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Abstract
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artist and phiosopher Asger Jorn conceived of thwsided football in 1962. However, the game

remained a purely abstract philosophical exercise until the early 1990s when a group of anarchists,
architects and artists decided to play the game for the first time. Simesetearlyexperiments
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contemporary art installations in France, through to youth outreach programs in Colombia. Far

beyond its emergent context, and asodified and formalised sport, the game continues to

resonate for a myriad of social actors in search of alternative ways to play and live in contemporary
culture.

This thesis provides the first ethnography into thh@ded football. In doing so, it pileges
much needed playeperspectives on how DiNitiatives are attenpting toredefine footballin
response to the hyper commodification of the elite twimled game. More broadly, this reseatish
an exploratiorof how societal alternatives (sporting otherwise) are imagined, produced
fragmented} YR G NI YyAF2NNSR | & L2 WN@ESIRW BN OO0 £azNXi R SINE
are comprised oindividual and collective social agencwsichrespond, and adapt to, prexisting
structures, inheited symbolic practices and received cultural logics.

Drawing from fortyfour semistructured interviews with players, coaches, curators and
activists from across the social field, this reseasc$ituated within the recat contestations over
the gamedrajectoryd ¢ KA &4 RSY2yaidN} Sa (KS O2K2NBE2V20AlL
play as the threesided football community hagrappled withhow best to foster inclusive, less
competitive sporting spacesfAA 2 > K2 ¢ (1 KS NW& i Mg pfiavithinl LILINE LJ
pedagogical settings has offered a sustainable future for the game. In highlighting the heterotopic,
dynamic and ontologically uncertain status of thh&ded football, this thesis argues that the game
offers participants multipl@and comgting¥ 2 NyYad 2 F WLINI OGA Ol f O2yao
remake theworld; be thataaWRS & L2 NI AT SRQ T2N¥Y 2F F2200l ff
intervention, or as dorm of community engagement.
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Glossary of Tactics

The following glossary acts as a reference point for the reader in order to help outline or

clarify a number okey concepts, tactics and phrases which are introduced and threaded
throughout the following thesis. Whilst it is important to acknowledge that the meanings of

many of thesee¢rmsremain deliberately ambiguous and multiple, it is hoped tthatse
practicaldefinitions willalsoact & I G OGA Ol t Yl ydzrf G§KNRdzZAK &K

readers will devise further triolectical football experiments.

MAGICO-MARXISM

A K LB

DETOURNEMENT EXCESSIVE
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ABSURDISM PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY i TRIOLECTICS LUDUS

PATAPHYSICS
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Pataphysics

Pataphysics is a concept central to the recent history and alienvdlopment of three

sided football However, it is also one whichuelessimplistic definition. Pataphysics can be
described crudely as a parodic intellectual literary movement which dates back to the late

19" century. It is chiefly concerned with theeation of intellectual frameworks which can

be used to parody and probe at the limits of scientific rationalism and metaphysical inquiry.
First promoted by French writer Alfred Jarry, this quixotic and elusive term also relates to a
WLIK A f 2 & 2 LIKStdutiligeKe SuigposedyDénign and rigorous function of science to
prove (and justify) absurdist positions. Also, to propose imaginary solutions beyond existing
material objects and practices. By the middle of th& 2@ntury a number o€ollege de
'‘Pataphysiquavere set up across Europe through which such absurdist propositions could

be developed, researched and disseminated. During this time Pataphysics also became a key
part of the aesthetic tactics of Asger Jorn (the founder of three sided fdptuad the

Situationist International, who both sought to destabilise the existing world order using
humour, appropriation and myth making. In particular, Jorn developed his parodic concept
2T (NA2f SO@EODQF ¥ ARG 8 héRies OfhulAgal hysicsilK S SE A &
doing so he created three sided football. The ways in which the revived London
Psychogeographical Association Newsletter also utilised extensive historical archives and
scientific justifications within their texts and praa& shows the importance of the concept

to both the 20" century avant garde, 2icentury creative activists, and also highlights the

thin line between reality and illusion within the contemporary game.

The Absurd

Directly related to the notions of pductive parody within Pataphysid#,¢ KS | 6 & dzZNRQ |y
W1 6 & dzNRchbrzeptutilisedBithin this thesis to consider the riadl ways in which

threea ARSR LJX @ SNB &4SS] (2tK82 ¢z 8RB NF FES NRAIRHBER @O O
in contemporary cajalist culture. InthisrelsJS OG> W¢ KS | o-sidizNdoDallg A G KA Y
NEfFdSa 2 gKIFIG 'f0SNI /FYdza YAIKG GSNY (KS
beyond outcome, meaning and seriousness amayetowardsmore uncertain andwilfully

unproductive sporting and political prospects. Treewf the term Absurdism in my work
alsorepresents how the forms of critique and protest found within thhv&ded football are

inextricably linked to the avant garde art movement of Dadaism which sdagtdgunter

bourgeois sensibilities and productive capitalist logics through irrational and nonsensical

forms of antiart. The wilful attempts by contemporary players to refuse meaning (and
FNOAAGAO FLIWINT A&l f 0 &K2 dztadsthHiSA AP yiENMIRRANBARZ yodh
radical emancipatory potential of Absurdism is found within the understanding that three

9
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sided football should be considereda¥a LI2 NI 2F (KS | 60adz2NRQ® ¢ KA A
0KS WIHGKSFGNB 2F (K @hidch théadeheRe@ (ahdplayestorg &d  ( K NP2 dz3
able to discover the alienation of their existence through formal experimentation and a

deliberate lack of instrumentality or coherence.

Psychogeography

Dating backa the mid1950s,Psychogeography is a ptace inherently linked to the ways in

which various avant garde movements sought to counter the alienating experiences of

dzNDB Iy fAFS YR WFdzyOlA2y Il fQ 26y LALFYYAYyId L
LIN OGAGAZ2YSNE O0Ddz2 S&@2NRUOAKBA I YORNBENMAPI{ @INDK
with the Situationist International. This group of writers, artists and philosophers (of which

Jorn was also part for a time) developed direct strategies through which to play within the
existing urban environent in unexpected and wilfully irrational ways. Central to their

practice wa Bychogeographi R NJ; &nfaatiyitydwhich required an active disposition to

move through urban spaces in innovative or unorthodox ways. These acts (so the theory

goes) wouldead to a radical re awakening and form of critical consciousness about the

ways in which humans are controlled and psychically policed within rationalised and
segregated urban centres. In order to experience a liberation from these architectural,

physica YR LJA2 OKAO AGNAROGAZNB& Ad ¢l a AYahd2 NI | y
occupy spaceSuch psychogeographic drifts were caliedivesand includedsuperimposing

maps from one city on to anothexrs a way to be freed from the logics and spades o

capitalism. The performative nature of psychogeography and its romantic allure has meant
that it continues to be used within various artistic and literary contexts in contemporary

culture. Of particular relevance to the recent history of thisded fooball are the London
Psychogeographical Association and the Workshop for Non Linear Architecture who were

both active throughout the 1990s and early 2000s. These groups used the game as a pretext
to drift through and occupy urban spaces across Europe.

Triolectics/Trialectics

The term Triolectics is used throughout the thesis. It encompasses a wide number of
concepts with variousrigins and spellingsn lits broadest sensdriolectics is concerned
with transcending and overcoming binary thoughtagoractice. For Asger Jorn, Triolectics
gla I 02y OSLIi (GKNRdJzZZIK ¢KAOK (2 RS@OSt2L) KAa i
which attempted to challenge a dominant philosophy and logic of dialectical materialism

and to present a three stranded alternatiwenich would destabilise conceived

understandings of rational logic, aesthetics, science and philosophy.-$itee football is

the practical way in which Jorn explains Triolectics as a neutralising scientific force. Despite

its pataphysical tendencieyrihs philosophy can also be closely linked to the dialectics of
WONRLIE AOAGEQ LINRPLIZASR o0& | SYNR [STSO0ONB Ay K
WOGNREFfSOGAOIHEQ GKAY(lAYy3 Ffft2ga dza (2 O2yaAiARS
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within arelationship between lived, perceived and conceived spaces. It is also one which
considers the radical political possibilities found within such lived spaces. Further developed

by a number of spatial scholars and critical geographers (most notably Edejaroh &is

O2y OSLI-{2F OBQKWANKS AYUNRBRdAzOGAZY 2F GARSNI (N
critical deconstruction of the binaries of subject and object, the abstract and the real, and

the lived and imagined. The various thrsided concepts whitinform this thesis each

search for new paradigms to understand the world in time and space.

Ludus vs Paidia

Ludus and Paidia are two contrasting forms of play which remain central to understanding

recent developments within the game of three sitiootball. In this context, Ludus can be

defined as play which operates within tight restrictions, regulations and outcomes, whereas

Paidia refers to spontaneous and unstructured plHyeseterms were initially developed by

the French sociologist Rogeailis in the late 1950s as he sought to place play and games

on an analytical continuum. At one end were forms of restrictive, constrdased, rule

bound forms of play, and on the other were more expressive, i rebellious, and

improvised iteations. This delineation encapsulated a wider contemporaneous trend which

sought to understand how pldyad developed in modern culture as binary, competitive and

outcome driven. Also, how various forms of ptayldat oncebe utilised in the service of

revolutionary agendas angsedto subdue the massesh@& Situationst International (with

Jorn) extolled the virtue ¥ LI ARAO LX & Ay 2NRSNJ (G2 O2dzyiSI
LI I 2Q Ay OFLAGEFEAAG Odzf GdzNBEd ¢KAA FEASYF(GA2Y
play occurring in dedicated sports arenas and segregated leisure spaces in urban life. In

ordSNJ 42 | OKAS@S | WNB O alierdeédspaogs necled oS NE Rl & f A
countered with more rebellious and provocative expressions of playful freedom.

Détournement

In a broad sense tdétournmeans to appropriate the language, images, signs and symbols
of capitalist culture and imbue them with radical political content. This can include defacing
commercial products and overlaying texts over existing advertising to awaken the masses to
their exploitation and indoctrination. Througtiétournementsocial actors are able to build a
new world in the shell of the existing one, to gain agency and see the world anew. Drawn
from its French origindétournementcan be translated as the act of reroutingdahijacking.
Alongside psychogeography, it was another key tactic espoused by the Situationist
International in their revolutionary program to overcome the totalising effect of ot
capitalist consumer culture. The actd#tournement(later also knowras culture jamming)

was also a corner stone of DIY Punk aesthetics and anarchist activism but has since been
adopted (and recuperated) into a number of counter revolutionary commercial advertising
contexts.

11
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The Excessive

¢ KE OB aA O3S Q sisiakek dnyhultiplé meaningX I8is adopted from Robert
CAal1SQa dzyRSNRUOFYRAYy3Ia 2F (KS WFILyQ Fa Fy WS
demonstrates a form of critical productive capacity in relation to their leisure pursuits.

However, it is alsa word which links us back to the intellectual milieu of the 2@

century where there were attempts to understand how forms of revolutionary play and

a20AFft | OGA2Y NBEtASR dz2LlRYy 6KI G [ SFSoONBE G SNY
toenacti NHzS UGN YyaATF2NXYIFGA2y I E LRTEAGAOIT OKIFy3ISo
one who seeks to reach beyond instrumentality and rational logic, and one that refuses the

binary logics and capitalist structures of power (be that in sport or othkum@l contexts).

The excessive thus relates to the active appropriation of space, the transformation of social
NEBflGA2yaz |yR AYLRNILI yifagdempt SisrupteBsting A 2y 2 F U
norms, values and hierarchies.

Autonomia

The narréives which emerged duringthrel@ A RSR F22 00l f f Qa NBOADIt &
anarcho activism of the 1990s has many links to the social movement knofwt@somia
Operaia(or Autonomous Workers Movement). This term refers explicitly to the-anti
authoritarian Marxist political collectives who emerged in Italy during the 1970s. These
outlier groups sought to challenge the dogmatic and hierarchical nature of the Italian
Communist Party, build indepéent social centres and stagelforganised wild cat strike

and occupations in the industrial centres of the country. Within the-&880s milieu,

emergent activist groups further organised around these autonomous principles (natably
Bastaland Tute Bianchg In this contexheo-Autonomiagroups also includethosewithin
creative cultural and artistic contexts. Part of tresivalmovement was the Luther Blissett
Project, who were a loose collective of activists who also utilised thrkszl football as a

form of humaous literary critique and direct sociat@on. The ways in which various three
sided footballers articulate the need to reach beyond the staid dialectics of Marx should be
considered within this lineage of autonomous activism.

The Liminal

The use of the term liminality within this thesistis/ T 2 NY SR 6& +A O0 2 NJ ¢ dzNJ €
WGKS fTAYAYFEQ Fa | adladsS 2N LINPOSaa oKAOK A&
exceptional. Thus it is a state which can act as a threshold for new forms of consciousness

and a site of radical political pabsity. In this sense, liminality holds the ability to nurture

and create new forms of community and nbrerarchical solidarity. Liminal spaces of play

and collective action can also destabilise social relations, political certainties and pre

existing pactices. However, these radical possibilities should also be understood as

12
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ambivalent given that the temporary disruption of the social, political and sporting order

may offer only distinctly manageable forms of dissent. This duality of the liminal

encapslates the inherent difficulties of translating transient feelings of liberation into

practical and tangible chang€&hisis an issue which has characterised scholarly debates
surrounding the efficacy of the nesituationist revival and varig forms of crative

activism over the last 30 years. It is also an isghieh can be further explored in the work

2T ada2NNl & . 2210KAY YR I F{AY .S&@ Ay U(GUKSAN O2
We¢SYLI2ZNIFNE ! dzizy2Y2dza %2y SaqQo

Magico-Marxism

MagicoMarxismw & | GSNY FANRG FR2LISR SAGKAY WENIY
OELX 2N} GA2YyQ AY Mbddcd LG ySFiteée adzyYFrNxAasSa i
Ay GKS 'Y gSNB aSS{Ay3a (42 NBIFIOK o0Seé2yR (K a
characterised the far Left throughout the 1970s and 1980s. It sought #mpropriate and

reuse these empty slogans within the context of a neo liberal hegemony typified by

al NAFNBG ¢KIFGOKSNRa YIFIN]SG 2NASYGSR ®FyiNF i
such defeatist proclamations (and in the wake of a number of profound political setbacks),
MagicaMarxism fused polemical Marxiteninist revolutionary language within dense

myth making which attempted to tie together seemingly unrelated narrativesosiding

the unwritten history of the British Empire, the Occult MagicltisterCrowley, Pagan

Folk Culture and the nascent agiobalisation movement. A number of Magibtarxist

inspired texts also interweave thregded football within such unlikgliterary fusions:

notably in the LPA Newsletter and related DIY publications.

