University of

"1l Kent Academic Repository

Scaife, J (1979) Venetian trade and commercial relations with England in
the early Tudor period, 1485-1550. Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) thesis, University
of Kent.

Downloaded from
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/86371/ The University of Kent's Academic Repository KAR

The version of record is available from
https://doi.org/10.22024/UniKent/01.02.86371

This document version
UNSPECIFIED

DOI for this version

Licence for this version
CC BY-NC-ND (Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives)

Additional information

This thesis has been digitised by EThOS, the British Library digitisation service, for purposes of preservation and dissemination.

It was uploaded to KAR on 09 February 2021 in order to hold its content and record within University of Kent systems. It is available

Open Access using a Creative Commons Attribution, Non-commercial, No Derivatives (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/)
licence so that the thesis and its author, can benefit from opportunities for increased readership and citation. This was done in line

with University of Kent policies (https://www.kent.ac.uk/is/strategy/docs/Kent%200pen%20Access%20policy.pdf). If y...

Versions of research works

Versions of Record
If this version is the version of record, it is the same as the published version available on the publisher's web site.
Cite as the published version.

Author Accepted Manuscripts

If this document is identified as the Author Accepted Manuscript it is the version after peer review but before type
setting, copy editing or publisher branding. Cite as Surname, Initial. (Year) 'Title of article'. To be published in Title

of Journal , Volume and issue numbers [peer-reviewed accepted version]. Available at: DOI or URL (Accessed: date).

Enquiries

If you have questions about this document contact ResearchSupport@kent.ac.uk. Please include the URL of the record
in KAR. If you believe that your, or a third party's rights have been compromised through this document please see

our Take Down policy (available from https://www.kent.ac.uk/quides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies).



https://kar.kent.ac.uk/86371/
https://doi.org/10.22024/UniKent/01.02.86371
mailto:ResearchSupport@kent.ac.uk
https://www.kent.ac.uk/guides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies
https://www.kent.ac.uk/guides/kar-the-kent-academic-repository#policies

VENETIAN TRADE AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH ENGLAND IN
EARLY TUDOR PERIOD, 1485-1550.

J. Scaife.

Ph.D. Thesis.
University of Kent at Canterbury, 1979.



IMAGING SERVICES NORTH

oooooooooooooooooo

BEST COPY AVAILABLE.

VARIABLE PRINT QUALITY



IMAGING SERVICES NORTH

Boston Spa, Wetherby
West Yorkshire, LS23 7BQ

www.bl.uk _

Best copy available

Print close to the edge of
the page and some cut off



IMAGING SERVICES NORTH

Boston Spa, Wetherby
West Yorkshire, LS23 78Q

www.bl.uk

PAGE NUMBERING AS
- ORIGINAL



To

Bernadine.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE

List of Maps, and Diagrams iv

List of Tables v

Abbreviations vi

Acknowledgements vii

Abstract viii

Introduction 1
IA. The Commodities of Trade: Exports 5
IB. The Commodities of Trade: Imports 56
3 G i Anglo-Venetian Trade: Balance or Imbalance 90
III. The State Organisation of Anglo-Venetian Trade 110
Iv. The Organisation of Private Business Enterprise

in Venetian Trade with England 156
V. The Venetian Community in England: Relations

with Urban Authority and Urban Society

1. The London Colony 194

VI. The Venetian Community in England: Relations

with Urban Authority and Urban Society

2. The Southampton Colony 239

VII. Venetian Merchants and the English Crown 291
VIII. Conclusion . 343

Appendix 360

Bibliography 380



DIAGRAM:

GRAPH:

2.

2.

3

MAPS AND DIAGRAMS

Distribution of kerseys by Venetians
Distribution of tin by Venetians
Major centres of Venetian residence,

1537-57, in relation to the wards of
Tudor London

Section of a galera da mercato of the
measure of Flanders c.1518

Section of a sixteenth century Venetian
carrack

The average price of pepper in Antwerp per
1b. of Antwerp in money of account of
Brabant, 1400-1550

The average price of pepper in London per 1b.
in sterling, 1400-1550

The average price of pepper at Venice in
ducats per cargo, 1410-1510

Alien imports of Malmsey wine into England,
1509-1547 '

iv

PAGE
12b

4To

213

111

196

60b

60b

60c

750



IIQ
III.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

XII.

XIII.

XVI.
XVII.

TABLES

Investments of the Badoer fraterna in English
commodities, 1539-44

English wool exports, 1485-1543

The average price for pepper in France by periods
of twentyfive years, from 1400-1550

BExchange and re-change between Venice and London,
1462-1512

Official sailing dates of the mude, 1480-1508

The arrival and departure of the Flanders galleys,
compiled from the local and royal customs accounts,
1463-1483

Weight of merchandise allowed for the scrigni of
the officers and galeotti of the Flanders galleys
in 1517

Official wages of galley officials and seamen on
the Flanders galleys, 1485-1517

Value of Venetian possessions in London for the
subsidy, 1541-1557

Comparison of the total value of Venetian
possessions in London by years

Venetians assessed for the subsidy in 1557

Analysis of the returns of the London subsidies

on Italians between 1455-59, and 1462-70: Merchants
Householders paying 40 shillings

Analysis of the returns of the London subsidies on
Italians between 1455-59, and 1462-70: Merchants
Householders paying 20 shillings

Analysis of the returns made on Italians in
Southampton, 1455-T1

Annual average total of royal customs collected in
Southampton in the early Tudor period, 1485-1545

The custom on cloth in the early Tudor period

Grants of denization made to Venetians

Ve

Page

11
28

61

92
116

118

146

147

200

201

201

205

206

245

266
294
Jae



A.A. Armi Antiche

Ag. Hist.Rev. Agricultural History Review

Am. H.R. American Historical Review

Annales Annales; Economies, Societes, Civilizations

A.P.C. Acts of the Privy Council

A.R. Accounting Review

A.5.T1. Archivio Storico Italiano

A.S.L. Archivio Storico Lombardo

A.S.V. Archivio di Stato di Venezia

ANV, Archivio Veneto

B.M. British Museum, London

B.M.V. Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venezia

Correr Museo Civico-Correr

C.L.R.O. City of London Record Office

C.P.R. Calendar of Patent Rolls

C.C.R. Calendar of Close Rolls

C.S.P.M. Calendar of State Papers, Milan

C.3.P.V. Calendar of State Papers, Venice

C.S.P.Sp. Calendar of State Papers Spain

C.E.H.E. Cambridge Economic History of Europe

C.H.J. Cambridge Historical Journal

Econ.Hist.Rev. Economic History Review

Eng.Hist.Rev. English Historical Review

E.C.P. Early Chancery Proceedings

E.E.T.S. Early English Text Society

Harl. Harleian MS.

H.C.A. High Court of Admiralty

J.Ec.B.H. Journal of Economic and Business History

J.BE.H. Journal of Economic History

J.P.Ec. Journal of Political Economy

L. & P. Calendar of Letters and Papers, Foreign and
Domestic, of the reign of Henry VIII.

M.M. Mariners Mirror

N.R.S. Northampton Record Society

N.AWV. Nuovo Archivio Veneto

0.E.D. Oxford English Dictionary on Historical Principles

P.R.O. Public Record Office, London

P.P.H.F.C. Papers and Proceedings of the Hampshire Field Club

Q.J.E. Quarterly Journal of Economics

/contd .



R.B.P.H.
R.H.
R.H.M.C.
Rot.Parl.
Sc.E.H.R.
S.C.R.0.
Stats.Realm
S.R.S.
T.R.H.S.

V. & A.

Revue Belge de Philogie et d'Histoire

Revue d'Histoire

Revue d'Histoire Moderne et Contemporaine
Rotuli Parliamentorum

Scandinavian Economic History Review
Southampton Civic Record Office

Statutes of the Realm

Southampton Record Society

Transactions of the Royal Historical Society
Victoria and Albert Museum, London

vi.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During the preparation of this thesis I have received much valuable
assistance and encouragement, which I acknowledge with deep gratitude. Professor
E.B. Fryde took a helpful interest in my researches whilst I was studying at the
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, and made valuable suggestions on a number of
points. Professor F.C. Lane was kind enough to share with me his profound
knowledge of the state galley system and of Venetian business practice. I am
indebted to many friends and colleagues for advice and criticism, freely given.
My greatest academic debt, however, is to Dr. P.J. Laven who supervised my
researches, and whose encouragement and guidance, cautions, queries, and
corrections supported me through an education in research. To the University
of Kent at Canterbury I owe a debt of special gratitude for admitting me as a
research student and enabling me to pursue my studies without financial hardship.
I acknowledge my indebtedness to the Rotary Club of Appleby-in-Westmorland, and
to the Rotary Club of America for their financial aid which enabled me to stay
in Venice, and to purchase microfilm.

My thanks are also due to the officials of the Public Record Office,
the British Museum Manuscript and Reading Rooms, and the Library of the Victoria
and Albert Museum. I also owe much to the invaluable services provided by the
archivists and officials of the London and Southampton Record Offices.

I received much kindness in Venice from the staffs of the various
archives and museums, who patiently listened to my problems, and my faultering
Italian, and who proferred much valuable advice. I wish to express my gratitude
for the kind assistance received from many members of the Archivio di Stato di
Venezia, the Museo Civico-Correr, the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, the
Biblioteca Querini-Stampalia, the Museo Navale di Venezia and other museums
under the Sopraitendenza ai Monumenti, and the institute of the Fondazione
Giorgio Cini at the Isola San Giorgio Maggiore.

I would also like to thank Mrs. J.M. Russell who assisted the
translation of various Flemish manuscripts and articles, and Mr. T. Russell
who gave me much of his valuable time in reading the manuscripts, and made a
number of important suggestions. To Mrs. Sheila Nash I owe a special debt of
gratitude for her painstaking labour in typing my final manuscripts. For
errors and shortcomings which - despite the guidance I have received from the
above - remain, I must accept responsibility.

Finally, to my wife, who tirelessly assisted with translations of
the many German sources referred to below, and for her forbearance and
encouragement from start to finish, without which it would have taken much
longer for this study to become reality, I owe far more than I can express.

vii.



ABSTRACT OF THESIS.

The half century between 1480-153%0 remains very much a no-man's-land
between the main interests of medievalists and early modernists, and it has
consequently failed to receive the attention that it merits. Whilst both
schools of historians agree that this was a period of transition for Italian
merchants trading with England, there has been little work into the commercial
activities of particular alien groups or individual merchants. It was time,
therefore, for an analysis of one of these alien trading communities.

The reign of Edward IV saw not only the zenith of Venetian
preponderance in the Anglo-Mediterranean trade, it also witnessed the beginning
of Venetian difficulties in their continued trade with England. Edward IV's
commercial policy had an immediate effect upon the Venetian monopoly. Richard III
placed further harsh restrictions upon Italians trading in England in order to
gain the support of the influential merchant class of London. The Venetian
Signoria hoped that, by speedily recognising the new Tudor regime, Henry VII -
out of gratitude - would repeal the Yorkist legislation hampering Venetian
trade with England and thereby enable the Venetian merchants to resume their
former monopoly. However, the Tudors were even more determined than their
Yorkist predecessors to support English merchants against alien monopoly. By
1511 English voyages to the Mediterranean had assumed the character of a
regular and profitable trade.

In assessing the continued importance of the commercial role played
by Venetian merchants in early Tudor England, it is seen that Venetian merchants
retained a large share of English trade with the Mediterranean, notably with
regard to exports. It is also clear that despite early setbacks the import of
certain luxury commodities remained firmly in Venetian hands.

That the Venetians remained important in many branches of English
trade may be attributed to the sophisticated organisation, business techniques,
and the vast network of mercantile and financial connections which the Venetians
maintained in the major markets of Europe and the Levant. The importance of the
Venetians to the English crown was paramount in the maintenance of their position.
This was not confined to purely trading functions. Important services were
rendered to the English crown. Many of these services were merely an extension
of normal mercantile activities and are reflective of continued Venetian
dominance in those areas. However, there are distinct indications that by
1550 the end of a long period of Venetian dominance in English economic history
was already in sight.

J. Scaife
Canterbury
1978
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INTRODUCTION

The most important single work and source book in English of
Anglo-Venetian relations in this period is the first six volumes of the

Calendar of State Papers, Venetian series, collected and edited by Rawdon

Brown, (London, 1864 - 84.). Volumes I and II are especially useful,
containing as they do the summaries of the official acts of the Venetian
government regarding the operation of the Flanders mude and the Cottimo

da Londra. They also contain useful introductions and appendices relating
to Anglo-Venetian trade, 1202 - 1558. However, the economic historian

in particular, who approaches the Calendar of State Papers, Venetian,

should be aware of the pitfalls in following Brown's work too closely.
There is much that Brown has omitted in editing these documents, and
notably amongst those relating to commerce, whilst the translations also
tend to have many errors attendant upon any work of this magnitude. Brown
was primarily concerned with those documents relating to the political and
institutional aspects of Anglo-Venetian relations, a prejudice common to
most Victorian historians; consequently, the Calendared documents, as
left by Brown, give a disproportionate emphasis to the state organised
side of Anglo-Venetian trade and commercial relations. Much that has been
written of Anglo-Venetian trade in the general economic histories of the
period has been taken from the calendared series, with the result that
this emphasis on the state organised trade has persisted. I have used

the Calendared documents largely as a guide to the evidence available in

the Archivio di Stato, and in most instances I have referred back to the

original documents in Venice. Over a hundred years have elapsed since
the publication of the Venetian calendar and little has been done in that
time to add significantly to Brown's labours. It was therefore time for
a re-survey of the materials at Venice, and of the transcripts and

original manuscripts which Rawdon Brown presented to the Public Record

office.(l)

(1) The contents of the Rawdon Brown collection at the Public Record
Office, reference P.R.O., 30/25, can be found in the List and Index

Society, Public Record Office, Gifts and Deposits, Supplementary
List, No.70.
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Much valuable information has been drawn from the Venetian
diarists and chroniclers of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, in
particular, the diaries of Marin Sanudo(l) and Gerolamo Priuli;(2) material

has also been drawn from the Cronaca di Antonio Morosini(B) and the

Annali veneti di Domenico Malipiero.(4)

The work of the Belgian archivist Gilliots van Severen in
calendaring the archival material of the town of Bruges(s) proved invaluable
for the Venetian trade with Flanders prior to 1519. In addition many recent
publications notably by A.A. Ruddock in England, and F.C. Lane in America
have made much incidental information on the Venetian and English economies
available to the student of Anglo-Italian commercial relations. It therefore
seems desirable that the commercial relations of Venice with England in the
later Middle Ages should form the subject of a study, which, in addition
to building on the work of Rawdon Brown and on these latest advances in
knowledge, should also explore further the available manuscript sources in
Venice and England.

One of the main purposes of this thesis is to draw the attention
of English historians to the rich sources of material relative to the
history of English overseas trade still to be found in the Venetian archives.

An introduction in English to the contents of the Archivio di Stato di

Venezia at the Frari is given very sketchily by Horatio F. Brown, in

Studies in the History of Venice.(6) The best guide remains Andrea da

(1) Marin Sanudo, I Diarii di Marin Sanudo (1495-1533) 58 vols.,
R. Fulin (ed.) R. Dep. Veneta di Storia Patria, Venezia,
1879-1903.

(2) Gerolamo Priuli, I Diarii di Gerolamo Priuli, (ed.) A. Segre, Rerum
Italicarum Scriptores 2nd. ed. vol. XXIV Part III, Citta di Castello,
1911. (ed.) R. Cessi, Bologna, 1933-37.

(3) Chronigue d'Antonio Morosini; extraits relatife ¥ 1'histoire de France.

(ed.) G. Lefévre-Pontalis, and L. Dorce,4 vols., Paris, 1898-1902,

(4) Domenico Malipiero, Annali venetis dell'anno 1451 al 1500 di Domenico
Malipiero, A.S.I., ser. 1, VII, Fiorenze, 1843.

(5) 'Inventaire des archives de la ville de Bruges,' Bruges, 1871; and
'Cartulaire de 1'ancienne étaple de Bruges,' Bruges, 1904-5.

(6) H.F. Brown, Studies in the History of Venice, New York, 1907, see

chapter on 'The Constitution of the Venetian Republic and the State
Archives.’
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Mosto's, 'L'Archivio di_ Stato di Venezia, indice generale, storico,

descrittivoed analitico,' Tomo, 1. Archivi dell'aministrazione centrale della

Repubblica Veneta e archivi notarili, (Bibliotéque des Annales Institutorum,

vol. V, Rome,1937). This contains a brief description of the various
governmental series and references to the mamuscript indices kept in the

Archivio di Stato, but not all series have yet been indexed. In addition

to the governmental series described by Da Mosto there are also several
private archives deposited at the Frari. The Notarial Archives contain
many extensive papers, amongst which there must be many records relating

to the English trade awaiting the diligent researches of future students.
However, these papers being arranged from the point of view of the notaries,
it is a difficult task trying to bring together information relating to

one specific branch of trade or even the operations of a single merchant.

Of the private archives at the Archivio di Stato, the Miscelldnea Gregolin

series is extremely rich in material relating to Venetian trade with
England and the Low Countries. It is not mentioned by Da Mosto, but the
guide to it at the Frari is the index 201. In this series the buste

(or bundles) 12, 12 bis and 12 terza are labelled 'Lettere commerciali',

buste 13, 14 and 15 are labelled 'Registri commerciali.' Another private

archive, I Registri Privati Contabili, Raccolta Barbarigo - Grimani, also

contains much valuable information relative to this study, consisting of
extracts from the ledgers of the Pisani fraterna. These private archives
were most important for my research in Venice. A great many other private
collections and family archives, as well as official state documents rest
in the Museo Civico-Correr, at Venice, notably the Priuli account books
referred to below, which form part of the collection Tron-DonE. The other

major depository in Venice used in this study, the Biblioteca Nazionale

Marciana, contains a large collection of manuscripts relative to a study

of the Anglo-Venetian trade.

In England, besides the valuable Rawdon Brown collection(l)

there is also much miscellaneous information relative to this subject

(1) P.R.0., 30/25.



both in the Public Record Office and in the British Museum. Most of this
material has been collected and published in calendared form by the Public
Record Office.(l) Many of the more important records contained in the
calendared publications have been used alongside the original manuscripts.
Where the argument rests solely on the interpretation of the calendared
entries this has been acknowledged in the footnotes. Prominent amongst
the English primary sources used in this study are the Particulars of
Customs and the Enrolled Customs Accounts. I have used these extensively
together with the local port books to give added weight and an extra
dimension to the Venetian source material. Two further useful sources
for the techniques of the Anglo-Venetian trade in this period are furnished
by the little used earlier records of the High Court of Admiralty,(2) and
by the Early Chancery Proceedings.

Finally, I have made extensive use of the local records kept
at London and at Southampton. At the London Record Office the Journals
of the Common Council, and the Repertories of Aldermen temp. Henry VII and
Henry VIII were particularly useful in tracing the activities of Venetians
in the metropolis. The Southampton source material is invaluable not only
as a record of Venetian shipping and trading activities in the port, but
also because it affords a valuable insight into the social activities of
the Venetian community in Hampshire and its relations with the borough of

Southampton at a time of growing economic nationalism in England.

(1) H.M.S.0., British National Archives, Sectional List 24.

(2) cf. A.A. Ruddock, 'The Earliest Records of the High Court of
Admiralty, 1515-1558', Bull. Inst. Hist. Res., XXII, 66,
1949.




1A

THE COMMODITIES OF TRADE : EXPORTS

The English national customs accounts, and especially the
Particular Customs Accounts, are in principle the only possible source from
which statistical data for the Anglo-Venetian trade in this period could be
obtained. 7Yet, although the accounts contain the names of the merchants,
dates of shipment and the names of the vessels and their masters, their
limitations are so fundamental that no statistical survey could satisfactorily
be made from them. Speaking of the Particular Customs Accounts as a possible
source for a general survey of English overseas trade Professor H.L. Gray
stated: "..... the results would be fragmentary. Relatively few of the
port books survive, and many of those which do are injured or extend over
periods briefer than a year. It would probably be impossible to reconstruct
from them the trade of all English ports for any single year of the fourteenth,
fifteenth or sixteenth centuries, to say nothing of a series of years."(l)
Even were these records complete, it would be impossible to extract from
them accurate figures for any one branch of English overseas commerce.
With very few exceptions the accounts for this period do not specify the
ports of destination and provenance of the shipments detailed, and while
experience may enable the student of Venetian history to identify in some
cases both merchants and commodities peculiar to that branch of trade this
will remain mere approximation.(z)

No branch of English trade could present more difficulties to the
statistician or reveal more clearly the limitations of the Particular Accounts
than the Anglo-Venetian trade in the early Tudor period. An attempt to
(1) sStudies in English Trade in the fifteenth Century, ed., by E. Power

and M.M. Postan, London, 1933. p.321. See also N.S.B. Gras,
The Early English Customs System, Camb. Mass., 1918 H.S. Cobb,

'Local Port Customs prior to 1550,' Journal of the Society of
Archivists, 1, no.8, 1958, pp.213-24.

