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In this paper, a fast dual resonance akinetic optical swept
source operating at 1550 nm is demonstrated. Instead of
modulating the optical amplifier gain reported in our previous studies, here we employ a fiber intensity modulator as a
mode-locking element. A chirped fiber Bragg grating is used
to provide sufficient dispersion in the laser cavity. A tuning
range of 25 nm is obtained for a sweep frequency of ≈900
kHz with a 6-dB drop-off in sensitivity at 2.6-mm optical
path difference.
Published by Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. Further distribution of this
work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the published article’s title, journal citation, and DOI.
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Introduction. Optical coherence tomography (OCT) is a
non-invasive, non-contact imaging technique based on lowcoherence interferometry [1,2]. The essential parameters determining the OCT performance are the axial resolution, imaging
range, and speed, as well as the sensitivity drop-off with imaging depth. One of the OCT methods that in the last decade has
proven MHz sweep rates is the swept source (SS)-OCT [3]. This
allows not only a high speed, but a larger axial range than the
spectrometer based-OCT method.
Several operation principles for fast wavelength tuning have
been demonstrated. The most widely used mechanical solutions
employ Fabry–Perot tunable filters [4,5], polygon mirror scanners [6], or tunable micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS)
together with an optical amplifier [7]. Akinetic wavelengthswept source lasers (AKSS) with an integrated semiconductor
opto-electronic design at central wavelengths of 1060, 1310, and
1550 nm [8,9] have been reported recently. Akinetic wavelength
tuning based on an active mode-locking (AML) method of a
dispersive cavity [10,11] has also been reported.
Previously, we have reported on mode-locked dispersive
cavity lasers for SS-OCT systems based on the so-called dual resonance sweeping regime. Several configurations implementing
this regime were demonstrated at 850 and 1550 nm [12,13]. In
these reports, sweep frequencies close to 1 MHz were achieved
in long length cavities, where otherwise conventional AKSS
configurations would allow only a few-kHz sweeping rate. One
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commonly used approach to increase the sweep frequency is to
reduce the cavity length [11,14].
In the previous reports on the dual resonance regime,
mode-locking was achieved by modulating the gain of the semiconductor optical amplifier (SOA) in the laser cavity. A first
drawback of modulating the gain originates from the nonlinear
operation of SOA chips, where both the optical power and the
spectral bandwidth depend on the value of the driving current.
For a more stable tuning, it would be preferable to operate the
SOA at a constant injection current. A second drawback is due
to the frequency limitation of commercial SOAs, where their
surrounding electronics circuitry does not accept direct current
modulation at GHz rates. For a more stable tuning, it is also
preferable to operate with modulation frequencies larger than
1 GHz [10]. In the present study, the optical amplification is
separated from the mode-locking mechanism by employing an
additional component, an intensity modulator, responsible for
the mode-locking of the optical field in the cavity only. Intensity
modulators can operate at frequencies in excess of 10 GHz.
Methods and results. The AKSS researched is depicted
in Fig. 1. The setup uses an SOA as a gain medium and a
chirped fiber Bragg grating (cFBG) as a dispersive element. The
operation of the AKSS is based on dispersion mode-locking
technique. Mode-locking is achieved by modulating a Sumitomo Osaka Cement Co. 14-GHz fiber Mach–Zehnder intensity
modulator (FMZIM) in the cavity. The modulator’s pigtails consist of polarization-maintaining single-mode fibers (PMF). All
other fiber connections are implemented using non-polarizationmaintaining single-mode fibers. To maximize transmission in
the cavity, inline polarization controllers (PC) are employed.
Output light is extracted via a directional coupler (DC) with
80% of power reinjected into the cavity.
As a gain medium, a CIP Technologies SOA with 3-dB bandwidth of 60 nm and central wavelength 1525 nm at a current
of 100 mA is employed. The SOA is driven and controlled by
a Thorlabs laser diode controller and a Thorlabs temperature
controller. The SOA is followed by a polarization-insensitive
optical isolator (FOCI Inc.), ISO, and by an SMF-28e delay
of approximately 200 m in length. An optical circulator (AFW
Technologies), CIRC, conveys the light to a chirped fiber Bragg
grating (VFibre), cFBG. The cFBG exhibits 40-nm spectral
bandwidth and chromatic anomalous dispersion of 10 ps/nm.
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into the optical source and terminated with a balanced photodetector (Thorlabs 200 MHz), bPhD. The signal from the bPhD was
observed on an RF spectrum analyzer, RFSA, and oscilloscope,
OSC.
To mode-lock the laser, the modulation frequency fm of the
signal applied to the FMZIM must match an integer number m
of the fundamental resonant frequency of the laser cavity (free
spectral range of the cavity), fr (λ), [14]:
fm (λ) = mfr (λ) =

Fig. 1. AKSS setup. SOA, semiconductor optical amplifier; ISO,
optical isolator; CIRC, optical circulator; cFBG, chirped fiber Bragg
grating; PC, polarization controller; FMZIM, fiber Mach–Zehnder
intensity modulator; PMF, polarization-maintaining fiber; FC, fiber
coupler; BOA, booster amplifier; AFSG, arbitrary function signal
generator; VCO, voltage-controlled oscillator; RFA, RF amplifier;
PS, power supply.

