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This period encompassed extremes of climate (including some of the driest and
wettest years on record) and the reintroduction, starting in 2018, of locally extinct
apex predators and scavengers: African wild dog (Lycaon pictus), leopard
(Panthera pardus), spotted hyena (Crocuta crocuta), and side-striped jackal
(Lupulella adusta). We used GPS telemetry to monitor 277 herbivores of seven
species (listed below with number of individuals collared, median duration of
tracking, and median number of locations per individual): Cape bushbuck
(Tragelaphus sylvaticus: 103 individuals; 280 days; 6646 fixes), nyala (T. angasii:
37 individuals; 306 days; 6789 fixes), greater kudu (T. strepsiceros: 80 individuals;
300 days; 17,365 fixes), common eland (T. oryx: 10 individuals; 334 days; 15,783
fixes), waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus: 22 individuals; 13 days; 2877 fixes), plains
zebra (Equus quagga: 7 individuals; 212 days; 1171 fixes), and African savanna
elephant (Loxodonta africana: 18 individuals; 706 days; 33,122 fixes). For 295 indi-
viduals that were immobilized during this work, we present morphological mea-
surements (chest girth, body length, hind-foot length, weight), reproductive status
and nutritional condition (ultrasound measurements, palpation scores), and fate
(mortality date and cause, if known). For diet analysis, we used DNA
metabarcoding to identify and quantify the relative abundances of plant taxa in
3785 fecal samples from 27 mammal species belonging to 11 families and 7 orders.
In all, we recorded 516 food-plant taxa from at least 87 plant families and 39
orders. For Gorongosa’s 15 most common large herbivores, the median sampling
depth was 216 fecal samples per species (interquartile range 156-279); the overall
median sampling depth was 92 samples per species (range 1-499). We include
basic metadata collected in the field (e.g., date, time, GPS location, animal sex,
and age) along with laboratory notes and information on plant taxonomic identifi-
cation. These data are valuable not just as a window on one ecosystem’s recovery
from armed conflict, but also as a resource for macroecology, meta-analysis, and
synthetic studies of animal movement, diet, and the dynamics of community
reassembly. The data are freely available for use and this paper should be cited
whenever data are reused; see Data S1: Metadata S1: Class III.B.4 for additional

details.
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DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

Filtered data, metadata, and data-cleaning scripts are pro-
vided as Supporting Information in Data S1 and in Dryad at
https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.m905qfv85. Movement data
are also deposited on Movebank (Study ID#: 7359354918).
Raw sequencing data from DNA metabarcoding (datasets
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18 and 19 in Metadata S1) are omitted from Data S1 due to
size constraints and are instead provided only in the Dryad
repository.
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Additional supporting information can be found online
in the Supporting Information section at the end of this
article.
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