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ABSTRACT

In this paper, a class of nonlinear interconnected systems with matched and unmatched uncertain-
ties is considered. The isolated subsystem dynamics are described by linear systems with nonlin-
ear components. The matched uncertainties and unmatched unknown interconnection terms are
assumed to be bounded by known nonlinear functions. Based on sliding mode techniques, a state
feedback decentralised control scheme is proposed such that the outputs of the controlled inter-
connected system track given desired signals uniformly ultimately. The desired reference signals
are allowed to be time-varying. Using appropriate transformations, the considered system is trans-
formed into a new interconnected system with an appropriate structure to facilitate the sliding
surface design and the decentralised control design. A set of conditions is proposed to guarantee
that the designed controller drives the tracking errors onto the sliding surface. The sliding motion
exhibited by the error dynamics is uniformly ultimately bounded. The developed results are applied
to a river quality control problem. Simulation results show that the proposed decentralised control

ARTICLE HISTORY
Received 26 May 2022
Accepted 12 August 2022

KEYWORDS
Decentralised control;
large-scale system; sliding
mode control; tracking
control

strategy is effective and feasible.

1. Introduction

With the development of modern society, the need
to control complicated systems is greatly increas-
ing. This has motivated more researchers to focus
on advanced control technology in order to deal
with complex systems. Large-scale interconnected sys-
tems with non-linearities and uncertainties are typi-
cally complex systems. Such a class of systems widely
exists in our real life, for example, a coupled inverted
pendulum, river quality control, high-speed trans-
portation and flight control (see, e.g. Lunze, 2020;
Wu et al,, 1998; Yan et al, 2017). Thus, these sys-
tems have received great attention and many results
have been obtained (see, e.g. Onyeka et al., 2020; Su
et al.,, 2018).

Large-scale systems are often mathematically mod-
elled by interconnections of a set of lower-dimensional
subsystems. One of the characteristics of such sys-
tems is that the dynamic of each subsystem is usu-
ally affected by the others due to the presence of
the interconnections (Yan et al., 2017). It should be

noted that large-scale systems are usually distributed
in space widely. Thus the designed systems should have
a high tolerance of data loss during data transfer due
to possible broken/unknown interconnections as well
as poor communications to guarantee that the con-
trolled large-scale systems exhibit the required degree
of robustness. The control problem for large-scale
interconnected systems is challenging. Compared with
the centralised control and distributed control, decen-
tralised control needs local information only, and thus
information or data transfer between subsystems is not
required. Specifically, when the network linking differ-
ent subsystems is broken, or the data transfer between
subsystems is poor or unstable, a centralised control
or distributed control scheme cannot be implemented
because both centralised control and distributed con-
trol need the other subsystems’ information. In such
cases, decentralised control provides advantages over
centralised control and is a popular choice in the
control of large-scale interconnected systems (Yan
etal., 2017).
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Recently, the study of large-scale systems with
interconnected terms has made great progress, and
many interesting results have been obtained. In Kim
et al. (2017), a large-scale fuzzy system with unknown
interconnections is considered where matched uncer-
tainties or disturbances are not included. There are
also some results for interconnected systems (see,
e.g. Huerta et al,, 2019; Liu et al., 2019; Rinaldi
et al, 2019; Song et al., 2020; Zhao et al., 2017),
which require that interconnections are matched while
unmatched interconnections and/or uncertainties are
not involved. Moreover, some large-scale systems are
considered to a simple or ideal dynamic model (see
e.g. Han & Yan, 2020; Tan, 2020; Wan & Yin, 2020;
Wu et al,, 2018). These works just focus on a kind of
special system structure that lacks generality. Decen-
tralised sliding mode control has been developed in
Yan et al. (2004) where the considered system is fully
nonlinear with a more general structure, but only
a stabilisation problem is considered where tracking
control is not addressed.

