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- What I1s a Gang?

A gang is defined as “any durable, street-orientated youth group whose
iInvolvement in illegal activity forms part of its group identity.”
u (Weerman et al., 2009, p.20).
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Rationale for Systematic Review

« Gang members are exposed to a range of adverse experiences throughout their
membership.

 However, the causative links between gang membership and mental-ill health have not
yet been established.

* Findings show that, compared to general offenders, youth gang members are more likely
to enter the Criminal Justice System (CJS) with behavioural difficulties (13% vs. 40%)
and have high levels of risk for self-harming (Public Health England, 2015).

* Yet, empirical research Is only just beginning to cast focus on the relationship between
gang membership and mental-ill health (Coid et al., 2013; Petering, 2016; Wood, Kallis, &
Coid., In press).

* Despite this growing focus, gang members are stigmatized by criminal justice systems
who adopt harsh and punitive approaches rather than focus on mental health
Interventions.

 Gang members are also stigmatized by members of their own group whereby expressing
mental health difficulties Is synonymous with weakness.

Methodology

Research Questions

| | | Search Terms Searched Databases
This review _sought to address the following Anger Moral Disengagement  Academic Search Complete PsychINFO
research questions: | |
(1). How does gang membership relate to the Anxiety Paranoia
mental health and emotions of gang members? Depression Perpetration Cochrane Database PubMed
(2). Do gang members suffer from heightened Desi . |
. . . esistence Personality Disorder A :

evels of mental-ill health (e.g. anti-social | d Criminal Justice Abstracts  Scopus
nersonality disorder, anxiety, depression, paranoia, Emotions Posttraumatic Stress
nerpetration-induced trauma, and posttraumatic Gangs Rumination National Institute for Clinical Web of

j - Excellence Science
stress _c!lsorder) compared to non-gang members Guilt Shame
and affiliates of gang members? | |
(3). How does duration and level of gang Juvenile Delinquency  Trauma PsychARTICLES System for
membership Impact on processes of moral Mental Health Violence Information on Grey
disengagement and on emotions such as anger, Literature

guilt proneness, rumination and shame proneness?

Review Conclusions

Search Process  Methodological issues clouded the literature and so no conclusions
regarding causal mechanisms between variables could be formulated.
E Records identified through Additional records identified « Studies were largely cross-sectional and of those that relied on longitudinal
S umfanaszeﬂe%e:;%r;ing mmugh[ mh% sources data; retrospective data, lack of comparable groups, and inconsistencies
' n= \ n= . . . . -
£ with measuring gang membership, provided no means of forming
= l l conclusions of the higher psychological processes involved with prolonged
gang involvement and/or levels of gang involvement (e.g. core vs. affiliate
Records after duplicates removed b hi
(n = 145 381) gang membership). | |
o ; * Nonetheless, a narrative synthesis revealed gang members may be at
= Records screened iIncreased risk of suffering a range of mental health ilinesses, but also that
S using fitle and abstract individuals with pre-existing difficulties may be increasingly likely to join a
wn a5 per inclusion critena "‘---_h.__* Records excluded
(n = 145,381) (n = 145,075) gang.
 The diagnosis of mental-ill health amongst the literature demonstrated
/ Full-text arficles Inconsistencies in the measurement of relevant outcomes, such as anxiety
2 Full-text articles J/_,,/”"' {E:c:"_‘ffﬂ and de_pr_935|_0n- . | | | | |
;- asﬂﬂﬂﬂfd f;;g;iﬂibi"w  The clinical implications of inaccurate or inconsistent diagnosis become
Fa= n= . . . . . . . .
= particularly significant as misdiagnosis may result In unresponsive

treatment interventions.
« Within the study of gangs, the experience of self-conscious emotions, such
as guilt and shame are yet to be explored.
Qualtiatie studies puanttaive studies » There are significant research implications pertaining to measurement and
(n=6) (n = 23) study designs that must be addressed if gang research Is to Influence
policy and clinical settings to treat gang membership effects in individuals
and address the stigmatization of gang members, who are considered as
perpetrators rather than victims of crime and circumstance.

Included

/References \

Coid, J. W., Ullrich, S., Keers, R., Bebbington, P., Destavola, B. L., Kallis, C., Yang, M., et al. (2013). Gang membership, violence, and psychiatric morbidity. American Journal of Psychiatry, 170, 985-993.
doi:10.1176/appi.ajp.2013.12091188
Petering, R. (2016). Sexual risk, substance use, mental health, and trauma experiences of gang-involved homeless youth. Journal of Adolescence, 48, 73-81.
doi: 10.1016/j.adolescence.2016.01.009
Weerman, F. M. Maxson, C. L., Esbensen, F. A., Aldridge, J. Medina, J., & van Gemert, F. (2009). Eurogang program manual: Background, development, and use of the eurogang instruments in multi-site, multi-method comparative
research. Retrieved from http://umsl.edu/ccj/Eurogang/EurogangManual.pdf

\Wood, J., Kallis, C., & Coid, J. W. (in press). Core and peripheral gang members: Their psychiatric morbidity, violence and trauma. /




