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Graphic review

EXOTICISATION UNDRESSED

A GRAPHICREVIEW"

INSPIRED BY THE
'GRAPHIC NOVEL',
THIS GRAPHIC
REVIEWS A BOOK THAT
USES CARICATURES TO
EXPOSE CARICATURING---

SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR,
AT RIVER CHARGES,
PANAMA, CLOSE TO HIS
RESEARCH SITE: AN
EMBERA COMMUNITY THAT

SPECIALIZES IN f S
INDIGENOUS TOURISM. >

'EXOTICISATION UNDRESSED'
PRESENTS THE READER WITH TWO
CARICATURES OF THE AUTHOR :
AN EMPIRICIST, YOUNGER SELF-.-

MY PAINSTAKING
RECORDING OF

ENABLES SCHOLARLY

=, COMPARISON AND

- INDIGENOUS SELF-
= REPRESENTATION.-
HOW CAN You

THIS IS MY POINT, =
DESCRIPTION? THINK OF YOUR EXACTLY... =
READER, FOR ONCE!
THE Tl:gr ErfaTsFaogngs YOUR AUTHORITATIVE THE
u DESCRIPTIONS MAKE
AUTHOR, (* jgour T emezra, EVERYTHING SINGULAR: AS IF AUTHOR,
YOUNG NOT ABOUT THERE IS ONLY ONE VERSION oLD
YOURSELF..- OF EACH CULTURAL FORM...

ETHNOGRAPHIC PARTICULARS| IMPONDERABILIA DETRACTS

INTRODUCE A MONOGRAPH
WITHOUT SOME BASIC

Y THE AUTHOR

HOW MANY TIMES DO You
o FEEL DIVIDED WHEN You
— WRITE ETHNOGRAPHY.-..

---AS IF
THE WRITING
PROCESS INVOLVES
1 3 MORE THAN ONE PART OF
2 YOURSELF, ARGUING WITH
e \ -~ EACH OTHER IN T
i ¥ - CONSTANT
TENSION?

- Syl

--- AND A
DECONSTRUCTIONIST,
OLDER SELF-
YOUR
PREOCCUPATION

WITH ETHNOGRAPHIC o /)
ATTENTION FROM THE BIG
PICTURE AND IMPRISONS THE
VITALITY OF SOCIAL LIFE  J#
IN A STATIC VERSION
OF AUTHENTICITY.. N

¥EXOTICISATION UNDRESSED: ETHNOGRAPHIC NOSTALGIA AND AUTHENTICITY IN EMBERA CLOTHES-

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016. BY DIMITRIOS THEODOSSOPOULOS. ALL IMAGES IN THIS
GRAPHIC REVIEW ARE THE AUTHOR'S OWN-
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420 GRAPHIC REVIEW

EARLY ON IN THE BOOK THE FOLLOWING IDEA IS INTRODUCED:

OUR SCHOLARLY ENGAGEMENTS WITH A PREVIOUS ETHNOGRAPHIC RECORD GENERATE
A PARTICULAR TYPE OF 'ETHNOGRAPHIC NOSTALGIA' THAT EMERGES FROM THE
COMPARISON OF AN ALREADY DESCRIBED, POLISHED, AND WELL-ARTICULATED PAST
WITH A MORE IMPERFECT AND UNPREDICTABLE PRESENT -

WE DESIRE TO
SEE THE PRESENT IN
CONTINUITY WITH A PREVIOUS
ETHNOGRAPHIC

DESCRIPTION. ..

AS IF SOCIAL
REALITY EMERGES
FROM THE BLACK &
WHITE PAGES OF AN OLD
ETHNOGRAPHY -- -

I — — ~
~ =~ ._.WHICH INSPIRED MY ~~
¢~ USE OF SKETCHING AND DRAWING
\ TO EXPOSE THIS NOSTALGIC
SO FEELING- =
—~— —

N e ——

WHEN SOME EMBERA
7’ FINISH THEIR WORK IN
TOURISM THEY CONTINUE
WEARING SOME OF THEIR
INDIGENOUS CLOTHES,
WHILE FINISHING OFF THEIR
DAILY CHORES.-

AN EMBERA MAN
WEARING A LOINCLOTH
AND MAKING A CANOE! T
FEEL SO MUCH OPTIMISM
WHEN I SEE AUTHENTIC
EMBERA CULTURAL
PATTERNS UNRAVELLING
BEFORE MY EYES... THEN T
SAY TO MYSELF: \EMBERA
A\ CULTURE IS STILL ALIVE
AND PROSPERING!'

WHITE SKETCH OF AN
AXE-WIELDING MAN
INFORMED BY PREVIOUS
ETHNOGRAPHIES.- THIS KIND OF

IMAGE HAS STRUCTURED MY
VIEW OF WHAT T SAW AS
'AUTHENTIC' EMBERA
LIFE,),
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| ALL THIS BRINGS THE TOPIC OF AUTHENTICITY TO THE FORE..--

-~ ~
7 ISEE N

! paTTERNS IN )
MY HEAD. / HAVE YOU FOUND
v - EMBERA AUTHENTICITY
P YET?
{7 PaTrERNS
& OF EMBERA AS IF
SOCIAL LIFE? THERE WAS ONLY
OrR ONE AUTHENTICITY IN
ANALYTICAL QUESTION... HIDDEN
THE AUTHOR, MODELS? SOMEWHERE DEEP

YOUNG AND

BLINDFOLDED INSIDE. ..

THE LOCAL EMBERA INSIST
THAT THEY ARE NOT
PERFORMING A SPECTACLE-
THEY SAY THAT THEY ARE
'TEACHING' THEIR VISITORS
ABOUT THEIR OWN CULTURE.-
THEY FURTHER EXPLAIN:

THE TRAP OF
AUTHENTICITY IS THE
PRESUMPTION THAT THE
AUTHENTIC 1S SINGULAR
AND INVARIABLE -

IN
o COMMUNITIES
THAT ENTERTAIN
TOURISTS,
WE WEAR BOTH
INDIGENOUS AND
WESTERN
CLOTHES...

---AND OFTEN,
'MIXED'
INDIGENOUS-AND—
NON-INDIGENOUS
CLOTHES.

MUCH TO THE YOUNGER
AUTHOR'S DELIGHT, THE
BOOK CAPTURES A
MOMENT OF CHANGE IN
THE LIFE OF THE EMBERA
OF CHARGES, PANAMA. ..

WHILE THE OLDER AUTHOR

1S HAPPY TO DESTABILIZE
THE EXPECTATION OF
'UNDIFFERENTIATED'

@JDI&ENDUS AUTHENTICITY-)

--- BUT NOW THAT
THE EMBERA ATTIRE
1S BEING USED ONCE
AGAN, IT IS NO

LONGER STATIC.--

---THE OLD FORM
IS PART OF A NEW
DAILY ROUTINE.-

—

eulliS¥raphies
--- SO EXCITED TO
BE PART OF A
QUINTESSENTIALLY
EMBERA MOMENT

HOW IS THIS
DIFFERENT TO ANY
OTHER EMBERA
MOMENT--.7

/h%

Exoticisation
undressed §

Ethnographic nostalg|
authenticity in Embera ¢
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