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ABSTRACT
Lack of space precludes a detailed history of each non-
German unit with the German forces during the Second World
War, but it is possible to make generalisations and to reach
. ;
certain conclusions., Before the War the German Armed Forces |

had little interest in recruiting foreigners because they

were preoccupied with the process of rearmament. A@kxception
was Amt Ausland Abwehr of the uigh Command, which made contact
with, and even enrolled, resident for.eigners with a view to

using them to facilitate possible German thrusis,
The Schutzstaffel of the National Socialist Party mean-

while formed armed units whose members were required to be
fitter than those of the German Armed Forces and to be able
to prove pure Nordic origin. It was not essential for
candidates to be German citizens. The leaders of the S.S.
regarded it as a pan-Germanic force and even before 1939 had
enrolled a small number of men who were not German nationals.

After the outbreak of war the need to maintain its armed units

obliged the S.S. to recruit Germans from outside the Reich,

over whom the Wehrmacht had no claim, To these were added
Germanic volunteers after the campaigns of 1940 were concluded -
and Finns, To prosecute the war with Britain the German Army
began to recruit Irishmen, Arabs and Indians.

The opening of the Russian campaign brought Germany offers
of assistance from individuals in occupied and neutral countries.,
Volunteers of Germanic race were taken into national legions
sponsored by the S.S.3; volunteers of other races constituted

foreign units and formations within the German Army. The

prolongatiocn of the campaign and unexpectedly heavy casualtiles




revealed the inadequacy of German manpower and forced a
number of expedients upzon the German ground forces. One of

the most important of these was the use of Soviet citizens
individually in Gercman units and in a variety of indigenous

elements., Such employment had not been foreseen and was
initially forbidden. Moreover it called for political changes
that the German authorities werce unwilling to make until it
was too late to affect the military situation, Faced with the
collapse of her allies, Germany strove to retrieve some of
their manpower. At the same time she drew upon the consider-

able numbers of refugees and foreign workers in the Reich.

National-Socialism, friendship for Germany, hostility to
Britain and a wide variety of personal reasons caused
for-eigners to enlist in the German forces before June 1941,
After tuat date anti-Bolshevism was added to the other motives
for enlistment, When these motives and German propaganda

failed to produce sufficient recruits various forms of pressure

were applied,
Non-Germans were employed in a wide variety of roles a’t

the front and in the lines-of-communication. Through their
ranks passed possibly one and a half million men. The treat-

ment they received at German hands varied from unit to unit

but in general Eastern volunteers were treated with less

considercation than those from other parts of the world., With
so many men involved there had necessarily been a decline in
the quality of the foreigners taken into the German forces
which, coupled with inconsiderate handling and a deterioration

in Germany's military situation,led to instances of defection
and even mutiny., Nevertheless, hundreds of thousands of foreign

soldiers remained under arms until the German capitulation,

many of them fighting bravely.
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INTRODUCTION,

In his work on the Waffen S,S., Professor George Stein
states that "“no serious study of the mobllisation of non-
German manpower for the German armed forces has yet appeaiéd."
This thesis attempts to fill in part this gap, dealing in the
process with members of the German forces from five continents,
For the purpose of this work a non-German is a person,
irrespective of racial origin, who did not possess German
citizenship on lst September 193%9.

The non-Germans who served in the German forces during
the Second World War have not been neglected by writers. The
foreigners who enlisted in the Armed S,S. have been noted by
its historians, The Vlasov movement has attracted the
attention of several authors, while the Eastern volunteers in
general have been mentioned by the chroniclers of the German
occupation of the western provinces of the U.S.S.R. Apart from

these studies, there are many histories of individual units,

formations and nationalities which served in the Gzerman forces.

The only studies embracing a wide range of nationalities within

the Wehrmacht and the Waffen S.S. have been those dealing with
collaborators in general or with the details of their uniforms,

1. G.H.Stein, The Waffen S.S, 1939-1945, Hitler's Elite

Guard at War 1232—12&:2 (Ilondon’ 1966)’ p-1370




In the absence of a comprehensive and accurate work
on the subject of the military collaborators, a number of

myths have become current,especially concerning their

reliability and armament., It is one of the purposes of tThis
thesis to clarify these issues by showing how the German

authorities handled their foreign recruits and how the

foreigners reacted.,

otudy of the subject has been hampered by the destruc-
tion and loss of many documents relating to the units and
headquarters involved, by the division of the surviving
material among a number of states, and by the security class-
ification allotted to some of it.

Surviving non-Germans who had served in the German
forces were punished on their repatriation, unless they managed
to escape abroad. There was an understandable reluctance on
the part of their compatriots to discuss these survivors, who
in most cases were regarded as traitors. DNevertheless, a

number of articles and books have appeared dealing with

certain categories of non-Germans wno served in the German
forces, In some cases these have been written by apologists

for the volunteers rather than by serious students.

In studying the "fifth colummists" and other traitors
in occupied countries,one finds that they may be divided into
five categories according to their relationship with the
Germans and with the countries to whom they owed allegiance.
In the first place, there were those non-Glermans who were

associated with German agencies, notably Abwehr,before the

German forces attacked the non-Germans' country of origin




and who participated according to a pre-arranged plan in the
German invasion of that country. The most flagrant example
of this was the penetration of the Dutch defences by Dutch
national- socialists from Western Germany, dressed in Dutch
uniforms,

The second category consisted of those who gave
spontaneous assistance to the German invaders. oSince the
co-operation of this category was unplanned, but possibly
not unforeseen, by the German forces, the non-Germans involved
did not officially become members of the German forces. 1In
this category belonged Volksdeutsche of Poland, North
Schleswig and Jugoslavia - also Croats and Baltis,

The third class comprised the non-Germans who remained
true to their home country during the German invasion, and in
some cases resisted the German entry, but who became convinced
that their exiled governments would never return, and who
decided, in consequence, that they could join German units,
Into this category fell many Western Europeans who volunteered
to fight on the Eastern frong.

A fourth category existed in those countries where
native politicians took office in order to act as a buffer
between the occupiler and the native population, until such
time as their government-in-exile could return., Into this
category fell supporters of Nedic in Serbia and Rallis in
Greece. The status of their régimes*was not as independent

as those of Croatia and Slovakia let alone of the Kingdoms

of Roumania, Hungary and Italy, whose forces do not come within

the scope of this work., The temporary "cushion" regimes were,

however, assisted and empowered by the Germans to raise

security units, which frequently operated alongside German

P oy,
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formations, served under German command, and were frequently
listed together with German units, even though, strictly %
speaking, they did not belong to the German armed forces nor

e
to the Waffen S,S, nor to the German police,

The fifth category of military collaborators consisted
of those who were loyal to their own governments during and
after the invasion of their homelands, but who became 8o
antagonistic to the Communist-led resistance movements that
they co-operated with the security forces of"caretaker'régimea
and with German units against the left-wing guerillas. This
was the case with many of the "illegal" Ceinik bands of

e e T P A erar e g Yo P e el Sy PP T w0l R A WA T 18,2 . 33 TP o, b VL F WP, T 4 PRI piepeai e ey — (i PPERS,

Mihailovic and with the minor Greek collaborators PouloS and

A eyl Sl il

Mikhalagas, These co-belligerents of the Germans 1in some

cases continued to assist Allied aviators who crash-landed in
their territory but fired upon Allied liaison officers with

the pro-Communist partisans, These collaborators were not

- #H*-HHHW

members of the German armed forces although they were often

mentioned in German documents.

The collaborators who served in the armed units of
Wearetaker" governments and the resistance members who fought

the Communists did not regard themselves as traitors since

they believed that they were serving the interests of their

2. The government of Marshal Pétain, which continued to exist
after the entry of German troops into the southern,formerly
unoccupied, "Viehy" zone, did not fall into this category,
nor did the Fascist Republic established by Mussolini after
his rescue from captivity. In neither case was the govern-
ment a Ycaretaker" one pending an Allied victory. In
German eyes both were regarded as states*withrthe'same

enemies as Germany; but the Italian régime was given greater
encouragement and assistance in raising troops.



governments-in-exile by combatting Bolshevik insurrection.
Many of those who threw in their lot with the Axis forces
before, during or after the invasion of the country with
which they were associated, did not regard their behaviour
as treason, because they felt no obligation to that state,
but rather looked upon the invaders as liberators or
potential liberators. Into this classification fell the
Balts who wished to re-establish the independence of the
three republics,

Among the military collaborators who felt no obligation
to their country of domicile were those ethnic groups, such
as the Flemings and Croats, who felt themselves in an
inferior position, The same was true of minorities, notably
the Volksdeutsche communities, many of whom felt a sense of
grievance against the host-nation for not granting them
indeplendence or equality. They had no qualms about render-

ing assistance to and even joining the German forces. In

fact, thanks to active national-socialist p-ropaganda amongst

the Volksgruppen, many Volksdeutsche wished their "colonies"
to be united or re-united with Germany. This was also the

aim of some of the Native National-Socialists of the Germanic

countries,

In the 19th and 20th centuries it has become common

practice to describe foreign contingents in a nation's army as

"legionsY, The choice of this term is unfor%unate because

alien detachments have more in common with the Auxilia of

ancient Rome than with her Legiones, the backbone of her army
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Dur2ing the Middle Ages it was not uncommon for a
state to hire units of foreign mercenaries, for example
Genoese crossbow-men or Flemish hand-gunmen, for specific
campaigns, Apart from these, there were instances of
foreignercs, for example Varangians and Scots, being employed
as permanent bodyguards., During the 18th century several
European states employed foreign professionals - Swiss,
German, Scottish or Irish - as permanent regiments., Use of
homogeneous units of mercenaries has declined, however, until
only the Vatican Guard and the Gurkha units remain.

In the early years of the 19th century the term "legion®
came to be applied to detachments of patriotis seeking to free
their country from a foreign yoke, notably the King's German
Legio®n, The use of the term persisted with the raising of
Czechoslovak and Polish legions during the First World War.
These contingents did not form part of the standing army, and,
although they contained many professionals, consisted largely
of enthusiasts for a cause which they sought to serve by
enlistment under a foreign flag.

During the 19th century France raised her Foreign Legion,
an example which was followed by Spain in the 20th century.
These form a permanent part of the armies of France and Spain,
but differ from other foreign contingents, mercenary and
ldealist, regular and temporary alike in that they make no
attempt to segregate members of the different nationalities
from whom the volunteers are drawn.