Trajectory tracking and output tracking are impor-
tant topics in both control theory and control engi-
neering. Some tracking control results have been
obtained by Cai and Hu (2017), Liu et al. (2019), and
Zhao et al. (2017). However, most considered sys-
tems have special structures (see Han & Yan, 2020; Li
& Liu, 2018; Tan, 2020; Wu et al., 2018). Decentralised
tracking control for large-scale systems is considered
in Pagilla et al. (2007), where model reference control
is investigated. Tracking control for interconnected
systems is considered based on adaptive fuzzy tech-
niques in Ren et al. (2020). It should be noted that in
both (Pagilla et al., 2007; Ren et al., 2020), it is required
that the isolated subsystems are linear.

Sliding mode control is very popular in dealing with
complex systems with uncertainties due to its unique
characteristics (Song et al., 2022; Yan et al., 2014, 2020;
Yao et al, 2020). On the one hand, the sliding
mode dynamics are often composed of a reduced-
order system when compared with the original sys-
tem (Edwards & Spurgeon, 1998; Yan et al., 2017),
which may simplify the corresponding system analysis
and design. On the other hand, sliding mode control
is totally robust to matched uncertainty and distur-
bances. This has resulted in the sliding mode con-
trol method being widely applied to deal with track-
ing problems, and many results have been achieved.

Trajectory tracking control schemes based on slid-
ing mode techniques are proposed for specific vehi-
cles in Wei et al. (2020) and Zhao et al. (2021). An
output tracking sliding mode control is designed in
Ruiz-Duarte and Loukianov (2020), where the con-
sidered system is linear. Although tracking control for
nonlinear systems with uncertainties is considered in
Farzad and Mohammad Hossein (2018), where event-
triggered tracking is considered, only matched distur-
bances are considered. In Zhu et al. (2020), a tracking
problem for a class of large-scale systems with inter-
connections is considered using sliding mode con-
trol. However, it is required that the reference signals
are constant. It should be emphasised that the results
concerning output tracking for large-scale nonlinear
interconnected systems with unknown interconnec-
tions are very few, specifically when the ideal reference
signals are time-varying.

In this paper, a class of nonlinear interconnected
systems is considered where both unknown matched
uncertainty and unmatched nonlinear interconnec-
tions are considered. Suitable coordinate transforma-
tions are introduced to transform the nominal sub-
systems of the interconnected system to systems with
special structure. This separates each subsystem of the
transformed system into two parts to facilitate the sys-
tem analysis and control design for output tracking.
Then the tracking error dynamic systems are devel-
oped, and the sliding surface based on the tracking
error system is designed. A set of conditions is pro-
posed to guarantee the uniform ultimate boundedness
of the corresponding sliding motion. A decentralised
sliding mode control scheme is proposed to drive the
nonlinear interconnected systems to the designed slid-
ing surface. The main contributions of this paper can
be summarised as follows

e The proposed control scheme is decentralised.

e The nominal subsystem of the interconnected sys-
tems is nonlinear, and the interconnections are
unknown and unmatched.

e The developed results can guarantee that the
system states are uniformly ultimately bounded
while all the uncertainties and interconnections are
bounded.

e The developed results have high robustness against
uncertainties and unknown interconnections. Both
the bounds on uncertainties and the unknown



interconnections have more general nonlinear
forms.

Finally, the obtained results are applied to a river
quality control problem to show the practicability and
feasibility of the proposed approach.

2. Preliminaries

In this paper, for a square matrix A, Apmin(A) denotes
the minimum eigenvalue of matrix A. The expression
A > 0 means that A is symmetric positive definite, and
I, denotes the unit matrix with dimension of #n. The
set of n x m matrices with elements defined in R will
be denoted by R"*™ and diag{A;, A, ..., AN} repre-
sents a block-diagonal matrix with diagonal elements
A1, Ay, ..., AN. col(+) is a column matrix. Finally, || - ||
denotes the Euclidean norm or its induced norm.
Consider initially a linear system

x = Ax+ Bu
y=0Cx (1)

wherex € R",u € R™ and y € RP are the states, inputs
and outputs, respectively. The triple (A, B, C) are con-
stant matrices of appropriate dimensions with B being
of full column rank and C being of full row rank.

