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ABSTRACT

The movement of rural labour and the workings of
the rural labour market have all too often been neg-
lected by social historians for the study of the effect
of industrialisation on urban society. This thesis
aims to not only expand our knowledge of the social
history of Kent but also shed light on issues affecting
a wider rural society and specifically the migration
of rural labour. It is comprised of seven Chapters.
The first examines the literature pertaining to dem-
ography and rural society. It studies ideas regarding
the relationship between economic and demographic
change from Malthus to the present day, and traces the
evolution of writing on population movement from that of
an administrative nature to the more personal approach
adopted by Erickson. The Chapter also considers con-
trasting interpretations of the changes occurring in
rural society and in the position of the agricultural
labourer. The second Chapter describes the wide variety
of sources used, sets out the methodology cf the thesis,
and points to the fusion which has been attempted
between 'qualitative' and 'quantitative' history. 1In
Chapter 3, the circumstances of the labour force in Kent, |
a county selected both because of its reputation as a |
pauperised agricultural area and because of the
paucity of its nineteenth century historiography, are
analysed. There was a clear coincidence of demographic
and economic boundaries, areas most reliant on agriculture |
exhibiting low population densities and growth rates,
and higher losses of population by migration and a
greater outlay on poor relief. However, a sharply
focussed case study is one of the most effective ways
cf examining the relationship between the rural economy
and population movements, especially bearing in mind
that in nineteenth century rural areas, a great deal
of migration took place over relatively short distances. \
Chapter 4 explores the economic and environmental
pressures in the parish of Brenchley, pointing to the |

continuing polarisation of the rural social structure
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and the adverse circumstances of the agricultural
labour force, and also explains why Brenchley was
selected./ ~Chapter 5 addresses the relationship between
the economic and environmental pressures in Brenchley
and the movement of the workforce, as established by
census linkage. We argue that an examination of the
economic circumstances both at the migrants' place of
origin and at their destination is vital to an under-
standing of population movement, and that the movement
is shaped more by occupaticnal characteristics, than
by geographical boundaries. In Chapter & we extend
this analysis to the Kentish-born labour force as a
whole, tracing its movement in the other counties of
England and Wales and overseas. We further explore
the correspondence between the needs of sending and
receiving areas, and suggest that the study of the
movement of labour should incorporate its local,
national and international dimensions, rather than be
limited by national boundaries. Finally in Chapter 7
we complement the quantitative approach, common to
many studies of population movement, with the reflections
of the emigrants themselves. While making no claims
for the representativeness of the letter writers,

this Chapter on perscnal perspectives nevertheless
balances a study of population movement based on the

census and on other official sources.

17
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2. In the nineteenth century documentation 'Tonbridge'
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4. When numerous works by one author have been used,

in order to avoid confusion, any reference to a work
removed from the original citation will be referred to
by the date of publication, for example, Hunt, E.H. 1973.

5. When an author has published mcre than one work in a
vear and a particular reference is removed from the
original citation, the reference given is, for example,
Erickson, C.J. Invisible Immigrants, op. cit.

6. Authors who have published numerous collections of
articles, such as Wrigley, E.A. only have their name and
year of publication given when an article from one of
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'Standard tabulation procedures for the census enum-
erators' books 1851 to 1891,' in Wrigley, E.A. (ed),
1972, 134-145.

7. With reference to Parliamentary Papers the page number
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INTRODUCTION

The major theme underlying this thesis is the
relationship between econocmic and demographic change,
or more specifically, the effect of economic factors
on the mobility of the rural workforce. According to
the latest computations available, the population of
England (excluding Monmouth) rose by 190% between 1751
and 1851,1

nections between mortality, nuptiality, fertility and

and set in train a vigorous debate on the con-

economic change. To this day this debate has never been
considered settled. Much of this debate was, and still
is, conducted in the light of Malthus's seminal Essay

on the Principle of Population, as it Affects the Future

Improvement of Society. With Remarks on the Speculations

of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet, and Other Writers, in 1798.

This Essay concentrated particularly on the evils arising
from an inexorable trend for population always to run
ahead of the resources available to support it. Con-
temporaries of various shades of opinion, including those
who agreed with Malthus and those who did not accept

the theoretical underpinning of his work were, however,
alive to the threat posed to living standards by bur-
geoning population growth. Consequently, after 1815,
they were increasingly ready to talk in terms of the
development of a 'surplus population', especially within
the rural southern counties. Such a threat, many thought,
would be allayed, and economic growth promoted more
effectively, by promoting migration from areas where
population could be said to be in surplus, to those

where the contrary condition applied, and where it was
capable of easy absorption. The major exponents of
theories of emigration and colonisation were Wilmot
Horton (1784-1841) and his antagonist Edward Gibbon
Wakefield (1796-1862). Charles Buller, an exponent of

Wakefield's beliefs, summarised the fundamental doctrine

1 Wrigley, E.A. & Schofield, R.S. (eds), The Population
History of England 1541-1871. A Reconstruction. Edward
Arnold, 1981, pp.577 & 588.

20




espoused by both men in an address to the Commons
in 1843:

"When I ask you to colonize, what do I
ask you to do but to employ the super-
fluity of one part of our country to
repair the deficiency of the other; to
cultivate the desert by applying to it
the means that lie idle here: to convey
the Qlough to the field, the.workman 5
to his work, the hungry to his food."

Both before and throughout the period studied in this
thesis there was a substantial drift from the countryside to
the towns. In the three periods 1751-1781, 1781-1801, and
1801-1831, "agricultural" areas sustained an ever incres-
ing loss by net migration; "mixed" areas were constant
losers though the size of their loss decreased in the
years 1781-1801, while "industrial and commerical"
regions experienced a steady increase in their gain of
population as a result of net migration.3 These rural
workers made a noteworthy contribution to the growth of
towns in the eighteenth and early nini}iﬁﬁFh centuries.
Even after the towns ceased to depend,on this influx for
their growth in the seconﬁwaa%fnff the eighteenth century,
and sustained their growth,by natural increase, the
inflow continued. Indeed, this movement was positively
encouraged by authorities concerned with the presence of
a rural 'surplus population', particularly in the south-
eastern counties. For example, the Poor Law Commissioners
(hereafter PLCs) home migration scheme (Octcber 1835 to
May 1837) enabled almost five thousand persons4 to move
to the northern manufacturing districts. It was estimated
by the PLCs that in the period 1821-31, Lancashire,

for example, experienced an in-migration of nearly seventeen

2z Buller's speech in Parliament, Hansaxd's Parliamentary
Debates, Third Series, 1xviii, 143, col.503.

3 Deane, P. & Cole, W.A. British Economic Growth, 1688-
1959. 1962, CUP, Cambridge, 1978 edition, pp.l08-1C9.

4 Redford, A. Labour Migration in England, 1800-1850.
1926, Manchester University Press, Manchester, 1976
edition, pp.l08-110.
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"

thousand persons annually, "...and there had been a

progressive increase in the annual influx since the

census records began."5
Workers engaged in agriculture declined from about

35% of the employed populaticn in 1801 to 21% in 1851,6

although agriculture was still the largest single employer

in mid-century. Thereafter the decline persisted. For

example, between 1851 and 1871 the number of agricultural

workers fell by 22%.7 Most of the loss was experienced

in the south as the centre of population shifted to the

northern industrial areas. Consequently just as the cry

in the early nineteenth century was of 'rural overpopulation'

and 'rural surplus population', after the mid-century

there were signs of a growing concern with 'rural de-

population'.8 The exodus from the countryside continued

throughout the period studied, and in the 1880s and 1890s,

though this time the southern towns took a larger share

of the rural outflow than the northern centres. Saville,

writing in the 1950s, concluded that "Rural depopulation

has occurred in the past century and a half, and will

continue in the future, because of declining employment

Cs . . 9
opportunities in the countryside.”

w

ibid., p.llo0.

6 Webb, R.K. Modern England. 1969, George Allen & Unwin
Ltd, 1973 edition, p.235.

7 Chambers, J.D. & Mingay, G.E. The Agricultural Revolution,

1750-1880. 1966, B.T. Batsford Ltd, 1978 edition, p.1l87.

8 For a study of the rural exodus from cl841l see
Cairncross, A.K. Home and Foreign Investment, 1870-1913.
RKP, 1957; and Erickson, C.J. 'Who were the English
and Scots immigrants to the United States in the late
nineteenth century?' in Glass, D.V. & Revelle, R. (eds),
1972, 347-381.

9 Saville, J. op. ¢€eit., p.7.
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There was also movement overseas. The most
popular destinations for rural and urban emigrants
(the latter formed a substantial proporticn of the
exodus as a whole), was British North America and the
United States (especially in the 1830s - hereafter USA),
Australia and New Zealand (primarily in the 1840s,
1850s and 1860s). Contrary to the wishes of the British
Government, the United States, a country outside the
Empire, absorbed the majority of the emigrants during
the period studied. The return of 'Emigration from the
United Kingdom for the Years 1815-1863 (first six months)',

shows the emigrants' destinations:

Table x.i. Volume of traffic to various
destinations, 1815-63 (first
6 months) .

Destination Numbers

North American Colonies 1,234,506
United States 3,238,579
Australia & New Zealand 802,152
all other places 105,599
total 5,380,836

source: PP.1863.XXXVIII, p.21l.

The popularity of the USA is hardly surprising fcr not

only was its economy more developed than that of

Australasia, the journey was also cheaper and involved

less hardship.lO Though it was powerless to prevent
independent movement, the British Government eventually
refused to assist any migration outside the colonies.

Two Government bodies played an important role in emigration -
the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners (hereafter

CLECs), who started their operations in 1840, and the PICs,

1¢ For example, the journey times varied as follows:

Liverpool to New York - 5 weeks,
Liverpool to Quebec - a little more than 5 weeks,
Sydney = 4 months,

" Cape - 10 weeks.
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who commenced their emigration scheme in 1834. The
CLECs focused their attention on Australia, assisting
339,338 persons in the period 1847—69.ll Meanwhile
the PLCs concentrated mainly on Canada and assisted
(to all destinations), a total of 14,000 persons in
1835-46. This represented an annual average of
1,400 persons or 7.8% of the total annual emigration
from England, with Kent, Somerset and Sussex supplying
the largest numbers. In the years 1864-65 only 35
were aided, the numbers increasing temporarily after
1871 in which year 893 Poor Law emigrants departed.12
However, the PLCs and the CLECs were not the only
bodies involved in organising emigration from England
and from Kent in particular. Colonising efforts had
been going on in Canada, Australia and New Zealand for
some time in the hands of the numerous land companies.
For example, the Australian Agricultural Association,
the Van Diemen's Land Company, the New Zealand Association,
(later to become the New Zealand Company), the Canterbury
and Otago Associations and the British American Land
Company had all been in operation during an earlier period.
The principle upon which these companies operated was the
purchasing of land from the British Government ﬂor natives -
though this was officially frowned upon), which they then
proceeded to sell and settle. The Government reccmpensed
such efforts by grants of land. Some persons travelling
under the auspices of, for example, the New Zealand
Company, paid their own passages, while others were
granted free passages; this was the only way that a poocl
of labour could be supplied for the purchasers of land.
While the Companies were granted charters by the

British Government and were supposedly acting in its

11 Johnson, S.C. A History of Emigration from the United
Kingdom to North America, 1763-1919. 1913, Frank Cass &
Co. Ltd, 1966 edition, p.Z26.

12 ibid., pp.89-90.
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interests, relationships were not always cordial.l3 In

the 1850s there was progress towards colonial self-
government, and legislatures were set up with virtual
political independence and control of land revenue (which

L4 In this study we will

provided money for immigration).
be tracing Kentish emigration through the records of the
New Zealand Company (1839-50), and the Governments of
Canterbury (1857-70), and Nelson (1849-77) Provinces.
With reference to Australia, Kentish folk will be
identified in Wakefield's South Australian project, and
the colonies of Victoria (1839-71), and New South Wales
(1837-38).

As a general rule, records pertaining to independent
emigrants are held overseas and generally only give the
country and not the county of birth, and so a statement
of the numbers of independent Kentish travellers is
unavailable. Listings of assisted emigrants on the other
hand supply this crucial information and thus the nature
of the source material obliges us to study emigration
from Kent as represented by assisted emigrants. The only
exception to this is the comparatively minute collection
of letters, diaries and journals which include details of

persons paying their own passage.

In view of the considerable contemporary concern with
the working of the rural labour market, as evidenced
in the preoccupations of nineteenth-century social theorists
and the aforementioned schemes, it is surprising that, on
the whole, modern social historians have veered away from
studying the agricultural worker. There has been a marked

preference for the study of the human cost of industrialisation

13 See, for example, PRO, C0O.325.43, Relationship with the
New Zealand Company, 1840-45 , this consists of letters,
reports and newspaper cuttings on the subject; Marais, J.S.
The Colonization of New Zealand. Humphrey Milford, 1927;
PRO, C0.208.291-5, Scrapbook of the New Zealand Company,
newspaper cuttings for the period 1839-58 on the subject
of the Company's colonisation and emigration scheme.

14 In New Zealand these controlled immigration until 1871
when the Central Government tock over the task cf
settlement for the whole country.
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as exemplified in the work of dozens of economic and social
historians and especially in the famous 'standard of
lisving” controversy.15 Similarly when the interaction of
demographic and economic factors has been examined the

focus has often been on an urban context as in Anderson's

15 To name but a few, firstly, the 'pessimists': Engels,
F. The Condition of the Working Class in England. 1844,
1892 first English edition; Marx, K. Capital. 1867, 1887
first English edition; Toynbee, A. Lectures on the
Industrial Revolution in England. 1884, David & Charles,
Newton Abbot, 1969 edition; Webb, S. Labour in the
Longest Reign. The Fabian Society, 1897, Fabian Tract
no. 75; Hammond, J.L. & B. The Rise of Modern Industry.
Methuen & Co. Ltd, 1925, along with their trilogy on
the village, Town, and Skilled Labourer, Longmans,
Green, 1911, 1917 and 1919 respectively; Hobsbawm, E.J.
'"The British Standard of Living, 1790-1850,' EHR, 2nd
ser. X, no.l (1957), 46-68; Thompson, E.P. The Making
of the English Working Class. 1963, Pelican, 1968
edition.
The 'optimists': McCulloch, J.R. The Principles of
Political Economy. Longman & Co, 1825; Tooke, T.
& Newmarch, W. A History of Prices. 6 vols, P.S. King &
Son Ltd, 1838-57; Giffen, R. 'The Progress of the
Working Class in the Last Half Century,' 1884, in
Economic Inguiries and Studies. Bell, 1 (1904),
382-423; Clapham. J.H. An Economic History of Modern
Britain. 3 wvols, CUP, Cambridge, vol.l, 1926;
Ashton, T.S. 'The Standard of Life of Workers in
England 1790-1830,' Journal of Economic History
Supplement, IX (1949), 19-38; Hartwell, R.M. 'The
Rising Standard of Living in England 1800-1850,'
EHR, 2nd ser. XIII, no.3 (1961), 397-416 and 'The
Standard of Living during the Industrial Revolution,'
EHR, 2nd ser. XVI, no.l (1963), 135-146. For a summary
of the debate see Hobsbawm, E.J. & Hartwell, R.M.
'The Standard of Living during the Industrial Revolution:
A Discussicn,' EHR, 2nd ser. XVI, no.l (1963), 119~
134.




Family Structure in Nineteenth Century Lancashire (1971).l6

When the subject of the rural labour market and the
migration of rural labour has been approached it has tended
to fall within clearly defined disciplinary boundaries.

17

There are 'agricultural' historians such as Jones and

Collins18

who concentrate on such factors as technological
development in agriculture and their effect on the position
of the agricultural worker. On the other hand economists
such as Thomas19 and Cairncross20 interpret population
movement in relation to economic factors such as the
international flow of capital investment. Then there are
the more 'socially' orientated historians such as

Charlotte Erickson21 who study the emigrants' own viewpoint

and place them in a wider social context. Not only do we have

these disciplinary boundaries within history which result
in historians being labelled as 'agrarian', 'demographic'

or 'economic' for example, the study of the labour market

16 Anderson, M. Family Structure in Nineteenth Century
Lancashire. CUP, Cambridge, 1971; indeed Anderson
admits to a need for economic/demographic reseaxrch
based on rural areas, p.l1l70; Drake, M. Ashford
1840-1870: A Socio-Demographic Study, unpublished
Final Report, Centre for Research in the Social
Sciences in the University of Kent at Canterbury, 1970;
Armstrong, W.A. Stability and Change in an English
County Town: a Social Study of York, 1801-51. CUP,
Cambridge, 1974; Lawton, R. 'The Population of
Liverpool in the mid-nineteenth century,' Transactions
of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire,
CVII (1955), 89-120; Anderson, M. 'Urban migration in
nineteenth century Lancashire,' Annales de D&mogravhie
Historique , (1971), 13-26; Clark, P. 'The migrant in

Kentish towns, 158C-1640,' in Clark, P. & Slack, P. (eds),

Crisis and Order in English Towns 1500-1700. RKP, 1972,
117-163.

17 Jones, E.L. The Development of English Agriculture,
1815-1873. 1968, Macmillan, 1976 edition.

18 Collins, E.J.T. 'Harvest Technology and Labour Supply
in Britain 1790-1870,' EHR, 2nd ser. XXII, no.3 (1969),
453-473, and Collins, E.J.T. 'Migrant Labour in British
Agriculture in the Nineteenth Century,' EHR, 2nd ser.
XXIX, no.l (1976), 38-59.

19 Thomas, B. Migration and Economic Growth. 1954, CUP,
Cambridge, 1973 edition.

20 Cairncross, A.K. op. cit.

21 Erickson, C.J. Invisible Immigrants. University of Miami
Press, Florida, 1972. 27




and population movement is further fragmented by bot
subject matter and methodology. Historians usually
select one subject, such as internal migration,22 inter-
national migration,23 out—migration,24 or in—migration.25
Moreover they are further divided by their methodology

and so categorised as either 'qualitative' or 'quantitative'
historians. So we are presented with such contrasting work
as the emotionally-charged study of the agricultural

26 which uses

labourer conducted by the Hammonds
'traditional' socurces such as Parliamentary reports,
contemporary journals, and the sophisticated empirical,
quantitative work of Lindert and Williamson27 which
utilises statistical sources such as the census, house
rents, and death rates.

In this thesis an attempt has been made to traverse
disciplinary boundaries, drawing on approaches habitually
used by demographers, economists, agricultural and social
historians. Furthermore the division of the study of
population movement into discrete subject categories such
as 'internal' migration and 'international' migration has
not been followed. Finally, both qualitative and gquan-
titative methods have been used. The belief behind this
approach is that only by abandoning these distinctions can
we present as complete and informative study as possible
given the restrictions imposed upon us by the sources. It
is argued for example, that without studying conditions

in areas both sending and receiving migrants we cannot

22 Clark, P. op. cit.

23 Johnston, H.J.M. British Emigration Policy 1815-1830.
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1972.
24 Johnson, S.C. op. cit.

25 Jackson, J.A. The Irish in Britain. RKP, 1963.

26 Hammond, J.L. & B. 1911.

27 Lindert, R.H. & Williamson, J.G. 'English Workers'
Living Standards During the Industrial Reveclutioen:
A New Look,' EHR, 2nd ser. XXXVI, no.l (1983), 1-25.
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properly understand the movement of labour. Similarly,

if we adopt the tactic of studying internal or inter-

national migration in isolation we are granting special

importance to geographical boundaries and it will be

argued in the course of this thesis that occupation

differentials are far more crucial elements in explaining

population movement. It must also be said that the

methodology of the thesis proceeds on the basis that it is

feasible and advantageous to use both qualitative and

quantitative methods within one study. 1In an attempt to

prevent the thesis reading like a statistical textbook,

wherever possible, perscnal material has been incorporated

alongside the quantitative data produced by complex

computer programming as exemplified by the linkage prog-

ramme.

Finally, it is necessary to explain why Kent was

selected for this study, why we undertook a case study of

one parish, and why the parish chosen was Brenchley. A

number of factors contributed to the selection of Kent.

First of all, comparatively little is known of the impact

of industrial and agrarian capitalism on the rural work-

force in the nineteenth century in this county. Although

a number of studies have touched on aspects of Kent's

' ; 28 : ; : "
rural social history, sometimes using the technigue of

oral history,29 there is no comprehensive treatment showing

28

29

For example, Baker, C. 'Hop Picking in the Weald before
the First World War - Preliminary Findings of a Study
in Oral Histery,' Cantium, 6, no.4 (1974), 91-95, also
her M.Phil. thesis at the University of Kent, 1979,
entitled Hop Picking in Kent, 1840-1940; Huzel, J.

The 0ld Poor Law, Population and Agrarian Protest in

early Nineteenth Century Kent. University of Kent Ph.D,

1975; Everitt, A. Pattern of Rural Dissent in the
Nineteenth Centurv. Leicester University Press,

Leicester, 1972; the most pertinent work is that of
Hobsbawm, E.J. and Rud&€, G. Captain Swing. 1969,
Penguin, 1973 edition.

Baker, C. M.Phil, op. cit.; Winstanley, M. Life in
Kent at the Turn of the Century. Dawscn, Folkestone,
1978, and his 'Voices from the Past: Rural Kent at the
Close of an Era,' in Mingay, G. (ed), 1981, vol.l,
626-638.

29



A

the impact of industrial and agrarian capitalism. Secondly,
a southern county such as Kent was especially interesting
because of its isolation from northern manufacturing

30
centres. Anderson, for example,

studied rural migration
in an industrial, northern context. However, Xent bor-
dered on London; indeed part of the county was within
'London', and the pull of this city on the Kentish work-
force was of interest. Thirdly, Kent was an agricultural
county often referred to as pauperised and suffering
from the problem of 'surplus' labour. T.L. Hodges reported
to the Select Committee of the House of Commons, on
Emigration, that:

".,..there is in almost every parish, and

has for several years past been, a con-

siderably larger number of people than the

agr%cultural @emands'require..: the 31

parishes are in considerable distress..."
This third consideration influenced the choice of
Brenchley as a detailed case study. Just as Kent was
chosen for the importance of agriculture to its economy
and its reputation as a southern, poor, rural, county,
so too the parish selected should have the majority of
its population engaged in agricultural pursuits, be far
removed from any centres of industry, and be generally
identified as impoverished. Accordingly the search
focussed upon the Weald, the area with the highest
expenditure on poor relief and a predominantly agri-

cultural region within Kent.

30 Anderson, M. 'Urban migration...' op. cit.

31 April 27, 1826. PP.1826-27.V.
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CHAPTER 1. Areas of Debate.

No doubt it is possible to discuss the relationship
between migration and advances and contractions in economic
opportunities in highly generalized, abstract terms. However,
although it may be something of a truism to say so, historians
are concerned with specific historicalsituations. They need
to locate their studies in the context of time, place and cir-
cumstance, and in due course attention will be paid to the
characteristics of mid-nineteenth century Kent. There is
another sense in which 'context' is equally important; that
which has been formed by prior debate and discussions. 1In
this Chapter an attempt will be made to set out the main areas
of debate and discussion (both contemporary and modern) to

which this study might hope to make a contribution.

COMPETING INTERPRETATIONS OF THE LINKS BETWEEN POPULATION
GROWTH AND THE ECONOMY: MALTHUS AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES

In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the
debate over the causes of pauperism, food shortages and unem=-
ployment provided the framework within which the relationship
between economic and demographic change came to be discussed.
Scme contemporaries suggested that the distress amongst the
labouring class was due to their surplus numbers, although there
was never any unanimity of agreement on the matter. 1In fact,
the actual numerical increase of the population was a matter
of speculation until the taking of the first census in 180l.
In the 1780s, Dr. Richard Price and the Rev. John Howlett were
engaged in a dispute regarding the growth of the population of
England and Wales. The former claimed that the populace had
declined by a quarter since the Glorious Revolution of 1688.1

The latter, holding the opposite view maintained that the

1 The earliest reliable estimate of the number cf people in
England and Wales is Gregory King's. He calculated the
population of England and Wales to be 5.5 million in 1695.
See Glass, D.V. 'Gregory King's Estimate of the Population
of England and Wales, 1695,' in Glass, D.V. and Eversley,
D.E.C{eds), 1965, 183-220, especially p.203.

3




population had been steadily increasing during this period.
Howlett's view was supported by William Wales, who in 1781

published An Inguiry into the Present State of the Population

in England and Wales, wherein he estimated that the population

of England and Wales had risen to between 7 and 8 million
people.

At this time such an increase in numbers was not regarded
as cause for concern; for military reasons2 it was desirable
that the nation appear as numerous as possible. Indeed the
possibility that a census would prove this not to be the case
was advanced as an argument against such an enumeration of the

population. Moreover, William Godwin in his Political Justice3

of 1793 expressed a belief in the ability of the earth to
support all its inhabitants for centuries to come, and in the
innate perfectability of humanity. According to his theory,
the advance of civilisation would bring about a perfect society

whereby there would be no population growth:

"(Since) one tendency of a cultivated and
virtuous mind is to diminish our eagerness
for the gratification of the senses...The
men therefore whom we are supposing to
exist, when the earth shall refuse itself

to a more extended population, will probably
cease to propagate. The whole will be a
people of men, and not children. Ceneration
will not succeed generation, nor truth have,
in a certain degree, to recommence her
career every thirty years."4

The Count Condorcet in 1794, likewise professing a belief in

human goodness and in progress towards perfection,”? antici-

pated a world where there would be no misery or vice, but

2 Namely the hostilities with the French and Americans.

3 Godwin, W. Enquiry concerning Political Justice and Its
Influence on Modern Morals and Happiness. 1793, Penquin,
1976 edition.

5 Condorcet, Count. Outlines of an Historical View of the
Progress of the Human Mind. 1795, cited in Petersen, W.
Malthus, Heinemann, 1979.
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happiness and equality for all. According to Petersen,
Condorcet believed that "in this rational age to come, every-
one would recognize his obligation to those not yet born and
to the general well-being both of his own society and of all
humanity",6 and not be tied "to the puerile idea of filling
the earth with useless and unhappy beings."7
Yet in 1798 cptimistic expressions were questioned in an

anonymous pamphlet entitled An Essay on the Principle of

Population, as it Affects the Future Improvement of Society.

With Remarks on the Speculations of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet,

and Other Writers. The pamphlet's author, addressing himself

to the issue of poverty, doubted the premise advanced by Godwin
and Condorcet that population and resources were inherently
balanced. For him the cause of poverty was the tendency of

the population to increase faster than the means of subsistence.
The author, soon revealed to be Malthus, based his argument on

two premises:

"First, That food is necessary to the
existence of man.

Secondly, That the passion between
the sexes is necessary and will remain
nearly in its present state.

These two laws... appear to have been
fixed laws of our nature, and... we have
no right to conclude that they will ever
cease to be what they now are...

Assuming then, my postulata as granted,
I say that the power of population is in-
definitely greater than the power in the
earth to produce subsistence for man.

Population, when unchecked, increases
in a geometrical ratio. Subsistence in-
creases only in an arithmetical ratio.

A slight acquaintance with numbers will
show the immensity of the first power in
comparison of the second.

By that law of our nature which makes
food necessary to the life of man, the
effects of these two unequal:.powers must
be kept equal.

6 ibid., p.42

7 ibid., p.42
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This implies a strong and constantly
operating check on population from the
difficulty of subsistence. This diffi-
culty must fall some where and must
necessarily be sever%ly felt by a large
portion of mankind."
In marked contrast to the earlier writers, Malthus painted
a bleak picture in which population had an inherent tendency
to increase beyond the greatest possible increase of food.
This surge of population growth was periodically curtailed
by subsistence crises, or "positive checks", exemplified by
famine and disease. For Malthus, these "checks" pruned the
population to a figure that the resources could once again
support. Yet in an endless cycle the resultant increased
standard of living, brought another rise in the population
until it too was halted by the next crisis.
In 1803 Malthus's Second Essay (to which he gave his

name) was published. 1In it he expanded both his theory and

the illustrative data and gave greater emphasis to the notion
of "preventive checks" whereby the "positive checks" imposed
by nature could be preempted by human action. Malthus accord-
ingly proposed that fertility could be controclled by abstinence
from marriage, either temporarily or permanently. This
abstinence he defined in his summary as the exercise of "moecral

restraint".9

While unmarried, the populace were to behave in

a strictly moral manner with regard to sex. Other "preventive
checks", such as "the sort of intercourse which renders some

of. the women of large towns unprolific; a general corruption

of morals with regard to the sex, which has a similar effect;
unnatural passions and improper acts to prevent the consequences

of irregular connections"lo were deemed to be vice, and not

8 Malthus, T.R. An Essay on the Principle of Population, as
it Affects the Future Improvement of Society. With Remarks
on the Speculations of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet, and Other

Writers, (known as the First Essay). 1798, cited in Flew,
A.(ed), An Essay on the Principle of Population. Pelican,
1970, 70-71.

9 Malthus, T.R. The full title of the original work is A
Summary View of the Principle of Population. 1830, in Flew,
A.(ed), ibid., p:250.