(2) For example there are many complications relating to Italian surnames
in this period. There were Giustiniani resident at Genoca and Chios
as well as at Venice, and Michaeli at Florence and Venice; when
dealing with cittadini merchants the picture becomes even more
complex.

5.



extract some meaningful information from these records has confirmed the
intricate complexity of this commerce. Whilst for the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries one can follow to a large extent the state organised
trade of the Flanders galleys, the sixteenth century accounts for Southampton
are extremely fragmentary. Of the galley voyages, 1518-19, 1519-20, 1520-23
and 1531-33, the records are incomplete and unfortunately the account for
1522-23 was unfit for production during the period of this study. The only
existing Southampton Port Books relating to visits of the galleys after
1484-85 are for the years 1494-95 and 1504-05. Furthermore, there is a
general deterioration in the layout of the Southampton Port Books, since
from 1494 they are carelessly written and omit details relating to the
merchants and vessels. In the Port Books of the late fifteenth and early
sixteenth centuries the practice of naming the home ports of vessels
entering the harbour begins to fall off and in the sixteenth century very
few vessels are so identified. Similarly, the place of origin of the
merchants is also omitted in the sixteenth century books, and the immediate
destination of vessels in the port ceases to be recorded at all from the
late fifteenth century. Moreover, any study of Anglo-Venetian commerce in
the early Tudor period must take account of those branches of trade other
than the state galley traffic. Throughout this period the overland route
via Frankfurt and Antwerp was increasingly used by Venetian merchants, and a
significant amount of Venetian goods were regularly shipped in numerous small
vessels from London to Antwerp, and vice-versa. There is also reason to
believe that a small amount of Venetian trade may have been directed via
France; certainly Venetian merchants in London had trading contacts with
Rouen and Bordeaux in the sixteenth century. Since the fourteenth century
there had also been a lively and regular trade carried on with England in
private Venetian vessels. For the present thesis the Particular Accounts
have been used for illustrative rather than quantitative detail, though

some tentative conclusions concerning the general nature of thd trade have

resulted.



Unlike the Particular Customs Accounts, the Exchequer Enrolled

Customs Accounts survive almost completely intact, and provide a continuous

(1)

series of export figures for wool and cloth between 1485-1547, and
therefore I have utilised these accounts in so far as it has been possible
to do so. As the Enrolled Accounts are divided in the case of non-denizen
merchants, for the purpose of taxation, into Hanseatic and Alien accounts
it is possible to utilize the Alien accounts to illustrate the fortunes of
Anglo-Venetian trade, especially from Southampton as shipments from that
port are more likely to have been direct to Venice. Whilst the Hanseatic
share in foreign merchandise imported and exported is sufficiently clear(z)
there is no hint in the Enrolled Accounts as to how much of the remaining
sum of Alien imports and exports should be attributed to Italians, and how
much to other aliens. However, the Particular Accounts for the reigns of
Henry VII and Henry VIII show that very much of it, rated according to value
rather than according to bulk, was Italian, and that amongst the Italians the
Venetians accounted for a significantly large share. The Italians were
particularly well established in the trade of London and Southampton, a
fact that clearly emerges from the Particular Accounts for this period.
Venetian exports from England involved only a small number of

(3)

commodities. With the exception of woollen cloths and pewterware these

(1) The Enrolled Customs Accounts for the period 1485-1547 reveal the
bare outlines of England's total overseas trade. The standard source
is G. Schanz, Englische Handelspolitik gegen ende des Mittelalters,

2 vols, Leipzig, 1881, supplemented by P. Ramsey, 'Overseas Trade in
the Reign of Henry VII; the evidence of customs accounts,'
Econ.Hist.Rev., VI, No.2, 1953, and E.M. Carus-Wilson and 0. Coleman,
England's Export Trade 1275-1547, Oxford, 1963. For the tin trade
see J. Hatcher, English Tin Production and Trade before 1550,

Oxford, 1973.

(2) In the following discussion the distinction between Hansards and
Aliens will be maintained throughout.

(3) 1In the majority of instances woollen cloths exported by Venetians
were exported in a 'raw' or unfinished condition, the final processes
of dyeing and shearing were performed at Venice, and thus strictly
speaking cloths were only a partial exception to the rule that
Venetian exports were largely raw materials.

Te



commodities were all raw materials essential to Venetian industry and the
re-~export trade to the Levant. The relazione of Andrea Trevisan, 1498,
emphasises the economic importance of England in Venetian eyes:-

"Le richezze d'Inghllterra sono maggiori che in altro luogo

d'Europa per quanto mi & stato detto da antichissimi et

esperti mercanti, et per quel etiamdio, che io medesimo ho

potuto giudicare per quel tanto che hd veduto." (1)
Throughout the entire Tudor period Venetian exports from England were
dominated by a single commodity - woollen cloth. As early as 1265 various
types of English cloth were included in the lists of commodities on which

(2)

customs were payable at Venice. Despite the traditional importance of
wool in Anglo-Venetian trade in the middle ages it was probably English
woollen cloths rather than wool . itself that first drew the Venetian galley
fleets to Bnglish waters in the early fourteenth century.(3) From the
mid-fourteenth century the Flanders galley fleets found it increasingly
difficult to find an adequate return cargo in the Low Countries in face

of the decline in the Flemish cloth industry. The place of the Flemish
draperies was taken by Bnglish cloths, and with the rapid development of
the English cloth industry in the fourteenth century,(4) English draperies

soon replaced those of Flanders in the major Mediterranean and Levantine

(1) Relazione al Senato de Andrea Trevisan, 1498, in L. Firpo, (ed.)
Relazioni Ambasciatori Veneti, Torino, 1965. p.46.

(2) C.S.P.V., I, 3. and p. cxl. These were largely English Stamfords,
and included coloured as well as plain cloths.

(3) For the development of regular Venetian galley voyages to
England in the fourteenth century see F.C. Lane, 'Merchant
Galleys, 1300-34: Private and Communal Operation,' in
Venice and History : the collected papers of Frederic C. Lane,
Baltimore, 1966,

A. Schaube, 'Die Anfange der venetianischen Galeerenfahrten
nach Nordsee,' in Historische Zeitschrift ser, 3. v, 1908, p.38.
R. Cessi, 'Le Relazioni commerciali fra Venezia e la fiandra
nel secolo XIV', in N.A.V., n.s. XXVII, 1914.

(4) See H.L. Gray, 'The Production and Export of English Woollens
in the Fourteenth Century' BEng.Hist.Rev., XXXIX, 1924,




(1)

markets.
It is clear from the existing London hosting accounts(z) of the
mid-fifteenth century that the value of cloths exported annually by Italians
from England was much higher than Professor de Roover's statements(3)
suggest. Professor Fryde(4) has shown that, between 1440-43, Italian
merchants acquired English cloth worth at least £46,360. The purchases
of the Venetians formed 88% of this total. As many of the Venetian merchants
mentioned in the customs and hosting accounts acted as agents for other
Venetian firms, the commercial transactions of these men do not therefore
represent simply the preferences of a few Venetian merchants, but reflect
the business interests of a much wider group of Venetians engaged in trade

with England. From the existing evidence it is clear that the Venetians in

(1) The rapid expansion of English cloth exports to the Levant by
Venetian merchants in the fourteenth century led the woollen
manufacturers of Venice to petition the Senate for protective
measures, C.S.P.V., I, 24. There are numerous references in the
A.S.V., Senato Misti series omitted by Rawdon Brown, which relate
to the re-export of western (i.e., Flemish and English) cloths
to the Venetian Levantine empire in the fourteenth century, e.g.,
A.S.V., Senato Misti 40 fl46r, 41 f79r, 42 ff53v, 85v, 100v, 1lllv,
143r, 148v, 149r, et seq.. Imports of English cloth had increased
to such an extent by 1385, by which time the Flanders galleys were
shipping cloth direct from England, that the Senate found it necessary
to legislate in such a way as to deter these large imports of cheap
English cloths, which were rapidly undermining the traditional
markets of Venice's own woollen industry. The decree of 1l4th July,
1385, laid down a 10% duty on all foreign cloths imported into
Crete, Coron, Modon, Corfu and Negroponte. Further measures were
found to be necessary in 1388. By 1394 the situation had deteriorated
to such an extent that the Senate was forced to raise the duty to
20%. Ibid., 39, f108r.

(2)  P.R.0., K.R. Exchequer Accounts, Various, E101 128 (30-31). The
London hosting accounts relate to a period when Italian shipments
of English cloth reached their peak, see E.M. Carus-Wilson and
0. Coleman, Op.cit., P.95.

(3) R. de Roover, 'Le balance commerciale entre les Pays-Bas et
1'Italie au quinziéme siecle,' R.B.P.H. XXXVII, 1959, pp.374-86.
De Roover restated the whole thesis briefly in 'The Bruges Money
Market around 1400,' in which he widened his previous formulation
of this thesis by suggesting that during the greater part of the
fifteenth century "the balance of trade with Italy tended to be
deficitory for northern Europe because there was no longer any
sizeable market for Flemish or even for English cloths.", in
Verhandelingen van de Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie voor
Wetenschappen, Letteren en Schone Kunsten van Belgie, Klasse
der Letteren, XXX, 1968, pp.42-3. See also below, my chapter
on Anglo-Venetian trade : Balance or Imbalance?

(4) E.B. Fryde, 'Anglo-Italian Commerce in the Fifteenth Century :
Some Evidence About Profits and the Balance of Trade', R.B.P.H.,
L. 1972, pp.345-55. o



the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were above all interested in exporting
English cloths. In the fifteenth century of sixteen important Venetian
dealers covered by the hosting accounts only one showed a marked preference
for purchasing wool.(l). Two Venetian firms established in England in the
fifteenth century well illustrate this preference,(z) between 1440-44 the
partnership of Federico Corner, Carlo Contarini and Partners purchased
£9,730. 6s. worth of English cloth for export, compared with only £498. 10s.
spent on wool, and the firm of Lorenzo Marcanuovo and Co., between 1438-44,
made total disbursements of £15,472. 17s. 1lld. on English cloths and only

(3)

£400 on wools. Equally Professor Lane has shown that these agents in
England were given instructions as to purchases to be made. This is
confirmed by my own researches into the sixteenth century Venetian commission
agent Martin di Federico, many of whose letters and papers survive as a
result of bankruptcy proceedings against Federico in the Court of Admiralty,
in 1541.(4) Thus Andrea Barbarigo directed his agent Giovanni Marcanuovo

to acquire cloths made by E. Webber, and these instructions were carried out
to Barbarigo's satisfaction. Cloth constituted over 90% of the value of
Marcanuovo's exports between 1438-44. His exports were on such a scale

that he was able to secure a rebate in freight charges on cloth shipped from
England to Venice on the Flanders galley fleet of 1441. Martin di Federico,
a Venetian commission agent resident in London in the early sixteenth century

(5)

was one of the most important exporters of English cloth in the 1530's.

(6)

Federico was deeply involved in the export of kerseys. His purchases

were made for clients in Venice, who placed specific orders with him and

(1) P.R.0., Exchequer Accounts, Various, E10l. 128/30 mm.7-8.

(2) The following information was kindly communicated to me by
Professor Fryde.

(3) F.C. Lene, Andrea Barbarigo, Merchant of Venice 1418-49,' New
York, 1967, pp.l128, 131.

(4) P.R.O., H.C.A. 13/4, 23/10. See below pp. 24-25, 180-8l.
(5) e.g., P.R.O., E122. 82/8,

(6) 1Ibid., H.C.A. 13/4 f£f 278, 287, 290, 292-3.
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(1)

despatched money to him by bills of exchange drawn on Venetian firms in
London. Another Venetian firm deeply involved in the export of English
cloths in the sixteenth century was the Badoer fraterna of Zuan Francesco

and Zuan Alvise Badoer.(z) Between 153%39-44 the Badoer invested 42,878 ducats
in kerseys and broadcloths (see Table I), out of a known total investment

of 47,940 ducats in western commodities. Much of the cloth was exported
overland via Antwerp commission agents.

Table I

INVESTMENTS OF THE BADOER FRATERNA IN ENGLISH COMMODITIES 1539-44(3)

Year Wool Cloth Tin Agents Total
1539 - 2,365 2,896 30 5,291
1540 - 12,633 194 - 12,827
1542 - 15,952 - - 15,952
1544 2,304 11,928 54357 3,601 23,170
TOTAL 2,304 42,878 8,427 3,631 57,240

Cloth absorbed 75'-77Z>f the total investment of the Badoer in English
commodities in these years, whilst wool constituted only 4.8%, and tin 17.5%
of the total. While much more information is required these few examples
are typical of many similar investments made by Venetians in the fifteenth
and sixteen centuries. Venetian merchants appear to have exported chiefly
woollen cloths of medium quality from England, priced at between £1. 4s. and
£2. per cloth, but English cloths of almost every kind, with the notable
exception of worsteds, were handled by Venetians, a variety that the customs
accounts normally conceal. The Particulars of Account of R. Bukberd and

(4)

N. Waryng, collectors of a subsidy of poundage for London, 1509, show

Venetian shipments of cloth of grain, cloth without grain, whites, kerseys

(1) Ibid., H.C.A. 23/10

(2) A letter book relating to the Badoer family's commercial
dealings in the London market is preserved in the A.S.V.,
Miscellanea Gregolin, busta 12 bis.

(3) All figures given are in Venetian ducats. The ducat being
worth between 52-54d. sterling in the 1530's. A.S.V.,
Senato Terra, 26, f232r. B.M., Harl. MSS.442 ff37.51.

(4) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts E122. 81/2.
11.



both white and coloured, and cottons. Other accounts confirm the wide variety
of Venetian cloth exports, and the subsidy of poundage for London, of 1509,
which differentiates between kerseys and cloth without grain, indicates the

importance of kerseys for Venetian exporters. A considerable proportion of

(1)

the cloths exported came from the west of England. Kerseys were regarded

as particularly suitable for re-export to the Levhnt,(z) where they were in

great demand, so much so that by the late fifteenth century, and possibly
earlier, they had become an indispensible commodity of sale in the Levant
for Venetian merchants in return for purchases of eastern luxury goods. By
mid-sixteenth century Venetian trade with the Levant was largely dependent
upon their continued supply, and the arrival of English kerseys in the

Levantine markets overland from Muscovy in the 1550's and 1560's seriously

(3)

worried Venetian merchants. Profits on English cloth were ccasiderable,

In 1441, Andrea Barbarigo received a cargo of English cloths and tin at

(4)

Venice, on which his agents in England had spent some 5,420 ducats.

The cloths alone were worth £739. They consisted of 16 expensive

(5) (6)

mostovalieri, which varied in value at this period from £5. to £8. each,

(1) P.R.0., E.C.P. 280 (79).

(2) U. Tucei, Lettres d'un marchand vénitien Andrea Berengo,1553-1556,

Paris, 1957, passim.. P. Earle, 'The Commercial Development of
Ancona, 1479-1551! Econ. Hist. Rev., n.s..XXII, 1969, pp.28-44.

(3) R. Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and

Discoveries of the English Nation, 8 vols. Everymen edition, 1907.
I. pp.397-8, 438-68. 1II, pp.l-52, 113-32, W. Foster, England's

Quest of Eastern Trade, London, 1933, pp.l4-45. N. Steensgaard,

Carracks, Caravans and Companies, Odense, 1973. G. Berchet, (ed.)
Relazioni dei censoli veneti nella Siria, Torino, 1866, passim.

(4) Approximately £900, reckoning on a ratio of 1 ducat = 40d. sterling,
cf. 'The Noumbre of Weights,' B.M., Cottonian MSS, Vespasian
E.IX, fl08r.

(5) I am unable to discover how these cloths were made up; they are
frequently mentioned in records of the fifteenth century.
'Musterdevelers' or 'Mustyrdderyllers', in English, were
undoubtedly a make of light woollen cloth, possibly manufactured
originally at the town of Muster-de-Villiers near Harfleur, see
H. Norris, Costume and Fashion, (1066-1485) II, London, 1927, p.463.

(6) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts, E.10l. 128/30 ff4, 6.
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100 bastards,(l) and 550 pieces of much cheaper cloths. The sale of the
cloth in Venice and at Constantinople,and Fermo, in the Romagna, and the
recovery of the money from the buyers took several years. His profits from
the whole series of transactions amounted to about one third of the original
investment. If the dealings in cloth are analysed separately from Badoer's
overall business, however, we get a high rate of return, amounting to about
38% of the original outlay in England.(Z) The profits of Barbarigo from the
export of English cloth in the fifteenth century can be compared with the
figures provided by the English ambassadors Gardiner and Fox, in 1528. The
two Bnglishmen writing from Orvieto reported that English cloths worth £1.
in England were worth over £. in Italy, and yet were not procurable in

(3)

sufficient quantities. Unfortunately many more such examples are
necessary, but even this amount of evidence seriously suggests the Venetian
merchants investing in English cloths were assured of a high rate of profit
in Italy, in spite of the exceptionally high costs incurred through the high
freight rates charged on Venetian galleys and carracks in the early sixteenth
century. See Appendix II.

Thus long before the sixteenth century English wool had been shipped

to Venice, less as a raw meterial but rather in the manufactured form. If we

regard one sack of wool as the equivalent of 4% cloths of assize(4) then the

(1) Bastard cloths were probably a cheaper light cloth, made up of
two distinct kinds of wool, different types of yarn being used
for the warp and for the weft, and originated in the west of
England, see G. de Poerck, La draperie médiévale en Flandre et en
Artois, Technique et Terminologie, Bruges, 1951, II. p.1l6,and 'Il
libro dei conti di Giacomo Badoer, Constantinople, 1436-40' ed.
V. Dorini and T. Bertele, Roma, 1956, passim.

(2) F.C. Lane, Venice and History, pp.118-25.

(3) L. &P., IV (ii) 4090. Gardiner and Fox to Brian Tuke,
Orvieto, 23 March, 1528.

(4) Professor Gould assesses this as the "approximate average of
the closely agreeing values chosen by other scholars or
mentioned by contemporaries." J.D. Gould, The Great Debasement,
Oxford, 1970, pp.119-21.
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dominance of cloth over wool in Venice's woollen export trade from England
becomes apparent. For example, in 1508, 12,000 pieces of assorted cloths
and kerseys were awaiting shipment on the Flanders galleys, which had also
loaded 1,200 sacks of wool.(l) The 12,000 pieces of cloths and kerseys
equate to approximately 2,666 sacks of wool, a far larger quantity than the
amount of raw wool shipped that year on the state galleys. In 1505 the

(2)

galleys had loaded 9,000 kerseys alone, the equivalent of 2,000 sacks.

In 1515, the Malipieri shipped 470 sacks of wool to Venice with 2,400

coloured kerseys and 500 broadcloths in an English vessel. The combined

total of cloths was the equivalent of 644 sacks.(3) Finally, in 1527, Stefan
de Nadal exported 1,000 kerseys, 250 other cloths and 60 sacks of wool, along
with other goods belonging to Venetian merchants.(4) This dominance of cloth
over wool in Venetian exports from England in the sixteenth century reflects
the national trend. Between 1500-43 cloth accounts for between 66.8 and 92.1%
(5)

of total annual woollen exports. In only one year after 1522-23 does cloth
account for less than 80% of the whole.

While the export of raw wool shows an overall decline in t he first half
of the sixteenth century, cloth exports show an upward trend.<6) Although
the amount of cloth exported annually fluctuates between quite wide margins,

the alien share of cloth exports remains remarkably static. For the

quinquennia(7) 1500/05 - 1545/50 the alien percentage of the average total

(1) sanudo, 1 Diarii, VII, 13 May, 1508.

(2) 1Ibid., VI. 5 August 1505.

(3) Ibid., XX, 15 June, 1515.

(4) A.S.V., Miscellanea Gregolin, busta 12 bis, Letter of Stefan de
Nadal to Martin di Federico, his London agent, dated Venice,
26 April, 1527.