Consider system (1) in the case of m = p, which
means the system (1) is a square system. Since B has
full column rank, there exists a coordinate transfor-
mation ¥ = Tx such that in the new coordinate X, the
triple (A, B, C) can be described by

v Al Anp = 0 =
A= , B= , C=|C C
|:A21 A22:| |:sz| (@ &)

(2)
where A; € Rit—mx(n—m) B, o gmxm jq nonsingu-
lar. C; € Rm*(n=m)

Assume that rank(CB) = m and the invariant zeros
of (A, B, C) lie in the left half plane. From Section 5.3
in Edwards and Spurgeon (1998), it follows that the
matrix C; € R™*™ in (2) is nonsingular because m =
rank(CB) = rank(CB) = rank(C,B;) and B, is non-
singular. Then, a coordinate transformation % = T%

with T defined by

A I 0

=le o ©
is further introduced. Again from section 5.3 in
Edwards and Spurgeon (1998), the triple (A, B, C) in
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the new coordinates x has the following structure

~ Ay Ap ~ |:0:| A
A = ~ ~ 5 B == | & 5 C = O I 4
|:A21 A22:| B, [ ] )

where AH € Rm=m)x(n=m) ¢ Hyrwitz stable, B, =
C,B, is nonsingular.

Remark 2.1: It should be pointed out that the first
transformation matrix T is used to change the origi-
nal system (A, B, C) into the regular form as in (2), and
the second transformation matrix 7 is to make that the
sub-matrix A;; of the triple in (4) is Hurwitz stable and
the matrix C in (4) has the form of [0 I].

3. System description and basic assumptions

Consider a nonlinear large-scale system formed by N
interconnected subsystems as follows

xi = Aixi + fi(xi) + Bi(ui + Agi(xi)) + hi(x)

yi=Cx; i=12,...,N (5)

where x = col(x1,x2,...,xNn), xi € R", u; € R™ and
yi € R™ represent the states, inputs and outputs of
the ith subsystem respectively and m; < n;. The triple
(Aj, B, C;) represents constant matrices of appropri-
ate dimensions where B; is full column rank and C; is
full row rank. The function f;(x;) represents a known
nonlinear term in the ith subsystem which is used to
model the nonlinear part of the ith isolated subsystem,
and the matched uncertainty of the ith isolated subsys-
tem is denoted by Ag;(x;) which is acting in the input
channel. The term h;(x) represents the system inter-
connection, including all unmatched uncertainties. All
the nonlinear functions in (5) are assumed to be con-
tinuous in their arguments to guarantee the existence
of solutions of the controlled system (5).

The objective of this paper is, for a given desired
signal y;4(t), to design a decentralised sliding mode
control such that the system output y;(¢) of the con-
trolled system (5) can track the desired signal y;;(%),
i.e. the tracking errors y;(t) — y;4(t) are uniformly ulti-
mately bounded for i = 1,2,..., N while all the state
variables of system (5) are bounded.

Remark 3.1: It should be noted that in this paper, it
is required that system (5) is square for simplification
of statement, that is, the dimension of each subsystem
output is equal to the dimension of the corresponding
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subsystem input. However, the developed results can
be easily extended to the case when the dimension of
subsystem output is greater than the dimension of the
subsystem input by slight modification.

In order to deal with the tracking problem stated
above, some assumptions are imposed on the consid-
ered interconnected system (5).

Assumption 3.1: All the invariant zeros of the triple
(Aj, B;, C)) lie in the left half plane, and rank(C;B;) =
m; fori=1,2,...,N.

It follows from the preliminaries in Section 2. Under
Assumption 3.1, there exists a nonsingular coordi-
nate transformation z; = Tix; such that the triple
(Ai, B;, Ci) with respect to the new coordinates z; has
the following structure

A A |: 0 ]
i i , I~ !, o1 (6)
|:Ai21 Ai22i| Bir [ 12]

where Ain e Rmi—mi)x(ni—mi) i Hurwitz stable, the
square matrices Bj; € R™*™ and Ij; € R™*™ are
nonsingular fori =1,2,...,N.

