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ACTA and the EU - the story so far
EXURSeaQ CRPPiVViRQeU UefeUV AQWi-CRXQWeUfeiWiQg TUade AgUeePeQW WR Whe EXURSeaQ CRXUW Rf
JXVWice WR cRQVideU iWV OegaOiW\.
By AlaQ M cKeQQa 
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A controversial Treaty

The EXURSeaQ UQiRQ TUade CRPPiVViRQeU, KaUeO
de GXchW, haV aVNed Whe EXURSeaQ CRXUW Rf
JXVWice WR UXOe RQ Whe OegaOiW\ Rf Whe highO\
cRQWURYeUViaO, AQWi-CRXQWeUfeiWiQg TUade
AgUeePeQW (ACTA), aQd ZheWheU iW iV
iQcRPSaWibOe iQ aQ\ Za\ ZiWh Whe EXURSeaQ
UQiRQ'V fXQdaPeQWaO UighWV aQd fUeedRPV. HiV
UeTXeVW fROORZV a EXURSe-Zide SURWeVW caPSaigQ
WhaW VeeV Whe TUeaW\ aV beiQg XVed WR OiPiW RQOiQe
fUeedRP Rf VSeech.

IQ aQQRXQciQg Whe UefeUUaO, de GXchW VWaWed WhaW
he VhaUed, "SeRSOe'V cRQceUQ fRU fXQdaPeQWaO fUeedRPV VXch aV Whe fUeedRP Rf

VSeech", aQd ZeOcRPed "WhaW SeRSOe haYe YRiced WheiU cRQceUQV VR acWiYeO\ - eVSeciaOO\ RYeU Whe fUeedRP Rf Whe
iQWeUQeW", aQd UecRgQiVed WheUe ZaV "XQceUWaiQW\ RQ ZhaW ACTA ZiOO UeaOO\ PeaQ fRU WheVe big iVVXeV".  BXW he
ZaUQed Whe "debaWe PXVW be baVed XSRQ facWV aQd QRW XSRQ Whe PiViQfRUPaWiRQ RU UXPRXU", WhaW he cOaiPed had
"dRPiQaWed VRciaO Pedia ViWeV aQd bORgV iQ UeceQW ZeeNV."

Harmonisation of intellectual property rights

SR iW VhRXOd be aVNed ZhaW Whe ACTA TUeaW\ iV aOO abRXW aQd ZhaW dReV iW cRQWaiQ WhaW PaQaged WR bUiQg
WhRXVaQdV Rf dePRQVWUaWRUV RQ WR Whe VWUeeWV Rf ciWieV acURVV EXURSe iQ eaUO\ FebUXaU\ iQ SURWeVW agaiQVW iW? The
SOXUiOaWeUaO TUeaW\ VeeNV aPRQgVW Whe VigQiQg VWaWeV WR haUPRQiVe aQd iPSURYe Whe eQfRUcePeQW Rf iQWeOOecWXaO
SURSeUW\ UighWV b\ Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf cRPPRQ eQfRUcePeQW VWaQdaUdV aQd PRUe effecWiYe cR-RSeUaWiRQ aPRQgVW WhRVe
VigQaWRU\ VWaWeV iQ RUdeU WR SUeYeQW Whe iQfUiQgePeQW Rf iQWeOOecWXaO SURSeUW\ UighWV, eVSeciaOO\ iQ UeOaWiRQ WR SiUac\
aQd cRXQWeUfeiWiQg. The cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe TUeaW\ caQ be VeeQ aV aQ e[SUeVViRQ Rf diVVaWiVfacWiRQ aPRQgVW Whe
SaUWiciSaQW VWaWeV ZiWh Whe SeUceiYed faiOXUe Rf e[iVWiQg iQWeUQaWiRQaO aUUaQgePeQWV WR cRPbaW abXVeV Rf iQWeOOecWXaO
SURSeUW\ UighWV.

'Lack of transparency'

HRZeYeU, Whe VXVSiciRQ aQd diVWUXVW Rf Whe TUeaW\ aQd iWV iPSOicaWiRQV aUe SeUhaSV XQdeUVWaQdabOe giYeQ WhaW Whe
SXbOic fiUVW becaPe aZaUe Rf diVcXVViRQV cRQceUQiQg iWV cUeaWiRQ iQ 2008, ZheQ deWaiOV ZeUe OeaNed WR Whe
WiNiOeaNV ZebViWe, aQd OaWeU iQ eaUO\ 2010 ZheQ a dUafW Rf Whe TUeaW\ We[W ZaV ViPiOaUO\ OeaNed. ThXV, ZhiOVW Whe
geQeUaO RYeUaUchiQg aiPV Pa\ be XQcRQWeQWiRXV, Whe OacN Rf WUaQVSaUeQc\ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf cUeaWiQg Whe TUeaW\
caQ be VeeQ aV highO\ SURbOePaWic aQd eYeQ iW Pa\ be cRQVideUed XQ-dePRcUaWic. The OacN Rf geQeUaO
WUaQVSaUeQc\ ZaV agaiQ highOighWed iQ JaQXaU\ Rf WhiV \eaU, ZheQ FUeQch MEP, KadeU AUif, ZhR had beeQ acWiQg
aV RaSSRUWeXU fRU ACTA fRU Whe EXURSeaQ PaUOiaPeQW UeVigQed. He ciWed aPRQg hiV UeaVRQV fRU TXiWWiQg hiV UROe,
WhaW Whe SURceVV OacNed WUaQVSaUeQc\, ZiWh Whe EXURSeaQ PaUOiaPeQW beiQg effecWiYeO\ igQRUed iQ iWV dUafWiQg
VWageV, aQd ciYiO VRcieW\ QRW giYeQ a UROe iQ diVcXVViRQV.
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