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Multiple spatial representations of touch: an
fMRI adaptation paradigm

Luigi Tamé?, Christoph Braun'2, Alessandro Farne?, Angelika Lingnau?, Jens Schwarzbach'?, Yiwen Li Hegner4® & Francesco Pavani2
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Introduction Design

Non-homologous

We used fMRI adaptation (Grill-
Spector et al., 2006) for studying S| and
Sl cortices to address the issue of spatial
reference frames for touch (finger
homology vs. body side). When two tactile
events repeat on exactly the same region
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of skin, all neurons that have a strictly
somatotopic response would reduce their }
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activity. These neurons should instead Adaptors (coloured), test
show no reduction of activity if the stimulus (black)
stimulation repeats over two distinct
regions of skin. The crucial question, in
relation to the issue of reference frames
for touch, is whether some population of
neurons in the brain can adapt to
stimulation that repeats over distinct
region of skin, when some other aspect of
spatial coding is in fact identical. This can
occur for instance when the repeated
stimulation is delivered to homologous
body parts (e.g., the fingertips of the right
and left index), because the finger is
identical although the stimulated region of
skin differs.

X=50,y=-26,z=44

Left primary somatosensory cortex

Present study

We examined fMRI adaptation to
tactile stimulation delivered in sequence
within or between hands, to homologous
or non-homologous fingers. Participants
received a test stimulus at the index or
middle finger of either the left or right
hand, followed by an adaptation stimulus
delivered always to the left index finger.
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Results and Conclusions

Right primary somatosensory cortex

-TR 2200ms, TE 33ms, FA 75
- voxel resolution 3x3x3 mm
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The results showed stronger adaptation (i.e., a lower BOLD effect) at the level of SI when stimulation repeated over same (i.e., homologous) in
comparison to different (i.e., non-homologous) fingers, regardless of whether stimulation occurred within or between hands. These results imply that SI
contributed to a spatial representation of the tactile stimuli that was segregated more with respect to the body region rather than the body side. This
pattern of results is less clear in Sl in which the spatial representation of tactile stimuli seems to be segregated also with respect to body sides (Ruben et
al., 2001). These results suggest human Sl may code touch at the fingers bilaterally, in agreement with neurophysiological data on monkeys (lwamura et

al., 2001).
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