13
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AThree Sided Football A

Beyond the Tao of Manichee Dualism

You are invited to participate in an experiment in
three-sided football. Three teams play a game
which breaks down the tedium of modern
football. Each team has a choice of goals to score
in, but is concerned more with defending their
own goal. The winning team need score no goals
themselves, but could rely more on keeping the
other teame disunited.

A game of precision,
persuasion and skill.

Friday 2:00pm
Assemble at the entrance to the Arches.
We shall proceed to George's Square to initiate

the teams and then to proceed to Glasgow Green
(The Fruit Market if wet).

Figurel. Flyer from first known 3SF game in 1993. (Courtesy of WNLA)

14
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Figure5. Alytus3SF Experiments #2. (Courtesy of L. Blissett)
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Figure?. TriballLeagueGroup Photo March 2017. (Courtesy of Triball)
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Figure9. StKilda 3SF Melbourne 2016 (Couyte$ 3SFAU)
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Introduction

¢tKNBES GSFrYad ¢KNBS 3I2Frfad hyS oltftod 52yQia 02

A Brief History of 3SF

. 2NY AY | GAYS 2F al yAOKSLH ylevidddadaRillustiatNd) LJ2 € A
SEIFIYLX S 2F KSBOG Y DE arsyabdpiilasipliedAsgel Jorn first conceived

of three-sided football (3SF) in 196Bituatedwithin an open letter to the renowned

nuclear physicist and formekkademisk Boldib (Academic Football Club) goalkeepdiels

Bohr,Jorn argued that a new triolectiteration of football could demonstrate how moving

beyond dialectical (or in this case tvsaled) approaches produced a radically altered

WO2YLIX AYSY (Ul NER f2ANAQY® IARNA 2FYIHEKSY WD BE 8zi RF dz
ultimately either have a neutralisg influence a player relationso&d G A Ydzft 6 S |y Wl O
SELX 2aA2yQ 2y it $an hichockndedd khé IKaStgdalg woiild be the

victor.

Although a seemingly simplistic sporting propositid8F wasat once an irreverent and

obscureck GAljdzS 2F GKS ftAYAG&A 2F RAIFTESOOGAO YI (SNJ
of Euclidian geometry, analsoa reactiontog K I & W2 NI f | Y S y216SRS O (A @KEB
scientific logic Wwich pervaded capitalist culturén line withhisabsurdistinvolvementwith

the International Movement for an Imaginist Bauhaus (IMIB) and the recently formed

Scandhavian Institu6 2 F / 2YLI NI GA@BS =+ yRIfAAY O6{L/ 03X
throughwhich Jornwas able tgplaywithin the flux and fw of alternatived O A S yfuinsQF A O W
Wl Qldzk £ FYR AYFIAYFNE &2f ddiich ik theQrpecisg/aRd NB @2 f d
rebellious ush strokes expressed throughA & WI dzi 2 YI G A OQW2INB/ /G Ay 3

triolectical theorisingandhisinvolvement in the above mentioned avasgarde collectives)
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intentionally set out © defy the rigours of rationaliscrutiny, whilst also reaching beyond

existingaesthetic, political, sporting and philosophical traditions.

In areview of aretrospective exhibition2 ¥ W2 Nt bé LeféleNIpllery in New York

(no relation to Henri)Guy Atkins suggestdtiat trying to ma SS W& Ste Dan&splayful

political phibsophywasakin topitchinga chess raster against a footballer whetands

upontheches® 2 I NR | YR W1 A O1(£983:10)FPddyaps diieKoShisledisved S a Q
impenetrability, and indicativeof hislittle known influence withirthe Situationist

International (SI), (th@rominentrevolutionary politicakollective active between 1957 and
1972)-3SHemained apurely 6 & G NI OG0 LIKAf 242 LIKAOFf SESNOAAS
was played in Scotland in 1993.

Held as part of the experimental programme at the Glasgow Anarchist Summer School, and

in a collaboration between thautonomousWorkshop for NorLinear Architecture (WNLA)

and the recently revived London Psychogeographical Association ii.BAg,contex 3SF

becamea material practicehrough which an unlikely coalitiod ¥ WIZFION® F NI A a &=
FyFNOKAaGaszZ | NOXAZSOdzE 31 & INAHighiphaE andbotialers OK 2 3 S
explored new forms oy -8 2 ( dzI G A 2 y A publi@ntdrgntiohsiMtiOdgh they R

structure and form of the game remain loose and contested todhaig the central premise

of those earlyexperimentalgames was as follows; three teams, three goals and one ball.

Preferably with matches played on a hexagonal pitch.

Following orfrom its first(im)practical realisationmatches of 3Stwere further developed

in Londonthroughout the 1990%y a number of outlieautonomous politicagroupsand

their associated DIY publicatiarReports of the games revolutionanplectical potential

filled the pages ofa number of journals and fanzingscludingthe LPA Newsletteaind early
AdadzSa 27T U K;% pawdit absirdisgiiatichist Spied arzinewhich was

widely distributed by activistacross the capitallheseextsfurther developed the myth
surrounding3SFand placed the activitwithin otherWa | F3aAIONEA 8 G Q O2 y & LIA NI G 2
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digressbnsaboutl Yy dzy’ R S NB N2 dpsRRhogctistgvghdlljerettEmptihgto
RA & NHzLJG G KESA yF S/3008 Sy Kinb pBkticddikd&ck fRom ibgerSinsurrection.

As an absurdist literary and political device, 3SFalsssoon taken or{and appropriatedl

by a number of other autonomougeativegroupsin Europe Thesédncludedthe Italian

based Luther Blissett Project wiamnounced theitmposingpresence to the wider 3SF

community with a politicesporting intervention atthe A I T T | R QIPN3éAtinoRS C2 NI
Thisgamewasarespnse toACa A f | Yy Q&  taftdlaiion YoMjgxdxinSerdanin the

Champions League finahd Silvio. S NI dza O 2 y A i@sighatio®as Pritrie Mifistzi

1995 Alongside producing furthgrarodictexts about the game founder (this timere-

identified as the former WatfordrCstriker Luther Blissedt (| K S -IWdziE2y antakistaQ

artistsand cultural activistsalso held a number 6¢ dzy R S NH NE dzWR zNRB LIS | y

Championshig iQ Bologna and Rome the mid to late 90s.

Not content with such earthlgeo-political concers, another creative activist collective

calledthe Association of Autonomous Astronauts (AAA) also held a number of intergalactic
anarchistconferences across Europe at this tinilheséonference§land their associated

official programmesgspoused 3SF as an ideal training nagdm for norinstrumental

left-g Ay 3 aLI OS S E k&R mditac2lyliaiabemimfisssiode, atbieve the

6 Adz2NRHE GRLATASR (GKS RSALIANARYI LREAGAOIT Y
the only way to work towards antaknative politics was througlironic po$-modern

LI a0AOKSONERRDOIT 2 NI A F 1) Willséd Ehe evolBtignArg politics ofH n n T

the 1960s Chaos Magi¢, Yy R 0 KS aSSYAy3Ifé& NERUERISGEA W/ f I a3
create heightenegboliticalhyperbole and aggratised mythomesisaboutthe imminent

revolutionwhich never cameHA y (i A y 3 futliré pedafoGicakpotentiandthe

demonstrable accessibility of such absistdporting diversionghe AAA were also invited

into primaryschools in Vienna to demonstrate the gaiea number of excited classes

during this time
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Inthe 2000s 3SF contiued to grow in popularityAlongside a nmber of notable
experimental3SFartisticevents held as part adhe Wlytus Art Strikeln Lithuaniahich

included9 simultaneous ganson the same field and rotating bicycle goals), thengavas

alsostage®d A i KAY | ydzYoSNI 2F WO2y @ SmeiiThiRintudeth I NI O2
52Nl YdzyRQa WDl Y2dz2NJ I YR Df 206 f heldlatPRa2nixY C22 (0
Hall in 206. Alsoat the Beacons s project in Lincolnshire, Ukhere artists Sally @

Reilly and Mel Brimfield staged a game between local teams within a participatory public art

programme in 2007.

IN2010,3SB SOl YS | f AGSNIFf uhligitdb thaUKgorieral elécliod as®@l  f Q A
Reilly again used the game as a ndwain of exit poll between Tory, Liberal Democrat and

Labour represerdtive teams at the WhitechapelaBery in Eastdndon. Indicative of this

new artistic sportingtrajectory, 3SF was also usadchumber of timegrom 2009 to 2012 by

Frencharts collectivePied la BicheThis Frenckeam of curatorsused the gaméo engage

conventional football teams and the general public in contemporary art festivals in Lyon,

Metz and Bretignysur-orge.

Ly GKS aftALIAGNBIY 2F &adzOK WYI Ay a (i36hecan® OdzNJ
at oncea formalised competitive sport, a commercial gimmick als® apedagogical tool.

LY RA O (A @&t d#uBionpdoserizd frolds énergent context, in 2011 a

Belarussian telecoms operator (Velcom) sponsored a 400 team nationwide tournament of

WoDQ 0600FaSR 2y o{C0U WKAOK gl a (StSgPgAaSR o0& Y
rule book and accompanyingvideb y S® 9 lj dzl f f & = AMfloQkihkfudedthieA = b S
3FYS a LINIG 2F Ada WbS- 3G DI YMoke@ceniNRer2 A2y 2
game has beeappropriated as tool in the service of th#evolutionary soft drin Coke
Zero.However, n Colombiaa more noble variant of 3SWwasalsodeveloped in 2012, caid

Futbol3 Colombia (F3@yhich has since beeswarded local governmental support in
NBEO23ayAlAz2y 2F AdGa SFF2NIa G2 LINRY23GS | aLAN
NE O 2 y O thifough fdotbally Q
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Inthe UKfollowing the gamed y Of dza A2y Ay GKS WiNA2f & YLAO LI
Olympics athe South LondobX Gallerythe Luther Blissett Deptford League (LBDL) was
edablishedby amix of emergé & WLI2 f A i SO IVEBIRE DdRd IRESINB | YR W{ i
h LJG A Ynitie Suin@er of 201.20ver the first threeseasonsseveral new 3SF teams

emerged looking for a sanctuary from the commercial exceasdshyper commodification

of the two-sided game. Demonstrating the appetite for alternat{meore inclusivejorms of

football, these clubs have since made a home within what they peresiesportone that

has the ability to better represent its players and act as afjgnerative site ofpalitical and

sporting transformation

3SF can now be codsired a global sporfrom pditical protestmatchesheld in Turkeyand
Lithuania celebrations of inclusivity in Australia, Malawi, Germany and Borneo; through to a
philosophical symposium oriné futureof footballin Spain, 3S€ontinues to bechampioned

as an alterative and disruptive form of footballestament to theeemerging¥portingQ
prospects for the gamehe International Three Sided Federation was establishddtanbul

by members ofhe alternative football club&hilosophy Football FC, Dynamo Windrad and
Ayazama FC in 2018ince then ihasalsobeenplayed in a number of showcase exhibition

events within a network of Leftving alternativefootball tournaments acrossugope.

A pivotalmoment for therecent developmenbf the sport waghe iNR G W2 FFAOALF £ Q o
Cupheld at the Asger Jorluseum in Silkeborg, Denmark in 20Ebllowing the success of

this tournament there have been a numbeirother popular develoments within 3SFThis

has seerthe foundation of the Edinburgh Disunited Football Leagu2016 the breakaway

competitive sporting league of Triball in London Bridg2017 and a FIFA produced video,

which describes the game mechanics to prospective players and co&dfes:tive of the
extendedreach of the game, in Alabama anotl83F iteration hasecentlybeen established

OFfft SR WeNRGOIT QY @dnedykth $otcér everisSigce M0lgy y A y 3 (0 K
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In August 2017, the"? 3SF World Cup was held in Kassel, Germany, bieeeof the

founding members of theBRDL, New Cross Internationals (team which | had rently

22AYSR0O 0SOI YS o0/{ C HutvehN@spte® A d d Kl Y LM@Y YA K
the first time since the halcyon days of 1966, the victory whstersweetdevelopment for

thegameo { CQa F2NXI f A &l éneehce alen&Wdarm ddfoaibkkigl yiot | y R
been without controversy ah contestation In this senselew QN & 4 Q pr@vediaib2 &

tipping point

In the face of a seemingly intractable sporting hegemony, a satésmmbpedin the playing
communityas to 3S fiture prospects and current trajectories. W8timany playes saw

nothing wong with the development of the gameithin the structures, practices and

values asociated with twesided football others sought to bng 3Sack to its

experimental political origs. This aimetb resistA 1 & 02 Y LI S i &SndWNB O dzLIS NI (i
& LIS O I O davithilNthezspoiisin@ugtr@akcomplex.

