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Abstract

Places were important physical and cultural spaces in the late medieval and early modem period.
This thesis examines the diversity, complexity and evolution of making meaning in relation to
specific places, land and dwellings, within a small island community in northeast Kent known as
the Islands of Sheppey, Harty and Elmley. The method used was thematic; with each chapter
presenting a case for the understanding of places as physically and culturally complex spaces.
Chapter 1 provides a context for localised study in relation to wider research which has focused
on the study of island settlements, landscape and cultural history. Chapter 2 introduces a
theoretical framework for visual and textual conceptualisations of landscape spaces whilst also
introducing how biographical writings, such as the last will and testament, imaginatively narrate
landscape spaces on the islands. Chapter 3 presents a chronological history of the evolving
physical landscape into specific social settlements on the islands. Chapter 4 examines how the
relationship between religious places, such as the Minster on Sheppey, shaped local religious
practices unique to the island, such as burial at the Minster church and naming of daughters after
local Anglo-Saxon women saints. The changes and continuities in beliefs and practices were
intrinsically linked to the physical and local landscape. Chapter 5 examines estate maps of the
islands; visually exploitive spatial perspectives commissioned by the Crown and wealthy
landholders whilst Chapter 6 investigates indigenous textual mappings of the islands, specifically
the last will and testament. Chapters 7 and 8 examine the relationship between inhentance
strategies and locally adapted descriptions of places, with particular reference to the role of the
family as integral to place description, remembrance and inheritance. It is suggested, by the
collective and cumulative nature of all eight chapters, that medieval and early modern island

studies are an important contribution to national religious and social history.
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Chapter One

Introduction

This thesis attcmpts to understand the meaning of place within a distinctive and
specific set of islands in north Kent known as the Isles of Sheppey, Harty, and Elmley,
during the late medieval and early modern period.! It is the intention of this thesis to
examine how places are perceived as conscious spaces, constructed and reconstructed
over time and amongst individuals and groups. The individuals and groups relating to
this study about the Islands of Sheppey include those who lived and worked within
particular places on the islands, specifically local landowners and their families. Also
amongst these groups were specific map makers, usually working for the Crown with a
distinctive set of objectives predefined in their own perception of how the Islands of
Sheppey should be visually defined. Fundamentally, this thesis contributes to wider
historical research into spatial identification, including mapping and identity studies and
the conceptualising of and writing about space within the late medieval to early modern
period and beyond.? Furthermore, as most of these studies use large-scale cartographical
sources, expansive areas of land and fine art as their case studies, this thesis explores
local constructions and perceptions of place within the context of a naturally bound
geography, specifically the Islands of Sheppey, as a case study. In addition, this thesis
reconstructs places of personal significance using the last will and testament as its most

important source of evidence; this is currently unique to mapping and narrative writing

' The Islands referred to collectively within this thesis as the Islands of Sheppey consisted of the three
distinctive Isles mentioned. These Isles are now one island known as the Isle of Sheppey, with Harty and
Elmley constituting separate parishes rather than islands.

? For more background on this see: E.Edson, Mapping Time and Space: How Medieval Mapmakers
Viewed Their World (London, 1997); D. Wood, The Power of Maps (London, 1993); P.D.A.Harvey, Maps
in Tudor England (London, 1993); B.Klein, Maps and the Writing of Space in Early Modern England and
Ireland (Basingstoke, 2001); A.Gordon and B.Klein, eds., Literature, Mapping and the Politics of Space in
Early Modern Britain (Cambridge, 2001); E.Carter, et.al,, eds., Space and Place: Theories of Identity and
Location (London, 1993); D.Massey and P.Jess, A Place in the World? Places, Cultures and Globalisation

(Oxford, 1995); T.Barnes and J.Duncan, eds., Writing Worlds: Discourse, Text, and Metaphor in the
Representation of Landscape (London, 1992).



studies. The personal records and narrative writings found within the last will and
testament provide one of the most valuable sources of evidence available to historians in
rcconstructing ‘perception and experience’.’ Each chapter within this thesis will provide
a thematic focal point and they will be cumulative in revealing how places have been
constructed, contested, mapped and interpreted on the Islands of Sheppey.

Places are ‘frequently contested’ and their meaning is variable between different
groups.' In addition, places usually conjure up feelings of ‘rival interpretations of the
past’ where meanings arc reconstructed, establishing the important link between
geography, self and group identification.” Individuals and groups have been described as
the dominant influence behind the continuity and change of meaning within places,
'producing images and creating identities which then form the basis both of the future
character of those pieces of space and of the behaviour of people towards them’.® In
addition, places provide the framework for the formation of personal experiences.
However, it is an individual, or a group, which establishes the meaning of the place, as
Muir has suggested: ‘places do not have inherent meaning and possess only the meanings
that humans give to them’.” Furthermore, Schama has also stressed the contestation of
landscape as a cultural rather than a natural occurrence, with the primary shaping and
signifying factors as politics, language, feelings, rhetoric, shape and perceptions.®

Historical research into spatial constructions has concentrated on the physical
mapping process or ‘paper landscapes’ of texts and maps as a focal point for discussion

on the construction and politics of space.’” Mapping studies have highlighted how

Renaissance interests in nationhood, gender and empire can be explored cartographically,

} E.Salter, Cultural Creativity in the Early English Renaissance: Popular Culture in Town and Country
(Basingstoke, 2006), p.15. Also on page 15, Salter crucially states, ‘In the absence of other personal
records, the last will and testament constitutes the single most abundant source of evidence for the
reconstruction of individual lives in popular culture.’

* D.Massey and P.Jess, eds., A Place in the World? (Oxford, 1995), p.2; Also see E.Carter, et.al., eds.,
Space and Place: Theories of Identity and Location (London, 1993); T.Bames and J.Duncan, eds., Writing
Worlds: Discourse, Text, and Metaphor in the Representation of Landscape (London, 1992).

* D.Massey and PJess, ed., 4 Place in the World? (Oxford, 1995), p.2.

® D.Massey and PJess, A Place in the World? (Oxford, 1995), pp.2-3.

7 R.Muir, Approaches to the Landscape (Basingstoke: Macmillian, 1999), p.274.

® S.Schama, Landscape and Memory (New York, 1995), pp.10-18.

? A conference organized by Queen Mary and Westfield College and the University of London in July 1997
was entitled Paper Landscapes: Maps, Texts and the Construction of Space 1500-1700. This conference
formed the basts for a book published by Andrew Gordon and Bernhard Klein entitled, Literature, Mapping
and the Politics of Space in Early Modern Britain (Cambridge, 2001).
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visually and textually, drawing links overall between writing and landscape construction,
metaphorically and metaphysically, in notion and product.'® Current research into the
spatial formation of places has concentrated on modern geographical issues such as the
effects of war, capitalism, globalisation, migration, and concepts of homeland in relation

11

to major world changes.” Post-industrial and post-modern studies focus on issues of

urban planning, city versus countryside, wilderness and the deconstruction of
geographical dynamics of power in representations of places from a post-structuralist
standpoint.'? Philosophical texts, such as Gaston Bachelard’s The Poetics of Space, have

discussed ‘spaces of intimacy' related to domesticity, and the phenomenological,

theoretical understanding of an individual’s consciousness of their experience of space.

Overall, the theoretical frameworks mentioned above are intrinsically linked to the
enquiries of this thesis, which attempts to further dialogue about the complexities of local

places, and therefore intimate landscape space and its subjectivity, from within group and

individual networks.

Island studies present a unique opportunity to test the understanding of the
complexity of cultural spaces, especially those with a distinctively bound geography and
seemingly exclusive practices. Contemporary studies into modern island communities
have provided insight into notions of island distinctiveness, such as that found on
Whalsay Island in the Shetland Islands and on Tory Island, Northern Ireland. Anthony
Cohen in his book Whalsay: Symbol, Segment and Boundary in a Shetland Island
Community suggested that the island boundary ‘marks the people as different from
elsewhere’ and this use of symbolism ‘formulates and celebrates the terms of their

difference’. '* Fox, in his research about Tory Island, which is located nine miles from

' See A.Gordon and B.Klein, eds., Literature, Mapping and the Politics of Space in Early Modern Britain
(Cambridge, 2001), pp.2-3.

1 See E.Carter, ct.al, eds., Space and Place: Theories of Identity and Location (London, 1993); D.Massey
and PJess, A Place in the World? Places, Cultures and Globalisation (Oxford, 1995), p.S.

' See B.Jarvis, Postmodern Cartographies: The Geographical Imagination in Contemporary American
Culture (London, 1998) and T.Bames and J.Duncan, eds., Writing Worlds: Discourse, Text and Metaphor
in the Representation of Landscape (London, 1992).

' Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space, trans. by M.Jolas (Boston, USA, 1969), p.xv. Additional
theoretical discussion on the concept and meaning of place in terms of urban and political spaces may be
found within Henri Lefebvre’s The Production of Space, trans. by D.N.Smith (Oxford, 1991) and Michel de
Certeau, The Practices of Everyday Life (Berkeley, USA, 1988).