The "legions" raised by the Wehrmacht during the
Second World War had little in common with the Foreign ILegions

of France and Spain because the German authorities, except in

the case of many of the Soviet citizens, attempted to organise




their foreign recruits into ethnically homogeneous formations
and units. Only in the Waffen S.S. was there a deliberate
mixing of foreign races, and even this was confined to the
Germanic peoples. The foreign volunteers who served the

inird Reich differed too in that they were not a permanent

part of its forces. Most of the legions associated with the
German forces were raised to fight against the U.S.S5.R.,
but a minority had the United Kingdom as an enemy. Had the
war ended in a German victory, most of the foreigners would
have been demobilised, their purpose served. Only a

1limited number of volunteers of Nordic stock would have been

eligible to join contingents to guard the new frontiers of

the Greater German Reich and to maintain order behind them.




PAR'D' ONE
German Policy and Policy Makers.

Chapter One-''he Vanpguard.

The Wehrgesetz of 1921 confined membership of the

Reichswehr to members of the German state and released ,

foreigners serving in the German armed forces at that time,
Thenceforth, until Adolf Hitler repudiated the Treaty of
Versallles, the German Army and Navy were limited in size and

restricted to long-term volunteers. The Wehrgesetz of 1955

did not completely exclude non-Germans from service in the

German forces and provision was made, on 26th June 1935, for

those who did not belong to the Reich to enlist, once the
v

approval of the Fihrer had been given:
After the re-introduction of conscription on 16th March
1935, the German forces hot only had to instruct each year-

gtoug as it came of military age, but also to provide supple-
mentary training for the "white" age-groups - those who had

not been conscripted during the years of official disarmament,
Nor was the task simply a matter of absorbing manpower in

order to expand the German Army and Navy on the basis of

existing cadres, for a new air force had to be created almost
from scratch, In the process, moreover, the German forces

had to be trained and equipped with weapons which had in some
cases been forbidden to them, notablq tanks, heavy artillery,

submarines and aircraft.

le R.Absolon, Wehrgesetz und Wehrdienst, 193%9-.19/ Das
Personalwesen in der Wehrmacht (Boppard am Rhein, 1960),

Pe.l25.
2. Ibid', p.123.



As a result of its preoccupation with these responsibilities,

the Wehrmacht had no interest in recruiting large numbers of

forleigners - an attitude it maintained until the first winter
of the Russian campaign, when German casualties made the

use of non-GCTermans imperative.

The Kingdom of Prussia had raised regiments of Masurians,
while the Second Reich recruited native Askaris to defend her
newly~acquired African territories. Nevertheless, the enlist-

ment of non-Germans was not so deeply rooted in Prussian
military tradition as it was in that of Austria, where there
was a long history of employing Magyer, Croat and Czech

regimenac's. During the First World War the German Army raised

4. De
a small Irish Brigade, and a Moslem Legion which, while they

achieved 1little, created few problems for their sponsor.

Greater difficulties were posed by the legion raised in

occupied "Congress" Poland, since Pilsudski, its commander,

opposed German plans for deploying the force in circumstances

which he considered unprofitable to Poland. Hitler himeself
was strongly influenced by Pilsudski's intransigence and

developed not only a hostility to the Polish people but also

an antipathy towards non-German legions, The close

3. A.Dallin, German Rule in Russia, 19411945 (London,1957),
P.535.

4. E,Stephan, Geheimauftrag Irland (Oldenburg,l196l), p.274.

De Govon Mende, !'Erfahrungen mit Ostfreiwilligen",Vielvﬂlker-'
Heere und Koalitionskriege (Darmstadt,1952), p.25.
6, Ibid., p.26; Besprechung des Filhrers,8 June 1943 - Nuremburg

Trial Document 1384 PS, in B[undes]a[i'chiv]-Mﬁlitﬂ.L:]a[
rchiv/ III W 100.



10

Co-operation between Germans and Finns in the Prussian

Jigerbataillon 27, during the struggle to establish the
FinnishRepubiic,*was largely forgotten, with the result that
the German Army was not inclined to recruit foreign

personnel, <The converse was also true; Germany strenuously

8e
discouraged her subjects from joining the French Foreign Iegion,

Tthe territorial conquests of the German forces brought
into their ranks many who had been citizens of foreign states

at the outbreak of war, The partition of Poland and the
annexation of Danzig added two new military districts - XX and

XXI - to the German recruiting framewogfk'while German victories

0. 11,
in the West brought Alsace, Iorraine, TIuxemburg, Eupen,

12,
Malmédy and Moresnet into existing Wehrkreise as additional

sub-districts. Iater events were to bring Norsthern

7. Mende, op.cit., p.25.
8. Der Politische Polizeikommandeur der L¥nder, Preussische

Geheime Staatspolizei, Der Stellvertreter Chef, A9S
Verschyl IIT 2Dg.,, 3rd April 1936, in T 175, Roll 414,
Frames 2940029-.%2, .

9. G.Tessin, Verbinde und Truppen der deutschen Wehrmacht und
Waffen S.S,,1939-1945,IV Band (Frankfurt am Main, 1970),

pp.132, 154; U.S.A., Military Intelligence Service, Order of
Battle of the G.erman Army, April 1943 (Washington, 1943),
pp.>59-40, o
10, Ibid., p.Z28.

11, Ibid., p.35.

l2, 1bid., p.29.
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1. 14,
Slovenza,lBialys%ok and the South Ty%gi into the German

recruiting system. In this way Germany's expansion drew

de jure foreignerls into the German forces,

The "Fifth Columm!"

One branch of the High Command of the German Armed Forces
with an interest in recruiting foreigners, even before 1939,
was Amt Ausland Abwehr, the intelligence organisation
controlled by Admiral Canaris. Before the outbreak of war this
department gathered racial Germans from Poland itself and in
" territories bordering upon Poland, in order to form Kampftrupps
to seize important objectives, such as the Jablunka Pass and

the Chorzow power stat}gh. In addition to these men,

Ukrainians resident in Germany were persuaded to join another

"commando" unit, known as Bergbauernhilfe, for use in

13,0.K.We 3a 14 W,F.St./St.W.N.V./&X Ia, 189/41, 24 April,1941 -
T 175, Roll 104, Frame 26268823 Military Intelligence
Service, op.cit.,p.58.

14,Ibid., p.24; 0.K.W./W.F.St./Abt.L(IV) Nr.001543/41, 22

July 1941 - T 175, Roll 106, Frames 2628881-3,

15.0n 14th October 1943,

16,L,de Jong, The German Fifth Column in the Second World War

(London, 1956), pp.153-5; Markblatt zur Bekanntgabe an

die gegen Polen eingesetzten Truppen,23rd August 1939 -
"Nuremburg" document NOKW 083, Case XII, Doc,Bk.,l35.

Il
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17,
Eastern Poland, For the attack on the Netherlands, Abwehr

recruited 190 Dutchmen, working in Germany, who belonged to
the National-Socialistische Band van Nederlanders in

Duitsland, and used sixty of them dressed in Dutch uniforms,
18,

to seize important frontier crossings.,

During the campaigns that preceded the assault upon the
Soviet Union, the German Army used the topographical and
linguistic expertise of these small units to assist the entry

of its formations, In addition, the German forces received
spontaneous but not entirely unexpected assistance from

minorities within the countries under attack. Given the
interests of military security, Germany was unable to warn
well-disposed minoritieqho prepare for the German arrival; but

once minority-members became aware of the outbreak of

hostilities, assistance was generally quick in coming, thereby
19,
creating an often exaggerated fear of a German "Fifth Column,™

The minorities who assisted the German ground-forces in

1939 and 1940 were racial Germans who had in all cases been

influenced by National-Socialist propaganda and encouraged to
unify their political, cultural and athletic organisations,

17.de Jong,op.cit.,p.153; Training Directive of B.B.H,No,20/39

4th August 1939 - NOKW 423, Case XII, Doc.Bk.1l3; J.A.

Armstrong, Ukrainian Nationalism 19%9.1945, 2nd Edition

(New York, 1963), pp.42-43; Dallin, op.cit., p.ll5.

1l8.de Jong, op.cit.,p.185; S.van der Zee, 2500 Landverraders

19.de Jong, op,cit., passim.
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In Poland, the German Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle had persudded
the racial German bodies to combine into the Bund der
Deutschen in Po%gﬁ. Apart from recruiting individuals as
secret agents, the German authorities were also able to

encourage racial Germans to avoid mobilisation in the Polish

forces or to shun combat with the Germans, if already con-

scripted. Partly as a result of this propﬁaganda,manyzl

surrendered when the German invasion of Poland took place,
German agencies also arranged to smuggle arms across the Polish

frontier to the Selbstachutz organisations within the

Volksdeutsche villages, formed to protect them from anti-

22,
German popular feeling., Once the German attack was launched,

these armed groups were -able to take the offensive against small
parties of Polish troops and also to give organised assistance
in clearing roads and guiding German troops. When the campaign

was over, the Selbsﬁhutz in the annexed areas proviggd the

nuclei for units of the political S.S, and for the S.A., But

20, Ibid., p.149.

2l, Ibid., p.l52,
22, lbid., p.l51.,

25, Der H8here S.S, und Polizeif#threr Danzipg und Westpreussen,

Ia/0 Az,8b - 10/36,10,39, 31lst October, 1939, in T 175,

Roll 171, Frames 2704856-17.



four thousand served as Hilfspolizei or Jjoined the S.S.

24.
Totenkopfverbdinde, armed S,S.units, while racial Germans in

the Generalgouvernement portion of Poland formed a Sonderdienst

25,
which also carried out armed policg duties,

In North Schleswig the racial German Volksgruppe was

controlled by N.S.D.A.P. — Nordschleswig, the local National-
Socialist party, which numbered among its sub-organisations the
Schleswigsche Kameradschaft, corresponding to the S,A. in

Germany. When German troops crossed into Danish territory,S.K.

assisted with traffic control, disarmed and ggarded Danish
soldiers and collected abandoned Danish weapons. In these ways

the Volksdeutsche made their un-planned contribution to the

Danish defeat, after which individuals served in German security

27
organisations, Many S.K.members, in the spring of 1944,28

constituted a Selbstschutz, resembling the German Volkssturm.