It is within thecontext ofo { @eQeint sporting diffusion (and its accompanying
contestatior) that | entered the fielchs a playeresearcher in 2017onsequently tiis also
where | firmlyW & A ( dzI 0 S QabatBthe gadng.S | NO K

Why Study3SFSociologicall®

As detailed above, few emergent sports can offer a comparably profitabléasitequixotic
history)through whichto consider the diversquestions whicthaveinformed and shapd

my researchin this regardp { dr@rdal status between a competitive sport, a forrh o
creative activisnand a performance art practicenables research into the gante

consider the enduring relevan@nd legacyf the Sl in contemporary culture. Alsghe
uncertain prosgctsfound in the realisation of sudoerms ofplayful politics. Furthermore,

an ghnographyof 3SFcanaskmore broadlyhow abstracted philosophicalrgolitical ideas
arerealisedh y Wi KS T dzMdrabver, Ho@cSuRter &ultliraOpattideareWo N2 | R
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O2 I f A (A Begon@suliecth DKS @G 31 NA Sa 2 FnedeBsarily2 ONI G A O ¢
respondto pre-existing societal norms and received cultural paradignthese popular

contexts

5SY2yaidN dwiderSccidogicabsigrifithaice, the game is dlsextricablylinked to

a recent social movemenstigainst modern footba®Thismovementhas includedhe
establishment oflternativefootball clubsandrelated DlYinitiativesaiming to build new
forms of political solidarity through the grassroots garrethis regardresearchinto 3SHs

able toprobe atthe complex cultural meanings amatologicalinvestments which are

made tofootballA y W ¥ 8 S NJ. AsD,it firde3UStd considewhat the motivations of
players involvedn these projectare andwhether suclalternative engagementbecome
expressiveof alatent antrcapitalist and communitarian impulse within the grassroots of the

contemporary game.

Within abroadersporting contextresearch into 3Sfurther questiors how alternative
sporting practices emerge and are produgedpace what factors affect their form,
structure and valuesAlso,whetherthe game offers sites of practicabnsciousnesand
reflexive resistancéor players.Thisline of inquirymay showusthe ambivalent nature of
individual and collectivagency in sportactivism andhe new typologies needed to frame

such actions

Further to howa study of3SF can be of use to tiseciologicafield (and beyond)through

an immersive study into the dynamism of the ggame can askow playeranvolved in
Wi-& X yafethative sportanay reflectupon, and negotiatethe difficulties of reaching
beyondtheWa & Yo 2 £ @ OIWRR EJA O lirh&iBdc@rpealitive t#am sportAlso,
how sports remain syncretembodiedcultural practicesoperating withindistinctflows and
tempos which arenformed by the everyday, but also have the ability to transcend these
guotidian contextsin this sensemy researchprojectis alsodrawninto wider philosophical

debates about thepoliticalimportance ofplayin achieving atevolution of everyday lif@
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Also, how social actors are able engenderaNB y S ¢ SR WNA tArgughtrangienti KS OA

occupations andhterventions iro strictly controlledor policed urbanspacss.

Novel Approaches and Existing Studies

Indicative of the variety of contexts in which 3SF has been plagddievelopedver the

last three decadeggsearch into the game could draw from a number of theoretical
frameworks and literaturesThese includeart history, political theory, radical geography,
literary criticism, media theory antthe sociology of sportin this regard/ 2 f §(2057)iD
historicalstudy into the gameemains the only other worlwhich has dealwith 3SF in any
depth. His approachontextualises 3Sthrough its links to the psychogeognaic revival in

the early 1990s and focuss@aore generallyon W2 NJ/ QRBododzpgrddbiio aesthetics

in relation tohisMarxist revolutionary philosophyRelying solely on correspondence from
prominent figures within the activist milieu which spawned the first practical realisation of
GKS 3FYS: /2tftASNRBQ g2 Nkktodenosrdise ghblhaddtiviesizl 6 f S0 =
about3SEnor consider the complex meanings that have been givehéocbntemporary

game as a sportingractice.

In contrast my researchgituatestBSFas it has emergedsaa codified sporand distinct

creativepolitical practice. lasks why 3SF has found an enduring social life as an alteenat

sport. Alsowhat itsLINF OG A OS OFy (St f dzahipsto golitais, at A | £ | (
football in cortemporary culture. Further, myesearchgives voice to those who have

continued to slape 3SF over the last decadieoffers a spacépreviously denied) foplayers

who have beerinvolved since its inceptioto reflect on3SK2 i@&cent trajectoryas a popular

sporting practice.

The divesemeaning9rojected orto 3SHrom various playergdepending on the context)
spealsto critiques of thebenign apoliticalfunction of art in society, a dissatisfaction with
NEOSAGSR | yR Wi S3AAGAY,land&Mm thd Ricddfidg n@&uFe oL2 € A G A O ¢
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WY RSNY Fraetelote in fisfcflicll appraisal diow each of these positions
potentially collideor coalesceon the same field my analysi®ffersa complexity that partial
descriptions of thesocialfield of 3SF havihus far missedin short,the maincontribution of
the followingthesisis asthe first sociological study into the dynamic interrelationships

made between sporting space, play and activism withencultural practice 08SF.

ProjectOutline

My analysis of 3SF wilbt be boundwithin discrete disciplines or singular prescriptive

theoretical explicationsRather, it begins by contextualisitige recent developments of the

gameg A G KAY | 0dzNHS2yAy3 fAGSNI G§dzZNSOQFNBEHK DS @ |
In this sensgl align my work with a@rowing number of academic studies into variékhd L , Q

football initiatives across Europe which are seeking to wrest control of the game away from

the dominant markeforiented logics of neoliberalisgnd hypercommodification In

outlining the critical contributions and potential litations of such studies, | alsespond to

the need articulated by arter, Burdsey and Doidge (2018r activist researcherto

produce politically engagkscholarship which isommitted to both transformig sport and

epistemological apprazhes to theSociology ofSoort.
Chapterl. The Alternative Soccerscape

What football means to different people and who is empowered to articulate that meaning,
are multrlayered and complex cultural questior@nce the establishment of the Premier
League in 1992potball has been championed as a key expsuccess of British business
Thus it is a commoditform which is immersed within wider global flows of capital

However activists, fansand playersavecontinued to nurture alternative contextso
experience a sportvhichfor many, has alsdost a key partof it#!a 2 OA I f dzASQ | a |
node oflocaland cividdentity. Reflective of a wider movemeiitK I G NB 2S00 a WY2RS

F22001 f £ Q | y Romihéchl edegshids a tré dartied RlterBative

28



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

soccerscape' has taken up the baton passed from the DIY ethos of the suggdoutds of
the 1980s and 19904 doing so, theypnaveformed coherent and vocal critiques against

what theyalsoperceive ashe endemic corruption othe governing bodies of football.

Fanactivistgroups havéF 2 NY SR WLIK2 Sy A EQ Ofo tedtet refledtthe® K (G K S @
communities. Notable examples in this regard B United of Manchester and AFC
Wimbledon Amateurgrassroots clubs, such Bepublica Internationale and Easton
Cowboys and Cowgirls, have also emerged as key sites throughmnaniginofessional
players relationships to football and politics are rehabilitated in an inclusive tremative
sporting envionment. Placed within thigulturalmilieu, my first literature review
contextualises 3SF irvdder lineage of resistanda football. It alsosurveys existing
academicapproachego football activismwithin the Sociology ofdotball. Next,t identifies
how contemporary forms of opposition should bedenstood & discursive. As sucit
becomes necessary to define the nature of football resistgdaod football more generally)
Ay W8I YSAQOD

PGATAAAY T YSyY (BDBiEexplicsfiehotf KREY YR G &t 2 Ivkhidhk £ dzy OS N
surrounds football as a contemporary cultural for@apter 1 argueshow activism within

football isdirectly related to the uneagposition the game occupies betweacommunity

asset and commodity forimHere, dentify key analytical conceptshich have sought to

variegate and complicateur understandings ahe reflexive forms of resistandeund in

contemporary football. These aspecificallyp dzY' S N¥2612)@&l y ! OGABAAY [ 2Y
YR YSyySRe& sW{yRONISty yBYR(ENE LINS TréhsioidatiohaisdY Q | Y R
trends. Through thepotential application of these fluid taxonomide the wider field the

chapterfurther considerhow the vast majorig of recent literature aboutdctiviemin

footballCsits within ateformist@endencyand is focussed on fan groupkhisreformist
tendencyfundamentally restricts the wayia whichactivist projectdn footballhave been

able toreach beyond existingportingstructures,outside of curreninstitutions, andthe

wider neo liberal narratives d€eltrelianc&and @conomic sustainability
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ChapterlQg@rimary role is tadentify how 3SF fits within a trend of what Numerato terms

W QU ADAAY O kidtdeKenneBERaddikernnédy t@imsobial
transformationalis€imovementin DIY footballlt further teststhis contention to consider

how a number of recent case studidmveemerged whictoffer comparableplayer

authored and player focussed ethnographieshe alternative soccerscap&hese stuiks

RSGFAE GKS WGNI yaT2NY!l (ajes dchivelseckimpd&otllesy 0S8 2 7F

for participation.

With a particular focus on existing studies itbhe UK based clubs étepublica and Easton
Cow Boys and Cow Girls, | aim to questimstaunch antcapitalist critiques heldand
identified) within such initiatives. Alsdwow the lack of sukaltern voices owider
application of theoretical frameworksnits existing studies intthe transformationaist
trend in DIYfootball activismIn this regard, thishapterfurther articulatesthe contribution
of my researclin democratisingand complicatinguchpositivist,hagiographical and

androcentricstudies.

By situating 3SWwithin a wider network of alternativeclubs and tournamentbeld across
Europeover the last two decades, my first literature review chapgitrces 3SF within a
gARSNI NSy BR®T T¥R 8 & LIAHAIERatry $dccerdcap&hisys
highlightednamely through SterchelandSaintBland¢ (i (2045)studyoftheWa 2 Y RA | f A
Antirazzish Q AY a2 RSY Il ®© L glogahg fgriasioRé&pakizddooball RINI |y
the related literaturexhe chapterthen draws out a classicgbhilosophical quandarfound

in my work,as to the productive capacity of both rub@und and freedrm playin 3SEor

what Caillois (1961 G SNXa W[ dzRAOQ FyR Wt ARAOQ L} I &

Chapter2. The Production of Space, Situationism and Creative Activism

Havingforegrounded my research withithe existing literature abouthe alternative

soccerscapemy second literature review chapteffers a more expansive and wider
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reaching theoretical consideration of the cohap social field of 3SF. It offers a numbér
theoretical paradigms through which to mowey researcHorward. In thisregard,Chapter
2053Aya S6AGK +y SELXAOFGAZ2Y 2F .CapaRA §dQ4&
W5 2 ahtlhow these maye applicableéo my case study. Through these conceptuilds

a frameworkthrough which toanalyseand assesthe competing experiences of plégund

on the sane hexagonal pitches. Alsbjs an approachwhichallows me to consideihe

unseen structures an & & Y Gelusbrgp@cticeswhichmayhave influencesd { C Q a

recenttrajectory as a sportvhich is vitafor my first analysis chapter

DA @S y relatijelyi@cent emergenceas an alternative form of footbalthisliterature
review chapterconsiders how new forms of physical culture are prodyaeshtested and
realisedini KS WF dzf f & forlngeiRjor partlafm® Sndlysié &dl id& my primary
research question which runs througit this project.Utilising the work of Fresh spatial

theorist, Lefebvre, dietail how the production of sporting spaces are governed by three

conceptual strands: nanfeé = W{ LJ G ALt t N OGAOSQ>X WwSLINBa

w S LINB & S(grid ly (1 2 21 K @dideiieRNdAEeivedand YWedCspace). In privileging

my analysis within theambiguity and contested nature of tHe ¥ dzf Q& a ik @S 2 F
chapter constructs &urther theoreticalframework throwgh which to relate 3SF as

ambivalent heterotopic site of agencyyisture and belongingThis is a vital padigm in my
later analysi®f the myriad of ways the game of 3SF has moved on fteemergent

context.

Further equippedvith the work of Lefebvrel then questionwhat theembodied
experiences oplaying3SF are able ttell us aboutlived spatial practiceandhow the use of
the bodycanbe considered aentralsite of politicalresistanceln this sensehis question
investigatesdhow the liminal and fleeting experiences attivism insportallow playersto

test out alternativeengagements with politics, space aiaentity.
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In order to sufficiently analyse the plurality of ppextives about the gamef 3SE(and in
preparation formy second analysis chapjethe final sectiorof my literature review

considers the relevance of wideomparativeliterature relating to trajectories of
O2RATFAOIGA2Y | vy R LSYNI 2G, e0EBrrithE @PeyffukpeliBcs of & £ S
WILINR GSaidAadlifzo | If iR I WIA RIGfEMSY ighlgcs ssSHyngasily) within
anenduring legacy of th8tuationist Internationalin contemporary cultureAlso withinthe

M b b n EsitEib 2 & (i Qin EdSogekralitohomousactivism Thisserves to identify the
FYOA@I Syl NBf Ipayaadpaliicihrdagh theSkayBbtaeyts db
psychogeography andietournementAlsq their relevance ¢ our understandings of the

enduringmeanings attached to 335 it is practicedoday.