Assumption 3.2: Suppose that f;(x;) has the decompo-
sition fi(x;) = I'i(x;)x;, where I'; € R">" is a continu-
ous function matrix fori = 1,2,...,N.

Remark 3.2: If f;(0) = 0 and f; is sufficiently smooth,
then the decomposition fi(x;) = I'i(x;)x; is guaran-
teed. Therefore, the limitation to fi(x;) in Assump-
tion 3.2 is not strict.

Assumption 3.3: There exist known continuous func-
tions pi(x;) and ni(x) with n;(0) = 0, and n;(-) is dif-
ferentiable at the origin, such that | Agi(xi) ||< pi(xi)
and || hi(x) | < ni(llx]]) fori=1,2,...,N.

Remark 3.3: If the interconnection h;(x) in (5) satis-
fies the condition in Assumption 3.3, then from Yan
et al. (1999) and Yan et al. (1998), it follows that there
exist a continuous function y;(-) such that

ni(llxl) = yidllx[D [l ™)

Remark 3.4: Assumption 3.3 requires that the bounds
on all uncertainties in system (5) are known but they
are allowed to be nonlinear. Moreover, the unknown

interconnections are allowed to have a more general
nonlinear form.

Assumption 3.4: The desired output signal y;(t) is
differentiable and satisfies

) Nl yia® 1< Livs
(i) |l yia(®) 1< Lip

fort € [0,00), where Ljj and Lj, are known constants
fori=1,2,...,N.

Remark 3.5: Assumption 3.4 is a limitation on the
desired output signals y;z(t). It is required that the
desired output signal y;;(t) and its derivative y;;(t) are
bounded. This assumption is quite standard and can
be satisfied in most practical cases.

4. System structure analysis

Consider the nonlinear interconnected system in (5).
Under Assumption 3.1 and from (6), there exists a
nonsingular coordinate transformation z; = Tjx; such

that in the new coordinate z = col(z1, 22, . . . , 2N), SYs-
tem (5) has the following form

. Am A Fil(Zi):|

Zi=| A A zZi +

l [Ale Ai22:| l [Fiz(zi)
0 ~1 Hj (Z)}
+ |4 ui + Agi(T; " zi)) +
|:Bi2] (u; gz( ; i) |:Hi2(Z)
yi=[0 Ip]z, i=1,2...,N (8)

where A,-H is stable, the square sub-matrices B,-z €
R™*™Mi are nonsingular. I;; € R™>*™ is an identity
matrix, col(Fj1, Fpp) = Tﬂ(i(xi”x,-:lez,- and Fj(z;) €
R™=Mi, Fp(zi)) € R™.  col(Hj1(2), Hp(2)) = T;
hi(x)|,—7-1, and Hj;(z) € R~ ™, Hj;(z) € R™. The
coordinate transformation T := col(T1, T2, ..., TN).

Since A1 is stable fori = 1,2, ..., N, for any Q; >
0, the following Lyapunov equation has a unique solu-
tion P; > 0

A;Iilpi—f—PiAil] =—-Q;, i=12,...,N. (9

Now, in order to fully exploit the structural character-
istics, partition z; = col(zj;, zip) with z;; € R"~™ and
zip € R™i. It follows that (8) can be described by

zin = Amzi + Aiayi + Fi(zin, )



+ Hi(z11, )15 - - -» 2N1, YN) (10)
i = Amizit + Apayi + Fo(zin, yi)

+ B (ui + Agi(T; ')

+ Hip(z11, )15 - - -, 2N1, YN)- (11)
From system (8) and Assumption 3.2,

col(Fi1, Fin) = TiTi(x)| T Y col(zy, yi). (12)

x,-:Tflzi
In order to reduce conservatism in the later anal-
ysis, the functions Fj(zj1,y;) in system (10) are
described by

Fii(zit, yi) = Ui (zin, yi)zin + Tina(zin, yi)yi - (13)
where I"j11(+) and I'j12(+) are defined by
i) Ti2()

*

N ] = TiFi(xi)|xi:T;1ziT;1

and the s are function matrices that are not necessary
to specify. Therefore, (10) can be described by

zi = Amiza + Anayi + Tin(zin, i)z

-»ZN1>JN)
(14)

+ Cia(zin, yi)yi + Hin (2115 15 - -
where I"j11(+) and ['j12(+) satisfy (13).

