The Lost Port of Rome

Vedute by Dutch and Flemish Artists
as Evidence for the Reconstruction of the Ripa Grande

Dr Nikolaos Karydis, University of Kent
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View of the Port of Ripa Grande, Codex Escurialensis, c. 1470



Leonardo Bufalini, Plan
of Rome, 1551, detail
showing the Port
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Antonio Tempesta, Plan of Rome, 1591, detail showing the Ripa Grande
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Maggi, Plan of Rome,
1621, detail showing
the Ripa Grande
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Giovanni Battista Nolli, Plan of the Tiber Riverfront, 1743, Detail showing the new port
of the Ripa Grande, the Hospice of San Michele and some remains of the old port



Schematic Reconstruction of the 16t and 17t Century Port of Ripa Grande
A. Port Square; B. Santa Maria della Torre; C. Customs House (Dogana Vecchia)
D. Santa Maria del’Orto
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Peter Bruegel the EIder (1525 1569) V|ew of Rlpa Grande 1557, pen in two |nks (Chatsworth)



Jan Aselijn (1610-1652), View of Ripa Grande, 1640s (Frankfurt, Stadelsches Kunst-institut)



i Barche Tartane, er altri Vascelli di mereantie uino,e obbe commestibili nawi:- \/ EF DV ]A DI RI PA‘ GI{J\NDE ~ Monasters ¢ Clucsa di S.Domenico, a Monte IT
gate per maﬂ,r_p:rﬁuttt.unda!w a Roma da tutte le parti. 8 Campanile di Santa Mana in Cormedin detta .
2 Dogana diRipa. * 3 Villa dell E«™ Sig- Principe Pamphitio_sul’ Teuere . # Yesngi del Ponte Sublicio, prima fatte de l'u.lhm‘
# Monte Capitolino, ¢ Palazzg de Sig” Cafarelli. 5 Torre del Palazzo. del'Senatore di Roma, in Campidaglio. g i0 Tanpio della Dea Vesta sis la rina del Teuere dedicam alla Madenna del
5 Torre nel Monastero di §*Caterina di Siena,a Monte Magnanapoli,nel Quirinale gia detta delle militic fabbricata daBonifacia VIIT. ii Tempio della Fortuna Virile, dedicato a § ™ Maria Egimaca .
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Lievin Cruyl (1634-17207), View of Ripa Grande, 1660s, engraving



Lievin Cruyl (1634-1720?)

Bornin 1634 in Gand

He combine the role of the priest with the one of the Architect since 1662

1662: project for the tower of St. Michael’s church in Gand

1664: arrival in Rome

1666: he publishes his famous group of inscriptions “Prospectus Locorum Urbis Romae
insignium”

He remains in Rome until 1671. He collaborates with the Gesuit Athanasius Kircher (designs
for the Tower of Babel, 1670). Kircher is one of the pioneers of the Camera Obscura.

1676: works in Venice

1681-84: works as an architect in France. His last known work dates back to 1690.
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Jacob de Heusch (1656-1701), View of Ripa Grande, 1675-1692



Gaspar Van Wittel (16527?-1736), View of Ripa Grande, 1690, oil on canvas
(Accademia di San Luca, from G. Briganti, 1996, cat. 191)



Gaspar Van Wittel

- Apprenticeship with Matthias Withoos in Amersfoort, whose work includes “Vedute”, i.e. the

port of Zuiderzee (1675)

- Left for Italy in 1674.

- He joined the Schildersbent in Rome (or Bentvueghels, the community of the Dutch and
Flemish artists)

- First employment in Rome: designer and topographer with Cornelius Meyer. The latter
was commissioned by Clemente X to find ways to improve navigation along the Tiber.

- Heremained in Rome becoming a very successful landscape painter. His work constitutes
one of the origins of the landscape painting tradition in Italy during the 18t century
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Gaspar Van Wittel (16527-1736), View of Ripa Grande, 1690, oil on canvas, detail
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Isaac de Moucheron (1667-1744) View of customs house of Ripa Grande,
Between 1694-1697, ink on paper
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Peter érijegel_the Elder (1557)
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Block of Santa Maria della Torre,ilﬂ7ﬂth Century Plan



! i i Reconstruction of the 16th

| 4w+ Century plan of the block of

' Santa Maria della Torre on the
Basis of the view in the Codex
Escurialensis (1470)

i el

,,i

”'1:;;5;&'5 :_...I. _. { I._i i ‘ﬂh Jmmm‘ng 1
FTeRre '.!:. ‘ *l.r' :

,.r T S

S fur'lfj H’ ,,.,,_

E ]I |




Reconstruction of the 17th
Century plan of the block of
Santa Maria della Torre

Comparison with the church of
San Bartolomeo all’lsola, as
rebuilt by Torriani in 1624.




Lievin Cruyl (1660s) Isaac de Moucheron (1690s)

Reconstruction of
the 17t Century
plan of the block of
the Customs House
of Ripa Grande

Lievin Cruyl (1660s)
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] . Reconstruction of the 16t
Tempesta Plan of Rome, Detail (1591) Century Iglarl\ of the Port Square




Reconstruction of the Urban Tissue between the Port p—s===——r
And the Monastery of Santa Cecilia




Port of Ripa Grande

Reconstructed Plan
17t Century (left)
Early 16t Century (below)