10 that is, prostitution, homosexuality, adultery, and contra-
ception, ibid., p.2350.
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acceptable forms of action. However, he was not optimistic
that his proposal of "moral restraint" would be accepted by
the lower classes for whom it was advocated. Unfortunately
restraint on marriage could not be legislated by the govern-
ment but had to be left to the prudence of each individual.
His hope lay in the beneficial influence good government, the
security of property, and education would have in "creating
habits of prudence"ll amongst those who lacked them. With
these "preventive checks" Malthus may have thought that he was
offering a viable alternative to the "positive checks". How-
ever, those who were deemed by Malthus to be the most prolific
breeders, the "lower orders" of society, if they knew of him,
would not have seen the checks in that light and Malthus was
regarded by many of his fellow social theorists as an enemy of
the poor.12

On its face, Malthus's depiction of the relationship be-
tween population growth and the means of subsistence, or to put
it more broadly, between demographic and economic change,
appears to be inconsistent. He suggested on the one hand that
the behaviour of population was biologically determined and
unrelated to resources, in that the former grew until it out-
stripped the latter, and on the other hand that population grew
as a result of material betterment, in that the growth which
occurred after a subsistence crisis brought improved conditions
for its survivors. According to this presentation population
growth appears both unresponsive and responsive to economic
change. This apparent inconsistency merits closer examination.
In Malthus's analysis, economic circumstances affected mortal-
ity since subsistence crises pruned the population. The re-
lationship between fertility and living standards was less
clear. Increased food supply, according to Malthus, stimulated
early marriage and procreation. Yet in his discussion of the
operation of "positive checks", marriage and child-bearing

habits were at the mercy of passion. Only the higher orders

11 ibid., p.251.

12 see pp.36-390f this Chapter.
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in 'civilised countries' were regarded as an exception to that
position, resorting to "preventive checks" in order to regulate
their fertility.l3

In 1801 the first census was compiled by Rickman. Having
accomplished that task, he sought to discover whether or not
the population of England and Wales had grown or declined dur-
ing the previous century and to this end compiled totals for
the numbers of births, marriages, and burials for every tenth
year from 1700 to 1780, and then for every year up to 1800.

When compared to the 1801 census results, these figures, des-
pite their shortcomings, revealed that the population had been
virtually stagnant for the first half of the eighteenth century,
and had started to grow rapidly after 1750. Further censuses,
at ten-vear intervals, would reveal that the trend accelerated,
taking the aggregate population of England and Wales to 18
million in 1851.

There is little doubt that Malthus's discussion of popula-
tion growth set the terms of the national debate regarding popu-
lation and the economy. But, despite Rickman's confirmation
that the population of England and Wales was indeed growing
rapidly, not all those who examined the connection between
population growth and economic change accepted his assertion
that the tendency of population growth to outstrip resources

was an inevitable one. Arthur Young 14 and the Reverend

13 The working class's improvident behaviour was, according to
Malthus, encouraged by existing social arrangements, notably
the 0ld Poor Law. For his cbservations on the Pcor Law see,
for example, A Letter to Samuel Whitbread, Esg. MP, On his
Proposed Bill for the Amendment of the Poor Laws. 13807,
reprinted in Glass, D.V.(ed), Introduction to Malthus.

Watts & Co, 1953, 185-205. Whitbread, in an effort to fore-
stall the abolition of the Poor Law incorporated many of
Malthus's suggestions in his Bill: national free education,
modification of the law of settlement, equalization of rates
of various parishes.

14 Young, A. The Question of Scarcity Plainly Stated, And
Remedies Considered. W.J. & J. Richardson, 1800.
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15

Alexander Irvine of Ranoch both proposed that any shortage

of food could be remedied by an increase in its production,
which in turn could be brought about by the cultivation of
waste lands. William Hazlitt argued in a similar vein, declar-
ing that the means of subsistence could increase as fast as
population - there was no law in nature preventing this.
Therefore any lack in equilibrium between population and the
economy must be ascribed to "the will of man",16 and this
"will" was the force keeping down the population.

17

Boner believes that the advocates of increased food

supply did not do themselves justice:

"...they might have claimed convincingly
that by increasing the food supply, while
limiting each man to an equal share of it,
the gap between the numbers and the sub-
sistence of the poor might be partly or
even wholly closed up, depending on the
amount of the increase of food; and the
sacrifice required of the prudent members
of society would not only be kept from
increasing, but would be less than that
involved in aiding the poor while the
food supply remained static. "l

Although Malthus had initially (1798) considered the increase
of food supply as a short-term remedy to the misery caused by
'overpopulation', he had, by 1803, unequivocally rejected the
notion that such a 'remedy' could be effective on the grounds
that any improvement in living-standards would stimulate the

birth rate and precipitate yet another crisis. Furthermore

15 TIrvine, A. An Inquiry into the Causes and Effects of Emi-
gration from the Highlands and Western Islands of Scotland,
with Observations on the means to be Emploved for Preventing
It. Longman & Rees, 1802.

16 Hazlitt, W. A Reply to the Essay on Population by the Rev.
T.R. Malthus. In a Series of Letters. To Which are Added
Extracts from the Essay; with Notes. Longman, Hurst, Rees
and Orme, 1807, p.38.

17 Boner, H.A. Hungryv Generations. King's Crown Press, New
York, 1955.

18 1ibid., P.37,
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there was little point in ameliorating the living cénditions
of the poor; after all, the "law of nature" dictated that
population growth would ultimately surpass food supply.
Malthus had aimed his original essay at Godwin, and the
two men corresponded after its publication. In 1801 Godwin

published Thoughts Occasioned by the Perusal of Dr. Parr's

Spital Sermon: Being a Reply to the Attacks of Dr. Parr, Mr.

Mackintosh, the Author of an Essay on Population, and Others.

In this work he proclaimed an "unfeigned approbation and res-
pect" for his adversary. That having been said, he stood his
ground, reaffirming his belief in human progress,19 and re-
futing the necessity of misery and vice in regulating human
numbers. Misery was attributable to imperfect institutions,
and the unequal distribution of national income, not to a cruel,
natural law. Indeed, Godwin warned his contemporaries that they
should be concerned more with population decline than with
growth:

"...the progressive power of increase in

the numbers of mankind, will never outrun

the progressive power of improvement which

human intellect is enabled to develop in

the means of subsistence."Z20
Dr. Samuel Parr had, like Godwin, espoused the 'New Philosophy’'.
But incidents in France frightened many liberals and former
supporters of the French Revolution, who consequently modified
their views. Dr. Parr was one such convert to Malthusianism.
In his annual Spital Sermon at Christ Church at Easter in 1800

he admitted "...unequivocally the fundamental principle of the

writer (Malthus), that by those general laws of nature, which

19 he had agreed to drop the word, if not the concept of
perfectability.

20 Godwin, W. Of Population. Longman, Hurst,; Rees, Orme &
Brown, 1820, p.626. By 1820 Godwin had had a stroke, his
health was poor and this work had a very limited impact.

/
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constitute all experience, and therefore should regulate all

our enquiries, population, under certain circumstances, will
increase in a geometrical proportion, and the produce of the
earth in an arithmetical only."21

Francis Place in his Illustrations and Proofs of the

Principle of Population (1822) supported Malthus in so far as

he suggested that not even a benevolent and efficient govern-
ment could prevent that measure of poverty attributable to an
excessive increase of population. Believing population to be
capable of growing to an undesirable level, but believing too
that it was unreasonable to expect pecople to refrain from
marriage or sexual intercourse, Place advocated contraception
to combat excess population increase.

Nevertheless the belief in humanity's ultimate gocodness
was persistent. Nassau Senior, a critic of Malthus, rejected
the vision of a world of inescapable misery and poverty. He
perceived a desire towards self-improvement, which would for
instance induce postponed marriage. Accordingly as civilisation
advanced so the pressure of population upon the means of sub-
sistence would decrease. In Senior's analysis, then, the pre-
sence of a surplus population was not linked with any "law of
nature", but with social arrangements, namely bad government:

"....a population increasing more rapidly
than the means of subsistence is, generally
speaking, a symptom of misgovernment
indicating deeper-seated evils, of which

it is only one of the results."”

It followed that under good government, there was no tendency

for the population to increase faster than food.23

21 Johnstone, J.M.D. The Works of Samuel Parr, L.L.D.
Prebendary of St. Paul's, of Hatton, etc., with Memoirs
of His Life and Writings, and a Selection of His Corres-

pondence. 8 vols, Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown and Green,
1828, vol«+II, p.593.
22 Senior, N.W. Tracts, including Two Lectures on Population,

Saunders & Otley, 1829, 1-90. Second Lecture, p.52.

23 "What I deny is, that, under wise instituticns, there is any
tendency to this state of things. I believe the tendency
to be just the reverse." ibid., p.36.
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W. T. Thornton in his work Over-Population and Its Remedy

(1846) argued that it was not over-population which was the
cause of poverty, but the reverse. Poverty bred over-
population, a condition whereby "the inhabitants (of a country),
although able-bocdied and capable of labour, are permanently
unable to earn a sufficiency of the necessaries of life.“24
Thornton reasoned that people were rendered reckless by priva-
tion and consequently bred beyond the means of comfortable sub-
sistence. The roots of this privation or poverty were located
in the movement from the country to the towns (which ensured
privation in the latter), the shrinkage of the rural labour
market as a result of the conversion from arable to pasture,
enclosures which ousted the peasantry from their cottages, the
Poor Law which prevented the natural operation of the law of
supply and demand, and the ending of the boarding-in system.
While Malthus saw education as the chief means of changing the
behaviour of the labouring classes, Thornton suggested that the
raising of living standards would end the misery promoting

over-population.

Thus Malthus and his contemporaries explored the relation-
ship between the economy and demographic change. Malthus's own
presentation was not always entirely clear: population growth
was sometimes depicted as responsive, sometimes unresponsive to
living standards. Essentially, he regarded governmental action
as being ineffective on anything other than a short-term basis.
Other commentators, however, believed that population level
responded to social arrangements, a surplus being a product of
'uncivilised' society, bad government, or of privation. But,
regardless of any inconsistencies within Malthus's work and of
the speculative nature of much of the debate, Malthusian notions
of population growth were highly influential during the nine-

teenth century. Just how influential will become clearer in

the following section. It should be noted that our major concern

4 Thornton, W.T. Over-Population and Its Remedy, Longman,
Brown, Green & Longmans, 13846, p.l. See also Spengler, J.J.
(ed) , Population Problems in the Victorian Age. 2 vols,

Gregg International Publishers Ltd, Farnborough, 1973, vol.l.
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with Malthus's thesis is with his assertion of the ultimate
independence of demographic from economic factors. In recent
times, some commentators have taken a more benign view of
Malthus. Patricia James has argued that he was obsessed
"...by the thought of too many children and too little foocd",
and his concern for their welfare prompted his diatribe
against 'excessive' population growth.25 Petersen has also
attacked the portrayal of Malthus as a political reactionary,
unconcerned with the well-being of the poor. He has described
Malthus as "...an honest and beneficient reformer, committed
throughout his life to the goal that he shared with every
liberal of his day - the betterment of society and of all the
people in it."26

EMIGRATION AS A REMEDY FOR SURPLUS POPULATION

Malthus put forward his "positive" and "preventive checks"
as the means by which the population could be, and was, harmon-
ized at a level compatible with the means of subsistence. To what
extent did he assign emigration any role in this process? He
acknowledged that people may wish to move as a result of want,
and should not be prevented from doing so. However he did not
accept that emigration was a long-term solution to the problem
of population growth. Any improvement gained by emigration
would inevitably be counter-balanced by the stimulus better
conditions would give to early marriage and procreation:

"Whatever temporary and partial relief... may
be derived from emigration by particular
countries in the actual state of things, it
is quite obvious, that, considering the sub-
ject generally and largely, emigration may be

fairly said not in any degree to touch the
difficulty."27

25 James, P. Population. Malthus, His Life and Times.
RXP, 1979, p.64d.. . T T °

26 Petersen, W. OpsClit. P.239

27 Malthus, T.R. Summary, in Flew, A. (ed), op.cit., pp.241-42.
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In 1827 he was called before the House of Commons Select
Committee on Emigration from the U.K. The summary of his
evidence reiterated the belief noted above that emigration

should be permitted:

"...Mr. Malthus admits that if it can be

shown that the expense of removing...
(redundant) labourers by Emigration is

less than that of maintaining them at

home, no doubt can exist as to the

expediency of so removing them; and this, 28
independent of any question of repayment..."

Nevertheless no benefit would accrue from such action unless
the vacuum created by the exodus could be preserved. The only
way this could be achieved would be by the pulling down of
emigrants' houses or the with-holding of relief to those born
after a certain time. Ultimately, although making the link
between surplus population, economic pressure, and emigration,
he did not pursue the subject in any depth, being more concerned
with advancing "moral restraint" as a cure for the problem which
he had identified.
Place also saw the movement of population as a futile

remedy:

"Emigration, or any other thing which removes

the surplus population, would no doubt kene-

fit those who remained; and if they did not

increase again too fast they would continue

well off; but there are two very serious ob-

jections to Emigration which have never been

removed: (1) that emigration be carried on to

a sufficient extent; (2) (that) if it could,

the capital expended on the emigration would

prevent the employment of pecple here. This

is really the way in which the Political

Economists have expressed themselves on the
subject of emigration."29

28 PP.1826-27.V, pp.260-26L

29 Place, F. Illustrations and Proof of the Principle of
Population (1822), Appendix containing letter to George
Rogers, 15 January 1832, in Norman E. Himes edition,
G.Allen & Unwin, 1230, p.3Z23. )
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The focus of Thornton's work was} like that of Malthus, on

population growth rather than population movement, and together
with Malthus he held the view that the redistribution of popula-
tion would not solve the problem of overpopulation. According
to Thornton, emigration would only help if undertaken on a
gigantic scale, but he warned that over-stocking of the colonies
through emigration would only produce return migration.

Though far less influential in their time than the works
of Malthus and of the aforementioned writers, the investigation
by Marx and Engels of the issue which lies at the heart of this
thesis, namely, the relationship between economic organisation
and population movement, should not be overlooked. Marx's ex-
planation of the origins of what he termed the 'surplus'
population stands opposed to that proferred by Malthus:

"...it is capitalistic accumulation itself

that constantly produces, and produces

in direct ratio of its own energy and

extent, a relatively redundant population

of labourers, that is, a population of

greater extent than suffices for the

average needs of the self-expansion of

capital, and_therefore a surplus

population. "30
Thus, for Marx, it was not the "law of nature" or indeed poverty
which produced a surplus of hands, but the capitalist system
itself. The movement of population was directly related to
this. He believed that during periods of stagnation and crisis
when the impulse to emigrate was at its height were also those
when more surplus capital was sent abvoad. Conversely emigra-
tion declined as the emigration of surplus capital declined.
Thus a part of the "floating surplus-population" emigrated,
'Following in fact capital that has emigrated", or more spec-

ifically, surplus capital.3l 1n other words, the movement out

30 Marx, K. Capital. 3 vols, 1887 first English edition
(originally published in German in 1867). Vol.l, Lawrence
& Wishat, 1977 edition, p.590.

31 1ibid., p.600. Modern studies attest to the importance of
this link, whilst not, of course, viewing the flow of
foreign investment as 'surplus' capital. See, for example,
Cairncross, A.K. op.cit.; Thomas, B. op.cit.; Hall, A.R.
The Export of Capital from Britain 1870-1914. Methuven, 1968.
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of and into a particular country was an integral feature of

the capitalist system. Ironically, Marx shared with Malthus
the view that emigration was no solution to Britain's problems
of poverty and unemployment. Engels echoed Marx's views when

he wrote that the only remedy to the situation was the termina-

tion of "...this degradation of humanity by doing away with

private property, competition and conflicting interests."32

The view that emigration was a paltry and inadequate
solution to the nation's problems was forcefully challenged by
Wilmot Horton33 and Edward Gibbon Wakefield. Both men saw in
emigration and colonisation, the permanent remedies for England's
poverty and for her 'excess' population.

Initially Horton considered the idea of home colonisation,
that is, the reclamation and cultivation of waste land upon
which labourers could settle. However, he eventually decided
that the movement of labour overseas would be a more appropriate

long-term solution to unemployment and poverty:

"I consider it (colonisation) as the best and
cheapest mode of disposing of that super-
fluous labouring population from the general
labour market, which I contend to be the main
remedy for the distressed condition of the
labouring classes of the United Xingdom, in-
asmuch as it is that superfluous labour which
is not wanted by any party as a means of
production, which deteriorates the condition
\
|
|
|

of the whole labouring classes collectively."34

32 Engels, F. Outlines of a Critique of Political Economy.
1844, cited in Meek, R. (ed), Marx and Engels on the
Population Bomb. 1953, Ramparts Press, Inc, Berkeley,
1971 edition, p.62.

33 who corresponded with Malthus on the subject. See James, P.
op.cit., pp.388-398.

34 Horton, W. Causes and Remedies of Pauperism, first series,
1829, pp.22-3, guoted in Ghosh, R.N. 'The Colonisation
Controversy: R.J.Wilmot-Horton and the Classical Economists,'
Economica, 31 (1964), p.389.
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The aim of his scheme was to remove paupers from the mother
country, the money for the removal being obtained by borrowing
on the security of the poor-rate. It made more sense to Horton
to undertake this expenditure than to spend money maintaining
paupers at home. Furthermore he argued that such a redistribu-

tion of labour, in addition to helping the home country by

relieving poverty, would also strengthen the colonies. 1In
short his scheme would supply "...the wants of one country"
"35

with the "...superfluities of the other. However govern-
ments during this period, adhering to laissez-faire principles,
were unwilling to interfere in the labour market and conse-
quently Horton's plan was never pursued on a large scale.
Wakefield's scheme rested on very different principles.
In 1830 he formed the National Colonisation Society which pro-
posed the following: the sale of colonial lands for the purpose
of financing emigration (not the financing of emigration by
parishes as Horton proposed); the emigration of selected persons
(not pauper families as Horton advocated); and the building up
of a colonial population of economic and strategic benefit to
the mother country. Wakefield was interested in the effect that
systematic colonisation would have both on the mother country,
and on the colonies. Accordingly a balance had to be achieved
in the latter between land, capital and labour. Capitalists
had to be prevented from acquiring (by grant), more land than
they could develop. Furthermore labourers' purchase of their
own lands, had to be delayed. Too fast a transition from
labourer to subsistence farmer would leave capitalists with
insufficient labour with which to work their land. The termina-
tion of land grants, the regulation of the price of land, and
the careful selection of emigrants, were :regarded as the means
by which this balance could be achieved. Wakefield was com-
paratively successful in transforming his ideas into actual
policy. The Colonial Office implemented many of his proposals,
and South Australia became the first colony to be settled accord-

ing to Wakefieldian princiﬂes.35

35 Horton's speech in Parliament, Hansard's Parliamentary
Debates, New Series, 16, Feb.l15, 1827, col.480.
quoted in Ghosh R.N. ibid., p.390.

36 For a discussion of the practical application of Horton
and Wakefield's plans see Chapter 6.
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Horton and Wakefield assigned population a somewhat
independent role: population was not capable on its own of
responding to conditions in the mother country, nor of adjusting
to the needs of the colcnies. The population level could best
be reduced by population movement and such movement had to be
organised by the authorities. Only deliberate efforts would

bring about a balanced distribution of labour.

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS OF POPULATION GROWTH IN THE LATE
EIGHTEENTH/NINETEENTH CENTURIES

The Malthusian concern with poverty and overpopulation set
the framework for the discussions concerning population in the
late eighteenth/nineteenth centuries. The modern debate is set
within the framework of the origins of industrialisation, and
how population growth related to this. The general consensus
is that population was stagnant till 1750, wheh its growth
accelerated reaching peak rates in 1811-31 after which it began
to moderate slightly. The origins of this population growth have
- frequently been investigated, the following being the major lines
of inquiry: to what extent was the growth due to decreased mort-
ality (through improved living standards or medical innovations),
or increased fertility (through a drop in age at marriage, in-
creased marital and extra-marital fertility), or (in the case
of urban or industrial, areas), by in-migration? The vast range
of the literature concerned with population and industnalisation
prohibits a comprehensive review, and it is not within the scope
of this thesis to evaluate the relative importance of a rising
birth rate or .falling death rate as contributors to population
growth. We shall focus on that part of the literature which
pertains most clcsely to the questions being explored in this

thesis.

In his article 'Population, Economy and Society', Eversley
argued that we cannot solve the problem of causality by confin-
ing ourselves to the links between population and industrialisa-

tion: "There can be no general rule as to whether population
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produced industrialisation, or industrialisation called forth
w37

extra population. He continued:

"...apart from the autoncmous variables

of climate, we find that diseasesdo not

always run their courses according to

prevailing standards or employment

opportunities. Harvests and sickness

fluctuate, but not always together.

Marriage and fertility respond to changes

in the levels of real wages, but the |

relationship is sometimes direct and

sometimes inverse."38 |

i

Nevertheless, in the context of this thesis, the crucial i
feature of Eversley's argument concerns the relationship be- ‘
tween the demand for labour and population growth. Eversley
noted that it has traditionally been assumed that the demand
for labour stimulated population growth by encouraging falling
age at marriage and higher marital fertility. Rejecting this
assumption, he argued that the relationship is in fact more
complex, as it takes ten to fifteen years from the time of the
supposed original stimulus to produce the required addition to
the labour force. If high wages and assured prospects led to
increased marriages and additional children, the bottlenecks
created by labour shortages would restrict production or demand
long before additional workers arrived. "...unless of course it

were by migration.“39

The implication of this for our study
is that if labour demands cannot be met immediately by natural
increase, the movement of population may well be capable of pro-

ducing such a response. Was migration (and indeed emigration)

encouraged therefore by the demand for labour in areas where the
local population could not meet the demand? Did this migration
in turn stimulate production and thus create a further demand
for labour? As Eversley himself pointed out, these guestions

can only satisfactorily be answered by research at a very local

37 Eversley, D.E.C. 'Population, Economy and Society,' in Glass,
D.V. & Eversley, D.E.C. (eds), Population in Historvy.
Edward Arnold, 1965, p.66.

38 ibid., p.67. Likewise Chambers, J.D. Population, Economy and
Society in Pre-Industrial England. Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 1967, Utterstrom, G. 'Two Essays in Population in
Eighteenth Century Scandinavia,' in Glass, P.V.& Eversley,
D.E.C. (eds), 1965, 523-548, who argue for the independent
role of disease.

39 Eversley, D.E.C. ibid., p.64.
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level.

Deane and Cole in their study of British economic and
population growth,40 investigated the relative importance
of rising birth rate, and declining death rate as causes of
British population growth. By examining population statistics
on a county by county basis, they found that industrial and
commercial counties grew more than their agricultural counter-
parts and that there was a corresponding shift in the centre
of gravity of the population from the south to the north. It
is interesting from the point of view of this study to note
that Kent was classified as a commercial-industrial county which
first gained population by migration (1701-81) and then by
natural increase (1781-1831), a net loss by migration occurring
in 1801-31. On a national level Deane and Cole tended to regard
migration as having played a comparatively minor role in the
early development of the main industrial areas. According to
them the key mechanism in British population growth was natural
increase as a result of rising fertility, and this natural
increase was stimulated by industrial expansion, not by urban
conditions. Population growth in the rural areas, on the other
hand, was attributable by Deane and Cole to the declining death
rate, largely unrelated to economic factors "...it seems probable
that the decline in mortality in eighteenth century England was
in the main due to factors independent of the process of

economic growth."4l

Eversley, Deane and Cole addressed the general issue of
population behaviour and economic development. Other writers
have examined more detailed aspects of this relationship. For
example Levine,42 tracing the effect of early capitalism on
family formation, has argued that the economic organisation of
a particular village (Shepshed, Leics) had a readily identifi-
able impact on household size, structure, age at marriage,
family size, illegitimacy and bridal pregnancy. Shorter 43

has argued that industrial capitalism brought about the modern

40 Deane, P. & Cole, W.A. op.cit.
41 ibdid., p.l134,

42 Levine, D. Family Formation in the Age of Nascent Capitalism.
Academic Press, 1977.

43 Shorter, E. The Making of the Modern Family. 1975, Collins,
1976 edition.
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family, and also, by changing women's work, caused soaring
illegitimacy rates and bridal pregnancies. Those historians
concerned with changes in mortality, such as McKeown, Brown

and Record,44 have argued that a rising standard of living
followed by improved hygienic conditions lowered the death
rate, while Razzell45 has suggested that inoculation and
vaccination were responsible. Finally the Cambridge Group for
the Study of Population have proposed that, in the long term,
what governed English population growth rates were changes in
fertility which in turn were regulated by the age and incidence
of marriage. Marriage itself was connected to a complex set of
biclogical, social and economic processes. Any changes in
economic circumstances, such as real-wages, were reflected in

changes in the marriage rate and age at marriage and conse-

46

quently fertility. Short-term factors causing fluctuations

in the marriage rate were good and bad seasons but as Wrigley

and Schofield write "...more fundamental alterations in

nuptiality gradually became established when underlying

economic circumstances changed. As each generation grew up

44 McKeown, T. Brown, R. Record, R. 'Reasons for the Decline
of Mortality in England and Wales during the Nineteenth
Century,' PS,16, pt.2 (1962), 94-122.

45 Razzell, P. 'Population Change in the Nineteenth Century.
A Re-Appraisal,' EHR, 2nd ser. XVIII, no.2 (1965), 312=32.
46 Wrigley, E.A. & Schofield, R.S. (eds), op.cit.
See also Wrigley, E.A. 'The Growth of Population in
Eighteenth-Century England: A Conundrum Resolved,'
Past and Present, 98 (1983), 121-150.
In this article Wrigley argues in a similar vein that
fertility accounted for the acceleration in population growth
in the eighteenth century. This fertility was due not to
an increase in marital fertility but to earlier and more
universal marriage. Marriage in turn was affected not
by chance but by economic trends such as those of prices
and wages. He concludes his article by reiterating his
disbelief in the role of accident in demography by writing
that the nineteenth century was the "...start of a period
when for the first time in history poverty for the mass of
mankind became not a necessary part of the lot cf man but
a preventable evil." p.1l50.
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and crossed the threshold into adult life the marriage
conventions of society, reflecting its underlying economic
condition, acted like a filter. At times young men and women
were allowed to pass relatively freely into the married state,
but at other times the mesh tightened, ponding back the flow

so that many had long to wait before they passed through, while
others spilled round, moving forward into middle life single

and excluded from marriage. Such fundamental alterations

in economic circumstances were not always easy to distinguish

n48 in real wages and thus it

from "random annual fluctuations
took some time for a response to occur to long-term economic
changes. The authors are able to construct a sequence of
turning points in real wages, nuptiality and fertility. The
realisation that changes in real wages had occurred gradually
permeated secular nuptiality trends in an interval of about

25 years; the effect of changed nuptiality on fertility was
identifiable after an average of 10-15 years; while the over-
all interval between real wage and fertility change was approx-
immately 40 years. However on the basis of "ex post facto know-

n49

ledge they conclude that in reality the interval between

a 'perceived' change in real wages and a change in secular

"

nuptiality must

years."50

...have been considerably shorter than...25

The importance of such studies for this thesis are four-
fold. First of all they set the general framework within which
demographic and economic change have been discussed, namely,
that of population growth and industrialisation. Secondly, they
show how from this broad debate regarding the role of population
in industrial growth have emerged studies of very specific as-
pects of this relationship, such as the effect of living
standards on mortality. Thirdly, all these authors, no matter

what their interests, illustrate the sensitivity of population

47 Wrigley, E.A. & Schofield, R.S. (eds), ibid., p.435.
48 ibid., p.434.
49 ibid., p.434.
50 ibid., p.434.
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|
to economic developments, reveal the complexity of tracing ‘
causality, and warn against the adoption of a crude eccnomic
determinist stance. Unlike the work of the above scholars

our concern with migration in this thesis is not with its con- }
tribution to population growth per se, but rather with the re- ‘
lationship of the movement of labour to the workings of the

rural economy. We now turn to an examination of the literature
questions identified in the Introduction.

SEASONAL MIGRATION

The role of seasonal migration in agricultural work is

|
|
\
pertaining most closely to this issue and to the particular

explored by E. Collins in his article 'Migrant Labour in

151 The seasonal

British Agriculture in the Nineteenth Century.
movement of agricultural labcur is examined against a background

of:

'...the geographical uneveness of econcmic pro-

gress and of population growth, and in agri-

culture itself, the expansion of tillage, and

the trend towards more labour-intensive croos

and farming systems, (which) created new points

of surplus and deficiency.">22
He viewed seasonal migration as a product of factors such as
the imperfect distribution of labour demand, poverty and un-
employment. The different timings and sequences of tasks
between hill and vale, light and heavy land, north and south,
and between different farming systems meant that seasonal
migration was necessary if labourers were to avoid unemploy-
ment and maximise their income. This seasonal migration was
especially important to Kent, whose orchards and hop gardens
were staffed at harvest time by workers coming from as far as
Birmingham and the Black Country, and of course London. These
workers were rarely agricultural labourers thrown out of work
in their home parishes, but very often industrial workers seek-

ing a temporary alternative to factory work.

51 Collins, E.J.T. 'Migrant Labour in British Agriculture,'
EHR, 2nd ser. XXIX, no.l (1976), 38-59.

52 ibid., p.38.

5



Collins's observations demonstrate that the nature of the
labour market necessitated the migration of agricultural
labour. Consequently Kentish or any other villages may have

experienced a substantial temporary out-migration and a

temporary in-migration at different times of the year. Fortun-
ately the census was not compiled at harvest time and so this
source (crucial for the calculation of transiency levels)

neither under-estimates persistency nor over-estimates transiency.
Such would have been the case had the population been enumerated
at harvest time.