24. S.S.Oberabschnitt Weichsel, Ia/0 Az. 8/26.10,.,%9, &th
December 1939, T 175, Roll 171, Frame 2704540,

25. Krakauer Zeitung, 21st May 1940, 16th August 1940, 9th
April 1941 and also the correspondence relating to the
absorption of the Sonderdienst into the German police,
- T 175, Roll 67, Frames 2583925-8,

26, de Jong, op.cit., p.l60; Denmark, Betacnkning (Beretning)
til Folketinget,X1V (Copenhagen, 1956,, passim; N.Alkils,

Besae ttelstidens, Fakta (Copenhagen, 1945) I, pPp.603=-6;
V.la Cour, Danmark under Besac ttelsen (Copenhagen,1945)

II 9 Ppo 479_506-

27, Alkils, op.cit., pp.630, 771-3 refers to the Zeitfreiwilligen
dienst (Heimwehr) and to the Schweriner Wacht - und

Schliessgesellschaft,
28, Ibid., P.620.
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During the VWestern campaign of 1940 the only recorded
assistance given to the German forces from within invaded

territory took place in Eupen and Malmédy*where the organis-

ations of the local German minority endeavoured to seize

29,
public buildings. This activity was in the Lest revolutionary

tradition but it was prbbably of little practical benefit to
the invaders and is possibly indicative of the unpreparedness
of the German community.

In Yugoslavia events took a similar course to those in
Poland in that racial Germans who were to be called up into the
Royal Yugoslav Army were instructed by the leaders of thelr

communities not to report for duty; and those who had done 80
50,

surrendered on the arrival of German troops. Seletﬂcg%ié.Organ-

isations, dating from before the invasion in many places, seized

important points and even engaged in open warfare against Serbian
22,
units. Croat soldiers likewise turned upon their Serbd comrades

9., de Jong, op. cit., pp.197-8.

50, Extract from Dr.Sepp Jankers, Reden und Aufsaetze (Beckerek,
1944), - NG 4630 /SSSR 357, Case XI, Doc.Bk.45: de Jong,

op.cit., p.232; L.S.von Grote, Yol.Il Mc,, 28th March 1941,
- NG 3243, Case XI, Doc.Bk.72F.

51, Telegramm Nr,31, 15th January 1941, NG 3375, Case XI,
Doc.Bk.43; de Jong, op.cit., p.230,

32, Ibid., p.233.



encouraged by the presence of Croat nationalists with the
Italian invaders. Although Yugoslavia was divided following

defeat and a Croat state estgblished, the German communities

retained their arms and established security organisations of

3%,
their own.

The Anti-British

Before attacking the U.S.S.R. the German forces prepared

to use three groups of fareigners against the British Empire.
One plan was directed against the British Isles themselves, and

involved the use of Irishmen who were to be dropped into

Northern Ireland in company with German parachutists. The plan

was probably over-ambitious because of the isolation of the

24,
parachutists from supporting troops, but German estimates of the

number of Irishmen willing to participate in the scheme were
also exaggerated, The German Foreign Office, acting on behalf

of the Sicherheitsﬂmmshthe sponsor of the Irish Brigade,
arranged for émigré Irish nationalists to visit camps contalning

Irish prisoners-of-war, but only succeeded in recruiting a

55.
couple of hundred men. Operation Seel8we was abandoned and

33. P .Wacker, 'Die Einsatzstaffel der Deutschen Mannschaft',
Feldgrau, X,Jg., Heft 2 (1962), pp.65-8: F.Schweighofer,
'Die Wehrmannschaft des Steirischen Heimatbundes', Feldgrau,
IX.Jg., Heft 5 (1961), pp.155-7.

54, Stephan, op.cit.,, pp.272-6; 0!Callaghan, The Jackboot in
Ireland (London, 1958), pp.l124-5. German preparations for
landing in Ireland were a deception measure -R,Wheatley,

Operation Sealipn (Oxford, 1958), p.l62; W.Ansel, Hitler
Confronts England, (London, 1960), pp.230-1.

35. O'Callaghan’ _R!___O Cit.’ pp'lo'z-lo; Stephan9 OE.Ci‘t" p02750



Hitler turned his attention eastwards; so plans for the airborne

invasion of Ulster were dropped. Some Irishmen were trained

by Abwehr for sabotage operations in the United Kingdom but

nothing came of them. The scheme for dropping Irish para-
chutists into the Six Counties was revived by the S.S. when

the arrival of U.S.troops there was imminent, But Admiral
Canaris, the head of Abwehr, was sceptical about the operation.

It depended upon the collaboration of the Irish Republican Army ,

of whose organisation and efficiency Major Goertz, the Admiral's
36.
agent in Dublin, had formed a poor opinion. So this plan, too,

was dropped. Nevertheless, nine hundred Irish prisoners-—of-war
were segregated in a special camp, until January 1945, when

Himmler apparently abandoned all hope of their fighting against

2T
Great Britain.

Although the Middle East had no specific place in German

plans, the victories of British Imperial Troops in that theggre

made it imperative that Germany should help her Italian ally.

36, Stephan, op.cit., pp.272-3; O'Callaghan, op.cit., p.l53;
?,P.Coogan, The I.R.A., 2nd Edition (Iondon, 1970), p.221,
refers to articles by Goertz, which appeared posthumousiy
in The Irish Times, August 1947,

5>7. Rleichs] f |tthrer| S.S. Persiénlicher|Stialb.Tla]|eskbluch

N{umme]r 1997/44, 15th January 1945-T 145, Roll 125,

Frame 2650479; Slade, M.de, Yeomen of Valhalla (Mannheim,
1970), pp095-6-

58+ Le.Hirszowirz, The Third Reich and the Arab East (Iondon,
1966), P.85.



Furthermore, when the Iragi rebellion led by Rashid Alli took

place in May 1941, nitler ordered the sending of a millitary
29.

mission to advise and assist the lraqis, which necessitated

securing air-staging facilities from the Vidy-French author-
ities in Syria, Although the Pétainist officials were co-
operative, it was a case of too little and too late; and the

Iraqi resistance collapsed. Nevertheless, the German mission,

Sonderstab F,, continmued to exist, some of its persongl organ-

ising Arab bdnds to fight in Syria when it was invaded by

40,
British Imperial and Free French forces. Their efforts were

handicapped oy reluctance in Berlin to offer independence to the
Syrian and Lebanese Arabs for fear of offending or weakening

41
the Vichy régime; and the intervention ended in defeat.

On 11th June 1941, Hitler issued a further directive,

instructing Felmy's staff to work with Arab liberation move- )
42 o

ments in order to undermine Britain's position in the Middle East.

59. Hitler, Weisung Nr.30, 23rd May 1941, to be found in H.R.
Trevor-Roper HZitler's War Directives Iondon, 1964),

ppo 72-40
40, Hirszowiceg, op.cit.,, p.173. (Sonderstab F derived its title

from the name of its commander, General der Flieger Felmy).

41, Ibid., p.185,
42, Hitler, Weisung Nr.32,in Trevor-Roper, op.cit., pp.75-82.
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The Mufti of Jerusalem, H aj Muhammed Amin el-Huseini, the most

prominent Palestinian Arab eéxile, made much of the claim that
Germany and the Arabs had common enemies in the British, the
Jews and the Bolsheviks. So much so, that he probably convinced
the German authorities that there were thousands of Arabs waiting
to respond to his call for holy war; but he failed to obtain a
public declaration of intent. Hitler maintained that "only an
assurance which rests on victorious armed forces is of real
value." German thoughts of proclaiming support for a Pan-Arab
state or for a Greater Syria were inhibited by the effect it
would have, not only on Vichy France but also on Turkey, a
potential ally, who coveted Aleppo and Mosul. Spain was another

possible ally, who did not want her Moroccan subjects to be
stirred up, while Italy not only had a North African empire but
hoped to annex that of Franizz

It was also true that Germany had no desire to burn her
fingers twice in an Iragqi-type diqaster. Ridicule of Allied
governments-in exile was a constant theme in hev&ropaganda;
and she could hardly recogniese a "free" Iraqi government for
that reason. She made do with the argument that the Muftli was

respected throughout the Arab world and that German recognition
of his leadership would be tantamount to recognising an Arab
nation covering a number of existing states. The German author-

ities were only prepared specifically to further the independence
of Arabs under British.rulef? Otherwise the Arab leaders had to

4%, Hirszowicz, op.cit,, p.218.

44, Hirszowicz, op.cit., p.2l18.



be content with the undertaking to dissolve the Jewlsh national

45,
home in Palestine., To these ends a German-Arab Instructional

Unit was set up by Sonderstab F, using Aradb refugees and

prisoners-of-war, as well as Arab students residing in German-

46,
occupied Europe.

The two Arab leaders, the Mufti and Rashid Ali, visited

Italy, hoping to persuade the Italian government to issue the
proclamation that the Germans would not provide. They suggested
that Italy might establish an Arab Legion; but the Italian
Government was worried about the possible repercussions on

Italy's North African subjects, and was doubtful about the extent
of its military advantages. Nevertheless, it agreed to raise

one provided that the Arab nationalist movement remained under
I1talian supervision. The outcome was that the two Axis
governments made an arrangement whereby Italy raised an Arab
force and Germany raised an Indian one, both parties exchanging
prisoners-of-war to make this possible. But neither party kept
faith since the Germans retained the Deutsch-Arabische

Lehrabteilung and the Italians established a Centro Militare
india. As it happened, the Indians under Italian command proved

mutinous, while the Arabs of the Centro di Addestramento Militare

per Arabi were insufficient in number to make the force a

45, 1bid., p.227.

46, Ibid., pp.250-2; O] ber|/k|{ommando des|H |eeres|Genl|erall st ab]

dles|H{eeres| Orgjanisation | Abt/eilung Nr,265%, lst
June 1942, in BAMA - hl/136.
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workable proposition. In consequence, Germany had units of both

47.
Indians and Arabs, while Italy in effect had neither,

The Deutsch-Arabische Iehrabteilung was sent to the Eastern
Front in the summer of 1942 with the intention.thatht should

follow German troops through the Caucasus and Iran to Irag. This

scheme met with the approval of Rashid Ali, but not that of the

Mufti, who would have preferred to see the unit Jjoin Rommel in

Africa and liberate Palestine and Syria via Egypt, 4As matters
turned out, the ill-fated German attempt to reach tChe Caucasus

brought the Arab volunteers no nearer than Stalino, where they
48.

stayed until the opening of a new front in French North Africa.
This new theatre of war offered the unit an opportunity to

fulfil its original purpose - that of providing a nucleus for

49,
fresh Arab unit8. The Vichy-Frenth authorities in Tunisia

50,
handed over the Arabs of the Phalange Africaine and, with these

47. Hirszowicz, op.cit., pp. 252-4; German Foreign Office,
Aufstellung Indischer Legion und Arabischer ITegion in
Italien, D,Pol2 VII e Sdbd, 1 Band 1, 1 January 1942 to
51 December 1942, in F[oreigﬁIO[ffice] Series 86, Frames
62 798 -~ 897; O[ber]k[ommando der] W [ehrmacht],
K]riegsltlagelbluch), III/1 (Frankfurt am Main, 1963) ,

p.416.