(5) These figures are taken from J.D. Gould, op.cit., Table XII, p.120.

(6) F.J. Fisher, 'Commercial Trends and Policy in Sixteenth-Century
England', Econ.Hist.Rev., X. 1940. J.D. Gould, op.cit., pp.173=5,
E.M. Carus-Wilson, and 0. Coleman, op.cit., pp.112-9.

(7) The calculations are made from Michaelmas to Michaelmas.
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annual cloth export is 42, 44.7, 42.9, 43.4, 41, 39.8, 42.6, 44.1, 49.1, 40.5
respectively. Only in the period 1540-45, when alien exports amounted to
49.1% of the whole is there any marked change in the elien share of English
cloth exports. The 1540's witnessed the exportation of English kerseys and
broadcloths on a large scale by Venetian merchants overland to Venice through
Flemish and Italian commission agents in Antwerp.(l)
The Enrolled Customs Accounts probably provide a more reliable index
of total exports than of the distribution of the cloth trade between denizen,
hanseatic and alien merchants. There is much evidence, English and Venetian,
to suggest that the favourable terms on which merchants of the Hanse exported

cloth encouraged deceptions. Many Venetian merchants shipped cloths by

arrangement with Germen merchants in this period.(z) Similarly, the higher

(1) Ww. Brulez, De firme della faille en de internationale handel van Vlaamse

firma's in de l6e eeuw., Brussel§, 1959; ibid., 'Lettres commerciales de
Daniel et Antoine van Bombergen a Antonio Grimani, 1532-1543; Bulletin de
1l'Institute historigue belge de Rome, XXXI, 1958: ibid., 'L'exportation
des Pays-Bas vers l'Italie par voie de terre au milieu de XVI® siécle,'
Annales, XIV, 1959, pp.461-91: 1b1d., 'Les routes commerciales

d'Angleterre en Italie au XVI® 31ecle,' Studi in (nore de Amintore Fanfani,

Milan, 1962, IV, pp.l121-84; 1b1d., 'Le commerce international des Pays-Bas

au XVI® 51écle : essai d'appréciation quantitive,' R.B.P.H., XLVI, 1968,

pp.1205-21. P. Earle, art.cit. pp.28-44. F. Edler 'The van der Molen

commission merchants of Antwerp : trade with Italy, /§38-44', Medieval

and Historical Essays in Honour of J.W. Thompson, (ed.). J.C. Cate and

E.N. Anderson, Chicago, 1938, pp.78-145: ibid., 'Winchecombe Kerseys

in Antwerp, 1538-44', Econ Hist.Rev., VII, 1936-37. E. Coornaert,
Anvers au XVI® 81ec1e- La firme della faille,' Annales, 8, 1936.

ibid., 'Notes pour l'hlst01re du commerce des Pa S—Bas avec 1l'Italie

du sud et les au-dela a la fin du XV€ et XVI® siecles, Studi in onore

di Amintore Fanfani, Milano, 1962, IV, pp.395-409.

(2) For German-Venetian commercial and trading links in this period see
H. Simonsfeld, Der Fondaco dei Tedeschi und die deutsch-venetianischen

Handels beziehungen., Stuttgart, 1887, 2 vols., P. Braunstein, 'Relations

d'affaires entre Nurembergeois et Venitiens & la fin du XIVe sikcle',
Melanges d'archeologle et d'histoire de 1'Ecole Frangais de Rome: LXXVI
1964. G. Strauss, Nuremberg in the sixteenth century,' New York, 1966.
Ranke, 'Kolns binnen-deutscher Verkehr im 16 und 17 Jahr hundert,' in
Hansische Geschichtsblatter, XXIX, 1924. W. von Stromer, 'Nuremberg
in the International Economies of the Middle Ages,' B.H.R., XLIV, 1970
pp.210-25. K. Hohlbaum, Kolner Inventar, 2 vols. 1896. especially I
pp.383-4. A. Huyskens, 'Die Krisis des deutschen Handels wahrend des
geldrischen Erbfolgekrieges, 1542-43,' in Annalen des historischen
vereins fur dem Niederrhein, 81, 1906, pp.46-70. B, Kuske, 'Dle Handels
beziehungen zwischen Koln und Itallen im spateren—mlttelalter,
Westdeutsche Zeitschrift fur Geschichte und Kunst. XXVII, 1908.

J. Muller, 'Das Rodwesen Bayerns und Tirols im Spatmittelatter und zu
Begiun der Neuzeit,' in Vieteljahrschrift fur Sozial und Wirtschafts-
geschichte, III, 1905, pp.361-420, 556-626. A. Schulte, Geschichte
des mittelalterlichen Handels und Verkehrs zwischen Westdeutschland
und Italien mit Ausschluss von Venedig, Leipzig, 1900.
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customs duties paid by aliens resulted in the shipment of Venetian goods in
the name of denizens and English collaborators. Certainly contemporaries
(1)

claimed that the privileges of the Hanse were abused. Jan van Brugge, a

merchant of the Hanse was fined and disfranchised by the Aldermen and
merchants of the Steelyard for exporting cloth to Flanders on behalf of non-

(2)

Hanseatic alien merchants. Lorenzo Pasqualigo shipped large quantities

of English goods to Venice through German collaborators between 1510-19.(3)
However, collusion between Hanseatics and Venetians must have remained a
comparatively unusual occurrence; a more common practice was the shipment of
cloth in the name of Englishmen. In the reign of Henry VIII a bill for an
act of Parliament demanded that no woollen cloth or kerseys be exported
without first paying customs, subsidies and other duties at the alien rate
since Englishmen had recently been deceitfully practising with alien merchants.(4)
%here is abundant evidence in the Venetian archives, the records of the High
Court of Admiralty, and elsewhere that it was a common practice for Venetian
merchants to enter goods in another name in order to defraud the customs, or
to protect them at sea from hostile parties, although the latter form of
arrangement was generally made before the Customs Houses and therefore
did not involve customs evasion.

The consequences of the proclamation of 26th February, 1539, "that

straungers shall paye like custome and subsidy as the Kinges subjiectes,"(s)

(6)

for Venetian trade with England must have been marked. During the seven

year period when aliens exported at the same rate as denizens, alien cloth

(7)

exports rose spectacularly, whilst those of denizens fell. Aliens were

(1) J.D. Gould, op.cit., p.148.
(2) P.R.0., E.C.P. 123(62).

(3) Sanudo, 1 Diarii IX-XVIII, passim., eg.XVII, 1 September, 1513.
Letter of Antonio Bavarin to the C& da Pesaro in Venice.

(4) L. &P., add., I, (ii), 1848.
(5) schanz, op.cit., II, pp.602-4. J.D. Gould, op.cit., pp.147-8.

(6) For example the vast increase in the Badoer investments in cloth
between 1539-44, supra, p.ll.

(7) J.D. Gould, loc.cit., E.M. Carus-Wilson and 0. Coleman, op.cit.,
pp.118-9, 140-1, 148-9.
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exporting from London only 4.8% of national woollen exports between 1536/7-
1537/8; in the period 1538/39-1545/46, however, alien exports had risen to
25.4%, and in the period 1547-48 and 1549—50(1) alien cloth exports from
London had collapsed to only 0.8% of the national total.(z) One major effect
of the proclamation of 1539 was to make it no longer profitable for aliens to
export in the name of Englishmen, and if it is necessary to invoke this factor
in explaining export trends, between 15%6-50, then the Enrolled Accounts
appreciaebly underrate alien exports of cloth during the early sixteenth

3) reduced the privileges granted to

century. The Navigation Act of 1540(
aliens in the previous year. After 1540 the new concessions applied only to
those aliens shipping in English vessels. Moreover, the probability that
there was a trade in export licences granted to courtiers in the reigns of

(4)

Henry VII and Henry VIII to export cloth free of customs may have resulted
in similar distortions on a smaller scale. Finally, if the Enrolled Accounts
are an imperfect guide to the distribution of cloth exports between English
and Italian merchants, the figures as a whole are impaired by the evasions
of both English and alien merchants. 1In 1511, John Sharp was appointed as
the King's solicitor in all ports from which kerseys were shipped to prevent
the frauds practised in the reign of Henry VII by aliens.(S) It was alleged

that merchants had been customing three kerseys for one whole cloth, valued at

40s., instead of 60s., which was a considerable loss to the King's revenues.

(1) The returns for 1548-49 are insufficient to permit calculations.

(2) The corresponding figures for denizens are 46.8, 37.3 and 60.3%
respectively. Gould's figures tend to exaggerate the significance
of the period 1538-46, since the adjacent years were particularly bad
ones for alien cloth exports, but he is probably correct in believing
that the trends in denizen and alien exports cannot be explained
entirely in terms of the stimulus given to alien exporters by the
proclamation of 1539.

(3) stats. Realm, 32 Hen.VIII, cl4.

(4) This practice was increasingly resorted to by Henry VIII in the
later years of his reign to counteract the stringent measures passed
against the export of unfinished cloth.

(5) L. &P., I.(i). 885 (i).
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The Particular Accounts testify to the large and frequent shipments
of cloth made by Venetians at London and Southampton in the early Tudor period.
The surviving Port Books provide only fragmentary information concerning the
shipment of cloth by Venetian merchants, but the Enrolled Accounts provide a
clue as to Venetian cloth shipments. The peaks of alien cloth exports from
Southampton clearly coincide with the arrival of Venetian galleys and carracks
at that port. Large quantities of cloth were being exported by aliens from
the Hampshire port in most years until 1509; thereafter the figures are
only equalled with the return of the galleys in 1518-19, 1519-20, 1522-23% and
1532-33, and in those years when one or more Venetian carracks or English
vessels are in port loading goods for Venice and intermediate Italian ports.(l)

Towards mid-century there are frequent complaints by Venetian
merchants in Venice to their London agents(z) of the poor quality of English
cloths exported. Traditionally English broadcloths had been exported in an
undyed state by Venetian merchants due to the more professional cloth finishing
industries at Venice, and to the ill-repute of the English shearmen and fullers.
In 1552 several English cloths were cut into pieces and openly displayed in a
window at Rialto with a sign declaring them to be false and condemned. This
provocative act led to a strong complaint from the Privy Council.(B) On
20th November, 1552, Peter Vannes, the English ambassador at Venice, wrote
to the Privy Council of the outcome of his complaint to the Signory. The

Republic had declared the cloths to be false, he wrote,(4)

(1) Between 1510-30 the Venetians made frequent use of English,
Spanish, Genoese and even Ragusan shipping to supplement their
own merchant marine which nevertheless underwent a revival
in the sixteenth century, and from the 1520's Venetian carracks
began to regain their former position of dominance on the North
Sea - Mediterranean route, see F.C. Lane, 'Venetian Shipping
During the Commercial Revolution,' in Venice and History, pp.3-24.

(2) P.R.0., H.C.A. 24/10.

(3) Cal. St. Papers. foreign. Edward VI, 1547-53, 582.

(4) Ibid..

18.



"because they were with certain marks called 'portata' wrought in
wool, like to the mark of Venice, and not in thread, as strange

cloths be accustomed to have. Had told them that whatsoever law
it were here, the cloths of England could not be compelled to be
otherwise wrought than it should please the King or the ancient
custom of his realm; as he did believe the said cloths were none
other, having besides these 'portata', or marks wrought in cloth,
the sign of the crown; and for their goodness, he was well assured
that through the world were no truer or better cloths made than
English cloths; and doubted not their Ambassador(l) in England
had advertised them of this matter."
In reply the Signory said that it had not been done in 'contumely of the King's
Majesty or derogation of the reputation of the English cloths', but because
their statutes required such an action, and because merchants had counterfeited
the 'portata' for the better utterance of their cloths. Vannes report
continues:~
"(He)(z) told them he had nothing to do with the conduct of their
merchants but was well assured that the marks of the English cloths
could not be so easily falsified by any merchant here (Venice),
and desired them to look into the matter so that no such
inconvenience should again occur. They had promised him a reply,
which he has not yet received, ........ whatever their reply may
be, he supposes hereafter they will beware of such inconveniences,
or any prohibitions, the which should be to their own hindrance
many ways."

Until the 1530's London never dominated the cloth trade of Italian
merchants as it did those of the Hanse, due to the marked preference of the
Italians for Southampton as the port of call for England. In the reign of
Henry VII certainly no more than half of all alien cloth was shipped from
London, and in the period 1515/16-1519/20 London accounted for no more than
36.8% of the whole. Later the situation changed and in 1535/6-1539/40, 81.9%
of alien cloth was exported from London; by 1540/41-1544/45 this figure had
risen to 87.4%. That London did not play a greater part in alien cloth
exports in the earlier sixteenth century and the reign of Henry VII can be
explained by the large amount of cloth shipped during this period from

Southampton by Venetian and Italian merchants resident in Southampton and

by the much larger Venetian and Italian communities in London.(3) In the

(1) Giacomo Soranzo, August,1551-May, 1554. L. Firpo. op.cit., p.XVI.
(2) My words in brackets.

(3) See below Chs. V and VI.
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period 1505/06-1509/10, when 59.1% of all alien cloth exports were shipped
from ports other than London, Southampton accounted for 94.9% of this total.
The preponderance of the Hampshire port was of course due to the frequent
calls made by Venetian galleys and carracks.(l) During the period 1515/16-
1519/20, when the outports accounted for 63.2% of alien cloth exports,
Southampton was responsible for the shipment of 94.7% of alien cloth not sent
from London. Although Venetian shipping was largely absent from Southampton
in these years, the Port Books show Venetians shipping goods in English and

(2)

foreign vessels. From 1535 the picture changes as a result of the
removal of Venetian and Italian shipping to London.

After the Hanseatics, the Italians appear most prominently in the
customs records as exporters of cloth, and amongst the Italian exporters
the Venetians figure large. In the year 1534-35 for example when 90.5%
of alien cloths were exported from London, the Petty Custom accounts show a
number of Venetian merchants exporting on a large scale. A Venetian agent in
London, Martin di Federico, made twenty-two shipments of cloth in this year,
amounting to more than 650 cloths. On 1lst August, 1514, it was reported that
Venetian merchants, amongst others, were shipping cloth from London in an
English vessel for Constantinople and in two others bound for Chios to the
sum of 300,000 ducats.(B) The surviving account books of the Pisani
fraterna(4) show the Pisani regularly importing large quantities of English
cloth into Venice, and in England the records of the Court of Chancery are
rich in dealings and disputes between English clothiers and Venetian merchants.(S)

As late as 1557 9,500 kerseys and 160 broadcloths, worth perhaps rather more

(l) The Genoese also continued to use the port intermittently in this
period, and much Italian cloth was exported in English and foreign
vessels. S.C.R.0., 5C5/4 (27-40).

(2) Ibid., The evidence of the Southampton Port Books is confirmed by
Sanudo, eg. Sanudo 1 Diarii, XIV, 17 June, 1512, 20 August, 1512:
XV, 4 February, 1512, 7 February, 1512: XVI, 6 March, 1513: XVII,
22 October, 1513: XVIII, 15 June, 1514: XX, 15 June, 1515.

(3) sanudo, 1 Diarii, XVIII, 16 August, 1514.
(4) A.S.V., Archivio Grimani-Barbarigo, buste 47-49, reg. 19, 21, 22, 24.

(5) R.0., E.C.P. 278(66), 331(81), 334(14), 1067(62), 280(79),
82(85), 310(61), 679(53).
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than £10,000 at Blackwell Hall, were exported by Italians.(l) Smedt(z) points
out that the bulk of these cloths belonged to two Venetian firms, Placito
Ragazzoni, and Bonaventura Michaeli. The size of shipment is even more
significant when one recalls that only a limited amount of English cloths
were allowed to be exported to Italy by the Privy Council in that year,(3)
on the petition of the Merchant Adventurers. Permission for only about half
of what the two Venetian firms sought to export was granted.(4)
Venetian merchants exported cloths to Italy both by sea and by
land. In the early part of the sixteenth century members of London's
Venetian community were exporting large consignments of cloth from Southampton
in the state galleys, in private Venetian carracks, and also in alien vessels.
Venetians continued to ship cloth from Southampton after 1534, but less
regularly. In 1546 a ship called 'Saint Mary and 8aint Edward of Hampton',
belonging to the Venetian merchant, Francesco Bernardo, was loaded by
Venetian and Italian agents in Southampton on behalf of Domenico Erizzo
together with several other Venetian merchants. The cargo was made up of
broadcloths, kerseys and cotton, with other English merchandise, and the
vessels chawxter bouwrif it to Livorno, Messina and Venice.(s) By the 1530's,
however, the importance of Southampton for Venetian shipments had declined,
and most of the Venetian shipments of cloth were made from London. Most of the

vessels from London on which the Venetians exported cloth were clearly bound

for the Low Countries, and much has been written on the increasing importance

(1) A.P.C., (1556-58), 63-4.

(2) 0. de Smedt, De engelse natie te Antwerpen in de 16° Eeun, 1496-1582,
Antwerp, 1950-54, 2 vols. I, pp.205-7, 218.

(3) The cloths were in fact sent overland via Antwerp and Frankfurt.

(4) B.M., Lansd. MSS., 170/33. Petition of the Italian merchants to
the Privy Council, January, 1557.

(5) P.R.O., H.C.A. 13/93 f£f.241-5, 271-4. The vessel never sailed
as it caught fire while still at anchor in Southampton Water,
and most of the cargo was lost.
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(1)

of the overland routes from Antwerp to Venice in this period.

Firms of commission merchants, like the Van der Molen of Antwerp
acted as forwarding agents between Antwerp and Venice, and as commission
merchants, using the services of Italian merchants in London to purchase
kerseys and broadcloths for their Venetians customers. The survival of the
Van der Molen letter book for the period 1538-44, and the preservation at
the Public Record Office of documents relating to their commission agent in
London, Martin di Federico, provide much information concerning the cloth
trade between England and Venice, via Antwerp, in the later reign of

Henry VIII.(Z) It has been estimated that in 1542-43 two thirds of Antwerp's

(3)

overland exports to Italy consisted of non-Netherlandish fabrics, and

most English cloth seems to have reached Venice and the Levant by this route.
Antwerp and Venice, however, were not the only markets for the Venetian

exports of English cloth, for Venetian merchants maintained agents elsewhere,

(4)

particularly in France and Spain. Nor did the Venetian export cloth only

(1) see W. Brulez, De firma della faille, op.cit., 'Lettres
commerciales,' art.cit., 'L'Exportation des Pays-Bas,'
art.cit.; 'Les routes commerciales d'Angleterre,' art.cit.;
'Le commerce international,' art.cit.. P. Earle, art.cit..
F. Edler 'The van der Molen! art.cit.; 'Winchecombe kerseys,'
art.cit.. E. Coornaert, 'La firme della faille,' art.cit.;
'Les routes commer01a1es d'Anvers vers 1l'Italie au XVI® 81§cle,
Annales de géographie 36 1927, J. Goris, Btude sur les colonies
marchands méridionales A Anvers de 1488 % 1567, Louvain, 1925. J.A.
van Houtte, 'Anvers aux XVe siécles: expanslon et apogée, Annales,
16 1961. Ibid., 'La genese du grand marché international d'Anvers
a 1a fin du Moyen Age,' R.B.P.H., XIX, 1940. Ibid., 'Bruges et
Anvers, marchés natlonaux ou 1nternatlonaux du XIVE au XVI® siécles?'
Revue du Nord, 34, 1952. H. van der Wee, The Growth of the Antwerp
Market, The Hague, 1963, 3 vols, II. pp.180-82. 0. de Smedt, op.cit..
R. Marchal, Les voies de communication entre les Pays—Bas et
1'Italie au XV€ sieécle, Thése de licence, Bruxelles, 1958. Y. Renouard,
TLes voies de communication entre pays de Mediterranée et pays de
1'Atlantique au Moyen Age. Problems et hypotheses,' in Melanges
d'histoire du Moyen Age dediés % la memoire de Louis Halphen, Paris, 1951.

(2) The Van der Molen letter book was examined by Florence Edler, 'The
Van der Molen', and for Martin di Federico see P.R.0., H.C.A., 24710,
A.S.V., Miscellanea Gregolin, busta 12 bis, and below Ch.IV pp.l80-8l.

(3) Van der Wee. op.cit., 1, p.186.

