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structure seems to be an important factor in close mother-married
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villagers accept the existing norms and values as they are imposed by
their society. In Tavgancil, as a result of close contact with the
wider soclety, the people have started to question the validity of the
old norms and values and rapid economic and social changes do occur in
the village. Formal social control, that is the social control
institutions of the wider society are widely used in Tavsancil, whilst
informal social control has become less effective. On the other hand,
outside social control institutions are rarely used in Delihasanlar,

whilst the informal social control in the village is very effective.
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PREFACE

Many of my urban friends and acquaintances express surprise at
the idea of living for months in a remote, or even a suburban, village;
to them it appears a hard if not an impossible undertaking. Yet

partly because of my previous research work in villages, partly because

of the familiarity of a common national culture, 1 found little

difficulty in adjusting to the day-to-day life of the village, and

1ittle emotional upheaval during the research,

I am most grateful to the Turkish Government, specifically to the
Ministry of National Education, for giving me the grant for five years
for my Ph.D. study in Great Britain., My major debt of gratitude is to
Professor P. Stirling, who welcomed me into the University of Kent in
October 1965, gave me encouragement in my plans, supported me with pro-
fessional guidance, read the manuscript with great patience and made
many helpful suggestions. I should also like to thank warmly
Celia Davies, my colleague and close friend, who read the chapters
carefully and corrected errors in my English,

I am thankful to Arslan Bagarir, of the Ministry of the Interior,
Nermin Abadan, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Ankara,
Sebati Ileri in the Ministry of National Education and all the others
in the same department for giving me help in my pre—fesearch work in

Ankara.

I am grateful to Turgut Necmi Beygo, the Assistant Governor of
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Kocaell at that time; Sabrl Tahgi the Director of Education, and
Nazmi Verdigel, the sub-governor of Kandirs at that time, for their
help and concern about my personal comfort in the villages.

My gratitude to Hasan Yasar, the headman of Delihasanlar, and his
wife, Tenzlle Yagar, is limitless, who not only helped me in getting
to know the people, but also provided me with accommodation and food,
and accepted me as one of their family. Without their hospitality, I
could not have carried on the research in Delihasanlar; it was
impossible otherwise to find food or accommodation in the village.

I am thankful to Mehmet Gﬁnel, the retired schoolmaster of
Tavgancil, who provided me with accommodation. Without his kind offer
I would not have been able to stay in the village. I also should like
to thank Emine Ataman, the schoolteacher of Tavsancil, who not only
helped me to find a permanent place to stay, but also introduced me to
many villagers and offered her warm friendship during my stay in the
village. I am most grateful to Seval Yilmaz, who gave me her time and
accompanied me in my interviews, Without her help I would not have
been able to obtain half of my data. Her very close friendship made
my stay in Tavgancil very pleasant and enjoyable.

But my greatest debt, plainly, is to the people of Delihasanlar
and Tavsancil, who made me welcome, supported me in every slight
difficulty I had, and most of all offered their hospitality and warm
friendship. Without their affection and concern, life would have been

unbearable, I wish I could name them all here, to thank them



personally. They, however, are all friends I shall always remember

with.pleasura and gratitude,
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Setting up the problem:

The central issue of this thesis is "social change", = a common
concern for most social sclentists, since all societies change. I
do not, however, attempt the analysis of social change in general.
Instead I try to illustrate the importanc? of the most vital variables
in soeisl change in a specific social context in two Tu}kish.villages
in the province of Kocaelil (p.16 ).

I distinguish two kinds of major social changes though any
absolute distinqtion.between them would be unrealistic since they are

closely linked to each other and one may follow the other or vice

versSa.

1l Planned Social Change:
This is a process which 1s organized and imposed by social forces

outside a specific social context, Two kinds of planned social change

can be distinguished.

A. Radical social change:

This usually takes place after a revolution or drastic political
and ideological changes 1n.a country, where new governments introduce
a number of radical reforms, usually aimed to lessen the socio-economic

gap between the developed areas of the world and their relatively under-



underdeveloped countries. This kind of change is global, covering
many aspects of social life from political institutions to basiec
institutions of the society, such as the family. Sweeping changes in
the institutions of a social area are forced by a small group of
people in power on, sometimes, an unwilling public. Reforms introduced
by Mustafa Kemal A’cat{frk in Turkey after the War of Independence
(Armstrong, 1932 , Irfan and Margret Orga 1962) and drastic changes in

Communist China or in other socialist countries (Yang 1959, Worsley

1964) are changesof this kind.

B. Variocus development schemes:

Though these schemes are planned and imposed by outside social
agents (governments) to increase the economic power of an under=-
developed area, they do not have to be accepted by the public at large,
They are intended to contribute to the economic development of thse
country (Wilson 1956). Many such programmes are organised to meet
jmmediate needs (Chambers 1969) and some cases, the acceptance of
innovations may take a long time,

Some of these schemes are comprising changes in various basic
social institutions, such as education, family planning, recreation,
and economic organisation. Community Development Programmes in India
are a g0od example of this kind of development scheme (Dube 1958).