48, Hirszowicz op.cit., pp.254-8; O.K.W., K.T.B., II/1
(Frankfurt am Main, 1963), p.747; 1I/2 (Frankfurt am Main,

1963%), pp.800, 836, 892, 1211:; III/l1, pp. 28, 195.

49, Gen.St.d.H./Ors. Abt.(II)Nr.9%38/4%, Deutsch-Arabische
Tr uppen, 23 March, 1943; O.K.W., K.T.B., III/1, p.p.249-50;
Hirszowicz, op.cit., p.298.

50, Ibid., p.300. The Phalange was a unit raised by the Vichy
government to defend Tunisia against the Western Allies.
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and other recruits, Battalions Algerian, Marokko, Tunesien I

51,
and Tunesien II were established, Once again it was a case of

too 1little and too late, and the weak, under-trained Arab

units were totally incapable of averting the Axis collapse
in Tunisia,

After the defeat of the German-Italian forces in North

Africa there was no Arab territory remaining under Axis control,

and the Germans became dependant upon expatriates to reconstruct
and maintain an Arab unit within the German Army. Such a

battalion - Number 845 - was stationed in Greece, which was the

52,
nearest point to the Middle East remaining in German hands,

A small number of Arab parachutists were dropped into Palestine,
but it became increasingly obvious that the unit could not be

used in any Arab country. The Arabs were subsequently used to

t
perform seouriti;éj\ﬂin Greece until the withdrawal of the

ol
German forces., An attempt to form a duplicate German-Arab

battalion, to be humbered II / 845, was abandoned in the
54,

autumn of 1944, It was thus impossible to produce an Arab

5>l,. Kommandeur der deutsch-arabische Truppen, Abt.Ia Nr.480/¢ N
31 March 1943, This document also refers to a weak Arab

construction battalion and to the parachutist company of
D.A.L.

>2, H irszowicz, op.cit., p.307; 0.K.H. Chef H|eeres|Riist un-]
und Blefehlshaber|dles | E|lrsatzheeres|/A|1lgemeine

Hleeres{aimt|Ia VI, Nr.19584//¢ 1t June 194 ,BAMA.37616/2.

55. Brilsseller Zeitung, 15 December 1943; V8lkischer Beobachter,
17 November 1944; Hirszowicz, op.cit., p.31l.

>4. O0.,K.H./Gen,S5t.d,H./Org. Abt. (II), Nr.38915, 24th October
1944 - BAMA-H1/144 and T 78, Roll 413,



55
counter-blast to the British-organised Jewish Brigade Group.

A third anti-British group, with whom German agencies

negotiated shortly before the attack on the U.S.S.R.,
consisted of Indian nationalists., Subps Chandra Bose, leader

of the militant wing of the Indian National Congress, reached
Germany in 1941 via Afghanistan and the U.S.S.R. The members
of the Indienreferat in the Informationsabteilung of the

German Foreign Office wished to make use of Bose for psycho-

logical warfare against Indian troops in the Western Desert;

and it was largely due to the activities of these German civil

servants that a handful of Ingians were persuaded to volunteer
plogh

in May 1941 for propaganda work. Bose wanted the German

authorities to recognise an Indian government-in exile, but

the German Government was unwilling to do this, probably because

it regarded India as being within the Soviet sphere of interest.
Even after the start of "Barbarossa', however, the German
government remained inhibited by hopes of making a separate

peace with Britain, which might be jeopardised by German

57
support for Indian nationalists.

55. Hirszﬁvicz, op.cit., p.312.

56, C. Sykes, Troubled Ioyalty — A Biography of Adam von ITrott
zu Solgz.(Iondon, 1968), pp.351-9.

57, B,Martin, Deutschland und Japan im Zweiten Weltkrieg

(GYttingen, 1969), p.63; H.Toye, The Springing Tiger (London,
1959), pp.6l-T.
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Although their hopes proved chimerical, the German
government still refused to make a pronouncement upon the
future of India - at least until such time when Axis troops
were on the threshold of Ing?;. As in the case of the Arabs,
the Germans had no wish to invite ridicule by making a
premature declaration of Indian independence. Nevertheless,
the German government supported the creation of an Indian
armed force and made it possible for Bose and his colleagues
to broadcast to India, Care of the infant Indian unit was
vested in Sonderstab F., which also bore the responsibility

59,
for training Arabs,

There were two theatres-of-war in which the Indian unit
could have been employed. It could have been sent to the
Eastern front in order to pass through the Caucasus, Iran and
Afghanistan to India; or it could have been despatched to the
Western Desert in an attempt to suborn troops of the Indian
Empire before passing via Egypt and Asia Minor to India. The
first alternative was ruled out by the halting of the German

offensive in the U.S.S.R., while the second proved impossible

because létommel refused to conduct political warfare with the
O.

Indian unit. The British Imperial advance, after the battle
of E1 Alamein, diminished and finally destroyed any prospectis

of usefully employing the Indian Legion in Africa,

58. oykes, op.cit., p.364; Martin, op.cit., p.64: Hirszowicsz,
op.cit., p.21l8,.

590 1bid. 9 p.203.

60,Sykes, op.cit., p.365; Toye, op.cit,, p.74.
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Since the Japanese forces were close to India and had
many more Indians from whom to recruit than the Germans
had, Bose arranged to be taken to the Far East in a blockade

6l.
runner, He left a complete Indian regiment in Germany, the

950th, which was too valuable a source of manpower to be left
idle, Accordingly, this Indian Legion was sent to the Dutch
coast among the earliest of many non-German units to serve

62.
in Western Europe.

1t is thus apparCent that the Wehrmacht was not initially
disposed to recruit foreigners; and even when territorial
expansion created new requirements, the men enlisted were
mostly of German origin, But, under the influence of its own
intelligence branch, the Wehrmacht started to recruit
Ukrainians, Dutchmen, Arabs and Indians, with the co-operation
of the German Foreign Ministry. The S.S., for itspart, also
enlisted Irishmen, These were the forerunners of 'the}nundreds
of thousands of non-Germans who were eventually to serve in

Germany's armed forces,

61. Toye, op.cit., p.77; Sykes, op.cit., p.366,
62, Ibid., p.367; Toye, op.cit., p.148; O.K.W. K.T.B.III/1
2495 O.K.H., Chef Heeres Rdst. und B.d.E., A.H.A,,

I a VI, Nr.1734/43, 15 April 1943 - BAMA 59681/12:

O.K.h./Gen.St.d H./Org.Abt. (II) Nr.12016/43: 17 April
1943 - BAMA - H 1/144; Donau Zeitung, 25 November 1943.
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Chapter Two - The Elite Guard

In Mein Kempf Adolf Hitler described the Germany he envisaged =-

"Ag a State, the German Reich shall include ull Germens. Ite tack is not

only to gather in and foster the most valuanble sections of our people but
to lead them slowly and surely to a dominant position in the world.” (l)
The Schutzstaffel of Hitler's National Sccialist Party obediently furihered

"
the aims of its Fuhrer by taking men who were not German citizens by birth

but who were of German blood, provided they met the physical and racial
requirements of the S.S. As early as the autum of 1934, Austrian National
Socialist refugees, gathered together under the auspices of S8.S. Hilfswerk
Schleissheim, were naturalised and used to form the second battalion of

the S.5. regiment, later known as "Deutschland".(z) The S.S. together with

other Party organisations, fostered the Austrian Legion and the Sudeten

German TFree Corps.(B) When these territories were later cunexed to the

Third Reich, not only were units of the ordina-y political S.S. established

within them, but they also supplied recruits to the full-time, armed and

"

barracked S.S. Verfugungstruppen. In the case of Austria, a new SebDe

(4)

1"
reginient, "Der Fuhrer", was raised.

1. A. Hitler, Mein Kampf, translated by J. Murphy, (London, 1939), F.334.

2. Truppenamt, T2 Nr. 52 , 5 October 1934, Anlege 2; Wohrkreis
Kommando VII, Nr. 2656, 18th June 1935.

. Series D, Vol. 1 (London,

3. Documents on Garman Foreismn Policy, 1918-1
1949), p.496; G. Berger, Affidavit, - 30326 PS.

4. 0. WeidingerKameraden bis zum Fnde (GUttingen, 1962), p.p. 15-1T7.
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The Verfﬁ'ggngstruppen of the S.S. were originally restricted in size

to a motorised infantry division, a strength which they had not reached

before the declaration of war. Volunteers for the S.S5.-V.T. enlisted for
an initial period of four years and came for the most part from the ranks
of the Hitler Youth movement vie the Allgemeire S.S. Arart from meeting

the striect racial standards of the whole of the 5.S. they had to he perfect

physical specimens. In this respect the Reiohsfahrer D«Hey, Heinrich
Himmler, was as fastidious as the Great Elector had been in the matter of
the height nf his Potsdam Grenadiers. If more men had been required, it
would have been o simple matter to have relaxed the physical standards.

It was not, however, essential for S.S. men to be of German origin, provided
that they were of Nordic blood; and in 1938 Himmler authorised the
enlistment of Germanen into the S.S.-V.T.,(5) with the result that by the
end of that year twenty had been incorporated.(6} Although this score of
volunteers was destined to be the first of many thousands, it did not
represent a great accession of strength to the Armed S.S.; but it mattered

to the S5.5. because its leaders envisaged the Reich as not merely & Gorman

one but as g Greater German or Germanic institution.(T) As an imrportant

organ of that Reich, the S.5. needed to be a Germanic and not merely a

Gernan body.