Lastly, m reaching beyond sportingaradigms| identify crucial comparative case studites

3SFwithin what Ravenscroft and Gilchrisavedescribel & (G KS L2 fyAFiNEOKE2 2 F f S
(2013. Thisenables my analysis and discussion to consider a further research question

which relates 3SF more broadly to how various other emergent political/creative activist

projects have emerged to counter the sense of dislocation and an®nfiedzy R Ay Wy S2 f
tA Y S a QecéntiSdsdes. Also, how theaetivistprojectsmay similarly be characteride

in part bya quixotic refusal to be bound within rational or productive schemas privileged

within scientific academic discourse.

Focising on theexisting literatwe on theprimarily Londonbased®reative activist§iound

GAGKAY GKS WaARYAIKG / NAO] SiGSNBEQperofnied G KS / 2d
variouspublicinterventionsas &NB | QG A 2y (2 thtbldghbh® dhlikaly L2t A 0 A 04 Q

combination of parodicport, humour, politics and pe2f NY' | y OS I N0 L Fdz2NIKS

equallyuneasy relationship witiln contemporary art institutionsThis enables me to

question if the gamahould be considered A § KAy | NBOSyid GUNBYyR 2F ¥
2019 offootballorg A G KAy C NPT HIUDRIQIAQ O kdin NMIpR A I Y ©
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In summary, my literature reviebegins with how best to situate 38/thin an#lternative
soccerscap@ln doing so, it uncovers a number of apposite paradigms through which |
consicer the game in specific relation to activid3tymovements against modern football.
The second half of the reviespens out my discussion of 3SF to build a theoretical
frameworkwhich carrelate the compleity of the social fieldAlso,to think morebroadly
about the uncerain and fragile nature gfrojects seeking socitdansformationalism
Havingbuilt a theoretical grounding and understanding of 3SF within my literature review,
my methodological chapters then go ondevelop how practicallyapplied this frameverk

to my data collectiorand analysisAlso, it appraises what difficulties or ethical dilemmas |
encountered in the fieldnd justifies how éxaminel, thematisedand discussd such a

diverse diffuseand complex social practice.

Chapter3. FromExcessive Player to Excessive Pundit

My methodological approaches, reflectionsdarationale arealsosplit overtwo contraging

chapters.lt begins with an assessment of the difficulties of privilege, nornmtadisand

assumptions occesswhich accompany immersed researdly methodshen considers

G§KS O02YLX SE lereINS & S2 NOK 6 81 XpbdeiyKion)ITNeImAj@ity bikhe (i

first methods chapter, however, is devoted to further explonmgys to relateand identify

the dynamic tensions of agency and stricture found within 3SF. Imeb#sd, | build upon

| dZAKa2y I200R)g 2 MNBT 2 QIKS WREYyIlI YAO aLI GALfAGEQ
me to develop atool kittt2 dzZA K G KA OK (2 | 3aSaWSHRRBrABRQYE 2
WONR G A OF f Qma@igeyoano aredzéxdgdrialfielsof play,andwithin the

WRALI £ SO0 ARD 12G0 AY2A QA& di. yiwgik,fl dls8 gdapy ah augrheimt&tioniok S A NJ

| dza a S NFaQuao 24SoCagRBonkwhich jestifiesdw myapplication of a
WWKSY2YSYyRYRPANNSRO &I YR WSyl OGABSQ 420A2f23A0
G& L2t 23ASad3sFEThishkBriuch adedegiddifon tothe wider study of the

alternative soccerscape.
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A centralaim ofmy researclwasto understand howparticipants made sense tie

experience of playin§S-on their own terms. As suclthapter 3lastly considers what

Machtyre (2016)woulddescribel & (0 KS Wl dzS afiom WitRilNtheSFNNI G A GA G & Q
community.L Yy & S S Ay actiohd/ NK & gi@ &udaridthpproaches to the study

of football player€3gractical consciousne€dtherefore identify the importance of the

recent Sy I OGA PGS LIKSy2YSy 2 Haw Q01D h urDdveridge NI = 5 dzNy/
WL NIGRNELI & S ymade bylostdalhpjag@e. Thisffers a useful tooin myown

attemptsto captureli KS W& A (i dzI (ISRR SEVISNRIS Y 35B&yarstoidh | 2 v & Q

those directly involved in the action
Chapter4. Approaches and Reflections

My second methods chaptgrovides asystematiadescription of how my research data was

collected and thematisedt also offers a number ofigtificationsrelating to sample size and

fieldwork approachesvioreover, thischapterconsiders the limitations of mgwn

WO 2y 3Qlx022d330 (i A &6 the 38HidIdIAR reflddts uponthe benefits of

ethnography and interviews ithis regard It also considers thenconscious bias and

androcentric privilege(which although mitigateggains}, still rursthroughout my

researchGiven my active involvement in the 3SF community over the last three and a half
years,(both as a committed player and the primary team liaison for the Lori#0 3SF

World Cup, | outlinethe access | had towide demographic of players which may not have

0SSy LlRaaAiofsS Ay 20 KikhhstardsS WNBY23iSQ | OF RSYA

Chapter 4also detathe necessity of visiting anarchist and activist archives of the LPA and
NBfFGSR Lzt A O (A 2y admihdibefarky Kefatutd adovtthd R G Q
gameand related activitiesLastly, thishaptershowsthe ethical responsibilities that | had

G261 N Y NBEaSINOK INRdzL) I YR (i KSthnbgapPhrrdzO G A @ S

Ra & S
LINB & Sy OS & Q1999 @Shie fie®l Nvelsey LING a S y éh&liénged éhe poered

QX
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relationship between research and the researcher whilst also continuing (in part) to

replicate or reinforce such divisions.

Following thecomprehensive survey of my methodical rationatel durther reflections on
ordering andvalidity of the data gathered, my thesis then moves on to analysis and
discussion. This brings to the fdrew the responses and actions of participants speak
directly tomy mainresearch questionésee below)My andysischaptersalso highlighhow
the study of the game can contribute to our wider understandings of the difficulties
encountered by those seeking to engender lastingustainableehange through alternative

forms of sports, activism and DIY communities.

Chapter5. W5 S T ACyS\YUAAARSY & Q

In keeping with the triolecti&Bpiritof 3SE| split my analysis into three discretbapters.

Although there are necessarily overldpstween thethemes touched upon in ea¢cimy first

analysis chaptepivots around y SELJX A Ol GA2Y 2 F whicKk@mai&tleT A Y A G A
fore during the 2017 World Quin KasselUtilising Eichbe@@998)W i NA 2t S@IA O 2 F &
model, | show the efécts of the ontological and semantic uncertainty which abounds within
3SFThischapter also acts as a springboard fimy subsequeninvestigationinto how 3SF

provides meaning and purpoger those involvedn the play. In this regatdhapter 5aims

to givethe reader soméroadercontextual knowledg@about thefragmentedand

contestedsocial fieldof 3SF and the difficulties encounter@urealising an inclusivelY

W{ LJ2 NJIiIn thig dehseé, it Sp&aks directly to a main research question of #sésthivhich

asks

How are alternative sporting spaces produced, sustained and developed?
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In order to respond to the above questibeginby showing how3SF offers participants a
OKIyOS (2 Wl dzS S Nadynaridgpade fofoSering Ry ¢ tiztikh §zK5

masculinif S & dsocriticallyquestions themyriad ofmotivations of social actors who seek
alternative forms of physa culture.Following this(and with Bourdieu) kapter5 then
O2y&aARSNE (GKS WRSI Rf @npaai&NACUaa yRSSAZESAN 201 BYASO/KD K |43
Wl OK A SP&¥8sy whether theformalisation, codification anceplication of

normative sporting modes of hyp@ompetition and hierarchjas changed the gamat

this juncture,l demonstratehow 3SF aarecentlyformalisedsport in London has had to

contend withS E Of dz&a 2 NB F2NX& 2T WIS NX YRORIAR YRR O A RS
GA 2t Sy OS @ PasseddNRds S papular practicd.hese are alueswhichalso

pervade andinform normativebinarycompetitivesportingenvironments

Thisidentificationenables a wider discussion about how social actors have attempted to

prevent the game replicating the structures and values af sided competitive football in
ordertosustaino { C | & | y prickick.lin Bibldgdand@hapgecs lastlyespads to

{ G SNDK S cale rthefurthemsudy of quotidiyy O2 y i SE (i a5 R FF 242RIS6aI L2t NC
andexploresthe reflexive reforms inbduced at the LBDL in efforts tacrease

participation. In highlighting theollective responseatdwindling numbers in Londoit,

shows how 3Skffersa unique site oembodiedW LINJ Cbiiskidisnés®d g A G KAYy (KS
alternative soccerscape, where plagérave been empowered faay toward atriolectic

transformation offootball from below

Chapter6. Playand Politic2

Having outlined the plurality of perspectives regarding the recent trajectories of 3SF as a
competitive formalised sporChapter 6provides a platfornto explicate the enduring
association othe gameas a form of unorthodox political praxis akperientialplay.

Here, lam able to furtherconsideranother of my key research questions which runs

throughout each chapter. This question asks through the study of 3SF,
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In what ways does sport/play offer a liminal spaderough which participants feel

able to test out and realise alternatives?

Building upon the latent liminality of 3SF identified and discussed witlyimnalysishus

far, Chapter 6 seeks to understahdw the gamegontextual links to the Buationist
Internationaland Jorrprovides a productive site for players to remake their relatships to
politicsand praxisn diffuse and often oblique ways. Although not representative of the
wider playing bodyampled for this project (10 of 44), this vocal minority remain prominent
and influential figures in developing experimental forms and iteratiohthe game. This
samplefurther pointsto an alternative atlier vision for the gamén line with its politial
origins and emergent contexAlso,it pointsto broader issues relating toow transient
embodied spatial interventions 3SFoffer valuable moments of transgression within

everyday life.

Chapter 6 beginby detailingthe importance of psychogeogohy as aevived Situationist

practice through whictselectLJt € SNA KI ¢S 0SSy Io6fS (42 WFAYR

L2t AGAOCE WY2NB FdzyQd LYy ARSYGAFeAy3d oKL
the liminal spaces of 3Skext, the chapter considers what tangible political potential
players consider their aicins to hold. Thisighlightsthe importance of @y (in its liminality)

for players torealise newforms of solidarity communityand praxis.

Placed wthin the wider context of creative activism, tlsecond half othis analysishows
how Haiku 3SF gamgserve as a way for participants tegain what Lefebvre has teed
Wi KS N I KUK NP2dzTIKK Sl Kiferus@ianhd dcdupatibof urbn spaceand
within art gallery contextsThis discussiodraws upon a further research question of mine
as tohow 3SFand its associated psychogeographic activities/ reflect a wider sense of
dislocation and anoreiA y Wy S2  { Ik ihiSrBgartll consid¥it®d e game may
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reflect an urgent need to counter the alienating consequences of a seemingly intractable

political status quo and the increasing atomisation of communities in urban life.

Given the parodic and absurdist political narrativdgch have long iformed the game, this
analysiscchapter lasthtakes the joking, parody and laughter which accompany the game

print and pitch as a serious point of discussiandan elusive part of the analysigiere, |
considerabsurdhumour as a plitical tool. Also, how a refsal to play by received

conception2 ¥ W& G N2 dA ( A OIBILINSIISNIG 42 NI2HNKL @int- F2 NY 2 T
{ AGdz G A2y A1999@ndadisingt fornibiiprotesiagainst rational logidVioreover,

Iwidenthel y I f 2aA&d 2F o{C 2y0S YZ2NH RIZ2TOZ Y IAKSNINKG
(Eichberg 2010 2 FFSNE &dz0 OSNEA DS WAY(I2ylIFGA2yaQ gKAC
those involvedin more normative contextdn this sensd show3SF asn embodiedsocial

bodily procesandat once aorm of releaserefusaland rebellion.

Chapter7.W! FGSNI AFSQ

My final analysis chaptedd NA G A Ol f f @ T 6§ ENY A ¥ 8 las vdhvBdoirfloa | a
popularsporting practice angpedagogical devicacross the globeThis is where the

contribution of my research becomesvidentin its attempt to answer,

2Kl G0 OFry (GUKS SYSNHSYOS 2F o{C ¢6AGKAY (KS
NEFft SEADBS F2NX¥a 2F LRLJzZ I NI NBarAadgl yosS G2

Alsq it reprisesin a more broad sens@y research questign

How might 3SF reflect a wideregotiation of dislocationt YR I Y2 YA S Ay WyS

f AOSNIfQ GAYS&AK
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In this regardChapter 7 commenceby detailing players attempi$ 2 WLINJ OG A OF f £ & Q
game onfrom the work ofJorn and the Sl. éffers compelling testimonies of how 3SF has
NEOSyidfte 06S02YS | FT2N¥Y 27T Wliegbldréthe dvisivelA 2 f SOG A

and fractious nature of contemporary polititsrough football

When defined aan alternativeform of football, (which 3SF wésr the majority of my

research group) showhow the emergentnarrativeswhich surrounded the contemporary

game reflectwider concerns about the trajectory of modern football and its hyper
commodification.Indicative of this paradigrshift within 3SE-the chapter furthequestions

in what ways 3SF has become part of a wittdrque which aligns with Kennedy and

Key Y SR& Qa W5 L, wh®seell i tréafe otlalNPI2GDA aRSTFAY SR o0& VY
YI Yy 3SYSYORUMS NOA LI AAaYQ YR WwO2YYdzyAideée 2NALF Y

2 A0K WwO2YYdzyAdeQ ARSYILIA NI G @iokdinént @tdirGie RNRA OS NJ
sporting iteratiors of the game, the adoption of this DIY paradigm further relates how 3SF
playersand organisersiave developedangiblelinks with other community spaces in South