The natural tendency of the working class to move with the
seasons in search of work was further explored by Raphael Samuel
in his article 'Comers and Goers'.>3 He described how it was
not only those in agricultural pursuits who moved, but also a
wider variety of occupational groups, such as 'muggers',
'potters', the Irish, gypsies, travelling showmen, and chimney
sweeps. All of these groups showed a marked knowledge of em-
ployment opportunities in various parts of the country: London
enamellers and fur pullers left London in the summer for more
tolerable country work; agricultural labourers left their
villages to work in the breweries during the maltings season
(this ended in May at which time the labourers returned from
the towns to their villages for the summer); laundresses and
ironers who were thrown out of work in the summer (as a result
of the middle class going off on holiday), left the town for
the country where they picked fruit and hops. Samuel noted that
just as there was an exodus from the towns to the country in
the summer, so too the reverse movement occurred in the winter
when a variety of jobs were available in the towns. At Christ-
mas, for example, many worked in the Post Office. He further
observed that even when no work was found, public kitchens,
Night Refuges and Asylums were regarded as more attractive
resting places than the rural workhouses.

The importance of Samuel's work lies first of all in his

53 Samuel, R. 'Comers and Goers' in Dyos, H.J. & Wolff, M.
(eds) , The Victorian City, 2 vols, RXP,
1973, vol.l, 123-160.




clear identification of the insecurity of working people and

of their need periodically to change both occupation and loca-
tion in order to eke out a living. Secondly, his observation

of the workers' awareness of economic opportunities elsewhere,
and their movement in response to these opportunities, suggests
that the movement of these occupational groups can only be
understcod with reference to the labour market as a whole. For
example, if we are to explain the migration of laundresses, the
fact that they could not find work in towns in the summer months
is only one part of the picture. A balanced explanation compels
an investigation of conditions in the labour market at the
migrants' destination. In the context of the laundresses'
migration therefore, our understanding of their behaviour is
considerably advanced by our knowledge of the fact that there
was a shortage of harvest labour in the country, and that they
moved in part to satisfy this shortage.

An additional perspective on the awareness shared by
workers of work available outside their home parish emerges
during the course of Hobsbawm's examination of the 'tramping
system'.54 This system, prevalent among organised, and general-
ly apprenticed workers in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
was one in which unions assisted workers to migrate in search of
work and was utilised as a form of unemployment relief. In
effect, the system consisted of an organised internal migration,
directed so as to enable workers to escape the lack of employ-
ment in their place of origin, and to avail themselves of greater
opportunities elsewhere in England.55 Indeed, Hobsbawm noted
that this type of movement was by no means a novelty, and cited
the view, widespread in the nineteenth century, that "no man
knows his own ability or what he is worth until he has worked

n56

in more towns than one. Certain town trades actually

54 Hobsbawm, E.J. 'The Tramping Artisan,' in Hobsbawm, E.J.
Labouring Men, Studies in the History of Labour. 1964,
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1976 edition, 34-63.

55 and indeed Britain - though the 'tramps' were restricted to
places where the union/society had a branch.

56 Hobsbawm, E.J. op.cit., p.37
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depended on this migrant artisan labour. Nevertheless, by

the 1830s and 1840s the system was declining under the stresses

|
of modern capitalism and of the trade cycle. The unions soon
realised that the problems of under- and un-employment were ‘
deeply rooted in the economy, and that sending men on the tramp :
was no long-term solution. Hobsbawm wrote that the adoption

of "static out-of-work pay displayed the recognition that the
capitalist economy was not something to be sidestepped."57
For the artisan at least, a temporary change of location no ;
longer offered a reward.

Hobsbawm's work demonstrates that trades unions as a whole i
and not only individual workers, were aware of the need to re- {
distribute labour to alleviate distress in some areas and to
satisfy the labour requirements of others. Of particular i
interest to this study is Hobsbawm's recognition of the diffi-
culties encountered by artisans, as opposed to labourers, and
how they, like labourers, used migration to alleviate their

employment problems.

The work of Collins, Samuel and Hobsbawm has revealed how
artisans, agricultural and other labourers experienced unem-
ployment and underemployment, their awareness of work in 'for-
eign' places, and how they moved in response to these perceived
opportunities, albeit temporarily. However, as was pointed out
above, a study which focused on villages at a time when they
were experiencing either a temporary influx of labour would
misconstrue, for example, the occupational characteristics of
the workforce, and any subsequent correlation with persistency
problems (as revealed by the census) would be erroneous. There-
fore a study such as this must concentrate on the more permanent
population and on more long-term population movement. The
literature pertaining to this will now be examined in the next

two sections.:)8

57 ibid., p.49-
58 Theoretical considerations aside, the source material for
the study of seasonal migration is pertinent to movement

on the county level, and not for a microscopic unit such
as the parish or wvillage.
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STUDIES OF THE PATTERN OF INTERNAL MIGRATION

In 1885 and 1889 the Journal of the Royal Statistical

Society published the work of Ravenstein on 'The Laws of Migra-
tion'.59 He summarised his findings on population movement

in seven "laws":

" 1. ...the great body of our migrants only
proceed a short distance, and that there takes
place consequently a universal shifting or dis-
placement of the population which produces
'currents of migration' setting in the
direction of the great centres of commerce and
industry which absorb the migrants...

2; ...The inhabitants of the country
immediately surrounding a town of rapid growth,
flock to it; the gaps thus left in the rural
population are filled up by migrants from more
remote districts... Migrants enumerated in a
certain centre of absorption will consequently
grow less with the distance proportionately to
the native population which furnishes them....

3. The process of dispersion is the inverse
of that of absorption...

4. Each main current of migration produces
a compensating counter-current.

5. Migrants proceeding long distances
generally go by preference to one of the great
centres of commerce or industry.

6. The natives of towns are less migratory
that those of the rural parts of the country.
7. Females are more migratory than males. "©0

Ravenstein's work has many implications for this study.
For example, our interest lies in the relationship between
internal migration and international migration, which have been
traditionally treated for convenience as separable topics. It
will be argued that they are in fact two aspects of fundamentally
the same flow of labour, and both need to be studied if a rounded

picture of the movement of population is to be obtained.

59 Ravenstein, E.G. 'The Laws of Migration,' JRSS, XLVIII,
pt.2 (1885), 167-235 and LII, pt.2 (1889), 241-305.

60 ibid., 1885, pp.198-199.
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Ravenstein,6l through his description of the "currents of
migration", suggested how waves of internal movement could

in fact spill overseas, as, for example, when English urban
workers sought better opportunities there. Furthermore his
analysis again suggests that the migration of workers is closely
connected to economic circumstances in both the sending and
receiving areas.

A process of concentration similar to that described by
Ravenstein was also detected by Redford in his study of labour
migration in England. Examining the textile, cotton and iron
industries, Redford found that migrant workers in these in-
dustries were drawn from near-by areas. Large urban centres
drew labour from their hinterlands, and the subsequent gaps
left by the migrants were filled by persons from lower income
areas. Similarly the urban centres themselves provided migrants
for other urban centres. Internal migration could therefore
accurately be characterised as a short-distance, wave-like
movement. Searching for explanations for these movements,
Redford noted that changes in rural population level were often
linked to changes in agricultural methods and tenure, and more
specifically to the following: enclosures, allotments, agri-
cultural improvement, the enlargement or consolidation of farms
and the conversion of land from tillage to pasture. Of these,

enclosures, allotments and agricultural improvement were

associated by Redford with population growth, though he was
careful to emphasise the danger of generalising about the effects
of these factors. For example, enclosure was likely to cause
depopulation if the enclosed land was used for pasture, but not
if it was used for corn-growing. Likewise the enclosure of

waste land could not be linked with rural depopulation: "Such
extensive enclosures of hitherto uncultivated and uninhabited
country must have tended to cause local increases of popula-
tion..."62 Furthermore, while the consolidation of farms and

the conversion from tillage to pasture (usually carried out

61 who in fact studied both internal and international migration.
The latter was the focus of his 'Second Paper' which appeared
in 1889.

62 Redford, A. op.cit., p.73.
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together) were habitually blamed for out-migration, Redford |

observed that the effect was 'place-specific'. Thus, in
Berkshire the consolidation of small farms was said to have
caused depopulation while in Glamorganshire the reverse effect
was reported.

Acting in conjunction with these 'push' factors was the
'pull' exerted by industrial work with its comparatively higher
wages. Such wages increased with proximity to the industrial
centres, therefore encouraging a gravitation of persons in this
direction. Inter-urban migration occurred when, for example,
displaced Scottish, Irish or Nottinghamshire cotton spinners
migrated to Lancashire. It must be stated that Redford found
this movement to constitute an insignificant proportion of
the volume of migration into Lancashire, for whereas some dis-
placed industrial workers moved great distances in search of
their traditional work, the majority entered other industrial
occupations moving to towns nearby. Considerations of distance

appeared to outweigh their interest in continuing their trade.

Up to this point Redford's work bears many similarities

to that of Ravenstein, with similar implications for our study.
However, while we could only infer a relationship between
internal and international migration from the latter's work,
Redford went further and supposed a close tie between the two.
He wrote:

"The springs of the great streams of

international migration may often be discovered

in the many trickles of local movement,

which are insignificant when studied

singly bgg important in their cumulative

effect.”
According to this analysis, internal and international migration
were seen as complementary aspects of the same general movement
of population. The movement of the Scottish and Irish into
England is held up by Redford as an example of this: the Irish

and Scots migrated within their own countries to areas of higher

63 ibid., p.4.
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income and better employment opportunities, but this movement
spilled over national boundaries as a result of England's
attractions. Much of this movement was seasonal in nature,
stimulated, for example, by a lack of labour for the English

harvest. However Redford added that this seasonal migration:

"...may crystallise into permanent
emigration or degenerate into more
casual vagrancy; while even trans-
atlantic emigration is often seasonal
or periodic in character."

Redford's study of the flows of population towards towns
argued that there was a process of local concentration whereby
towns and villages near large urban centres acted as concentra-
tion points for migrants. These migrants replaced populations
from such towns and villages who were themselves moving to the
large urban centres. More recently, Anderson65 has studied
this process of "two-step" migration with greater precision

dividing it into four types:

" la. A person born in a country area
migrates first some distance from his home
to another community nearer to the manu-
facturing districts, and later moves to

a large manufacturing town.

1lb. A person born in a country area
migrates first to a nearby small town, or
a village with a more 'developed' economy,
and later moves on to a large manu-
facturing town.

2a. People from country areas migrate
to communities nearer to the manufacturing
districts, and replace the indigenous
population who are migrating to large
manufacturing towns.

2b. People from country areas migrate
to small towns or more 'developed' villages,
where they replace the indigenous population
who are migrating to large manufacturing
towns."66

64 ibid., p.4. For a discussion of seascnal migration see the
section commencing on p.51 of this Chapter.

65 Andersog, M. 'Urban migration in nineteenth-century
Lancashire: some insights into two competing hypotheses,'
Annales de Demographie Historique, (1971) 13-26.

66 ibid., p.l9.
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On the basis of his Preston data Anderson confirmed
Ravenstein and Redford's finding that most migration was of
a short-distance nature. Furthermore he found that most
persons living in Preston had lived elsewhere than their place
of birth, indicating a high degree of population turnover.
While there was a tendency for persons to drift into
communities where skills more relevant to urban life could be
learned, many migrated directly from farming areas to the towns.
All migrants were being pulled by the nearest manufacturing town
in Lancashire, and in this case, were equally drawn from farming
and urban communities. Finally deliberate two-step movement by
the same (la and 1lb) or different (2a and 2b) individuals
accounted for a small proportion of the total movement. Those
coming from a longer distance were most likely to undertake a
series of moves from less to more 'advanced' ccocmmunities, though
they represented a small percentage of the total movers. On the
other hand two-step migration on the part of different people
did occur but "..not on a large enough scale to have made poss-

ible both migration to the towns on the scale that was occurring,

and the gradual increase in population in the sending communities.

Migration on the scale that was occurring also required some

steady natural increase of the rural population."67

Both Ravenstein and Redford dealt with a wide set of
questions relating to migration and the labour market. Other
researchers, such as Anderson, have concentrated on one aspect
of the subject, such as the validity of the 'two-step' migration
model, the seasonal flows of labour, the interaction between
economic circumstances in sending and receiving areas, or the
characteristics of long- and short-distance movers.

68

The work of Saville on rural depopulation also focuses

on the flow of population from village to town. Examining the
growth of towns in the nineteenth century, Saville, like Raven-

stein and Redford, discovered that the continuous inflow of

67 ibid., p.26.

68 Saville, J. op.cit.
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population from rural areas, and the immigration into England
and Wales of the Scottish and Irish, accounted for a sizeable
proportion of the increase of urban populations. He found
that a considerable proportion of the population of rural areas
passed their peak sometime between 1821-51. While the agri-
cultural labour force as a whole peaked in 1851, nevertheless
many rural areas started upon their almost continuous decline
in terms of population in the period 1821-51, this decline
reaching a peak in the 1870s and 80s. He attributed the decline
to:

"The absence of serious obstacles to

internal movement, the important part

which the railway played in breaking

down rural isolation and the ever

buoyant although fluctuating demand

for labour from the expanding industries

and coalfields of England and Wales,

as well as the attractions of emigration..."69

The ending of rural isolation was especially significant in

that it meant that the village ceased to be a self-contained
social and economic unit. The advent of the national market and
of cheaper factory produce, reinforced by the exodus of the

rural population which had diminished the market for local manu-
factures, had led to a decline in rural industries. This de-
‘cline, imposing further constraints on rural employment, in turn
prompted further out-migration. The decline of rural industries,
capitalist farming's three-tiered social structure of landlords,
tenant farmers, and landless labourers, the impact of enclosures,
and the conversion of arable land to pasture, all contributed

to "...declining employment opportunities in the countryside.."7o
which for Saville represented the major cause of rural de-
population. Lack of employment in the countryside was compared

to greater opportunities in the towns:
"Real wages might not be higher, housing
was very often worse, but in the towns
the hours of work were usually fewer,

the opportunities for economic improve-
ment were present in some measure, and

69 ibid., p.1l.

70 ibid., p.7.
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the social and political pressures....

were absent. The towns had their own

forms of oppression for the working

people, but there was nothing quite

equal to the deadweight of custom and

tradition in the countryside."7’l

Saville's examination of the migration of rural populations

illustrates how employment decayed in rural areas and how this
factor, coupled with the availability of work in urban areas,
stimulated migration. Like Ravenstein and Redford he observed
the workforce to be responsive to a combination of 'push' and
'pull' factors at the migrants' place of origin and destination

respectively.

The above studies of internal migration all relate to the
period of the Industrial Revolution, or in the case of Saville,
the period 1850-1950. How far had industrialisation changed
the characteristic features of internal migration, and to what
extent were they singly carried over from pre-industrial times?
The work of P. Clark on the migration in Kentish towns’2 is of
interest because cf the relationship he draws between employment
opportunities and internal migration. Furthermore its interest
is enhanced on account of it being a stﬁdy located specifically
in Kent. His principal assertion was that migrants moved either
in order to gain employment, or to maximise their earnings.
Differentiating between lcong-distance and short-distance
migration, he suggested that short-distance movement was
associated with prosperous occupational groups, and long-distance
movement with more disadvantaged groups. In his terms, short-
distance movement was likely to be "betterment migration", long-
distance movement to be "subsistence migration". Clark also
noted that while short-distance movement tended to be inter-urban
in nature, long-distance .movement was overwhelmingly rural to
urban. -

Clark's work was reviewed and aquestioned by J. Patten in
'Rural-Urban Migration in Pre-Industrial England'.73 Patten

suggested that _ Clark's conclusions are questionable

71 ibid., p.20.

72 Clark, P. op.cit.
73 Patten, J. 'Rural-Urban Migration in Pre-Industrial England.'

Oxford University Research Papers, School of Geography, no.6,
1973. 61




on various grounds. Firstly, they may be applicable to

many of the smaller towns of England, "...it may be potentially
dangerous to argue from them to generalizations about rural-
urban migration in pre-industrial England as a whole." 74
Secondly, he queried the evidence used by Clark to support his
conclusion on subsistence migration; his use of occupational
groupings was misleading since a broad term as "clothing trades"
gave no indication of the individual's economic well-being, and
Clark failed to indicate precisely which trades he considered

to be prosperous. Patten's research revealed that a city like
London received many 'subsistence' migrants from short distances,
and 'betterment' migrants from long distances. For example
migrants made up a large percentage of London's apprentice

labour force and these had travelled long distances. In keeping
with Clark's model they were indeed from predominantly farming
communities but apprentices were not, according to Patten, 'sub-
sistence' but 'betterment' migrants. Finally in his criticism

of Clark, Patten questions the former's proposition that
'subsistence migration' was largely a sixteenth centry phenomenon.
Though somewhat reminiscent of Ravenstein and Redford's "currents
of migration", Clark and Patten's studies have the virtue of
seeking to analyse population movement in terms of economic or
occupational groups, and set an example we should attempt to
follow in this thesis. It need hardly be added that Clark's
correlation of low status groups and long distance movement

may not be correct for the nineteenth century.

The work of Collins, Samuel and Hobsbawm concerned the
seasonal or temporary flows of labour, while the studies by
Clark, Patten, Ravenstein, Redford, Saville and Anderson focused
on flows of an apparently more permanent nature. All of the
above work testifies to the importance of the relationship
between the labour needs of areas sending and receiving labour,
and to the necessity of studying the process of population
movement from origin to destination in order to fully understand

the working of the labour market. However, a feature common to

74 ibid., p.9.
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the work of the above authors is that their investigations
were confined to the very local or national labour market,

and dealt exclusively with internal migration. Traditionally
studies of the movement of labour over national boundaries
have been one-sided: research has concentrated either on the
sending or the receiving end of the flow. So far, few authors
have broken with this pattern to study the movement of labour
within the framework of the British colonial labour market,75
respecting economic and not national boundaries. Similarly,
in practice, internal and international migration have been
studied as two virtually distinct phenomena, and yet the sig-
nificance of economic boundaries necessitates the abandonment
of such a distinction. To complement the above discussion
we therefore now turn to those studies which focus upcn the

international movement of labour.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

Studies of international migration tend to fall into
three categories (i) primarily administrative (ii) economic

(iii) social.

(1) Administrative Studies

The work of Johnston, H.J.M. British Emigration Policy

1815-1830 reviews governmental attitudes towards state assisted
emigration. It describes how in the immediate post-war period
policy decisions were made against the background of the debate
between the supporters of Malthus who talked in terms of a
"redundant population", and those who feared a depletion of
population through emigration. Assistance was first granted

in 1815 and in 1818-19 to emigrants proceeding to British North

America. The schemes were prompted by the wish to redirect

75 It may be argued that the concentration on the British
colonial labour market to the exclusion of the United States,
causes us to omit a very important aspect of the labour mar-
ket. It is undeniable that British labour was drawn to the
United States, but it is unfortunately impossible to trace
Kentish or Brenchley folk to the USA; immigrant lists only
note the country of origin. Without information on the county
or parish of origin we cannot establish the flow of labour
from Kent or Brenchley and therefore an evaluation of this
aspect of the labour market is impossible.
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emigration from the now hostile USA, and the expenditure was
justified not in terms of its value to the mother country but
by reference to its benefit to the colonies. The schemes, in
those terms, were a failure as many of those who disembarked
in the British Colonies, disappeared over the border to the USA.
Johnston wrote that by 1819 the idea that emigration could

alleviate the severe distress at home, had taken root. Conse-
guently assistance was granted to indigent people to move to
Upper Canada and the Cape of Good Hope (between 1819 and 1821
a total of 6,200 persons). The hope was that by removing the
'dangerous classes' social disorder would be averted. The emi-
gration of paupers was advocated even more strongly by Wilmot
Horton (parliamentary under-secretary in the Colonial Office
from 1821 to 1828) when he entered the debate over state-aided
emigration. Johnston outlined the essence of Horton's proposal:
parishes should raise money for emigration, land should be made
readily available to these paupers, and the new settlements
should be created at government expense. Horton believed that
for every single government-assisted emigrant three would follow
independently and that therefore the government expenditure was
well invested. Furthermore, he emphasised the beneficial impact
that this emigration would have on the mother country in pro-
viding immediate relief to overpopulation and reducing pauperism.
Johnston's sympathy with Horton is evident, and his study is far
more than a presentation of cabinet policy. He sought to
vindicate Horton, whose approach had been attacked by the pro-
Wakefieldians. Johnston acknowledged that Horton's plans were
received sceptically and that they were ultimately ineffective:
only 200 emigrants were sent to Canada and the Cape in 1823,
2,000 to Canada in 1825, and in 1827 his efforts to assist the
emigration of Glaswegian weavers bore no fruit at all. Never-
theless Johnston argued that Horton's limited success was to a
large extent attributable to circumstances beyond his control:

" (there)...was no precedent for the extensive

use of public funds to correct social pro-

blems and liberal thought preached retrench-

ment rather than the reverse... he advanced
his plans in an age in which governments and
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parliaments were incapable of responding
to the great problem of poverty with any-
thing but paltry and ineffective measures.
Even if he were right, one of his con-
temporaries observed, 'it is enough that
the public are not ripe to act.'"

77

S.C.Johnson in his work on emigration to North America
also considered government policy regarding assisted emigration
though over a much longer period. His value in this aspect

lies primarily in his painstaking account of the passage of
legislation in this period. For example, in the case of Ireland,
he found that the famine prompted extreme action on the part of
the government. Legislation in the 1830s and 1840s had em-
powered Poor Law Guardians to levy an emigration rate. The
government had also legislated to aid landlords who were willing
to help their tenants to emigrate. 1In 1849 an Amending Act to
the Poor Relief Act of 1847 went even further. Firstly it
enabled Guardians to use money for emigration from any rate -
and not just one specifically levied for that purpose. Secondly,
the Irish were to be given aid even if they were moving to
destinations outside the Queen's Dominions.

Unlike the Irish, English citizens were only to be assisted
to emigrate within the Dominions. Provision was made for poor
law authorities to despatch their parishioners by the Poor Law
Acts of 1834, 1847, 1849 and 1882. (A more detailed considera-
tion of the relevant legislative provisions will follow in
Chapter 5. Furthermore during the nineteenth century, the
government's role was extended to cover private emigration
schemes, such as those of the Salvation Army and Dr. Barnardo's.
Indeed, the emigration of children was regarded by the Government
as a viable alternative to institutionalising them, and as a
remedy to juvenile crime. Societies promoting the emigration
of juveniles principally relied on charity appeals to the public,
but some also received substantial funds from the Boards of
Guardians.

However, Johnson's book is wider in its scope, and aside

76 Johnston, H.J.M. op.cit., p.l62.

77 Johnson, S.C. op.cit.
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from matters of policy, the course of British emigration and
its causes were studied. In his analysis, unemployment and
congestion, themselves the product of nineteenth century
population growth, were the principal causes of emigration.

A number of other contributory factors were also involved:
climatic change, the agricultural depression of the 1830s,
the price of bread, low wage levels, enclosure and the amal-
gamation of farm land, poor law taxation, the industrial
depression of 1836 and industrial disturbances. According to
Johnson, such a wide range of factors naturally affected a
variety of people and this accounted for the heterogeneity of
the emigrants. And yet, despite that heterogeneity, he regarded
the emigrants as all sharing one commcn characteristic: they
came from the lower stratum of society.

Having identified the emigrants and why they came to be
such, Johnson examined the effect of emigration on the home
country and of immigration on North America. With respect to
the former, his major concern was in terms of emigration being
a drain of good labour and constituting the export of money.
However, emigration did bring substantial benefits: it re-
lieved the expenditure connected with education, national
insurance, old-age pensions and unemployment. He went on to
examine the lives of emigrants in their new homeland, the impact
of their arrival on American wages, living standards, on the
social fabric of the Continent, and finally on the immigrant
her/himself. On balance, he took the view that immigrants
made a substantial contribution to the development of their
new homeland by providing much-needed labour and by adding to
the population. The immigrants themselves also benefitted from
immigration in that they gained greater comfort and prosperity.
Johnson particularly had in mind the Irish, many more of whom
would have suffered from disease or death during the famine had

they not moved to North America.

O. MacDonagh's work, A Pattern of Government Growth: The

Passenger Acts and their Enforcement 1800-60 (1961), clearly

has a more specific theme, and it is set within the general
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context of Victorian administration. The thrust of
MacDcnagh's argument is that in the early decades of the
nineteenth century, adherence to laissez-faire principles
ensured that the Passenger Acts were unenforceable and there-
fore ineffective. There being no body of officials charged
with the overseeing of the Acts, they could be and were violated
with impunity. MacDonagh pointed out that the problem was
common to much early nineteenth-century legislation. The
climbing boys act (1788), the regulation of child labour in the
cotton mills (1802), and the employment of coalwhippers at the
port of London (1807), all suffered from the lack of a central
agency and a body of inspectors or commissioners to oversee
their application.

However in 1828 this situation changed. Of itself the
Passenger Act of that year was unexceptional. It regulated
the numbers that a particular vessel could carry, the amount
of water and breadstuffs that needed to be carried, and pre-
scribed that there should be a minimum height of 5% ft.
between-decks. It is with regard to the administration of the
Acts that the year was a milestone, for 1828 saw the appoint-
ment of A. C. Buchanan as agent-general for Canada. This was
the first step towards the formation of an executive corps
with a specific interest in both enforcing and improving
passenger legislation. The pace of state-interference gquickened.
In 1840 the Colonial Land and Emigration Commission was created,

after which "...the mechanics of government and the body of law
were... such that the new type of direct social regulation could
proceed with reasonable efficiency in this field."78 It came

to be accepted as commonplace that the government would investi-
gate, legislate, and enforce their rulings. "In all these last
developments towards autonomy and delegation, towards fluidity
and experimentation, towards fully professional and scientific

government, the shape of the present state may be discerned.

78 MacDonagh, 0. A Pattern of Government Growth 1800-60: The
Passenger Acts and their Enforcement. MacGibbon & Kee,
1961, p.343.
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Essentially, it is our own society which is foreshadowed."]9

Studies of emigration policy thus reveal how the British
Government approached the issue of emigration. Complementing
the studies of policy are those of modern economists who sought

to relate the flows of migration to economic development.

(ii) Economic Studies

80 is the

At the heart of the work of Brinley Thomas
question of the relationship between emigration and the develop-
ment of the Atlantic economy in the period 1840-1970. He re-
garded the movement of population and capital from one country
to another as an expression of growth in the international
economy, and advocated reference to economic, not national,
frontiers to understand this growth:

"By looking upon the international movements

of labour, capital and commodities as if they

were interregional, we shall gain a better

insight into the nature and implications of

economic growth; it will also have the ad-

vantage of making us see the course of Empire

Settlement in its proper perspective."8l
For Thomas then, Britain and the United States could most use-
fully be viewed as constituting one economic unit - the Atlantic
economy. Thomas argued that there was a direct relationship
between capital exports from Britain and emigration to the
United States in the nineteenth century. His explanation
stated that when there was an increase in capital exports from
Britain, and a corresponding slump in capital formation at home,
this was accompanied by a peak in emigration. Thomas further
suggested that in these periods of high emigration and capital
exports, migration was substantially reduced. Peaks in internal
migration were linked to upsurges in home investment via

increased home employment.

79 d1bid., p.346.
80 Thomas, B. op.cit.

81 ibid., p.30.
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Consequently, according to Thomas's analysis, internal
migration was inversely related to international migration.

In the course of his argument Thomas assumed a direct relation-
ship between emigration and social immobility in Britain: a
highly stratified British society drove many of its workers to
the United States. In turn, this immigration worked towards
the establishment of a stratified society in the United States,
as the native born sought higher status, leaving labouring jobs
to the foreign born. A similar stratification occurred amongst
the foreign born themselves, skilled labour from Britain being
complemented by the flow of unskilled labour from Southern and
Eastern Europe. Thomas's work examined numerous other themes,
and yet from the viewpoint of this study, what is of greatest
interest in his work is the manner in which he related nine-
teenth century international migration both to internal
migration and to economic developments in Britain, and further-
more his treatment of Britain and the United States as a single
economic unit.

Another work dealing with the movement of labour and
factors of production is that of Cairncross.32 What is of
special interest to us in his work is his study of internal
migration in Victorian Britain and his examination of the re-
lationship between the migration of capital and labour overseas.
If we firstly consider internal migration, Cairncross identified
the trends for towns, coalfields and the rural residues. In
the period 1840-70, (his work deals with a wider period), he
traced an inflow of Irish to the towns and an unbroken drift
from the countryside to the towns both in the north and south.
This drift produced substantial losses by net migration in the
rural areas, especially in the south, so that the overall
growth of population in the Southern Rural Residue was less
than for England's Rural Residue as a whole. In his view, the
cause of this drift from the countryside was not related to
agricultural prosperity and depression: "... the crescendo

between the thirties and the seventies coincided, not with the

82 Cairncross, A.K. gp.at.
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worst years of agricultural depression, but with the so-called
'Golden Age of English Farming.' A second period of agri-
cultural prosperity after 1900 coincided with a spectacular

n83 The movement out of

falling=-off in rural depopulation.
the countryside was attributed to railway building which
provided alternative work for the rural workforce, the mobility
it facilitated and the fact that they brought urban enterprise
into cemperition with the rural. Railway building coincided with
another factor making for rural out-migration: changes in
agriculture such as the conversion of arable to pasture and
mechanisation. After 1890 the outflow subsided due to the

fall in rural fertility which was a result of the departure

of potential parents from the countryside; the suburbanization
of the countryside; and the exhaustion of work suitable for
transfer to the towns.