5 Stein, op. cit., p. 94.
6. Ibid.y p. 94.

11 it it
7. Rede des Reichsfuhrers anlasslich der Gruprenfuhrerbesprechung

im Flhrerheim der 5.8, Standarte "Deutschlend", 8 Oc<ober 193€,
in TLY5, Rcll 90, Frames 2612559=-82.
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Shortly before the outbreak of war the Armed S.S. further increased
its size by sending members of the Totenképﬁerb;nde into the Free City
of Danzig to provide a core for its Heimwehr(e) which was later absorbed
into the "Totenkopf" Division of the S.S.(9) Since there were only two
hundred and thirty-seven Danzigers in the Waffen-S.S. in May 1940, they
clearly did not constitute an entire battalion.(lo)

With the outbreak of the Second World War the Armed S.S. began to
assist with the second task outlined by Hitler, that of achieving a dominent
position for the Ge&rman people. Hitler had arranged that the _Ve_r_f‘:;g_g_n_g-
Struppen, unless required to maintain order in the interior, were to be

employed with the Army.(ll) Not only did that force need all the trained
men available, but Hitler felt the S.S. needed to prove itself in the field

"
in order to perform its duties as State Police.(l2) The Fuhrer insisted

that the quality of the men in the S.S. units should remain high and

consequently he limited the size of the Armed S.S. to between five and ten

percent of the peacetime strength of the Amy.(n)

8. Stein, op.cit., p., 28; Documents on British Foreign Policy, 3, VI, Nos.
155, 198 and 355; Documents concerning German - Polish Relations,

Miscellaneous No. 9 (1939), Cmd 6106, Nos: 29 and,3l; A. Mollo,
Uniforms of the S.S., Vol. IV, S.S. Totenkopfverbande

- ’
zLondon, 19715, p. 18.

9. TotenkOpfregiment 3, Stammtaffel -~ B.A.M.A., - S 15-3/1,

10, /Der Chef des Er a.nzun samtes der Waffen S.S, U'bersichts lan, 4 May,
940 /- BA - NS 19/380 and T175, Roll 104, Frames 26381 - 3. 7
11. Der Fuhrer und Relchska:nzler, 17 August 1938, - 647 PS/USA 443, in
(Washington, 1946), ITI, 459-66;

otein, op. cit., p. XXXI,

12, Leaflet G. 42, captured in Libya, March 1942 - part of D665/G.B. 280,

in N.C.A. ‘ Vi, 170-2; W. Warlimont, Inside Hitler's Headguarters

(London, 1964), p. 104, indicates 'that Hitler expressed this view in the
winter 1939-40,

l3, 0O.K.H./Gen., St. d. H./Wes. Abt. Nr. 1l » 41, 21 March 1941, - pgrt of
D665/G.B. 280, N.C.,A., VII, 172-3; Stein, op. cit., p. 223 H. Hohne,
The Order of the Death's Head (London, 1969 , De 457.
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"
In gpite of this limit upon the size of the Verfu gtruppen, the decision
to commit them to the front-line created the problem of finding enough
eligible men to replace casualties.

"
Heinrich Himmler, the Reichsfuhrer - S.S., on 1 December 1939

"
established the Erganzungsamt der Waffen S.S. within the S.S. Hauptamt.
"
The new office was served by an S.S. Erganzungsstelle in each S.S.

Oberabschnitt, in effect in every Wehrkreis.(l4) Gottlob Berger was
entrusted with rumming the Erg'a'.nzungsamt which meant that he was responsible
for finding manpower for the Armed S.S. This he had to do in the face of
the armed forces, who had no'wish to see the growth of a military organis-
ation independent of their control. Furthermore, they were not willing to
permit the Armed S.S. to take the cream of German manhood.(ls) The efforts

of the S.5. itself, and of the other organisations within the N.S.D.A.P.,

failed to produce sufficient recruits in 1940 from the age-groups either

(16)

too young or too old to be eligible for the armed forces. So Berger

took advantage of the fact that Himmler held the post of Reichskommissar

" * ]
fur die Festigung deutscher Volkstums. This not merely gave the Reichsfuhrer

contacts with the communities of German origin outside the Reich, but also

empowered him to register their members, classify them according to their

degree of racial purity and to "resettle" them, either in the Reich proper

or in the ammexed Eastern territories.(l7)

14, Dienstanweisuneg fﬁr das Er"nzunsamt der Waffen S.8., 29 October 1939-
T175, Roll 104, Frames 2626774 - 806; O0.K.W. Az. 12a A.H.A./Ag./E(Id)
Nr, 11447/39, Neuordnung des Erganzungswesens der S.S. und Polizel,

50 November 1939 - T175, Roll 104, Frame 2626687; Der Chef des
Erganzungsamtes der Waffen S.S., Neuordnung, des Erginzungswesens,

1 December 1939 - T175, Roll 104, Frames 2626770=3.

15. Stein op. cit., p.p. 35-7.

16. Ibid. p.p. 45-6; Der Chef des Erganzungsamtes der Waffen S.S., VIII/Tgh
Nr, 12140)1 February 1940 - T175, Roll 104, Frames 2626 688 - 90.

17, Ibid., p. 46; R. Koehi, R.K.F.D.V - German Resettlement and Population

Policy, 1939-45 (Cambridge, Mass.» 1957), passim.




Volksdeutsche

There existed in the overrun territories communities of German origin_(w)

Since these Volksdeutsche did not possess German citizenship, they were not

liable for conscription into the Wehrmacht. The German High Command could

not object if Berger attempted to enlist them into the Armed S.S.; and by

the end of January 1940 fifty-eight racial Germans from Slovakia had been

accepted.(l9) Returns of 4 May 1940 show that the number of recruits from

the same source had grown to eighty-three, and they also reveal considerable

numbers from the rest of the former Czechoslovek republic and Poland.(zo)

Berger's recruiting efforts of January 1940 were not confined %o

territories under German control, for in that month the German Foreign

Office was endeavouring to persuade the Roumanian government to permit o

thousand racial German "farm-labourers" to come to Germany, where their

"
real destination was the S.S. Verfhgg_r_lgstruppen.(m) Negotiations were

protracted because the Roumanian Army was reluctant to relinguish valuable

manpower. Without Roumanian permission the departure of Volksdeutsche

peasants would constitute desertion. There was also opposition within the

German Volksgruppe itself to a scheme which would nunerically weaken it.(22)

18%5

20,

21.

22,

In Slovakia, Bohemia-Moravia and in Generalgouvernement Poland.

it
Der Chef des Erganzungsamtes der Waffen S.S.. Slowaken Deutache,

30 Jenuary 1940 - T175, Roll 104, Frame 2626692,

1
Ubersichtsplan, 4 May 1940, - 799 from Bohemias and Moravia and 1,123
from the Generalgouvernement.

"
Auswartiges Amt, Kult. A 1818, 23 January 1940, - part of NO. 1605,
Case X1, Doc., Bk. 72 F.

t
Der Chef des Erganzungs Amtes Her Waffen S.S., Tgb. Nr. 156/40, 16 April
1940, - NO5897, Case XI, Doc. Bk. 66 G; R.}.S.S., Tgb. Nr. 0,
28 April 1940, - part of NO1605, Case XI, Doc. Bk. 72 F,
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Although the "phoney war" was still in being and the Armed S.S. was not

sustaining any casualties, Berger persisted in his request, because ethitc
Germans were not required simply to provide additional personnel. By
joining the Armed S.S. and participating in the war, racisl Geiman
Volkseruppen would be bound closer to the German people through the creation

of a common Frontk'a'.mpfer generation.(‘%) Another important factor was that

the Volksdeutsche would be subjected to the intensive Weltanschauliche

indoctrinagtion of the S.S.(24) By 4 May 1940 one hundred end ten ethnic

Germans from Roumania were serving in the Waffen S.S5., alongside members

of other Volksgruopen and individuals from widely-scattered parts of the
(25)

world.

The Soviet annexation of the Roumanian territories of Bessarabie and
North Bukovine in June 1940, was followed by a Russian - German agreement
which permitted the evacuation of racial Germans from the two territories.
When Roumania ceded South Dobruja to Bulgaria, Germany arranged to "resettle”
its Volksdeutsche population. The scheme expanded still further when

Germany persuaded the Roumanian government to hand over the Germens of

South Bukovina and North Dobruja. The Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle,-one of

Himmler's agencies, was responsible for shifting the ethnic Germans to
(26)

cemps in the Reich or in German-occupied Poland.

" T
23. Dqr Fuhrer des S.S. Oberabschnitts Sudwest, Tgb., Nr. 663/41, Werbung

fur die Waffen S.S. in Elsass, 10 February 1941 - T175, Roll 110,
Frame 2635018 - para. l1;

W’ - February 1942 - T175, Roll 110, Frame
26350903

Reichsleiterldienst, Folge 42, 28 December 1943 - NO201l5, Case XTI,
Doc. Bk. 66G.

24, R. Herzog, Die Volksdeutschen in der Waffen S.S. (Tubingen, 1955), p. 6

"
25. Ubersichtsplan, 4 May 1940, - including 3 from China, 1 from Australia
and 1 from Mexico.

26. G. Castellan, "The Germans of Rumania", Journal of Contemporary Hiatorx/
VI (1971), No. 1, p. 63;

Koehl, op. cit., p. 94, p. 964
ZGerman Federal Ministry for Expellees, Refugees and War Victing
Documents on the Fxpulsion of the Germans /from Eastern Central Euro 5

111 /{Gottingen, 1961)7, pp. 44.55,
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Yet another government, the Yugoslav, permitted the passage of the

Bessarabian Germans through Semlin and Prahovo, where the local German

community established a Freiwilligen Arbeitsdienst to erect the necessary
transit camps. Under cover of the operation, officers of the S.S. examined
and selected some of. these Yugoslav subjects, and presumably arranged for
them to be smuggled into Germany with the Bessarabian transports.(27) On
their arrival they went to training units of the Armed S.S.

Membership of the S.S. was also open 1o non-Germans of Nordic blood
and these, too, were exempt from conscription by the Wehrmacht. Germanic
males resident in the Reich were in contact with National-Socialism - some
even joined the Germanische Sturmbanne of the S.S. - and might be influenced
into volunteering for the Armed S.S. But no form of pressure could be
applied to those in territories where there were no German troops present
at that time. Nevertheless, by May 1940 over one hundred volunteers of
Germanic blood were serving within the Armed S.S., of whom the largest

congisted of forty-four Swiss.(ze)

Western Slavs

Early in 1940 recruiting teams of the S.S. were examining Kashubes,

members of a Slav minority domiciled in the territory incorporated into

Germany from Poland. (29)

¢l Erg. Amt der Waffen S.S., Tgb. Nr. 463/40, 10 Soptember 1940 - NO1821,

Case XI, Doc. Bk. 433 Telegramr Nr. 678 fror Balernde, 13 September 1940-
" NO 5695, Case XI, Dod. Bk, 43

8. Ubersichtsplan, 4 May 1940, This category included one volunteer from
the Dutch East Indies and eight from England.

29. Dear Chef des Era. Amtes der WaffenSS VIIT/Teb., Nr., 10/40, Untersuchun
Yon Kagschuben, 15 January 1940 - BA=NS 195380 and in T175, Roll 104,

Frame 2626482,



Yot when the ethnic Germans of the snnexed areas were classified according

to their racial purity and attitude to the Reich, Kashubes, in common with

Masurians, Slonzaks and Upper Silesians, were relagated to the third of the

four Abteill,mg:_z;en(3 0) a class which was only employed in the German forces

with certain safeguards.(3l) Yet the S.S. compromised its standards of

g

»acial purity e enliathembers of this minority, soon after the conquest

of Poland., But the Kashubes were Germanised and had a long history of

association with Prussia; so it suited the German authorities to claim

the existence of an "ethnological closeness to Germandom".