East Londornin this sense, my analysigjhlights the ways in which alternative forms of

football (in Londonand Edinburgispecificallypffer social actorachance to remake

relationships to space, place and belonging. Alsow 3SFoffers an outletto express the

need forforms of autonomousgency Thisfinding furthershowsthe productivity found in

ludic forms of play. Furthemore, it alsodemonstrateshow conceptual political idegsnore

broadly) becomesubject to widemunforeseensocial forces Y R Wa i NI} 4 S3inO I LILINR
0KS WFdAte ftAPSR aLl OSQo

The final section of kapter 7considers the gamesppropriation in pedagogical settings
Here it details how football coaches amutactitionershave used 3SR a number of
educational contexts to challengeéLJr & & A @A (i & Q thkoyighto théSnur@ifingoiai N2 2 YT

unique sporting spee which can includdivergent forms of spatial awareness and atidet
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intelligence.In buildingprofitable lines of inquiry fofuture research, | proposthat 33~

shoulddo S O2yaARSNBR Fa Iy WFHOOSynofié&ttol f SN GADS
demonstrate the need for such approachékastly placehe Colombian variant of 3SF

(called Futbol3Colnbia) within such docal context.This identifies hovBSFcanbe

analysed as part of awidérK A NR & S Giar2NG SKT 2 1Y) Diff Godmbianidely” R

hasemergedover the last decade

KeyDefinitionsand Clarifications

Now that | have outlinedhe broad structure omy project, identified my main research

guestions andalsohow these arghenrelated towithin my analysis and discussion

chapters it is important tointroduce and clarify a number of key terms or defmts which

| will be usingn my project The followingsectiontherefore providesa justification for my
FRILIWISR O2y OSLIG 27F {.KtalsoWetdilsth@NJfill appradc 33FFaddd S NA C
its related forms of practical consciousness) withiragagigm which can account ftre

Ydzft GALX S YR | YOA@I t Sy found @ithNidvite ganle WNB aA &G yOS

CKS Wi iSNYIFEGABS {200SNROI LISQ

CKNRdzZAK2dzi GKAA LINRP2SO0 L ¢gAff 0SS dzaAy3d GKS
RN} ¢ AYALANIGAZ2Y FNRY DdAf WVEQPRLIBAQaAOMBHNII A & K
which he considerthe complex interconnections of globalisation wheate enmeshed

within the everyday lives of thgeneralpopulation. Theseinterconnectionshave
fundamentally alteed LIS 2 LI SaQ NBf | GA2yaKALA (2 F2200!l €

Boccerscaf@vascoined in the wake of the dramatic transformationkich fdlowedthe
establishmenbf the English Premier leagy&PL)n 1992;the free movement of players

between clubs #ier the landmark Bosman rulingnd the unprecedented and vertiginous
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increase in flows of mediated images and capital which surroundedpive & the late

20th century.In this context Soccerscapwasdefinedby Guilianottias "the geecultural
circulation of [soccer's] constituent parts: players and coaches, fans and officials, goods and
services, or information and artefacts" (1922t). The termtherefore valuably encapsulated
how processeg T W3 2 O ehdedderdidd résior@tivekeffeRt on the culturatanding

of the game in the UHt also usefully highlightethe dynamic and shifting nature of

associated forms of football fandag alternative practice and spectatorship.

AsdsONXA 0 S R 2I00SMIER0d: sbdeinitially provided a dtical framework to

analysethe transnational flows and processes which had accompaniethiper-

commodificatiofdf football in the 1993. However, the concept has subsequently been

used in a number of contrasting studies N2 Y | W5S02NRAFYQ |ylfeaia
English second division football groundsgVuolteenaho & Kolam@®013),throughto the

plurality of ways in whickocial actors ornthe Africancontinent haveadopted, adapted and

influenced tke game across the worlddéeAlegi 2010). With this loose application in mind,

my research aligns with Fuller (20)lin finding the term droad (yet nuanced heuristic

device through which to critically consider the fluid and diverse engagements that social

actors have with alternative forms of football: as amateur athletes, supporters, event

organisers and community activists.

. Se 2y R WYJ[L8chting Reistahekil BSF

Totten (2014 asks in his ethnographic study of a West Yorkshire Socialist Sunday League

football club, how caléft-wingCldeas be fostered, identified and sustained in the spaces of
grassroots football? Whilst my project will seekatslk similar questionsf 3SE | believe it

important to consideffurther the pluralityofmeaA y 3& | 4832 O0AF (6 SBAFHQ® (K
{2 FYR *#A3FaQa oHnmol0 &adGdzRe Hegin2 FlLy | OGA
understanding the complexity diie use of Y&ft wingtwithin football scholarshignd

popular discourseFramed witin the selfR S F A y SRS i ( NdzLIJLI2 NI SNE 3INER d
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with Cadiz FC, the authors identify how such a nomenclature encompasses panjécts
politicaldemandsas diviNR S -G2 YW NIAA | NA DX QY YPHIWERNR G A AaY QX
WAYGSNYIFGA2YFEAAYQ | YR WO mdamyiyiol dudibdietmg, A & YQd L
align with theirunderstandng of YS¥ (i  as & eB@geneous term which can only be

dzi SaR agdide tosocial@ A2y | YR 2NBIBYAal GA2YyE€ OHAMOY

As Tarrow (2011) reminds usgnticipants involved within sociahovements hae an

WSOf SOGAO Sy3alr3asSyYSyidQ sAlGK yeé 6ARSNIFAYaAa (K
top down narrativegproduced about such group3herefore, in order to enricand

complicateour understandingof the activism found irthe alternative soccerscapeny
researchconsides how players, fas and organisers within 3SF articulats/ WS Of SOU A O
Sy 3 3S Y Styelnsdociatadiolitical discoursesvhich surroundhe game and
affiliatedy SG 62N a® LYy (GKA&a aSyasSz L O2yiGSyR GKI @
Wi KAY Q AnaafiviseamAe§itimizé tReir bliefs and actions (Heywop#011).

Equallythat 3SFplayersoperate within what Casals (19984) termsasii K S WLJS NAXA LIJK S NE
LJ2 f AdispaCeanlioh lies outside of forirarganisations and receivettivist schemas.
LRSYGATFE@AYI GKSAS AYyAilARIY @& eéus fowardsdondi® | R 02 | f

tempered approactto the analysiof the everyday rekties of resistance in 3SF

My researchacknowledges that ideologies are discursively (re)produced. Therefore, it

understands thathe political associationg/hich can be made toSFare constituted from

Gl asSi xefectimernalioSliscoursather than as (merely) some static set of

0 St A S ethrs 20@898). I this waythroughmy attemptsto relatethe strugdes for

meaning and purpose within the gamleaim to avoid deterministic and teleological

assumptions about new and emergent forms of resistance and their app#énS ¥ 1 A 4 G Q
political associationlt is importanttobe awtld 2 F (G KS Wy Sg (et 23ASa
2014 needed to frame and analyS (G KS WO2 I f A (i hdjgcts QithiathkeA OK 02y &
alternative soccerscape. Therefore, through my use ofitf@e N Wl f G SNY I G A dSQ L
activism(when associated with footbglt & | LJI2f e@aSYAO GSN¥Y FyR | a
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Thisbuildsupoh a0 St t Qa O2y Sy idAz2y GKFG Fly 3INPRdAzLIA

which are

Xgenerated by those actors who are in positions/conditions devalued and/or
stigmatized by the logic of domination, thus building trenches of resistance and
survivalon the basis of principles different from, or opposed to, those permeating
the inditutions of society(2010:8)

In thistesistiveegard myNBS & S| NOK dzy RS NA U | gsRo@indviatkirStheWLJ2 £ A G A

social complexity, eclecticism, ambivalence &agmentaton which constitutes everyday

engagements with the gam@és suchmy project places 3S#5a site of resistance away

FNRY GKS WR2YAYylIyd f23A0aQ (@tErmsdijpitidala LINI OG A C

activism. Not wishing to create unnessary and potentially valued jueigpents about the
VI GdzNE 2 F LI NI A @aidedbryiitsideQernvdal Clelapd\2040Dieras Q =

W OUADSSIQY RBEI &4 2@ 3 KA LA will therdicReling Whiatf = Y& NBa

involvement in the game isxpressive of about wider power relations in society. Equally,
how the forms of resistance associated with playing 3SF have chaagkelyolved over

time and space to reflect the changing cultural contexts of the game

Further to thisevolutionwithin 3SFFoucault states thatesistance to forms of power are
always intrinsically bound within relationships to power. With this idypand mind, my
projectconsideswhat forms of power and agency (if any) are being resisted against and
realised tlmough theplaying of 3SF. When analysihg trajectory of the game and its
constitutive relationship to the bodies involden the play, it is usefub quote Foucault at

length.

N>

!ndicative of other comparably variegated academic approaches, studieshb\ dzLJSR & dzOK WI £ i SNy
F22006Ftt AYAGAFGAOSA Ay Fa RAGSNRBD &S NKVE2 NDKRELQ &2 @k
2005 = Wwl RA QROLAR T 6 YDA R 2 W22 (WMNB2 @NLENED S M o 843 SC22 (6

KeghanH nmn 0 f RYRAAWER C22006F 9.t Q 0bdzYSNI G2 Hamdp
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[Resistances] are distributed in irregular fashion: the points, krustgycuses of
resistance are spread over time and space at varying densities, at times mobilizing
groups or individuals in a definitive way, inflaming certain points of the body, certain
momentsinF S OSNIi | Ay ( eotdBfien ehdis dedirgithdnblgleizNX a
and transitory points of resistance, producing cleavages in a society that shift about,
fracturing unities and effecting regroupings, furrowing across individuals themselves,
cutting them up and remoulding them, marking off irreducible regionghem, in

their bodies and minds. (19987)

How best to methodalgically approack dzOK Wi NJ yid3SEvill bebutlibd hy (0 & Q

due course. However, my foundationadsitionfor this researchprojectisthat social actors

have mobilised in distinct and disparate walygpough 3SFrepresentative of a myriad of

motivations My research thereforseeks to relate, on the terms of those involved, how
NEaAA&GF YOS GKNRAAK o{ C ¥TAydhaertdntlteindBvaBii2ISa |y
ofbeK | @A 2 dzZND I Yy R HbW gaxiSpgnisimakie Podily sefs8@darticulatd

suchthoment<and Behaviourswill be central to my analysis.

T«

With regard to theW A NNB JFadHB ANA & (K 1Sya Odbove whilstl idtlduchSdRue in
Guilianottig/ R ! NI & 0 NP2 D@2 &wn kK WNBR2f Syd Tl 0daq
through the sociological analysis of football culture, in turning our backs on the dynamic
O2yaitAaltdzi A @S daNER Cdbtand addomnfofeDdtgingaeative

movementsin the game we run the risk of stymieing criticabciologicahpproachegso

football resistance

Resistance movements (and identities)hethertermed W f -8iffgbr otherwise,should not
be understoodasflattened, homogenous and statiln this sensgt is mycontention that

the dynamic, unstable processes arthnges occurring withialternativefootball should be
central to studiesof the contemporarygame This processualpproachit is hoped helpsus

to understand how forms of resistance (and their situated spat&SIy are made up of a
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complex node of social conditions and human agen@ed interdependencies)
intentional or otherwise whichdevelop indynamicrelation to preexisting strutures,

institutions andpracticesin often uneven ways.

In summary(and crudelyparaphrasing Manxmy research aims tshow howthosewho
resistthe trajectories of moderriootball may seek to transform the worldut they do so
Wdzy RS NJ OA (did deMrindldgigs@xssting already, given and transmitted from the
LJ- aFirep, that hese spectrasportingpractices (and political schemag)g S k&«

Yy A 3K (Y thoésI6bkirgyyo play at alternati A y O f ididicicgbB8rlationy]
(Scorehill2006)

Conclusion

Thisintroductory chapter began by charting a brief history of 3SF, from the games origins as
a pataphysical premise through to its recent trajectories as afieddsport and pedagogical
device It then highlighted the sociologicahportance of studying the ganfeom multiple
perspectives. Alsdhe diverse avenues ofiquiry whichhave necessarilijpwformed my

research. Bbsequentlythe chapteroutlined the thesisstructureanddefined or claified

key terms

In providing a&omprehensivesurvey of this research project | have showow the multiple
forms of'fractical consciousne€within 3SFwill be identified and analysedh my thesis
Through an analysis of the reflections and actions of those directly involved mahg
formsof 3SHplay, my thesisvill arguethat 3SF offers a dynamic and heterotopic space
through which social actofeel empowered tae make their relationships tde world in
multiple and competing ways. Centeringy researclon the recent contestations which

have surroundedhe gamedormalisation and codification, | show how societal alternatives

(sporting or otherwise) are fragile coalitions and complex soelsi Moreover, lhighlight
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(more broadlythe power of symbolic structures and inherited practices whiey guide

and shape such alternatives pspularactivities

A major strength of this research projectilat it givesspaceto the pluralityof voices

within 3SF to reflect on the gamescent trajectorieson their own terms Not only does this
demonstratethe contestations thatanoccur within theftilly lived spacéd Q 2 F a2 OA S| €
alternatives but it alsoshowsthe liminal opporturities thatsport and play offer fosocial

actors to escape from thstricturesof quotidian existence. Also, tealise alternativédorms

of praxis andDlYcommunity.

Despite the tendency to read the divergeapiproachegound within 3SRsirreconcilable
and intractablethis thesisarguesthat the gameoffers playersa chance to articulate their
displeasure at thetatus quo, be that the current political order, the restrictive nature of
city spaceor the hyper commodification of professional footbdf.this sense, there is a
unity found within the 3SEommunity. Each iteraton seekg(in its own wayto counter the
alienation found irtHeo liberal timeS§through a triolecti¢anti-capitalist,sporting

alternative.
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Research Questions

It is hoped thatmy introduction offers a cogent and systematic starting point for the reader.
However, for the purposes of furthetarity and ease of referencediterate belowmy
research questions. Although these are revisited at multiple points (and in various guises)
throughout this project, in their arbitrary groupir(gnd articulation | aim to provide an
accessible format through which to assess both my intentions ferrégearch and its

efficacy in responding to such questions.