5. Sliding mode tracking control design

The main results are to be presented in this section.
Firstly, a sliding surface in terms of output tracking
errors will be designed based on the system structure
analysis in the previous section. Then sliding mode
controllers will be designed to implement the output
tracking.

5.1. Sliding mode dynamics analysis

Consider the situation when the desired output sig-
nal y;z(t) satisfies Assumption 3.4. For system (5), the
output tracking errors e; are defined by

ei(t) = yi(t) — yig(H), i=12,...,N. (15)
Then, it follows that

ei(t) = yi(t) — yia(H), i=12,...,N. (16)

Combining with (11), (14), and (16), a new system
comprising z;; and e; can be developed by

zi = Amiza + Anayi + Tin(zin, i)z

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SYSTEMS SCIENCE 5

-»ZN1>JN)
(17)

+ iz (zin, yi)yi + Hi (z11, 915 - -

& = Apizi + Ana(ei + via) + Fo(zin, yi)
+ Bia(ui + Agi(T; ' col(zi1, y1)))

+ Hip(z11, Y15 - - -»2N1 YN) — Vid(t) (18)

fori=1,2,...,N.

From Assumption 3.3 and (7), it is easy to find func-
tions y;1(-) and y;2(-) depending on n;(-) and T such
that the following inequalities

| Hi1(z11,y15 - - -» 21 YN) I

52ZNL YD

N N
<Dz +D Iyl (19)
j=1 j=1

Il Hiz(z115 y15 - -

< ya(IT  col(z11, y1, - -

S 2ZNLYN) I

SaNL YN

N N
AP EREDNEA (20)
j=1 j=1

<y (T  col(z11, y1, - -

hold for i = 1,2,..., N. For the system (17)-(18), the
following sliding surface can be defined as

=0. (21)

Then, the sliding mode dynamics have the following
form according to the structure of (17)-(18)

zit = Ainzin + Aizyia + Ui (zi1s yid)zin

-»ZN1> YNd)
(22)

+ I'in2(zit, yid)yia + Hin(z11, V14> - -

fori=1,2,...,N.

Remark 5.1: When the sliding motion occurs, the
Equation (21) holds. From (15) and (19), it follows that
on the sliding surface (21),

| Hii(z11> Y1d> - - - > 2N1, YNd) |l

< va (1T eol(z11, Y1ds - - - » 281> yNall)
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N N
PR EREDNE (23)
j=1 j=1

holdfori=1,2,...,N.

Obviously, the sliding mode dynamic (22) is a
reduced-order interconnected system composed of N
subsystems whose dimension is n; — m;.

Next, a stability result will be presented for the
interconnected system (22).

Theorem 5.1: Consider the sliding mode dynamic
given in (22) and under Assumptions 3.1-3.4, the sliding
mode is uniformly ultimately bounded if there exists a
domain Q of the origin such that M + M > 0in Q\{0}
where M := (mjj)Nxn and fori,j = 1,2,...,N.

e 1 Amin(Q)= TR =2 [ Pill v (), i=j
S E A A R7Y0) vy
(24)

with P; and Q; satisfying (9), and
Ri(-) == Tin1(zit, yia) ' Pi + PiTin1 (zi1, Yia)

where T'i11(zi1, yi) is given by (8) and y;1(-) is deter-
mined by (23).