The ISO together with the CIRC ensure unidirectional lasing in
the laser cavity. The total cavity round trip length was evaluated
as 226 m. After isolation, the laser cavity output is amplified
with a booster amplifier (CIP Technologies), BOA.
A schematic diagram of the electronic circuitry driving the
modulator is detailed in Fig. 1 as well (inside the green dashed
rectangle). A voltage-controlled oscillator (Mini-Circuits Inc.),
VCO, is driven by a ramp signal from an Agilent Technologies
arbitrary function signal generator, AFSG, through an in-house
bias-tee. The VCO output signal is amplified by a Mini-Circuits
radio frequency (RF) amplifier, RFA, and then applied to the
intensity modulator through a high-frequency bias-tee. The operating point of the modulator is controlled separately by DC
voltage from a regulated power supply, PS.
For lasing characterization of the AKSS, the laser output is
connected to an interferometer whose scheme is depicted in
Fig. 2. The interferometer consists of two couplers with recirculation of the reference wave to avoid light being directed back

Fig. 2. SS-OCT setup used for characterization of the AKSS in
Fig. 1. The recirculation of the reference wave is depicted with an
arrow. AKSS, akinetic swept source system; BOA, booster optical
amplifier; FC, fiber coupler; L, launcher lens system; M, mirror;
bPhD, balanced photodetector; RFSA, RF spectrum analyzer; OSC,
oscilloscope.

mc
mc
=
,
n(λ)Lround (λ) n(λ)(Lcav + 2Lg (λ))

(1)

where c is the speed of light in a vacuum, Lround (λ) is the cavity
round trip length, n(λ) is the effective group index of refraction
of the fiber in the cavity, Lcav is the cavity fiber length, and Lg (λ)
is the penetration depth of the wave of wavelength λ in the cFBG.
The chromatic dispersion in the laser cavity due to the fiber and
cFBG is indicated by the wavelength λ dependence of n and Lg
in Eq. (1), respectively.
Two tuning regimes are possible. In a first regime, the change
in the modulation frequency ∆fm = |fm (λ1 ) − fm (λ0 )| to tune the
lasing wavelength is smaller than the resonant frequency f r . This
is similar to previous reports from all other groups [10,11,14];
therefore, we will refer to this operational regime as a conventional dispersive cavity tuning modality. In this case, there is a
single resonance condition involved, that of mode-locking by a
signal with the modulation frequency multiple of the inverse of
the cavity round trip, as indicated in Eq. (1). A second regime,
which is employed here, is when in addition to the first resonance
condition, the sweep frequency fs is close to the fundamental resonant frequency f r of the cavity. This allows operation at much
larger sweeping frequencies that can be controlled by the cavity
length [see Eq. (1)]. We refer to this regime as a dual resonance dispersive cavity tuning modality. As explained further
below, in this case, ∆fm is several times larger than f r . To distinguish between the first and the second regime, we will label
the parameters involved using one of the two subscripts single
or dual, respectively. The wavelength tuning range in the first
regime is given by [10,11]
|︁
|︁
|︁
|︁
1
|︁
|︁
(2)
∆λsingle (∆fm ) = |Ssingle |∆fm = |︁
|︁ ∆f ,
|︁ TDDround f r fm0 |︁ m
where fm0 ≡ fm (λ0 ), TDDround = Dcav Lcav + TDDg is the effective
time delay dispersion of the light traveling a round trip through
the laser cavity, TDDg is the time delay dispersion due to the
cFBG, whereas Dcav is the effective dispersion coefficient due
to the fiber only and other optical parts in the cavity. The proportional constant Ssingle in Eq. (2) is the so-called wavelength
tuning sensitivity.
Dual resonance sweeping regime. A negative ramp signal with DC offset of 5 V, peak-to-peak amplitude of 10 V,
and reference frequency fs0 = 912 kHz is applied to the VCO.
The negative direction of the ramp function is used, as it
was noticed that better coherence properties are achieved than
when using a positive ramp. For the sign of dispersion in the
cavity (anomalous), this determines tuning from a short to a
long wavelength region (forward sweeping) [11]. An experimentally recorded RF spectrum of the VCO output signal
is displayed in Fig. 3. The spectrum consists of a frequency
comb with repetition fs0 and bandwidth approximately given
by ∆fm ≈ NRF fs0 ≐ 185 MHz, where NRF is here defined as the
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range ∆λdual in the dual resonance regime can be estimated as
∆λdual (δfs ) = Sdual |δfs | = NRF |Ssingle ||δfs | ≈