(32)

It was

elso Himmler's intention to "split up the Eastern people from within",

to acknowledge and cultivate the tradition of the Kashubes and the Ukrainian

minorities(33) as part of a plan to drive a wedge between the Wasserpolen,

Masurians and Kashubes on the one hand and the Poles on the other.

(34) Yot

it was envisaged that the Kashubes and the other minorities would be

Gemanised,(35) and that these islands on German territory would disappear.

30.

31,

52.

33
54.
3.

(36)

Reichsgesetzblatt 1941 I S 1181, 4 March 1941; Der Reichsminigterium
des Innern, Ie 5125/41, 5000 Ost, 13 March 194l.

Luftwaffenverordnungsbhlatt Nr. 47, 16 November 1942, 2. 2804.

Erg. Amt der Waffen S.S. Er‘énzunsstelle Weichsel (XX) Untersuchun
von Kaschuben, 13 January 1940 in T175, Roll 104, Frames 2626484-6;

I. Kemenetsky, Secret Nazi Plansg for Eastern Europe (New Haven, 1961),
Pe. 2.

Ibid., p. 32

Ibid., p. 89.

Ibid., pp. 193-4, Appendix III - Himmler's Reflections o
of Peoples of Alien Race in the Eant, 28 November 1940, - NO 1880,

Ilbid., p. 32.
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Perhaps more surprising than the examination of Kashubes was that
of Goralians in early 1940(3 7) which by May produced ten members for the

Waffen S,..‘Sq..(3 8) For the Goralians belonged to a Slav minority which
provided personnel for the Polish mountain troops. When Germany and the

U.5.5.R. carved up Poland between them, Hitler annexed the territories
which he regarded as historically German, leaving a German-garrisoned
no-man's land, the Generalgouvernment. The Goralians, unlike the Kashubeg,
were situated in this central Polish reservation. Nevertheless, the S.S.
recrﬁited Goralians because Himmler insisted that they were of part-
Germanic origin,(39) like the other Slav minorities, such as the Lemkes
end the Huzules. The Goralians were to be acknowledged, encouraged and
eventually absorbed like the Kashubes.(40) Service in the Armed S.S.
would contribute to this end.
Germanic Volunteers.

As a result of Germany's campaigns of 1940, Berger's agents gained

access to a large Germanic population, over whom the Wehrmacht had no claim.
It was, moreover a population in which Hitler was interested on several

counts.

37. Der Chef des Erg. Amtes der Waffen S.S5., VIII, Tgb. Nr, 10[40, 15
January 1940 - BA - NS 197380 and T175, Roll 104, Frame 2626482.
't

38. Ubersichtsplan, 4 May 1940.

39. Koehl, op. cit., p. 152.

40. Kamenetsky, op. cit., pp. 193-4.



He wished to use the superior racial stock of the Norwegians and Dutch to

improve the racial composition of the German nation - reason enough, as
far as he was concerned, to bring them into the Third Reich., One of
Hitler's dreams, which he could have fulfilled, was to have reconstituted
the Holy Roman Empire of the German People in its fullest geographical

extent: +to restore not merely the 1914 frontiers of the Second Reich, but

to repossess all the land to which he felt Germany entitled. The Nether-
lands and Flanders clearly qualified for inclusion in Hitler's scheme, by

virtue of their former mediaeval status. More practically, Hitler's Reich

needed to control the mouths of the Rhine, the Maas and the Scheldt.(4l)
Shortly after the Western campaign of 1940, two new Standglrtg:g of the
Deds Verf;;@ggstmppen were establighed -"Ndrdland", on 20 April,(42) for
Norwegians and Danes, and '"Westland", on 16 May,(43)for Dutchmen and
Flemings. Himmler strongly favoured these additions to the S.S., for‘he
declared in September that the S.S. "must attract all the Nordic blood in

the world to us, depriving our enemies of it, so that never again . . . will

Nordic or Germanic blood fight against us".(M)

41, W. Warmbrunn, The Dutch under German Occupation, 1940-1945
(London, 1963), pp. 24-5.

42. Regiment "Nordland", Stammtaffel.

45. Regiment "Westland", Stammtaffel,

1"
44. Ansprache des Reichsfuhrers S.S. an das Offizierskorps der Leibstandarte
3.5, Adolf Hitler am Abend des Tages von Metz, Fort von Alvensleben, -

Uberreichung der Flhrerstandarte, 7 September 1940, - 1918 PS/USA 304,
N.C.A., IV, p. 553, and in BA-NS 19 HR/T.
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Berger's Task

In June 1940 the S.S5. at last received the "farm labourers" {rom the

German colony in Roumania,(45) end the figures for 2 July show that the

Armed S.S. was well-supplied with reserves.(46) The reductions of that

summer cost the German Army several divisions disbanded or suspended.

(47)

But the S.S. 1g&t only three of the Totenko f-Standarten,(48) which

existed to perform security duties. The reductions were necessitated by

the release of older German reservists for the sake of, the German economy

(49)

and constituted part of the preparations for the attack on the U.S5.S5.R. In

July 1940 Hitler announced his decision to invade; and in the same month

the first directives were issued end discussions held.

(50)

The German ground forces were first reduced in the summer of 13540,

and then increagsed to 208 divisions.(Bl) To make it more mobile the German

Army doubled the number of its armoured divisions and more than doubled

the total of its motorised divisions.

45.

46.

47.

48.

50.

51.

52.

(52)

"
Erganzungsamt der Waffen - S.S., 16 May 1940, - NO2237;

Documents on the Expulsion of the Germans, III, 56.

Erg. Amt der Waffen S.S., Tgb. Nr. 85/40, Zusammenstellung von
Einberufungen, 2 July 1940 - T175, Roll 104, Frames 2626144-7.

Four divisions of the 3rd "Wave", four static divisions and the nine
divisions of the 9th "Wave" were disbanded, and the nine divisions of

the 10th "Wave" were not completed.

Numbered 12, 13 and 16. Another Standarte, 17, was not completed.

Kdo., der Waffen S.S., Tgb., Nr. 890/40, 16 July 1940, - T175, Roll 1Q4,

Frame 2626161,

S.S. F/ihrungs/ h/aupt/ a/mt7, Amt Mobilisation, Fntlassung von Reser-
vigten, 17 September 1940, in T175, Roll 158, Frame 2688540.

Stein, op. cit., p. 983 Dallin, op. cit., pp. 12-4}
G. Reitlinger, The House Built on Sand (London, 1960), p. 49.

This was achieved by raising now "Waves" of infentry divisions the llth
to the 15th plus four light (infantry) divisions, nine security divisions
and three now mountain divisions.

From ten to twenty and from four to ten respectively. This was achieved
by converting the four light, i.e. mechanised cavalry, divisions and

infantry divisions.



The Armed S.S. was affected by this reorganisation &s it had been by the

earlier reductions. But Hitler's insistence that the Armed S.S. should

remain a small, exclusive police force(5 3) limited its enlargement. The

bodyguard regiment was increased to s brigade and a new S.S. division was
authorised on condition that it consisted for the most part of foreigners£5 4)
During the period of expansion the S.S. was to receive only 3% of the newly-
enlisted age groups.(55) In spite of the limit to its size, the’Armed SeSe
was obliged to have recourse to foreign manpower, to supplement its

German members. Hitler's sending the Armed S.S. to the front to be "blooded"
put further strains upon its manpower. During the campaigns of 1939 and
1940 German casualties had been moderate, and the Armed S.S. had been able

to make good its losses from its share of German manpowerj but when Britain

did not surender and the war spreed to new theatres the S.85. had to look

further afield for personnel.

Himmler was one of the first to learn of Hitler's decision to turm

6
to the East; and he probably informed Berger before T August 1940,(5 )

when Berger drew up his forecast of the manpower needs of the S.S.

5. Warlimont, op. cit., p. 104.

4. 0.K.W, 12 i k 10 W.F.St./Abt. L (IT a) 21:19/40, Heranziehung der
Rekruten, 24 August 1940 - T175, Roll 103, Fromes 2625 971-2.

55. Stein, op. ecit., p. 101.

56. Ibid., p. 98; Der RF.S.S. Tgb., Nr, 850[40, Demobilmachung, 11 July
1940 - T175, Roll 104, Frame 2626155,




From the beginning of the war, German recruits had been apportioned on the

basis of 66% to the Army, 9% to the Navy and 25% to the Air Force, with

those for the Armed S.S. being subtracted from the Army's percentage on

H
a quota:established by the Fuhrer. In August 1940, with the invasion of

Britain still in prospect, the Air Force and Navy were demanding an increase
(57)

of their percentages to forty and ten respectively.
On the basis of past allocations, Berger assumned that the S.S. would
only be permitted 2% of the available manpower by the Wehrmacht. In his
view, the Armed S.S. would need 18,000 recruits per year; but the yield
of 2% would only be 12,000, falling in 1953 to 9,000 men, when the numeri-
cally weak year-grouns of the 1920s and 1930s were enrolled.(58) To meet
the deficiency, Berger recommended recruiting from the Germanic area
of Western Europe and from the Volkspruppen of Roumgnia, Yugoslavia and
Hungary, with the possibility of infusions from the U.S.A., Canada, South

America and Australia. Berger foresaw no objections from the armed forces,
provided the S.S. recruited German and Germanic men not available to the

Wehrmacht; and he requested permission to establish a recruiting office
(59)

of the S.S. to deal with foreign countries.

Case XI, Doc. Bk. 65.