'* A.Cohen, Whalsay: Symbol, Segment and Boundary in a Shetland Island Community (Manchester,
1987), p.209.



the Northem Irish border at the far northwest, found that Tory islanders shared marriage
and kinship practices which were distinctive to the Island. A complex system of ranking
cousins provided familial authority and marriage links, whilst the choices for establishing
fishing crews adhered to a strict social code which was significant only to the Island
inhabitants. '’

Surprisingly little work has been done on medieval and early modern islands as
distinctive places worthy of investigative research, despite the medieval geography of
England containing many small islands (visibly separated) from the mainland.'® The few
medieval social historians who have researched specific islands have been cautious about
discussions which might suggest that islands have an important contribution to make to
regional or national history. Brief reference to the distinctive character of islands has

been made only under the pretext of major social and economic changes which have

affected a specific local geography.
The Isle of Axholme, in the northwest corner of Lincolnshire, has been described

by Thirsk as having ‘a distinct economy from its neighbours and retains to this day its
island situation, and something of the insularity which marked its former way of life’."”
Due to the controversial drainage of Hatfield Chase by Vermuyden in the seventeenth
century, the Isle of Axholme has been the focus of attention by historians interested in the
social and economic changes resulting from this important event while overlooking the
cultural peculianties of its island nature. Thirsk stated that the Isle of Axholme islanders
had ‘old ways’ which may have caused them not to see the benefits of drainage by
Vermuyden; however, she was not specific in her conclusion.!® Thirsk only briefly
acknowledged differences in the ecological and economic interests of the Isle of Axholme
inhabitants, compared to that of the mainland population. In addition, the conclusions
drawn by Thirsk regarding the resistance of the islanders to the drainage programme

suggest that the preservation of agricultural life for local people was at odds with modern

13 R_Fox, ‘Principles and Pragmatics on Tory Island’ in A.Cohen (ed.), Belonging: Identity and Social
Organization in British Rural Cultures (Manchester, 1982), pp.50-71.

'* Some of these small medieval islands might include the following, however, not all have become part of
the mainland: Wallot Island and Fulness in Essex, Portland Island and Bransey Island in Dorset, Walley
Isle near Liverpool, The Isle of Ely in Cambridgeshire, and in Kent, the Isle of Thanet, located to the east of
the Islands of Sheppey.

'7 J.Thirsk, “The Isle of Axholme before Vermuyden’ in AHR, vol.1 (1953), pp.16-28; p.16-17.

'* See J.Thirsk, ‘The Isle of Axholme before Vermuyden® in AHR, vol.1, (1953), pp.16-28; p.16-17,
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and national industrial interests. Unlike Thirsk’s rescarch into the major enginecring
changes that affected the Isle of Axholme, its cultural and ecological space, this thesis
focuses on consistencies and changes present on the Islands of Sheppey on a smaller
scale. The complexities, continuitics and changes within the inheritance of land and
structural property, as recorded within the will-making population’s bequests and
descriptions of their landscape, are compared and contrasted with Crown (outside)
interests in the mapping of a fictional and non-fictional island history.

Further to Thirsk’s ground-breaking work, Lloyd’s rescarch into the impact of
drainage on the Isle of Axholme focused on the changes within one manor, particularly
the manor of Epworth. She attempted to contextualise the effects of the drainage by
placing them ‘within a broad picture of the development of the social relations that

characterized the manor and its settlements over the course of the seventeenth century{..."l9

Lloyd argued for a more fluid model of community, one that identified itself as a ‘process
in which continuity and change are constantly interacting within individuals and in their
relationships with one another.”®® Although Lloyd does not specifically describe her
thesis as an island study, her research emphasises the value of local landscape research.
The differing community responses to ecological changes on the Isle of Axholme
provided a conclusion highlighting how places provide a complex arena for the
examination of changing relationships between individuals and groups, specifically
islanders and mainland inhabitants, similar to the cultural ideas explored within this
thesis.

Hockey, a historian of Quarr Abbey and its lands on the Isle of Wight, described
his work as a deliberate island study which he hoped contributed to English national
history. Hockey states in the preface, Still less do I intend to apologise for my use here,
in the Isle of Wight, of the word ‘Island’...I shall be only too happy if these chapters in the
story of the Island will help to make its role in the general history of England better
appreciated’.?’ Hockey implies the metaphorical omission of the Isle of Wight, a major

island of the English southern coastline, in contributing to the writing about and making

' J. Lloyd, ‘The Communities of the Manor of Epworth in the Seventeenth Century’, (unpublished Ph.D.
thesis, Shefhield University, 1998), p.1.

20 3y o
Ibid.
*! S.F.Hockey, Quarr Abbey and its Lands 1132-1631 (Leicester, 1970), p.xi.
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of English nationhood and thereby calls for a re-mapping of national pride which takes
into account the Isle of Wight’s history too. In addition, Hockey’s rescarch into Quarr
Abbey and its lands, is an tsland study that provides a comprchensive overview of the
relationship between the Cistercian monastic house and the economic and agrarian life of
the wider island community. This is not too differcnt to the socio-economic factors
which affected the people of the Islands of Sheppey, particularly in light of the Minster
and its hinterland. Overall, Hockey’s use of administrative records, chronicles, tithe
records and deeds to reconstruct the relationship between institutional places and people
within the island and their relationship to the mainland provides an interesting community
narrative.

To briefly return to the subject of mapping studies, island mapping is usually the
subject of research when it fits within the context of new developments in Renaissance

science, particularly cartography and cosmography of the world. Renaissance

cartographers made distinctive maps of islands, particularly in the Mediterranean and
South America, for navigational purposes, and to record the reality of new discoveries.2?
In addition to the use and exploitation of islands for cartographical purposes, there is also
a lack of research into distinctive cultural and social aspects of medieval and early
modern islands. Archacological and prehistoric research has identified islands as
segregated and bounded places worthy of special attention. However, most research on
islands has been conducted within the last thirty years and has concentrated on

Mediterranean and Pacific Islands.”

Evans was the first to suggest that small islands could contain cultural practices
unique from those of the mainland within his essay titled, ‘Islands as Laboratories for the
Study of Culture Processes’ in Refrew’s edited book The Explanation of Culture Change:

Models in Prehistory.?! Evans found that small islands were distinctive from mainland

2 F Lestringant, Mapping the Renaissance World: The Geographical Imagination in the Age of Discovery
(Oxford, 1994), p.108-112. French cartographer, Thevet, made a collection of maps in the sixteenth
century called the Grand Insulaire or ‘Carta da navigare® for what he considered to be practical purposes;
however, the collection of island maps was also to demonstrate the efficiency of a new science.

S See J.Evans, ‘Islands as Laboratories for the Study of Cultural Process’ in A.C.Renfrew, ed., The
Explanation of Culture Change: Models in Prehistory (London, 1973), pp.517-520; P.V Kirch, ed., Island
Societies: Archaeological Approaches to Evolution and Transformation (Cambridge, 1986); M.Patton,
Islands in Time: Islands Sociogeography and Mediterranean Prehistory (London, 1996).

* J.Evans, ‘Islands as Laboratories for the Study of Cultural Process’ in A.C.Renfrew, ed., The Explanation
of Culture Change: Models in Prehistory (London, 1973), pp.517-520.

6



communitics in terms of their cultural development, stating that ‘island communities
often displayed a tendency towards the exaggerated development of some aspect of their
culture.” Therefore, islands did present themselves as distinctive and existing in some
degree of isolation from the mainland.® Using Evans’ model for small island studies,
Patton further examined the possible ecological and cultural developments of prehistoric
Mediterranean Islands.

Patton’s research was based, hypothetically, on that of Evans’ theorctical ideas
regarding the significance of small island case studies compared to wider archaeological
and anthropological enquiries. Patton emphasised the ‘relationship between human
society and the natural environment’ by placing it at the forefront of his island studies,
where he further suggested that ‘insularity more than other environmental variable is

26

clearly definable,” presenting island case studies as natural and organic.” Patton

examined the cultural processes of islands in relation to their colonisation in the
Mediterranean. Patton found that the unique ecological features of islands promoted

distinctive social interaction, between islands and the mainland, which encouraged trade

7

and cultural exchange.?’ Patton's study provides an essential theoretical model for the

examination of the Islands of Sheppey where ‘the potential of island studies in

understanding the dynamics of human societies’ presents islands, and places within them,

as a natural testing ground for cultural changes and continuities.?3

Recent landscape history research has emphasised the humanistic element of
geography in an attempt to redress the understanding of cultural landscapes, such as the
argument made by Bourassa within The Aesthetics of Landscape that ‘objective scientific
detachment [of geographical landscape studies] fails to grasp the fundamental matter of

3 J.Evans, ‘Islands as Laboratories for the Study of Cultural Process’ in A.C.Renfrew, ed., The Explanation
of Culture Change: Models in Prehistory (London, 1973), pp.517-520; p.519.

