University of

"1l Kent Academic Repository

Forbes, Lindsay, Peckham, Stephen and George, Abraham (2020) Improving
and protecting health in England needs more than the NHS. Lancet, 396
(10263). p. 1636. ISSN 0140-6736.

Downloaded from
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/87048/ The University of Kent's Academic Repository KAR

The version of record is available from
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)32376-X

This document version
Author's Accepted Manuscript

DOI for this version

Licence for this version
CC BY-NC-ND (Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives)

Additional information

Versions of research works

Versions of Record
If this version is the version of record, it is the same as the published version available on the publisher's web site.
Cite as the published version.

Author Accepted Manuscripts

If this document is identified as the Author Accepted Manuscript it is the version after peer review but before type
setting, copy editing or publisher branding. Cite as Surname, Initial. (Year) 'Title of article'. To be published in Title

of Journal , Volume and issue numbers [peer-reviewed accepted version]. Available at: DOI or URL (Accessed: date).

Enquiries

If you have questions about this document contact ResearchSupport@kent.ac.uk. Please include the URL of the record
in KAR. If you believe that your, or a third party's rights have been compromised through this document please see

our Take Down policy (available from https://www.kent.ac.uk/quides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies).



https://kar.kent.ac.uk/87048/
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)32376-X
mailto:ResearchSupport@kent.ac.uk
https://www.kent.ac.uk/guides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies
https://www.kent.ac.uk/guides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies

Improving and protecting health in England needs more than the NHS

We welcome the Editors’? call for a long-term strategy for a resilient health system for England.
However, the Editors do not seem to recognise that the system to protect and improve the health of
the population is led by local authorities and Public Health England, not the National Health Service
(NHS). Local authorities and Public Health England lead communicable disease control and have led
regional and local responses to the pandemic. The NHS has not, because it has not been responsible
for health protection and health improvement since the 2012 Health and Social Care Act.
Meanwhile, the local authority public health grant fell by £850 million (in real terms) from 2015 to
2019, and despite an increase in March, 2020, it is still not at 2015 levels. Another key issue that the
Editorial does not mention is social care, which is a key part of the health system. A long-term
strategy must aim to achieve a resilient health system that includes and coordinates social care and
public health agencies as well as the NHS. If we do not conceptualise the health system more
broadly, and ensure the different parts work together effectively, the strategy might just be a
sticking plaster, rather than a real attempt to build a system that prioritises prevention and disease
control in addition to offering efficient and compassionate services, and that is worthy of one of the
richest countries in the world.
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