Proof: From the analysis above, it only needs to prove
that system (22) is uniformly ultimately bounded. For
system (22), consider the following Lyapunov function
candidate

N
V(zi1,2215- - -»2N1) = Z(Zil)TPizil (25)
i—1

where P; satisfies (9).
Then, the time derivative of V(z11,221,. -
along the trajectories of system (22) is given by

»ZN1)

V(z11,221 - - - »2N1)

N
> [Gin) "Piza + 2 Piza]
i=1

[(Ain1zi1 + Ainayia

Il
.MZ

i=1

+ Ui (zin, yid)zin + Uiz (zits yid)yid

+ Hi(z11, %1d> - - - » ZNla}’Nd))TPizil

+ ZiTlpi(AiuZﬂ + Anayia + Tin (i, vid)zin

+ i (zits Yid)yia + Hin (2115 Y1ds - - - > 2N1 YNd)) ]

N
THT TAT
= Z[ZﬂAian‘Zil + yigAiaPizit
i=1

+ 20 Tir1 (zin, yia) " Pizin + yg;irilz(zil:)/id)-rpizil
+ Hit (211 14> - - - 2n1, y8a) ' Pizin

+ 21 PiAizin + 23 Pidinayia

+ ZiTlpiFill (zi1> Yid)zi1 + Z;EPiFilZ(ZiI:)’id))/id

+ Z,-TlpiHﬂ (z11,Y1d> - - - »2N1> YNd) ]

N
= Z{—zl Qizit + 2} [Tin1 zin> yia) ' Pi
i=1
+ Pilin1(zit> yid)lzin + ZZfTIPiAilzyid
+ ZZiTlpiFﬂz(Zil,yid)yid

+ 22] PiHi1 (211, V1> - - - »2N1> YN} (26)

where (9) is used to establish the above. By (23) and (i)
in Assumption 3.4, it follows that

V(z11,2215 - - . > 2N1)

N
<) {=2min(Q) |l za I* + | Ttz yia) TP
i=1

+ PiTi1 (zi, yia) Il zia I
+2 [ zio Il Pi 1l Aizyia
+2 |l zio Il Pi Il Tirz(zins yia)yia |

+2 |l zi I Pi Il Hir(z115 Y15 - - - > 281 yNa) (I}

N
== {Amin(Q)— | Ri() ||
i=1
=20 P yaO} Iz II?

N N
+23 3 Pl za I ya Oz I +Li)

i=1 j=1

J#i

N
+2) (ll Anzyia Il + || Tz (irs yia)yia 1)
i=1

P Pi (1 il

N
1
=< _E)Mmin(MT +M) E ” Zi1 ”2
i=1



N

+2) (Il Aizyia | + || Tina i, yia)yia |
i=1

+ (L)« || Py [l zir |
1 N

= =5 2 lhmin (M7 +M) | 2 |
i=1

—4(| Anayia | + Il Tirz(zin, yia)yid |
+ v (L) | Pi I} |l zin |l (27)

where the matrix M is defined in (24). Under Assump-
tion 3.4, || yig(t) ||< Li. Itis clear to check V < 0, if

4(| AnaLi || + || Tina(zins yi)Lar |l
+yin(Li) || Pi |l

| zin 1>
Z )Mmin(MT + M)

(28)

fori =1,2,...,N.Hence, the conclusion follows. W

Remark 5.2: From (28), it is clear to see that the final
bound of the sliding mode dynamics is affected by the
upper bound of the desired output signal y;;(), the
system sub-matrix A;15, the nonlinearity of the system
I'i12 and the bound of the interconnections y;;.

5.2. Decentralised sliding mode control design

The objective is now to design a feedback sliding mode
control such that the system state is driven to the
sliding surface.

For the interconnected system (17)-(18), the reach-
ability condition (Yan et al., 2004, 2017) is described by

N

Trevs.
Z M <0. (29)
2 e |

Then, the following control law is proposed

ui = —Bp'sgn(e){ll Amzin Il + || Aoy |
+ || Fia(zi1, yi) ||
+ || B Il piCzinyi) + ki(zin, yi) + L} (30)
fori=1,2,...,N,wheree; and L, are defined by (15)

and Assumption 3.4, respectively. k;(z;;, y;) is the con-
trol gain to be designed later.

Theorem 5.2: Consider the nonlinear interconnected
system (17)-(18) and Assumptions 3.2-3.4, the con-
troller (30) drives the system (17)-(18) to the composite
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sliding surface (21) and maintains a sliding motion on it
if the controller gains ki(zj1, y;) satisfy

N N N
D kiCziny) > Y vaO) Y Uz I+ 1yl
i=1 i=1 j=1

(31)
where yjy are defined in (20).