Some of the other development schemes, on the other hand, concentrate

on development in one aspect of socliety, such as road building, schemes
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or improvements in agriculture as in.Greece.l

In addition to various development schemes, each ministry or
governmental unit tries to introduce new techniques and methods to
enable the public to improve their potential economic capacities.

Birth control programmes and agricultural aids in the villages in

Turkey are examples of these kinds of governmental activities. How-
ever, these ministerial programmes are ususlly independent of each
other. Two factors lessen the chance of success for these programmes;

firstly, the absence of interministerial communication and of a clearly

defined overall goal: secondly, the common unwillingness of the public

to co-operate with bureaucrats.

2. Spontaneous Soclal Change:

Under relatively stable political regimes, especially in
developing countries, many changes are initiated in society because its
members who show discontent with the existing situation foresee profit-
able consequences. In such a case the interference of outside forces
has only indirect effects since they do not deliberately impose these
changes fhoﬁgh they may be aware of the probable and intended consequences

- of the new institutions they start. (Epstein 1962, p.3)

lFrom.personalﬂobservations 1963

™



Thus dissatisfaction with the existing socio-economic-order seems
to be the most important factor in initiating spontaneous social change.
What causes discontent among the members of a society? People are not
dissatisfied unless they know or believe there to be possible
alternatives, Within any one society individuals may feel disconfent,
for example, as a result of a relatively unequal distribution of wealth.
In suchcases people may use traditional means to cope with their
problems. But since the reference group or groups are within the
society, the action they take is limited and does not result in a
change of the social system as a whole; any change which occcurs is too
slow to be noticed (Mair, 1969).

It would be far from reality to assume the existence of a social
area which is completely cut off from the outside world. It is the
degree of social links with the outside world which determines whether

discontent will result merely in internal changes of status in the

village or whether it will result in wider changes.

Hence awareness is the first step towards . dissatisfaction with the
existing socio-economic order which leads the people to change their
style of life (p.200). For this more total kind of change the reference
group or groups are not within the social system but outside it and -
thelir effects are in the direction of changing the social system as a
whole.  Such awareness can only be achieved by social contact between
different societies. However, even intense interaction between two

closely similar societies does not result in noticeable change. Inter-



action between social systems at different deve10pmént levels normally

arouse much stronger discontent which leads to much more conspicuous
social change. Though' any cultural value-object moves either directly
by the agency of a human being or by the man-made means of contact and
communication and spreads horizontally from place to place, group to
group in social space or circulates vertically from one stratum of
society to another almost always in two-way exchange, in general more
civilized centres are the centres from which the diffusion of the new
and finished products emanates. (Sorokin 1959) Hence the nature of
contact which is necessary for change is determined by the socio-
economic levels of the social areas in interaction.

Though I am not directly concerned with d evelopment, the "change"
I am interested in is in the direction of development, acceptance of
techniques, norms and values of more developed areas by less developed
areas., Although change does not necessarily mean development, it is
very difficult to make & sharp distinction between them, as many social
scientists use both to refer to the same thing, (Epstein.1962, S tacey
1960, Marris 1961, Kolars 1363, Moore 1963, Rao 1966, Wilsons 1945)
since the exchange between developed and underdeveloped areas is

Unequal and as a result of the possession of sources, power, and prestige
in developed areas, they seem to have more to offer in exchange. (Blau
1964, Stirling 1965) The unequal social, political and economic

exchange between Britain and India is an example. (Bottomore 1962)

I will not go into detail to define "developed" and "underdeveloped"



since }Joth are relative. A developed area in Turkey, for instance, may
not have the characteristics of a developeci area in Britain. ‘Or
various so-called developed areas in the same country may differ in the
direction of their development. We can talk about "levels" of develop-
ment by relating one social area to another. In this study, I am
studying the two villages in relation to the developed areas of Turkey
though they, of course, share many of the characteristics’of "devélop-
ment"; - such as industrialization, a higher rate of urbanization, a
ﬁigher rate of literacy, and higher rate of occuﬁational differentiation
and socio-economic mobility.

Social interaction and the intensity of impersonal social relations
between a developed and an underdevloped area seem to be the key
factor in facilitating awareness, causing discontent ani leading to
social change in an underdeveloped society. Interaction between social
areas is maintained by means of communication, which has been used in’
a very general sense in this study. Unless various means of communica-
tion are present together, the effects will be minimal. Even if they
are not the most important factor, roads seem to be g first step. Of
course unless these are complemented by the other means of communication
and by other factors, such as industrialization and urbanization, roads
alone cannot determine the direction and the speed of social change.