(4) F.C. Lane, Andrea Barbarigo, pp.l113-21.
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on their own account, both English and Spanish merchants found the good
offices of the Venetian merchant useful when exporting cloth and other
commodities to Spain, Italy and elsewhere in the Mediterranean.(l) A
lively trade was carried on by Venetian merchants resident in London, with
Iberia in the sixteenth century. In 1527 the Venetian merchant, Matteo
Bernardo, shipped various English commodities to Portugal for the
Portuguese merchants, Alvero de Pinto and Fernando Merchaunt.(z) Other
Venetians resident in London acted as commission agents for Spanish merchants
in Spain; for example, in November, 1532, Marino de Martines di Gozi,
merchant of Corunna, wrote to Hieronimo da Molin in London to be prepared to
receive a cargo of Spanish wine shipped by him to England.(3) While in the
reign of Henry VII an export licence granted to several Spanish merchants
mentions that the Spaniards had chartered a Venetian vessel, then in England,
the 250 ton 'Maria de Fuenterrabia', owned by one 'John Sancius of Venesse'.(4)
Clothmakers from all over England gathered in London for the weekly
cloth market held at Blackwell Hall, at which all transactions by clothiers in

(5)

London had to take place. It is clear that the City injunctions relating

to sale by wholesale of cloths in the city were not obeyed. Country clothiers

(6)

often left their cloth in private houses or inns, and often traded

illegally with alien merchants in the houses opposite the Steelyard, near

(7)

Dowgate. Probably Venetian merchants bought most of their cloth at

Blackwell Hall, and certainly the City authorities were very stringent in

(1) A.A. Ruddock, Italian Merchants and Shipping in Southampton, 1270-1600,
Southampton, 1951. passim.

(2) L. & P., IV (11) 3154 (ii).
(3) L. &P., V, 1577.

(4) W. Campbell, (ed.), Materials for a History of the Reign of Henry VII,
2 vols. Rolls Series, 1873-7, I, p.251l.

(5) G.D. Ramsay, The Wiltshire Woollen Industry in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries, Oxford, 1943.

(6) C.L.R.0., Repertories of Aldermen, 13, f188v, 14 f87r, 20 f410r,
22 f93v, 2% f354r.

(7)  Kolner Inventar, 1, pp.383-4.
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enforcing the ordinances against transactions between non-citizens in London.
The Repertories of the Court of Aldermen are full of the impositions of fines
for such misdemeanours; three whole pages of the Index of volume 7, covering
the period 1525-7 are devoted to buying and selling hetween foreigners,

(i.e., non-citizens, either native or alien). The famous clothier John
Winchecombe of Newbury, in Berkshire, was fined £10. for selling, to a
Venetian merchant, 279 pieces of kersey of various colours, and the Venetian
also had to pay a fine of £20.(l) Reference to a number of similar cases of
cloth bought or sold involving Italians occur among the petitions to the Court

(2)

of Chancery. Venetian merchants, however, were not entirely dependent upon
Blackwell Hall, and often dealt directly with the English clothiers. The
better quality kerseys were of ten sold before they were off the looms, and

a commission agent, like Martin di Federico, was under constant pressure from
his customers in Venice, who dictated their requirements with regard to colour
and quantity in the most meticulous detail, and constantly complained of the

(3)

quality of the goods sent. Venetian merchants in London used agents,
Venetian, Italian, and English, in the localities to purchase cloth for them,
sometimes sending representatives out into the cloth producing counties to
make their purchases and sometimes they dealt directly with clothiers like
'Jack of Newbury'. Details concerning the cloth transactions of Venetians
survive as a result of the bankruptcy case of Martin di Federico in the High
Court of Admiralty. Martin had an English agent in London, one John
Alexander, who bought kerseys both for himself and for Federico. Sometimes
Alexander went into the clothing districts himself and bought cloths from

the clothiers, mostly kerseys which the clothiers later packed and despatched

(4)

to Alexander in London. Occasionally Alexander sent a letter to the
clothiers asking them to bring a certain number of kerseys to PFederico's

house in London where the purchase was made, and the clothiers given meat

(1) C.L.R.0., Repertories of Aldermen, 7, 1525-27, f97v.
(2) P.R.0., E.C.P. 278 (66), 331 (8), 334 (14), 1067 (62).
(3) Ibid., H.C.A. 24/10.

(4) Ibid., H.C.A. 13/4, f287r.
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(1)

and drink before their long journey home. Martin di Federico appears also
to have dealt directly with John Winchecombe, whose kerseys were in such great
demand at Antwerp and in the Levant during this period.(z) Other merchants
dealing largely in the export of kerseys also bought directly from the

(3)

clothiers. There are also records of Italian merchants buying cloths from
drapers and cloth-workers in London, and from London merchants who acted as
middlemen between them and the country clothiers. Cases aprpearing before the
Court of Chancery include a number of disputes between Italian merchants and

(4)

London drapers. London merchants appear to have specialised in acting as
middlemen between the cloth industry and Italian merchants in early sixteenth
century London.(S) The normal practice of payment was to buy the cloth

(6)

partly with cash and partly on credit. Often Venetian merchants gave
their cloth to clothworkers to process before exportation. The payment for
cloths in cash was also practised, notably, if the amount involved was small,
as when John Alexander bought 10 pieces of kerseys of divers colours from
William Cowdrey, worth £14. 10s., paying on delivery.(7)
England also had attracted the Venetians as a source of high grade
wool. Her export trade was founded upon the Cotswold, Romney, Lincoln and
Leicester longwools, which had a monopoly of the medieval wool market. The
Romneys in particular produced vast quantities of high grade long wool, the

rams clipping 12-1b. apiece. Whilst among the shortwools the Ryeland was

supreme and challenged the Merino's wool in quality. Contrary to popular

(1) 1Ivid., ff 277-8.

(2) F. Bdler, 'Winchecombe kerseys', passim., ibid., 'The van der
Molen,' passim. .)

(3) P.R.O., E.C.P. 280(79).

(4) Ibid., 282(85), 310(61), 679(33).

(5) L. &P., IV, (11), 4282. Humphrey Momnmouth, a London draper,
bought cloth weekly from several Suffolk clothiers and sold 400
or 500 cloths every year to aliens in London.

(6) See below, Ch. IV. pp.192-3.

(7) P.R.0., H.C.A. 13/4. f287r.
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opinion the high quality of English wool was retained down to the early
eighteenth century, and was not destroyed in the early sixteenth century

(1)

by the enclosure movement. The relazioni of Venetian ambassadors to

England abound with glowing reports of England's high grade wools.(z) By
the sixteenth century England's wool export trade and the part played by
aliens in that trade had both declined markedly. Since the development of
the Staple system in the fourteenth century the only aliens significantly
involved in the wool export trade were Italian merchants shipping wool

(3)

directly by sea to Italy. In comparison with the 32,000 sacks(4) of

English wool which had been the average total export of the early fourteenth
century(S) the shipment of wool in the sixteenth century was quite small. On
average less than 7,900 sacks were exported annually in all by both denizens
and aliens, during the first half of the sixteenth century.(s) After 1521,
total wool exports for the remaining years of Henry VIII's reign seldom
exceed 5,000 sacks annually.(7) The Enrolled Customs Accounts published by
Carus-Wilson and Coleman, which provide fairly complete data until the last
years of Henry VIII's reign, indicate an annual average export of 5,798 sacks
for the entire period 1500-43, compared with an average annual export of
8,602 sacks for the period 1485-1500. 1If the export of wool was no longer

the most important branch of English trade, and the amount of wool exported

(1) see K.J. Allison, 'Flock Management in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries,' Econ.Hist.Rev., 2nd ser. XI, 1958. P.J. Bowden. The Wool

Trade in Tudor and Stuart England., London, 1962. Ibid., 'Wool supply
and the woollen industry,' Econ.Hist.Rev., 2nd ser., IX 1956.

M.L. Ryder, 'The History of Sheep Breeds in Britain,' Ag.Hist.Rev.,
XI11(1), 1964. R. Trow-Smith, A History of British Livestock Husbandry
to 1700, London, 1957.

(2) L. Firpo, op.cit., passim.

(3) E. Power, The Wool Trade in English Medieval History, Oxford, 1941.
pp.86-103.

(4) 1 sack = 364-1b. avoirdupois.
(5) Ibvid., pp.37, 102.
(6) Carus-Wilson and O. Coleman, op.cit., p.70.

(7) Ivid., pp.72-4.
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by other Italians, who had once dominated the trade(l) was in most years quite
small, the amount exported by Venetian merchants remained significantly high.
English wool is a product that is generally considered as having been only a
'memory' for Italy in the sixteenth century. This is not so. Certainly the
predominance of Spanish wool in the Italian peninsula is indisputable;
however, there existed throughout the sixteenth century a traffic in the
exportation of high quality English wool (largely Cotswold) to different
Italian textile centres as the records of shipments made by the Della Faille

(2)

of Antwerp prove, nor are the Della Faille an isolated example. In the

continued traffic in English wool it was the Venetians who played the
principd/ role. The trade in English wool to Venice continued, moreover, not
only by sea, but also by land routes via Antwerp and later via Hamburg.
Contrary to current opinion the export of wool to Italy experienced something

(3)

of a revival in the sixteenth century. In that century the Genoese and

Florentines turned increasingly to Spanish rather than English wool for their

textile industries.(4) Venice, distrustful of Habsburg designs, and

(5)

continued as a matter of

(6)

threatened on all sides by Habsburg territories,
policy to look to England rather than to Spain, as a source of fine wool.
Whilst an increasingly large percentage of Spanish wool began to flow into

Venice in the sixteenth century it was not until the late sixteenth century

(7)

that English wool ceased to be imported. During the reigns of Henry VII

(1) E. Power, op.cit., pp.8-19.
(2) W. Brulez, De Firme della Faille, loc. cit.,

(3) For the traditional view see R. Ehrenberg, Hamburg und England im
Zeitalter der Konigin Elizabeth, Jena, 1896, p.303. G. Luzzatto,
'La decadenza di venezia dopo le scoperte geografiche nella tradizione
e nella realta', A.V., 5 serie, LIV-LU, 1954, p.1l76.

(4) H. Lapeyre, 'Le commerce des laines en Espagne sous Philippe II,'
Bulletin de la société d'Histoire Moderne, LIV, 1955, pp.5-8.
F. Ruiz Martin, Lettres marchandes échangées entre Florence et Medina
del Campo, Paris, 1965, passim..

(5) see P.J. Laven, Renaissance Italy, 1464-1534, London, 1966, p.118.

(6) In the sixteenth century, no less than previously, Venice's power and
independence rested on her economic and commercial freedom of actionm,
to be dependent on the goodwill of the Habsburgs was to be avoided
at all cost.

(7) W. Brulez, 'La Navigation Flamande a la fin du XVIe siécle,'
R.B.P.H., XXXVI, 1958.
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and Henry VIII it is true to say that Venice continued to look to England
as her primary source of high grade wools. In 1554, the Venetian ambassador,
Giacomo Soranzo, still spoke highly of the quality and repute of English
wools,(l) while in 1557, the ambassador Giovanni Michieli urged the Signory
to ensure the continued supply of English wool, which, he said, was of great
importance to Venice.(z)
During the period 1500-43 Italians exported an average of 631 sacks
a year, or 10.9% of the whole, though the alien export of wool fluctuated
wildly throughout the period both in absolute terms and as a percentage of

the whole. For the quinquennia 1485/90-1540/45 the alien percentage of the

average total annual wool export is given in Table II. The reason for the

TABLE IT

ENGLISH WOOL EXPORTS, 1485-1543: Calculated from the published figures of
E.M. Carus-Wilson and O. Coleman., pp.68-74.

Av, annual Denizens Aliens
Period wool exports % of the % of the
(sacks) whole whole
1485/6 -1489/90 9,811 91.5 8.4
1490/1 -1494/5 . 7,705 88.6 11.4
1495/6 -1499/15003/ 8,980 96.4 3.6
1500/1 -1504/5 7,885 85.6 14.4
1505/6 -1509/10 7,316 85.0 15.0. .
1510/11-1514/15 6,808 95.2 2.6/
1515/16-1519/20 8,187 91.8 8.2
1520/21-1524/25 5,132 89.6 10.4
1525/26-1529/30 4,835 92.9 7.1
1530/31-15%4/35 3,005 T4.4 25.6
1535/36-1539/40 3,951 96.6 3.4
1540/41-1542/43 3,738 76.3 23,7

i/ The figures are distorted for these years due to the absence of
any accounts for Southampton in the years 1498/9 and 1499/1500.

;;/ The alien percentage is slightly exaggerated here by the fact
that the accounts are missing for Sandwich for the period
1514/15, and for Ipswich for 1511/15. However, if we
interpolate for the missing years the figure for the year
chronologically nearest, aliens exported 4.6% of the whole
during the period 1510/15.

(1) L. Firpo, op.cit., p.367.

(2) E. Alberi. ed., Relazioni degli Ambasciatori Veneti al Senato,
Fi renze, 1840, serie 1, vol.II, p.356.
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figure of alien exports in the period 1510-15 can be sought in the almost total
cessation of normal trading with England by Venetian merchants(l) due to the
political crisis of the War of the League of Cambrai, 1509-16.(2) In the
quinguennium 1515/16-1519/20 the average of alien exports rose again to 671
sacks or 8.2% of the whole. At Southampton in 1519-20 aliens accounted for

100% of the total wool export for that year, when over 1,000 sacks of wool

(3)

were loaded on board the Flanders galleys for Venice. However, on the whole

the period 1510/11—1529/30 marks a low in total alien exports of wool. The
exception to this is the period 1520/21-1524/25, when an average of 53%4 sacks
or 10.4% of the whole is recorded. The bulk of this was exported in one

single year, 1522-23, when aliens exported 1,550 sacks from Southampton (100%

(4)

of the total annual export); the Flanders galleys being in port that year.

1524-25 saw a marked fall in the number of sacks exported by aliens from

(5)

Southampton, significantly no wool was exported in the name of Venetians

in that year. At Venice 1525 was marked by plague,which seriously disrupted
trading activities that year. The production of cloth in the city fell to a
mere 1,990 pieces, perhaps as indicative of the short supply of English wool
as of the general economic disruption brought about by the plague. The
situation was made worse by the loss of the Venetian carracks the 'Zana'

and the 'Giustiniana', seized in the previous year by Biscayan pirates

while en route for Venice laden with rich cargoes of wool, woollen cloths

(1) During this period the bulk of Venetian commercial activities
in England were in military supplies, and a large percentage
of Venetian merchandise was despatched overland in the names
of German merchants or exported under the names of denizen
collaborators. Thus a large percentage of Venetian trade is
hidden in the custom accounts for these years, see below pp. 31,
184, 293, 321-2, 311.

(2) The war was finally brought to a close by the Treaty of Noyon,
in 1516, by which Venice regained Verona from the Emperar
Maximilian, L. & P., I(i)-II(ii), passim., C.S.P.V., II. Passim.

(3) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts. E122 143/5A. E.M. Carus-Wilson
and 0. Coleman, op.cit., p.72.

(4) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts E 122 143/5B.

(5) Only 177 sacks were exported in that year, Carus-Wilson and
0.Coleman, op.cit., p.72.
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and tin.(l) For the period 1530/1-1534/5 the alien export figure rises to
25.6% of the whole. Once again, however, a large percentage of this was
exported in a single year from Southampton, 1533-4, when the Flanders galleys
loaded over 1,700 sacks of wool or 100% of the total. Between 1535/6-1539/40
the average fell to 3.4%. This low figure must once again be set against the
disruption of Anglo-Venetian trade. The Turco-Venetian war of 1537-40
seriously hampered the mercantile operations of Venetian merchants.(z)
Significantly this period also witnessed a large fall in the number of cloths

(3)

produced at Venice. The figures produced by Sella show that in the period
1530-34 the Venetian woollen industry produced an annual average of 5,632
cloths. In the period 1535-39 this fell to 4,751 pieces as a result of the
disruption of Venice's eastern markets, marking a 15.6% drop in production,

a figure which strikingly corresponds with the 15% fall in alien exports of
English wool in those years. The close correlation of the decline in
production of Venetian cloths and in the alien exports of English wool, with
the known fact that the Venetian cloth industry was largely dependent upon
continued English supplies, points to the conclusion that the decline in alien
wool exports in those years was due largely to the disruption of the traditional
markets for Venetian cloth. Clearly the peaks in the alien exports of wool
before 1534 coincide with the visits of the Flanders galleys to Southampton.
Large quantities of wool were exported by aliensnin most years until 1508-9.
Significantly these figures are not equalled again until the return of the
Venetian galleys in 1518-20, 1522-23, and 1532-33. The comparatively high
alien export of wool in the 1540's, now from London rather than Southampton,

is undoubtedly connected with the renewed importance of private Venetian

(1) c¢.s.p.v., III 836, 838, 847, 848; Sanudo, 1 Diarii, XXXVI,
14 June,1524. Much of the cargo although belonging to
Venetian merchants was freighted in the name of denizens which
helps to account for the low figure for alien exports of wool
in that year.

(2) Venetian shipping was especially vulnerable to the activities
of Barbarossa's corsairs in the Mediterranean.

(3) D. Sella, 'The Rise and Fall of the Venetian Woollen Industry',
in Crisis and Change in the Venetian Economy, B. Pullan (ed.{,
London, 1968, pp.108-9.
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shipping in the trade between England and Venice, and must be set against the
dramatic expansion of Venetian cloth production in the mid-sixteenth century.
From 1521-69 Venetian cloth production figures climb rapidly at the average
annual rate of 9.6%.(1) At the same time the expansion of the English cloth
industry during the early sixteenth century had a twofold effect upon the
alien demand for English wool. The growing demand of English clothiers in the
reign of Henry VIII lessened the supply available for export at the same time

(2)

as raising its price. Rising wool prices on top of already heavy export

duties made it increasingly difficult to meet the Spanish competition, but
the price of Spanish wool was also rising in the early sixteenth century.(B)
It was almost certainly the upward trend in the price of Spanish wool rather
than exchange depreciation which caused a temporary revival in English wool
shipments in the early 1540's. The Venetians in particular took advantage of
the more competitive English wools during this period.

The existence of the Enrolled Customs Accounts enables the trend in
the export of English wool to be traced with some confidence. For the period
1485-1543 gaps in the accounts are never of sufficient importance to distort
the evidence to any great extent. However, the accuracy of the Enrolled
Accounts for assessing the share of aliens in the sixteenth century wool trade
is threatened by numerous deceptions, by pacts with wool packers and customers
regarding wool shipped through the lawful channels, and the shipment of goods
in the name of denizens. The transferability of export licences granted to
royal favourites, and sold by them to alien exporters also serves to obscure

the distribution of English trade between denizen and alien merchants. 1In

(1) D. Sella, op.cit., p.111.

(2) P.J. Bowden, 'Wool supply and the woollen industry', art.cit.,
ibid., 'Movements in Wool Prices, 1490-1610', Yorkshire Bulletin
of Economic and Social Research, IV, 1952. F.J. Fisher, art.cit.,
T.C. Mendenhall, The Shrewsbury Drapers and the Wool Trade,
Qxford, 1953.

(3) E.J. Hamilton, American Treasure and the Price Revolution in Spain,
1501-1650, Cambridge, Mass., 1934; ibid. 'Prices as a factor in
business growth; prices and progress,' J.Econ.Hist., XII, 1952.
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November, 1456, the Senate had passed a decree stating that the Cottimo da
Londra (the Venetian 'factory' in London) should not be burdened with more
than the usual £0. given to the customs officials for placing a low price on

(1)

their merchandise. As we have seen a considerable quantity of wool was
involved on the infrequent visits of the Venetian galleys to Southampton after
1509, but on a smaller scale the payment of bribes to the English customers
and wool packers was no doubt a frequent occurrence.(2) That Venetian
merchants continued to defraud the customs in the reign of Henry VIII is
confirmed by a decree passed by the Senate, 3 June, 1535. Henry VIII had
received information that many Venetian merchants, during the last visit of
the Flanders galleys to Southampton, had defrauded the customs, and he
therefore ordered an investigation into the allegations. The royal officials
when they had re-weighed several of the sacks of wool being exported by
Venetians discovered that the merchants were receiving much better weight than

was lawful, and the King therefore claimed damages from the Venetian community.

In order to satisfy the King's demands the Consul and the Consiglio dei

Dodici da Londra agreed to pay £1,000 on behalf of the Cottimo da Londra,

but this resolution was forthwith annulled by a second decree, as contrary

to the laws and customs of the Republic. The Cottimo was therefore informed
that the merchants who had benefitted from the good weights must pay the whole
of the damages claimed by the King according to the advantages gained by each.(3)
Zuan Francesco Badoer wrote to his brother in England advising him to avoid
paying duties in order to make a greater profitg4)Clear1y the customs accounts
tend to minimise the export of English wool by Venetians, and their real share

in this as in other branches of trade is difficult to assess. In the light

of the trade in wool export licences in this period the situation becomes

(1) A.S.V., Senato Misti, 5, fl187r.