% M.Patton, Islands in Time: Islands Sociogeography and Mediterranean Prehistory (London, 1996), p.2.
Also see P.V.Kirch, ed., Island Societies: Archaeological Approaches to Evolution and Transformation
(Cambridge, 1986). Kirch makes a similar point to Patton stating that the natural boundedness of islands
makes them a perfect assemblage for social and cultural enquires.

# In addition to prehistoric Mediterranean Island societies that have been studied by archaeologists and
anthropologists, oceanic anthropologists have studied small island studies within the Pacific, such as Fiji,
Easter Island, and the Hawaiian Islands. See P.V.Kirch, ‘Introduction: the Archaeology of Island Societies’
in P.V.Kirch, ed., Island Societies: Archaeological Approaches to Evolution and Transformation
(Cambridge, 1986).

# M.Patton, Islands in Time: Island Sociogeography and Mediterranean Prehistory (London, 1996), pp.2-
3; 190,



what it is to exist in or experience the landscape.’® In addition, prehistoric models have
been applied to recent medicval landscape rescarch to broaden perspectives on religious
or 'ritual' landscapes; however, this rescarch limits relationships between people and their
cnvironment to that which is special rather than common.>® Evidence from the Islands of
Sheppey suggests that individuals formed networks of experiences within nucleated and
distinctive places in the island landscape, through the identification of boroughs, hamlets,
villages, marshes, hills and fieldscapes; their everyday environment rather than places
which were judged to be unique. However, the significance of local religious places
cannot be underestimated. The importance of the physical landscape in determining,
shaping or sustaining medieval and early modern family relationships and social and
religious attitudes, specifically in Kent, has been identified by O’Hara’s local rescarch.’’
O'Hara's research into courtship and marriage practices in Kent found that five parishes
within the diocese of Canterbury, including Sturry, Tenterden, Whitstable, Wye and
Chislet, held ‘peculiarities of particular places’ both geographically and socially. 2
O'Hara suggests further that “if the character of individual parishes was, in some measure,
fashioned by the physical environment, the contrasting features of the Kent landscape
offered much diversity.”*

In addition to O'Hara's conclusions on the importance of acknowledging the
physical landscape in shaping cultural processes, Weiss has made similar conclusions

whilst researching Cathar history. Weiss stated that there is a need for the ‘convergence

of the documents and the landscape’ where connections between physical environment

and specific changes in social and religious processes become important to the reading of

¥ S C.Bourassa, The Aesthetics of Landscape (London, 1991), pp.2-3; also see R.Muir, Approaches to
Landscape (Basingstoke: Macmillian, 1999).

% Within the last fifieen years, phenomenological approaches to the landscape have come to dominate new
landscape and archaeological research. For more information see B.Bender, ed., Landscape: Politics and
Perspectives (Oxford, 1993) and D.Cosgrove, Social Formation and Symbolic Landscape (London, 1988)
both provided new theoretical methodologies for landscape studies where people, ritual, and symbol were at
the forefront to landscape research. C.Tilley in his book, A Phenomenology of Landscape (London, 1994),
suggested that people held special relationships with sites or landscapes of ritual importance. Also,
N.Corcos in 'Churches as Pre-Historic ritual Monuments: A Phenomenological Perspective From Somerset’
in Assemblage, issue 6, August 2001, pp.1-30, provides a good general overview of the theoretical debate
surrounding phenomenological approaches to the medieval landscape using prehistoric landscape research.
3! D.O’Hara, Courtship and Constraint (Manchester, 2000), p.17 and p.21.

32 Ibid, p.17.

3 Ibid.



historical documents.”® The connection between beliefs and landscape, where Catharian

beliefs were strongly maintained in such a selectively small area in southern France,

during the thirtcenth and fourteenth centuries, is a direct result of its physical landscape.”

Weis’s study into the prescrvation of Cathar beliefs in southemn France includes recent

photographs of the local landscape of Montaillou, Lordat, the Comba Del Gazel and the

% Weis argues that the landscape physically and

Haute Montagne over Montaillou.
conceptually enclosed Catharism in southern France, theoretically linking peculiar and
distinct religious practices to the isolation of villages within the Pyrenees.”’ Similar to
the island case study presented by this thesis, the intricacy of small and localised place
studies should not be underestimated within the larger scope of research hypotheses into

social and religious evolution.

In relation to understanding the notions of locality and the special nature of places,
the antiquarian tradition cannot be underestimated, especially within Kentish studies.
Leland’s travelogue of Tudor England did not include a stop on any of the Islands of
Sheppey but rather offered a narrative of writing on the transportation system connecting
the Islands to the Kentish mainland, and mention of Sexburga’s Minster on Sheppey.”’
Almost two hundred years later, Hasted provided a more systematic topographical survey
compared with Leland. Everitt has pointed out that Hasted ‘furnishes us with an
unrivalled historical record in its own right, and one to which there is little parallel in
most other counties,” especially since Hasted was writing during a ‘critical period' in

Kentish history, where most of the 'ancient jurisdictional structure of the county' remained

M R. Weis, The Yellow Cross: The Story of the Last Cathars 1290-1329 (London, 2000), pxxxviii. Also
see previously published research combining physical landscape with historical documents by
W.G.Hoskins, The Making of the English Landscape (London, 1955); G.C.Homans, English Villagers of
the Thirteenth Century (Harvard, USA, 1942); M.Aston, Interpreting the Landscape: Landscape
Archaeology in Local Studies (London, 1985), p.8; M.Aston, D.Austin, C.Dyer, eds., The Rural Settlements
o{ Medieval England (Oxford, 1989).
3% E.Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou: Cathars and Catholics in a French Village (London, 1987); R.Weiss,
The Yellow Cross: The Story of the Last Cathars 1290-1329 (London, 2000).
% R.Weiss, The Yellow Cross: The Story of the Last Cathars 1290-1329 (London, 2000). Weiss includes
no less than twenty-five photographs of various Cathar and other medicval sites to help the reader
understand her historical analysis in relation to the mountainous landscape, which metaphorically and
?hysically enclosed Cathar beliefs and practices.

" R.Weiss, The Yellow Cross: The Story of the Last Cathars 1290-1329 (London, 2000), p. xxxiii —xIvii.

% L.T.Smith, ed. The ltinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543, Volume 4 (London, 1964),
p.58



intact. *° Although writing at the end of the eighteenth century, Hasted made distinctive
observations of the Islands of Sheppecy, Harty, and Elmley, not just concerning its general
topography and historical events but also the connection between cach parish, its history,
and the character of its communities of manors and people, including population
estimates for cach.*’ Since Hasted therc have been other local enthusiasts who have
focused their Kentish writings on the history of the Island of Sheppecy. Such local
historians include Daly and Vigar. Writing in 1904, Daly wrote a survey of the Island of
Sheppey from the Roman occupation until the rcign of Edward VII, placing the Island of
Sheppey at the centre of national, historical narrative writing by stating, ‘I have dealt with
great and important national factors...from a purely insular point of view’.*! Eighty-four
years later, Vigar, a local history enthusiast, described the Islands of Sheppey as ‘one of
the most historical and interesting areas to study...this is often the case with an island, for
it usually forms an insular community with well defined limits which evolved without
much outside influence’.*? Daly and Vigar were intrigued by the potential of island
studies in encompassing unique insularity whilst also promoting the value of local history
to nation building through historical narrative writing.

Social historians of the medieval period have traditionally examined the history of
local places through their research into the evolution and continuity of settlement history.
This research has largely concentrated on changes in medieval settlement patterns and its
consequential impact on social structures, particularly how settlement nucleation was
realigned or expanded leaving deserted villages or farmsteads.*® In addition, medieval
landscape studies have traditionally been the interest of historical geographers and have

often been limited to scientific investigations into settlement, concentrating on field

*? A.Everitt, Continuity and Colonization; The Evolution of Kentish Settlement (Leicester, 1986), p.xviil.
Also see Hasted, E., The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, 12 vols. (Canterbury,
1972 [1797-1801)).

“ Hasted, E., The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, 12 vols. (Canterbury, 1972
[1797-1801]), vol.6, pp.207-275.

‘! A.Daly, History of the Isle of Sheppey (Sheemess, 1904), p.xiii.

? J.Vigar, Curious Kent (Maidstone, 1988), p.50.