Main Research Questions

How are alternative sporting spaces produced, sustained and developed?

- In what ways does spdplay offer a liminal space through which participants feel

able to test out and realise alternatives?

- 2KFG Oy GKS SYSNHSYyOS 2F o{C 6AGKAY (KS
NEFt SEAGS F2N¥a 2F LJ2LJz I NI NBaradglyOoS {2

- How might 3Sikore broadlyreflect away to negotiate avider sense of dislocation
FYR Iy2YX8o0B8WI #WNSAAYSAK

Related Sub Questions

A

- 2KIFG FNB GKS wazoaltf ftA@SaQ 2F oadNF OG L

lived space?

47



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

- What motivates those whoarticipate in and organise neoppositional or

alternative sporting events?

- 2KFG Aa GKS LISRIFI2IAO0FE LROGSYGAlrt 2F ofC

- 12¢g Oy (KS WLXIFIeAy3d 02ReQ 06S dzyRSNAG22R

socialtransformation?
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Figurel0. 2018 Madrid 3SF Tournament (Courtesy of NXI)
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Literature Review
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Chapterl. The Alternative Soccerscape

Introduction

Thisreview chaptersurveys and synthesisgthe variousframeworks,academicapproaches

andkeycase studiesound within the existing literaturen the alternative soccerscapd

begins witha broad overview of howan resistanc@within football has been framed and
analysedwithin the sociology of footbalNext it moves towardsusefulparadigmshrough
whichtoassesNB a A d il yOS G 2inéBnemRoBaNdCultdfetdiging | £ £ Q

bdzYSNI (2 Qa Wapleyand Keinkdy and Ke@n&y W5L, C22d0lffQ O
Chayter 1 critically considesthe delineationd S (1 ¢ S S yenttegrehéufiaRf | Y R Wa 2 OA | f
transformaionaf A & (0 Q (thbs/f&k BeAtdfidds the soccerscapdt then focusses on

the few existingplayerfocussed studiedn this regard) proposethat WS EOS & a A @S LJX I &
ethnographiesnay offer an insight into nascent forms of reflexive sporting and political

praxis Situating my researcprimarily within the ethnographiesof EastonCowboysand

Cowgirls and Republica International@robe atthe limitations of existingnethodological
approachesin responsel 2 { (0 S NOK S f Su@ydofespdrtisasionfiii gublidianK S

football contexts the reviewchapterlastlyconsidershow 3SF offers ease studyhrough

which to appraisehe productivetensionsfound between Céliosian notionsof ®udicCand

Paidicplay.

Between Process and ther&sent.

Given that my research pivots around the social interactions, social processes and complex

sacial interdependencies which cée found within the recent developmesiof 3SF, it is

important at the beginning of this literature review to acknowledge how my project
ySOSaalNAf& o0dzAf RA dzllRry GKS F2dzy RFGwhdy £ 62N
helped establish the disciple of sociology ofrt. These scholars were (and are)

concerned centrally with how societies (and associated leisure pursuits) have broadly
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developed and changed over the longue duree. Also, what interlinking factors and processes
have shaped these cuital practices (see Elias, 1982; Dunning & Sheard, 1980; Guttman,
1994; Eichberg, 1998)

lf 0 K2dzZAK Y& ¢2N] O2dz R 06S OKIFNIOUGSNARASR o6& 9
LINBASYGQr FyR Fa |y I LILNEI OK LINBsdocaltyraly it & C
interactions (found within the minutiae of everyday life), it is nevertheless shaped and

informed by this theoretical research (Elias, 1987). Specifically, it drawskl@smartexts

GKAOK &LISOdzZ I GAGSt & OKdANK #HKSORVORIDAT & Ak VERA ©
sports. Moreoverjt considerK 2 § & dzOK W& LJ2 dm whtRBa@tmanhd y A A G A 2 Y
RSAONAOGSA | & av NRedtidelof chafighg dedoSi@idaRc@nditions and

cultural mores directly relating to forms acceptable, symbolic and regulated violence.

Alsq my research builds upon their assertions thatizOK Wa L2 NI AYy 3IQ | OGA DAl
provided a liminal space through which to push the boundaries of normative social

AYGSNI OGA2ya AWSYEBCudjade806FIids NS, EPA G S

My research is not burdenday the long debates within the Sociology pb8& as to the

ONRGAOFE fTAYAGIGAZ2Y A 2F & dDEMaRSHodR0e8] G A2y f Q
Colwel| 1999 Stokvis 1992:Malcolm, 20020 ® | 2 6 SOSNE Ay 221 Ay 3 |0
WRSALEZNIATFiA2yQ 2F o{CX YR o0& OKIYLAZ2YyAY3
F2NXa 2F WLINF OGAOIE O2yaOAz2dzaySaaQ F2dzyR 2V
within the a@demic field about how sports emerge, what has dictated their form, and who

has been empowered to shape their trajectories. In this sense, | align my work with that of

5dzy yAy3 FyR w22S|1 ¢6K2 adladS GKIG aaz20Alt tATF
OMMBPDPHY dhOP | FdzNIKSNI SELX AOFGA2Yy 2F K246 L |Y
existing literature andvider case studies) will follow, but firstlyny literature review begins

with how footballsupporters actionsiave been central to sociological analysis of the game

over the last 50 years.
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A Socioloqgy of Footbalctivismt Beyonda History of Violence?

TheSociology offootball has long been a discipline focussed on fandemmm foundaional
ethnographicenquiries bythe Weicester Scho@ihto the subcultural conditions whidled to

the rise of fan hooliganism andolence Bairner, 2006Dunning, Murphy & Williams 1988;

Dunning, 1990; Malcolm and Mansfield, 2p1tBe changing demographics and

consumption habit®f fanswhich accompanied the introduction of all seater stadiypost-

Taylor report in 1989 (Conn, 1990; Guilianotti, 1999: Mellor 20w@ner, 201Y, all the way

through to thecomplexrelationships ofans and supporterstothd  YS Ay (KS Wt NB"
[ S| 3 dz&nhd tBd\ehdess aompanying digital content (Sandvoss, 2002; Birmingham &

David, 2011; Crawford & Lawrence, 2D IBotball fandom remains a productiste

through whichto studyconstructionsof individual identity changing class dynamjesd

collectiveperformancef culturalbelonging.

Studies of supporters enduring engagements with the game point us towards the changing

role of football withinthe WO 2 YY2 RA T A O (i A andasa orm®BENB, R & t A FS
economic ad political capital (Kennedy Kennedy2017). They are also indicative of how

GKSaS 02y aidNHzOG A 2y aNBIyTIASINGEGS CRUF  oiAKIEK]i, 0ONKRSH RIUKI-83LAS
Hermawan and Riyadi, 20LTn the age of Covid9, how fan-led discourses will continue to

affect the governance, formral trajectory of footbalfemaincentral tosociologicahnalysis

of whathas now sadly become the actions of twenty two players cheered on by CGI crowds

in nearempty stadia

Qupportersgroupsand fan organisations hawasoconsistently been at the forefront of

demands angbractical action to reform thgame. This is a rich history of variegated

resistance that should be emphasised even within the most pessimistic evaluations of the
footbalkindustrial complexNaguirg 2004 Perelman, 2012 Fanresistance can be traced

FTNRY (KS W{200SNJ ¥F2NJ { AELSYOSQ I Ydentuwy. | £ £ & y2
(which were protesting at the price of admissions at grounds anatit®ming mobilisation

for war);the samizdat supporteled DIY fanzines and tigues which emerged in the 80s;
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through to the antiracist activist fan movements which led to institutional reform initiatives

ddzOK a YAO1 Al h dziCard ¢t 8l@e@BackDCrate & HdloMdsA2801;0 K S  w
Collette 2003; Haynes, 1995; Jones, 1%34rdan 1980;Thomas, 195). However, he first
SELINB&a&aA2yd 2F &AdzZlILPONISRARQ BRXARSNVSyH28AaKE #
voice inthedecades 2 f f 26 Ay 3 22NIR 2FNJLL® b2dlofesx I a
professionalization of the transfer market and increasing bourgeois engagement with

F2200 f f ©2014188IzMeBeNdutdndmous fan groups mobilised in the face of

what they saw to ba disruption of the subcultural role and agency of fans within foo@ball

decision making processeslso,a rising$hiddle-class influenc@n the game(Taylor, 197

Led byincreasing player demands for higher wages and more flexible contracts, football
clubs were also transforming to accommodate a rising consumer identity amongst fans
alongside the developing cultural mores of sports media broadcasting. These factors were
fundamental in rehapingsocioculturalrelationships of football clubs to supporters in the

local communityand subsequent forms dén resistancan the UK(Goldblatt 2014).

Despite thevaried lineagef fanresistance highlighted aboythe majorityof research into
such subcultural agency and actiop until the mid1990s relates predominantly to
hooligan organisatioand violencea distinct, ambivalen@and diffuse form ofan
resistanceif it can even be considered thdh this senselfhodern botballlbecame a site
through which various cultural expressions of youthful rebelllgnests for excitemerfiand
moral panic weregound and analyse(seeArmstrong, 1998, 1991; Conn, 1999unnng &
Sheard 1979Dunning, 1985Elias, 1982; Guilianott,994, 1999Hughson, 1998; Holt,
1991;King, 1996Marsh, 1979Murphy 1988, 1991Stott, 1996 Pearson2009; Williams
1989.

Beyondi K @nfiguration$bf fan violencdongassociated with British footbalh thriving
site of autoromous fan critiquéhasalsobeenidentifiedin the samizdat fanzine culture and

associated antracist fan movements prevalent throughout the gamiuring the 1970s and
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80s(Duke, 1991Gulianotti, 1997; Haynesl995;Jary Horne andBuckel991;Redhead
1991). DIY supporters groups atideir accompanyingritical seltpublished texts nurtured a
space to confont issuegelatingto governance and fan representation all the widiyough

to campaigns against the rise in hooliganism and racism at grounds. These sujgubrter
efforts at reform were augmentedith the subsequent estaldhment of independent
groups such as the Independent Football Supporteredason Network in 19%. Such
associations and related campaigns continue to call for strident policies efausim and
fan representation within institutional football governantethis day (see Kennednd

Kennedy2007;Numerato 2014, 2018

With the rehabilitationof tK S WY 2 RSNy Q 3l YS Ay LdzmtAO RAaO2d
reformsenacted afterthe stadium disasters of Bradford, Heysel, and Hillsbghon the late

80s(and the subsequent establishmenttbie EPLin 199> NX aA adl yo0S G2 WY2R
beganto take on new form and content. Heseipporters groups and associated

campaigrrs targeted their ire towards the wider alienating consequences which

accompanied footba® hypercommodification. Alsq its association witla dzNR 2 O K Q &

nascem mediaempireand9 t [sUp&nationalcommercialstanding

The strident farorganised movements ithe EPLeraChave been extensively detailed in

scholarship since the late 1990s, as #tite game fully embraced and was concurrently

subsumed within largely unregukd flows of global media and capital. particular,
existingstudiesdeap A 0 K & dzZLJLI2 NISNRQ 2LIRaAAGA2Y G2 (GKS
football stadiums; the frequent relocation to outer limits (#lon-space of cities Bale

1993 Giulianotti 2011; Hognestad, 201&ing 1998; Nah, 2000). Studiebave also detailed

fan-led initiatives to resist the incesed costs of attending footbalents §eeGoldblatt

2006 Williams, 2002, and charted the opposition to distinct surveillance taatiised by

police and law enforcement to restrict the movementssapporters at gamesée

Antonelli 2010;Guilianotti, 2005.
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As a furthereaction to the increasingly globalised, commodified and mediatised nature of

$hodern footbalRacross thed 1 M, muUn@roussociologicatase studies haemerged

GKAOK RSO AT &adzLiliAedikenEievel@mitn & footdalRcgbssi 2 (1 K S

Europe Thesdorms of fan resistanchaveled to unprecedented attempts to change the
game from below. An ever expanding number of club cigdieshighlight how the
ONBI {1 R26Y 2F AVia@NVAOY & yRT V¥ 2 @EniexpOzed Witlryi A ( & Q

football fan activistculture. This can be seen thrgh the fanled protests at Liverpool F.C.

(Millward, 2011; Williams, 2012), Everton F.C. (D. Kennedy, 2012), Manchester United F.C.

(Brown, 2007, 2008; Dubal, 2010; Millward, 2011) Atlético Bilbao (Groves, 2011), A.S.
Livorno (Doidge, 2013), Sankt Paull.KDaniel & Kassimeris, 2013; Totten, 2014), and
Sporting Paulista (Dubal, 2010).

A striking aspect of contemporafgotball fan resisance(andits associated literaturehas
been the formation ofghoeniX) Of dzoldaguk gettinfgsh she UK These are clubs
formed as a response to the trajectories of top flight teaisthin these contexts, fan
owned clubshave been analyseds a direct critique of modern football and a form of DIY
O2YYdzy Al @ 0 dzAG ARMAY] ISEEREENSAYBIu@ixisiamiSowe 2010Kennedy
and Kenedy, 2012;Cleland2010. This has most promently been identifiedn studies
into FC United of Manchester, Spirit of Shankly, SaF&dand AFC WimbledosgeBrown
2007, 2008; GiulianottR005; Kennedy and&ennedy2012: Kowalsk&016 Porter, 201).
Also, in the case of Charlton ADerefan oppositionhas led supporters to become

committed (if unlikely) conmunity activistsgeeMillward, 2011).