(2) A good deal of evidence survives for the fifteenth century of such
practices. E. Power and M.M. Postan, op.cit., p.58.

(3) c¢.s.p.V., V. 52, L. & P., VII, 561, 607, 624-6, 699.

(4) A.S.V., Miscellanea Gregolin, busta 12 bis. Lettere commerciali,
Letter of 5 January, 1531.
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(1)

even more complex.
The part of Venetians and other Italians in the export of wool
had long been confined to the direct sea route via the 'Straits of Marrock'.
The monopoly of the English Stgplers was thus broken by the royal licences
sold to Venetians, Italians and denizen exporters to ship wool directly to
Italy. While the direct trade to Italy accounted for only a small part of
the whole(a) there is abundant evidence to show the continued importance of
the declining supply of English wool in the industrial centres of Italy,
and the continued attraction of fine wool for Italian merchants trading with

(3)

England. The Venetian woollen industry remained a negligible part of the

city's economy until the rapid expansion of the industry in the sixteenth

century. Traditionally it specialised in the production of high grade cloth

1. (4)

and notably of scarlets woven of fine English woo English wool remained

popular with Venetian clothiers until well into the late sixteenth century,
when Spanish wool was gradually substituted as the greater home consumption
of English wool made regular and plentiful supplies less certain. In the

middle ages annual output at Venice never rose beyond 3,000 cloths, a modest

(5)

amount compared with that of other Italian cloth centres. Output soared

from the second decade of the sixteenth century from a mere 2,000 pieces to
well over 26,000 pieces in the 1560's. The rapid upsurge of cloth production

at Venice, to a large extent relying on continued supplies of English wool,

(1) see P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts. E122. 143/3, and E122. 216/1.
for several cases involving Italian merchants in London exporting
wool from Southampton nominally as the agents of English courtiers.

(2) It has been claimed for the fifteenth century that less than one
fifth of the total wool trade was conducted through the Straits,
E. Power, op.cit., p.10l.

(3) The origins of the city's woollen industry go back to the thirteenth
century, N. Fano, Richerche sull'arte della lana a Venezia nel
XIII® e XIV€ secolo, A.V., 1936. pp.73-213. G. Luzzatto, Storia
economica di Venezia, Padua, 1961. D. Sella, art.cit., p.11l.

(4) N. Fano, loc. cit..

(5) D. sella, art.cit., p.112. G. Luzzatto, Storia Economica dell'eta
moderna e contemporanea, Padua, 1954, pp.89-90.
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led in turn to an increased trade in English wool, at a time when the total
export of that commodity was rapidly declining. The registri of the Senate,
and ambassadorial relazioni and dispacci of the sixteenth century contain
frequent references to the importance of the English wool trade to the city,
and of securing a plentiful and regular supply for the rapidly expanding
textile industry of Venice. In 1485, 1497, and 1501, provisions had been
made to supply the Republic with sufficient English wool to ensure the
continued production of cloth, so that poor persons employed in the cloth
industry might not perish.(l) The Senate was as much concerned with the
social welfare of its citizens, and with maintaining political stability
through full employment, as with ensuring plentiful supplies of raw materials
for Venetian industry in these legislative measures.(z) These provisions
were necessitated by the interruptions made to the regular galley voyages to
England in these years. In the years immediately following the cessation of
regular galley voyages to the west, in 1509, constant provision had to be
made by the Senate to ensure regular and plentiful supplies by alternative
routes and means of transportation. 1In 1512, it was estimated that 30,000(3)
poor people in Venice were employed in the manufacture of woollens and that

their livelihood was threatened by the shortage of English wool. There were

only 562 sacks of wool in the entire city, and much of this stock was old or

(1) A.s.V., Senato Mar, 12. f62r. 14 ff119v-120r. 15 f60v.

(2) see B. Pullan, Rich and Poor in Renaisgsance Venice, Oxford, 1971.

(3) I have checked this figure at the A.S.V., and I am satisfied
that it is not a clerical error, but it must represent a much
wider group of workers than those simply involved in spinning
and weaving in the city. The figure represents 26% of the total
population of the city, which at that time stood at about 115,000.
The 30,000 people involved in the manufacture of woollens quoted
here must therefore represent not only the skilled textile workers
in the city but also their families, and possibly those involved
in allied trades, such as in the dyeing industry, as the city's
total output of cloth at this time was certainly no more than
3,000 pieces per annum. D. Sella, art.cit., D. Beltramine,
Storia della popolazione di Venezia della fine del secolo XVI
alla caduta della Republica, Padova, 1954. J. Beloch, 'La
Popolazione di Venezia nel secoli XVIe-XVII®', N.A.V., 3, 1902,
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(1)

spoilt. Provision was therefore made to ensure an adequate supply of
English wool. In October of the same year further measures were taken to
maintain the city's stock of English wool.(z) By April, 1513, the situation
had become critical, out of eighty manufactories in the city only eight were
operating. There were merely fifty sacks of wool in all Venice, a supply
scarcely sufficient for fifteen to twenty days work, and of the worst quality
although it fetched a high price. Many poor craftsmen had already left the
city and the Senate feared that many more would soon be compelled to follow
them. To improve the situation the Senate was forced to enact that, for a
period of eight months, all merchants were allowed to import western wools
into Venice, by land and sea, free from payment of the half freights to the
Arsenal and the tenths, but all other dues and customary import duties were
to be paid.(3) official returns showed that in fourteen months not more than
thirty to thirtyfive thousandweight (Venetian) had been imported, whereas the
annual amount required by the cloth manufacturers exceeded four hundred
thousandweight. The Senate reported that the shortfall was due to the
interruption of the Flanders voyages and to the insupportable tax of the
half freights and tenths to which importers were subjected. The Act of
April, 1513, however, only provided a short term solution. The import
concessions on English wools were prolonged for a further six months in

(4)

November, 1513, and again in June, 1514-(5) 1517 witnessed similar

complaints that the poor of Venice were threatened by the shortage of wool
in the city, and that remaining stocks were scarcely sufficient for two

(7)

months work.(6) The Pisani and the Priuli fraterne dealt heavily in

English wool in the early sixteenth century. Most of the wool imports were

(1) A.S.V., Senato Mar, 17, f149r.
(2) Ibid., fl76r.

(3) Ibid., 18, f4r.

(4) Ipid., 18, f20r.

(5) sanudo, 1 Diarii XVIII, 3 June 1514.

(6) Ibid., XXIV, 5 June, 1517. A.S.V., Senato Mar, 19,f29r.
(7) See Ch.IV, p.l65 below.
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distributed to retailers and manufacturers in Venice. Moreover, the Pisani
gave out the raw wool to merchant employers invelved in the textile industry,
who in turn gave it out to the numerous spinners and weavers established in
Venice. The Pisani received the finished cloth for re-export. The fraterna
also dealt in dyes, and often handed out the dyes and the wool together to
the manufacturers with specific instructions as to how the cloth was to be
made up. In this way the wool merchants helped to finance the local woollen
industry at Venice. In 1529, for example, the Pisani fraterna had well over
5,000 ducats invested in English wool which was being made into cloth or was

(1)

in the finishing processes. Vincenco Priuli sold most of his English wool
to the drapieri of Venice on two or three years credit.

The direct sea route from England to Venice was not the only route
by which English wool reached the city in the early Tudor period. Wool was
also increasingly transported overland through Germany from the Staple of
Calais, or shipped to Venice from Calais, and in times of need the Senate
was very much concerned to encourage the trade by land and sea, whether by
Venetians or aliens, and even by foreign shipping.(2) Between 1510-34 English
shipping carried an increasingly large percentage of Venetian wool exports
to Venice. 1Imn 1515, for example, an English vessel chartered by Venetian
merchants sank en route for Venice with 470 sacks of wool and other goods
belonging to Venetians.(3) The Southampton merchant Henry Huttoft made
several voyages to Venice in his vessel the 'Hart' in the 1530's shipping
large quantities of wocl for Venetian merchants.(4) In 1544 and 1545,

two successful wool voyages to Venice were launched by a syndicate of

wealthy London merchants, probably with the aid and encouragement of Venetian

(1) A.S.V., Registri Privati, Raccolta Barbarigo-Grimani, busta 47-49,
reg.2l. Museo Civico Correr, Archivio Tron-Dona, PD. 912 II.

(2) ¢.s.p.V., I, 503, 739, 813. II, 146, 201, 236, 358, 976.
(3) sanudo, 1 Diarii XX, 15 June, 1515.

(4) P.R.O0., H.C.A. Libels 9(5) Examinations, June-July, 1538.

36.



merchants resident in London.(l) The English merchant, Edmund Harvel,
resident in Venice in the 1530's and 1540's, was also deeply involved in
the importation of English wool into the city for Venetian manufacturers.

In 1538, Harvel received a patent from the King for the export of 200 sacks

(2)

of wool, and no doubt much of Harvel's wool shipments were made on behalf

(3)

of Venetian merchants in Venice.

Legislation passed in the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII
threatened the Venetian involvement in the wool trade, but Venetians continued
to receive licences to export, much to the chagrin of the Staplers,(4) less

because of petitions and remonstrances than because of the benefit to the

(5)

Crown from such grants. Unlike other Italian 'nations' in England the

(1) The export of wool in 1544-45 constituted a monopoly dominated
by an inner ring of wealthy brethren of the Company of Merchant
Staplers. The less wealthy members of the Staple were excluded
from these two private trading ventures. The members of this
inner circle represent the most prominent London merchants of
the period, men who would be quite familiar with influential
Venetian merchants resident in the metropolis. A similar attempt
at farming the Staple and monopolising wool exports to Italy had
been unsuccessfully attempted by the Venetian, Matteo Bernardo
in the 1530's. The ventures of 1544 and 1545 were possibly an
attempt by Venetian merchants in collusion with wealthy London
Staplers to re-establish Bernardo's monopoly. See below Ch.IV.
pp. 186=7 and B. Winchester, Tudor Family Portrait, London, 1955.
pP0251-2 .

(2) L. & P., XIII (1). 384(96).

(3) Harvel was intimate with Thomas Cromwell and many other
influential government officials in the late 1520's and the
1530's. He was appointed English 'ambassador' at Venice
sometime in the 1530's, although at his death, in January,

1550, the Signory refer to him as vice-ambassador (notizg.
c.S.P.V., V, 615. Harvel's salary, as an English agent at
Venice dated from 1531, and can be found in B.M., Arundel

Ms. 97, ff 116, 131, 134, 155, 183. For references to his

early mercantile career in the city see Ibid., Vit:B. XIII,

91, 1l22v, 127, 126v, 129v, 132v: Vit.B.XIV.299: Harl.MS.

416 f21: Nero B. VII 92, 93, 99, 100, 104, 106, 107, 108,

109, 115, 116, 119. Nero B.VI, 151, 134. L. & P., XII (11)
1021, 1127. XIII (1), 31, 139, 301, 384(96), 621, 908,

693, 846. The diplomatic correspondence between Harvel and

the English government can be found in L. & P., XIV-XXI passim.,
Cal.St.Papers Foreign, Edward VI, 1547-53. passim... and between
Harvel and the Signory of Venice, many of which relate to
commerce, in C.S.P.V., V, passim...

(4) See H. Miller, 'London and Parliament in the reign of Henry VIII',
Bull.Inst.Hist.Res., 35, 1962.

(5) See below Ch.VII. pp.314-17.
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Venetians regularly and systematically applied for a renewal of their wool
export licences during the early Tudor period. The Consuls and ambassadors
of the Republic were charged with obtaining these licences, which generally
ran for 5 year periods, in the name of the Venetian mercantile community.(l)
Venetian ambassadors petitioning for a renewal of the patents constantly
argued that they were profitable to the King and the merchants alike.(z)
The continued demand by Venetian merchants for wool export licences indicates
the great profitability of this branch of trade for Venetians. Luckily the
profits of Venetians accruing from the export of English wool can be estimated
from a set of figures recorded in the minutest detail by an English merchant
in the later fifteenth century, who was himself in the habit of shipping wool
to Venice.(B) The average price for a sack of fine Cotswold wool was
estimated at £8. sterling, and the exporter expected to pay the alien rates

of customs and subsidy. The freight charges on the Flanders galleys amounted
to £2. persack, and were much higher than the cost of other types of
shipping.(4) The merchant estimated his total expenses up to the sale of

the wool at £14. 10s. 6d., but he estimated that the wool would sell at Venice
(5)

at £20. sterling per sack. His expected profit of £5. 10s. per sack worked

out at 37% of his total investment, and at 47% of the original outlay in

(1) Below pp.315-T.
(2) eg. A.S.V., Senato Mar.23, f2ir.

(3) B.M., Cottonian MSS. Vesp. E IX. fos. 107v-108r. They form part
of a merchant's notebook referred to as the 'Noumbre of Weights',
and according to E.E. Power, op.cit., p.45, who used some of this
material, date from the latter part of the fifteenth century.

(4) A.S.V., Senato Mar, 12 f157r. decree of 18 November, 1488 which
mentions that foreign vessels trafficking between England and
Candia were loading wine and other goods at 4 ducats per butt,
whilst Venetian vessels could not load under 7 ducats. In the
later fifteenth century the freights on wool shipped on Genoese
carracks from Southampton to Genoa amounted to approximately
25s. Genoese per cantare, J. Heers, Génes au XV€ siécle, Paris,
1961, p.316. Assuming that £1. sterling equalled 12.9 1i,
Genoese, and that an English sack of 364-1b. avoirdupois
contained about 4-16 cantares, ibid., p.408, we obtain a freight
ratio of 8s.3d. sterling per sack.

(5) This is confirmed by a reference to the price of wool in Italy in
1533. P.R.0., E.C.P., 396(34), 481(8-12). A sack of Cotswold
wool worth £8. in England was worth £18. in Italy.
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(1)

England up to the time of shipment. The Venetian merchant was therefore

counting on a much higher rate of profit than the English Staplers could

(2)

normally secure on the export of wool to Calais. This clearly suggests
that the level of prices was much higher in Italy than in northwestern Europe
at this time. Only this explanation could account for the extraordinary high
rates of profit secured by Venetian merchants involved in the Anglo-Venetian
trade, in spite of the exceptionally high costs incurred through shipments
on the state galleys and on private Venetian carracks. As in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries the one party which failed to benefit from Venetian
involvement in the wool trade were the English Staplers, and in 1525 one hears
the familiar complaint of the Staplers against the licences and alien
competition.(B)
A number of governmental measures were intended to limit the
Venetian share in the wool trade, but the literary evidence, the customs
returns, and the patent rolls suggest that these measures were largely
ineffective, or effective for a short while only. In 1490 there was a project
for establishing a Staple for English wool at Pisa. The Pisa Staple was to
have a monopoly of the Italian branch of the English wool trade. The

Venetians placed the blame for the establishment of the Staple on the dealings

of the Florentine merchants with Henry VII.(4) However, it is evident that

(1) Compare this with the high rates of return made by Andrea Barbarigo
on cloth and tin in the mid-fifteenth century. Supra,p.l2.

(2) In the same period the Staplers' profit was about £1. to £. per
sack, E. Power, op.cit., pp.70-1.

(3) The Ordinance Books of the Merchants of the Staple,(ed.), E.E. Rich,
Cambridge, 1937, p.10. P.J. Bowden, op.cit., p.109. In 1529 the
complaint against the granting of licences was echoed by the London
Mercers, "by reason whereof the marchauntes his subjectes, havying
not such recourse or traffique of marchaundise as they have had in
tymes passed, been greatly decayed and impoverished." H. Miller,
art.cit., pp.143-4.

(4) A.S.V., Senato Secreta, Deliberazioni, 34 f59r-v. Senato Mar. 13
fllr. Two Florentine representatives were despatched to London to
negotiate with the English govermnment. Cristoforo Spini, formerly
a representative of the Medici Bank in England, and Tommaso
Portinari, but it appears that the initiative for the negotiations
originated in England. Foedra V,pars.9-10.
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the interests of the City of London and the Company of Merchant Staplers
were prominent in attempting to break the Venetians' monopoly of the wool
trade to Italy. Two leading Merchant Staplers, one of whom was an Alderman
of London, were appointed as the English negotiators with the Florentines.
The London merchants were amongst the most prominent shippers of wool to

(1)

Italy from Southampton in this period. At first it was proposed that only

English vessels should be allowed to bring wool to Pisa and that no English

(2)

wool should go to any other Italian port. News of this led the Venetian
government to protest,through their Consul in London,that if they were refused
licences to ship wool to Venice to maintain their woollen industry, it would be
pointless in future to send the Flanders galleys to England. The threatened
withdrawal of the regular galley voyages, amd its implications to the Crown's
income was sufficient to gain the support of Henry VII against the vested
interests of the City and the Staplers. The final agreement signed with
Florence, therefore, included a clause stipulating that the Venetians should
henceforth be licensed to take only 600 sacks per annum to Venice.(3) This
had the temporary effect of cutting out the Venetian galleys as carriers of
Florentine wools from England, but the customs accounts for Southampton for
the remainder of Henry VII's reign show that Florentine and London merchants
were still shipping wool to Italy on the Venetian galleys, pointing to the
failure of the Pisa Staple. Moreover, Venetian annual shipments of wool

were never restricted to the 600 sacks allocated by the treaty. In 1532, a

licence to export wool granted to the Venetian merchants permitted the export

(1) Foedra, loc.cit., R.L. Storey, The Reign of Henry VII, London,
1968, p.177.

(2) A. Grunzweig, 'Les fonds du Consulat du Mer aux Archives de
Florence', Bulletin de 1l'institute historique belge de Rome,
1930, pp.41-2.

(3) A.S.V., Senato Secreta, Deliberazioni, 34, f59r. Foedra, Vv,pars.
iv 9. Pisa was henceforth to h ave the monopoly of English wool
exports to Italy in return for the granting of many trading
privileges for the English colony at Pisa, See M. Mallett,

'Pisa and Florence in the Fifteenth Century', in Florentine
Studies, (ed.) N. Rubinstein, London, 1968, pp.413-4.
'Anglo-Florentine commercial relations 1465-1491', Econ.Hist.Rev.
2nd ser. XV, 1962.
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of 1,600 sacks of wool in accordance with a former patent dated 21 March 21
Henry VIII.(l) The fate of the Pisa Staple was finally sealed in 1494, when
the Pisans revolted against Florentine rule. A large measure of Venice's
political and military support for the Pisans against Florence during this
period can probably be attributed to the Signory's desire to undermine the
Anglo-Florentine wool trade by setting up an independent Pisan Republic. By
1511 the treaty with Florence was remembered merely as a useful precedent

for a petition addressed to the young King Henry against the Venetian export
of wool in the galleys and carracks to the prejudice of the King's navygz)

In the reign of Henry VII, and in the earlier years of Henry VIII's reign
many licences to ship wool direct to Italy were granted to Englishmen(3)
including merchants of the Staple. The same period also provides a great
many examples of BEnglish wool, the property of both Englishmen and Venetians,
being sent to the Mediterranean in English vessels.(4) The treaty of 1490 had

hardly resulted in a monopoly for English shipping or a corresponding decline

(1) L.&P., V766(25).

(2) B.M., Royal M.S. 14B f33. The petition claimed that if only the
King would withdraw the licences issued to Italians and allow only
English merchants to ship wool to the Mediterranean, then four or
five English vessels would sail annually on this voyage.

(3) eg. W. Campbell,op.cit., II, pp.288, 365, et seq., L. & P., I(1)
54(82), 357(1), 604(2), 682(5§, 1221(38), 1462(7), 1662(13).
1T 2684(28), 2964(5), 3049(1). Among the Customs Accounts for
London in the reign of Henry VIII there are a number of indentures
concerning the shipment of wool to the Mediterranean by Englishmen,
eg. P.R.0., E122 81(3), 4 Hen VIII, and E122 81(10), 14-15 Hen.VIII.