4 M.M. Postan, Medieval Economy and Society (London, 1972); M.W.Beresford and J.G.Hurst, eds.,
Deserted Medieval Villages (London, 1971); C.J.Bond, ‘Deserted Medieval Villages in Warwickshire and
Worcestershire’ in P.J Jarvis and T.R.Slater, eds., Field and Forest: An Historical Geography of
Warwickshire and Worcestershire (Norwich, 1982); C.C.Taylor, ‘Medieval Rural Settlement: Changing
Perceptions’ in Lands Hist, vo.14, 1992, pp.5-17; R.Muir, Approaches to Landscape (Basingstoke, 1999).
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systems and agricultural devclopments.* However, sociological questions about
scttlement evolution have turned to the interdisciplinary approach offcred by the

integration of archacological and historical data for more probing exploration into

specific localities and their unique history of scttlement growth and human occupation.*®

In considering the importance of Kentish studies, more rescarch is necessary into the
‘complexity and diversity’ of ‘locational factors’ in the county’s scttlement history.*
Within the last two decades sociological enquirics into scttlement studies, such as
those conducted by Lewis, Mitchell-Fox and Dyer, have raised the profile of localised
historical rescarch, emphasising the *daily existence of ordinary pcople’ whilst suggesting
that they cannot be neglected if ‘considering their living space.’®’ Settlement is referred

to as an artefact ‘to help us understand medieval ideas and culture.’*® Everitt has
emphasised in Continuity and Colonization the importance of understanding the
landscape as an historical document and to envision ‘the real world beyond the

documents, the world of peasants and colonists, and to reconstruct the evolving
landscape.’®® In doing so Everitt emphasises the use of place-names and pre-Conquest

evidence in conjunction with Ordnance Survey maps and, most importantly, the

interpretation of the landscape in terms of its ‘relationships’ between settlements.™

“ Traditional studies into medieval settlement history include J. Thirsk, ed., Agricultural Change: Policy
and Practice 1500-1750, Volume 3 of The Agrarian History of England and Wales (Cambridge, 1990);
R.Muir, Portraits of the Past: The British Landscape Through the Ages (London, 1989), p.112, 147;
R.B.Outhwaite, ‘Progress and Backwardness in English Agriculture, 1500-1650° in Econ Hist Rev., 39
(1986), pp.1-18, p.2; M.M. Postan, Medieval Economy and Society (Aylesbury, 1972), p.104; S.Oostuizen,
‘Medieval Settlement Relocation in West Cambridgeshire: three case-studies’ in Lands Hist, 19 (1997),
pp.43-55, p.43-44; C.Taylor, Village and Farmstead: A History of Rural Settlement in England (London,
1983); H.E.Hallam, Rural England 1066-1348 (Brighton, 1981), p.251; L.Canter, ed., The English
Medieval Landscape (London, 1982); H.C.Darby, A New Historical Geography of England Before 1600
(Cambridge, 1976); E.Miller and J.Hatcher, Medieval England: Rural Society and Economic Change,
1086-1348 (London, 1978).

4 See the following for more information: J.M.WagstafT, ed., Landscape and Culture: Geographical and
Archaeological Perspectives (Oxford, 1987); C.Taylor, Village and Farmstead: A History of Rural
Settlement in England (London, 1983); C.Lewis, P.Mitchell-Fox, C.Dyer,Village, Hamlet and Field
(Manchester, 1997).

> A.R.Baker and R.A.Butlin, Studies of Field Systems in the British Isles (Cambridge, 1973), p.378.

7 C.Lewis, P.Mitchell-Fox and C.Dyer, Village, Hamlet and Field: Changing Medieval Settlements in
Central England (Manchester, 1997), p.7.

“® Ibid, p.8.

® A.Everitt, Continuity and Colonization: The Evolution of Kentish Settlement (Leicester, 1986),.p.11.
G.Astill, and A.Grant, have also discussed the problem of evidence survival and its impact on how the
researcher sees the countryside in the introduction of their edited book, The Countryside of Medieval
England (Oxford, 1988), p.1.

* A.Everitt, Continuity and Colonization: The Evolution of Kentish Settlement (Leicester, 1986), p.12.
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Furthermore, these authors also make the casc that settlement studies, through the
examination of smaller scale patterns including rows, tofls, strects, greens, planned or
unplanned features, provide insight into social relationships between peasants, their
houscholds, neighbours, and the larger manors and ecstates.>’ In addition, the
differcntiation of rural settlement patterns such as that between fields and crofts, and the
making and significance of boundaries, have all made an important contribution to how
settlement patterns might be understood in terms of their cultural significance.™
Moreover, the relationship between descriptions of landscapes found in documentary
records and the physical evidence still surviving presents a unique opportunity for local
historians to explore evolving change within the socialisation of places. This thesis
attempts to bridge the gap between these possibilities using the Islands of Sheppey as a

significant and fascinating case study.

The importance of using both physical and documentary evidence together in

historical research has been successfully achieved by Beresford and Hoskins. Both
historians examined the physical presence of deserted medieval settlements, as seen in the
mounds and hollows within modemn fields.”> Hoskins suggested that the English
landscape was metaphorically the ‘richest historical record we possess.’ >* Furthermore,
documentary historian Harvey later commented on historical documents, particularly
maps and their interpretation of past landscapes, as offering modern readers an insight
into past perceptions and representations of specific places.® Interdisciplinary research
and evidence, provided for example by archacology and documentary sources, have their
own limitations both in the survival of physical remains and written evidence. However,
the accumulation of evidence from both disciplines presents a new form of engagement

with not only the evidence but also the landscape. Medieval historians studying the

' Ibid, p.8.

52 G.Astill and A.Grant, eds., The Countryside of Medieval England (Oxford, 1988), pp.50-54.

>3 See the following for more information: M.W.Beresford, The Laost Villages of England (London, 1954);

M.W.Beresford, ‘A Draft Chronology of Deserted Village Studies’, in Medieval Settlement Research

Group Annual Report, 1 (1986), pp.18-23; W.G.Hoskins, The Making of the English Landscape (London,

1955).

4 W.G.Hoskins in 1955 that ‘The English Landscape itself, to those who know how to read it aright, is the

richest historical record we possess’ in his book, The Making of the English Landscape (London, 1955),
14.

£ P.D.Harvey, ‘The Documents of Landscape History: Snares and Delusions’ in Landscape History, 1991,

vol.13; pp.47-52, wrote that maps in particular ‘people the landscape’ and help to present a picture of how
the past landscape was used’, p.5S1.
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sociological aspects of settlement and landscape have all suggested that the study of
physical remains combined with that of documentary sources added important
dimensions to the comprchensive understanding of medieval history and scttlement
planning.®  Both disciplines present an opportunity to rethink the medieval use of the
landscape, settlement, and particularly the evolution and sustainment of local diversity
and mentalities. Landscape and documentary evidencc present new questions through
their readings of the historical past which, when combined, present an often multifarious
picture and interpretation of a single place, whether it is a village, town, hamlet, field,
croft or garden. This further emphasises the need for the amalgamation of evidence
which can trace the existence of a single place and its contemporary use over a given time
span in order to fully understand settlement diversity and continuity, particularly amongst
the peasant population. Within its investigations this thesis considers the physical
location of places, in particular important sites such as the Minster, as well as written

documentation, to collect and rcconstruct social settlement experiences of the late

medieval and early modern island communities of Sheppey, Harty and Elmley.

An important theoretical aspect of this thesis, which has not been considered
within the scope of landscape studies previously mentioned, is the relationship between
the contemporary purpose of a document'’s production and its content. Furthermores the
use of the last will and testament, in particular, has not been used in reconstructing
landscape history and the cultural processes involved in identifying, negotiating and
inheriting places over a specific time period.>’ Harvey has suggested that historians of
landscape history limit their evidence so that ‘sources’ are used as ‘an i"nfm'l’“aﬁ‘:’n
retrieval service.”® In addition, Dyer has also commented on the authoritative asp€ct ©f

using documentary evidence in the research of settlement history by stating that reading

* C.Lewis, P.Mitchell-Fox, and C.Dyer, Village, Hamlet, and Field (Manchester, 1997); T.Williams© s
Shapmg Medieval Landscapes: Settlement, Society, Environment (Macclesfield, 2003).

*7 Recent work by Elisabeth Salter has revealed the importance of testamentary material in um:le:rs;taf‘dmg
cultural processes at work in the late medieval and Renaissance period. See E. Salter, Cultural Crea®”” vily in
the Early English Renaissance: Popular Culture in Town and Country (Basingstoke, 2006). Also s6° q
J.Ford’s PhD thesis which concludes that testamentary material is often used only for statistical purPO se>at
the expense of recognising individuality present in the gift-giving process which leads to “distortion 391 3
misuse of the evidence’, p.224. See J.Ford, ‘A Study of Wills and Will-making in the period 1500-1 5 .1533»
with Special Reference to the Copy Wills in the Probate registers of the Archdeacon of Bedford l*fl83
(unpubhshed PhD thesis, Open University, 1992). 1991,

** P.D.Harvey, ‘The Documents of Landscape History: Snares and Delusions® in Landscape Histor)”
vol.13; pp.47-52, p.47.
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fifteenth-century manorial records is an exercise in distinguishing between theory and
reality.””” Documents such as those used for the research undertaken for this thesis -
wills, maps, manorial accounts, charters and lay subsidies — present emerging
implications for the reading of landscape and social experiences, similar to Harvey’s
conclusion regarding the fluidity of social reality: 'the amount of com that the tax-
assessor recorded on a manor may differ from the amount in the owner's own records.’®
Overall, documentary evidence provides a perception of social rcality, a contemporary
voice, which is specific to its intended production not necessarily inclusive of all
individuals or groups which are supposed to be represented by the information it
provides. This will be explored in relation to perceived intentions for the writing of the

last will and testament by Island inhabitants and the mapping of places within the Islands
of Sheppey.