However without decent foadé, (physical communication) the other means
of communication cannot be introduced to an underdeveloped social area.

For instance, most of the civil servants did not even know where
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Delihasanlar (p. 33) was. As a result of this, one can hardly expect
any outside intervention to improve agricultural techniques, or to

introduce new agricultural products since communication is difficult
and the demonstrations needed to persuade the inhabitants would be
costly. On the other hand, various administrators visited Tavgancil
(P-'?O), the village within easy reach, frequently, and indeed -the
cash cropping of grapes had been introduced to the village some 150
years before. The importance of physical communication in the process
of change leads Community Development planners often to start their
programmes with the construction of roads., (Social Progress through
Community Development 1955)

Even if the other means of communication find their way into a
physically isolated community, which has very little direct contact
with more developed areas, they become meaningless and are not fully
used. For instance, Delihasanlar has had a primary school for 38 years
(p. 53), and yet the literacy rate is low and the subjects taught at
school are not learnt by the villagers since they have no practical use
in their lives. The other means of communication, wireless, is
possessed by half of the households but it does not serve the purpose
since the villagers only listen to religious programmes or the "news
from the villages" hour. Thus physical location of a society, i.e. its
distance from more developed areas and the ease of access to these areas,
plays an important role in change. The determinants of settlement,

however, are accidental and vary from epoch to epoch and from society to




society. Discovery of a mineral near an isolated settlement may bring

it into the middle of activities and may cause rapid changes in the
gsocial structure. ‘Or historically important:civilization centres may
loose their importance over tiﬁe, if they cease to develop.

Although it may sound as though the means of communication is the
most important factor in-the process of social change, it is not the
only determinant of social change since a vast variety of social amd’
cultural limitations and opportunities are involved. - (Dahrendorf 1959)
AS Sorkin states, social change is inherent.in the social system. The
speed and degree of social change may vary between soéieties even when
the same external factors are present. (Sorokin 1959) However, for the
sake of simplicity, I excluded these complications: and deliberately
emphasized "communication", not as.  the most important factor in social
change in general, but as an important explanatory variable for com-
paring socio-economic differences between these two Turkish villages.

Interaction between an underdeveloped and a developed area grows in
two ways. First, people migrate from underdeveloped areas to developed
areas for employment. Distance and lack of commuting facilities force
the members of such a soclal area to change their place of residence.
This kind of migration does not normally take place suddenly and
usually follows seasonal migration, as it did in Delihasanlar (p.192).
It enables the members of an underdeveloped area to come into direct
contact -with more developed areas-and forces them to accept new norms

and values of the more developed social areas, at least while they are



resident (Hart 1969). This kind of population movement does not
normally result in far-reaching changes within the underdeveloped
soclal area since the immigrants with permanent jobs in towns rarely

g0 back to their villages to settle down, as Hart's data, as well as
mine, suggest (Ibid.). Short visits to kin in the previous villages,
on the other hand, does not affect the village way of life; visiting
immigrants slip back into village norms and values during these visits
(p. 193-4). Furthermore, population movement from rural to urban areas
may result in over-population in towns and depopulation in the country
and creates new economic and administrative problems.

Secondly, face to face contact between developed and underdeveloped
areas results through the expansion of developed areas towards under-
developed areas, which enables people to take advantage of the new
economic opportunities without a change of residence. Though it might
be thought that social changes would occur more slowly in such communities
since their members stay in thelr place of origin and local social con-
trol continues to operate (Epstein 1962) other factors affect the outcome,
such as the nature of social context, the intensity of social relations
between the developed and the underdeveloped areas, the socio-economic

gap between them and the economic structure (Ibid.) For instance,

1
A recent slum area problem in a big town in Turkey is the result of

population fluctuations from rural to urban area (Hart 1969).
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the emigrants of Delihasanlar now in urban areas have changed less than
the inhabitants of Tavsancil (p. 207-8). Furthermore, it is more
likely for a social area which is in a constant and direct relation-
ship as a whole with a more developed area in everyday life to change
more rapidly than a relatively isolated social area of which only a
minority of the population move oﬁt of the settlement and live in more
developed areas., The village Delihasanlar, for instance, was less
affected by an urban way of life and the people seem more content

with their level of income (in fact they did not require cash except
for emergencies and certain social occasions) than the people of
Tavsancil, who were too close to urban areas to be satisfied with limited
incomes which would not enable them to increase their standard of life
and answer their growing demands.