With regard to emigration, Cairncross again found sub-
stantial variation between north and south. In the north the
pattern was one of steadily increasing emigration up to 1890
with a temporary check in the 1870s, while in the south there
was a rise in emigration up to 1880 with a temporary check in
the 1860s. Like Thomas, Cairncross established a relationship
between the emigration of labour from Britain and the invest-
ment of capital overseas. Using the building trades as an
example he found that periods of active emigration were also
periods of heavy investment overseas/heavy borrowing by foreign
countries; the export of people and capital rose and fell to-
gether. When the exodus of British people overseas occurred
the resultant check to population growth at home reduced home
capital needs. Generally speaking the 1870s and 90s saw com-
paratively little emigration and not much foreign investment;
in the 1880s and after 1905 both took place on a very large

scale.

(iii) Primarily Social and Individual Studies.

In recent years several attempts have been made to go be-
yond the scope of administrative studies and "growth"-centred

aggregative economic studies, to investiage in more depth the

83 ibid., p.75.
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processes of social selection of emigrants and their adaptation.
This approach is especially well illustrated by the work of
Charlotte Erickson and Rollo Arnold.

In her early, largely institutional study of 'The
Encouragement of Emigration by British Trade Unions, 1850—1900';84
Erickson explored the emigration of British labour to the USA
from the perspective of the trade union movement, and the way
in which trade unionists looked upon emigration as representing
a practical solution to depression and unemployment. In a
manner reminiscent of Malthus, they reasoned that the fewer the
people, the more there would be for those left behind. Accord-
ingly 'surplus labour' should be removed. However, not all
trade unions believed that emigration was an effective soluticn
to the conditions of work and wages in Britain. For example,
the Cotton Spinners' Executive feared that the exodus of their
workers would not raise standards permanently in the mother
country. Indeed many trade union leaders were concerned that
the transfer of skilled British workers to the USA amounted to
Britain supplying skilled labour to a foreign competitor, a
process which might undermine Britain's competitiveness.
Furthermore, they took the view that if, for example, the
cotton operatives were to continue in their customary occupations
there would be no increaée in the general wage fund. Erickson
writes that trade union leaders believed that: "To derive
lasting benefit from emigration... they must remove workmen from
their jobs and place them on farms in British colonies."85
Unfortunately it was often the prospect of following their
established calling that attracted workers to the USA. 1In
addition, the journey took a mere two weeks in comparison to
the months it took to reach Australia or New Zealand. Conse-
quently, the workers often resisted their leaders' encourage-

ment to emigrate to one of the British colonies.

84 Erickson, C.J. 'The Encouragement of Emigration by British
Trade Unions, 1850-1900; PS, 3.pt.3, (1949), 248-273.

85 ibid., p.252.
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However, the flow of labour to the USA was ultimately
dictated not by conditions in England, but rather by the
American labour market. If we again take the cotton opera-

tives as an example "...although depression and poverty gave
(them) ... the 'emigration fever', it was the acute need for
labour in the United States which provided the means for their

w86 Although their Union had an emigration fund,

emigration.
it was often the case thatin times of depression in Britain
when the urgency to emigrafé was greatest, the Union was
least able to assist their workers. Without the financial
assistance of New England textile manufacturers and recruiting
agencies potential emigrants were unable to emigrate.87 This
is reinforced by the fact that when depression hit the American
iron trade in the 1870s, the iron workers who had previously
emigrated there, returned to England. When trade revived in
1878 the Union of English and Scottish Iron Founders again
turned their eyes to America. Erickson's study reiterates
the value of acknowledging both 'push' and 'pull' factors.
The emigration organised by British trade unionists was clearly
affected by conditions both in the 'home' and in the 'foreign'
labour market. Only by tracing these workers in the sending
and receiving areas can we understand the fluctuations in
their movement.

The theme of British emigration to the United States is
also the subject of 'Who were the English and Scots emigrants

to the United States in the late nineteenth century?'88 In

86 ibid., p.258.

87 The relative importance of the 'pull' factors vis a vis the
'push' is also discussed in Jerome, H. Migration and the
Business Cycle. National Bureau of Economic Research, New
York, 1926. He states that emigration from the British Isles
correlated more closely with the course of employment in
the USA than with unemployment in the British Isles. For
a contrasting view see Clements, F.V. 'Trade Unions and
Emigration, 1840-80,' PS, 9, pt.2 (1955), 167-180. Clements's
emphasis is on the role of 'push' factors in stimulating
emigration.

88 Erickson, C.J. 'Who were the English and Scots emigrants
to the United States in the late nineteenth century,' in
Glass, D.V. & Revelle, R. (eds), 1972, 347-381.
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this article Erickson adopted a novel approach to the study

of emigration by her use of passenger lists. The article
investigates the argument that emigration was more important

in the first half than in the second half of the nineteenth
century, and that emigration declined with maturing industrial~
isation. Proponents of this argument state that after 1850 the
growth of towns at home and the expansion of industrial em=-
ployment absorbed migration from the countryside and decreased

89

the need for rural workers to emigrate. Erickson's con-

tention was that in fact "...emigration was more important in
the last half of the century than it had been in the first
half."20 The passenger lists reveal that in the late 1880s
the United States attracted urban workers, many of whom had
only recently arrived from the countryside. Skilled workers
from modern manufacturing industries formed an insignificant
minority of these emigrants, most of whom were "marginal urban
workers", miners, and men from the building trades. Erickson
argued that these emigrants were 'pulled' to the USA by the
"rapid industrial advance" and by the "building boom", and
simultaneously 'pushed' from England and Scotland by a 1lull

in the building trade there. Substantial emigration was
therefore not eliminated in a mature industrial economy, con-
trary to the suppositions of many earlier writers, for even at

this stage the towns were unable to absorb all rural migrants.

An exception to the traditional approach of studying emi-
grants either in their sending or receiving areas (but not both)

is Erickson's Invisible Immigrants (1972), in which she traced

immigrants from Britain to the United States, focusing on their

processes of social selection and adaptation as revealed by the

89 Erickson cites as examples the work of Snow, E.C. in
Ferenzi, I & Willcox, W. (eds), Internal Migrations. 2 vols,
National Bureau of Economic Research Inc, New York, 1932.
Vol.2, pp.251-252. Also Davie, M.R. World Migration.
Macmillan & Co, New York, 1949, pp.58-59, and Johnston,

S.C. op.cit.
90 Erickson, C.J. op.cit., p.349.
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letters9l

they wrote 'home'. In her study immigrants were
grouped according to the occupations they entered in the

USA: agricultural, industrial, or professional/commercial/
clerical. She found that immigrants who entered agricultural
occupations were predominantly motivated by economic ambition,

"

and/or a desire to escape from "...unwanted social relations
arising out of economic dependence".92 Those who entered
industrial callings displayed similar economic motives, albeit
of a more positive nature, being "...more accurately expressed
as a hope of economic improvement, rather than a flight from

n93 However, there were also those whose emi-

impoverishment.
gration had social and political overtones, illustrated below
by the words of William Winterbottom, a carpenter who emigrated
in 1840:

"...tax from the cradle to the grave Even

if you lived in a pig stye you must pay for

light so o0ld Edmund Sung in is songs, and

as for Bright & Cobden did they ever do one

thing to better the sons of toil no never

it all the Love of gain & Self reduced man

to the level of a machine when they had

built there Big Factories...."%4
In contrast, those entering the professions appeared free of
economic pressures, emigrating to achieve status, or to escape
personal, and family problems.

With regard to the relationship between the labour market
in Britain and in the USA, it is interesting to note that those
entering agricultural occupations were not necessarily agri-
cultural labourers or even farmers, but were also craftsmen,
domestic workers, professional and commercial persons. The

importance of this aspect of Erickson's work is that it is

91 For a collection of documents describing the causes and
organisation of emigration, the emigrants' journey and
arrival see Erickson, C.J. (ed), Emigration from Europe,
1815-1914. Black, 1976.

92 Erickson, C.J. Invisible Immigrants, op.cit., p.27.

93 ibid., p.237.

94 ibid., p.234.
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only because she traced groups of immigrants from Britain to
the United States and investigated their lives in both
countries, that such information is available. And only upon
the basis of such information can we undertake a rounded
analysis of the flow of labour.

In the context of this thesis, a further aspect of
Erickson's work, namely her study of the "networks of dis-
tribution", requires attention. She discovered how letters
from friends and relatives were an important enticement to
prospective immigrants, and influenced their ultimate place
of settlement. To take the example of those letter writers
who were immigrants in agriculture, she suggested emigrant
recruiting agencies, from state governments to railway and
steamship companies and land organisations were less influential
than the immigrants' families in influencing their precise
place of settlement. For not only was the family a source
of news relating to wages and land prices, it also provided
the support these family groups needed on arrival in the
United States.

One of Erickson's principal concerns was with the social
and economic adjustment of immigrants. She found that those
in agriculture generally came to obtain land for their
families, and tended to settle in family groups, seeking little
contact with Americans. Those in agriculture from a middle
class background were especially aware of social class differ-
ences, and wishing to preserve them, consequently resisted the
equalising tendencies of American society. Immigrants in
industrial occupations on the other hand, were mainly single
young men who tramped for a few years after their arrival in the
United States, and accordingly welcomed the atmosphere of social
equality. Yet, like those in agriculture, they were dependant
on their British contacts for help, for example, in finding
lodgings and tended to have little contact with Americans. In
marked contrast to the behaviour of the above groups, those

in professional/commercial/clerical occupations spurned any



contact with the emigrant network, and settled in areas where
there were few immigrants. As their departure from England was
a result of personal or family crises, it is hardly surprising
that they sought help from outside the immigrant community.

One particular value of basing the study of immigrant
adaptation upon their personal letters is that these record the
immigrants' own perceptions of the labour market they had left
and that in which they settled - not Governmental or other
'authoritative' interpretations of their perceptions. The
letters show just how they responded to the fulfilment or
otherwise of the opportunities they had anticipated, and show
too the difficulties, both economic and personal, associated
with the relocation of people in other lands. The compilation
of such an original study is far from easy, since the collection
of such letters is difficult, and their use not free of
methodological problems. But, constituting as they do a
permanent record of the immigrants' own perceptions of their
problems, their motives for emigration, and of their lives in
a new country, the letters (and the study revolving around them)
provide a crucial counter-balance to those studies which reduce
immigrants to statistics and depict them as an undifferentiated
mass at the mercy of market forces.

We must acknowledge at this point that earlier collections
of letters do exist. However they were not presented in the
context of an academic study of process of social selection and
adaptation. 1Indeed, they were selected and used by contempora-
ries for propaganda purposes and their representation is
guestionable to say the least. One early collection is that
of the Rev. Surtees relating to the Parish of Banham in Norfolk:

Emigrants Letters, from Settlers in Canada and South Autralia,

collected in the Parish of Banham, Norfolk; with a Preface

addressed to Labourers by the Rev. Scott F. Surtees, Rector of
Banham. (1852).95 He collected the letters "quite at random"

in the hope that having read about the better living available

overseas many of his parishioners would be encouraged to leave

95 Surtees, S.F. Emigrants Letters, from Settlers in Canada
and South Australia, collected in the Parish of Banham,
Norfolk; with a Preface addressed to Labourers by the
Rev. Scott F. Surtees, Rector of Banham. Jarrold & Sons.
1852,
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and thus relieve his parish of its excess workforce. As would
be expected, the letters, exclusively from contented emigrants,
describe the comparatively cheap provisions, high wages, and
the prospect of independence in the colonies. Emigrant Read
wrote from South Australia:
"This is the country for the agricultural
labourer, especially if he has a large
family. Men with sons grown up are soon men
of independence. Wages are high..."9
James Tite, writing from Lower Canada, underlined the importance
these emigrants attached to independence:
"...I have a farm of my own, pretty well
stocked; I can work when I like and play
when I have a mind to; I can take my gun
and go a shooting, as well as any of the
farmer's sons; and we can go a fishing
when we please, and when we are hunting
we don't have no need to be afraid of
the gamekeeper."97
Although these letters were compiled with a particular interest
in mind and therefore do not reflect the experiences of a cross-
section of the emigrant community, nevertheless Surtees's
letter writers are reminiscent of those discovered by Erickson.
Many of her American immigrants sought not only to gain better
living standards, but also to escape the subordinate position

they occupied in English society.

The approach adopted by R. Arnold in The Farthest

. . o . 98
Promised Land, is reminiscent of the work of Erickson. Arnold

studied the movement of assisted labour from its origin in

England to its destination in New Zealand and analysed how the
two labour markets related to one another. More specifically,
he was concerned to weigh the impact of English rural immigra-

...t0o examine
n99

tion on community formation in New Zealand, and

emigration as an aspect of English agrarian history.

96 ibid., p.7.
97 ibid., pp.8-9.

98 Erickson, C.J. Invisible Immigrants , op.cit.

99 Arnold, R. The Farthest Promised Land. Victoria University
Press with Price Milburn, Wellington, 1981, p.xii.
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Arnold traced the plight of the rural labourer, finding
them to be landless, servile, demoralised men, with low wages,
a meagre diet, and poor living conditions. These circumstances

Arnold attributed to enclosures, the appearance of surplus

labour in the countryside, the destruction of cottage industries

by the Industrial Revolution, and the repressive attitudes of
the English ruling class in the wake of the French Revolution.
He noted that the labourers' discontent with their situation
had already culminated in the 1830's with the wave of protest
known as the Swing riots. In the 1870s, the period examined by
Arnold, the formation of Arch's Union was prompted by a harden-
ing of class lines between farmers and their labourers, and
the labourers' demand for "...adequate food, decent homes, the
chance to better themselves and secure a stake in the land, and
the right to be treated with full respect as free men."loo Tt
was to this Union that the New Zealand Government looked for
help to satisfy its immigration requirements. It hoped that
union encouragement of immigration would provide a reprieve
from the desperate labour shortages which were hindering the
country's development. As Arnold writes:

"Given the predicament of the English farm

labourers and the nature of his revolt, it

is not surprising that the New Zealand

authorities looked to the movement with

such hope. Their new land was hungry for

men accustomed to hard labour, and gifted

in the rural skills."10l
The distant colony could offer all the farm labourers demanded.
Indeed, immigrant letters reveal that the appeal of New
Zealand lay in the good wages, plentiful, good, cheap, food,
the short (usually 8 hour) working day, the general relief from
debt and poverty, and more egalitarian labour relations.

Arnold traced the inter-action of the labour needs of

England and New Zealand further, by in-depth studies of areas
which contributed substantially to the New Zealand immigration

drive of the 1870s, among them, the county of Kent. He dis-

100 ibid., p.35. But see Jones, E.L. 'The Agricultural Labour
Market in England, 1793-1872,' EHR, 2nd ser.XVII, no.2
(1964), 322-338, discussed below at p.92.

101 Arncld, R. op.¢it., Du3d5s
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covered how the New Zealanders had wcoed both the Kentish
branches of the National Agricultural Labourers Union, and
the affiliated Kent and Sussex Labourers Union. However, for
the latter, by the late 1870s emigration was not the only tool
to be used in the fight against employers. The Union encouraged
a Land and Cottage Fund, Sick Benefit Clubs, education and
general self-improvement for the labourers. Such activity,
wrote Arnold, was contrary to New Zealand's interests, as
...many...began to feel that the Kentish rural labourer did not
need to cross the oceans in order to enjoy a new day.“102
Nevertheless, a substantial number of Kentish labourers did
emigrate; in the period October 1873 - October 1874, the Kent
and Sussex Labourers Union claimed that it had assisted the
emigration of 3,000 persons. Arnold has traced such immigrants
back to their place of origin, including one Samuel Hinkley,
aged 25, a labourer who emigrated with his wife and two
children in 1874. Uncovering a record of a Samuel Hinkley
being charged with poaching in Brenchley in 1868, he suggested
that the parish "...may have been a particularly hungry place
at this period...."103
Arnold's study illuminates the circumstances of the
Kentish and indeed English rural labourer, and the ways in
which his needs complemented those of the New Zealand Govern-
ment. Both the National Agricultural Labourers Union and the
Kent and Sussex Labourers Union sought, through the mechanism
of emigration, an improvement in labourers' bargaining power
and living conditions. However, emigration was just one
response to adverse conditions in the labour market, and while
all else failed, it remained a popular one. Yet when alternata-
tives to emigration emerged, the flow diminished despite the
continued enticements of the New Zealand Government. This
suggests strongly that labourers looked upon emigration to
New Zealand as a last resort. ©Unlike trade unionists who moved

4
to America,lo‘

these emigrants could not so readily return to
102 1ibld.; p.i987.

103 -ibid., p.1989.

104 See Erickson, C.J. 1949, pp.71-72 of this Chapter.

~]
el




England if life in New Zealand did not meet up to their
expectations. Finally, the ebb and flow of the tide of
emigration was predominantly determined by changing circum-
stances in the home country. In this case at least, the 'push'

forces were stronger than the 'pull'.

CHANGES IN NINETEENTH CENTURY RURAL SOCIETY; OPTIMISTIC
AND "~ RESSIMISTIC VIEWS

By the early nineteenth century the enclosure of common
and waste land, and the consolidation of land into large
holdings was well under way. The reasons for, and the effect
of these changes were discussed by Chambers and Mingay in The
Agricultural Revolution 1750-1880 (1966). They argued that

the enclosure of land which occurred in the eighteenth and

early nineteenth centuries was not a sudden breach with the
past, but in many cases merely completed the work of centuries.
The cause of acceleration of the movement towards consolidation
and enclosure lay in the needs of the 'new farming', that is:

"...the spread of more flexible rotations

of crops, embracing roots, legumes and

improved grasses which by providing more

fodder enabled the land to carry more

stock, which in turn enriched the soil

with their manure... the improvement of

livestock by selective breeding, experi-

ments in drainage and the treatment of

the soil... and the introduction of new 105

machinery and better-designed implements."”
This new husbandry could be put into practice on large,
enclosed holdings. For example, enclosed farms facilitated
the use of new machinery which could not be used economically
on small, scattered holdings; the grazing of herds on enclosed
pasture limited the spread of disease which had been encouraged
by mixed grazing which in turn hindered the development of
improved herds; the cultivation of roots and legumes required
large acreages. There were other incentives to enclose:

newly enclosed land which had been previously cultivated

105 Chambers, J.D. & Mingay, G.E. op.cit., p.54.
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could be used more effectively; the enclosure of land
previously lain as waste, and the ploughing and cultivation
of common land, all increased the area of land under cultivation.
Moreover enclosed farms yielded higher rents, and large farms
were more able to withstand price fluctuations. Thus, in
general, enclosed, large holdings would be more efficient,
productive and profitable.

The effect of enclosure and consolidation on the rural
social structure is the subject of great dispute. Chambers
and Mingay examined their impact from the perspectives of the
small freeholder, the cottager and the squatter. They argued
that only the very small land owner would have found enclosure
too costly and have consequently found it necessary to sell

106 as a whole were able

his land. In contrast, small farmers
to meet the cost of enclosure, since the resulting increase in
the value of land enabled them to take out mortgages for this
purpose. Those obliged to sell would have been replaced not
by large landholders but by other small farmers. Thus in their
view any decline in the numbers of small farmers which occurred
in this period could not be attributed to enclosures, but was a
product of a combination of factors such as the rise in the
burden of poor rates, the greater profitability of large farms,
the fall in prices at the end of the Napoleonic Wars, and the
growth of alternative occupations outside farming. This decline
of the small farmer in fact occurred after 1815, when the main
period of enclosure was over. Enclcsures may have encouraged
this tendency "...but (the decline) in no sense depended on
it."lO7

The effect of enclosure upon the cottager and squatter was,
they argued, also minimal. The evidence concerning the value

of the commons to labouring men often seems contradictory,

106 See also Mingay, G.E. Enclosure and the Small Farmers in
the Age of the Industrial Revolution. 1968, Macmillan
Press Ltd, 1976 edition; Chambers, J.D. 'Three Essays on
the Population and Economy of the Midlands,' in Glass, D.V.
& Eversley, D.E.C. (eds), 1965, 308-353.

107 Chambers, J.D. & Mingay, G.E. op.cit., p.92.
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because conditions varied from one locality to another.
Generally, however, Chambers and Mingay argued that the
cottagers' loss of access to the commons was compensated for
by an increase in the volume and regularity of employment
which followed enclosure: for example, there was a substantial
demand for labour for the making of fences and hedges. The
only loss of employment occurred when permanent pasture in-
creased at the expense of arable land. Consequently they
attributed the growth in rural unemployment and the numbers of
landless labourers not to enclosures but to the growth of
population in the countryside,108 especially in areas where

the increase of people was not matched by a growth in industrial
employment. One thing of which there is no doubt is that over
the long run, after 1815, there was a clear downward trend in
the numbers of small farmers and an upward swing in the numbers

of unemployed, landless labourers.

These views stand in sharp contrast to those set out at
the beginning of the present century by J.L. and B. Hammond
in The Village Labourer (1911). 1In the first place, according

to the Hammonds, enclosures were forced upon the small farmers

and cottagers with no regard for their rights or interests:
"...it was only the pressure of the powerful
interests that decided whether a committee
should approve or disapprove of an Enclosure
Bill...a procedure that enabled rich men to
fight out their rival claims at Westminster
left the classes that could not send counsel
to Parliament without a weapon or a voice."1l09

More importantly,. in their view, the success of enclosure
proved fatal to three classes: "...the small farmer, even if

he received his fair share in the division of common fields,

was usually unable to cope with the expense of enclosing his

108 A more recent argument for the importance of demographic
as opposed to institutional factors has been put forward
by Armstrong, W.A. 'The Influence of Demographic Factors
on the Position of the Agricultural Labourer in England
and Wales, cl1750-1914,' AHR, 29, pt.2 (1981), 71-82.

109 Hammond, J.L. & B. op.cit., p.21.
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holding and so was obliged to sell. Those who survived were
crippled by their lack of access to fallow and stubble pasture,
the result being that "...the small farmer either emigrated to
America or to an industrial town, or became a day labourer."llo
The effect of enclosure upon the cottager was equally devastat-
ing: "...before enclosure the cottager was a labourer with land,
after enclosure he was a labourer without land. The economic
basis of his independence was destroyed."lll Denied access
to common land, the labourers could no longer keep a cow, gather
fuel or cut fern for litter. Allotments, when granted, wére a
poor compensation for this loss, especially as many of them
were located at an impractical distance from the labourers'
cottages. The Hammonds noted other events and circumstances
which exacerbated the plight of the labourers: the industrial
revolution swept away his family's earnings; food which he had
formerly produced himself, he now had to buy in a rising market
with wages which did not keep pace with inflation; moreover
movement in search of work outside the parish was difficult
in the face of the Laws of Settlement. Traditionally sgquatters
had even fewer rights than the cottagers, and the treatment
they received depended on the length of time they had been in
occupation of their land. For example, those of less than twenty
years standing were usually only permitted to buy their encroach-
ment. Like all the cottagers, they lost their common rights.
For the Hammonds, then, enclosures brought about a great

change in the rural social structure:

"The peasant with rights and a status, with

a share in the fortunes and government of

his wvillage, standing in rags, but standing

on his feef, makes way for the labourer with

no corporate rights to defend, no corporate

power to invoke, no property to cherish, no

ambition to pursue, bent beneath the fear

of his masters, and the weight of a future
without hope."112

110 ibid., p.59.
111 ibid., p.59.
112 ibid., p.63.
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The work of the Hammonds, while perhaps clouded by their
overwhelming sympathy for the village labourer, suggested that
rural society was becoming increasingly polarised in the early
nineteenth century into one of large farmers and landless
labourers. Among more recent historians, Hobsbawm and Rudé

in Captain Swing (1969) also portray the gap between farmer

and labourer as an ever deepening one. They found evidence
for this in "...the separation of employer from labourer, the
labour contract, the methods of wage—payments;"ll3 more
specifically, the end of living-in, shorter hiring contracts,
the decline of hiring fairs and the substitution of cash for
kind payments. According to Hobsbawm and Rudé the process
was one of "...the transformation of the relations between the
rural rich and the rural poor, the farmers and their labour
force, into a purely market relationship between employer and
proletarian."114

With regard to the separation of employer from labourer
Hobsbawm and Rudé first noted that, under the 'old' order, it
was customary for the farm servant to live-in with thevemployer
until s/he got married. Although status differences were never

forgotten, "...the relation between master and servant was
equally clearly not gquite that between mere employer and mere
worker. Their lives were intertwined... they worked and ate
together, at the same table."115 Upon marriage the farm
servant moved out of the farm house and rented a cottage with
a garden or allotment, which together with his/her access to
common land, facilitated the keeping of a pig or the growing
of vegetables, in this manner providing some security for the
family in times ofunemployment or of high food prices. By the
early nineteenth century many farmers were finding the payment
of wages cheaper than the maintenance of workers in the farm
house. Moreover, as a result of their war-time prosperity,

farmers came to see themselves in the role of gentlemen, and

113 Hobsbawm, E.J. & Rudé, G. op.cit., p.l18.
114 ibid., p.18.

115 ibid., pp.18-19.
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their wives and daughters as ladies. Thus for social reasons,
they considered it to be demeaning to have their workforce
living under the same roof. The desire for separation was not
one-sided; farm servants resented the restricted life they had
in the farmhouse, and readily accepted independence and a cash
wage. While this was not a dis-advantage when wages were good
and employment regular, the not infrequent irregularity of
employment and low wages meant that ultimately farm servants
gained nothing from this change.

The method of wage payment varied with the class of labour:
farm servants were paid lawmgely in kind, weekly labourers by cash
and varying allowances in kind, harvesters by cash supplemented
with food, drink, some gleaning and free carting of wood. Farm
servants were paid by the year, labourers by time, and har-
vesters were paid either by the piece or a previously agreed
sum for the whole harvest. Even partial payment in kind
guaranteed the farm servant or labourer a means of support. At
times of low prices it made sense to the farmer to pay his
workers in this manner. Yet the price boom in the war-years
meant that greater benefit followed from selling his goods on
the open market and paying his workers in cash. In this manner
the burden of price fluctuations was thrown upon the shoulders
of the employees. Because their wages were not linked to the
rate of inflation, and because goods previously given by the
farmer were no longer within reach, living standards fell.

Under the 'old' order too, the nature of the labour con-
tract also varied with the type of labour: servants received a
yearly hire at the hiring fairs, harvesters were hired for the
'harvest month', casual labourers for the week or even the day.
Whereas the longer periods of hiring were a necessity in years
when labour was not abundant, the appearance of a permanent
surplus in the late eighteenth/early nineteenth century under-
mined this tradition. According to Hobsbawm and Rudé:

"What affected the labour market was not
of course mere numerical increase, but
the failure of agricultural employment

to rise correspondingly, the failure of
non-agricultural employment to develop




sufficiently in the farming counties, and

perhaps most cbviously, the failure of the

surplus population to migrate."116
So, once the farmers were guaranteed a ready supply of labour,
long-term contracts were not simply unecessary, but in fact a
liability, for he then had to maintain his workforce in bad
times when there was not enough work to go round. Consequently:
in the early nineteenth century periods of hire were shortened
for all kinds of farm labour, and the tradition of hiring fairs
died down. The employer no longer needed to search for his
workforce - they came to him looking for work.

The nature of the labour contract is also discussed by
Ann Kussmaul. In her work on farm servitude, Kussmaul studied
many aspects'of this institution. She firstly defined this
group of agricultural workers, differentiating them from the
non-resident, less permanent, agricultural labourers and

identifying their place within the rural social order. She
found such workers to be very numerous in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, representing 60% of the population aged
15 to 24.ll7 However, their presence was not uniform through-
out the country: there was an inverse relationship between the
employment of farm servants and agricultural labourers, the
south and east employing more of the latter. This geographical
divide was related to land use and farm size, the pastoral,
small farmers of the north and west relying most on such labour.
Other factors affecting the keeping of farm servants were demo-

graphic: "...service was uniquely suited to a farming environ-
ment of nuclear families, high rates of mortality, and a high
age at marriage."118

Kussmaul then discussed the method of hiring of servants,
the duration of their contracts, and social aspects of the
institution, such as servants' and masters' privacy and their
general relationship. She found that servants were hired on
a yearly basis, at the annual hiring fairs. Since most left

their master at the end of the year, farm servants comprised

116 - ibid., p.22.

117 Kussmaul, A. Servants in husbandry in early modern England.
CUP, Cambridge, 1981, p.3.

118 ibid., p.24.
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a very mobile occupational group. Their decision to move was
influenced by the presence of kin in other areas, and their
informal information network. Moreover there was little to
impede their movement since they were devoid of dependants and
possessions. Kussmaul wrote that this interchange of labour
implied uniform, rigid, agricultural practices; yet at the
same time such a mobile population spread technological change
when it moved from a more to a less 'advanced' area.