Proof: 1t is necessary to prove that the reacha-
bility condition (29) is satisfied. From (18) and
Assumption 3.2,

& = Aimzin + Aimyi + Fio(zi1, yi)
+ Bip (ui + Agi(T; ' col(zir, yi)))

+ Hip(zi1, 915 - - > 2N1LYN) — Yid - (32)

for i=1,2,...,N. Substituting (30) into (32), it
follows

T. T

e; e e; A o
—t— = ——[Apizi + Ai2yi + Fia(zi1, yi)
leill Ilell

+ B Agi(T; ' col(zin, yi)) + Hin(-)

— Jial— | Az | — || Anayi |
— || Ea(ziy) || — |l B || pizit, yi)
— ki(zi1, yi) — Lia. (33)

It is clear to see

| Ap1zi1 + Aiayi + Fi(zin, yi) ||

<|l Apizit || + || Aizyi || + || Fio(zins ) |l -
(34)

From Assumptions 3.3 to 3.4,

| B Agi(T; col(zin, yi)) 1<l Bia Il pi(zin,yi) (35)

| H(z11 Y15 - - > 2N1YN) ||
N
<y Y Uzl + 1y ) (36)
=1
| yia 1< Lip. (37)

Substituting the above four inequalities (34)-(37)
into (33), it follows

N N N

T(hei(t
i i=1 =1

i=1
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N
<> Uz I+ 1y .

j=1

If ki(zi1,yi) is chosen to satisfy (31), the reachability
condition (29) will be satisfied.
Hence, the result follows. [ |

Remark 5.3: Theorem 5.1 shows that the sliding
mode dynamic (22), which is an interconnected sys-
tem, is uniformly ultimately bounded. Theorem 5.2
shows that the reachability condition is satisfied.
According to the sliding mode theory, Theorems 5.1
and 5.2 show that the closed-loop system is uniformly
ultimately bounded.

Remark 5.3 shows that the closed-loop systems
formed by applying the control (30) to the sys-
tems (17)-(18) are uniformly ultimately bounded,
which implies that the variables ||z ()| and |le;(t)]|
are bounded for i = 1,2,..., N. Further, from ¢;(t) =
yi(t) — yia(t) and Assumption 3.4, which guarantees
that y;z(t) is bounded, it is straightforward to see that
yi(t) are bounded due to

yi(t) = ei(t) + yia(t)

for i=1,2,...,N. Therefore, all the state variables
of the system (10)-(11) are bounded. Further, from
xi=T; 12;, the state variables x; of system (5) are
bounded. This shows that the designed decentralised
control (30) can not only makes the system outputs to
track the desired reference signals but also keep all the

system state variables bounded.

6. Application to river quality control

In this section, the decentralised control scheme devel-
oped in this paper will be applied to a river pollution
problem (Lunze, 2020) as shown in Figure 1. The water
quality of a river is mainly dependent upon the con-
centrations of oxygen and pollutants. In a simplified
manner, this problem can be stated as the task of con-
trolling the pollutants discharged at different places
along the river in such a way that the river pollution
remains within a given tolerance.

Assume that the river has two regions and each
region has a sewage station. Then, the river pollution
system can be described by a nonlinear interconnected
systems as follows (see Yan et al., 2017 for no delay

Region 1

Sewage
Works 1 Sewage
‘ Works 2
uq ‘
Y
' 2 V2

Figure 1. River with sewage.

case)
. [-132 o0
M= 032 —12]™
~—
Ay
+ m (u1 + Agi1() + h(x) (38)
—
By
yi=[1 0]x (39)
——
Cy
o = [:325 _?.2] 6+ m (12 + Ag() + ()
—_— —
A2 BZ
(40)
=1 0]x (41)
——
G

where x1 = col(x11, x12), X2 = col(x21,%22) and x =
col(x1,x2). The variables x;; and x;, for i = 1, 2 repre-
sent the concentration of biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) and the concentration of dissolved oxygen,
respectively, the controllers u; are the BOD of the
effluent discharge into the river, Ag; represent any
matched uncertainties and h; represent interconnec-
tions respectively for i =1, 2. It is assumed that
the concentrations of BOD for the two regions are
measurable.

