
Appendix 1: Documents purposively selected for discourse analysis 

Policy documents by government ministers and departments 
(Atkins, 2018; Brine & Newton, 2017; Churchill, 2019; DHSC, 2018; HM Government, 2021; Home 
Office, 2022; Javid, 2018a, 2018b; Javid & Hancock, 2018; Malthouse, 2020b, 2020a, 2021; 
MHCLG, 2019; MoJ, 2019; Patel, 2020, 2021; PHE, 2016, 2019; Scottish Drug Deaths Taskforce, 
2020; Scottish Government, n.d., 2020, 2020; UK Government, 2021) 

Policy documents from political parties 
(Conservative Party, 2019; Green Party of England, 2019; Labour Party, 2019; Liberal Democrats, 
undated) 

Policy reports by quangos, advisers and advisory committees 
(ACMD, 2015a, 2016e, 2016a, 2016d, 2016a, 2016b, 2018c, 2018b, 2018d, 2018a, 2018c, 2019c, 
2019a, 2019e, 2019g, 2019d, 2019b, 2020d, 2020c, 2020c, 2020a, 2020b, 2021; ACMD Recovery 
Committee, 2017; CRED, 2021; Lammy, 2017) 

Reports and statements by parliamentary committees 
(APPGDPR, 2016; Health and Social Care Committee, 2019; Scottish Affairs Committee, 2019; 
Webster, 2017) 

Speeches by ministers 
(Javid, 2021) 

Parliamentary debates 
 
House of Commons: 

- Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (14th December 2021) 
- Medical cannabis (access) bill (10th December 2021) 
- Ten-year drug strategy (6th December 2022) 
- Medical cannabis: alleviation of health conditions (4th November 2021) 
- Dame Carol Black’s independent review of drugs report (27th October 2021) 
- Misuse of Drugs Act and health outcomes (8th September 2021) 
- Medicinal cannabis (6th September 2021) 
- Misuse of Drugs Act (17th June 2021) 
- Problem drug use (29th September 2020) 
- County lines drug gangs (28th October 2019) 
- Drug consumption rooms (Glasgow) (24th July 2019) 
- Drug treatment services (16th July 2019) 
- Dangerous drugs (3rd July 2019) 
- Medical cannabis under prescription (20th May 2019) 
- Drug policy (23rd October 2018) 
- Drug-related harm (24th July 2018) 
- Cannabis-based medicines (19th June 2018) 
- Medical cannabis (20th February 2018) 
- Drug consumption rooms (17th January 2018) 
- Drug Addiction (20th November 2017) 
- Drug policy (18th July 2017) 
- Cannabis (12th October 2015) 

 
House of Lord 

- Drugs: Black review (19th October 2021) 
- Drugs: methadone (28th October 2019) 
- Cannabis: medical use (16th July 2018) 
- Cannabis (12th March 2018) 
- Cannabis (7th September 2017) 
- Drug policy: departmental responsibilities (7th February 2017) 



- Drug Policy (21st November 2016) 
- Drugs (4th February 2016) 
- Drugs: cannabis (17th June 2015) 

 
Scottish Parliament 

- Joint committee meeting: Reducing drug deaths in Scotland and tackling problem drug 
use (2nd February 2022) 

- Criminal Justice Committee: Misuse of Drugs and the Criminal Justice System (27th 
October 2021) 

- Health, Social Care and Sport Committee: session 6 priorities (drug policy) (14th 
September 2021) 

- Drug policy (20th January 2021) 
- Health and Social Care Committee: drug policy (9th March 2021) 
- Drug-related deaths (7th January 2020) 
- Supervised drug consumption facilities (5th November 2019) 
- Drug strategy (22nd May 2018) 
- Safer Injecting Facilities (19th April 2018) 

 

Media articles, press releases and blog posts 
(ACMD, 2015b, 2016c, 2019f; Drug Science, 2019b; English & Doughty, 2017; Jones et al., 2018; 
LCDPR, 2018; Pryor, 2018, 2020, p. 202; Rudd, 2017; Worstall, n.d.) 

Documents from non-governmental organisations 
(Bartle, 2019; Bhatarah et al., 2021; Carre & Ali, 2019; Centre for Social Justice, 2018; CSJ, 2018; 
Drug Science, 2016, 2019a; Fisher & Measham, 2018; Garius & Ali, 2022; Keeling, 2021a, 2021b; 
King et al., 2021; King & Moore, 2020; MCCS & Drug Science, 2021; McCulloch, 2017a, 2017b; 
McCulloch et al., 2018; McCulloch & Furlong, n.d.; Moore, 2019; Moore et al., 2021; North, 2017a, 
2017b; Nutt, 2022; Power, 2017; Pryor, 2018, 2020; Pryor & McCulloch, 2019; Release, 2018, 
2019; Rolles et al., 2016; Rucker et al., 2020; SDF, 2018, 2021; SDF & Scottish Government, 2019; 
Shiner et al., 2018; Starling, 2016; Stevens, 2017; Transform, 2015, 2017a, 2017b, 2018c, 2018a, 
2018b, 2020, 2022) 

Inclusion criteria: 

• Published since May 2015 (general election). 

• Is directly relevant to the drug policy discussions covered in this book in the UK, especially 
England and Scotland (i.e. policy on medical cannabis, drug-related deaths, and the UK’s 
ten year drug strategy from 2021). 

• Included types of document are: policy reports by government departments, quasi non-
government organisations (quangos), independent advisers and advisory panels (e.g. 
Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs), speeches in and outside UK and Scottish 
Parliaments by government ministers, debates in these Parliaments on drug policy, 
relevant media articles by policy actors.  

Exclusion criteria 

• Relates directly to the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 or to drug decriminalisation. 

 

Add: 

Ministerial speeches 
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