The nature of farm service changed little in the sewnteenth
and weighteenth centuries: "It took the conjunction of the
structural changes of enclosure, the growth in the size of farms,
and new agricultural techniques with hyperinflation, the Poor
Law, and Napoleon's exile to Elba, to cause the rush towards
extinction to begin."ll9 At the beginning of the nineteenth
century the inflation caused a general shift to wheat with the
need for constant labour being met by day labourers. Wildly
fluctuating food prices in the years 1794-1801, (which produced
an increase in the cost of living of 79%),120 made farmers
reluctant to board their employees. Furthermore in times of
underemployment or unemployment, the farm servant was the
responsibility of his/her master, and not of the Poor Law
Guardians. Thus servants were a potential financial burden;
moreover, one vear's residence granted them settlement and
thus a right to relief and so even after leaving a farmer's
employment they could be a drain on his purse in effecting ris-
ing poor rates. Consequently during the post=181l5 depression
when there was a glut in the south and eastern agricultural
labour market, farmers hired servants either for a period
shorter than one year, or not at all. Indeed, some landlords
stipulated in their leases that tenants were not to hire servants.
The relative rise in mid-century in the price of animal products
and the benefits of pastoral farming caused some farmers in the
north and west to cling to old methods of employment, but in the
south and east even this price change did not arrest the ex-

tinction of the farm servant. So after 1815 labour was hired

119 ibid.; p.119.

120 ibid., p.l122.
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only when it was needed, and the "...underemployment of

servants was replaced by the unemployment of labourers."121

Hobsbawm and Rudé argued that living standards amongst
agricultural workers fell during the early nineteenth century
(see pp.85-86 of this Chapter), and Kussmaul referred to the
unemployment prevalent amongst labourers, implying detrimental
living conditions. The subject of labourers' living standards
is explored in greater depth by T.L. Richardson in his study
of Kent in the period 1790—1840.122 He painted a similar,
pessimistic, picture to that of Hobsbawm and Rudé. Richardson
examined commodity prices and the structure of household
expenditure, finding that food, shelter and warmth consumed
over 90% of labourers' income. They were thus very susceptible
to price fluctuations, especially that of bread; when bread
prices fell their consumption of 'luxury' items such as meat,
sugar and tea increased. There were three identifiable phases
in the cost of living in the years 1790-1840: inflation 1794-1812,
deflation 1812-1823 (with the exception of 1817) and finally
price rises 1823 to the early 1830s.

Having established the trend in the cost of living
Richardson then compared this to the wage curve, and identified
a fairly close degree of correlation between the two.

After 1815 the regularity of
employment determined the agricultural labourers standard of
living. Yet even for labourers in regular employment there was
only a marginal improvement in the deflationary period. As
Richardson wrote "A 5 per cent improvement in real wages after
a wait of thirty-five years was but a modest gain for labourers
who were in regular employment. For labourers who were only
able to obtain employment at irregular intervals their standard

nl23

of living situation must have been lamentable. In fact in

121 ibid., p.125.

122 Richardson, T.L. 'The Agricultural Labourer's Standard
of Living in Kent 1790-1840,' in Oddy, D.J. & Miller, D.S.
(eds), The Making of the Modern British Diet, Croom Helm,
1976, 103-116.

123 ibid., p.l08.
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Kent in 1816 as much as a quarter to a third of the rural
labour force were altogether without work. Consequently in
terms of real wages which allows for wage and price levels
and unemployment, Richardson found "...a catastrophic fall in

nl24 and

real wages for almost the whole period 1790-1840,
therefore a decline in the standard of living.
A contrasting, more optimistic view of workers' living

125 Their

standards was adopted by Lindert and Williamson.
article was wider in scope than the work of Richardson since
they studied not only the farm labourer but also other occupa-
tional groups such as artisans, blue-collar workers and white-
collar employees. However in this review of their work we will
focus chiefly on their analysis of agricultural workers'
standard of living. They firstly turned their attention to the
full-time earnings of adult males, and found that in the latter
half of the eighteenth century farm labourers gained ground on
higher-paid workers though after 1815 the gap between lower and
higher-paid workers widened. When money wages were compared

to the cost of living, they discovered an improvement in real
wages between 1810-1815, a decline 1815-19, followed by a con-
tinuous rise which led to real wages nearly doubling by the
mid-nineteenth century. The rise in real wages was in fact

126 calculated.

more than optimists such as Deane and Coale
Furthermore even the relative earning power of women and children
did not decline (except amongst the youngest). They viewed un-
employment as an overstated issue since even agricultural

workers underwent general improvement in employment after 1824.
They conclude that generally "The trend in unemployment thus
could not have detracted greatly from the improvement in

workers' real wages, and it may even have contributed to their

improvement."127

124 4bid., p.idd.
125 Lindert, P.H. & Williamson, J.G. op.cit.
126 Deane, P. & Coale, W.A. op.cit., pp.25-26. They estimated

that real wages grewby about 25% in the years 1800-24 and
over 40% in 1824-5C.

127 Lindert, P.H. & Williamson, J.G. op.cit., p.l6.
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In response to the pessimists who included factors such
as health, housing and work discipline in their evaluation of
the standard of living, Lindert and Williamson also assessed
these factors. They wrote that national life expectancy
improved after 1800, as mortality declined both in the country-
side and the urban centres. Looking at "the quality of life
factors" of urban workers, they assessed that the compensation
for a higher cost of living and a lower quality of life was a
wage premium of 65% in the second quarter of the nineteenth

century.128

In conclusion they wrote that if the pessimists

want to find justification for their arguments regarding the
worsening of living standards they need to focus on the years
1750-1820, since after 1820 material gains for workers were
greater than even the optimists suggested. Furthermore, they
could strengthen their case against the optimists by peinhng ta
the influence of social injustice and social disorder on the

workforce in the nineteenth century.

Thus far we have presented contrasting evidence regarding
the living standards and position of the agricultural labourers.
For example, Chambers and Mingay wrote that the work of the

village labourer increased in volume and regularity in the
early nineteenth century, whereas the Hammonds suggested that
the position of the agricultural labourer was severely under-
mined by his loss of work and economic independence. This
specific theme of employment amongst agricultural workers
is addressed by Snell129 and Jones.l3O

Snell took a more pessimistic view of workers' employment
prospects than, as we shall see, Jones. He examined long-term
changes in unemployment in agriculture amongst men and women
in the years 1690-1860. Using settlement examinations he plotted
the percentage of unemployment which occurred in each calendar

month amongst workers, specifically drawing attention to the

128 ibid., p.22.

128 Snell, XK.D.M. 'Agricultural Seasonal Unemployment, the
Standard of Living, and Women's Work in the South and East,
1690-1860,' EHR, 2nd ser. XXXIV, no.3 (1981), 407-437.

130 Jones, E.L. op.cit.
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employment differentials amongst males and females, and between
different regions. In the period 1690 to 1750 Snell identified
male unemployment as being lowest during harvest and highest at
winter in grain-growing areas. By contrast in areas where live-
stock was important, male unemployment occurred in spring after
the calving and dairying season. For women spring and harvest
held out best employment prospects in both grain and pastoral
areas but with the changes in agricultural technology and pro-
duction women increasingly lost their harvest employment to men
so that they had more security in the spring while the men were

more secure at harvest. Consequently a "...marked sexual

division of labour..."l3l

occurred which resulted in a general
decline in female participation and earning capacity after 1750.
The gradual withdrawal of women from the agricultural labour
market was not the result of Victorian morality - but economic
change in the eighteenth century: "...the historical determin-
ants of women's economic and domestic roles would appear to be
located primarily in seemingly autonomous changes in the
structure of the economy, rather than in shifts of social
attitudes."l32

This sexual division of labour was reflected in sexual
wage differentials. Before 1800 there existed an inverse

correlation between male and female wages.

The decline
of women's participation in grain production and their engage-
ment in "...the increasingly insignificant dairy and calving
season, in spring weeding, and in early summer haymaking"l33
depressed their wages in the nineteenth century. The detri-
mental implications of this change and withdrawal of female
labour for the familial income (and therefore the standard of

living) would have been limited if enclosures and the new

131" Snell, K.D.M. op.cit., p.413.
132 - ibid., p.436.

133 " ibid.; p.422;
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agricultural practices provided more regular work for the men,
particularly in seasons when they tended to experience unemploy-
ment. However Snell disagrees that they had this effect134

and writes that male employment continued to suffer from
seasonality in the nineteenth century. Furthermore the familial
income would not have been so affected if the women entered
alternative occupations such as domestic service, dressmaking

or millinery. But in the east there were few such alternatives
for women. Indeed Snell writes that the men may have sought to
limit female employment in order to reduce their own unemploy-
ment. The decline of female participation in agriculture was
further enhanced by the separation of home and work place with
the unfortunate result of making the family dependant on the
male income which had drastic results at times of male unem-
ployment. In the north the position of women was not the same
and thus the family income less vulnerable; agricultural
employment for both sexes was comparatively highly paid, there
was alternative female employment, much greater continuity in
hiring practices, and more prolonged and fuller female employ-

ment

Jones in 'The Agricultural Labour Market in England, 1793-

1872, 13

agricultural lakourers. He examined the trends in the supply

also addressed himself to the subject of work for

and demand for agricultural labour, and more specifically in-
vestigated the proposition that in the third gquarter of the
ninet-senth century there was a glut in labour supply. Jones
wrote that the Revolutionary and Napolecnic Wars engaged many
farm workers at a time when enclosures increased a demand for
their labour at home. It was the resultant shortage of hands

as opposed to any desire on the part of the farmers to free
themselves of some of their workforce, that prompted farmers

to experiment with mechanization. The ending of the wars in
1815 released men from both the fighting and the war industries.

This influx of labour coincided with the growth of population

134 (For a contrary view see Chambers, J.D. in Glass, D.V. &
Eversley, D.E.C. (eds), op.cit.).

135 Jones, E.L. 1964.
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in the countryside which unfortunately was not matched by a
corresponding increase in jobs. In fact the population growth
removed any advantage which could otherwise have been obtained
from an expansion of employment. As a result there emerged
"...a serious, although mainly seasonal, surplus of labour
which depressed the average annual wage to distressingly low

"136  gSome labour shortages still occurred at harvest

levels...
time, but in general demand was high at times of price peaks

as in 1818, 1824, the late 1830s and early 1840s, and low in
the troughs of 1815-1816, 1822-23, and the late 20s.

For Jones, the 1840s were the turning point in labour
demand. The construction of the railways pulled men away from
the farms, and shortages of labour were reported. The situa-
tion was particularly critical at times of peak cultivation
and crop gathering; at harvest time the deficit was no longer
fully met by an influx from Celtic countries. These shortages
continued into the 1850s and 60s, at which time intensification
of farming methods produced a growth in the demand for agri-
cultural labour. Yet at this time the workforce were leaving
the land in response to better wages available in the towns,
or the promise of wealth at the Australian gold diggings. Once
more the farmers were encouraged to mechan1;e,7a move which
transformed the structure of the agricultural workforce - there
emerged an elite of more skilled and better paid workers who
operated the new machinery. 1In order to improve the supply
of workers, and to encourage their workforce to stay on the
land, farmers were obliged to improve conditions. Jones argued
that the growth of Arch's Union in the 1870s was therefore not
a sudden desperate response to appalling conditions, but on the
contrary, was the response to a check in the upward course of

the standard of living.

136 ibid., p.325.

137 For a discussion of mechanization see Collins, E.J.T. 1969.

Collins, agreeing with Jones, writes that mechanization was
"...primarily a response to a deteriorating harvest labour
market" (p..455). He attributes harvest labour shortages
after 1835 to urban employment opportunities which removed
the incentive for non-agricultural workers to supplement
their incomes by harvest work; the decline of cottage

industry in areas where it had been a major source of casual

labour; decline in the size of the female agricultural

labour force because domestic service was comparatively more

attractive; decline of interregional labour flows - for
example the Irish - as regional labour shortages declined.
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Chambers, Mingay, the Hammonds and Jones, although dis-
puting the origins of the surplus of labour in the early nine-
teenth century, are in agreement that it existed. The Hammonds
took their argument one step further, stating, like Snell, that
the position of the agricultural labourer deteriorated not only
as a result of his loss of work, but also through the loss of
work for his family. This latter point is studied by Pamela
Horn in her examination of the role of children in the rural

labour market.138

Against a background of poor housing, poor
diet and general deprivation it is clear why children from
labouringl39 families were sent out to work at the earliest
opportunity. Apart from the financial needs, Horn cites the
view prevalent at this time that unless a boy began to work at
six or seven, "...or at the latest 8, he (would) never grow

|ll4o

into the man he ought to be. Labouring families were not

alone in wanting their offspring to work: farmers sought the
labour of children as they were a cheap workforce and readily
available as the season dictated. The effect of this was that
school attendance often became dependant on the needs of the
land. Furthermore, Horn noted that children felt guilty if they
were not at work. She quotes a Huntingdcn labourer who was

a child in the late 1870s:

"Arter I were about nine year old, I got
ashamed o'going to school when other
folks went to work. One morning some

men were working in a field as I passed
on my way to schoocl, and I 'eard cne on
'em say 'look at that bloody grut ol'bor
still a-going to school. Oughta be getting
'is own living.' After that I used to
get into the dykes and slink along out
o'sight in case anybody should see me and
laugh at me."141

138 Horn, P. 'Country Children,' in Mingay, G.E. (ed), 1981
vol.2, 521-530.

139 children of small farmers were also required to work -
and probably more often since their parents could not
afford to be without their labour.

140 Horn, P. op.cit., p.524.

141 ibid., pp.528-529.



The work undertaken by boys was on the land and varied
with the specific agricultural needs of a particular area.
Their tasks included: scaring birds from newly-sown crops,
watching animals feeding in unfenced areas, weeding crops,
stone-picking, bean-setting, hay-making, harvesting, fruit-

gathering and potato—picking.142

Girls were more commonly

employed in domestic service, or where it survived, domestic

industry. However at harvest time they were required to help

the boys with "leading the horses, carrying food and drink

to the harvesters, and helping to bind the corn into sheaves."143
Conditions of work for the children were arduous. Bird-

scaring, for example, involved the child being in the field in

all weathers from daybreak until dusk, devoid of any company

as farmers believed that "...two boys is half a boy and three

boys no boy at all.n144

The use of child labour was questioned
when in 1866 the Royal Commission on Children's Employment pro-
duced evidence of the hardships suffered by children working

in public agricultural gangs, which were mostly to be found

in East Anglia. The Commission reported on the young age of
these employees (often aged between 7 and 12), the long hours
they worked, the harsh discipline to which they were subjected,
and the long distance (5 - 7 miles) they had to walk to work.
It was not unknown for the younger children to be so exhausted
from work that they had to be carried home by older children.
The picture of misery painted by the Commission resulted in

the Gangs Act of 1867 which, amongst other things, eliminated
children under 8 years of age from gangs. However it was not
until the 1870 Education Act and the Agricultural Children Act
of 1873 that children, at least in theory, received more com=-
prehensive protection. The 1873 legislation removed those
below eight from the labour market, the minimum age for gang

work was raised to ten, and those aged 8 - 12 had to attend

142 ibid., p.524.
143 ibid., p.526.

144 ibid., p.525.
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school for a specific period. Later legislation (the Education
Act of 1876) made school attendance for 5 to 10 year olds
compulsory, while those aged 10-14 had to attend part-time,
unless they could prove themselves competent in the three R's.
Thus in Horn's view, and contrary to the Hammonds, children's
participation in the labour market was not restricted until the

last quarter of the nineteenth century.

In her study The Rural World (1980), Horn pursued many of
€.1% While their

the subjects examined by Hobébawm and Rud
study is more specific in geographical terms, Horn's covers
both wider geographic area and alsc a longer time span. She
divided her work into four periods: the end of the Eighteenth
Century, the War Years, the Post-War Years and the Mid-
Nineteenth Century. In her first division she examined the
insularity of the rural community, social stratification, and
economic regional differentiation. She found that at the end
of the eighteenth century people were living in a very local
world, migration usually occurring within a ten mile radius.
This "localism" pervaded every aspect of life, for example,
marriage, and was prevalent amongst all social classes. This
finding is of particular interest to our study. Furthermore
she found the position of the agricultural labourer to be
generally worsening, though there was a marked demarcation
between conditions in northern and southern England. Unfortun-
ately the labourer was powerless to effect any alteration in
the organisation of his life.

During the War Years, like Hobsbawm and Rudé, Horn found
that the position of the labourer deteriorated further. She
noted the end of the custom of living=-in, food shortage and un-
and under-employment. With the acceleration of enclosure, on
balance, the labourer and the smaller men suffered. Although
the smaller farmer did not disappear, those who reaped the
benefits of enclosure were the larger landlords who Were
efficient farmers and could afford the cost of enclosures.

The ending of the War ushered in a period of labourers' riots

and machine-breaking, the result of low wages and the general

145 Horn, P. The Rural World, 1800-50. Hutchinson, 1980;
Hobsbawm, E.J. & Rudé, G. op.cit.
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deterioration of living conditions.

Horn examined in detail specific aspects of the Post-War
World: the system of poor relief, village institutions, the
prevalence and treatment of crime and punishment and the
struggle over the Corn Laws. In her review of the administration
of the New Poor Law she noted the reluctance of officials to
incarcerate people in the workhouse since it was cheaper to keep
persons requiring help on out-relief. Consequently in the
course of this study we must bear in mind that, according to
Horn, the majority of people in receipt of relief did not enter
a workhouse, and thus statistics for out-relief are very import-
ant in evaluating poverty. Next Horn examined the development
of education inrural communities, the presence of some day
schocls and the emergence of the Sunday school. The system
was not a very satisfactory one since schooling was interrupted
by the need for child labour, especially in the south. Moreover
many Boards of Guardians refused out-door relief to parents
whose children attended school. In her examination of village
institutions Horn alsc looked at village associations, sporting
events, and organised religion, and the role they played in
rural life. For example, associations such as the Labourer's
Friend Society (formed in 1831) sought to obtain allotments for
labourers deprived of land as a result of allotments, while
friendly societies encouraged prudence and self-dependance by
their system of weekly payments to the clubs. In turn, the
clubs provided aid in hard times and so the distressed had no
need to resort to the Poor Law. However the societies also
exercised moral control over their members, excluding any
person known to be "a profane swearer, drunkard, sabbath
breaker, thHief or otherwise notoriously wicked."l46

Maintaining peace and order amongst the labouring class
was in fact an issue causing concern amongst the rural
magistracy. There were few professional rural police forces
and consequently much law enforcement was left to the dis-
cretion of the injured party. Punishments were often excessive

- there being more than two hundred statutory capital offences

146 Hilton Friendly Society cited in Horn, P. op.cit., p.1l44.
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until mid-century when they decreased to two: murder and
treason. Other legislation acted to the detriment of the

labourers, namely the Game Laws. As Horn wrote,l47

the right
to shoot game was annexed to a particular social position, to
property rights, and so the crime of paching became widespread;
in 1830, one-seventh of the criminal convictions in the country
were for offences against the game laws, with transportation

t.148  Those who were imprisoned suffered

a common punishmen
dire conditions in prison. These had always been problematic
but with a low prison population,l49 this was not a major
cause for concern. However, in the nineteenth century the
prison population increased, partly a result of the crime which
occurred in the post-War years. Slowly legislation was passed
making prison life more humane.

Just as the Game Laws reflected the power of the propertied
class, so too politics were dominated by the landed interest.
Any efforts to exert influence on the part of the working class
were severely crushed, as exemplified by the events in Tolpuddle,
whose pioneering trade unionists were transported. Labourers
posed no political threat in rural society - it was in fact
the farmers who were involved in disruption, over the issue of

protectionism. Repeal, according to Horn, was a "...clear sign
of the declining political and economic power of the landed
interest and of the emergence of urban industrialism and
commerce as major forces...from the late 1860s and beyond it
was to manifest itself with a growing and unmistakable clar-
ity."lso

Indeed much had changed from the late eighteenth to the
mid-nineteenth century. By the 1850s the three-tiered structure
of landlord, farmer and labourer was clearly established. The
concentration of landownership and the dominance of large owners
was evident, though small owners and small tenants had not al-

gether disappeared. Within this general trend there were

[
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ibid., p.173.
148 ibid., p.178.

149 1In 1779 no fewer than 130 gaols and houses of correction
had under ten inmates. ibid., p.188.

150 ibid., p.221.
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regional variations in the patterns of landownership, as
between sheep-rearing districts, arable districts and forest
areas. However much of central and southern England was
clearly stratified, the agricultural labourers being at the
bottom of the social spectrum. The influence of the large
landlord was felt in every sphere of rural society - even the
letter carrier was appointed after consultation with the major
landlord. There were of course those landlords who attempted
to exercise a beneficial effect on their tenants and many felt
it their moral duty to improve, for example, their labourers'
housing. In fact Horn believes that from mid-century conditions
improved for agricultural labourers as wages rose with the
availability of alternative employment outside agriculture

and the often resultant labour shortages in the countryside.
Nevertheless there was a readily identifiable rural exodus, a
result of 'push' factors in the village and of 'pull' factors
outside the community. "The more rural an area was, the more
likely it was to suffer a heavy outflow of population. That

was the message of Victorian Britain."121

SUMMARY

We have seen how in the nineteenth century the framework
of the debate concerning population and the economy was supplied
by Malthus's cry of "overpopulation". This was widely regarded
as the main cause of poverty, which occurred because the pop-
ulation, acting in accordance with inexorable "laws of nature",
increased beyond the capacity of the means of subsistence. Few
contemporaries with the exception of Wakefield and Horton viewed
population movement as anything but a short-term solution to the
problem of population growth. Wakefield and Horton advocated
emigration and colonisation as a remedy to England's populaticn
'problem', believing like Malthus, that population did not ad-
just automatically to the economic needs of, in this case, the
mother country and the colonies, and that it therefore had to
be redistributed by the authorities.

The modern debate regarding population and the economy is
set within the framework of the role of population growth in
industrialisation. One aspect of this subject is the relation-

ship of e/migration to industrial capitalism, or in the case of

151 ibid., p.256.
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this thesis, to a capitalist rural economy. Ravenstein's
seminal work identified the responsiveness of population to
economic circumstances as evidenced by the "currents of
migration" flowing from remote rural areas to more attractive
urban locations. A little later Redford suggested how these
currents could spill overseas, and thus how internal migration
Telated to the international movement of labour. Like Ravenstein,
he perceived population movement to be responsive to economic
circumstances in areas both sending and receiving labour.
The work of Collins, Samuel and Hobsbawm identified the season-
ality of much of the internal movement of labour, such short-
term migration being closely related to labour demands. They
found the labouring class and the artisans to have been very
aware of work opportunities outside their native parish.
Clark, Patten and Saville focused on the apparently more
permanent internal flows of labour, though again they dealt
with migration within national boundaries. Saville pinpointed
the decay in rural domestic industry and rural employment as
the main cause of the rural exodus to the towns.

The work of Thomas focused on the movement cf labour
within the Atlantic economy, identifying how internal and
international migration were related to home investment and
the export of capital respectively. He demonstrated the manner
in which the labour force was responsive to the s€culavx ~ise and

fall  of investment in Britain and the United States, as such
investment affected the availability of employment. Although
working from a different perspective, Arnold and Erickson also
highlighted the importance of studying migration in a wider con-
text than that of the home or foreign labour market. Arnold
traced the movement of English rural labour to New Zealand,
suggesting that adverse conditions in England pushed labour
to a country where they were offered a better livelihood.
Erickson, through the use of immigrant letters, also traced
immigrants across the water, focusing on their motives for the
move and their subsequent adaptation. In another study she

identified the relative strength of 'push' and 'pull' factors,
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and the way in which the movement of labour was related to

a complex interplay of factors in both the home and foreign
labour markets.

Finally, we examine the debate surrounding the causes
and nature of the changes occurring in nineteenth century
rural society. Chambers and Mingay argued that enclosures
were not responsible for the decline of the small farmer, and
that the enclosure movement was a long-term process. Secondly,
they argued that enclosure increased agricultural employment.
Their interpretation of the effects of enclosures on rural
society is diametrically opposed to that offered by the
Hammonds, who attributed to enclosures the decline of the small
farmers and the growth in the numbers of landless labourers and
the unemployed. Pursuing the theme of employment, Jones argued
that after the initial post-war glut in the labour supply, the
period from 1840 onwards saw shortages of labour in the country-
side. Horn looked specifically at the role of children in the
rural labour market, described the arduous conditions to which
they were subjected, and noted that it was not until the 1870s
that legislation offered them some protection by removing the
younger children from the labour market. Chambers, Mingay and
the Hammonds all raised the issue of the disappearance of the
small farmer, and, if not agreeing on the cause of the decline,
all four agreed that there was a clear decline in his numbers.
Hobsbawm and Rudé explored in greater detail the structural
changes occurring within rural society, and identified the
polarisation of rural society into cne of large farmers and
landless labourers. Furthermore they argued that the gap that
had appeared between the two continued to deepen as labourers
became increasingly separated from farmers, their labour con-
tract shortened and cash wages substituted for payments in kind.

It is not possible to pursue all the issues and questions
raised in the above works in the remainder of this thesis.
Although referring to important historical debates this study
will not endeavour to resolve them all. Indeed our review of

the debate on population movement and economic growth, and




the changes within rural society, has necessarily been both
selective and, at times, even superficial. However the
review supports the argument for a study of the kind under-
taken for this thesis, and moreover helps to locate the
guestions the thesis does address, in the context of more

general historical and contemporary debates.
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CHAPTER 2. Sources and Methodology.

The focus of this thesis lies in the rural labour
market and the migratory patterns of the rural workforce.
Some of the primary and secondary materials utilised in
this thesis have already been touched on in the preceding
Chapter in the context of the discussion of the various
debates regarding population and agrarian change. In order
to avoid frequent allusion to provenance, availability, and
uses of sources later, in a manner which might distract,
it seems useful to survey them in a single Chapter. Sources
discussed will be applicable at a national, Registration
District (hereafter RD) and parish level, with specific
reference to Brenchley.

One general point must be made at the cutset. The
nature of the sources selected involves us in a method-
ological debate over the use of quantitative and qualitative
material. Approaches based upon the one type of source
or the other, are frequently discrete activities. The
recent enthusiasm for quantitative sources and computer
techniques has encountered hostility from those historians
who claim history to be an 'art' and not a 'science‘.l
Despite the fact that historians have in practice been
linking records from the days of Herodotus, concern with
the formal methodolcogy of linkage is considered, by some,
to be outside their scope. This thesis seeks to demonstrate
that social historians need to reject such rigidity if they
are to obtain a rounded picture of their object of study.

In so doing they need to make clear the precise method

used to analyse the statistical data in order to facilitate
comparative studies. In addition, exposure of the method-
ology is necessary if the reader is to be able to ensure

that any conclusions flowing from that data are warranted.

1 See Aydelotte, W.O. Quantification in History. Addison-
Wesley Publishing Company, Mass, 1971. Also his article
'Quantification in History,' American Historical Review,
71, no.3 (1966), 803-825; Lipset, S.M. & Hofstadter, R.
(eds), Scciology and History: Methods. Basic Books, 1968,
especially the article by Thernstrom, S. 'Quantitative
Methods in History: Some Notes,' and the journal
History and Theory.
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Historians also need to involve themselves in
discussions over computer technigques as there are still
too few programmes and also too few programmers familiar
with the unique problems of historical data. Otherwise
many historians will find themselves advised by programmers
more familiar with computing future rabbit populations
as opposed to analysing the behaviour of our past human
populations.

In the last instance it needs to be said that the
biggest limitation experienced by any historian is that of
the lack of sources; no matter how imaginative the method-
ology, the lack of documentation can terminate any project.
This is particularly true for those studying a unit as
small as a parish, and underlines the need to utilise

sources and techniques regardless of their nature.

RECORDS OF NATIONAL PROVENANCE.

(1) Census.

The census is the most important single source usedr in

this thesis. The manuscript census for Brenchley is the

main source of information concerning the general character-
istics of the parish and its inhabitants. In 1841 the
enumerators recorded information on age, sex, first name,
surname, occupation, whether or not the inhabitant was born
in the county of his/her residence or elsewhere in England
or abroad, and the precise place of residence in the parish.
(It also stated whether or not the resident was blind/deaf/
dumb, but this information was irrelevant in the context of
this thesis and so was disregarded). Although the 1841
census delineated each house and its occupants, it contained
insufficient detail for us to infer the relationship to

the head of household of all persons listed within it.

The amount of information or 'wvariables' available in
1851, 1861, and 1871 was substantialy greater than in 1841.
The precise parish and county of birth of each inhabitant
was recorded, along with marital condition, relationship to

the head of household, and the area of land cultivated. From
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these variables we can infer the type of family2 of a
resident, and the number of staff, kin, lodgers, boarders
or children in a particular household. In 1841, 1861

and 1871 each house was demarcated by a double line drawn
under the name of the last listed inhabitant, while in

1851 a single line drawn right across the page indicated
the end of a house. Within this house a short single

line separated the immediate family group from the rest

of the household (lodgers, boarders or staff). When there
were two households residing in one house this was

clearly evident as there were two persons listed as 'head’'.
To the above variables we added a unique case number for
each individual, and noted the census from which the
information was extracted. In the end eight variables were
available for the 1841 census, and twenty for the 1851,
1861, and 1871 censuses. All this information was coded and

3

stored on magnetic tapes as SPSS™ Save Files.

The printed census summarises the information con-

tained in the manuscript census on a county and RD level.
It identifies the distribution of jobs and people within
the county, and changes occurring therein during the
thirty years studied. The printed census also includes
information on individual parishes, but such summary
statistics do not permit us to answer all the questions

posed in this study.

«e{evs to

2 'Type of family' Laslett's . classifications £from
Household and Family in Past Time. CUP, Cambridge, 1972,
Pp.28-32, The classifications ave as <ollows:
solitary family - people without spouse, children or kin
but might have boarders or servants;
no family - unmarried, related or non-related people
living together such as family or friends;
simple family - married couple with or without children,
or widowed person with children;
extended family - single family and widowed parent,
maiden sister etc.;
multiple family - two or more couples.