(4) 1In 1488, Ralph Asen, citizen and alderman of London, was granted a
licence to export 350 sacks of wool to the Mediterranean in a ship
the 'Anthony of London'. W. Campbell, op.cit., II, 288. In October
1510 Sir Edward Howard, Sir Thomas Knyvet, Charles Brandon, and
Edward Guldeford were granted a licence to freight a vessel called
the 'Mary and John of London', or any other vessel not exceeding
250 tons burthen, with goods including wool, to be shipped to the
Mediterranean. L. & P., I. (1) 604(12), and in 1534 Venetian
merchants are found loading wool onto the English vessel the
'Margaret Hart' of Southampton belonging to Henry Huttoft, L. & P.,
VII 625, P.R.O., H.C.A. 13/7 £f.229-38, Venetian merchants are
also found exporting wool in the vessels of aliens, Genoese,
Spanish, Portuguese and Ragusan. In December 1541 Domenico Erizzo
and other Venetian merchants shipped wool 'beyond the Straits of
Marrock' in a Spanish vessel the 'Sanctus Nicholaus de Byskay'.
P.R.0., E122 204(9).
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(1)

in Venetian wool exports. The slump in alien exports of wool between

1510-30, when alien exports fell to 7.6% of the whole,(z) seems to have been
produced more by the interruption in the voyages of the Flanders galleys and

English competition in the Mediterranean than by govermment policy. In 1531

(3)

an Act of Parliament, inspired by a slump in the export of wool and woollen

cloths prohibited the purchase of wool by aliens. The Act attempted to revive

(4)

for ten years the lapsed legislation of 1489 which in turn had attempted

(5)

to revive legislation passed by Edward IV, in 1465. However, whilst the

Act caused much consternation among the Venetians, who were about to resume

(6)

the Flanders galley voyages, the enforcement of the Act probably lasted
little longer than the slump which produced it. Certainly the effect of the
clause concerning aliens seems to have been minimal since the period 1530/31-
1534/35 saw alien wool exports reach 25,6% of the whole.(7) This high figure
is largely the result of the final visit of the Flanders galleys, and the
success of the Venetians in renewing their licence to export wool, in May

(8)

1533, for a further five year period.

(9)

In 1546, similar transitory

legislation was passed. Originally meant to endure until the following

(1) The treaty probably encouraged a growing trend towards English
participation in the Mediterranean trade, dating from the reign
of Edward IV, who also participated in the trade, sending one
of his own vessels southward. C.L. Scofield, The Life and Reign
of Edward the Fourth, 2 vols. 1923. A policy which Henry VII
continued by investing £3,000 in wool, in 1496, to be exported
to Pisa. P.R.0., Exchequer, Various Accounts, box 414(6). f207r.

(2) E.M. Carus-Wilson and O. Coleman, op.cit., pp.70-4.
(3) Stats. Realm. 22 Hen VIII.c.l.
(4) 1Ibid., 4 Hen VII. cll.

(5) 1Ibid., 4 Ed.IV, c4.

(6) c.s.P.V., IV, 805, 1030.
(7) Supra, Table II, p.37.
(8) L. &P., VI. 578(22).

(9) stats. Realm, 37 Hen. VIII cl5.
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Parliament this legislation was reaffirmed by Edward VI in the first year of
his reign, and in 1549 a proclamation was issued that offenders would be

(1)

severely punished. However, a loophole was left, which enabled the grower
to sell his wool to anyone in the open market provided that Staplers and
clothiers had the first option to purchase. In May, 1542, the Imperial
ambassador reported that the English govermment had refused to renew the
licence by which Venetian merchants exported wool in their galleys(2) since

(3)

the Republic was too friendly with the Pope, but this refusal to renew the
Venetian patents was of limited significance since the state galleys did not
renew their regular voyages to the Channel, and in the following years licences

(4)

continued to be granted to individual Venetian merchants. Thus while
Venetian exports of English wool suffered many vicissitudes in fortune during
the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII, these can only partially be explained
in terms of government policy, never sustained, and in the early 1540's the
Venetians appear to have controlled a larger share of England's diminishing
wool exports than at any other time. In 1552, economic nationalism finally
triumphed by the enactment which forbade alien merchants buying wool between
shearing time and the Feast of the Pacification. That the restraint was not
complete, however, suggests the continued support of the Crown in favour of
alien exporters.

A reasonably detailed picture of Venetian involvement in the wool
trade can be constructed from the customs records and the patent rolls, but
just as it has been suggested that these sources are not entirely reliable
as an indicator of the alien share of the trade since licences granted to

royal servants and corporate bodies were often sold to aliens, so also the

traffic in licences between aliens themselves must be taken into account.

(1) B.M., Harl. 4943.

(2) The Republic debated the possibility of renewing the state
galley voyages to England in 1542. A.S.V., Lettere del Collegio,
Secreta, Filza 17, 2 January, 1541, Letter of the Collegio to
Girolamo Zuccato, Venetian secretary in England.

(3) L.&P., XVII, 310. C.S.P., VI(11) 6.
(4) L. &P., XIX (1) 22; XXI (11) 648(44).
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We know that Giovanni Campucci, a Lucchese merchant, obtained a licence to
export a certain quantity of wool from Henry VIII, which he intended to give
to the Venetian, Niccolo Duodo, in payment of a debt owing to the Venetian.(l)
One also suspects that when Domenico Erizzo exported wool from London as
factor and attorney of the Milanese, Giovanni Boroni, the Venetian was taking
advantage of Boroni's favour at the royal court to export his own goods.(z)
Boroni was deeply involved in transactions with the English court. Whilst
one can never be certain whether goods belong in reality to principal or
factor, a certain pattern does emerge from the evidence.

Venetian merchants normally exported their wool from Southampton.
97.4% of all alien wool was exported from that port in the first decade of
the sixteenth century, and 85.6% for the entire period 1500—43.(3) The
dominance of Southampton is clearly associated with the visits of the Flanders
galleys and partly with the geographic convenience of Southampton as an outlet
for the much sought after Cotswold and west of England wools. The Southampton

(4)

Wool House Books show wool being brought to Southampton by the agents of

the Cotswold woolmen, and there handed over to Venetian merchants. Venetians
resident in London sometimes bought their wool personally or through the agency
of a London merchant in the localities, and often from middlemen in London or
Southamptonss) The Cely papers(s) however, show that the Italians also bought
wool direct from the suppliers, thus cutting out the woolmen. "I have not
bought this year a lock of wool," writes Richard Cely, in 1480, "for the wool
of Cotswold is bought by Lombards." The anonymous fifteenth century author of
the Libelle of Englyshe Polyce complained that:

"In Cotteswolde also they ryde aboute

And al Englande and bien wythouten doute

What them liste wythe fredome and fraunchise (7)
More then we Englisshe may getyn in any wyse."

(1) P.R.C., E.C.P. 396(34).

(2) 1Ibid., K.R. Customs Accounts. E122. 83/15.

(3) E.M. Carus-Wilson and O. Coleman, op.cit., pp.70-4.
(4) S.C.R.0., S.C.5/8. Temp Henry VII and Henry VIII.
(5) P.R.0., H.C.A. 13/4.

(6) The Cely Papers. (ed.) H.E. Malden, Camden, Third Series, vol.i,
Royal Historical Society, 1900, pp.45,48.

(7) Libelle of Englyshe Polyce, G. Warner, (ed.) Oxford, 1926, p.24.
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Much of the wool was bought on credit spread over several years despite the
laws prohibiting aliens from buying staple wares on credit.(l) Besides dealing
largely with woolmen Venetian merchants also maintained direct relations with
wool growing monastic houses, which had characterised trade in the thirteenth

(2)

century, but by the Tudor period the bulk of Venetian purchases were made

through woolmen in the localities or through London agents at Leadenhall. By

the mid-sixteenth century London was exporting a much higher proportion of the

diminishing total alien export of wool. For the period 1500-43, 13.5% of the

wool exported by aliens was shipped from London, for the period 1535/6-1539/40

50.2% and by 1540/41-1542/43 no less than 71.5% of all alien wool exports was

shipped from London.(3)
Among the commodities which, after woollencloth and wool, appear

most frequently in the Particulars of Customs as Venetian exports are tin,

sometimes exported in the raw state in blocks and sometimes manufactured into

pewter vessels; lead, particularly following the dissolution of the

monasteries, and smaller quantities of copper. The remaining commodities

of the Venetian export trade were largely made up of the produce of English

agriculture, both pastoral and arable. Hides and leather were exported, before

and after the proclamation of 1538, prohibiting the export of these commodities,

because it was claimed, "leather, hides and tallowe is suddanlie enhaunsed

and risen in prices and much skantnes thereof is uttered and imployed."(4)

Other exports include grain, beans, and flour, however, dearth in England

resulted in the enforcement of measures against the export of 'prohibited goods,'

but the trade continued with and without royal licence.(S) English beer is

known to have been exported by Venetians to the Netherlands, from a

licence granted in March, 1542, to Augustino de Agostini, for the export of

(1) E.E. Power "The Wool Trade in the Fifteenth Century", in Studies

in English Trade in the Fifteenth Century. (ed.) E.E. Power and
M.M. Postan, London, 1933, pp.47, 56.

(2) P.R.0., K.R. Various Accounts, Foreign Merchants 128/30, mm. 2 and 10.

(3) E.M. Carus-Wilson and O. Coleman, op.cit. pp.73-4.
(4) schanz, op.cit., II 668-9.

(5) L. & P., XVI. 554, 662, 663, 'that men no longer dared to smuggle
out of England corn, leather, cheese and such commodities.'
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600 tons.(l)

English tin was beyond doubt the purest as well as the most

(2)

abundant in Europe, and enjoyed a high reputation in Europe and the Levant.
Giacomo Soranzo's relazione to the Senate, in 1554, praised the wealth and
high quality of the lead and tin exported by Venetian merchants:-

'Nel paese di Cormoveglia vi sono le miniere di piombo

e di stagno, delli quali metalli si cava copie grande

e di tanta bonth, che non si trovano de'simili in altre
parte.' (3)

Andrea Trevisan reported, in 1498, with equal praise, the renown of English
tin and pewterware:-

'Nasce ancora in detta isola .... piombo e stagno infinito;
Et in quel purissimo stagno fanno vasi non manco lucidi che -
se fossero di fino argento; e questi sono di grande stima

® o o0 00 00000 4'

Tin was exported from England by Venetian merchants both in its unworked

(5) (6)

state and manufactured into pewter. Pegolotti gives some interesting

details as to the form in which the tin arrived at Venice; "The tin is
imported from Cornwall in England in large slabs of a long square form,

each weighing about one and one third cantaro, Barbaresque weight of Majorca,

(1) Ibid., XVII 220(9).

(2) The best monograph on this subject is undoubtedly Dr. Hatcher's
excellent work on the medieval English tin trade, J. Hatcher,
English Tin Production and Trade before 1550, Oxford, 1973, from

which much of the statistical information presented has been drawn.

(3) L. Firpo, op.cit., p.310.

(4) 1Ibid., p.47. Not only did the experienced eye of Venetian merchants
praise the quality of English tin, the expert testimony of the
celebrated Venetian technologist Vannocio Biringuccio confirms
this, in 1540, he wrote of English tin, in his Pirotechnia,

V. Biringuccio, Pirotechnia, %ed.) C.S. Smith and M.T. Gnudi,
New York, 1942, p.60. "According to what I have heard from
experienced men, the best and the most abundant that is found
in the provinces of Europe is that which is mined in England."

(5) Vannocio Biringuccio, lauded the pureness of English pewterware,
which contained no lead:- ",.. the tin that comes from England,
when worked as well as in cakes that show it to be pure, is much
more beautiful and better in all works than is that made in Venice."
Biringuccio, Pirotechnia, p.211.

(6) Francesco Balducci Pegolotti, La Practica della mercatura, (ed.)
A. Evans, Camb. Mass., 1936, pp.380-1.

46.



where, and at Venice, they made bundles of tin rods, bound together by rods
of tin." English tin reaching the Levant via Venice brought a higher price
than tin arriving via other routes, ".... because every one of the rods made
at Venice has on it the stamp of San Marco, those of Venice get better price
than those of Majoroa or Provence, from two or three per cent, although

w(1)

one is as good as the other. Tin exported from Venice in rods bearing

the seal of San Marco found a ready market in the Levant and Middle East.
The articles most in demand at Alexandria in the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries were European metals, which the East lacked. Of these tin figured

(2)

Some tin and pewterware was redirected to the rest of Italy on

(3)

highly.
arrival at Venice, but after local consumption had been catered for the

bulk of English tin taken by the Venetian galleys was primarily to supply
customers in the trading centres of the Middle East, Constantinople, Damascus,
Aleppo, Alexandria and Cairo. So great was the temptation to ship tin and
kerseys, the staple commodities of western trade with the East in this period,
that the Senate was forced to issue a series of decrees commanding the captains
of Venetian vessels to sail first to Venice so that the duties might be paid to
the Republic, and the goods then re-exported in confirmity with the regulations

(4)

Once in the Levant much of the tin was
(5) e

governing the staple in metals,
conveyed overland by caravan to Arabia, India and even as far as China.
price of English tin in the markets of the Middle East was very high, and the
Venetians secured large profits on its sale. Andrea Barbarigo made a profit
of 51% on the sale of his English tin.(6) In the mid-sixteenth century English

tin was said to fetch 4s. a 1lb. avoirdupois in Babylon, while the average price

(1) Ibid., p.38l. The Cantaro is given as from 140-150 1b avoirdupois.
These 'slabs' or large rectangular blocks of Cornish tin usually weighed
between 200-300 1b. avoirdupois, and blocks of Devon tin termed ‘'slabs’
half as much, J. Hatcher, op.cit., p.4.

(2) See J.E. Thorold-Rogers, Economic Interpretations of History, Londen,
1891, p.1l06. Andrea Barbarigo, op.cit., pp.58-9.

(3) By local consumption is meant not simply the city of Venice, but a
wide area in northern Italy and the Adriatic Sea.

(4) c.s.pP.V., I, 328, 348, 492. II, 357.
(5) J. Hatcher, op.cit., Map, p.118.
(6) F.C. Lane, Andrea Barbarigo, pp.58-9. Venice and History, pp.118-25.
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MAP II

Distribution of tin by Venetians. Major
trade flows.

Key.

® Major Venetian markets. g Trebizond.
* Other markets. | H/crfo.

i SouH\amrl;on. to Baghdad.

2 London! n Terpoli.

3 thuerf. 12 Beirut,

4 enice. 13 Damascus,
5 Cons{'am‘:ino/ok,. 4 Alexandria .
& Tana. s Cairo.

7 Astrakhan.

47b



(1)

in London was only about 6d. a 1b. Andrea Berengo, writing from Aleppo,

in 1556, describes how English tin was used almost as a form of specie, and
as such was an important element in Venice's Levantine trade, being exchanged

by the Venetians for cloves at a fixed rate of exchange, and that the arrival

(2)

of English tin from Venice was eagerly awaited by Venetians in Aleppo.

From the fifteenth century the Venetians, who until then appear to

(3)

have received much of their supplies of tin overland from Bruges, began to

make regular shipments of tin direct from England to Venice in the Flanders
galleys. Our earliest information on the export of tin direct to Venice on the
state galleys is, in 1412, in a decree of the Senate for the fitting out of
four galleys for the Flanders voyage, which contains an express stipulation
that the tin is to be obtained from London.(4) From that date there is ample
evidence of the continuity of the direct tin trade to Venice.(S) Yorkist
commercial policy had a serious effect upon the Venetian export of tin,
especially the export licensing system through which the crown endeavoured to
raise extra revenue. The necessity of purchasing the licence to export tin
and lead undoubtedly led to the high cost of trading in metals and must have
encouraged customs evasion by Venetian merchants. The licensing of tin exports
was revived for a time in the reign of Henry VII.(6)

The decline and final cessation of the Flanders galley voyages in the

(7)

early sixteenth century possibly restricted the rate of growth of tin exports.

(1) P.R.0., SP.12, 243 £335.

(2) U- TUCCir M” pp.l79-81, 183’ 185-89 1919 197’ 199, 204: 2197
221, 224, 262, 264, 284 and Appendices 1-3.

(3) Pegolotti, op.cit., states that Florence and Venice received their
tin supplies overland p.380. See also R. Hunt, British Mining, 2nd ed.,
1887, p.45. G.R. Lewis, The Stannaries, Camb. Mass., 1903, pp.58-9.
E.S. Hedges, Tin in Social and Economic History, London, 1964, p.16.

(4) C.S.P.V., I, 189.

(5) Ibid., I, 328, 334, 338, 341, 348, 399, 546, 829; II, 146, 201, 418,
481, 843, 899, 934, 1166; 1III, 139, 838; IV, 703.

(6) The wording of grants made by the crown to their factors clearly
expressed that they were expected to sell licences. (C.P.R.,
1494-1509, 496, 460-1.

(7) J. Hatcher, op.cit., p.126.




Venetian shipping accounted for the bulk of recorded tin exports throughout
the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. The Venetians attained a
pre-eminent position in the export of tin in this period, and it is not
surprising to discover from the tables in Schanz(l) that the peaks of tin
exports were attained in the first decade of the sixteenth century, when the
Flanders galleys still regularly visited England. Sanudo reports that the
Flanders galleys returned to Venice with very rich cargoes in this decade.(2)
Tin exports between 1510-47, following the withdrawal of regular galley
voyages to the west in 1509, were on average 20% lower than they had been in

(3)

the first decade of the sixteenth century. In 1492, a staple in all metals,
excluding Derbyshire lead, was established at Southampton,(4) but failed to
establish the town as the centre for the tin trade.

Schanz's tables show that almost 28% of the export of English tin
and pewter plate was in the hands of aliens during the reign of Henry VIII.
Aliens exported an average of more than £2,000 worth of tin and pewterware
annually from English ports between 1509-46, three quarters in the form of
tin and the remainder as pewter vessels from the evidence presented by Schanz,
almost 44% of tin and 92% of pewterware exported by aliens, between 1509-46,
were shipped from London. Southampton accounted for 38% of tin and over
7% of pewterware. The amount of tin exported by aliens fluctuates widely
from year to year but the early and later years of Henry VIII's reign witnessed
the peaks in alien exports from London. From Southampton there is the familiar
relationship between exports and the visits of the Ilanders galleys, though
after 1534 aliens continue to export large quantities of tin from the Hampshire
port. Again there is ample evidence to show Venetian merchants resident in
London exporting tin from Southampton in the state galleys and in private

Venetian and English vessels. In the early sixteenth century, English tin

(1) G. Schanz, op.cit., II, pp.118-24.,

(2) sanudo, 1 Diarii VI,24 August, 1506. VII,13 May, 5 November, 1508.
VIII,10 May, 1509.

(3) J. Hatcher, op.cit., p.126. The progressive decline of Southampton's
trade in the early sixteenth century consequent upon the withdrawal
of Venetian and Mediterranean shipping from the port was bound to
have an adverse effect upon the export of tin from the port.

(4) C.P.R., 1485-94, 383-5.
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once more found its way to Venice via the overland route. In 1513, for example,

the Pasqualigo of London hoped to transport a large consignment of tin to

(1)

Venice via Germany. But increasingly, tin was exported in Venetian carracks

as the Flanders galleys ceased to visit English waters. Carracks such as the
'Sancta Maria et Sanctus Edwardus' continued to visit England and freighted

large quantities of tin, and pewterware,(2) as did the 'Capella' owned by

(3)

Tommaso Marcopolo, shipping tin direct to Venice from London and

Southampton. In 1515 and 1524 large quantities of Cornish tin shipped on

English and Venetian vessels were lost as a result of piracy in the western

(4)

Mediterranean. Not only Venetians, but English merchants too exported tin

and pewter plate to Venice on Venetian carracks. William Gresling, a. London

grocer, was among the Venetian merchants freighting Cornish tin on the

(5)

'Sancta Maria et Sanctus Edwardus'. In the final analysis the declining

number of Venetian vessels visiting Southampton resulted in a slump in alien
exports of tin from that port after 1509. Not surprisingly, therefore, London's
tin exports, between 1467-1547, indicate a close correlation with the voyages

of the Flanders galleys. In general terms the Enrolled Accounts indicate a
sharp decline from 1467-1500 occasioned by the withdrawal of Venetian shipping
from London to Southampton, and of the establishment of the tin staple at the
latter port in 1492. The revival of London's fortunes in the export of tin

came in 1510, as a result of Southampton's declining tin trade with the
Mediterranean consequent upon the migration of much of the Mediterranean

trade back to the port of London. The exports of pewterware naturally follow

(6)

the same pattern.
(1) sanudo, 1 Diarii, XVII, 22 QOctober, 1513.
(2) L. & P., Xx1(11) 218. P.R.0., H.C.A., 13/5, 13/7, 13/93.