Given theglobalsednature of contemporary footbalit is unsurprising that fan resence
and mobilisation haalsofound transnational flows and networkkrough whichto express
their concernsabout the game These have beesxtensively covered in a number of
volumes over the last five year€gnniford, Hill andMillward, 2016 Garcia andVelford,
2015 GarcisandZheng 2017;Brandt, Hertel andHuddleston 2017 Hodges andrentin
2018;Guschwan2015; Maurg 2015;Webber, 2017).
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Wgainst Modern Footballand Reflexive Resistance

| believe ve shouldunderstandthe distinctforms of faractivismdescribed aboves

discursive Thusthey areeachbound to the wider social, politicghistorical andcultural

conditions in which they are staged.a . SO]1 y20Sa> RA&A&aSyd adzyRSN
revision of the social world in light of newle}6 NA Sy OSa | B39y 2¢6f SRISE 6
Therefore recent forms offan activistresistance againsthodern footbal{should be

understood as largely a response to contemporary concéng latent desires fosocial

chang@. With this in body and mind,primarily place my research into 3SF within the
nascentiiterature which has defingand theorise aroundthe specificity ofcontemporary

football andits accompanying forms @ctivistresistance

b dzY S Nktid2dhth the fanf SR W! 3| AQ/R25200 dalvarReSIdissT a vital
paradigm through which to consider how recent changes within European football have
shaped forms of resistande the soccerscap€2015;2018) Building upon Archef2007)

and Donat®2 @011)work whichsees new forms dian-activism asultural expressios of

late modernreflexivity, b dzY' S NJ (i asksWhai 8 biIng resisted ®hen fans have
organised around this simple three word slogéanslogamwhich has mobilised disparate fan

groups acrosg&uropein a number of ways

Numeratoplaces tloseinvolvedin Against Modern Footbdll & WNB ¥f SEA GBS adzo 2§
defines that which they are resisting against as #epliberal manifestation®f football.

This broad and diffus# Y' I y A ¥ Sr&lidesithle thsfitQtions and structures typified by

private management and ownership, the prevalence of multinational companies and

sponsorship to clubs and events and the state policies which reflieetr deregulation of

industryé (2014: 13¢. Drawing similar conclusions to that ofl f (S084(spatialanalysis of

the reflexivetdpophilicQlinks and symbolic ties that supporters have for thedirb and its

environs Numeratoplaces fan reflexivitysaa discursive and emotive consequence of the

ways in which supporters are alienated from the clubs, spaces and cultural contexts which
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they feel a ditinct sense of ownershignd entitlementtowards Healsoidentifiesthe lay
dzal 38 2F WY2RSNY Q 6 A (KA dswiaIBaNyi1R84266) tereh@as o | £ £ Ay
date-modern, globalized, and deeply entrenched within the media/sports production

complexé | will alsoadopt this definitim2 ¥ WY iRi6 MNyagalysis oBSF

Rather thannterpretingthe increasing forms of reflexivity which characterifn activisnQQ
asproducts of a disinterested form ddotballing® F f liegGudiakdtti2002 34), | align
with Numerato(and others)n seekingo relatethe productive capacities of reflexivity in
contemporary footbaltulture. Here | arguereflexivityin 3SFshouldbe understoodhot as
an inward and individuaded response to thlobal forces of capitgnor as afait accompli
within the malaise of neoliberddegemonybut as aspur tovardsbottom-up DIYresistance
(seeBeck, Bonss & Lgl2003;Beck Giddens& Lash 1994). In this regard] acknowledge
how this contemporaryreflexive approach tactivism in footballsad R& y' I YA O
transmittable social form rather than as a stable attribute that is strictly bounded to a
particular social groug (Numeratg 2014: 140 Thus it is one which hated todiverse
formsof resistance praxisand consciousnes# 3SFand beyondFurther to thismy
researchwill showhowd 2 OA ' f F O 2NE SAGKAY GKS | fGSNYI GA
engagements with football to expss and negotiate widaroncerns about the fractious

nature of contemporary cultureseePorro, 2006).

The FapActivism Complex

Sudiesinto football activismneed toaccountfor ¢the plurality of actors who form part of

the critical mass that problematizes the existing social order, the plurality of varyingly

intertwined topics that form part of the activism ages aswell as the plurality of tools

used to problematizek S SEA &G A Yy 3 &e8ad,R019: 155 AR SoNdbguendsb dzY
thisRA GSNE S NB LIS NI RUnMSNBoRED SO 2 yJ& S ¥ (i2ANALJE §SEIQ0 (A iy D R2 AN
to detail theconflicts which can be foundithin alternative football movements. This

complex is delineated (unot without interrelationshipg 0 SG 6 SSWMTRR OO A UK DY
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(activities relating to various socmultural aspects athe game, including governance and
institutional representatiops. I Y R tlo@BiFA2ZRAGEOMhEré tie game itself
becomes a vehicle to address broader social and political isstigis analytic approach has
much to offer invariegatingthe nature ofcontemporaryfan activismacross the sporting
spectrum Alsq the ways in which such actionfiemedand narrativsedby the social actors
involved. PlacingSFs A (0 KA Yy (i Knydese#rchailviidte &uta@ from simplistic
reductive analysisf resistanceghrough sportas eithe part of a revolutionarywanguardor
'y WS YSNEHS g abrmodiSadiEidn@shiised only in times of economic ¢sor

sportingmismanagement.

Movementslgainst modern footbalhre a heterogeneous and fluid phenomenon

characterised by the minutiae of social relations and competing discauksdgferent

points(in space and timgthey become unified (to an extent) around a central issue or goal.

In order toexplicatethe fragileunity of such movementfurther, Numemato therefore

FR2LJGa | W{lIdZAASNAIYQ Ftylftedara 2F (KS LINROSaA
reflexive'8ubjectandthe object of $eflectionQThis details hovan-activist groups begin to

change and divert from the initi@breaims of thegroupover time where the pretext for
actionsbecomesi dz6 2 SOU (2 Wa i NI diffGehtsdial ladtStsI\NRirharafol G A 2 YV Q
2019:148).

Thisconcept of#f 2 2 & Sy Jaysaf@ pagadm BitNi& my study of 3SF amldress the
competingwaysinwAlK G KS 3FYS KIa 0SSy Walsoldeti STAOI £ f ¢
ddzo 2S00 1 By soeial idio&INdhisi Serdsg/ Kargue that 3SE isultural practice

shaped by the myriad of social actors who have joined the game over the last two and a half
decades(and Y osenedlt considerably from its emergent contgxtnvestigating the

evolving concerns whidmave shaped recent forms of football activitimpefullylead us to

a more nuanced understanding of the wider sbtife of 3SRand the malleability of

conceptual ideas in practice.
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t 2 NI(®DMewarkfurtherA RSY G ATASAE GKS GSyaAazya Ayg2f gSR
occurs within farled resistance. Specificallyis isfound throughhisdetailingof a history of

conflict ard accommodation between those enmeshed within the emergguab culture of

FC UnitedPivoting around theonflictsrelatingtoC/ | y A (i S R QW@ poldidaliclil@za I+ a |
Porterdemonstrates howontemporaryfant OG A A &Y A & cOriprodiseQ 0 SNA 4 SR
opportunism, pragmatism all of which are often considered hallmarks of reasonable

action, yet each can also be the source of division, disillusion and conflict, because everyone
inscribes their own interpretations and expectations otfteir visk 2y 2 F QWKSE Of dzo ¢ ¢
178) The critical implications of such analyeismyresearch is that Porter highlightise

difficulties of enacting social changefootballthrough inherited cultural forms and

structures.It alsoreveals the multipleand @ften) competing aims of activist groupSurther

to this, it exposeshe difficulties of social movement{more broadly)as they move from
FydFr3a2yAaitAad LINPGSad INRdIzLJA GKNRAzZZAK (G2 GKSAN
institutional structures and domimd logics and practices of footballlture. I will seek to

find such awkward accommodations within 38t construct a framework t@nalyse them

appropriately

Footballin Weo-Liberal Time®

YSYYySRe | yRyYy S yRo&HRBiENed iberalTime) 0 roffiers enother

landmark contribution towards analysis of the contemporary gaiieq the distinct forms

of activism it has engenderdcbm fans and playerd his followgheir shorterexplorations

of community, identity, andthe evolvingpolitical economyof football (2007,2009, 2012

2015) Crucially in this long form workhe authorsh RSy G A Fé |y W2y (i2f 234 0L
abounds at all levels of the game in an era of econdd@gegulatiortand Hyper-

commodificatior

In orderto analyse the ambivalerdultural position football holds in European societies,
they explain the Yroductiveuncertaintycbf footballs social usthrought 2 f Y@ A Qad 02 y O
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lens2 T W20 IORAYAY 2 R A liede Sultualaciivitigspor farmshot createdfor the
marketeconomybecome commaodified and subject to market forces and relati@entral
to this @ntologicaluncertaintyCYfor the authors) is thatfootballisa cultural practiceipheld
for its inherent social valum public discoursgas a community asset, a signifier of local
association and a node of civic identityoweverijt is alsoextolledand promotedas a
commodity form, one which is a key economic export, a commercial produdsahds
subject to the vagaries of economic éogpation and transnational capital’hrough this
uncertain cultural positiona tensiontherefore occurs betveen the competingliscourses

which continue tosurroundfootball.?

Theseunresolvedcontradictions provide productive paradigm to assetbge motivations

for grassroots fotball initiatives which haveurned away from the elite game anthoved
towards a myriadf alternaive contexts Thereforel align with their conclusion that

T 2 2 (i dyndmic @ndlinstable cultural position is a productive site of tension ardfiver

of practicalpopularactionin the gameMany social actoraithin the alternative
soccerscapenay bemobilised into actiorbased orthis ontologicaltensionand throughan
investment in thedealisedcultural narrativeof football asa community assetThis
KAIKEAIKGA (KS vy Soensidepditicalaytigismarni sesid@ancaBdiits a Q

relationship to neo liberalisnih football?

AsBrown and Walsh (200®2) further contend due to the alienating consequences of

¢

emotionaland socialnvestmentsinthegam& ¥ 22 Gol t f FI yR2Y (Kdza 068
LR2EtAGAOFE AGNHZAIES 20SNI 2NBI yAdldign2y s FAYIl yC
demonstratessupporter novements and emergenglayer /fan runclubs as highly
politicisedreflexivespacesit also shows hoviootball activism operates within an evolving
RAFfSOGAO (2 K PolitedkRecdnamy bEdlodedndootbalihd K I LISR Q
contemporary culturgseealsg Kennedy2016; Portey2019;Cleland2015) In line with

this contention my researchiherefore seeks taunderstand how those in 3SF perceive

2See also Webber (2017) who also uses Polanyi to frame Against Modern Football.
31 ydzYoSNJ 2F a0K2fFNER ARSydAFe (GKS ySSR (42 lylrfeasS RA
clubcd G dzNBE A ¥2 @AEOKNG Q 0 8iwdrd 2041 RodltbnZEL6).H n MM T
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$hodern footbalfand how its practice mayelate to wider attempts toreform football in

general

Bocial Entrepreneurialis@

In the search for novel typologidsr football resistance Kenne@ and Kennedplace a

VI a0Syid WwaINIaaNR2{Ga F22d00l f -didzraliactNg Thisl 2 y 3

provides a productive, fluid, processiwakonomy to understand the complexity of social

I Ot 2 NBR Q NI fotball arl yhaaksaclatad adtigishefwibrks throughout Europen
contemporary cultureThisspectrumdraws disparate alternative football projects together
in similar ways to Nmerato® $an-activismcompleXQHowever theseauthors alsoplace the
dynamic rature of neo liberal capitalispfandits effect on contemporary footbgllas

central tothe ongoing need toedefine and resituate the cultural meanigs associated with
football activisntoday. Thisdynamicstructural andindustrial consideratiors a key

contributionto existing scholarshipnd vital for my research into 3SF

Kennedy and Kennedyrther delineatebetweeninitiatives which are characterised bye
values ofgocial entrepreneurshi@and ‘Social transformationalis@Here an impdant
distinction is maddetween emergentteformistzliubs such as FC United of Manchester
and AFC WimbledorClubsvho have(re) entered thefootball league systerandthose

transformationalist clubsvho seekalternative, autonomous contexts fdne game

Bocial entrepreneurigtlubsare definedasthosewho do not resist the logic of
commodification persg 6 dzi | NB LI NI 2F | NBF2N¥AaG G
enterprisesin contemporary cultureTheseDIY projecthave beerestablished tacheck the
corporate interests ofootball and arecommittedto WYommunity investmer@In this sense
the authorsgroupthese projects witin a widertrend of emergent forms obDlYbanking,

housing and food cooperative. Here, community runprojects have been developdshsed
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on ideas ofdcalismtand Wocialinvestmenand have beetorn to counterthe relentless

interpenetration of transnational companiegthin the fabric ofeveryday lifg(2016.

In this regard, he vast majority bwider literature on contemporaryootball fan resistance
outlined thus faris focussed on thi®ocialentrepreneuria2endency These DIY projects
offer fansa sense otivic identity and community associatiohheyare also areaction
against the recent hypecommodification of the gameHowever this trendis also
indicative of the ambiguities dHew localisnmfwithin grass roots sporand beyondlt is
therefore worth consideringat this pointhow reformistmovemenswhich seek bottom up
sustainableenterprises within pre-existingmarket'sporting logicsand structureshave

dpreserved and even extendedmmodifed social relations(Kennedy &ennedy2007).