3 SPSS - Statistical Package for the Social Sciences.
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(1ii) Poor Law.

The Poor Law Commissioners Annual Reports4 provide

figures for the annual expenditure of each Poor Law Union.
From 1848 the Poor Law Board differentiated between money
spent on in-door relief and that spent on out-door relief,
enabling us to gauge the extent to which relief was given
as a form of temporary unemployment payment for those
outside the workhouse. Similarly the money spent on
relief per se can be separated from that Spent on other
items, such as the payment of the county rate and salaries,
or any building expenses. In this manner we obtain an
accurate account of the cost of poverty and unemployment

in each Union.

The manuscript records of the individual Poor Law
Unions are kept in the Kent Archives Office (hereafter

KAQO), and include the Workhouse Admission and Discharge

Registers. These list the names of those needing relief,
their age, sex, occupation, date of admission and discharge,
and occasionally the reason for their admission into the
workhouse. We can establish, for example, which occup-
ational groups appear frequently in the lists, and
ascertain whether their need was long or short-term.

The Union records also include parochial expenditure
details, though not on any regular basis. However, an

Expenditure Ledger for Brenchley was found amongst

Tunbridge Union's papers. This Ledger differentiates
between expenditure on out-door and in-door relief, and
includes information on the marital condition and sex of
each adult recipient, and the number, age and sex of their
offspring. Fortunately, (considering the irregularity with
which such records have survived), the Brenchley ledger

was only eleven years shorter than the expenditure series
contained in the PLCs Annual Reports, the former covering
the years 1849-71, the latter the years 1838-71.

4 After 1848 the Poor Law Board, and after 1871 the
Local Government Boazrd.

106 il



Apart from Workhouse Admission and Discharge
Registers, Union records incorporate the correspondence
received by the Unions from the Pocor Law Commissioners
in London. The other half of this correspondence, that
is, letters written by the Unions to the Poor Law
Commissioners is located (along with other Union papers)
in the Public Record Office (herafter PRO) in London, in the
MH.12 class.5 Although the Unions copied some of the
letters they wrote to London and these are located
amongst their correspondence in the KAO, the records in
the PRO and the KAO are not identical, and so both need
to be searched. These letters contain much information
which was of limited interest in the context of this
thesis, such as discussions of sanitation or building
plans. However, they also have references to poverty and
unemployment: their perceived causes and proposed
remedies. It should be noted that numerous volumes are
missing both in the PRO and KAO, a factor which adds to
the difficulty of compiling any statistical series

using Poor Law Union material.

Finally, the Correspondence of the Assistant

Commissioners and Inspectors for Kent was examined. These

manuscripts are kept in the PRO, classes MH.32 and 33.
The correspondence consists of letters passing between
the Assistant Commissioners (1834-48) and Inspectors
(1848-71) for the county of Kent, and the Poor Law

Commissioners in London.6 In a similar fashion to the

5 MH - Ministry of Health.

6 Assistant Ccocmmissioners for Kent:

Majendie . 1334 - no correspondence found (ncf)
Head 1834-35 S " "
Tufnell 1835-42 - correspondence present (cp)
Hall 1843-48 - " o
Inspectors for Kent (post-1848):

Hall 1848-50 - (East and West Kent) cp
Walsham 1851-68 - (East Kent) cp

Pigott 185162 - (West Kent) cp

Corbett 1862 - (West Kent) cp

Cane 1363-66 - (West Kent) cp

Smith 1866-67 - (West Kent) cp

Wodehouse 1871 - (East and West Kent) c
Farnall 1870~71 - (East Kent) cp

el

(

Henley 1867-70 - (West Kent) cp
(
(




Union papers, they include references to distress and

lack of employment.

Non-resident poor and Non-settled poor records list

those seeking relief. The law required that poor relief be
administered to persons residing in parishes where they
had a settlement. However, arrangements were made whereby
persons residing outside their parish of settlement could
receive relief without being sent 'home'. Those with a
settlement in Brenchley but living elsewhere were referred
to as the 'non-resident' poor, while those with a
settlement elsewhere but residing in Brenchley were referred
to as the 'non-settled' poor. The recording of the where-
abouts of the 'non-resident' poor and the origins of the
'non-settled' pcor both indicate the distances travelled
by the labouring class.

The Poor Law authorities' internal migration scheme
of October 1835 to May 1837 was short-lived and no lists
of such migrants were found amongst the records of the
Wealden Unions. Occasional references exist to the
Guardians requesting permission (usually refused) to
facilitaﬁe the migration of a pauper to a place where he
or she had received an offer of work, for example, in
London, or in the merchant navy (as oppoged to the approved

destination of the manufacturing north) .’

(1ii) Parliamentary Papers.

The nineteenth century concern with population growth
and unemployment amongst the agricultural population
stimulated numerocus governmental enquiries into the
causes of rural distress. The fcllowing investigations

were particularly useful:

Report and Minutes of Evidence from the Select

Committee on Agriculture, 1833. This Report encompasses

7 For a discussion of the Poor Law authorities' emigration
scheme see under parish records, p.lll.
e
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evidence from Kentish residents representing various
parts of the county with regard to the quality of the
soil, the size of farms, rents, land use, price of crops,
hiring practices, unemployment amongst labourers,

tenant farmers' difficulties in paying rates, and wages

of agricultural labourers.

Returns of Average Rate of Weekly Earnings of

Agricultural Labourers in the Unions of England and Wales

for the quarters ended Michaelmas and Christmas, 1861,

1868-69, and 1871. This Report is a source of information

regarding selected weekly wages paid to men, women, and
children working as agricultural labourers, and the
allowances made of food and drink (if any). None of the
data related to earnings in Wealden Unions, though the
returns were useful for the study of Kent as a whole. As
was the case with previously mentioned sources, there were
insufficient data to facilitate the compilation of detailed

wage statistics for any length of time.

Reports from the Commissioners on the Employment of

Children, Young Persons, and Women in Agriculture, 1867-70.

This incorporates, amongst others, the evidence of Edward
Stanhope for Kent. Stanhope visited forty-nine Kentish
parishes (precisely which is not specified), and presented
material on their employment practices with respect to
women, children, and young persons. Stanhope described

in detail the nature of the work done, the demand for

such labour, and the wages paid. He also discussed
education, the homes of agricultural labourers, and referred
tc the custom of living-in, allotments, agricultural
labourers' diet, and hiring practices. As Stanhope was
engaged to give evidence for a variety of counties, much
of the latter discussion is very general in nature and of
little value for the compilation of a case history of

one parish, but is useful for the study of the county as a

whole.
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The final point which can be made about all these

Parliamentary Papers (hereafter PP) is that their

greatest value lies in their provision of general back-
ground information on the county level, but (unless one
is very lucky), they are of limited use to the local
historian. Similarly, as such Reports were not compiled
on a regular basis, they only supply us with glimpses
of, for example, wage levels, and cannot help in the

compilation of wage series.

RECORDS OF LOCAL PROVENANCE.

(i) Estate and Family.

Estate and Family Papers located in the KAO were

searched for labour account books which would shed light

on the relationship between employer and employee. This
relationship would be elucidated by the method of wage
payment (cash or kind), the level of payments, and the
length of contracts. Estate Papers on occasion also discuss
occupational, sex, and age differentials in payment and
hiring practices, the seasonal variations in payment and
hiring practices and in the demand for labour. In the

case of the county of Kent, records such as labour account
books are a rarity after the eighteenth century. The

Linton Park Labour Account Books were the only data of its

kind found for an estate in the vicinity of Brenchley, and
then only for the years 1864-71. Such a dearth of material
relating to wages in Brenchley (and indeed Kent) make it
impossible to compile a continuous series of statistics

showing wage levels for the period 1834-71.

(ii) Parish.

Parish records include minutes from vestry meetings.

Vestry Minutes pertaining to Brenchley and its surrounding

parishes were searched for information about un/employment
in the parish, wages, hiring practices, and efforts to assist

the migration of parishoners. Occasional references exist
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to schemes organised by parish officials for the
employment of 'surplus hands', and these include details
such as the name, age, sex, marital condition, wage and
type of work undertaken by each parish employee. Similar
details were given of individuals wishing to emigrate with
the assistance of the parish. The parish at its vestry
meeting nominated persons it sought to move elsewhere,

the decision of such a meeting was made known to the
Guardians of the Union, who in turn sent a list of
proposed emigrants to the Commissioners in London for their
approval. The most comprehensive record of such proposed
emigrants (1834-70) is to be found amongst the Poor Law
Union Papers in the PRO (class MH.1l2). These lists

give the date emigration was applied for, the age, marital
status and parish of origin of the applicant, and, where
applicable, his spouse; also the number, age, and sex of
any offspring, whether or not the applicants were successful
in their application, the destination of the emigrants, and
the relief received in the previous year (though the
irregular recording of this latter information makes it of
very limited value). Reference was found to a handful of
Brenchleyites. Nevertheless the Vestry Minutes provide an
interesting group of statistics with regard to the
parishes' expenditure on emigration, though again irregular
recording of this data presents difficulties with the
calculation of expenditure levels. Alsc we cannot dif-
ferentiate between proposed and de facto expenditure, as
the parishoners did not always note whether or not they had
received permission from the Commissioners for their
proposed expenses. However even such sparse references
cease after the late forties, while after 1850, despite
missing volumes, it is easy to see that interest in
emigration decreased enormously. From the whole of
Cranbrook Union, for example, only one family left in the
period 1867-73, while Tenterden Union sent two families

during 1852-55, and none in the years 1862-71.
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Marriage Registers are also valuable for the study of

population movement. They record the place of residence of
each partner at the time of marriage, in this manner
indicating the area covered by Brenchleyites for work or
social purposes, and therefore the nature and extent of

Brenchleyites' contact with other parishes.

Baptismal and Burial records, meanwhile, are used to
ascertain the natural increase of the parish, a crucial
component of the calculation carried out to estimate

Brenchley's net gain/loss of population by e/migration.

(iii) Tithe.

The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 required that every
land owner and occupier have the size, wvalue, and use of
her/his holding recorded. The resultant Tithe Award and
Tithe Map (compiled for Brenchley in 1842 and 1844

respectively),8 is the chief source of information about
land use, land ownership, and size of holdings available
'for the period studied in this thesis. Furthermore the
inclusion of all land occupiers in the Award, regardless

of the size of their holding or its use, facilitates the
study of those who cultivated land as a supplement to

the family income (for example, cottage gardeners). Indeed,
while the 1851, 1861, and 1871 manuscript censuses contain
information regarding the occupiers of land and the size

of their holdings, they do not differentiate between
ownership and tenancy, specify land use, or identify
occupiers of land whose land was not utilised for com-
mercial production. As the nature of land use affects

the amount and nature of employment available, the Tithe
Award is a doubly important source. The Tithe Map is the
only detailed map of Brenchley available for the earlier part
of our period, for the latter part there is an Ordnance

Survey map compiled between 1868-71.

8 and updated at later dates with regard to the tithe
rayable.
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(iv) Newspapers.

Newspapers published in the vicinity of Brenchley
were searched for references to social and economic
conditions in the parish and its neighbours. Their
contents were found to be national, foreign, local
(usually society) news and advertisements, in roughly
equal proportions. Very rarely was there any socio-
economic comment on a local level, or reference to
emigration from Brenchley or indeed Kent. An additional
problem with the use of this source is that there is a
dearth of newspapers relating to the 1830s and 1840s.

Indeed, only two newspapers, the Maidstone Journal and

the Maidstone Gazette, spanned the entire periocd 1834-71.

More specialist publications, such as farmers journals,
were also examined, but most were found to have been
published after 1870. Any earlier ones had an occasional
reference to Kent or the Weald, but nothing specifically
on Brenchley.

(v) Poll Books.

As Poll Books were compiled every few years they

permit the linking of individuals on a more frequent
basis than that afforded by the censuses. We can there-
fore compare the decennial turnover of population to that
of, for example, an annual or bi-annual nature. The
Poll Books are a register of the enfranchised population
(never more than 3% of the total inhabitants of Brenchley),
and therefore reveal the migratory habits of a limited
number of Brenchley's residents. Their use was made
possible by the fact that no changes in the franchise
occurred in the period covered by the Poll Books, namely,
1835-65. Some of those registered in the Pcll Books for
Brenchley were not resident in the parish and so were
ignored for the purposes of data linkage.

There were three variables available from the Poll

Books which could be used in record linkage: surname,
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first name, and the place of residence in the parish.
While the smallness of the number of individuals
involved minimised the possibility of a false match
being made using the 'name' variable, the 'place of
residence in the parish' variable was not a very
reliable one, as individuals could change their

address. When the Poll Books were linked to the census
the additional variables of 'sex' and 'age' were
utilised. The age of a potential match on the census
was checked to see if he (only men were entitled to vote)
had been old enough at the time of the compilation of the
Poll Books to vote, that is, over 21. This method
eliminated many candidates who would otherwise have been
deemed a match had the variables 'surname' and 'first

name' been solely relied upon.

RECORDS PERTAINING TO EMIGRATION.

(i) At the Colonial Office (CO).

Colonial Office Records can be divided into several
sections: the records of the Colonial Land and Emigration
Commissioners {class CO0.386 in the PRO), materials
relating to the Canadas (C0.42), the Cape cf Good Hope
(C0.48), New Zealand (C0.208), Van Diemens Land and New
South Wales (CO.201 and 206), Australia generally (CO0.385),
and North America (C0O.384). All these records relate to
the period being studied with the exception of CO.48

which covers the first quarter of the nineteenth century.

The records of the CLECs contain several interesting

and useful pieces. CO0.386.149-51 are the most important

from the viewpoint of this study. These pieces are

registers of Emigrant Labourers Applying for a free

passage to South Australia, 1836-41. They rendered a total

of 477 Kentish applicants, who, with their families,
totalled 1,309 persons. The details given in these lists
include the name of the applicant, spouse and children,
occupation(s), age(s), precise place cf residence in Kent,
marital status, to whcm the application was made (that is,

which 'agent') and when, the applicant's sex, embarkation
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and application numbers. One notable problem with these
lists is that it is difficult to ascertain which persons
actually left - some have no embarkation number, while
others who do, also have a special note added 'declines

to go'. Finally, CO.386.154, Applications of Convicts'

families for passages, while not dealing with quite the

same phenomenon, yielded a total of 19 Kentish families.

Relating to the Canadas, C0.42 contains volumes of
bound letters referring to emigration, but no lists of
emigrants. C0.48 Cape of Good Hope data, also contain
bound volumes of letters. These latter letters are arranged
in alphabetical order and span the years 1819-21, and
unlike the former, include letters written bv Kentish
persons interested in emigrating to the Cape. C0.48.47
yvielded more information. This piece is entitled

Settlers Sailing Lists - Returns of Heads of Parties,

South Africa, 1819, and lists three parties emigrating from

Kent. It includes details of occupation, sex, marital
status, place or origin, and who defrayed the costs. Other
documents in CO0.48 were examined but these (for example,
CO0.48.76, ReportsAlbany Settlers, 1823-25), gave no

indication of the origin cf the persons to whom land was

granted, and thus proved to be of little use to the local

historian.

The New Zealand records, (C0.208) are the most in-
formative of all, containing the papers of the New
Zealand Company. Piece numbers 272-3 cover the period
1839-50, and list details of Emigrant Labourers Applying

for free passages to New Zealand. As in C0.384.149-51,

details recorded were: the applicant's name, number,

date of application, to whom the application was made, sex,
age, marital status, occupation, parish of origin and
details of spouse and family. 457 applicants (with their

families totalling 1,220 persons) were identified as

coming from Kent. Using C0.208.274, Forms of Application

for free passage to New Zealand, 1839-42, which incorporates

the 'Bolton's' passenger list, it is possible to identify
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certain applicants as actual emigrants. There is a
problem with identifying persons in the latter source -
the application number given in C0.208.272-3 is listed
as the embarkation number in C0.208.274, and so the

embarkation number of the former source appears redundant,
and not necessarily a clue to who actually emigrated.
C0.208.278, Lists of Emigrants Maintained, 1839-42,

also provides a check on who actually emigrated by the

comparison of surname on both lists.

Further lists of persons desirous of emigrating are
located in the New Zealand Company records, though they
are not as extensive as the above. (C0.208.269-71,

Register of Cabin Passengers, 1839-50, mentions Kentish

persons though irregular recording of the information
restricts the number of persons whose origin can be

detected. CO0.208.254, Applications for Land, 1839-50,

has fourteen persons applying for land from Kent,
C0.208.257-8 and 261, Applications for Land, Nelson, 1841-50,
has thirteen applications, while C0.208.263,

Applications for Land in the Plymouth Settlement, 1843-50,

has only one Kentish applicant. Other pieces in this
class contain lists of persons either "desirous of
emigrating" or haviné emigrated, but do not indicate

their origin. For example, C0.208.279, Lists of Candidates

for Employment, 1839-50, does not mention origin.

The records of the CLECs relating to Australia have
already been mentioned. Other Australian material was
found in classes C0.201, 206, and 385. C0.201.199 is one

of a series of volumes of bound letters covering the period

1828-33, letters written by persons interested in emig-

rating to New South Wales and Van Diemens Land. Unfor-

tunately no persons from Kent were found. CO0.201.406/

436/447/472 are the correspondence of the Secretary of

State and contain miscellaneous letters concerning land,
immigration policy, printed emigration circulars, for the

period 1848-53, but have nothing specific in the way of lists.
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C0.206.102 is the piece Statistical Blue Books, New South

Wales, 1850-59. There are many such Blue Boocks and one

was checked to ascertain the nature of the information
recorded. As was expected, these books consist of aggregate
statistics which are of considerable value though not in

this particular context. CO0.385.3/4, Register of Forms

and Circulars sent to Intending Emigrants, 1831-3, contains

thirty-two Kentish names and addresses, but no other

details. C0.385.11, Australia, Letters from the Secretary

of State, Bounties and Loans to Emigrants, 1831-71,

would have been a very useful source if along with the
details of age, sex, dccupation, marital status, ship of
travel, the parish of origin of the emigrant had been
recorded. Undoubtedly the most valuable source of infor-
mation regarding emigration to Australia is the afore-

mentioned C0.386.149-51 (Register of Emigrant Labourers

Applving for a free passage to South Australia, 1336-41).

Finally the Colonial Office holdings respecting North
American Settlers were checked. C0.384.40 is yet ancther
volume of bound letters - one in a set of many, (pieces
numbers 6-11, 15, 19, 21, 23, 29, 31, 34 and 37 are the
remaining volumes in this set), covering the period

1820-35. Unfortunately nc Kentish letters were found.

The two most valuable sources of emigrant lists are
the New Zealand Company records, and the CLECs records
pertaining to Australia. Although sources checked and found
to be of no immediate use have not been mentioned, those
which from their description/title might tempt others in
pursuit of the same kind of information have been cited.
For the same reason it is worth referring to non-CC
material which was searched for lists of emigrants, namely
the Board of Trade, the Ministry of Transport (Marine
Department), and the Home Office (HO).

The Board of Trade data includes ships' manifests -
those for inward traffic commence after 1878, while those
relating to outward traffic are post-1890. These lists
not only cover too late a period, but also fail to inform
us of the precise parish of origin of the passenger, and

so are of little use for a local study. Numerous references
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to emigration are to be found in the Board of Trade
records, but none are sufficiently specific to be of any
great use to the local history student, the bulk of the
material being given over to general policy discussions.
Similarly, the Ministry of Transport (Marine Department)
was found to have no lists for this or any other period.
The records are devoted to general policy discussions,
such as the medical inspection of emigrant ships, or the
Passenger Acts.

,It should perhaps be made clear that records of the
two above-mentioned departments were searched for emigrant
lists. On the other hand, FO material was perused for
references to in-migrants or immigrants in Kent (perhaps
classified as 'aliens'). Very little such material was
found, and the only useful documents were not listings
but references to the presence of foreigners in Kent in

the Disturbances section of the Home Office papers.

HO.45.7853 for example, reports the riots between

foreign and English labourers in Cowden (1866), and
HO.45.3472Q refers to riots involving English and Irish

labourers at Murston in 1851. The records classified

as Emigration, Foreign, or Aliens yielded neither lists of

Kentish emigrants nor references to Kent.

(ii) Sources Located Overseas.

Just as the Colonial Office in London compiled lists of
rospective emigrants, so too the Colonial Governments

listed their arrivals. The National Archives in Wellington
houses the documents of companies involved in the settlement
of New Zealand (such as the New Zealand Company) 1840-54,
the documents of the Provincial Governments' immigration
schemes 1853-71, and the documents of the Central Government
which took control of immigration after 1871. The New
Zealand Company material deposited in the National Archives was
the same as that in the PRO, London. Records of other
associations, such as the Otago Association, yielded no
Kentish names. A search for Canterbury Association material
proved fruitless as these are scattered between many rep-

ositories, and none could be found in Wellington. The
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Canterbury Museum was approached with a view to

obtaining lists of persons brought out by this Association,
but years of trying have produced no results. Not
surprisingly the Museum is renowned for its reluctance

to help researchers.

With regard to the six provinces: Otago, Taranaki,
Wellington, Nelson, Canterbury and Auckland, lists of
assisted emigrants were found for the latter three.9
The lists for Nelson, Canterbury and Auckland covered the
periods 1849-77, 1857-70 and 1864-70 respectively
(the majority of Auckland's records have been destroyed).
Information regarding Kentish persons included: age,
sex, marital status, occupation, and parish of origin.

The immigrants were referred to as "assisted immigrants",
though this description was an ambiguous one. "Assistance"
was sometimes equivalent to a loan, the 'loan', in theory,
being repayable after arrival. Occasionally immigrants
would refuse to pay it, and the New Zealand Government
dropped its claim. Problems also arose when persons
signing promissory notes were not of legal age and therefore
could not be obliged to reimburse the government. Whether
the immigrant in question was truly "assisted" or on a
'loan' it is usually impossible to establish, since the
authorities only described them as "assisted" or "free".
Post-1871 records are very comprehensive but lie outside
the period covered by this thesis. (For a thorough

analysis of this source see Arnold, R. The Farthest

Promised Land). One final listing was found in these

archives: Recruits of the Waikato and Taranaki Regiments,

1863-65. This specified the soldiers' county and parish
of origin.

Repositories in New Zealand were searched not only for
immigrant lists, but also for material pertaining to the
labcur market in the Colcony. The Alexander Turnbull

Library in Wellington houses an extensive collection of

9 Additional but temporary provinces were created from the
existing six in the 1850s and 1860s: Hawkes Bay,
Marlborough, Westland, and Southland. No reference was
found to their organising immigration.
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manuscripts: letters and journals describing life in

New Zealand in the nineteenth century. This material

is not arranged according to the immigrants' county

of origin, and so it is impossible to identify Kentish
persons - short of a very laborious search which time

did not permit. However, detailed descriptions of socio-
economic conditions for each province are available from

the writings of non-Kentish persons.

With regard to Australia, details of South Australia's
assisted immigrants were available in London. The State
Archives of Victoria, Melbourne, are the location for the
listings of Assisted Immigrants to that State. Meanwhile

the Latrobe Library in Melbourne presented the same
problems as the Alexander Turnbull Library with regard to
tracing manuscripts relating to Kentish or Brenchley
persons. Nevertheless it yielded information on conditions
in Victoria, especially at the time of the gold rush. From
the destinations of the immigrants recorded in the lists we
can gauge the extent to which Kentish folk were drawn by
the availability of gold (or at least how many admitted
this) .

Finally, lists of Assisted Immigrants arriving in

New South Wales were examined in the Archives of New

South Wales, Sydney. The information recorded by the
Department of Immigration was the same as that for
Victoria, and so again we could trace the fate of Kentish
persons from one side of the Colonial labour market to

the other. Unfortunately a fuel strike in 1981 neces-
sitated a hasty departure from the Archives and Australia,
before the transcription of the lists was complete. These
have been microfilmed by the Church cf Jesus Christ of
the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), but their genealogical
library in England was unable to supply copies of the
films, while their importation from the Mormon headquarters
in Salt Lake City, USA, was too costly. Consequently the
New South Wales material utilised in this thesis is not

as extensive as it could be.

The Mitchell Library in Sydney follows the custom of
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the other repositories in not ordering their material
by county of origin of the immigrant. Nevertheless it
possesses a wealth of material relating to immigrant
life in New South Wales, in the form of photographs,

printed books and manuscripts.

A search for immigrant lists in the Canadian

National Archives, and the Ontario Provincial Archives,
proved less fruitful. The compilers of the lists of assisted
or free arrivals did not record the precise county of

origin of the immigrant, only the country, and so we

cannot identify Kentish folk. However, both Archives

house informative discussions of Canadian labour needs,
though the focus of their collections is on the last

quarter of the nineteenth century, the period of mass

emigration to Canada and the settlement of the Prairies.

In order to examine the emigration experience from
the participants' own viewpoint, a search was made for
personal case histories. The Kentish local press were
approached with a request to print a letter to the effect
that any persons with letters, journals or photographs
pertaining to Kentish emigrantslo come forward. Only
Kent Life agreed to publicise this research, all the other
local papers refusing to print a letter or short article
which had been prepared on this subject. Their opinion
was that there was insufficient public interest in such
a topic to warrant publication.

At the same time as the Kentish press were apprcached,
a similar request was made of the major daily newspapers
in Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. The response from

10 The same request was made for information regarding
Kentish migrants. In fact the location of letters
written by internal migrants was an impossible task,
as it necessitated making contact with every local
newspaper in Britain with a plea for persons in pos-
session of material relating to persons originating
from Kent to come forward. Even if such a task was
undertaken, the chances of success in locating material
pertaining to internal migrants was very limited indeed.
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New Zealand and Australia was quite amazing, very much in
contrast to that of both the Kentish and Canadian press and
its readers. The appeal produced fifteen solid case
histories compiled on the basis of letters, diaries, note-
books, and photographs, and thirty less detailed, but
nevertheless useful studies. All the major Kentish

and 'Colonial' genealogical societies, and Kent's local
history societies were presented with a similar request.
These rendered information of limited use: a few references

to parish records and newspapers or names of emigrants.

SOME METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO THE CENSUS MATERIAL FOR BRENCHLEY.

In the course of this thesis many sources have been
used in entirely conventional ways, yet at the same time
there have been new departures in the use of, for example,
printed census data. Both approaches to the use of hist-
orical sources will be discussed, along with some general
reflections on the use of manuscript census data; and the
problems encountered in the linkage techniques used on
Brenchley.

In accordance with tradition, socioc-economic conditions
on a county level were portraved using the reports of
Parliamentary Commissions; the natural increase of
Brenchley's population was calculated on the basis of
statistics for births and deaths extracted from parish
registers. Meanwhile the Tithe Award was used to ascertain
land use, land ownership, and the size of holdings in
Brenchley.

However, as mentioned, the sources were sometimes
being put to an entirely new use. For example, poll bocks
have been habitually associated with the study of voting

behaviour.ll

In this thesis, the use of data linkage has
given them an entirely new role - that of source material

for the study of population movement. Meanwhile,

11 See Vincent, J.R. Pollbooks: How the Victorians Voted.
1967, CUP, Cambridge, 1968 edition.
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b'.rthplace12 statistics contained in the printed census

returns for 1851, 1861 and 1871 have been used for more
than summary tables of the birthplaces of Kent's
inhabitants. Since the census identified both the areas
sending people to Kent and the Kentish-born resident in the
other counties of England and Wales, we can compare, for
example, the flow of the Kentish-born to Sussex with the
flow of the Sussex-born to Kent. This birthplace infor-
mation about the numbers cof Kentish-born in Kent and in
the other counties of England and Wales, when used in
conjunction with birth data extracted from the Registrar
General's Annual Reports (hereafter RGARs) and a death

rate based on the English Life Table No.3, facilitated

a complex calculation which, in principle, should produce
estimates for the numbers of Kentish-born persons

leaving Kent in the decennial periods 1851-61 and 1861-71
for destinations both in England and Wales, and other

'foreign' parts.

Now that historians are resorting to the computer
they have within their grasp sources previously deemed
unmanageable. The census linkage described below has
explored the utility of data linkage on a sophisticated
level, and has enabled us to exploit the information con-

tained within the manuscript census to the full. The linking

12 As mentioned previously, the birthplaces of the population
of England and Wales were first recorded in detail in
1851. While the 'birthplace' question was posed in
the 1841 census, the information recorded consisted
of whether or not the person concerned was resident
in his/her county of birth, or whether they had been
born in another English county, Scotland, Ireland, the
British Colonies, 'foreign parts', cor the birthplace
was not stated. The precise county of those born in
England was not given. Therefore although we know
how many Kentish-born persons were living in Kent in
1841, we do not know the number or whereabouts of those
living outside the county. Consequently we cannot
attempt the calculation for the period 1841-51, but we
can estimate the net gain/loss by migration of the
Kentish-born in this period.
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of three censuses (1851, 1861 and 1871) necessitated

the compilation of a unigque Fortran computer programme13

which has facilitated the study of the turnover cf the
people of one parish over a thirty year period. Moreover,
by tracing individuals over the 1851-71 censuses we can
explore occupational change and the extent of opportunity
for vertical or horizontal movement in Brenchley.