(3) P.R.0., H.C.A., 13/11 ff 123-4.

(4) sSanudo, 1 Diarii, XX, 15 June, 1515. An English bark freighted by
Venetian merchants, which amongst other goods had a caro of 500
cantare of tin and much lead. C.S.P.V., III 836, 838, 847, 848,
Sanudo, 1 Diarii XXXVI, 14 June,1524. The two carracks 'Zana' and
'Giustiniana' seized by Biscayan pirates on their return to Venice
from England with English goods including much tin and pewterware.

(5) P.R.0., H.C.A. 13/5 £f 191-5; 13/7 ££401, 409; 13/93 ff 192-4, 202-3,
241-6, 271-4, 275-8, 294-5, 301-3.

(6) J. Hatcher, op.cit., Appendix B. pp.164-93.
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The lead mines of Derbyshire provided the other mineral export that
appears frequently in the customs returns made on Venetian exporters.(l)
Schanz's tables showing lead exports from London during the first few years

of the reign of Henry VIII indicate that at a time when alien exports were high,
lead exports by aliens from London were only slightly less valuable.(z) Lead,
together with tin, formed a significant part of the return cargo of Venetian
vessels in the Tudor period, and the customs accounts for London in the 1530's
show Venetian merchants exporting much lead along with the more familiar

(3)

merchandise. In 1546, a royal warrant for the delivery of a large quantity

of lead, to the Venetian merchant Domenico Erizzo, was made out by Sir Edward

(4)

North, Chancellor of Augmentations. The early sixteenth century saw the
erection of many new public buildings in Venice and the Veneto, and the period
1530-70 witnessed an expansion in the construction of mainland villas, notably
along the Brenta, for private families.(s) Lead formed an indispensible
building material at this time, and was in short supply at Venice, which had
little lead in its own mainland territories.(6)

One other commodity appears regularly in the customs accounts, and
is frequently mentioned in the patents granted to the merchants of Venice as
one of the principal items of Anglo-Venetian trade - hides. According to

(7)

Schanz's tables about 70 lasts of 200 hides each were exported by both

alien and English merchants annually from English ports during the reign of
Henry VIII. Aliens exported about 54% of the total export of hides, mostly

from London, which accounted for 58% of all hides exported by aliens. Once

(1) see W.G. Hoskins, The Age of Plunder, The England of Henry VIII
1500-1547, London, 1976. pp.165, 167-9.

(2) G. Schanz, op.cit., II. pp.118-9.
(3) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts, E.122 82/8.

(4) L. &P., XXI (1).652. The lead bought by Erizzo from the King
obviously originated from despoiled monastic property.

(5) J.S. Ackerman, Palladio, Penguin Books, 1966.
(6) sSee A. Alberti e R. Cessi, 'La politica mineraria della republica
Veneta, - Roma, (Ministero dell'Economica Nazionale) 1927.

(7) G. Schanz, op.cit., II. pp.109-17.
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more the customs accounts indicate the predominance of Italian merchants, and
again Venetians figure large amongst the Italian exporters of hides. In 1515
Venetian merchants shipped 1,000 dozen calfskins on an English bark bound for

(1)

Venice. Five years later Niccolo Trevisan is recorded exporting 70 lasts

of tanned hides from London on the Flanders galleys then in Southampton.(Z)
Merchants like Domenico Erizzo frequently exported leather with their cloth,
wool and tin from Southampton in the early sixteenth century,(3) and the
Hampshire port accounted for about 12% of the total alien export of hides at
this time. An indication of the continued importance of English hides to the
Venetian leather working industries in the mid-sixteenth century is illustrated
by a decree passed in the Senate, in September, 1545, by which provision was
made for the continued importation of English tanned hides, despite the

(4)

protests of the Venetian tanners. The petition of the guild of shoemakers
of Venice states that the hides tanned annually at the 'Zudecha' were
insufficient for the numerous population of the city, and that if the trade
was to prosper it was essential to obtain a regular and sufficient supply of
tanned hides for the use of the shoemakers. The local supply had proved
insufficient for the growing consumption of the local population and the
decree, henceforth, permitted tanned hides of the best quality from England
and Turkey to be imported, paying the usual duties. In future English tanned
hides were to bte sold in the public warehouses at Rialto, along with those
tanned in Venice, but with the proviso that English hides were not to be
purchased so long as there were still local hides in the Venetian slaughter
houses. English hides, however, were preferred to local ones by the

shoemakers. The Venetian ambassadors to England made frequent mention of

the high quality of English and Irish hides in their relazione and dispacci

(1) Sanudo, 1 Diarii, XX, 15 June, 1515.
(2) c¢.s.p.V., III. 120.

(3) P.R.0., H.C.A. 13/93 f£f 242-5, 271-4.

(4) A.S.V., Senato Terra, 34, f Tlv.
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in this period.(l) English hides sold at Venice at 2 soldi less per 1b.
(Venetian) than those tanned locally, and were 1 soldo per 1b. more than
hides imported from Turkey.(z)
Surprisingly we find that the Venetians were also involved in the
export of grain and beans from England, commodities which, as perishables,
normally reached a circumscribed market. However, much of the Venetian export
of grain from England was to France and Flanders. Grain in this period
provided a difficult cargo. In June, 1527, Antonio Duodo, a resident of London,
who had exported 700 quarters of wheat to Calais requested a licence to send
the wheat into France since the sea crossing had made the wheat defective and

(3)

unsaleable in Calais. Nor is this the only reference to Venetians exporting

grain. In 1498 a Venetian carrack bound from London to Venice loaded large
quantities of wheat at Calais, doubtless of English growth, at the rate of

(4)

4s. 6d., sterling for 660 Venetian staid. During the crisis years, 1527-29,

when much of northern and central Italy suffered from famine, heightened by

(5)

the invasions of foreign armies, the Signory in desperation wrote to
Marc'Antonio Venier, ambassador in London, requesting that he obtain licences
to export wheat and wheat flour to Venice.(G) To better facilitate the

importation of English grain the Consiglio Dieci decreed, on 19 September,

1527, that all importers of wheat or wheaten flour from England were to receive

(1) L. Firpo, op.cit., passim.

(2) A.S.V., loc.cit..

(3) L. & P., IV (11)3209.

(4) D. Malipiero, Annali, pp.710-11.

(5) See B. Pullan, Rich and Poor, pp.240-4; ibid, 'The famine in
Venice and the new poor law, 1527-29', Belletino dell'
Instituto di Storia della Societa e dello Stato Veneziano,
V-VI 11963—45. At this juncture Venice was involved in a
life and death struggle with the Habsburgs, and consequently
much of the grain supplies of central Europe, and the Kingdom
of Naples were inaccessible to Venetian buyers. In the second
half of 1527 Cyprus also fell into distress; it was at this
critical juncture that the Signory wrote in desperation to
London for permission to export English grain.

(6) Sanudo, 1 Diarii, XLVI, 20 October, 5 December, 1527.
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(1)

a bounty of 40 soldi per staio, and permitted the importation of the grain

in Venetian or alien vessels chartered in the west. To further facilitate
speedy shipment alien vessels were permitted to insure as Venetian bottoms.(z)
On 12 October following, the period of the operation of the bounty was
extended to May, 1528. Moreover, the bounty was extended to beans and legumes
imported from England. Unfortunately, Venier reported that there was also a
scarcity of grain in England, owing to a series of poor harvests,(B) and that
grain could not be obtained, but he added that he had talked to the Venetian
merchants in London who reported that there was much bean flour being ground
at the mills, and he, therefore, proposed to obtain beans and bean flour. His
one fear was that in making a demand for licence to export grain and beans he
would exasperate the London populace.(4) The merchants resident in London also
wrote to France to obtain a licence to export French grain, as it was reported
in London that France had adequate grain supplies. Whatever the final outcome
of the negotiations in England, it is clear that in times of dearth and crisis
at Venice, grain, beans and other legumes were eagerly sought in distant
England, which normally had sufficient stocks for export.

The exports of Venetian merchants from England were probably rather
more diversified than has been suggested above, and certainly more varied
than is traditionally ascribed by English historians. No doubt the Venetians
were involved in the export of a host of other miscellaneous commodities to
the nearby French, Spanish and Netherlandish markets. Certainly a highly
profitable trade was carried on with the ports of Rouen and Bordeaux, and
numerous licences were granted to Venetians both to import French wines,

(5) (6)

woad, and other goods, and to export English goods to France.

(1) Staio, Venetian bushel, 1 staio of Venice = 3 Florentine staia,
1 Florentine staio = approx. 1 Winchester bushel (approx. 64-1b.
avoirdupois). The Venetian staio, therefore, was approx. 3 Winchester
bushels, or 192-1b. avoirdupois.

(2) A.S.V., Consiglio Dieci, Parti Comuni, 3 f90r.

(3) see W.G. Hoskins, 'Harvest Fluctuations and English Economic
History, 1480-1619', Ag.Hist.Rev., XII pt.l 1964; ibid. op.cit.,
pp.85-8.

(4) sanudo, 1 Diarii, XLVI, 20 October, 5 December, 1527.

(5) L. &P., II(11) 2999, 3502; III(1) 55(22); IV(11) 2599(13); V 1065(29);
VI 1703%; XIV(1) 403(49); XVII 137(49); XVIII 476(19).
(6) Ibid., XVIII. 476(19). -



The Venetian trade with France must have involved the export of those English
goods traditionally entering Anglo-French trade. Unfortunately these

commodities of export are unspecified in the patents granted to Venetians.
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1B

THE COMMODITIES OF TRADE : IMPORTS

VenPtian imports into England present us with a rich diversity of
commodities. It is now over a century since Rawdon Brown(l) tabulated the
produce and manufactures conveyed to England by the Flanders galleys. Since
then the opulence and variety of the Venetian import trade has been referred
to so often by English historians that it is in danger of becoming a

commonplace, and can only be vitalised by the evidence of the port books of

London and Southampton.(z) The Particular Accounts for the two ports show

Venetians importing goods of the most varied nature, ranging from foodstuffs
and raw-materials to manufactured articles and luxury products. Unfoftunately
there does not exist an import index comparable with the information published
with regard to exports by Schanz, and by Carus-Wilson and Coleman. Fortunately,
Schanz has published tables for the import of sweet and malmsey wine, but
further information must be gleaned from the Particular Accounts.(B) For the
present thesis the Particular Accounts have been used for illustrative rather
than quantitativedetail.

Venetian commerce was both complex and highly organised, and much
of the merchandise brought to England in the Venetian state galleys had

travelled across two continents before reaching England. The complexity of

(4)

this trans-continental trade has been more than adequately treated elsewhere,

(1) c.s.P.V., Rawdon Brown, (ed.), London, 1864, vol.l,Table No.5,
pPp. CXXXV-CXXXIX.

(2) All the commodities enumerated in this chapter are to be found in the
records of the P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts, E122., for London and
Southampton in the later fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, and
in the records of the Southampton customs and water-bailiffs kept at
the Southampton Corporation Record Office. Only rare or unusual
commodities are indicated by footnotes, or in those instances where
Venetian records untouched by Brown are referred to.

(3) Over forty years ago Professor H.L. Gray wrote of the courage that
would be required to complete statistical data from the surviving
port books. E. Power and M.M. Postan, op.cit., p.321., and we still
await the scholar with the courage and flair for interpolation that
the task would require.

(4) W. Heyd, Histoire du commerce du Levant au moyen fige, Leipzig, 1886.
F.C. Lane, Venice, A Maritime Republic, Baltimore, 1973. pp.68-85,
285-92. P. Laven, op.cit., pp.67-76. J.W. Parry, The Story of
Spices and the Spices Described, New York, 1969.
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and it is not the purpose of this thesis to add to the already extensive
literature of the medieval spice trade. Outstanding among the commodities
imported into England by the Flanders galleys were the spices(l) so eagerly
sought and lavishly employed by the cooks of wealthy households. These were
used in the preparation of fish and meat dishes, to mask the taste of salt
and tainted flesh,(z) as well as in sweetmeats, and hot spiced drinks. The

scale on which the great noblemen, ecclesiastics, and wealthy merchants ate

(3)

is a dietitians nightmare, and the medieval menus still extant are of

great interest in bringing home to us the extravagance of the upper classes

(4)

of Tudor England, and of the astonishing resources of their kitchens.
The Church vied with the Court and the nobility in the luxurious magnificance
of its banquets, and while such gargantuan meals marked special occasions

there was a good deal of extravagance and luxury at the tables of wealthy

(5)

Englishmen. Many of these medieval recipes look alarming at first with

(1) The medieval trade in pepper and spices of many kinds, in dyestuffs,
medieval plants, and drugs from the Orient, generally goes under
the inclusive name of the spice trade.

(2) The popularity in Tudor England of strong seasoning for meat and
fish was undoubtedly due to the mode of preservation employed at
that period, and spices must have been added with relish to the
rather insipid and pickled meats of the long winter months.

(3) sSee T. Austin, (ed.), 'Two Fifteenth Century Cookery Books',
E.E.T.S., 91, London, 1888. f. Furnivall, (ed.), The Babees
Book, E.E.T.S., 32, London, 1868. J.C. Drummond and A. Wilbraham,
The Englishman's Food, A History of Five Centuries of English Diet,
London, (rev.ed.,) 1964. S. Pegge, (ed.), The Forme of Curry. A
roll of ancient English cookery, compiled about A.D.1390 by a
master cook of King Richard II, London, 1780. R. Tannahill,
Food in History, London, 1973.

(4) It was usual to have at least three separate courses of meat, followed
by three separate fish courses, and each of the six courses was brought
to a close by a dish of pastry, a sweetmeat or a jelly. J.C. Drummond
and A. Wilbraham, op.cit., pp.57-62. W. Herbert, (ed.), The Rutland
Papers, Camden Society Publications, XXI, 1842, and The Regulations
and Establishment of the Household of Henry Algernon Percy, Fifth
Earl of Northumberland, 1512, (ed.), Thomas Percy, Bishop of
Dromore, 1827.

(5) Archbishop Cranmer was forced to take steps to check the scandalous
extravagance of the higher dignitaries of the Church in 1541.
R. Warner, Antiquitates Culinariae, 1791.
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pepper, ginger, cardamom, cinnamon, saffron, cloves, nutmegs and mace all in
one recipe, and medieval cooks used a great deal more than a mere 'pinch' of
these spices, if only because the starchy ingredients and creamy sauces, which
reduced the saltiness, also reduced the intensity of the spices themselves.

Prior to 1504 the trade in these spices at London had been
monopolised by the Venetians who imported them directly from Venice, but in
the sixteenth century the Venetian monopoly in England was broken by the

(1)

Portuguese. Portuguese spices reached Europe in 1501, but at first they

did not seriously damege the Venetian trade. In 1504, Portuguese spices were

(2)

on sale in London, and in the same year the Venetian Levantine galleys

found none at Alexandria and Beirut, ports et which they were accustomed to
find three million pounds weight or more. In 1503 and 1505 Venetian ambassadors
were sent to Egypt to negotiate better trading terms but failed.(3) Increasingly

anxious the Venetians even considered the building of a Suez canal.(4) In

1506 a new committee, the Cinque Savii alla Mercanzia, was established to

consider and advise upon Venice's future commercial development. Between
1508-20, there was little Venice could do, for she was immediately embroiled
in a disastrous Buropean war, involving her very survival, and in 1516-17

the Ottoman Turks overran Syria and Egypt presenting Venice with a new

(5)

situation in the Levant. But the Republic's oriental trade showed

remarkable resilience. The economic shock of the Portuguese incursion, and

(l) Portuguese efforts to undermine the traditional spice routes by
rounding the African continent had been encouraged by the Genoese
and Florentines in an effort to break the Venetian monopoly. W. Heyd,
op.cit., II, pp.521 et seq.; C. Verlinden, 'La colonie italienne de
Lisbonne et 1'economie portugaise,' in Studi in Onore di Armando
Sapori, Milano, I, 1957.

(2) sanudo, 1 Diarii, V, 9 March, 1504. 380 tons of spices from Calicut
arrived in the Thames in five Portuguese vessels to the consternation
of the Venetian colony at London.

(3) See J.E. Wansbrough, 'Documents for the history of commercial relations
between Egypt and Venice, 1442-1512', L.S.0.A.S., Ph.D. Thesis, 1961-2.

(4) F. Charles-Roux, ‘'L'Isthme de Suez et les rivaltés européénnes au XVIe€
siécle,' Revue de 1'histoire des colonies frangais, 1924. V. Magalhaes-
Godhino, 'Le repli Venitien et Egyptien et la route du Cap, 1496-1533,'
Eventail de 1'Histoire vivante, Hommage % Lucien Febvre, Paris, 1953,
II, pp.283-300.

(5) See S.N. Fischer, The Foreign relations of Turkey, 1481-1512, Urbana,
1948. Ibn Iyas, 'The Otoman Conquest of Egypt,' Trans. W.H. Salmon,
Oriental Translation Fund, n.s., XXV, London, 1921. G.W.F. Stripling,
The Ottoman Turks and the Arabs, 1511-74, Illinois Studies in the Social
Sciences, vol.26, No.4, Urbana, 1942.
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the panic that followed it did not last long. As early as 1505 Vincenzo
Quirini, the Venetian ambassador at Antwerp, reported that the current price

of pepper was 20 Flemish gros the 1b.(Flemish) and ginger 24 gros, provided it
came from Venice, as spices brought by the Portuguese were inferior, and fetched

(1)

no more than from 16-18 gros Fl. the 1b.. The Portuguese attempt at
monopolising the shipping in the Indian Ocean and the East Indies did not
succeed. Her officials proved venal, and Portugal did not possess the
financial resources to maintain her stranglehold on her Muslim competitors,

(2)

reinforced after 1526 by the reinvigoration of Mughal India. Venice had
her own advantages. Her spices, notably those that suffered from lengthy

sea voyages around the Cape, were generally of higher quality than Portugal's.
The centuries of experience gained by Venetian merchants in the eastern markets
was also important. Venice had traditional contacts and a lengthy experience
in the spice trade. Her marketing techniques and her experience in the
European markets were also superior. This can be judged by the fact that
spices imported from Alexandria through Marseilles to Lyons were more expensive
than Venetian spices trans-shipped overland from Venice to Lyons.(3) These
factors tended to counter, at least in part, the cheaper Portuguese transport
costs to Antwerp. Finally, the Republic's experience in supplying the needs

of the Levantine and Eastern merchants was important for the maintenance of

the Venetian spice trade. Venice certainly experienced bad years. In 1499,
1500, 1504, 1506 and 1512, there was no pepper to be had at Alexandria or
Beirut; 1517, 1519, 1523 and 1529, were also lean years for the trade as can
be judged from the lack of spices on the Flanders galleys in 1518-19, and

1522-23. Yet, in 1515, Venetian pepper and ginger were still on the market at

(1) B.M.V., Ital. C1.VII,Cod. DCCCCLXXXIX (9581) f46r. Letter
dated Antwerp, 21 June, 1505, from amongst the dispacci of
Vincenzo Quirini to the Signory.

(2) C.G.F. Simkin, The Traditional Trade of Asia, London, 1968,
pp.171-80.

(3) R. Gasgon, 'Un sidcle du commerce des épices & Lyons,'
Annales, 15, 1960.
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Antwerp in large quantities competing with the Portuguese trade.(l) In the 1520's

Levantine spices almost totally vanished from the market at Antwerp, but in the

1530's they made a determined recovery, and in 1533-4, 85% of the spices at Lyons

were Venetian. In an effort to combat the Mediterranean trade Portugal trans-

ferred her trade from Antwerp to Lisbon, but Venetian marketing techniques and

experience were able to confound them. By the 1560's Venice had a spice trade

greater than it had ever had in the past.(2) From 1504, therefore, Venetian

spices had to compete with those of Portugal, but the purchase price at Lisbon

and Venice was roughly the same, while the demand in western Europe was higher

than ever. Moreover, Portuguese competition, far from reducing the market cost of

spices in western Europe, tended to increase the price of all spices reaching

western markets.

A distinct drop in the western price of spices, and particularly of

pepper, between the three decades 1420-50 is indicated by Van der Wee's study of

Antwerp prices, and this is reinforced by a study of English and French figures

for the same period. See graphs 1-3, and Table III.(S)

(1)

(2)
(3)

The town ordinance of Antwerp, of 1508, makes a distinction in quality
between Venetian and Portuguese pepper. In that year garbeleren on Portu-
guese pepper was paid twice as much. However, only when the Mediterranean
spice trade became important again, in the 1530's, was an explicit distinc-
tion made between Portuguese and Venetian ginger and pepper, the Venetian
being on average 5 to 6% more expensive. See Van der Wee, op.cit., II,p.306.