To research the relationship between cultural processes of an environment, like a

specific local settlement within a landscape, is to look for the representation of a place
within a document, within both its content and context. A reading of historical
documents in this way provides a view or perception of contemporary social reality of a
reflected past, present and also a future. Moreover, the differences in information
provided by several types of documents concerning the same place provide knowledge
about cognitive processes or interactions with spaces. These spaces may be
communicated as a symbol, a picture or within the visual provocation of a textual
description of a place. Furthermore, the combination of local research and detailed
reading of limited historical evidence has provided considerable depth to the
understanding of individuals and groups as well as highlighting the complexity of local

distinctiveness within a bounded community and in relation to regional studies.”’ Each

chapter within this thesis provides a unique focal point for the discussion and evaluation

*® C.Dyer, Lords and peasants in a Changing Society: The Estates of the Bishopric of Worcester, 680-1540
(Cambnidge, 1980), p.162.

° P.D.A.Harvey, The Documents of Landscape History: Snares and Delusions' in Landsc ape History,
1991, vol.13; pp.47-52, p.49.

®! C.Ginzburg argued that ‘a close reading of a relatively small number of texts can be more rewarding than
the massive accumulation of repetitive evidence', p.viii-ix in E.;Muir and G.Ruggiero eds., Microhistory and
the Lost People of Europe (London, 1991). Also see E.Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, and C.Ginzburg, The
Cheese and the Worm for microhistorical studies. A.Cohen has also written about 'local distinctiveness' in

his edited book, Belonging: Identity and Social Organisation in British Rural Cultures (Manchester, 1982),
pp.1-2.
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of aspects of visual and textual conceptualisation of space on the Islands of Sheppey
including: a geographical and social scttlement history of the islands; religious places and
their contribution to local practices; the inheritance of land and structural property,®* and
the narrative and imaginative local and family histories recorded by local people through
their last wills and testaments; and finally the evolution and continuation of social
networks linked by places of specific individual importance. Overall, the research
presented within this thesis emphasises the importance of place, specifically local place,
in the defining and inheriting of local values and interests.

The six types of documents used in research for this thesis include testamentary
material, maps, lay subsidies, deeds, manorial and town records. Specific and important
relevance has been given, throughout chapters, to the detailed reading of a reduced
amount of documentary evidence; the last will and testament and the map are central to
the arguments found within this thesis. In some chapters photography of specific places
and relevant landscapes on the Islands of Sheppey has been included to provide a visual
perspective to the topographical and settlement history. Interestingly, the modem Islands
of Sheppey where there is a lower population were also unpopulated during the late
medieval and early modern period, such as on the Isle of Elmley and the southemn
marshes of Minster parish. Each chapter presents a case for the medieval to early modemn
social and cultural experience of places within the Islands of Sheppey, where conclusions
are drawn from the cumulative nature of the evidence within each chapter.

Chapter 2 will introduce an interdisciplinary theoretical framework for this thesis
by focusing on the nature of cognitive and unconscious experiences of space;
phenomenologically, anthropologically and contextually. In addition, an exploration of
the nature of the mapping process, visually and textually within the production of places,
will also be introduced. The theoretical framework discussed within this chapter will
look at how visual images and written sources, particularly the last will and testament,

might be examined to contextualise and reconstruct experiences of place from between

62 Structural property is the collective name used throughout this thesis in reference to named buildings, not

necessarily of specified usage but nevertheless referred to and bequeathed to named individuals within a
personal last will and testament.
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c.1400-1600.%> The physical geography and its influence on the social settlement
structure of the Islands of Sheppey from the sixth to the sixtecnth century will be the
focus of Chapter 3, providing a comprehensive context for further chapters which explore
more detailed aspects of Islanders’ relationships with landscape, inheritance and culture.
The reason for such a broad timescale is that in order to understand the late medieval and
carly modem Island landscape one must understand the influence of the Anglo-Saxon
administrative structure which continued to provide the foundation for a rcal and
imagined history which influenced both religious and social practices on the Islands. This
is particularly relevant when considering the naming of girls and burial requests
throughout the late medieval and early modern period. Chapter 3 will also examine how
the marshlands of the islands were exploited early in their island history by non-islanders
for economic gain. This practice had implications for the pre-determinacy of isolation
and the evolving of unique cultural practices found only on the Islands of Sheppey.

Chapter 4 will examine how specific places, their physical location and historical
relevance, impacted on religious practices particularly in relation to the Minster on the
Island of Sheppey in the late medieval period. Burial practices and the naming of
daughters after the Royal Anglo-Saxon patroness, Sexburga, are all important to the
discussion of relationships between the religious and lay communities on the Island,
including how the monastery fashioned a unique devotional system based on
deconstructions and reconstructions of its past heritage. In addition, the practice of
assigning patron saints to specific places such as hamlets, in the case of St Peter’s of
Ossenden in Minster, will also be examined in Chapter 4.

Chapter § examines the construction of place within chorographical descriptions

and maps, mostly commissioned by Crown officials or large estate owners, of the Islands
of Sheppey. Chorographical surveys and maps surviving of the Islands start from ¢.1525
and extend to ¢.1780; they tell the story of distinctive Island experiences involving sea
navigation, institutional and family histories, proposed and detailed defences for the
protection of London, which never materialised, and also include a wealthy landowner’s

view of the islands, pending the sale of his estate. This chapter will be succeeded, in

% The principal timeframe researched for this thesis is between c.1485 and 1600; however, some maps

produced after this period are mentioned within the context of imagined island history narratives, as
relevant.
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Chapter 6, by a close examination of textual mapping, where land and structural property
is carcfully described, within individual last wills and testaments of Sheppey inhabitants.
The particular detail involved in locating places within the wills, and within the islands, is
unique to the Islands of Sheppey, revealing a small island landscape in tension and the
anxiety of will-makers to secure an imagined narrative future for their families, at the
time of death.

The partible and impartible inheritance patterns of land and/or structural property
inheritance on the Islands of Sheppey is investigated in Chapter 7, including comparative
studies with mainland inhabitants where relevant. This chapter will investigate how
patterns of partible inheritance involved detailed descriptions and mappings of land or
structural property by testators. In addition, inheritance patterns and detailed land or
property descriptions found within wills were specifically linked to family will-making
traditions. The significance of family land and structural property inheritance played an
important role in the naming process of specific places and in relation to their inheritance.
Will-making provided freehold landowners a rare opportunity to exploit a legal document
for their own biographical purposes within a highly visible age.®* Chapter 8 will examine
how family influence was integral to the description of places. The diversity of
individual mapping techniques used by testate parishioners will also be discussed in
relation to detailed case studies involving more than one generation of will-making
families. The wills left by these family members provide conceptual maps of their land or
structural property as part of a continuum of postmortem biographical writing which it
was hoped would ensure future familial well-being and security.

All eight chapters present a collective and cumulative conclusion on the
complexity of representation and experience of place within a set of small island
communities at the end of the medieval, and the beginning of the early modem period.
Moreover, the evidence also justifies the significance and importance of small and local

landscape and settlement studies.

* E.Salter first suggested that wills were a form of biography or ‘life writing’ in her book Cultural
Creativity in the Early English Renaissance: Popular Culture in Town and Country (Basingstoke, 2006)
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Chapter Two

The Construction of Space:
Defining and Mapping the Islands of Sheppey

L. Introduction: defining landscape spaces

This chapter attempts to introduce a framework for understanding how spaces
were experienced and represented within the Islands of Sheppey. Fundamentally, this
framework is concerned with how places within the islands were constructed as ‘social
spaces,’ providing a variability of experiences, for both inhabitants of the Islands and
those with wider economic and government interests.'! To understand space is to
understand how people made sense of specific surroundings; how places were organised,

named, interpreted and re-interpreted throughout local history. In essence this is how

spaces were translated into places of religious, social, economic and military significance.
Overall, this promoted a range of practices and rituals unique to the Islands of Sheppey.
Landscapes have been described as the ‘richest historical record’ in our

possession, as Hoskins suggested when he stated that they provide evidence for ‘who

peopled the landscape and the landscape in use.’* Research since Hoskins has further

explored notions of social landscape and settlement, in terms which extend beyond the
physical, by suggesting that landscapes are ‘cultural images...never inert’ since ‘people

engage with it, re-work it, appropriate and contest it.”> In addition, the medieval

! The concept of *social space® refers to B.Klein's idea of land surveying and *cartographic representation’
in which the records of administration provided not only ‘a map’ but explained ‘land as a social space’,
pp.10 and 44 in B.Klein, Maps and the Writing of Space in Early Modern England and Ireland
(Basingstoke, 2001). Also see H.Lefebvre who developed a theory of social space in The Production of
Space, trans. Donald Nicholson-Smith (Oxford, 1991 [French original 1974] ); E.W.Soja, Postmodern
Geographies: The Reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory (London, 1989), p.7; J.B.Harley and
D.Woodward, ‘Preface’ in J.B.Harley and D.Woodward, eds., History of Cartography, vol. 1: Cartography
in Prehistoric, Ancient, and Medieval Europe and the Mediterranean (Chicago, 1987), xvi.

