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Poor placement 
experiences

Background 

• Primary care placements positively 
influence student career choices1,2

• Practice workloads and lack of physical 
space are major challenges in delivery 
of placements3,4 
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Reduced GP 
recruitment
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The Approach

• KMMS students undertake six ‘immersion weeks’ per year 

• Immersion week structure changed 2022/23 to bring Mondays on-
campus

• Introduction of ‘asynchronous learning’ Monday 
   afternoons using Xerte software 

www.kmms.ac.uk





Rationale 

• Tailored, primary-care specific content 

• Utilises multimedia & interactive elements

• Flexibility for students

• Consistency of placement teaching 
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Proportion of students completing asynchronous lessons 
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Student responses to statement 'The asynchronous material 
was helpful in supporting my learning’

Strong agree Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

19 47 10 1013

27 47 16 5 5

Year 1 response rate 78/131 (60%)    Year 2 response rate 85/106 (80%) 



Positive Feedback  ‘The 
asynchronous 
learning was very 
helpful and 
standardised the 
teaching for all 
students despite 
it being glitchy 
sometimes’ Year 2 
student 

‘The interactive 
asynchronous learning is 
good and with relevant 
information and teaching 
to prepare us for the week 
and the topics of system 
based modules’ Year 2 
student
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Limitations 

• IT issues 

• Engagement 

• Relevance to primary care 
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‘The asynchronous learning 
often freezes and crashes’ Year 1 
student

‘Asynchronous learning 
sometimes feels like a repeat of 
what we’ve learnt in other 
modules’ Year 1 student



Take Home Messages 

1. A ‘flipped placement’ approach can provide a 
scaffold for learning in primary care placements

2. This can ease the ever-increasing capacity issues in 
primary care 
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Thank you 
james.curtis@kmms.ac.uk
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