F.C. Lane, 'The Mediterranean Spice Trade: Its Revival in the Sixteenth
Century', in Venice and History, pp.25-35.

H.Van der Wee, The Growth of the Antwerp Market and the European economy,
The Hague, 1963, II, Appendix 26. J.E.Thorold Rogers, A History of Agric-
ulture and prices in England, 7 vols. Oxford, 1866-1902, IV, pp.680-2.
G.d'Avenel - Histoire &conomique de la Propriété, des Salaires, des Deurees,
et de tous les Prix en anérall 1200-1800, 5 vols. Paris, 1894-1912, vol.IV,
482-6, 502-6. Where gaps exist in Thorold Roger's table of prices I have
taken the average price for the decade and inserted this into the gap.
Fortunately few gaps do exist and where this is so the gaps are of little
more than a year or two at most., The English series gives only approximate
results since it rests upon a comparatively small number of data. The varia-
tions depend not only upon circumstances in the Levant, but also upon
conditions in the lands of production, in England and the entire travelling
route. The Venetian statistics are extracted from the following sources:-
for the years 1411-18, 1421-27, 1431, A.S.V., Misc. Gregolin, busta 14,
Soranzo Account Book, libro nuovo e libro vecchio, busta 8. Lettere
commerciali, 1416. 1420, W.Stieda, Hansich-venetianische Handelbeziehungen,
Rostock, 1894, p.103. 1429-3%2, B.M.V., Cronaca di Antonio Morosini, M.S.
Ital., Cl.VII. Cod. 2049 (8332), II, 955, 1143, 13%48. 1437-46, 1462, A.S.V.,
Archivi privati, Archivio Grimani-Barbarigo, Ledgers A and B. 1470-82,
A.S.V., Misc.Gregolin, busta 15, Ledger Book of Alvise Michieli, 1497-1510,
Girolamo Priuli, 1 Diarii, in Rerum Italiacarum Scriptores 2nd. ed., Tomo
XX1V, Parte III, vol.l, Citta di Castello: Casa Editrice, S.Lopi, 1911;
vol.II, Bologna; Nicola Zanichelli, 1933; vol.IV Bologna; Nicola Zanichelli
19%8; Marin Sanudo, 1 Diarii., eds. R.Fulin et al., Deputazione Veneta di
Storia Patria, Venezia, 1879-1903.
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DUCATS PER CARGO
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Table III

THE AVERAGE PRICE FOR PEPPER IN FRANCE, BY PERIODS Of EWENTY—FTVE
YEARS, FROM 1400-1550, IN LIVRE TOURNOIS PER LIVRE. (1

1400-25 .. .. .. .. 6s. 8d. | 1500-25 .. .. .. .. 68. 8d.
1425-50 .. .. .. .. 4s. O0d. | 1525-50 .. .. .. ..10s. 8d.
1450-75 .. .. .. .. 68. 3d.
1475-1500 .. .. .. 5s. 4d.

The reason for this can be found by looking at wholesale prices of pepper at
Venice in these decades, as Venice was pre-eminent in the fifteenth century
spice trade of western Europe. Pepper prices fell by about 50% in that
interval and did not return to its former high level until after 1498,
Wholesale prices of pepper at Venice, 1411-1510, drawn frommerchants' ledgers,
letters and diaries are shown in the accompanying graph 3. This explains the
general fall in prices in north-western Europe. After selling at between
83-157 ducats per cargo in the period 1411-26 pepper prices at Venice fell

to 50 in 1432 and sank lower in the 1440's and 1470's. Rarely did the price
rise above 55 ducats per cergo until the interruption of the Venetian spice
trade in 1499 by the Turco-Venetian war. Low pepper prices at Venice are
grounds for assuming low pepper prices at Alexandria and Beirut in the face
of lack of any definite figures to the contrary. The actual fall in prices
during the second quarter of the fifteenth century is contrary to traditional
opinion that wholesale spice prices rose in Europe in the period before the
Portuguese incursion. The appearance of the Portuguese in the Indian Ocean
interrupted the flow from India to the Mediterranean ports and had the effect
of a rise in protection costs in that part of the trade.(z) Prices in Egypt
and Syria mounted accordingly. Prices at Venice rose to a correspondingly
high figure, 80-100 ducate per cargo in 1502-04.(?) The Portuguese for a

(1) The French series gives only approximate results since it rests upon a

comparatively small number of data. As in contemporary England: 1 livre =
20 sous; 1 sou = 12 deniers.

(2) see F.C. Lane, 'National Wealth and Protection Costs', in Venice and
History, pp. 376-8.

(3) Girolamo Priuli, 1 Diarii., in Rerum Itali carum Scriptores, 2nd ed.,

Tomo XXIV, Parte II1. vol.II (Bologna; Nicola Zanichelli, 1933,) 185, 197,
21, 242-3, 255, 282, 335.
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time sold at high prices also, but, in 1506, they fixed their price at the
equivalent of 52 ducats per cargo. The Venetian price of pepper followed

the Lisbon price thereafter. In 1509, it was also at 52 ducats per cargo.
The price of 52 ducats per cargo was a return to the general low level
maintained by the Venetians in the later fifteenth century, but the
Portuguese did not lower their prices below that level. Graphs 1-3 confirm
the conclusion of F.C. Lane and V. Magalhaes Godhino that during the decades
when the Portuguese captured the bulk of the spice trade from the Venetians
they did so by methods which raised prices in western Burope rather than
lowered them. The Portuguese sea route to India did not lower the price of
spices for Buropeans, its immediate effect was rather to greatly increase their
cost. After coming down to 52 ducats per cargo, in the period 1506-9, pepper
prices rose, so that the Portuguese were receiving 66% more for their pepper
in 1527 than in 1509. (1)

Along with the Venetian importation into England of these 'culinary
spices' in the later fifteenth century came a wide variety of oriental drugs,
and medicinal plants to restock the supplies kept by English apothecaries,
monasteries and hospitals. Cassia and Senna were imported from Egypt, rhubarb
from China, myrobalan plums from India, with other purgatives such as
colocynth and scammony. From the East Indies came turbith, galingale and

camphor, From Sokotra came aloe and Dragon's Blood (Dracaena Cinnibari),

@ solidified gum resin much used as an astringent by medieval apothecaries,
and held to be good for stopping haemorrhages. A host of other drugs, aniseed,

Zedoary, gum benzoin, wormseed, borax, sal ammoniac, balsam, galbanum,

(1) See graphs 1 and 2, F.C. Lane, 'The Mediterranean Spice Trade', in
Venice and History, pp. 25-34; ‘'National Wealth and Protection
Costs,' ibid., pp.376-8. V. Magalhaes Goghino, 'Le repli
vgnetien et édgyptian et la route du cap,' Evantail de l'histoire
vivante: Homage & Lucien Febvre, Paris, 1953, I1I, pp.283-300;
and, L'Bconomie de 1'empire portugais aux XVe et XVI® siécles,
Paris, 1958. D.F. Lach, Asia in the making of Burope, Chicago,
1965, I pp.143-7: also useful, F. Charles-Roux, 'L'Isthme de
Suez et les rivaltés europennes au XVI® siecle', Revue de
1'histoire des colonies francais, 1924, M. Mirkovic, 'Ragusa
ZEE'%EE"53??5&5353‘;5333‘%;2%377 The Slavonic and East Buropean

Review, 21, American series, II, 1943.
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asafoetida, euphorbium, opoponax, elichrysum, 'Venice Sumach', ‘'calamus verus'

or sweet flag, pellitory roots, melilot, cantharidae, tragacanth, verdigris,
squinanth, sagapen and sarcocolla, all in great demand by English apothecaries,
were also landed in England from the Venetian galleys. The Portuguese
intrusion into the traditional spice trade does not appear to have diverted
the drug traffic to the same extent as the traffic in 'culinary spices'.(l)
Moreover, Venetian pharmacists enjoyed a high reputation for their drugs
throughout Europe and many of the drugs exported to northern Europe by
Venetian merchants were made up into medicines at Venice where the civic
authority regarded the drug trade, and the preparation of drugs and remedies
with great importance.(z) The popularity of drugs and medicinal preparations
in England reached its zenith in the sixteenth century. In July 1534, one
Hieronimo Baptista Opizio wrote from Venice to Thomas Starkey, Cromwell's
secretary, informing him that certain drugs required by 'Clement' (Armstrong?)
were not to be found at Venice, but that he was able to despatch the rest,

especially the 'lignum guajiacum' for 'morbus gallicus', and directions for

a special purgative and an ointment. Opizio had also received an earlier

(3)

request for a prescription to relieve pains in the joints. Venice was

especially noted for a compound called 'Theriaca Venetia', or 'Venice Treacle',
as it was popularly called in England, which contained no less than sixty-one

ingredients.(4) Another popular theriaca, 'Cairo Treacle', was also brought

(1) N.‘Steensgaard, Carracks, Caravans and Companies: The structural
Crisis in the European-Asian trade in the early seventeenth century,
Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies, No.l7, Odense, 1973, p.1l0l.

(2) See C,.J.s8. Thompson, The Mystery and Art of the Apothecary,
London, 1929, pp.61-2.

(3)  BuM., Nero B VI, 140. Opizio to Starkey, 29 July, 1534.

(4) 'Theriaca Venetia' proved so popular that it was much copied by
English apothecaries, and one apothecary claimed to have a theriaca
which could compare with that of Venice. No doubt with the Venetian
merchants in mind, he wrote to Queen Elizabeth: "It is very lamentable
to consider that strangers do daily send into England a false and
naughty kind of Mithridatium and Treacle in great barrels, more than
a thousandweight a year, and utter the same at such a low price, for
3d. and 4d. a pound to the great hurt of Her Majesties subjects and
no small gain to strangers purses." C.J.S. Thompson, op.cit., p.64.
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to England by the Venetians.(l) Venice also supplied England with various
ointments, oils, cerates, collyriae, tablets, sacred earths, inhalatioms,
and of course precious rose water from Persia.(z) A glance at one of the many
pharmacopoeias printed at Venice in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
would give a fair idea of the numerous drugs and potions available at Venice,
many of which must have entered Anglo-Venetian trade.(B)

From the late fifteenth century, and especially at the court of
Henry VIII, there was a growing demand among the English nobility for perfumes,
jewelry and luxury materials, which Venetian merchants like the Pisani and
Priuli readily supplied. Spikenard, frankincense, incense, sandalwood and
balsam, were imported, along with the chief ingredients employed in perfumery,
civet, musk and ambergris. The arts of distilling exquisite smelling perfumes
and preparing unguents, however, long remained the monopoly of Italy. By the
1530's the use of perfumes had become general among the English wealthy.
Henry VII spent large sums on perfumes, as his privy purse expenses testify;
in 1492, a box of pomand cost him 10s., and in 1498, he paid £17. 5s. for

(4)

musk and ambergris.

(5)

Henry VIII spent lavishly on perfumes, jewels, and

pPrecious stones. In 1510, he purchased precious stones and jewels from the

Venetian government through the ambassador in London, Andrea Badoer, to the

value of 100,000 ducats.(G) He also made large purchases through individual

(1) Prospero Alpinus, the celebrated Paduan physician and naturalist,
wrote, in 1591, that Theriaca of Cairo was much sought after in
the west, and that Englishmen then came to Cairo to purchase it.
Lb.i_d'o P.63.

(2)

A co%lyrium called Hierax Venetia was considered a very powerful
application for afflictions of the eye; it consisted of myrrh,
gum ammoniac and verdigris.

(3) €.g. Manillius', Luminara Majius, printed at Venice in 1496.

(4)  H. Norris, - Costume and Fashion, III, The Tudors, Book I,
1485-1547, London, 1938. pp.44-5.

(5) 2;3;9-: Exchequer, Treasury of Receipts, Misc. Books, E36/215
passim. B.M., Royal M.S. 7C XVI, ff 18-32.

(6) sanudo, 1 Diarii X1, 9, 16 November, 1510. 2 January, 1510,
A.S.V., Senato, Secreta, Deliberazioni. 43, f 155r. The purchase
was made in the form of a loan to the Republic by Henry VIII in
order to preserve Venice against France. There is no record of the
return of the jewels, or the repayment of the loan.
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(1)

Venetian merchants and jewellers, like Andrea Thomaso, from whom the king

purchased a diamond, in 1536, for £l,520.(2)

From the Venetian possessions in the eastern Mediterranean, and
from the Levantine markets came more bulky products to swell the Venetian
imports into England. From Cyprus and Syria came large quantities of camlet,
a fine woven material made from goats hair. Large quantities of camlet were

imported by the Flanders galleys, in 1518, in place of spices much to the

(3)

annoyance of the King and Cardinal Wolsey. Turkish and Persian carpets,

and silks, together with Syrian cotton, also formed a large part of the
Venetian imports, along with bales of raw cotton-wool from Syria and Egypt.
In Candia, Rotimo, Coron, Modon, Monemvasia, Nauplia, and from other Venetian

held islands and cities in the Aegean and Ionian Sea, Venetian carracks

(4)

freighted sweet wines, malmsies, muscadels, romaneys, muscadines and tyre,(s)

direct to England. From Cephalonia and Zante came 'raisins of Corinth' or
currants, raisins, oil and turpentine. From North Africa came Cairo carpets,
sugar, cotton, and saltpetre, with ostrich plumes, ivory and occasionally

black slaves brought from West Africa across the Sahara. Also from Africa

(1) L. & P., x1V (II) 435 (19), 781; XXI (11) 332(48).
(2) L. & p., x1, 381.

(3) P.R.0., K.R. Remembrances, Customs Accounts, E122 209/3, and B.M.V.,
Ttal. C1.VII, MCXIX (7449), Letter of 21 June, 1518.

(4) Malmsey or malvasia wine was grown in Crete and Cyprus, but the better
quality wines, Malvasia Candiase, Creticum vinum, Malvasia Garba, and

ﬁotimo Malvasia from the different districts of Crete were considered
he best.

(5)

Romaney was an inferior kind of malmsey made at Corcyra, Cephalonia,
and Zante, and was often sold by the Venetians as malmsey although
by a city ordinance, of 1353, it was forbidden to sell romaney as
malmsey in London. A.L. Simon, History of the Wine Trade, London.
1906. 1, P.213. Muscadel on the other hand was held in great
e§timation in England, and fetched higher prices than any other
kind of sweet wine; it was made from the muscat grape grown in
Crete. @.B, Croce, Della eccelenza e diversita dei vini, che nella
Montagna di Torino si fanno, Torino, 1606. C.S.P., Domestic Series
1581-91, p.423. Tyre wine is of uncertain origin but was probably
a sweet wine ghipped from the islands of the Tyrrhenean Sea,
especially Ischia and Capri. A.L. Simon. op.cit., II p.240.
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came the monkeys and parrots destined as household pets for wealthy Tudor

families, and the seeds of the malaquetta pepper, commonly called 'grains of

(1)

paradise' much used by English apothecaries.
Venice was renowned throughout Europe for its luxury textiles, and
large quantities of expensive velvets, satins and silks were sent from the
lagoons to England. The Venetians specialized in the sale of high quality
patterned materials of silk and velvet. Bales and chests of these costly
fabrics were landed from the galleys at Southampton and London. Damask, a
patterned material wholly woven of silk, which was very expensive, and sold
in London for about eight shillings per yard, arrived in various colours and

as rolls of white damask embroidered throughout in gold, with black, green,

tawny, and crimson satins.(2) Other Venetian specialities were brocades,

brocatels, cloth of gold or silver of Venice, cloth of gold of Damask,

baudekyns, crimsons, crimson cloth of gold of Damask, satins, velvets, tinsels,

(3)

tissue and taffeta. So great was the demand in England for these expensive

(4)

materials that they frequently cost over £7 per yard. Considerable

(1) E.W. Bovill, The Golden Trade of the Moors, London, 1968, p.105.

(2) Much of the information on Venetian and Italian textiles of this
period was obtained in the excellent library at the Victoria and
Albert Museum, London, and also from the members of the department
of textiles who were very kind and helpful in answering all my
questions. Also H. Norris, op.cit., III passim, which is an
invaluable guide to this subject.

(3) A brocade was a silken material, generally woven with a floral pattern
in gold, silver, or in contrasting colours, with the pattern raised.
A brocatel was a large patterned silk brocade. Cloth of gold of Venice
was an especially rich material woven with a warp of pure gold threads,
and a weft of silk, and was considered to be the finest of all Italian
cloths of gold. Baudekyn, similar to cloth of gold, was woven with
both warp and weft of gold thread. Cloth of gold of Damask, one of the
more fashionable, and more expensive Venetian fabrics was woven with
a pattern of gold warp and weft. Crimsons were another fine quality
gpeciality of Venice, woven with a coloured silk, and had the
appearance of a colour and gold shot. Crimson cloth of gold of
Damask was similar to the preceding material but had a shot ground and
a coloured pattern or vice-versa. Often, especially in the case of
velvet, the ground was of gold and the pattern in a colour, or the
pattern gold on a coloured velvet ground.

(4) L. & P., II(2) pp.1490-1511: 1III(1) 113, 580, 852, 869, 1001, 1285;
(2) 2305, 3375, pp.1490-1510, 1548-1559; VI 583, 1608: VII, 243, 336:
X 913. B.M., Royal MS. 75 X1V, ff 83, 125. Harl.M.S. 6,069. f 1.
Also W. Campbell, Materials for a History of the Reign of Henry VII,
2 vols., London, 1873. 1, pp.l1l78-83, 419.
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quantities of Venetian satins were also offloaded from the galleys at

(1)

Southampton. Smaller quantities of tinsel, a textile of gold or silver, not
so brilliant as cloth of gold or so substantial, was also imported from Venice,
in all colours, and was used extensively for trimming dresses. Tissue and
taffeta were similar thin materials; in 1525, Stefano de Nadal despatched a

(2)

small quantity of tafetta to England overland via Antwerp. Although never
as fine as Lucchese velvets, Vendian velvets also reached England in large
quantities, in black and white, tawney, russet, green, azure and murrey, and
especially the more expensive velvets in two piles, in which the pattern was

(3)

raised above the ground. Venetian luxury textiles imported into England
in the sixteenth century provide an excellent example of a medieval industry
specifically catering for a distant market. There is a good deal of evidence
to suggest that certain luxury cloths were specially designed for the English
market in the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII. The pine motif dominated
the pattern design in use on fabrics in late fifteenth century England (the
pine often being enclosed by ogival lines) and Venetian patterned cloths
catered for this taste. In the early Tudor period the pine began to assume
the character of the pomegranate in velvets and silks imported from Venice.
Another favoured pattern of the English at this time was the oleander, a bold
pattern enhanced when woven in rich coloured velvet on gold or silver cloth of
silk. Venetian brocades of the early Tudor period, embodying the pine and
pomegranate fruit, blossom, buds, and leaves, in three or four colours, in
velvet and silk, found a ready market in England. The pomegranate was the
personal badge of Katherine of Aragon and its pre-eminent rise in patterned

fabrics dates from her marriage to Henry VIII. The motif was much in evidence

upon the woven fabrics imported from Venice. The oleander and pomegranate

(1) P.R.0., K.R. Customs Accounts E122. 142/11.

(2) A.S.V., Misc. Gregolin, busta 12 bis, Letter of 12 May, 1525.
Stefano de Nadal to Martin Federigo.

(3) 'Plain velvets' rather than 'velvets in two piles' were popular
throughout the reign of Henry VIII, but there was also a vogue for
‘figured velvets'; these were woven in two colours with two and
sometimes three piles, and many of these came from Venice where
the technique had reached perfection by the early sixteenth
century.
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persisted in the first three decades of the sixteenth century.(l) In the later
years of the reign of Henry VIII Venetian patterns comprise the conventionalised
ocanthus branch and leaf with the central portion of the ogival pattern occupied
by a vase-shaped motif from which sprang all kinds of flowers, but chiefly
the Tudor rose. This motif made its appearance on Venetian cloths about
midway through Henry VIII's reign replacing the pomegranate design at about
the time of the King's divorce from Katherine.

Mediterranean produce and manufactures form a further category of
Venetian imported commodities into England. Southern Italy and Sicily formed
an important element in the Venetian galley trade with north western Europe.
Saffron, olive oil, liquorice, oak galls, black furs, and lambskins <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>