Thus a desire for better life seems to be an important motive in
the first stages of the process of change. Unless the new economic
opportunities are incompatible with the cultural and value system of an
underdeveloped area, the people wiil take advantage of these opportuni-
ties to increase thelr standard of life even if they have been content
with their previous economic level, Economic integration (working in
industry, dealing with direct economic transactions with urban people
and growing produce for urban areas) will force the people of under-
developed areas to accept new norms and values for their economic

survival and will increase their interest in the happenings of wider



society and will facilitate social integrationJl Increasing wealth,
on the other hand, will enable them to acquire new consumption goods,
the products of more developed areas and to change their styles of their
life, The first changes are structural and developed more rapidly
since they are not seen as a threat to the value system of the area.
However, an increasing level of income encourages the utilization of
other means of communication such as wireless, movie going, or other
cultural activities and higher education for children who initiate
further changes in attitudes and values, (KOyano 1964) This second
stage of change is, however, a much slower process and follows
structural changes after a lag in time unless the society is under-

going radical and revolutionary reforms.

Though the people of underdeveloped areas accept structural

or economic changes more easily'(Ibid.), since these changes provide

some comfort for them, and since it becomes a challenge in the

society to prove one's status, (Johnson 1961) there is usually a

resistance to changes in attitudes and values, particularly from the

old members of such a community. The factors involved in this resistance
are too complicated to expoun& here, However, the challenge between old
and new values threatens the existing power structure and since age is

an important variable in determining one's rank and social status in

To Rgss all the changes are connected with economic conditions. (Ross
1959



closed and underdeveloped communities, the vested interests of . the old
people seem to be the nucleus of resistance to social change. (Ibid.)
Thus with the fear of losing power and status, the elderly members of
such a society oppose the new values, whilst the younger generation,
being the suppressed group of such social systems, accept the new norms
and values more willingly, due.to their improving knowledge, skills

and increasing economic independence. (Young 1959) - Hence, change in .
the value system and in basic soclal institutions such as the family
gains more speed when the younger generation, who have been brought up
in the midst of conflicting values and have made full use of the new
means of communication such as education, become adult. However, it is
not unrealistic to assume that when the young generation of these tran-
sitional periods. grow older and maintain their social status in the

new power structure, they will oppose new changes. °‘'All the social
areas, developed or underdeveloped, are in a transitional period and
subject to change which maintains the dynamics of the society. Thus
the underdeveloped areas which are trying to reach the level of
development of the developed areas of the world will always be left
behind these developed areas which are themselves developing and chang-
ing constantly, though the socio-economic gap between these areas may
be lessened by deliberate efforts and revolutionary changes which are

out of the scope of this research.

All the social institutions in a society are closely related to

one another, and change in one of them will be followed by a series of
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changes in the others. (Kolars 1963) The family is one of the social

areas subject to change and a good field for those who are interested

in changes in attitudes; changes in the family will bring further

changes in the other institutions of a society. I am not going into

detail in analysing the importance of the family in various societies.
Many other social scientists have already done so. (Leslie 1967,
Yang 1959) I am, however, concerned to illustrate how in a particular
social context, the relation between economic change and increasing
manifest conflict results in disorder and changes in structure and kin-
ship relations within the household. i

In fact it seems that the o0ld members, particularly the household
heads, who are against change and disorder in the household power
structure, themselves in:i:tiate this change in household structure.,
Desire to increase economic capacity of the household leads them to
make full use of the available manpower of the household and to
encourage the young male members to become employed ir; economic
institutions outside the household. This decreases the importance of
the household, no longer the only economic "firm", - and lessens the
interdependence between disputing parties, father-son, and results in
open conflict. The household head usually does not foresee the
inevitable consequences of economic independence of the young members
of his household, and he wants them to continue to be subject to his

authority though he persuades them to contribute by their earnings to

the household econony.
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Economic acquisitions may enable a household head to acquire
higher education for his sons as this increases his prestige (p.194).
However, he does not see the threat to his authority as a result of
his action which enables the young members of his household to come
into contact with new skills, ideas and values which are in conflict
with his. Furthermore, the young members do not turn to him to learn
new skills, they become independent and learn these skills from out-
gide institutions. This decreases his importance as being the only
trainer for the young members and increases the conflict between him
and his sons over the power position within the household., Thus it is
the household head who provides the basis for conflict, disorder and
change within the household, without being aware of the consequences,
since he is only concerned with the welfare and the prestige of his
household. He regrets the changes in the community as well as in his
household, which he beliéves, cause disorder because of the behaviour
of the young generation. One can often hear the complaints of the old
people of Tavsancil, who talk about the good old days, when the young
people respected their elders and things were in order, and about the
bad manners of young people who, as they believe, have been affected by

the bad influences of urban areas and education.