Similarly the study of the occupational characteristics of
fathers and sons reveals the extent to which occupations
were inherited from generation to generation, and thus

sheds more light on the possible rigidity of Brenchley's
social structure. We can also study the migration occurring
within the parish. This is done by linking the census

and then examining the addresses of those resident in
Brenchley for the duration of more than one inter-censal
period. Furthermore, using SPSS programmes, it is possible
to draw a picture of the characteristics of Brenchley's
population, and to answer such specific questions as whether
or not there was a decline in rural craftsmen, how many
labourers lived-in with their employers, the numbers
employed by each size of farmer, whether there was an

ageing rural workforce, or a population becoming increasingly
proletarianised (as evidenced by an increase in those
calling themselves agricultural labourers, and a decrease

in the number of small farmers).

The manuscript census for Brenchley 1is the most
important single source used here not only for the study of
the labour market, but also for the study of population
movement. The enumerators recorded the birthplaces of
Brenchley's residents in detail from 1851, and so we can
identify the birthplace of Brenchley's in-migrants. How-
ever, this data must be used with caution as 'birthplace'

is not necessarily synonymous with place of recent origin.

13 See Appendix 1, pp.428-433, for details of the Match
Programme.



For example, those reported as being born in the parish of
Horsmonden may have never lived or worked in that parish at
all. While birthplace is the only indicator of life-time
migration, a Horsmondian may have been domiciledin numerous
parishes before coming to Brenchley. Although we have
little choice but to treat birthplace as synonymous with
recent origin, the analysis of the labour market using

birthplace data is undertaken with these reservations.

The linking of successive censuses yields also a
picture of the decennial turnover of population: indicating
those who came into the parish, those who left (the
migrants), and those who were present on both censuses
(the persisters). The characteristics of the two groups of
migrants and of the persisters can be subsequently related
to data on the social and economic circumstances prevalent
in Brenchley. The absence of detailed birthplace information
on the 1841 census makes linkage impossible.

The method used to link census data has been the subject
of much debate both in England and North America. First of
all, researchers have pointed to the inadequacies of the
census data itself. Wrigley in his article on 'Baptism
Coverage in Early Nineteenth Century England: the Colyton

Area,'l4

linked the 1851 Colyton census to Colyton's

parish registers in order to evaluate the accuracy of the
latter. In this manner he discovered the problems occurring
when the information recorded in the census is taken at its
face value. For example, the variable 'name' was found to
be problematic as names were easily misread by the enum-
erator (who copied the householders' returns into his

book - the book is the source used in the PRO), while

the same individual may have written a diminutive, nickname,
or second forename as opposed to his/her correct first

name on successive censuses. Similarly the variable

'age' was found to be a source of error; for example, ages
were often overstated. Wrigley concluded that the under-
registration of parish data was exaggerated by two-thirds
when tested using the census because of the errors in

the census itself.

14 Wrigley, E.A. 'Baptism Coverage in Early Nineteenth

Century England: the Colyton Area,' Ps, 29, pt.2 (1975),
299-316.
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Tillott15 has examined the accuracy of the 1851 and

1861 census data for various urban and rural communities

in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and adjacent counties. 1In his
article he suggests that errors may have occurred at four
different stages: when the census passed through the hands

of the householder, enumerator, registrar or census clerk.
Unlike Wrigley, Tillott experienced few difficulties with

the recording of first names and surnames, but 'age'

was a problem due to the tendency of individuals to round

off their ages. Most of the inaccurate intervals occurred
with persons over twenty years of age, and overall there were
more errors in the ages of women than men. Confusion

also occurred with the definition of people's relationship

to the head of household. For example, lodgers and

visitors were not always correctly registered - visiting rel-
atives, for example, may have been recorded either by their
relationship to the head of household (HOH) or by the fact
that they were visiting. Obviously such errors cause
difficulties with the study of household structure as well

as census linkage.

Further problems arise with the data on occupation..
Farmers' rendering of the numbers they engaged as agric-
ultural labourers in Brenchley did not tally with the
number of persons declaring themselves to be agricultural
labourers. Moreover it is difficult to distinguish
between in-door and out-door servants, or farm servants
and farm domestics. Tillott found the occupations of
children similarly confusing. Scholars aged one or two
occur, perhaps because "...the enumerators allowed their
dittos (frequently used in the books when recording scholars)

nl6 Scholars "at home" were found with

to proceed too far.
no co-resident governesses. Male non-scholars aged 10-14,
when no individual occupation was reported, were frequently

assigned by checkers the occupation of their father. For

15 Tillott, P. 'Sources of inaccuracy in the 1851 and 1861
censuses,' in Wrigley, E.A. (ed), 1972, 82-133.

16 ibid., p.123.
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example, in the Doncaster registration district one

ten-year-old boy was described as a railway engine driver -

his father's occupation. Consequently Tillott suggests

that "...the checkers' emendations are guesses and as

such must be first distinguished and then disregarded."l7
Inaccuracies in the census data create problems

not only for the study of the labour market, but also for

census linkage. The precise method used in linking

censuses has been in (cften unresolvable) dispute, as few

researchers publish a detailed account of their methodology.

This is not the case with the work of Katz on Canadian

census data. Many of the observations made by Wrigley

and Tillott are echoed by him in his very thorough study

of census data, in which he presents us with statistics

for the reliability of each variable used in matching

censuses.l8 In another work19 he states the precise

scores given to each variable used in census linkage when

a match or non-match occurred, and the total score required

by two records before they were deemed to be 'truly linked'

The observations of Wrigley, Tillott and Katz20 have all
been taken into account when developing the match prog-
ramme. However, the details supplied by Katz have been
used as the foundation for the programme, and his work on
the reliability of variables used in census linkage is
quoted in the description of the programme developed to

link the Brenchley data, which is given in Appendix 1,
pp.428-432.

17 ibid., p.1l24.

18 £Katz, M. & Tiller, J. 'Record-Linkage for Everyman: A

Semi-Automated Process,' Historical Methods Newsletter,
5, no.4 (1972), 144-150.

19 Katz, M. The People of Hamilton, Canada West. Harvard
University Press, Mass, 1975.

20 For a series of essays on record linkage see also
Wrigley, E.A. (ed), 1973, especially Wrigley, E.A.
& Schofield, R.S. 'Nominal record linkage by computer
and the logic of family reconstitution,' 65-101, for a
discussion of the weighting system used to evaluate the
links made between birth, burial and marriage records.
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CHAPTER 3. The Distribution of People and
Jobs within Kent, 1841-71.

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF KENT.

Between 1841 and 1871 the population of Kentl inc=
reased by 304,991 or 55.5% overall; this represented the
cumulative effect of increases of 12.7% (1841-51), 17.8%
(1851-61), and 17.2% (1861-71).2 However, the population
of Kent was not equally distributed and indeed was becoming
less so. Thus in 1841 population densities (by RD) varied
from 6 per acre (Greenwich/Lewisham) to 0.1 (Romney

Marsh, Hoo).3

Whilst the percentage of the population of
Kent in Lewisham/Greenwich was already considerable in
1841 (18.9%), it rose to 26.4% (1871); at the other
extreme, that of Hoo fell from 0.5% (1841l) to 0.4% (1871)
and Romney Marsh from 0.9% (1841l) to 0.7% (1871).4

However, a fuller picture should take account of all Kent
RDs and this is given in Table 3.1. This table shows clear
evidence of a geographical divide in terms of inter-censal
population change. In south/south-western areas, RDs such
as Romney Marsh and East Ashford were growing at a very slow
rate, while areas which lost populaticn also tended to be in
this part of Kent, or more specifically in the Weald. For
example,‘Tenterden, Sevenoaks, Hollingbourne RDs lost
between 2.9 and 0.3% of their population in 1851-61; all
the other RDs increased their population. Highest rates
of growth (even though sometimes below the Kent increase),
tended to be found in the north/north-eastern RDs such as
Bromley, North Aylesford, Lewisham/Greenwich and Medway.
The highest rate of growth was shown by Bromley RD in
1861-71 (58.0%). This population distribution map of
Kent changed little in the period 1841-71, the north/north-

east versus south/south-west dichotomy of population density

1 Registration county - the figure was arrived at by adding
up the population totals £for each RD.

2 PP.1843.XXII; PP.1852-3.ILXXXV; PP.1872.LXVI.Pt.II.

3 ibid., see also PP.1849.XXI; formula used E.

4 ibid.




Table 3.1.

Inter-censal population change in RDs with

reference to Kent percentage increase,

1841-71.

RDs increasing by more than Kent increase

1341-51

(Kent increase +12.7%)
Lewisham/

Greenwich*

Elham

Sheppey

Tunbridge

West
Ashford

19.
17.

ledway 17.

North

Aylesford 5.,
5

Dover

RDs increasing by

1851-61

(+17.8%)

Elham
Sheppey
Lewisham/
Greenwich
Milton

22,

Medway 21.1

Tunbridge 20.0
18.0

17.8

Canterbury
Dartford

than the Kent increase

1861-71
(+17.2%)

Bromley
Thanet

Dartford
Tunbridge

Milton
Lewisham/
Greenwich

Faversham

Maidstone 11.7
Bromley 9.7
Malling 9.2
Dartford Tl
Blean 6.7
Gravesend 6.2
Eastry 5.2
Faversham 4.8
Milton 4.6
Romney

" Marsh 4.6
East

Ashford 3«7
Tenterden 2.5
Hoo 1.8
Bridge Lo
Thanet 1.1

RDs losing population

Canterbury 6.0
Cranbrook 0.7
Hollingbourne Q.5
Sevenoaks Q5

*Woolwich RD was created

1862 .

Bromley 15.5
North

Aylesford 15.4
West

Ashford 13.7
Faversham 13- .1
Gravesend 12.9
Dover 1L.5
Blean 10.4
Malling 9.5
Maidstone T L
Romney

Marsh 510
Eastry 2.9
East

Ashford 2.7
Cranbrook 2.6
Bridge 1.4
Hoo 0.6
Thanet Q.2
Tenterden 2.9
Hollingbourne 1.2
Sevenocaks Q.3
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Medway
Gravesend

Blean
North
Aylesford
Dover
Elham
West
Ashford
Sevencaks
Hoo

Malling

Maidstone
Romney

Marsh
East

Ashfoxrd
Eastry
Cranbrook
Hollingbourne
Sheppey

Bridge
Canterbury
Tenterden

from Lewisham and Greenwich RDs in
In order that the figures should relate to the same
geographical unit for the period 1841-71,

statistics are pre-
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sented for the combined metropolitan RDs. For a map showing
the location of all Kentish RDs see Appendix 2, p. 434.

formula used: (P2 - P1l) X

pd .
1 x 100 increase

source: PP,.18B43,XX1ly PP,1852-3.LXXXV: PP,1872 . LXVI.Pt.IT.

manifest in 1841 being clearly visible in 1871. Evidently
there were factors at work which encouraged the growth of
population in northern and eastern Kent, while at the same
time discouraging growth in the Weald. The one striking
exception to thigf%unbridge RD which is listed amongst
the RDs with the most substantial population increase; its
growth rate was attributable in the main to the presence of
the urban Tunbridge parish.5

Further light may be thrown on these variations by
reference to the extent to which net losses and gains by
migration affected these growth rates (Table 3.2). We
have taken three periods as illustrative of the trends:
1841-4%, 1855-61, and 1861-71, and the RDs with significant
gains and losses only. Table 3.2 indicates that throughout
our period, RDs gaining population by migration tended to
be areas of high population growth. For example, in
the period 1861-71, with the exception of Tunbridge, all
RDs gaining population by migration were in the north/
north-eastern part of Kent6 and with the exception of
Gravesend, all grew at a rate well above the Kent increase.
Also in the period 1861-71, RDs high on the list of areas
losing population by migration had negligible (if any)
population growth: for example, Cranbrook, Hollingbourne,
Bridge, Sheppey, or Tenterden. However, the pattern must
not be exaggerated: the majority of Kentish RDs lost
population by net migration even if, like Faversham in
1868-71, their overall growth was above the Kent increase.

The absolute figures such as those quoted in Table
3.2, and the substantial differences that migratory flows

made to diminishing or increasing the population of the

5 See pp.1l78 and 180 of Chapter 4.

6 For a fuller Table showing net gains and losses by migration

(absolute numbers) for all RDs of Kent see Appendix 3,
pp.435-36. 130



Net gains and losses by migratiocn (absolute
numbers) .

RDs gaining 1841-46

Greenwich 8,240
Medway 3,370
Lewisham, Bromley, Dartford 3;2%2
Elham, Bridge 267
Gravesend, North Aylesford, Hoo 193

RDs losing

Maidstone 234
Canterbury 584
Romney Marsh, Tenterden, Cranbrook2,214
Tunbridge 5,069
Milton, Sheppey, Faversham, Blean5,463

RDs gaining 1855-61

Lewisham/Greenwich 14,571
Elham 2,811
Medway 2,558
Sheppey 1,046
Tunbridge 569

RDs losing

Dover 72
Gravesend 93
Milton 142
Hollingbourne 1,470
Sevenoaks 2,025
RDs gaining 1861-71
Lewisham/Greenwich 14653
Bromley 7,083
Thanet 6,958
Gravesend 137
Milton 89

RDs losing

Hoo 304
Faversham 432
Hollingbourne 1,717
Tenterden 1,814
Sheppey 3,847
Prmula used: (P2-Pl) - (B-D) = +/- net migration

source: RGARs PP.1842.XIX - PP.1873.XX. For a comprehensive
listing see Bibliography, pp.484-5; census, PP.1843.XXTT;
PP.1852=3.LXXXV; PP,1872.IXVI.Pt.ILl.




various RDs may be illustrated from Table 3.3. This

Table further examines the importance of migration to

each RD. Here the net gain/loss by migration is represented
as a percentage of the population of each RD. The gains
made by migration, when viewed from this perspective,
represented contributions as high as 34.8% (Bromley

1861) and as low as 0.6% (Milton 1861).7
those losing population by migration, the variation

If we consider

was also great, ranging from a loss as great as 20.8%
(Sheppey 1861) to one of 0.2% (Dover 1855). However it is
striking that RDs in the south/south-west: Tenterden,
Romney Marsh, East Ashford, Cranbrook, and Hollingbourne,
were high on the list of those whose loss was greatest.
Once again a pattern of growth in the north/north-east,
and of loss in the south/south-west emerges.

Whilst emphasising net migratory flows, as this
Chapter has done so far, one must not overlook the factor
of natural increase per se, in determining population
growth rates by RD. In some RDs natural increase (B-D)
was greater than gross increase (P2-Pl), due tc out-migration;
meanwhile in others, natural increase, calculated in this
way, fell short of gross increases, due to in-migration.
From Tables 3.2 and 3.3 we can infer that natural increase
was an important contributor to population growth in many
RDs. This inference is confirmed in Table 3.4 which
compares natural increase to gross increase. For the
majority of the RDs natural increase was greater than
overall increase, the discrepancy between the two being
accounted for by net losses by migration.8

Two points must be made at this stage. Statistics for
net gains or losses of population by migration must be
treated with caution as they do not reveal the total
movement of population. For example, Gravesend RD

experienced a net loss of population by migration in the

7 For an expanded Table which includes all RDs see
Appendix 4, pp.437-38.

8 For a detailed Table specifying which RDs fell into each
category see Appendix 5, pp.439-441.
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Table 3.3. Net gain/loss by migration as a percentage of the
population of each RD.

RDs gaining, 1841-46 1841 base population

Greenwich

Medway

Lewisham, Bromley, Dartford
Elham, Bridge

Gravesend, North Aylesford, Hoo

" RDs losing

Maidstone 0.7
Canterbury 3.9
Romney Marsh, Tenterden, Cranbrook 7.5
Tunbridge 21.3
Milton, Sheppey, Faversham, Blean 10.5

RDs gaining, 1855-G1 1855 base population

Lewisham/Greenwich
Elham

Medway

Sheppey

Tunbridge

RDs losing

Dover 0.2
Gravesend 0.5
Milton 1.1
Hollingbourne 107
Sevenoaks 9 o2
RDs gaining, 1867-71 1861 base population
Lewisham/Greenwich 4,2
Bromley 34.8
Thanet 21.8
Gravesend O ¥
Milton 0.6
RDs losing

Hoo 10.6
Faversham 26 3
Hollingbourne 12.6
Tenterden 16.6
Sheppey 20.38

In other words, in the period 1855-61 Elham, for example,
gained by net migration 12.8% of its 1855 population.

source: Census, PP.1843.XXII; PP.1852-3.LXXXV; PP.1872.LXVI.
Pt.II; RGARs, PP.1842.XIX-1873.XX.




Table 3.4. Number of RDs with natural increases above,
similar to, or below gross increase.

1841-46 1855=56 1861-71

Higher natural
increase (RDs
losing by net
out-migration) 16 14 18

Similar 7 7 4

Lower natural

increase (RDs

gaining by net

in-migration) 5 f/ 6

source: Census, PP.1843.XXII; PP.1852-3.LXXXV;
PP.1872.1LXVI.Pt.II; RGARs, PP.1842.XIX-1873.XX.

period 1855-61 of 93 persons. Gross figures may reveal
that in fact 2,000 entered and 2,093 left the RD. Thus the
net loss of 93 is less significant when the 2,000 entrants
are taken into account. We can see from this example that
net figures may misrepresent the function of an area as an
emplover of labour. Secondly, net statistics do not reveal
differential movement on the part of various occupational
groups. Consequently if we are to establish the role of
any area as an employer of labour the above calculations
must be complemented by tracing its population (identifying,
for example, its age, sex and occupational characteristics),
from census to census. Although this method overlooks
inter-censal movement it nevertheless remains the most
effective means of establishing the volume and characteristics

of the 'comers' and 'goers' in each parish or RD.

THE NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF KENTISH AGRICULTURE.

The statistics for the distribution of population,
population growth rates, and the net gains/losses by migration
of each RD have roughly demarcated north/north-eastern Kent
from south/south-western areas. How did these figures
relate to the nature and availability of jobs in Kent?

In the mid-nineteenth century, agriculture was not only
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the most important (though decreasingly so) single activity
in Kent; Kent itself was one of the most important agricultural
counties in England. Yet if we are to establish the possible
connections between demographic and economic change in Kent,
agricultural activity in the county must be examined on a more
local level. The county was subsequently divided by
writers into between two and four major geological and
agricultural regions. Charles Whitehead, in his comprehensive
review of Kentish agriculture divided the area into the
following four major regions:9

1. East Kent (Rochester-Canterbury-Folkestone-Ashford);

2. Mid Kent (westward from Lenham to Westerham, bounded

on the north by Rochester and south by Tonbridge);

3. North Kent (westerly direction to Bromley and from

the bank of the Thames due south toc the borders of the

Mid Kent division) ;

4., Weald of Kent (from Ashford to beyond Tonbridge,

bounded on the north by Mid Kent, and south by the

Sussex border).

Whitehead described the land of East Kent as consisting
of a more or less shallow covering of mould upon the chalk,
on which wheat, turnips, barley, grass, oats, seeds, peas,
beans and hops were grown, with flocks of Kent sheep being
kept on many farms. The Mid Kent region was comprised
mainly of the lower Greensand formation and produced turnips,
clover, wheat, oats, and cattle. The upper part of North
Kent enjoyed good soil while the lower part, where the chalk
was only covered by its natural thin layer of soil, had
poorer soil. The region contained much woodland used for
hop-poles, and grew oats, barley, vegetables and salad
plants, much of which were exported to London. Similarly
the fruit (berries) grown in the Orpington and Crays area
was bound for London. Finally the Weald was made up of
heavy soils upon the Weald clay in the upper part, and

lighter clay with an admixture of sand and loam in the

9 Whitehead, C. 'Sketch of the Agriculture of Kent,' JRAS,
60 (1899), 429-485. He alsc included four sub-divisions:
Romney Marsh, Thanet, Sheppey and the Hundred of Hoo.
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lower part. Here there was much land given over to pasture
and the growing of hops, with some cats and wheat. From
this analysis and description one can draw the inference
that Kent's agriculture was very diverse, and this had
always been so: "Agriculture is in a very advanced state
in Kent, and it has a greater variety of products than
any other county (sic) in the Kingdom."lO

We discussed in Chapter 1 how the trend of the new
husbandry in the late eighteenth/early nineteenth century
was not only towards experimentation with new crops and
rotation systems, but also towards

heavier

stocking. The cultivation of newly enclosed land with
crops such as swedes, mangolds, legumes, sainfoin and

"

rvegrass, in the words of Chambers and Mingay "...provided

great quantities of additional fodder and raised the

nll  1ikewise in the 'Golden

levels of animal nutrition.
Age' the role of livestock production intensified within
mixed farming. This drive towards heavier stocking of,
for example, cows, was nationwide and prompted by the
demand for dairy products in the growing urban centres
such as London. Yet proof of a transition to a heavier
dependence on pastoral farming in the earlier decades

is hard to come by in Kentish sources. George Buckland
noted of Kent in 1845 that a "...larger number of cattle
and sheep... are reared and fattened..."than was the case
at the time of Mr. Boys's report in 1805.12 The general
increase in livestock production in Kent was considered
by Buckland to be a signal of agricultural improvement,
and it was not the only one he observed. He commented
favourably on Kent's increasingly efficient dairying,

the enclosure of waste lands, the Commutation of Tithes

and the Poor Law Amendment Acts, which "operated ben-

10 McCulloch, J.R. Geographical Dictionary. Longmans, 1866,
vol.Iil; p.B2.

11 Chambers, J.D. & Mingay, G. op. cit., p.54.

12 Buckland, G. 'On the Farming of Kent,' JRAS, VI (1845),
p.300. His reference to Boys is: Boys, J. General
view of the Agricultuk of Kent. 1796, Sherwcod, Neely
& Jones, 1813 edition. 136




13

eficially on the agriculture of the county." On the
subject of livestock production he stated that an important
area for sheep fattening and rearing was Romney Marsh
where fattening land on average could carry and fatten
4 or 5 sheep an acre, while breeding land could support
2 to 3 ewes per acre in the winter and double the number
in summer.14 Cattle occupied a secondary position to
sheep in the district's economy, though Buckland observed
that the area kept or fattened many cattle in the summer
which had been sent down by Wealden breeders.

In later decades, the balance was clearly shifting
slightly towards pastoral as opposed to arable farming,
a not unexpected trend given the relative price movements
in this period,ls although the trend would become much
more marked in the ensuing period of the 'Great Depression'’

in agriculture. To quote the Victoria County History:

"It will be seen that in 1867 arable land
occupied three-fifths, and in 1907 only
two-fifths of the cultivated surface, the
decline being heaviest in wheat, beans, peas,
clover and turnips. The grags area shows

a corresponding extension."~°

13 Buckland, G. ibid., pp.300-0l.

14 ibid., p.299.

15 Relative Price Movements: Arable and Livestock Products,
1851-80 (1365-74 = 100).
Movt
1851-55 1356-60 1361-65 1866-70 1871-75 1875-80 1871-80;

cf.1851-60
Wheat 103 98 87 100 100 87 -7%
Barley 82 98 86 101 103 95 +10%
Oats 90 37 87 101 104 96 +7%
Beef 77 85 87 4 110 103 +31%
Mutton 80 88 93 93 108 105 +27%
Cheese 15 86 84 102 7 85 +13%
Milk 65 34 82 39 91 111 +36%

source: Jones, E.L. 1968, p.21.

16 Page, W. (ed), Victoria County History 3 vols, Archibald
Constable & Co. Ltd, 1908 edition, vol.l, p.459.
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The first comprehensive animal and crop returns for Kent
was compiled for 1867. The Table (Table 3.5) has been

constructed using figures for both Kent and England and
Wales, and reveals the percentage of land used for each

purpose.

Table 3.5. Area under crops, and number of livestock,

Kent, England and Wales, 1867.

% land devoted to Kent

(i) arable, within which,

Wheat 14.7 12.8
Barley 546 8.1
Oats 7.5 6.9
Potatoes E.3 1.3
Swedes, turnips, mangolds 5«8 Tsrd
Temporary grass 7.7 11.0
Hops 567 0.2
Other (residual) 11.7 8.5
(ii) pasture, permanent, 40.0 435
(iii) livestock, number,

Cows & heifers 24,500

Total cattle 68,137 4,084 960
Sheep 1,063,414 22 ;025,000
Pigs 75,570 2,779,000

note: the livestock figures apply to stock kept in the county
in summer time. From the prevailing practice of the county
it may be assumed that a winter census would show more

cattle and fewer sheep.

source: Page, W. (ed), op. cit., p.459; Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, A Century of Agricultural
Statistics; Great Britain 1866-1966. HMSO, 1968, 92-126.

While we must bear in mind that Table 3.5 shows
averages, and thus disguises regicnal diversity, it never-
theless draws out the characteristics of both Kentish and
English/Welsh agriculture, and shows the continuing importance
of arable cultivation and how land use in Kent resembled
the national average. Both were very diverse, the one
noteworthy difference being the higher percentage of land
given over to hop cultivation - a Kentish speciality. We

obtain some further insight into the importance of livestock
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in the county's economy when we consider the figures
cited for a Mid Kent farm belonging to Lord Torringtcn in
mid-century. The 500 acre farm consisted of: 62 acres

of hops, 20 acres of fruit, 182 of meadow and 236 of
arable,l7 a significant proportion being meadow (though
not necessarily breeding or fattening land) in an area
renowned for its hops and fruit. Although there was
eventually a substantial national decline in sheep
rearing, this was not so noticeable in Kent, and some areas,
such as Romney Marsh, remained heavily stocked with both
sheep and cattle.

The importance of the nature and location of land
use in the county is in its implication for population.
Firstly, districts concentrating on livestock had a low
population density and grew little in population. The
Royal Commission on the Employment of Children, Young Persons
and Women in Agriculture18 reported in 1867 that 1 man
was needed for every 25-30 acres in arable culture while

only 1 man was needed for every 50-60 acres under pasture.l9

Consequently in Romney Marsh,20 for example, the population
grew little in comparison to the labour intensive fruit
growing arable areas of north and east Kent, whose pop-
ulation growth rate was above the Kentish average. Secondly,
we can thus infer from the Royal Commission's evidence that
arable and fruit growing areas supported a denser population
and tended to grow faster in population terms. This was
exemplified by northern Kent and Thanet. Thirdly, districts
characterised by mixed farming, (therefore most of Kent),
could, if they swung the balance towards livestock, show a
reduced demand for labour, probably the case in the Weald.

17 Buckland, G. op. cit., p.275.

18 Royal Commission on the Employment of Children, Young
Persons and Women in Agriculture, PP.1868-69.XIII.

19 ibid., cited in Chambers, J.D. & Mingay, G. op. cit.,

pp.133-134.

20 In 1851 the acreage of Romney Marsh RD was similar to
that of Faversham, Tunbridge and Tenterden RDs. Yet the
number of adults (persons QueE _age 20) engaged in
agriculture was far lower:, 1:3:3:2 @W4:2501:3177:2181). All
were'agricultural' RDs. 120




In extra-metropolitan Kent as a whole, between 1851 and 1871,

the numbers of agricultural labourers and farm servants

declined Prom 48,213 to 42,825, that is, by 11.2%.°-
However, variations in farming practice over time

and space were not the only determinants of population

size and growth rates. All RDs were experiencing a decline

in the relative importance of agriculture as an employer.

Moreover, the predominantly agricultural RDs sustained the

heaviest population losses by migration. We should be

wary of concluding that because agriculture was the prin-

cipal employer in a particular RD which was losing population

by net migration, that it was the agricultural labour force

who were leaving. Non-agricultural groups may have been

responsible for the exodus. However it is striking in

view of the overall decline in the relative importance of

agriculture as an employer, that it was the predominantly

agricultural RDs which suffered heavy population losses

by migration. Migration could have been both a cause and

result of this decline, and to what extent was the pop-

ulation loss attributable to the pull of labour by industry?

If we are to explore these issues we must first undertake

an examination of the nature and distribution of industry

within Kent.

THE NATURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRY IN KENT.

"The manufactures of Kent are exceedingly small
compared with its population", commented the Official

County Map and Guide of 1877. "The paper mills employ

about four thousand hands, and in weaving ribbons and
silks, and in the manufacture of linens, waistcoats and
shirts, etc., about 1,000 more are employed. Other man-
ufactures are bricks, tiles, pottery, cement and lime,

which give employment to several thousand people. The

21 PpP.1852~-53,LXXXVIII.PE.1{(2) and PP.1B873.1XXI.PE.l-




dockyards and shipping interests give occupation to a great

many more. The fisheries of Kent are very importaﬁt;

the rivers and extensive seacoast forming a wide and

varied field for these operations."22
The nature and distribution of Kentish industry had

changed considerably since the seventeenth century when the

Weald, and notably Brenchley, were the site of iron furnaces.

The industrial map of nineteenth century Kent (Map 3.1)

shows north Kent and the eastern coastline to be Kent's

industrial centres. The metropolitan RDs of Greenwich and

Lewisham (later also Woolwich) grew in the nineteenth

century primarily because they were the sites of army and

navy barracks and the Gun Factory.23 The presence of the

barracks stimulated the growth of related industries:

shipbuilding, munitions, and engineering, while employment for

traditional craftsmen such as tailors, shoemakers, leather

and woodworkers relatively declined. The docks, rail and

road transport provided employment for unskilled labour.24

After 1860 Greenwich became the site of cable and cement

works, soap and chemical manufactories. The impact of

military establishments was also an important factor in the

development of the Medway area. For example, Chatham

Dockyard provided employment in victualling, construction,25

and the repair of boats. As the navy supplied every man

22 The Official County Map and Guide. Simpkin, Marshall
& Co, 1877, p.ll.

23 See Crossick, G. An Artisan Elite in Victorian Society,
Kentish London 1840-80. Croom Helm, 1978. Employment
at the Royal Arsenal grew from 1,066 in 1848 to 8,986
in 1861-62 (p.B3).