? W.G.Hoskins, The Making of the English Landscape (London, 1955), p.14; P.D.A.Harvey, Maps in Tudor
England (London, 1993), p.21.

> See AJ.L.Winchester, Landscape and Society in Medieval Cumbria (Edinburgh, 1987). D.Cosgrove and
S.Daniels, have descnbed landscapes as ‘cultural images® in their edited book, The Iconography of
Landscape: Essays on the Symbolic Representation, Design and Use of Past Environments (Cambridge,
1998); B.Bender wrote that landscapes were never inert in her edited book, Landscape: Politics and
Perspectives (Oxford, 1993), p.3. In addition, G.King in Mapping Reality: An Exploration of Cultural
Cartographies (London, 1996) has written that ‘worlds we inhabit are largely cultural rather than natural’,
p.4l.
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landscape has also been described as a product of both lords and peasants who organiscd
and reorganised settlement.! Dedication to the surveying and mapping of cultural features
such as boundaries, field systems and deserted villages have catalogued a ‘continuous
record of human behaviour, co-varing with ecological conditions® within landscape
archeology.” Therefore, landscapes are essentially cultural spaces. The natural geography
provides a canvas for making meaning within communities and the cver-changing spacces
that are interpreted, constructed, reinterpreted and reconstructed arc dramatically and
organically altering the cultural context of any landscape. Hirsch and O’Hanlon have
defined landscapes as cultural by suggesting that ‘culture was the agent, the natural arca
was the medium, and the cultural landscape was the result’.® Furthermore, Duncan and
Duncan have argued that landscapes possess social ideas and values which can be
interpreted in terms of how a society might organise themselves.” This thesis will expand
this dialogue on landscapes as cultural spaces by introducing new documentation, such as
testamentary material, which records perceptions of frechold land and property by

individuals.

Landscapes therefore encapsulate the interaction of people within a place, whether
it is on a large social scale, through administrative boundaries such as parishes or estates,
or more intimately through personal spaces. All types of interaction contribute to notions
of belonging by which a shared identity can be promoted amongst its members.® To fully
understand landscapes is to contextualise engagement with it.” Therefore all interaction

with nature has been structured by people to establish their social relationships and

tdentities: to develop cultural meaning in the everyday aspects of their lives. This thesis

4 C.Dyer, Lords and Peasants in a Changing Society: The Estates of the Bishopric of Worcester, ¢.680-
1540 (Cambridge, 1980); C.Dyer, Everyday Life in Medieval England (London, 1994), p.xiv.
3 1. Thomas, *‘The Politics of Vision and the Archaeologies of Landscape’ in B.Bender, ed., Landscape:
Politics and Perspectives (Oxford, 1993), pp.19-48; p.20. Also see M.Aston and T.Rowley, Landscape
Archaeology: An Introduction to Fieldwork Techniques on Past-Roman Landscapes (Oxford, 1989).
¢ E.Hirsch and M.O’Hanlon, eds., The Anthropology of Landscape: Perspectives on Place and Space
SOXford. 1995), pg-1.

Duncan, N. and J. Duncan, ‘(Re)reading the Landscape’, Environment and Planning D: Society and
Space, vol.6 (1998), 117-126.
3 p. Groth, ‘Frameworks for Cultural Landscape Study’ in P.Groth and T.W.Bressi, eds., Understanding
Ordinary Landscapes (New Haven, 1998), pp.1-21, p.1.
9 Bender has stated that ‘landscape has to be contextualized’, p.2 in B.Bender, ed., Landscape: Politics and
Perspectives (Oxford, 1993). Also see J.Thomas’s essay, ‘The Politics of Vision and the Archaeologies of
Landscape’ in B.Bender, ed, Landscape: Politics and Perspectives (Oxford, 1993), pp. 19-48.
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is concerned with what may be described as the contextualisation of everyday spaccs, or
the ordinary environment, including buildings, rooms, streets, fields or yards. Rescarch,
as that conducted within this thesis on ordinary environments, culminatcs in a decper
understanding of the engagement between people, place and their culture.'® Defining the
‘ordinary’ or ‘everyday,’ according to Groth, can be identified as that which is distinctive
from monumental style designs, which could overshadow the environment and are often
overlooked by those spaces deemed highly stylized or more ostentatious.!! In addition to
this, the understanding of physical spaces within a landscape is really to define and
interpret the symbolic and signifying representations of places. McRac has suggested that
in order to decipher the ‘rich plurality’ and representations of the land in the early modem
period it is essential to interpret the processes by which meaning was constructed.’ 12
Understanding space as a social phenomenon has been explored and discussed

within the context of mapping studies. Mapping studies, in the form of looking

contextually and visually at the geographical past, have successfully revealed the
importance of human histories, locally and nationally."” The theoretical framework for
this thesis intends to expand on spatial and mapping studies as already established by

Klein, Gordon and Zerubavel whilst also introducing and promoting a new textual

cartography for the late medieval and early modemn period, specifically the last will and
testament. The last will and testament is not only a ‘social maplike structure’ which

organises someone’s wishes at the time of their death but it also maps the past, present

M

10 i Bender, ed., Landscape: Politics and Perspectives (Oxford, 1993) p.2.

11 p_Groth, ‘Frameworks for Cultural Landscape Study’ in P.Groth and T.W.Bressi, eds., Understanding
Ordinary Landscapes (New Haven, 1998), pp-1-21, p.3.

12 A McRae, God Speed the Plough: The Representation of Agrarian England 1500-1660 (Cambridge,

1996)1 p'3'
13 Gee A. Gordon and B.Klein, eds., Literature, Mapping, and the Politics of Space in Early Modern Britain

(Cambridge, 2001); B.Klein, Maps and the Writing of Space in Early Modern England and Ireland
(Basingstoke, 2001); R.L.Sanford, Maps and Memory in Early Modern England: A Sense of Place
(Basingstoke, 2002); P.Laxton ed., The New Nature of Maps: Essays in the History of cartography
(London, 2001); E.Edson, Mapping Time and Space: How Medieval Mapmakers Viewed Their World
(London, 1997); E. Zerubavel, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past (London,
2003). A.D.Smith in Myths and Memories of the Nation (Oxford, 1999) has also emphasised the central
role of myth-making by communities in claiming territory and promoting notions of local loyalty,

see pps. 3-27.
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and the future of one’s life.'* It is therefore suggested that the last will and testament is a
‘sociomental topography of the past."s Zerubavel has examined how communities

structure time and found that societies organised their own histories ‘where the emphasis

is on collective remembrance rather than through first-person experience.’'

The will-making process was naturally collective since many testators did not
write their wills alone. Executors and witnesses needed to be there and family bequests
needed to be described carefully in order to securc family stability for the future. In
addition, Salter has commented on the tendency towards a morc ‘scientific’ or
‘cartographic’ approach to understanding places and has effectively rescarched the
‘individual’s perception of property...descriptions of property and living space’ within

1-17

testamentary material."" However, this thesis has carefully consulted over 1,400 wills to

reveal the complex social networks of island inhabitants with the mainland, archaic
religious practices and family customs, particularly on Sheppey. Furthermore, the
theoretical discussion of this chapter will attempt to examine the nature of mapping as a
process in relation to geographical visualisation and cognitive processes of interpretation,
including a final construction of meaning through either visual maps or descriptions in
documentation. Theoretical discussion will also focus on how spatial identification of
place is not limited to graphic representations. Various documents, spccifically

testamentary evidence, manorial records and deeds provoke graphic visualisations

through textual descriptions of space, and therefore place.'®

Differentiation between what is described here as graphic and textual mapping
needs to be understood in the following way: graphic explicitly refers to pictures used for

locating property, land or other structures, and textual refers to the written word in the

14 Zerubavel has researched the ‘social maplike structures in which history is typically organized in our

minds’, p.1. See E. Zerubavel, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past (London,

2003).

13 Gee E. Zerubavel, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past (London, 2003),
d-2.

ﬂ' See E. Zerubavel, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past (London, 2003),

1.2,
F’ E.Salter, Cultural Creativity in the Early English Renaissance (Basingstoke, 2006), p.63.
18 Differentiation between graphic and textual mapping needs to be understood in the following way:

graphic explicitly refers to pictures used for locating property, land or other structures, and textual refers to
the written word or descriptive writing of a particular location such as land, property or other structure
specifically named through a prose style of writing.
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identification of a particular location such as land, property or other structure specifically
named through a prose style of writing, such as that found within the testamentary

evidence.

The theoretical framework suggested here is one in which the mapping process
involves the transmission of space into a represented form (graphically or textually). The
process of mapping involves metaphorical aspects of organising, planning and presenting
information through visual or textual transformation.!” Also, the mapping process may
include the ‘converting [of] personal knowledge to transmittable knowledge® which could
be communicated graphically or textually.** Maps were designed to convey information,
implying communication as its fundamental purpose.  Furthermore, the tradition of
producing a medieval or Tudor map relied on a process of production which was based on
gathering information, usually textual descriptions, of a physical location, so the map-
making process was one of textual transformation too.”' The graphics of a map document
functioned as a final product of the mapping process.?? In addition, textual evidence,
such as that found within personal last wills and testaments, provides specific
descriptions of places which may be identified in visual categories. This visualization
presented a context to the interpretation of a place otherwise never considered within the
sphere of peasant freehold property owners and their perception of places.