Thus, societies are dynamic entities and change continuously.
The existence of certain factors at certain times fasten the process

of change. Even in s small scale society some sections whose status
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and power, or at least influence, are well defined and recognised by
the existing system, oppose changes which may endanger their position
in the society. It is, however, these people who provide the means for

change, though they are unaware of the consequences.
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CHAPTER 1II

KOCAELI

le Physical Settings

Kocaeli, of which Izmit is the capital, is one of the smallest
of Turkey's 67 provinces, It lies immediately east of the province
of Istanbul, round the eastern end of the Sea of Marmara. On the
north, it runs 59 km. along the south coast of the Black Sea; on the
gouth it is bordered by the province of Bursa and on the east by the
province of Sakarya. The Sea of Marmara cuts the province in half
and thus forms a natural harbour at its eastern end, where the town

of Colcuk is an important naval base,

The three provinces which ad join Kocaeli are highly developed
areas of the country.  Bursa, rich in agriculture and horticulture,
is now growing as an industrial town. On the other hand, Sakarya,
despite the recent industrial growth, remains largely agricultural,
Istanbul, on j:he west, is the largest, most developed and most cosmo-
politan province of Turkey and the commercial capital.

Kocaeli forms a bridge between Istanbul and Anatolia, The main
route and the railway which link Istanbul and Europe to Ankara and
the rest of the country, and indeed the countries of the Middle East,
run through the province, It is also connected to Istanbul by sea.

One main road, separates from the Istanbul-Ankara state highway, Just
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after the provincial capital Izmit, goes round the southern part of the
bay and links Izmit to Bursa and to the other provinces in the western
part of Turkey.

The ecology of the area is very varied, despite its smallness, The
mountains, though not very high, (1600 me. 1s the highest peak) rise
sharply from the coast; in places they permit reasonably wide settlements
on the coast plain, on others the road and railway can barely make their
way along a rocky coastline through tunnels and cuttings., Most of the
settlements in the area are on hilly land which does not allow large
scale settlements. Among the mountains, many villages are perched on
small plateaus. On the north, the land descends again sharply to the
Black Sea.

The mountains on the southern coast of the bay, "Izmit Korfezi"
rise even more sharply and form the natural boundry between Kocaell and
the province of Bursa,

Temperature in Kocaeli is moderate all the year round, ranging from
13,9°C. to 39.4°C. Winter is short, from December until the end of
March, Although it may snow occasionally, the snow usually melts within
8 or 9 days, Winter is the season for rain rather than snow. (Annual
Statistics of Turkey 1965.)

In the mountains the very severe winter, however, starts as early
as October and may last until the end of April, although broken’ by some
dry and warm spells, The settlements usually tend to huddle on the

southern slopes of the hills away from northerly winds, -




In contrast to cooler weather on the heights, the summers on the

coastal area are hotter. As the sea becomes narrower, towards the east
end of the Bay it also becomes shallow. Sea breezes grow less,
evaporation increases and humidity is often high and unpleasant.

Small mountain torrents, dry in summer, run turbulently in spring,

after the snow on the heights has melted.

According to the villagers who live in one of the mountainous
villages on the plateau, the mountains were covered by very thick forests
in the past. To-day they are almost naked and the scattered smgall woods
and bushes provide the timber and fire-wood for the villagers in the
area. The villagers claim that when their nomad ancestors decided to
settle down, they started to cut the trees in order to clear enough land

for their villages and fields,

2e Social Composition:

A - Populations

According to the census of 1965, the population of the province is
335,518, Since then one of the counties has been transferred to a
neighbouring province. Thus the population of Kocaell in 1967, the year
when the research started, is estimated as being approximately 317,662,
As the reduced area is 3,626 sq. km., the density is 97 per sq. km. The
1965 census listed 54,957 people as having come from other provinces of
the country and 25,580 as having immigrated from other countries (p. 21).

The distribution of the population in the area is as follows:
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Table 1

Counties Urban population Rural Population Total

Izmit - 89,547 - 75,338 164,885
Golcuk 21,544 17,360 38,904
Karamursel 9,144 23,622 32,766
Gebze 9,269 24,405 33,674
Kandira 5,992 41,441 47,433

TOTAL 135,496 182,166 317,662

The official criteria used to define 'urban® areas results in the
inclusion in the "urban" population of many small towns -~ local
adninistrative centres for example - which are still largely agricultural
and in sociological terms large villages. (p.32 ) Even the more
urbanized towns, such as Izmit, contain people whose way of life is.
essentially rural. - For the purposes of the census, these people are also
classified under "Urban Population".

The steep hilly land of the province is not suitable for large-scale
settlements. 'In the mountains, many settlements contain no more than 30
to 50 households, though they are still called village -(_lg'_'éx) (p. 35).
Since it is very difficult to take public services to each of these small
settlements and as they are normally quite near to each other (about 30
minutes walk), they are combined in groups of from 3 to 7, to form an
administrative unit, (divan. Governmental services such as the school are

concentrated in one village of the group. This arrangement obviously




raises political issues among the villages., . Each wishes to be recognized
as 8 social unlt instead of being a member of a larger association. The
villagers in Kocaeli, where the government survey was carried out, said
that the village which was chosen as the administrative centre of the
divan was favoured by the political party in power. This, however, is

very difficult to check.