24 Crossick, G. ibid., writes that in 1863, 829 men were
employed in the Deptford docks and 1,508 in Woolwich.
Of these 28.5% and 31.4% respectively were semi- and
unskilled (p.69).

25 See Preston, J. Industrial Medway: a historical
survey. The author, Rochester, 1977. Preston writes
that employment in the Chatham dockyard was 1,778 in
1855-7, it fell to 1,735 in 1860 and then rose to
1,330 established hands and 2,170 hired hands by
1875 (p.129).
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with one gallon of beer a day (a precaution against scurvy),
the brewing industry developed in this area.

Other Kentish industries had emerged as a result of
the presence of certain natural products, namely, chalk
ragstone, limestone, clay, lime, flints, Roman cement
stone, iron and copperas. Northern Kent was the location
for the manufactories based on these natural resources.
Production of Portland cement began in 1830 at Northfleet,
using North Downs chalk, and clay from the Thames and
Medway estuaries. Furthermore, the availability of river
transport encouraged the industry to develop on Thameside,
"...from Gravesend up to Dartford, in the Medway valley
between Rochester and Burham, and at Sittingbourne."26
The population of 'cement villages' grew rapidly, for example,
the population of Burham, Snodland and Wouldham more than
doubled in the period 1851—61.27 Preston wrote that in
the early years it was only the low paid agricultural
labourers who were attracted into the industry, the
situation changing as cement manufacturing became more
scientific.

The availability of water transport encouraged the
location of paper mills along the Medway, for example, at
Eynsford, Snodland, Boxley, Maidstone, Sittingbourne, the
Crays and Dartford,28 the river being used to bring in
the bulky raw materials. The area's proximity to London,
the centre of the newspaper industry, was an important
factor in the growth of paper manufacture in north Kent.

Other significant northern industries were: Aveling and
Porter's engineering works at Rochester (employing 400

men in 1872);29 brick making at Burham and Sittingbourne;

26 Jessup, F. Kent History Illustrated. 1966, Kent County
Council, Maidstone, 1978 edition, p.66.

27 Preston, J. op. cit., p.65.

28 Preston quotes the following figures for employment
offered by the paper industry in 1866: Messrs. Hook &
Co. of Snodland, 120 approx; Balston of Maidstone, 350;
Joynson at St. Mary Cray, 630 (p.153).

29 ibid., p.1l20.
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Seafar's brass and iron founders, steam engine and boiler
fitters, pump workers and millwrights - at Dartford;

leather at Crayford; the quarrying of marble at Bethersden,
gravel at Blackheath, stone at Igtham, calico-printing at
Crayvford; iron founderies at Crayford and Dartford;ceppevas wovksat
3aﬁﬁ“§et outside northern Kent there were only a few note-
worthy pockets of manufacturing activity. There were
copperas works at Whitstable, and linen making, tanning

and brewing industries at Maidstone. Some employment was
created by railways although this should not be exaggerated.Bo
Tufnell, the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner for Kent
(1835-42) commented on the employment provided by railway
construction. He estimated that for every 66 Kentish
labourers there was 1 job available with the railway
(105,639:1,599). In fact nine-tenths of these railway
employees were not Kentish labourers but navigators who
travelled from railrocad to railroad, and belonged to no
county in particular:

"...this leaves only one-tenth of the increase
of employment, which I have shown to be due to
the formation of the railroad, as falling to
the native inhabitants of the county. And thus,
the whole advantage, amounts to an addition of
the evanescent quantity of 1 th to the usual
660 31
demand for labour in the county."”
At its workshops in Ashford established in 1849 the Company
constructed and repaired wagons, coaches and locomotives.
The town had been chosen due to the availability of "...
labour, water supply, land and ease of access to the rest

n32 Jackson found that the

of the company's railway network.
population of Ashford grew steadily after 1841, 4,000 pecpl
being added in the years 1841-61l. However, recalling Table
3.1, neither of the Ashford RDs grew at a rate above the

Kent average after 1851, and indeed both lost pcpulation

30 The South Eastern Railway's main line was built between
1841 and 1844,

31 Assistant Poor Law Commissioner Tufnell's correspondence,
PRO, MH.32.71, 1lst March, 1842.

32 Jackson, K. 'The South Eastern Railway and its Workshops
at Ashford,' Cantium, 2, no.4 (1970), p.96.

i

144




by net migration (see Appendix 3). It is also noteworthy
that like Tufnell, Jackson found that many of the Company's
employees and their families were 'foreign'. Under one-
third had been born in Kent, and even most of the latter
were the offspring of adults who had come to the town from
as far away as Northumberland (8.5%) and Durham (6.6%).33
However Jackson believed that work was plentiful for both
Kentish and non-Kentish workers, and that this was
evidenced by the Company's continuous building of houses
for its employees. He concluded that, "It is unlikely
that the company would have built houses if it considered
that it would not need the services of the men for whom
such cottages were intended."34
Fishing was carried on all around the Kentish coast-
line, for example, at Dover, Folkestone, Ramsgate, Rochester,
Whitstable, Gillingham and Queenborough. London was the
principal market for the catches, with the railway providing
easy transport to Billingsgate market. The industry
consisted both of deep-sea (cod, herring, and mackerel)
and shellfish fishing, the latter declining in the Medway
in the late nineteenth century as a result of the pollution
of the water by centres of heavy industry. Apart from
employing labour directly in fishing, the industry stim-
ulated the growth of fishing-related activities: boat
building, rope, sail, oar and net making. Another
activity based on the sea was that of foying, the ferrying
of supplies to passing ships, and the aiding of vessels
and crews in difficulty. This was an important source of
employment in the Thanet-Dover-Deal area, situated as they
were on one of the greatest shipping routes in the world.
Here the Goodwin Sands both caused many disasters, and
provided an anchorage for passing ships. Anchorage was
necessary due to the fact that the wind which brought ships
round the Isle of Thanet could not also enable them to

33 ibid., p.96.

34 ibid., p.99.
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navigate the Sands - so the ships dropped anchor and waited
for the wind to change. Consequently for towns such as

Deal, foyving was the mainstay of the economy. The population
of Deal grew by 1,321 people in the period 1841-71, an

increase of 19.8%. Yet the rate of growth was vneven
between 1841-61 the town grew by 12.6% (843 persons) and in
the years 1861-71 the increase was 6.3% (478 persons).

The decline in the rate of growth coincided with the period
of severe unemployment amongst those engaged in foying (as
will be discussed on p.l67 of this Chapter and in Chapter
6) .

A final benefit that Kent enjoyed as a result of its
proximity to the sea was the tourist industry. In the
nineteenth century the Thanet area became very popular as
a holiday resort with the middle classes, who, with the
advent of the South Eastern Railway, were able to frequent
watering places such as Margate. Eventually the lowering
of train fares brought the seaside excursion within
reach of the working classes. More specifically the
presence of holiday makers prompted the opening cf hotels,
lodging and bcarding houses, tea-rooms, restaﬁrants,
numerous places of amusement, and souvenir stalls. As
'The Times' observed in August 1860:

"Visitors make trade wherever they go, and
often where there would be no trade without
them. Look at the trays of little curios-
ities on the jetty or the beach, from the
tempting piece of polished amber to the
commonplace shell. Look at the marble
knickknacks and the pebble brooches - they
would never find customers except among
people on holiday. 50 little trades are
maintained by small pleasuring, for
pleasuring in the end means spending, and

where money is sggnt there is always some-
body who gains."

35 The Times, 30th August 1360. Cited in Whyman, J.
A Sketch of Economic Development in Kent, 1600-1900.
University of Kent, unpublished manuscript, 1969, p.6.
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Tunbridge Wells was the only important watering-place
outside the Thanet area, and it was also the site of a
noteworthy manufacture - that of Tunbridge Ware. The
tea tables, writing desks, workboxes, baskets, paint boxes,
cabinets were very popular in the late nineteenth century.
The only other towns which should be mentioned in this
summary of nineteenth century Kentish industry are
Canterbury and Sevenoaks - which produced muslins,
brocaded silks and stockings, and Sandwich, the Isle of
Thanet and Isle of Grain - which produced salt. The rate
of growth of these areas was varied: Tunbridge RD was the
cnly district in the Weald to grow above the Kent average
and gain population by net migration. Sevenoaks RD
lost population between 1841-61, and then gained in the
years 1861-71. Thanet RD had a high rate of growth, while
Canterbury fluctuated from losing 6% of its population in
1841-51 to gaining 18% in 1851-61. The nature of the
labour requirements of each industry and any recessions/
booms experienced could, as in the case of foying, help
explain these fluctuations. However in discussing pop-
ulation growth we must note the effectﬁhon-industrial
employment, for example the presence of soldiers in
Canterbury city, who in 1871 formed the largest single
occupaticnal group: 15.5% (900) of all males aged 20 and
over. Furthermore the status of Canterbury as a city
resulted in the settlement of the middle classes and there
was a consequent demand for domestic servants. Amongst
the gainfully employed females aged over 20, these
represented the largest single occupatiocnal group: 13%
(363) or 22.6% (643) if we include the coeks and house-
keepers.36

From this review it is evident that northern Kent
was the most important industrial area in the county,
with eastern Kent providing employment for workers

engaged in the fisheries, foying or the tourist industry.

36 PP.1873.LXXI.Pt.I, pp.92-94.
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The precise effect of these industries in terms of the
amount of jobs provided for each RD is difficult to assess,
though information regarding the distribution of jobs
within Kent can be obtained from the printed census.

This summarises the numbers, by RD, of adults (persons
aged 20 and over) engaged in one of six general occup-

ational groups: professional, domestic, commercial,

agricultural, industrial and indefinite.37 These are

broad categories; for example, farmers are
classified with the landless labourer under "agricultural"”
employment. More specific information concerning occupational

distribution and change is available38

for the years under
review, but since in this Chapter we are dealing with all
the RDs of Kent, these general figures will be used to

establish the trends.

PERSONS ENGAGED IN VARIOUS OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS.

From Table 3.6 we see that domestic employment formed
the largest category in all the RDs. With regard to pro-
fessional employment, the RDs of Medway, Sheppey, Dover,
and Lewisham/Greenwich revealed large percentages - a
result of the presence of military establishments. The
'domestic' category was dominated by females, domestic
employment being the most popular occupation amongst
women. For example in Bromley RD in 1871 a half of all
adults were engaged in a 'domestic' pursuit and 92.2% of
these were females.
fhis 92.2% represented 84% of all female employment.
Meanwhile the commercial presence was only noticeable in
Gravesend RD. In 1871 the census revealed that soldiers
even outnumbered labourers in Rochester City/Chatham -

and Dover Borough. In Rochester/Chatham (the census cites

37 Registrar General's classification. For a definition
of these groups see Appendix 6, p p.442-44.

38 A study of such occupational details has been made

by Armstrong, W.A. 'Social Structure from the early
census returns,' in Wrigley, E.A. (ed), 1966, 209-237.
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Importance of each occupational group, by RD
and sex for all adults, 1851 and 1871, per cent.

1. Professional . Domestic
851 1871 1871

m. f. m. s . . . £

1

m

Bromley 257 049 3.3 1.2 4.6 41.8 3.9 46.3
Dartford 2.1 0.7 3.0 1.1 3.7 41.6 2.4 42.3
Gravesend 4.5 1.0 7.9 1.5 4.0 45.9 1.8 43.3
N. Aylesford 2+3 0 T 2.5 0.7 2.3 41.6 1.8 43.1
Hoo 2.6 Oi. -4 2.4 0.7 1.8 37.8 1.4 41.1
Medway 23.6 0.7 18.9 0.8 3.8 41. 1.4 37:3
Malling 1.6 0.7 1.6 0.9 3.3 40.3 2.7 42.7
Sevenoaks 1.8 0.8 2.0 0.9 4.5 40.3 2.9 42 56
Tunbridge 243 1.0 2.9 1.3 4.6 44.9 2.6 44,2
Maidstone 4.1 0.8 4.4 0.9 4.4 39.7 2.0 41.0
Hollingbourne 1.4 O S 1.7 0.7 2.9 36.9 2.0 43.3
Cranbrook 2.0 0.8 2.3 1.0 4.3 40.9 1.8 43.6
Tenterden 1.6 0.7 2.1 0.9 3.3 40.1 1.3 43.3
W. Ashford 1.7 0.6 2.1 0.6 3.9 38.7 1.4 42.4
E. Ashford 1.1 0.7 1.5 0.7 2.9 38.6 1.8 44.2
Bridge 1.5 0.7 1.6 0.7 35 39:5 2:3 43.5
Canterbury 746 1.0 14.0 0.7 6.5 46.7 2.3 39.0
Blean 3.0 Q' 3.6 l.2 3.8 44.7 1.7 45.6
Faversham 2.0 0.7 1.8 0.7 3.2 41.0 148 44.1
Milton 3.3 07 1.8 0.7 3.1 40.4 1.5 44.9
Sheppey 33.3 0.6 26.5 05 2.3 377 B s 37.6
Thanet 3l L.O 3.9 1.4 4.8 48.0 2.4 46.7
Eastry 5.2 Qa7 7.6 1.1 3.7 40.5 2.1 43.1
Dover 9.2 0.9 16.3 0.9 4.9 43.3 2.1 40.5
Elham 546 1.0 20.0 1.1 4.0 40.4 2.1 39.4
Romney Marsh 5.6 5 Qa5 4.9 0.6 3.2 40.8 1.5 41.5
Lewisham/

Greenwich 1549 L,0 9.7 1.2 3.8 44.5 1.5 44.1
Kent regq.

county 8.4 0.8 8.0 0.01 3.9 42.4 2.0 42.8

149



COTET 5.9

Table 3.6.

Agricultural

4.

Commercial

3.

OO NLVNAHLFONOAFOIINAINSEOOVONIOMOON
O+10010 A 410 A1 A4~ 00400000 CH

028613812520884416721.56410

92248223353908085595677602
— — ™M NANrHHMOANM AN o — — N

43308268604835192689843639
22024033226655640233013133
58387625130889591014188541_

. . . . . - . . .

18393307876011125742999991
o — < MON—AAMOOON O™ — N — — ™M

7_232132134022221411112233m

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
65127192341336173937779118
44451512331112113833364743
—
MFALSANONMINOANMMMAND HWOMF0 WS AN

OOOOO0.000lOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
48340864381140441427590967

22231411221112112641276641;
—

N. Aylesford

Hoo
Hollingbourne

Cranbrook
Tenterden

W. Ashford
E. Ashford
Romney Marsh
Lewisham/

Bridge
Canterbury

Bromley
Dartford
Gravesend
Medway
Malling
Sevenoaks
Tunbridge
Maidstone
Blean
Faversham
Milton
Sheppey
Thanet
Eastry
Dover
Elham

N

2

3.1 0.3

7.0 0.4

0.6

Greenwich

O

\0

i

« 7 2a

0.3 14

5.2

Kent




Table 3.6 cont...

RD 5. Industrial 6. Indefinite
1851 1871 1851 1871

m. £ m. Tt m. f£f. m. £
Bromley 11.5 3.8 14.9 5.4 4.6 3.5 > 0 1.6
Dartford 17.4 2.1 19:1 640 5.4 2,1 6.6 Jexa
Gravesend 15%3. 148 15.1 6.6 6.0 4.7 4.2 2D
N. Aylesford 14.0 1.2 170 3.1 9.4 2.4 10,0 123
Hoo 5.3 0.4 7.2 1.4 0.6 1.4 4.0 0.5
Medway 12.7 k2 18.3 6.0 3.9 3.3 8.1 152
Malling 12.9 2.0 17.2 3.9 2.0 1.8 3.9 0.8
Sevenoaks 1d.3 di# 15.5 4.4 3.1 3.5 3.8 1.2
Tunbridge 13.9 1.1 1753 6.5 5.4 3.2 4.9 2.6
Maidstone 16.1 3x2 19.4 7.2 4.1 4.4 3.4 1.5
Hollingbourne 8.9 1.0 9.6 2.1 1l.2 3.4 ", 0.9
Cranbrook 10:1 0.9 13+2 3.3 -1l.7.2.0 1.6 1.:0
Tenterden 9.4 0.9 10.4 3.4 2.4 2.7 3.4 1.3
W. Ashford 15.5 1.2 20.0 4.4 6.6 2.4 4.7 1.2
E. Ashford 9.7 0.8 11.0 2.0 , 4.7 2.2 ST 0.9
Bridge 9:3. X:0 10.5 3.2 1l.6 3.5 5.3 1.2
Canterbury 172, 2+ 19.8 8,5 6.6 3.7 4.8 1.9
Blean 11.4 . 1.5 12,5 4.5 6.0 2.5 4.0 1.6
Faversham 11.9 1.4 17.4 3.2 4.5 2.6 5.4 1.0
Milton 12,8 1.2 18.3 2.9 7.3 3.0 9.7 0.6
Sheppey 7.1 1.1 14,5 3.4 2.7 2.5 545 0.4
Thanet 12.7 1.3 16.7 6.4 5.0 4.4 5.4 2.3
Eastry 9.8 1.4 12.5 4.5 3.6 5.4 3l 2.0
Dover 13.0- 251 13:3 8«2 4.5 3.3 5is6 139
Elham 13.4 1.6 ¥0.5°4.6 3.9 2.3 5.4 105
Romney Marsh 79 wle3 8.3 2:7 1.7 2.3 ek 0.4
Lewisham/

Greenwich 1554 L6 19.4 6.6 5.8 3.1 6.1 7
Kent 13.3.. 127 16:7 5+5 :4.7 3.2 547 1.6
note: m. = male

£f. = female

source: census, PP.1844.XXVII, PP.1852-53.LXXXVIII.Pt.1(2),
PP.1873.LXXI.Pt.1.

one figure for the two areas), soldiers comprised 15% of all
males aged over 20, and in Dover the correspconding percentage

was 27.39

39 PP.1873.LXXI.Pt.l, pp.88-91.
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The statistics for agricultural and industrial
employment are of greatest interest. They show that with
the exception of Hoo, the most important agricultural areas
(in terms of the percentage of adults employed) were the
western and southern RDs. Furthermore from Table 3.7 we
see how, in 1851 for example, the largest single agricultural
category in each RD of Kent was that of agricultural
labourer (outdoor), each of the other major agricultural
groups forming a comparatively far smaller percentage
of those engaged in agriculture. Industrial employment
occupied the highest percentage of adults in the RDs of
Dartford, Maidstone, Canterbury, Gravesend, Greenwich/
Lewisham, West Ashford, Bromley and North Aylesford
(all northern RDs with the exception of Maidstone and
Canterbury), followed by Elham, Dover and Tunbridge
(eastern RDs with the exception of Tunbridge). Thus the
location of agriculture and industry, (as inferred from
the standard sources of Kentish social and economic
history), was reflected in the census figures for the
numbers in agricultural and industrial employment. This
need not have been the case as some industries or agricultural
activities may have been small employers, no matter what
their contribution to the local economy. Consequently
their location in a particular area was not necessarily

synonymous with the large scale presence of employment.

From Map 3.2 we can see that in the case of most of
the RDs where agriculture was important, there was a
corresponding lack of industrial employees. On the other
hand the significance of agriculture in Kent was demonstrated
by the fact that even in the most industrialised RDs,
agriculture was still a substantial employer - in Dartford,
for example, (the most important industrial RD in terms
of the percentage employed) had 20.1% of its adult population
engaged in industry, and 21.2% in agriculture. However
Table 3.6 and Map 3.3 demonstrate clearly that the number

of persons engaged in agricultural employment was relatively
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Table 3.7 Breakdown of the adult agricultural community,
1851, per cent.

Farmers' family ag. labs. farm servant

RD Farmers workers (outdoor) — (indoor)
Bromley 759 6ie L 79.5 6.5
Dartford Tnd 4.8 82.1 5.4
Gravesend 17.2 Jad 70.3 9.4
N. Aylesford 1wl 4.1 80.6 24d
Hoo 7.4 1.7 87.8 3:d
Medway 10, 2 a2 83.0 3.7
Malling 8.4 4.4 80.9 643
Sevenoaks 10.5 6.9 18.9 3.6
Tunbridge 1.7 5.2 76.1 Twd
Maidstone 9.7 4.2 82.3 3.8
Hollingbourne 14.4 9.6 65.1 109
Cranbrook 13.7 Tasd 7149 120
Tenterden 16.4 8.8 12.8 g
W. Ashford 18.5 10.2 57.3 13.9
E. Ashford 16.2 Del 63.3 1.4
Bridge 10.5 6.6 137 9.2
Canterbury 8.9 4.4 83.1 3.6
Blean 109 9.2 7120 748
Faversham 10..5 6+5 72:9 10.0
Milton 9.2 Tal 178 5.2
Sheppey 6.5 5.4 184 10.0
Thanet 10.1 5.8 70.5 13.86
Eastry 1259 7.6 65 .2 14.6
Dover 12.7 7.8 63.2 16.2 |
Elham 173 10.6 59.1 13:0 |
Romney Marsh 12.0 6.7 75.6 5.8 |
Lewisham/

Greenwich 8.8 3.1 86.4 1.8
Kent reqg.

county 11.5 6.7 73:8 8.0

source: PP.1852-53.LXXXVIII.Pt.1(2).
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declining throughout the county. By 1871 even the most
important agricultural areas had a smaller percentage

of their workforce working in farming than in 1851.

This decline in the percentage of the workers engaged in
agriculture was also evident in industrial RDs such as
Bromley, Dartford, and North Aylesford, where the percentage
of industrial workers finally rose above that of those
involved in agriculture. In places such as Medway,
Canterbury or Gravesend where non-agricultural work had
always been far more important, the gap between the two
sectors of the economy widened even further. If we compare
the percentage in agriculture with those in all non-
agricultural pursuits,4o éhe role of agriculture becomes
even clearer. As an employer of labour it never surpassed
the combined industrial, professional, domestic, commercial
and indefinite occupations. Only in Hoo did agriculture
almost equal the other employment (48.5% against 51.5% in
1851) .41

THE BUOYANCY OF THE KENTISH LABOUR MARKET.

In the preceding pages we identified the location of
jobs in Kent and the numbers of persons engaged in particular
occupations. An additional perspective on the Kentish
labour market can be obtained by examining its relative
buoyancy. In the absence of unemployment figures this

can be done by calculating the expenditure on poor relief.42

40 Dbearing in mind that such figures include those not
gainfully employed, such as wives at home.

41 See Map 3.4, p.l1l57.

42 This assumes that other causes of relief expenditure
would have more or less balanced out.
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From Table 3.8 we see that Poor Law Unions43 with

the highest outlay on relief44

in 1841 were Hollingbourne,

Cranbrook, East Ashford, Romney Marsh, Tenterden, Malling

and West Ashford. 1In all these unions a high percentage

of their adult populations were engaged in agricultural

pursuits. Furthermore, those areas whose expenditure

was above the county average tended to be those which had a

major part of their workforce engaged in agriculture,

and which had little industrial employment available. In

contrast, the unions of Lewisham/Greenwich, Dartford,

Bromley, Gravesend, Medway, Blean, Thanet, Eastry,

Canterbury, Elham and Dover all had below average expenditure

in 1841, and they were all areas with a high percentage

of the adult population engaged in industrial activities.

The exceptions to this were North Aylesford, Maidstone

and Tunbridge where the presence of industrial employment

apparently did not keep expenditure down, and Sevenoaks,

which was an 'average' union despite the agricultural

occupations of most of its adult workers. By 1871

(Table 3.8), this contrast between 'agricultural' and

'industrial' unions, while still evident, had diminished

as more unions exhibited above average expenditure,

though the gap between the union with the highest and lowest

outlay had widened slightly.45
The figures given in Table 3.8 suggest that while

poverty became more evenly distributed in the county, its

overall incidence scarcely changed. However before we

can conclude this we need to allow for price movements

43 Poor Law unions: these were usually the same geographical
units as RDs.

44 Relief defined as: out-door and in-door relief, salaries
of officers, other expenses associated directly with
relief, medical relief, maintenance of lunatics,
workhouse loans and interest.

45 1841, Hollingbourne Union, 15s.7d - Gravesend Union
3s.2d; ratio of Hollingbourne:Gravesend= 4.9:1;
1871, Hollingbourne Union, 12s.7d - Dartford Union

2s.5d; ratio of Hollingbourne:Dartford= 5.2:1.
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Table 3.8. Expenditure on relief per head of population,

by Union, in shillings and pence.

Union

1841

1

845 1851

1855

186

1

1865

1871

Bromley 6.10 6.5 ret8rn 6.0 5.10 5.0 4.7
Dartford 4.10 6.5 5.0 6.2 6.5 3.4 2.5
Gravesend 3.5 4.7 5.0 6.0 6.5 5.10 6.7
N. Aylesford 8.2 7.4 6.7 82 7:0 6.0 8.7
Hoo 9.10 8.10 9.5 11,10 9,0 g.2 10.10
Medway 5«2 4.2 2.10 4.2 6.0 4.2 5.5
Malling 10.5 9.10 8.7 9.0 8.10 8.10 10.5
Sevenoaks 7.5 8.7 8.5 10,2 8.7 8.0 7w
Tunbridge i 8.5 4.5 8.0 8.0 62 155
Maidstone 8.0 6.7 6.7 8.10 9.2 75 8.10
Hollingbourne 15.7 13.0 10.7 12.7 12.5 11.10 12.7
Cranbrook 1240 11.5 9.7 12:2 10.7 9.0 s T
Tenterden 11.5 9.10 9.10 12.7 11.5 10.5 10.10
W. Ashford 10.2 9.0 9.7 9.2 710 7.2 10.7
E. Ashford 11.7 9.8 8£.10 9.7 B.10 8.0 9.2
Bridge 8.5 8.0 7.5 9.10 8.5 8.10 10.10
Canterbury 40 1«2 7210 6.10 6.0 642 7.2
Blean 6.0 6.10 6.2 7.2 6.7 5.10 7.0
Faversham 9 . 9.0 8.5 8.5 T.7 6.7 8.7
Milton 8.10 Tud B0 =10 5.7 552 7410
Sheppey 6.2 5.5 4.7 4,10 3.7 3.5 8.0
Thanet 540 5.2 5.0 .10 6.5 .10 5.16
Eastry 6.10 8.5 7.10 8.2 8.0 a5 9.2
Dover 6.5 6.5 6.2 6.7 6.5 6.10 9.5
Elham - 6.7 5.7 6.0 4.7 4.2 5l
Romney Marsh 11.7 1L.0 8,7 10.0 10.0 10.7 11.10
Lewisham/

Greenwich 5.0 41l 8:0 5.0 4.3 5+5 84 Ll
all Kentish

unions 7.7 6.10 6.0 12 Bad 6.0 7.5
source: PLCs Annual Reports, Poor Law Board and Local

Government Board Annual Reports,

1841-71;
listing see Bibliography, p.uUW%%-%4.

for a comprehensive

and acknowledge that some years were particularly bad ones.
With regard to prices Burnett wrote that while in the years
1790 to 1914 ".

general level of prices, but within this span cf time there
46

..there was almecst no alteration in the

were secondary, secular movements", so that prices
varied greatly over the intervening vears. From 1820 to
1850, with the exception of 1825, 1840 and 1847,

After 1850 until 1873 prices

prices

exhibited a downward trend.

46 Burnett, J. A History of the Cost of Living.

1969, p.196.

Penguin,
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increased by 48%, particularly in the years 1854-55 and

1871-73. To overcome the problem of exceptional single
years and to take account of price changes we can compare
relief and price averages for say, a seven year period
and 1865-71

at either end of our study, namely 1841-47,

(Table 3.9), thus producing a table of the trends in real

relief.

Table 3.9. Average real expenditure on relief per head

of population by union,

in shillings. and

1841-47 and 1865-71,

in order of

1841-47 expenditure

pence,
expenditure.
Uhidh relief s.d.
Hollingbourne 13.8
Cranbrook 11.10
Romney Marsh 11.5
East Ashford 10.6
Tenterden 10.6
Malling 10.0
West Ashford 9.8
Hoo 9.5

Lewisham/
Greenwich
Faversham
Sevenoaks
Bridge
Tunbridge
Milton
North Aylesford
Eastry
Maidstone
Elham
Bromley
Canterbury
Blean
Dover
Dartford
Sheppey
Thanet
Medway
Gravesend

all Kentish
unions
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Table 3.9. cont..

union

Hollingbourne
Romney Marsh
Tenterden
Malling
Cranbrook
Bridge
Hoo
West Ashford
East Ashford
Maidstone
Lewisham/
Greenwich
Eastry
North Aylesford
Faversham
Dover
Sevenoaks
Tunbridge
Canterbury
Gravesend
Milton
Blean
Thanet
Sheppey
Medway
Elham
Bromley
Dartford

all Kentish
unions

agricultural price index for 1841-47
" 1865=71

n

1865-71 expenditure

relief s.d.

12 .0
11.:5
10.8

00 00 00 O O W W
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real relief s.d.
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0

u
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118

formula used to calculate real relief=s.d. r

price index.

source: PLCs, Poor Law Board and Local Government Board

Annual Reports,

1841-71;

pp.471-72.
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