The following principle explains in simple terms how a variety of documents

present different interpretations on the conception of space within the Islands of Sheppey.

19 cee A.H.Robinson and B.B.Petchenik, The Nature of Maps: Essays Towards Understanding Maps and
Mapping (London, 1976), p.ix for discussion on the philosophical aspects of how maps communicate the
transmission of knowledge. Also see J.B.Harley, The New Nature of Maps: Essays in the History of
Cartography, ed. by P.Laxton (London, 2001), p.21-22 for commentary on Harley’s last writings about
cartographers and how they ‘create a spatial panopticon’ from the knowledge embedded into a map’s
production. Laxton’s discussion is drawn from J.B.Harley’s *Maps, Knowledge, and Power’ in D.Cosgrove
& S.Daniels (eds.), The Iconography of Landscape: Essays on the Symbolic Representation, Design, and
Use of Past Environments (Cambridge, 1998), 277-312.

20 A H.Robinson and B.B.Petchenik, The Nature of Maps: Essays Towards Understanding Maps and

Mapping (London, 1976), p.4
2 g Edson, Mapping Time and Space: How Medieval Mapmakers Viewed Their World (London, 1999),

9.
g Ibid, p.9.
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Mapping, as a final conceptualised product concemed with recording spatial

interpretation, is therefore defined in two forms:

1.) The conception of space in planning and final construction of a navigational map,

as a flat and visually detailed design of the physical dimensions of the Islands of
Sheppey.

2.) The conception of space where information pertaining to the Islands of Sheppey is
described within a document, either as an object in or an event which took place
within a certain place. People, objects or events are described as existing within a
certain place on the Islands of Sheppey. This affiliation between people, objects,
events and places is multifunctional, complex and distinctive within surviving

testamentary material from the Islands of Sheppey.

Overall, mapping as a process, including physical maps, presents an opportunity to
engage with the evolving Island landscape to become more aware of all the subtleties in

space transmission, from the collective to the personal.
IL. Mental mapping, spatial cognition and navigation

The theoretical model of processing spatial information or ‘mental mapping’ has
been established by Gell, in ‘How to Read a Map: Remarks on the Practical Logic of
Navigation’.?’ Gell designed the mental map theory in response to a better understanding of
the processes involved in spatial cognition and navigation of symbols and images found
within maps. This theory may also be extended, for the purposes of this thesis, in reading

textually descriptive language found within testamentary material.

B A.Gell, A.Gell, ‘How to Read a Map: Remarks on the Practical Logic of Navigation® in MAN, The
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, vol. 20 (1985), pp.271-286.
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The following four phasecs are described below and attributed to Gell's initial

research. Firstly, before any type of map is produced, a mental working of the spatial

information is configured into a mental map, and in the casc of wills, a mental map is made
of past, present and future concerns for soul, family and property. It is worth noting here
that the implicit mapping of the character of the person who produced a will may also be
described as a mental map. For the purposes of this thesis it is important to undecrstand that
the clear identification of land or property, through the textual description of land or

property, was to ensure precise inheritance. Therefore, a 'mental map' of landed and

structural property was created within the textual will descriptions.

The second and third phase of mental mapping is the processing stage of the mental
map or the construction of the images in a visual mapping or the processing of land or
property description in textual form, as in the case of will evidence. The fourth phase is the
use of navigable keys by readers of maps or wills which validate the imagination of the
producer of each map and will. Symbols are used to identity physical objectivity and
location of a place. In the case of will evidence the testator followed a prescribed layout or
textual order which also served a navigational function for executors to ensure that the exact
postmortem family provisions were made on behalf of the deceased will maker. In addition,
descriptions of land or structural property were mapped or described in relation to specific

features such as boundaries, ownership of land by other individuals or within geographically

descriptive terms.

III. Types of mapping evidence: maps and wills

IIl.i. Maps

Maps are considered to be a scientifically objective measurement of space.?*

However, this thesis proposes that maps, in particular Tudor maps, also recorded the

* A.H.Robinson and B.B.Petchenik, The Nature of Maps: Essays Towards Understanding Maps and
Mapping (London, 1976); A.M.Maceachren, How Maps Work: Representation, Visualization and Design
(London, 1995); E.Edson, Mapping Time and Space (London, 1999); S.Tyacke, ed., English Map-Making
1500-1650 (London, 1983); P.D.A.Harvey, Maps in Tudor England (London, 1993); P.D.A.Harvey, 'Estate
Surveyors and the Spread of the Scale-Map in England 1550-1580" in Land. Hist, vol.15, 1993, pp.37-49;
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intuitive experiences of human beings as they lived and moved within a space. Maps
represent culture through its discourses, images and texts.” The complex signage, coding
and marks of maps have enforced their position as representational of rclationships
regardless of purpose.”® Despite the ambiguities shown within Tudor maps they recorded
the immediate environment of a place in time, encompassing immediate scnsory
experiences and responses to local distinctiveness and history by map readers, through the
map design and essentially the designer.?” King has suggested that maps may be
considered collective and unconscious cultural productions within themselves, frequently
including both natural and human made landscapes, commissioned for wider audiences
and involving social, economic and political interests.”®

Maps, in the past, were rarely read as ‘socially constructed forms of knowledge’

and are only just being recognised as an essential discourse for the interpretation of
culture.?’ Furthermore, maps have also been described as *metaphors for the territory and
the culture that created it’ implying subjectivity and representational knowledge which
might be religious, ideological, cultural and political.®® In addition, to map is to ‘take the
measure of a world in such a way that it maybe communicated between people, places or
times.” >! The maps of the Islands of Sheppey communicate not only the interests of map
commissioner and maker but also the diversity of early modern Island life and its cultural

surroundings; according to the wealthy and the outsider.

2 D.Wood, The Power of Maps (London, 1992), p.140 and 143,

% D.Wood, The Power of Maps (London, 1992), p.132. D.Wood explains how ‘maps are about
relationships. In even the least ambitious maps, simple presences are absorbed in multilayered relationships
integrating and disintegrating sign functions.’

77 See J.B.Harley, 'Meaning and Ambiguity in Tudor Cartography' in S.Tyacke, ed., English Map-Making
1500-1650 (London, 1983), pp.22-45.

2 G. King, Mapping Reality: An Exploration of Cultural Cartographies (LLondon, 1996), p.185; P.D.A.
Harvey, ‘THe Documents of Landscape History: Snares and Delusions® in Lands. Hist, (1991), vol.13,
gp.47-52, pp.47-49.

).B.Harley, ‘Maps, Knowledge, and Power’ in D.Cosgrove & S.Daniels, eds., The Iconography of
Landscape: Essays on the Symbolic Representation, Design and Use of Past Environments (Cambridge,
1998), pp.227-312, pp.277and 300.

3 See D.Turnbull, Maps as Territories: Science is an Atlas (Chicago, USA, 1989), pp.48-49. In addition
D.Turnbull has also stated that ‘maps are a way of ordering knowledge or making cognitive statements
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The large-scale early modern estatc map has in the past only been recognised for
its detailed visual form, within the context of the map-making revolution of the sixtecnth
ce:ntury..;32 The authors and designers of early modern maps constructed a cultural text,
where social knowledge was incorporated within map production. The ‘momentous
shifts in the European understanding of what it meant to chart, describe and analyse the
physical world and its human inhabitants’ cannot be assessed without discussion of the
political world of mapping as well.>’ In addition, maps of the early modern period reflect
a shift in map-making trends ‘where inscriptions of boundary lines on the ground and
their visualization in maps’ presented ‘new economic forces.”** It is proposed, within this
thesis, that early modern maps communicated contemporary perceptions of landscape,
land use and its inheritance from one map maker to the next. The early modern map
designer was an interpreter of space since how they perceived a location, and how it was
communicated within a map, reconstructed place through a language of signs and
symbols historians often overlook; including what has also been referred to as
‘cartographic semiotics.””®> Semiotics, or reading signs and symbols, requires the
understanding that there is a certain ambiguity between the sign and object, where the
sign represents itself as wholly separate from the object which it depicts, yet it

communicates.

32 Meaning and ambiguity within Tudor maps is examined in J.B.Harley, ‘Meaning and Ambiguity in Tudor
Cartography® in S.Tyacke, ed. English Map-Making 1500-1650 (London, 1983), pp.22-45; P.D.A.Harvey
refers to map-making in the sixteenth century as ‘revolutionary® in the ‘development of cartographic
technique including keys, symbols, and pictures® within his book, Maps in Tudor England (London, 1993),
p.7; P.D.A.Harvey, in ‘Estate Surveyors and the Spread of the Scale-map in England 1550-1580° in Lands
Hist, vol.15, 1993, pp.37-49, does state that the Tudor survey was the ‘closest, fullest, most exact view we
can get of the detailed landscape of Tudor England’, p.37.