In this example, according to (5), the nonlinear term
fi(x1) = 0, so Assumption 3.2 is not required. More-
over, it can be verified that rank(C;B;) = 1 = m; for
i = 1,2.So the Assumption 1 is satisfied. Some suitable
coordinate transformation matrices T; are introduced



as below (z; = Tix;)

0 1
.

Then, the system (38)-(41) in z coordinates can be

given by
L _[-12 —032]
T lo -3zt

—_— ——

Ay

- ‘1)] (@ +AGIE) +HIG) (@)

—~—

n=1[0 1]z (43)

V2 = [0 1] V%) (45)

For simulation purpose, the matched uncertainties
AG;(-) and AG;(-) are chosen to satisfy

IAGI()| < | — 132212,  [AGy()] < | cos’(222)]|
(46)

and the interconnected terms are set as
| Hy [I< lz22, || H2 [|<10.9z12]. (47)

Combining (46)-(47), it is clear that Assumption 3.3 is

satisfied. And the sliding surfaces S; are
Zin = —12z1 — 0.32zp. i=1,2

The initial states are chosen as z1(0) = col(0,1) and
22(0) = col(0, 0), and the desired output signals y;; are
set as

yid =2¢"",  yq = sin(0.5¢) + 1.
It is clear that Assumption 3.4 is satisfied. Let

Ly =2, Lyp=05.
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From (30), the proposed sliding mode controllers are
as follows

uyp = —sgn(y1 — y14)(11.32z12| + [13.2z12| + 3)
(48)

uy = —sgn(y2 — y24)(11.32222] + | cos?(z22)| + 2.3).
(49)

According to (9), choose Q; = Q; = 1. Combin-
ing (38)-(40), Ajj1 = —1.2fori = 1, 2. Then

Py =P, =0.416.
By direct calculation, it follows from (24) that
M'+M

B [ —1.664y11 + 2

—0.832(y11 + )/21)]
—0.832(y11 + v21) ’

—1.664y21 + 2

According to (23), (42) and (44),

yi1 = 6-sin’*(z11),  y21 = 2 cos(z21) + 3.

By direct verification, it is straightforward to check that

MT + M > 0 in the domain  of the origin satisfying

Q = {(z11,221, - - - »aNDzn | = 5.2 & |z21] < 3.9}
According to (27) for this example

V(z11,221) <0 (50)

it |z11] > 0.3 and |z1] > 0.25. Therefore, system
(38)-(41) is uniformly ultimately bounded.

The tracking results are shown in Figure 2, which
offers a high tracking performance. The concentra-
tion of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) of each

y
2] — — Vg
[%2]
e}
a1
ks
3
50
O L
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Time (s)
N
€
[
@
>
%]
Q
=
(2]
ks
5
[oR
5
o L L L L L
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Time (s)

Figure 2. Time responses of system outputs and desired outputs.
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Figure 3. Time responses of system state variables.

subsystem y; can track the ideal reference y;; using
the controller from (48)-(49), even in the presence of
uncertainties. The time responses of the states of the
system (38)-(41) are shown in Figure 3. which indi-
cates that the system states are bounded. Simulation
results demonstrate that the method developed in this
paper is effective.

7. Conclusions

This paper has presented a sliding mode control strat-
egy to deal with the output tracking problem of a class
of large-scale systems with unmatched unknown non-
linear interconnections. The desired reference signals
are allowed to be time-varying. A decentralised slid-
ing mode control scheme has been proposed to satisfy
the reachability condition. This drives the intercon-
nected system onto the pre-designed sliding surface. A
set of conditions is developed to guarantee that the out-
put tracking errors are uniformly ultimately bounded
while all the state variables of the interconnected sys-
tem are bounded. The application of the developed
results to a river pollution control system has demon-
strated that the proposed approach is effective and
practicable.
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