B = Cultural Composition:

Several cultural groups in the area distinguish themselves though
they regard themselves as Turks without qualification, and are regarded
as respectable Turkish citizens by law. They all, except few as we will
see below, speak Turkish as their mother tongue and all are the followers
of the religion Islam, (Lewis 1961) Differentiation is by tradition of
the country of origin. Their acceptance by the locals, who claim that
their ancestors were the first'settlers in the area or in the country,
depends on the success of their integration.

The locals in the region, however, distinguish themselves, not only
from those who have come to this country more recently, but also from
each other, due to their respective localities (p.65 ). Thus it seems
that the most important variabile in the distinction of wvarious sub-
groups 1s place of origin.

Tartars, "as they are called by the locals, are concentrated in the
wesfern part of the Province. They seem to be better integrated than

other cultural groups and their cultural distinctiveness is dying out



because of continous intermarriage with the local people. They are
not even mentioned as an entirely different social entity.

There are a number of people, especially in the southern part of
Iznmit Bay, who migrated from ex-Ottoman lands, like Bulgaria, Romania

and Greece, as a result of population exchange policy between the

Turkish Republic and these countries (Lados 1932). Some of these
immigrants are the descendants of the Ottoman subjects who were settled
in these captured lands for the sake of political domination over
conquéred groups within the Ottoman Empire, Others are the descendants

of those who were converted into the Islam religion’ after their land
was captured by the Ottomans. In any case, whatever the origins of

these people, being Muslim they were recognized as the potential citizens
of the newly established Republic of Turkey and were returned by their
respective governments,

They were given land and ready-made villages of their own, by the
Turkish Government. They usually do not mix with the existing inhabitants
of the area, even if they have to live with them in the same ae1:‘['.1@,-1119111'....2
Intermarriage between these groups occurs very rarely, and in most cases

despite the wishes and the norms of the group. In spite of the length of

1During the Ottoman Empire, religion was the most important factor for

defining a citizen of the Empire. Nationality became important much
later, towards the end of the Empire.B. Lewis 1961; Cresay 1878)

I have been in such a mixed village where each group has its own coffee-

house and shop and reside in separated localities without having much
interchange.

2
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the time their settlement in the province, these immigrants are still
called simply muhacir or g@ (migrant) and not mown by the country
from which they emigrated.

On the northern coast of the province, by the Black Sea, the other
cultural group of thisarea is called Laz. They are known as tough and
quarrelsome people, with their own customs and rules and little respect
for those of others. Their homicide rate is sasid to be very high;
reflecting without doubt a tradition of feuding.

There are also Circassian communities particularly in the eastern

part of the province. This cultural group practices its own customs and

traditions. However, they do marry with the indigenous people and their
customs and morals are highly regarded,

The other distinct cultural group in the area is the Georgians, who
enigrated from Russia in the 1890's and who settled on the mountains on
the southern part of the bay. These people are amongst the least inte-
grated, still speaking a different language and sometimes being unable
to speak or understand Tu.rkish.l

Gipsies, as identified by the locals, are mainly concentrated in

the provincial capital, Izmit, and in its various villages and are véry

much looked down upon by the rest of the population. Degrading qualities,

1
In one of these villages, I had difficulty in communicating with the

womenfolk and the children, who had not yet been to school.
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like dirtiness and theft, are attributed to them and local people are
afraid of them.l

It is impossible to give accurate population figures for these
cultural groups. According to the 1965 population census, however, the
7% of the population of the province were born outside Turkey.

The differences between these cultural groups are relatively
unimportant, as these migrants and the indigenous people believe that
they all have common ancestors, Different cultural traits are explained
by theeffects of the local customs of their places of birth. At the
‘viilage level, relgtive lsolation decreases the chance of integration and
increases the possibility of preservation of group customs and traditionms.
However, these different cultural groups do not operate as distinct
political entities and they do not identify themselves with any other
country outside Turkey. They are not completely closed cultural groups,
as are Greek, Jewish and Armenian minorities in Istanbul, and their
traditions are compatible with those of the wider society. The main
consequence of these cultural differences seems to be that they establish
solidarity within the respective social entity. This enables its members
to identify themselves with a certain sub-group in a large social con-

text.

1When the gipsies came to either of the tﬁo research villages, the people
usually locked their doors and tried not to be alone in the house because

of the general fear of them, a fear related to the prevalence of hostile
stories about gipsies,
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The inhabitants of the province rarely make any comment on, or
pass Judgements about, the various groups, with the exception of

gipsies. They only see the others as "different" and try to limit

interre;ations to formal transactions.