58. Ibid.

59. Ibid.



Hitler's insistence that the Armed S.S. should remain a small,
select police force, which should serve at the front solely to fit it for
its eventual duties within the Reich,(éo) probably caused Himmler to regret
that his men would not receive proper recognition until after the war. The
Reichsﬁ';hrer O.5. probably observed that in order to influence Hitler an

organisation had to produce achievements. The: German Army had defeated

Poland and conquered most of Western Europe; the Air Force had gained
command of the skies during the campaigns of 1939 and 1940; the Navy was
sinking a large tonnage of British vessels; while all the S.S. could show,

apart from small-scele participation in the ground fighting, was an impos-
ing list of arrests. This situation would persist, even if the forthcoming
campaign against the U.S.S.R. were victorious, The rounding-up of Jews
and Bolsheviks, the expulsion of Slavs and the "resettlement" of racial

Germans would not fire the imagination of the German people like the armed

forces! victories.( 1)

It was clear to Himmler that his S.S. had to have more fighting

formations in order to gain a greater share of the laurels in the struggles
that were to come., In this way the S.S. would gain prestige in the eyes of

1t
the German people and its Fuhrer, causing the power of the S.S. and Himmler's

influence in the tight jealous circle round the Leader to be increased.(62)

60. Warlimont, op. cit., p. 104.
61, Stein, op. cit., p. 102,

62. Ibid., p. 102,
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Hitler permitted the S.S5. to raise the extra division on condition that it
consisted largely of :E'o::-e.’t.gne:r:'s...(63 ) Himmler was not prepared to abandon
hig standards and still insisted that the Armed S.S. should consist of

volunteers who were fine physical specimens and of Nordic blood.

Before the summer of 1940 it was pan-German ideology that primarily

led the Armed S.S. to enlist Volksdeutsche and Germanic volunteers. There-

after it was mainly a matter of numbers. But the ideoclogy remained the same
and the physical and racial standards were unchanged. Those who volunteered
vere expected to believe in, or at least accept, the concept of a Greater

German Reich; and Berger's office established a camp at Sennheim in Alsace,

late in 1940, to provide Germanic candidates with indoctrination, language
instruction and physical training.(64) Until June 1941 Britain was the
cnly power gtill at war with Germany and although Himmler and Berger - and
possibly other leaders of the S.S. - were aware of Hitler's intention to
attack the U.S.S.R., potential volunteers could not be informed of this.

These men had to be persuaded to become the mercenaries of Germany, a

country against whom - the Germanic peoples had recently been fighting.

Moreover, Germany was still at war with Britain, a state which many people
had regarded as friendly. Berger's recruiters had to convince potential

Germanic recruits that they were enrolling in crack military units which were

soon to revert to peace-time soldiering.

63, S.S. Division "Germenia", later and better known as "Wiking". 0.K.W.
1053 W.F.S5t./Abt, L. (II) 2385/40, Ausbau der Waffen S.S., 19 September

1940 - T175, Roll 106, Frame 2629681.

64. Stein, op. cit., p. 144; De Wegz tot Germaansche lLotsverbondenheid-
Opleidingakamp Sennheim (Amsterdam, 1947), pagsim, - a booklet,
published by Storm, the weekly paper of the Nethorlands' S.S.




No hint could be given that they were to participate in an attack on the
U.S.8.R. The most that the S.S, dared to say was that members of Germanic

National-Socialist organisations ought to join in a vague "European war of

liberation",(65)
Potential recruits for the two Germanic S.S5. regiments were told

that they were "to participate in the political reorganisation of Europe

in the National-Socialist sense". This was not merely a recruiting slogan
to be used as a variant of the "Greater German" theme; Berger wished to
gstrengthen the Waffen S.S. in view of the forthcoming war against the U.S.5.R.

that was his imnedieste object. But that war was not expected to last long,
and it was to be only a step towards the establishment of the Greater German

Reich.(66) It was intended that Germanic volunteers who Jjoined the Armed

SeDs wWould become infected with the ideas of the ordinary, political S.S.
Dealings between the S.S. and national-socialist parties outside the Reich
would be facilitated by the service of members of these parties end their
compatriots in the Armed S.S. Finally it was anticipated that when Germanic

Waffen S.S. men returned home they would further nationasl-gocialism and

extend the political S.S. in their own countries, in the form of the

Germanic S.S., that is to say the Vlaamsche S.S., Nederlendsche S.5, Norges

S.5. and, later, the Schalburgko;ps.(67)

65. Das Schwarze Korps, 6 February 1941; E.A. Bartetzko, 'Military
Collaboration in the Germanic Countries' (University of California
thesis, 1966), p. 35.

66, Ibid., p. 35; E.A. Knoebel, 'Racial Illusion and Military Necessity -
A Study of S.S. Political and Manpower Objectives in Occupied Belgium'
(University of Colorado thesis, 1965), p. 79.

67. Ibid., pp. 140-4, 153; H. P. Taylor, Uniforms of the S.S., Vol. II,
Germanische S.S., 1940-1945, 2nd. edn., (London, 1970), passim.
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Berger's recruiting staff had sufficient return for its efforts in
Western Europe to permit Regiments "Nordland" and "Westland" to be

establiched, and to make the new S.S. division, "Germania'", later called

"Wiking", a feasible proposition. But even though an existing S.S.

regiment, "Germania", was transfered to the new formation and other Reichs-

deutsche provided the cadres of the division's units, there were still large

gaps in its ranks as the recruiting figures began to drOp.(se) One reason
for this decrease was that the enthusiastic National-Soclalists and pro-
Germans joined early in the recruiting campaign - after which the number
of potential volunteers was limited. Another reason was that righi-wing
nationalist groups, particularly in Flanders, had no wish to form part of
s unified pan-German Reich and resented the extension of the political S.05.

into their countrias.(69) To make good the deficiencies in the Division,

Bergor drafted in Reich Germans and Volksdeutsche to such an extent that,

when Germany attacked the U.S.S.R., Division "Wiking" contained & mere

1,142 Germanic volunteers.(70)

68, Stein, op. cit., p. 143; S.S. F.H.A., Tgb. N»n. 184/40, Aufstellung
der S.S. Division (mot.) Germania, 3 December 1940 - T175, Roll 106,
Frames 2629471-8.

69. Knoebel, op. cit., pp. 157-8.

70. 630 Dutch, 294 Norwegian, 216 Danes, 1 Swede, 1 Swiss, - Chef des
S.5. H.A., Germanische Freiwilligo der Division "Wiking", 18 August

1941, - T175, Roll 107, Frame 2630559. The situation was not
materially affected after the Germanic Legions were disbanded and thelir
survivors absorbed into the Waffen S.S. proper, - III. S.S.

Panzerkorps, Tati keitsbericht, 26 May 1943 to 31 March 1944 -

B - 64325 shows that in December 1943 the Germanic S.S. Corps
con§a1n9d5,622 Reichsdeutsche, 8,431 Volksdeutsche and 4,902 Germanic
members,



Finnish Volunteers
In order to find more non-Germans to bring Division "Wiking" up to
strength, Berger turned his attention to Finla.nd.(71) In view of Hitler's

intention to attack the Sodiet Union the Finns appeared admirable candidates

for the Armed S.S. Initially, Berger probably intended to recruit amongst
the Swedish minority rather than the Finnic majority; but in tho event,
no distinction was made. The Finns had provided a "legion" in the Germen
Army during the First World VWar, the 27th g_'égg battalion; and strong
ties of friendship existed between the two countries. OSome of Berger's
own contacts in Finlend informed him that there were Finns who were willing
to join the Armed S.S. Himmler told Berger that he was free to recruit
Finns, but he was obliged to work through normal diplomatic channels and
to take care not to offend the Finnish govermment in any way. Although
Berger stood to gain trained men, experienced in fighting the Red Army,
time was at a premium., In his impatience to procure Finnish manpower,
Berger endeavoured to circumvent the Auswgrtiges Amt by dealing with the
Finnish Ambassador in Berlin. Ribbentrop's ministry was annoyed; but the

(72)

The Finnish spokesmen insisted that those Finns who voluntcered should

stratagem may have accelerated the process.

constitute a separate unit and not be obliged to serve alongside Dutchmen,

(73)

Danes and Norwegians, who came from occupied countries.

71. G. H. Stein and H. P. Krosby, 'Das finnische Freiwilligen Bajaillon
der Waffen S.8. eine Studie zur S.S.-Diplomatie und zur guslandigschen

Frelwilligen Bewegung', Vierteljshreshefte flir Zeitgeschichte, XLV
Jigey 4. Heft,(1964), pp. 413-53,

72. 1Ibid., pp. 419-21.

73« Telegramm Nr. 153, 11 March 1941 - F.0. Series 6509,
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The first contingent of Finns arrived almost on the eve of Operation
"Barbarossa" end had to be attached in small parties to the companies of

"Wiking". Later contingents, however, constituted a Finnish Battalion,

"Nordost"gﬁ&t with a number of German officers. Although the Armed S.S.

included units consisting largely of Austrians and Danzigers, the Finns
provided its first non-German national unit. Since 90% of the Finnish
volunteers belonged to the Finnic majority their unit was the first one in
the S5.5. to consist of men who were neither German nor Germanic.

apert from the privilege of forming their own separate national unit,
the Finnish negotiators had endeavoured in vain to wring other concessions
from Berger. The Finnish S.S. men were reluctant to fight against any
state other than the U.S.S.R., particularly against Britain or Greeca.(75)
There were later to be other national groups such as the Norwegian S.S. Ski
Battalion, who were allowed to select their enemies and who were not liable
to be sent wherever the S.S. had need of them. But the Finns were, in fact,

always employed on the Eastern front, as they wished.

Stundarte "Nordwegt"

As the war with the U.S.S.R. drew closer, Berger still needed manpower
for the Waffen S.5. It became abundantly clear to him ther "Wiking" was to

have far fewer Germanic members than he had hoped. Nevertheless ho strove

to raise more men from the Netherlands and Flanders by establishing a new

regiment in April 1941, Freiwllligen Standarte "Nordwest".

74, S.S5. F.H.A., Abt. Org./Tgb. Nr, 2413/41, Aufstellung des S.S. Froiw.
Btl. "Nordost", 19 June 1941 - T175, Roll 110, Frame 263%4720-2].

75+ Stein and Krosby, op. cit., p. 432.