Fig. 3. Experimentally recorded RF spectrum at the output of the
VCO swept at fs0 = 912 kHz over ∆fm ≐ 185 MHz giving a number
of frequency components NRF ≳ 200. PSD, power spectral density.

number of frequency components of the comb of whose intensity
decays by less than 6 dB.
For convenience, let us consider the sweep frequency fs written
as
fs = fs0 + δfs = fr (λ0 ) + δfs ,
(3)
where fr (λ0 ) = fs0 is the resonant frequency for the lasing wavelength λ0 and δfs is the frequency detuning from fr (λ0 ) that could
assume both positive and negative values. The frequency components of the comb in Fig. 3 can be then written in the general
form as
fm (λ) = fm0 + p[fr (λ0 ) + δfs ],
(4)
where p is an integer going through the set of values: (1 −
NRF )/2, . . . , −1, 0, 1, . . . , (NRF − 1)/2. For no detuning, when
δfs = 0, the comb in Fig. 3 consists of components . . . , fm0 −
fr (λ0 ), fm0 , fm0 + fr (λ0 ), . . . made of multiples of the fundamental resonant frequency fr (λ0 ) only. If this signal is applied to the
modulator, any component determines the same single lasing
wavelength λ0 emitted, as shown in Fig. 4(a) for an example
of just three RF components. This happens because each of the
components is at the center of the RF tuning bands illustrated
by the small rectangles at the bottom of the sketches in Fig. 4.
These bands are repeated at fs and their width is ∆fb ≤ f r .
The only way to obtain wavelength tuning is to detune fs from
fr (λ0 ) in Eq. (3). When δfs ≠ 0, the RF comb in Fig. 3 consists
of components . . . , fm0 − fr (λ0 ) − δfs , fm0 , fm0 + fr (λ0 ) + δfs , . . .
made of multiples of different fundamental resonant frequencies
fr (λ), deviated by δfs from one RF tuning band to the next. The
principle of lasing when δfs ≠ 0 for the example of just three
lasing wavelengths λ−1 , λ0 , λ1 is displayed in Fig. 4(b) [15].
The wavelengths λ−1 , λ0 , λ1 are generated by RF components
fm0 − fr (λ0 ) − δfs , fm0 , fm0 + fr (λ0 ) + δfs , respectively, as given by
Eq. (1). Assuming NRF frequency components and that Ssingle in
Eq. (2) is approximately constant over ∆fm , the wavelength tuning

Fig. 4. Tuning principle of the AKSS when employing a dual
resonance regime: (a) δfs = 0; (b) δfs ≠ 0.

∆fm
|Ssingle ||δfs |, (5)
fs

where Sdual is the wavelength tuning sensitivity in the dual
resonance regime. Equation (5) shows that ∆λdual increases
approximately linearly with δfs .
The dependence of laser coherence on the detuning δfs can be
assessed by defining a number of RF tuning bands per optical
spectral line N δ λ calculated by
N δ λ (δfs ) =

NRF
∆fm
δλst
≈
,
N∆λ
fs ∆λdual (δfs )

(6)

where N∆λ = ∆λdual (δfs )/δλst is the number of distinct optical
spectral lines within the tuning range ∆λdual (δfs ) and δλst ≐
0.13 nm is the linewidth measured in the static regime. If N δ λ <1,
degradation of laser coherence properties are expected.
The optical peak-hold spectra obtained without the BOA for
different values of the detuning frequencies δfs from 912 kHz
are depicted in Fig. 5. To obtain flat optical spectral shapes,
the polarization state was altered by fine adjustments applied
to the PCs in Fig. 1. The right vertical axis in Fig. 6 shows
FWHM tuning range against detuning δfs . According to the
experimental results in Fig. 6, ∆λdual (δfs ) exhibits a tuning sensitivity Sdual ≐ 9 nm/kHz down to δfs = −2.8 kHz. The laser
output power dependence against δfs without BOA is shown in
Fig. 6 on the left vertical axis. The drop in the output power with
δfs can be associated with the decrease of effective number of
round trips of the photons circulating in the cavity [4,16].
Employing the BOA at the cavity output, the output power
increases to 6.9 mW. The roll-off measurements are obtained
in Fig. 7 using the interferometer sketched in Fig. 2. For δfs =
−1.6 kHz, −2.2 kHz, and −2.8 kHz, for which tuning ranges
of 15 nm, 20 nm, and 25 nm are achieved, respectively, similar
decays of sensitivity are observed with optical path difference

Fig. 5. Measured peak-hold spectra when employing a dual
resonance regime. PSD, power spectral density.

Fig. 6. Output power values Pout (left) and tuning ranges λdual
(right) measured without the booster.
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Fig. 7. Sensitivity roll-off for different tuning ranges ∆λdual .
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