De Administration -
The country is divided into 67 provinces(Il), one of which 1is

Kocaeli. Each province in turn is divided into a number of adminis-

trative counties(ilge)according to its size and population. Each

county and the provincial city are sub-divided into a number of

districts(bucdand villages (koyk

The orders of the central govermment are carried out through the

channels of the administrative hierarchy, from top to bottom,

Table I1I

C entral Govérnment

Legislature Executive Judiciary
(Parliament:Senate) (Prime Minister: Ministers and (High Courts)
other General Digecto;ates) |

Provincial Govermment
.. . Governor(vali)and the . . .
- . oo u M ¥
representatives Directors(ggdg
. .. ,.of various ministries . .

o County Government

cre UL set 0 L. .Subgovernor (Raymakam) . o T sotieiln o
and the representatives of the

Directorates“ in the Province .7 -

.. Digtrict

Lol

" “Distriect official (bucak midurd)

Village (p.32 )
HeaMan(Muhtgir) and the Council of elders
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and . the autonomy of each unit-increases-in-inverse proportion to the
distance from the top - distance both in its sociOIOgical.meaning and
in terms of physical isolation,

The Governor (vali) who- is appointed by the council of Ministers
upon recommendation of the Minister.of Interior is the’representative
of the National Government in the vainceqand he Iis theu head an;l :the
executive of the Provincial Government. “*f(Bagarir and ‘Karas*ar‘il%s)fg

-~ Some Ministries of the central government, such as education,
recons truction, health, and agriculture, are represented by Directors at
the provincial .level, each appointed and controlled by his ‘own Ministry.

At the county level, the Subgovernor (kaymakam)who is‘generally a
university graduate in Political Science or Law and appointed by the
Ministry of Interior, is the head of the office, and under the control
of the Governor to whom he is respomsible. (Ibid.) He controls the
officials (memur) at the county level, who represent the Directorates of the
Province. For these civil servants, a university degree is not necessary
and the various technical colleges and secondary.schools provide these- -
kinds -of personnel. - They are usually ‘localses= = = as - % 1 o we o4

<=~ Apart from this highly centralized governing body, every settle-
ment with the population over 2,000 should have:.a municipality(belediye)
(Yalgindag) which consists of a-mayor (beledive reisi)and a municipal ~°
council (belediye meclisi) elected every 4 years.  .The municipality has
its own finances for local purposes. The Council appoints and pays local

officials; but the municipality is under the general supervision of a
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local representative of the central government.

Thus, the administrative division in Kocaell is as follows:

Table IIT

Kocaell (Republic~ of Turkey Prime
Ministry State Institute
of Statistics 1965)

Counties Number of Districts Number of Villages
Provincial County Izmit 3 99
County Golcuk ) R | 23
" Karamursel - 1 49
" G;bze . 2 - 2T
" Kandira o 2 : S 69
TOTAL . 8 - 26T

4. Economic Structure

A = Agriculture:

Generally spesking, the -hilly landscape does not permit large-scale
farming, Irrigation is almost nil, partly due to the lack of the natural

water resources.
All around the bay, on the coast where the so0il is productive,

frult, vegetables, ollves and grapes are the main economic products of

the inhabitagts. The principal markets are Istanbul and the provinc:i:al
city, Izmit,
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The peasants on the high plateal}s grow grain, corn and flax,
mostly for their own consumption., Tobacco growing is developing on the
highlands of the southern part of the Bay. Nut growing is the
characteristic of the villages on the northern part of the province.

Stock~-farming is a complementary economic activity, particularly

in the grain growing villages. Coastal villages also do some fishing.

B = Tourism:

Tourism is a new and developing economic activity in the coastal
area. The available holiday resorts and the relative cheapness of
rents attract less well-off holiday-makers. The area's popularity has
been promoted, especially.since 1960 (The Society of Tourism and
Information 1965) by the special efforts of the local people and some of

the administrators in organizing and advertising the tourist facilities

in the province.
The boat services from Izmit to each little village on the southern

coast of the Bay enable the holiday-makers to commute daily to work in
Izmit or in Istanbul,

Lack of hotels for visitors in small villagesl increases the face-

to~face contact between the villagers and the holiday-mekers, as the locals

1'1'1iis was the case in 1963 when I was in the area, By now, some hotels
may have been built since tourism is more organized. |
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accommodate the visitors in their own houses, to the apparent profit of
the indigenous people. However, some outsiders buy land and build
summer bungalow, in which they intend to live permanently when they
retire,

Tourism in the area enables the inhabitants to increase their

income, and introduces changes in the economic and social structures of

the region on the whole,

 « Industrialization:

The most significant development in the province is the recent and
rapid industrial growth. |

Industry was started in the area by the foundation of a factory
for weaving cottons, woollens and carpets at Hereke in 1843 during the
reign of Sultan Abdulmecid. It was transferred to the Summerbank (an
economic state enterprise) as a result of Atatlrk's policy of "étatism"”
during the republican era (Bonné 1948, p.107; Muhlis Ete 1951). The
second industry to be established was the State paper factory founded
in 1936 in the provincial town, Izmit, as part of the first five year
plean, and taken over by the Ministry of Industry in 1955.