3 In Lestringant’s Mapping the Renaissance World, the beginning of the late sixteenth century antiquarian
ethos of mapping was dominated with the preoccupation of representing reality. This *obsession’ 8cToss
Europe has been arguable due to worldly travel and the discovery of a the other; a ‘foreign reality’ beyond
the European world, p.1.

34 This idea is intriguingly suggested by B.Klein when he states further that this change in map making is
evidence of the progression from *feudalism to capitalism® creating ‘new economic forces,’ see page- 45 in
B.Klein, Maps and the Writing of Space in Early Modern England and Ireland (Basingstoke, 2001).

33 1.B.Harley, ‘Meaning and Ambiguity in Tudor Cartography’ in English Map-Making 1500-1 650, ed. by
S.Tyacke (London, 1983), pp.22-45. J.Harley suggests that the use of Erwin Panofsky’s iconology maybe
used by cultural historians in their interpretation of maps since iconology concemns itself *with the subject
matter or meaning of works of art, as opposed to their forms’, see p. 26. Also Harley suggests that map
reading may be referred to as ‘cartographic semantics® within this article. Klein has also expanded on
notions of ‘cartographic semantics® within the introduction to his book, B.Kle¢in, AMaps and the Writing of
Space in Early Modern England and Ireland (Basingstoke, 2001), pp.1-11.
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Signs and symbols, used as keys within maps represent a language and a code for
several different types of information which is visually read within a map, including the
physical, social, economic and powerful. The keys found within maps are
representational and fall within two categories, according to Tumbull in his book, Aaps
as Territories : 1) that which is iconic: attempting to directly portray a visual objcct or
aspects of a particular territory or 2) that which is symbolic: using graphics or other
features to represent aspects of a territory.”® The signs and symbols found within maps of
the Islands of Sheppey represent several human dimensions in conflict, such as the
success and power of wealthy landlords and the impact of their property on the Islands,

including the distribution of fields and land use.

IILii. Wilis

The individual last will and testament is the culmination of an entire individual
lifetime. Wills are essentially an individual’s map of their past, present and future,
created at a critical point in the lifecycle, at the point of death. The production of a last
will and testament was one of the only opportunities for an individual to express their

intentions for the distribution of their personal goods, property and frechold land after
death.

The imagery of a will is found within the words of the document. The personal
visualisations of the past, present, and future of relationships, including the descriptions
of personal belongings and who is intended to receive them, is all mapped in detail within
the text of the will document. Moreover, the specific detail found within Sheppey wills of
land and structural property and its location, including its boundaries with surrounding
land or property, maps people to others in social and family network groups, bound by
testator bequests. The patterns of people-centred relationships found within wills may be
traced through object bequests where a relationship pattern emerges as a model for
expectations after a testator's death. Relationships between people, family and kin are

% See D.Turnbull, Maps as Territories: Science is an Atlas (Chicago, 1989), p.3, for information about the
two types of representation in maps known as iconic and symbolic.
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also found to be centred on not only objects but also land or structural property and its
inheritance. Models or expectations established before death and sustained through the
inheritance of land or structural property are found within individual becquests.
Furthermore, patterns of inheritance amongst families in terms of the prescribed usc of
partible or impartible inheritance are also established and differ within local communities.

Individual wills also provide knowledge about landscapes in use through
classification systems, such as naming places and descriptive dctail used within the post-
mortem inheritance process. This process acts as a map of personal frechold land and/or
structural property.  Wills, through textual or descriptive language, trace and make
explicit the personal and mental construction of a place, thus enabling the will reader, as
executor or probate court, to locate the precise location of a place in order to ensure its
correct inheritance. The last will and testament maybe defined as containing within it an
individual's personal map of their freehold property, its position and location. D.Wood
has suggested that the concept of maps is about understanding what is ‘known instead of
what is merely seen.””’ Wills textually map areas which are individually known and
important to the testator and by doing this establishes that place’s history after their death.

Wills contain their own social system which formulates conceptions of personal
value including objects, land or structural property. Comprehension of these value-
objects, including land or property, are contained within a facade of imagined factuality,
including the personal relationship between testator and beneficiary, yet these are
narratives of reality at the time they were written.”® Wills do present some complexity
since personal choices exist within formulaic testamentary language; however, it 1S
important to remember that the existence of will evidence ‘in the absence of other
personal records’ provides ‘abundant personal and biographical evidence.’” Individuals
decide who to bequeath gifts to and what the gifts shall consist of, sometimes including

highly descriptive detail and instruction, including conditions which should take plac€

37 D.Wood, The Power of Maps (London, 1992), p.7
3% This concept has been adapted by C.Geertz, The Interpretation of Culture (London, 1975), p.23.
3 E.Salter, Cultural Creativity in the Early English Renaissance (Basingstoke, 2006), p.13 and 15.
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after the individual’s death if a recipient was to inherit a certain gift, whether it be land,

structural property, occupational equipment or personal belongings.*’

1V. The differences and similarities between maps and wills

There is an obvious distinction between the final product of a map and will. The
production of maps involved the transmission of place from a physical position to a
symbolic and visualised form. Although maps are spatial representations communicating
through symbols, wills are texts communicating through descriptions which were

visualised and then re-visualised in their reading.

Both types of evidence describe spatial arrangements within a landscape and
define and locate space in relation to other spaces. Maps visually reveal the location of
places in relation to others by proportionate scale, whilst wills describe places textually in
relation to other places using different methods of picturing which may be categorised as
symbolic. However, Robinson and Petchenik argue that maps are clearly different from
words since words lack ‘image, the most comprehensible form in which spatial
arrangements can be encoded or transmitted’.*  Robinson and Petchenik, both
cartographers, have limited their argument by focusing only on the image itself rather
than how images and imagery are subjected to a mental mapping process regardless of the
final medium. The following table 2.1 below considers that the final medium that

communicates spatial arrangements, either visual or textual, can both make use of

symbolic language. Both maps and wills provide spatial knowledge encoded and

symbolised in pictures and/or words which may be conceptual.

“ For example Robert Buckmer of Eastchurch left a will in 1536, where he bequeathed his tenement with
10 acres and 3 rodes of land to the two sons, Robert and Thomas, of his daughter Marion, under the
condition that their father was to be ‘excluded and putt owt’ if he returned home. Will reference: CKS
PRC 17/21/96.

' A.H.Robinson and B.B.Petchenik, The Nature of Maps: Essays Towards Understanding Maps and

Mapping (London, 1976), p.53.
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Table 2.1 Spatial Cognition of Map and Will Production

Map Production Will Production
1.) Spatial information/ 1.) Spatial information/
‘mental mapping’. ‘mental mapping’.
2.) Processing ‘mental map’. 2.) Processing ‘mental map’.
3.) Knowledge transformed into symbol.  3.) Knowledge transformed into symbol.
4.) Navigation of images for 4.) Navigation of images for
perceptual information. perceptual information.

The information provided by Table 2.1 demonstrates that research into the mecaning of place
requires an understanding of how meaning may be communicated through details describing
places. These descriptions can be found in documents that have prescribed communication
and cognitive systems, such as maps and wills. However, looking beyond the technical

nature of cartographical enquiries and into the tools of ‘dynamic information processing’

expands the researcher’s capacity for reconstructing local landscape and its cultural

connotations..42

V. The identification of places within maps and wills; relevant to the Islands of

Sheppey

Maps of the Islands of Sheppey and wills produced by islanders may be referred to
as evidence that generated images of territory physically present in the landscape. These
images are perceptions or thoughtfully constructed imaginings of contemporary
experiences of a specific locality within the Islands of Sheppey. As already suggested in
earlier sections o this chapter, maps and wills provide evidence relating to all aspects of a
landscape - physically and culturally.

In order to fully understand the similarities of the evidence in identifying places

on the Islands of Sheppey, a chart has been constructed below which describes the kind of

42 A M.Maceachren in How Maps Work: Represention, Visualization and Design (London, 1995) wrote that
the cognitive and semiotic structure of map reading offered a ‘framework for extending cartography from
emphasis on visual display to dynamic information-processing tools’, p.398.
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information about place which may be found within maps and wills. In addition, the
following table ‘Visualising Places within the Islands of Sheppey’ is unique to
information about the Islands of Sheppey since it highlights the compatibility of maps and

wills as equally visual documentation.

Table 2.2 Visualising Places within the Islands of Sheppey
Maps Wills
naming of landlords and their property naming of landlords and their property
naming of tenant property naming of {rechold property
naming of fields/ enclosures naming of fields/ enclosures
naming of hills, marsh, pits naming of hills, marshes, pits, hedges
naming of streets and boroughs
family naming of land or property family naming of land or property
identifying family with a property identifying family with a property
size of individual property size of individual property
places named after animals
locating mills locating mills
locating crosses
locating beacons
locating routeways/ streets
identifying types of transportation identifying types of transportation
directional references to landscape directional references to landscape
individual prevention of land disputes individual prevention of land disputes
Place names Place name
agricultural practices individual agricultural involvement
natural land use individual nat<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>