Although its recial composition was the same as that of "Westland", it
differed from the older regiment in that its members did not strictly
speaking, belong to the S.S8. In spite of the fact that the members of
"Nordwest" had to meet the racial and physical standards of the S.S. ahd
had the same rights and duties, their regiment was not regarded as part of
the Armed S.S. pr0per.(76)

These fine distinctions satisfied Anton Mussert of the Dutch Nationaal
Socialistische Baweging and Staf de Clerq of the Vlasmsch Nationsal Verbond.
Although these men favoured the idea of a Dutch-Flemish state within the

framework of a Greater Germanic Reich, they had no wish to see their countries

svallowed up into a Greater Germuny. De Clerq's horeymoon with the German
National-Socialists was over,insofar as he was strenuously resisting the

influence of the politicél S.5. in Flenders, and meking it difficult for
Berger to recruit frcm the Zwarte Brigade, the militia of V.N.V. As it was,
he insigted on personal control of the recruiting for "Nordwest" inFlanders£77)

1t was not possible, of course, to employ the concept of the Greater

German Reich in order to gain volunteers for "Nordwest"; and it was too

early to call for volunteers for the Eastern front. So the S.S. said that

the Regiment's raison d'8tre was "to build aNGW'EUIOPB".(78)

76. S.S. F.H.A., I Org./Teb. Nr. 1071/41, Aufstellung der S.S. Freiwilligen
Standarte Nordwest, 3 April 1941 - T175, Roll 110, Frames 2634941-3;

Stein, op. cit., p. 150; Bartetzko, op. cit., p. 49.

17. Stein, op. cit., p. 1503 Bartetzko, op. cit., pp. 72-3; Knoebel,
op. cit., pp. 159-60; C.a.S.S.H.A., Tgb. Nr. 349/41, Flandern, 26

April 1941 - T175, Roll 110, Fremes 2634878-80.

78, Bartetzko, op. cit., p. 52.



This formula was sufficiently vague to satisfy the leaders of N.S.B. and
V.N.V.; and although there wes no apparent solid purpose behind the new
Regiment, it attracted several hundred volunteers but not sufficient to

fill its ranks.(79) As soon as Germany attacked the U.S.S.R. the true

purpose of "Nordwest!" and the Germanic Armed S.S5. became clear; and the

Freiwillipen Standarte grew in strength(eo) But in spite of its increace in

size the Regiment saw no action since it was broken up to provide the

(81)

nuclei of Germanic national legions associated with the S.S.

Germanic Legions
The non-German Legions guthorised by Hitler in June 1941(82) did

not represent a substantial increase in the size of the German Army which

elready had two hundred divisions at its dJ".spo..'—*,al‘...(83 )

19. Ibid., p. 53; Chef des S.S. Hauptamtes, Teb. Nr. -/41, Zusammenstellun
der vom 1-30.4.41 eingereihten Einberufungs Vorgangen, 10 May 1941 -
T175, Roll 11C, Frame 2634854-7.

80. Ibid., Erg. Amt der Waffen S.S., Abt. II - 2c: Az. 9h/19, Einberufun
zur Waffen S.S., 1 August 1941 - T175, Roll 110, Frame 2634571-2,

8l. Bartetzko, op. cit., p. 54; Knoebel, op. cit., p. 177; An attempt
to retain "Nordwest" asgregiment with one battalion each of Dutchmen

and Flerings collapsed through lack of recruits - S.S. F.H.A., Abt.
Org./Teb. Nr, 3002/41, Gliederung der S.S. Freiw. Stdte. "Nordwest"

und Aufstellune der Freiw. Legion Niederlunde, 26 July 1941 - T175,
Roll 110, Frames 2634646-9 and ibid., Tgb., Nr., 4031/41, S.S. Froiw,

Stdte. "Nordwest" und Lesion Niederlande, 24 September 1941 - T175,
Roll 110, Frames 26340459-61,

82. R.F.S5.8., Aktennotiz, 29 June 1941, - NO 1087 and T175, Roll 106,
Franes 2329090-1; Pol. I M 4796, Report of Conference at Auswilrtiges
Amt, 2 July 1941 - F¥.O. Series 4641H, Frames 2092270-6.

83. H. Guderian, Panzer Leador (London, 1952), p.p. 150=-13 A. Seaton,
The Russo- German War, 1941-1945 (London, 1971), p.p. 74-5.
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For the Waffen S.S., on the other hand, the Legions provided a considerable
accession of strength. But, although its needs were great, Himmler was

only interested in raising legions of Norwegians, Dutchmen, Swedes, Danes

and I-‘lemings.(84) Since Himmler did not at that time regard the French-

speaking Belgians as Germanic he merely assisted in creating the Walloon
Legion and relingquished it to Zhe Army.(85 ) Although the Reichsf;hrer S5
had made exceptions of the Coralians and Finns he was not prepared at

that time to abandon the racial selectivity of the S.5. It is, of course,
highly probable that the S.S. could not have provided the cadres and faci-
lities for a division of Spaniards, a regiment each of Frenchmen and Croats
and a battalion of Walloons over and above thoge it employed for the Dutch,
Norwegian, Flemish and Danish national legions:. Furthermore, it was
anticipated that the campaign against the U.S.S.R. would be a short one,

and it would rot have been worth-while to have compromised the racial purity
of the S.S. for the sake of units which might have been short-lived and might
not even have seen attion.

Apart from their numbers and the fact that they were token forces in
the struggle against Bolshevism, the Germanic legions were important to the
S.S. for other reasons. Although the Germanic legionaries were not required
to meet the stringent racial and physical standards of the S.S. - it was

sufficient to prove Aryan descent for two generationge-e-)many of them would

probably have been acceptable to the S.S. had they applied for a transfer.

84. Stein, op. cit., p.p. 153-4.

85. R.F.S.S., S.S.H.A., Erg. Amt. der Waffen S.S., II 2a Az 9a/G-Sa,
4 Avgust 1941, includesWalloons among the Volksgermanen; Knoebel,
op. cit., p. 8%; S8tein, op. cit., p. 153 ifootnotej.

86, This was no more than the Wehrmacht required - Absolon, op. cit., pp. 20-1.
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The Germanic legionaries were not S.S. men and their units were with, rather
then of, the Armed S.S.; but they came into close contact with members of
the §.5., and were influenced by them. The Legiong' personnel were drawn
from a number of political parties not all of which were faccist or National-
Socialist. Yet association with the German S.S. might have been expected

to produce converts to the cause of National-Socialism and of the Greater

German Reich. They could have acted as a bridge between their peoples

and the German Reich.

Anti-Partisan Formations

The German attack on the U,.S.S.R. not only led to the creation of
Soviet partisan units but also brought Communist parties outside the U.S5.S.R.
into conflict with Germany. The situation in Yugoslavia was particularly
difficult for the German forces from the end of‘1941, when Tito's bands

were tying down units which were sorely needed on the Eastern front. As

early as 1940 Berger had noted thé Volksgruppe of Yugoslavia as a poiential

gource of recnlits,(87) and in April 1941 the S.S5. had even gathered up a

few hundred VYolksdeutsche in Serbia.(ae) By the end of 1941,Hitler senc-

tioned the establishment of a new S.S. Division, the T7th, which was to

consist of ethnic Germans from the Balkans, and which was intended to relieve

German troops in that area.(89)

87. Erg, Amt der Waffen - S.S., Tgb. Nr. 110/40, 7 August 1940, - NO 1825,
Case XI, Doc. Bk. 65.

88. Chef des S.S.H.A., Tgb. Nr. 347/41, Werbung in Jugoslawien, 26 April

1941 - NO 714, Cuse XI, Doc. Bk. 43 and T175, Roll 110, Freme 26343794.

89. Stein, op. cit., p. 170; S.S.F.H.A., Org Teb. Nr. 1268/42, Aufstellung

der Freiwilligen Gebirgs Division, 1 March 1942 - T175, Roll 109,
Frame 2633790,
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When insufficient volunteers were forthcoming, Berger's subordinates
resorted to coercion in an attempt to find the necessary manpower.(90)
Berger's' organisation failed, nevertheless, to levy sufficient

racial Germans in Yugoslavia to create the entire division. In consequence,

"Prinz~ Eugen" had to be brought up to strength by drafting in Reich Germans

to the extent of 8% and Volksdeutsche from Roumania, Hungary and Slovakis

to the extent of 25%.(91) This seventh S.S. division, however, was only one
of many calls made upon the manpower of the Gorman settlements of south-
eastorn Europe. "Prinz Eugen" was the first of several racial German
formations of the Armed S.S.(9 2) Morecver, the heavy casualties of the
German and the Germanic S.S. divisions were to a large extent made good with
Volksdeutsche replacements.

The later formations of the Armed S.S. owed their existence partly
to Himmler's ambitif.;m to increase his "empire", partly to an increase in
the responsibilities of the Armed S.S. behind ihe German lineg. . Like the
German Army, the Armed S.S. was affected by the heavy fighting on the

Eastern front and by the prolongation of the campaign beyond the winter of
1941-1942. But the situation in the occupied Eastern areas, where thex€was

soon large-scale ihsurrection, was of the typo with which the Waffen S.S.

was intended to deal.(93)

90. Chef des S.S. H.A., V.S. Tgb. Nr. 3701 Adjtr. Tgb. Nr. 1884, 16

June 1943, - NO 5901, Case XI, Doc. Bk. 66 G.; Chef dag Hauptamtes 5.5,
Gericht, Ia 155 % 25/42, 12 July 1943,-NC1649, Caase XI,Doc.Bk. 66G,

91, 5.5, Freiwilligen Gebirgs Division "Prinz Fugen', Ia, 20 February
1944 - T175, Roll 174, Frame 27097343 Meldung, 5 March 1944 - T175,
Roll 174, Frame 2709771; 7.S8.S. Freiw. Geb. Div., "Prinz Eugen" Ia,

5> May 1944 - T175, Roll 174, Frame 2709767.

92. The others were the 18th, 22nd, 31st and 37th S.S. Divisions.

93. Stein, op. cit., pp. 15-16; D665/G.B. 280, N.C.A., VII, 172-3.



Heinrich Himnler combined in his person the command of both the S.O.
and the Polizei and in every province of occupied Europe he appointed a
representative as Higher S.S. and Police Leader to be responsible to him for
maintaining law and order with the S.S. and police forces at his disposal.

Since the German police units in the occupied Eastern torritories were
inadequate they had to be augmented by recruiting former policemen, former
soldiers and civilian volunteers from the local p0pu.1ation.(94) Many of the
men who served as nationalist "partisans" or in Selbstschutz units were
incorporated into the indigenous poli<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>