With the return to State planning in 1960, the growth of
industrialization was accelerated. Today there are altogether 37

industrial establishments, including two automobile factories, within
the province. According to the development plan in 1963-1967 the total

industrial investments of Government and various state enterprises in
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the ares is T.L.57,428,000,

In 1960, 27.7% of the industrial labour force of the whole country
was concentrated in the eastern part of Marmara region. According to the
predictions derived from 1960 - 1965, first 5 Year Plan, this will reach
32% in 1970 and 34% in 1980, It has also been estimated that the total
population of Kocaell will exceed 400,000 in 1980 and the province will
be completely industrialized. Its population has already more than
doubled in the last decade and according to the Checchi and Company sur-
vey in Turkey in 1962, Izmit and Adapazari are two of the fastest
growing cities in Turkey. According to the Plan forecasts, up to 1970,
half of the investments in industry will be invested in the Rast
Marmara region.

There are, of course, very important and rational reasons, which
secure the priority of the province in industrial development and
attract both state and private enterpreneuers to choose the area for
their caplital investments,:

The existence of almost all possible communication facilities -
state highways, railways and communication by sea -~ makes the trans-
portation of raw material and the products of the factories -to -the main .
commerclal centres and the markets of the country easy. For example, a
number of refineries have started on the north coast of Izmit Bay, as - .
petrol, raw and refined, can be transported -by. tanker., ' The Eastern: - .

Marmara Planning Commission, predicts that Izmit will develop into.one ™

of the most important trading harbours of Turkey, ° < “ '~ =% .. . 5%
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Istanbul has attracted a very large share of Turkish industry for

a number of reasons. Recently, however, the shortage of sites for
industry and rising costs have led some enterpreneurs to look for new
and cheaper areas close to Istanbul., This would have the advantage

that they can still reside in Istanbul and keep thelir management head-
quarters there for personal or other reasons without losing direct
control in the work-shop. The conditions in Kocaelli are seen to be as
favourable as those of Istanbul itself and recent industrisl development
in the area is therefore partly an overflow from Istanbul, This is why
most of the recent industrial sites can be found on the western part of
Kocaeli, the closest to Istanbul.

The existence of some of the basic elements of industrialization,
such as road, harbour facilities and physical setting of the area,
explains the process of rapid industrial development in Kocaell.

Industrialization in the area has two immediate economic results
for the villages. First, the sharp rise in land values has enabled some
of the village landowners to become suddenly rich. Some villagers had
land on either side of the Istanbul-Izmit highway which they so0ld for
sung from 50,000 7,L. to 1,000,000 T,L. Many invested the money locally,
although a few preferred to invest in Istanbul or Izmit and moved away.

Secondly, industrialization provided skilled and unskilled j;Jbs for
the rural population on a fairly large scale. (p.68) For the néighbour-
ing villages, closeness to the industrial sites and the ease of transport

prevent depopulation through migration to town. Those who did not need
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to move from their own villages could add their wages to income from
their land, and thus had a surplus of spending power for the purchase
of the amenitles of modern industrial life.

The wealth in the area promoted further social changes which I
discuss later (p.14-,-5). *

Thus, many of the rural settlements in the area are on their way
to becoming urbanized. The nature of their work (according to the
retired schoolmaster in Tavgancil, almost every household in the area,
has at least one member working in industry) as well as their urbanized
outlook makes it necessary to consider them as an urban population, in
spite of their residence in villages; indeed, it is difficult to draw a

1ine between "rural" and "urban" in these mixed areas. (Frankenberg 1966)
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CHAPTER III

COUNTY AND VILLAGE: DELIHASANLAR

Kandira, one of the four administrative counties of Kocaeli,

lies in the northern part of the province, 48 km, from Izmit.
However, the poor roads make communication difficult. The area of the
county is 934 sq. km. with a density of 47 sq. km. (p. 20-26).
Kandira, as we will see later, aside from being an administrative
county town, has little economic or social significance for its peasant
population. I was told by local officials that most of the population
in the town were engaged in agriculture, and there was no industry or
commerce to provide Jobs for its villagers. It looks like a large
village; the offices give the only touch of urbanity.
The town is, however, the market centre of a number of villages,
and on Wednesday, the market day, the streets are full of peasants who
have come there to sell or to buy. The poor means of communication

makes these weekly trips possible for only those whose villages are

located fairly near the main road (Kandira-Izmit, Kandira-Kaynarca,
Kandira-Kefken, and Kandira-Agva).

Tatarahmet is the name of the "Divan" (p. 20) which consists of

three villages one of which is Delihasanlar., Its central location
(15 minutes walk from Karamanli, and 45 minute