The Limits of Reformsmin the Alternative Soccerscae

¢ KS ydzYSNRdza &adzZlJLJ2 NI SNEQ fordhe &ast fardPddeades ¢ K A OK
andhavesuccessfully challenged the governance of the game at tHarehinother formal

political institutiong, point to the efficacyand agency of fans calling for reforms to t@me

(Barber &Williams 2002;Clelard & Dixon 2015 Brown, 2011, Numeratq 2019). However,

as much as thesgroupsandthe NB F 2 NY A & 1 WLIK 2 Bigf BIEfootbéalldeveé Q F 2 dzy
shapel the trajectory of modern football, in remaining within the existing structures of

power they can often instigate opposite or adverse consequetmdiseir activistagenda.

GoldblatQa @ NJiKS WYSIyAy3a | yR offdrsicitigabdighgifio 9y 3 A &
the differingperspectivesne can draw from aeformistW5 L, SO KA OQ sUucRSYy (G A FA ¢
emergentWocialentrepreneuir |-cfulin this regard Rather than forming a vanguard of

resistance to modern sport, hidentifiestheir recent success & LJ- Belkbuitld & 2 Wdzi A 2 v
indicative of thespirit of entrepreneurial urban development under New Labouthe late

1990s Hedescribes this aaneof A 6 SNI t (i ddiepidatedsécial Masphyisi&as

capitalof the nation would be rebuilt bindividualg (2015: 166). In making this distinction
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Goldblatthighlights the complexitgf fan resistancfound in FC Unitedsindicative of a
GRAAGAYOG OdzZf GdzNBE 2F O2YYdzyAlue Sy3al 3SYSyi
performance, a recreationral areinvention that attempts to capture the best of old

football and its civic identitie€x(Ibid: 170). With this in mindit is germane to return tothe
relevance oNumeratdQ & @avi@idddalls for a need to analyse the lack of widespread
change brought about by fan activism in the UK desgijaificantrepresentation and

culturalvisibility.

(Y

TKS WLINE TS a 2ANBWHH (ARl HHFGiAAZ2YWO ST YURF WAy alAlGdziAazy £ A

clubs in the UK has served a dual purp®ailst such recognitiohas gventheseactivist
initiatives a legitimacynd gravitasit hasalso stymiedhe potentialreformswhich could
havebeen achieved(see alsdMalcolm, 2000Martin, 2007;Nash 2001). With theseissues
in body and minglit is importantfor wider researchin the alternative soccerscaye
critically consider the limits or marginal gains which have been possible WitifitmmistQ
fan movementsAlsq how thistendencybolsters discourses fahe need for sekeliance
andWOK2 A OS YU | AY JnhipO 2 ¥ yidsfl Slizty(Gep@0igS v &

Highlightingthe potential limitations ofsocialentrepreneurialisn within the alternative
soccerscapéeads ugo a wider philosophicajuandarywhichinformsand definesmy
researchabout 3SEThis positioraskswhat alternativefootball initiativeshave been studied
whichdemand to beoutsideof the current structurs and systems of modern football

What kind of sporting or politicalansformationsdo they envisagand achiev@ Whose
voices have beeprivilegedand why? Also,what forms ofcounter cultural resistance can be

found and analysedwithin suchtransformationaffootball activistcontexts?

Bocial Transformationalis@

Forthe purposes oy researchit is germane tomovetowardsthe other end of the

continuumof resistanceadentified byNumerato asctivismthroughfootballand by
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Kennedyand KennedwsDIY4ocid transformationalisi@Here fiercelyautonomous

independent clubsind initiativeshave emerged which reject all aspects of commercialism

and commodificatiorwithin contemporaryfootball culture. Drawing upon the cluster of
recentpublications about these autonomous clubs anfbrmalactivistnetworks Kennedy

and Kennedwrguethat transformationalisffootball activistprojects fosterd I £ 0 SNI I G A @S
social relations that are irreconcilable with a social system that views passsve

consumers of theommodities it produces andalsoform) a collective will to break with

the prevailing polical economy of late capitalish(2016: 44. Bypladng emphasis on

WwO2f f SOU A JSengedderkd throudgthBuch effditeadttdrsdetail howWocial
transformationalisf@h & o0 dzA f G 2y W a&dminatiomK I NIRE2 WREDEH/ Frusay it OF
(2016:67).Included wihin this sportingcounter-culture are the keycomparativecase

studiesto 3SRwvhichinclude the UK based clubs of Easton Cowbayd Cowgirls F@nd
Republicdnternationale Alsq{ G 2 O] BRIF Y Q&

For Kennedy and KennedRlY'8ocial Transformationalisrbffers a sporting space to build
communities which rejedhe structures of mainstream football and build communal

collective horipntalist practices on the termgefined bycommunity membersThese

developand nurtureforms of association which subvert the norms and values associated

with football as a commodity formPdizi 2 y 2 Y2 dza Q 3I NI & & siBsléfided Y2 S Y S
asOf dzoa ¢6K2aS WwWolyl 2F ¢St GdK Aa LINSRAOIFIGSR 2
Wommunity nee@Thus, transformingfootball is framed as a social political project within

such movementsHowever within suchpositivistanalyss there is a stark omission of how

attitudes on the field of play and the structure of the game itself are transforriiedt all)

within these emergenalternativesclubsand initiatives Equally what issues of exclusion or

tensions this may bring up for thesnvolved in such projects?

An @Qutonomousalternative clubnetwork(ls explainedy the authorsas an intervention
into the amateurgamein order to ensure thatil KS & L2 NI NBYIF Ay a Wl O00Saa
irrespective of ethnicity, class or gender, but not what practical steps are necessary to

ensure thigs the caseThis lack ofritical attention to the complex human relationships
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occurring within social transformationalisisa limitation of their work. Their emphasis on

GKS Y2NB ljdzh YGATFTAIFIOE ST NIXrGA2yFfAaSR 2N Fdzy Ol
WO2YYdzy Al @& dza ST dzZ yémgasalydichidyiairesiStan& od¢dring 2 F T I G
therein. Or worsestill, it failsto considerBlind spotgin such resistancwith regards tathe

reproduction ofpatriarchy, ableism andther forms ofprivilegein football activism

The transformationalist trendhighlighted abovil £ A 3y a A 0K YdzZKy Qa NXKAT ;
compendiumof Left-Wing Botballfirst published in 2010Here healsosuggests that

football activism withirthesetransformationalistD 2 y (i 8ab beda urique combination of

social learning, political education, community building, and sheer pleas(2@10: 2627).

2 KSGKSNJ o{C KlIa (KS LRGOGSYyuArt G2 LINROGARS I d
Wa20ALt £SFENYAYyIQ: WOBMINDezy Keyiabenue difjuinfoAing3 Q | Y R

research.

However, despite the meritsfo 2 i K Y dzKy F y R l(irkb8ngingShéseSRe aQ 62 N
transformationalprojects to the foran the alternative soccerscapthey fail to consider

fully the complex processes social actors enter into when realising such projects in the

everydayIf thesefootball activistA Y A U A F G A @S& I NBE YINJSNER 2F | f
andare dthe most visible vestiges of an alternative, collectivist approach to life in the
Fd2YAaSR &2 OASiA SAE01618)lthén mbrd nugdreed analysk heads to €

be applied. | therefore takénto account the multiple competing voices which congatu

these movementand the difficulties invived in realising 3SF

Projects aiming to transform football often do so in competing and often ambivalent.ways
ThereforetK S& | NB | WT NJ @ald§e/ KoSsRkoviskngMinied, RA215. The
emergent nature of thesalternativeclubdinitiatives and the uncertain foundations of their

transformationalethos when faced with the demands of wider membership, points to
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profitable (or given the subjectanti-profitable) avenues for further studyTherefore my
researchhopes to complicate neat analysissafchDIYcollectiveprojectsand show the

contortions and contestations which are occurring in football activism

Eschewindop-down analysis, it is within what Crossley and Edwards (2016) determine as

0 KS Wy A(ihat whicrdNakaittéride® social actors interactiptimat | position my

researchinto 3SF. This will give focus to hplayersmake sense of the contestatierwhich

have characterised 3SF over recent years as it has become a codified and structured form of
Wit GSNY I GAsReshedd2 A BSd d DPaGKS fAOSNIFNAFYAAY ©
NEaAadl yOS Y2 JSIVSFyFiIA GaSA Y Lyt 2BY. ReEiidies likevnpn¥

will enrichour understanding of the complex social fields involvedatiernativeactivist

projects seekingo engendemlYsocial tranformation through football

3SF provides site throughwhich Icritically consider relatetd & a SNl A2y a 2F Wwaz2 OA
f AOSNI I NA I yAaYQQartheily Widdeakeyof thalBeindtive lsdddenscape

It alsoexplicates further how DIYtransformative agendaare defined by its members on

their own terms.As suchmy researctseeks tanvestigatewhat Harratives of resistanc@

emerge fromthe playershemselvesand whetherthey perceive their actions as part of a

wider movement folastingchange Also, how this may relate texperiences of the hyper
commodificationof football. In short,my prgect hopes to uncover whether the gansan

0S O2Y&AARSNBR |a LI NI 2F | ySig2N] 2F O2dzyi
least reveal the possibilities to transcend what we experiamuger capitalis@ 6 YSYy SR& 9

Kennedy 201642).

Thus far, this chaptdras argued for a recognition of the discursive nature of resistance
within footballactivism It hasalso identified the key scholarship weh has attempted to
FylFfteasS F22@8% Nt AYA WHSEG tadRtAilEn2 sh8aldmplexity

‘2 AGKAY [2YR2yQa FfGSNYIFGAGBS a200SNEOI LIS TF8ehth KSNJ & dzR
East London, are needdsee Panton & Walters, 2016)
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found within the alternative soccerscapand the need for further studies into this
WFNF IYSyYy i DR f. ld3AR RA Ly 1IShaiatell will novi third (crifc Al tBviardg
the few ethnographic studies which have facia SR 2y LX I @ SNBQ SELISNRA Sy

soccerscape.

.

From'Excessive Fais WIREOSaaA dS tfl &aSNRARQ

For Fiskelexcessive fandofis andactive, enthusiastic, partisan, participatory engagement

with the textt. Theseexcessive fang§ R Ndistinct lines between who, whathey are fans

of, and what they are n@t(19897). The productive capacity and level ebcialinvestment
demonstratedby manygrassroots and setirganisedootball ¥an-activist€tetailed thus far

therefore can beregarded aséxcessivereadef® ¥ (G KS 3 Y S dootha Bl WwWEE 0S5 3 &
have confronted hean the increasing detachment of eliprofessionaktlubs from their

local communiies They havestablifhied alternativeclubs and organisations whiete

thought to better reflect and uphold civic values of community and socadlectivity;

however idealisednd nostalgithese concepts may be.

Througha surveyof the existingstudiesof theseparticipatoryfan-led projectsand networks
we can identify howootball fandomis situated within a posindustrial cultural discourse of
heritage, localism and belonging. Also, hthe gameprovides a¥eflexivespace to re
imagine, build and sustain societal alternativeshe current sportingorder. In this sensetfi
is important tocontinue togive space to the fan voicddowever, he creation of alternative
forms andcontextsin which toplayfootball shouldalso bea vital partof studiesinto

football activism My researchmakes a valuableontribution in this regardlt will highlight
the personal narratives ancbllectivecultural meanings inscribed into sutfansformative

projectsthroughastudy ofthe ¥xcessivelayer<bf 3SE

SMy projectiny 2 g1+ & ¢gAaKSa (2 o02f ailiSN) dzyKSt LIJFdzf RAOK2G2YASa
fan culture (Porter2019) compared to that of the individualised disinterested, efug LILIA ViF £ Yy @QLI2 &
cognoscenti (Giulianotti, 1999 0r between notions of@ive and passive relationshifgo the game (Cleland,

2010).
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DAGSY GKS 2y32Ay3 NBf{SOKYDSGRSNEI NANSI ¢S A RL ¢
dzyAGe 0SisSSy (K2aS ¢K2 LI NIOAOALI GS 300y &L NI
| therefore place my researcimto 3SFwithin the body of scholarshigvhich has emerged

since 201Mwith regard to‘glayeractivigperspectivesThis body of work highlights how
amateurparticipation inalternative footballcan also act aadistinctform of dissent and

embodiedresistance®

I a4 ¢ d4@02®Bd¢idieusiant Y I f BAAa 2F WTF 2 ZhésdimmeisedOl LA G £ Q
playerperspectiveoffer opportunities for distinct forms of engaged researtithis

regard, he largely auteethnographic approaches employed thus iiathe fieldintertwine
player€personal experiences with detailed social historiealtdrnativeclubs andplayer
activistinitiatives However a major limitation of existinditerature is thatthese studies

eschew the plurality of voicashich areplaying for social change football. My research

will attempt to address this imbalance.

Of particular relevance my researchinto 3SFare thejournalarticles found within the

special issue dBport in SocietR SRA OF G SR (2 WwW5L, cCc22G0lffY (GKS
ol aSR ¥F220o0 !l Ihthis edifiodzr&vidrksdby Tusk@raiading the difficulties of
AyailuAabdziAyd WAyYyOf dzaA @S Of dzo Odzf G dzNBEQ gAGKAY
history ofthe Leedsbased socialist club Republica Internationale FC; McMahon and

{AYLA2Y Qa4 NBmohISYI NP KMIAREE YaRKIST W NAaG2f QaQ 91 &
/ 263ANI AT YR YdzKyYy | yR 52f 1 Q&enderfaodhall@libdzRe 2y
17 SK in StockholrV. dzK y Q& SskudyR @za ¥ &6 O S N20@A jinclidés Qirsdryii | G S Q
descriptions of theclub casestudies | will now survey. Howevetrwas not until thisgpecial

issu&2hat extensiveplayerauthored accounts receivedider academic attention in the UK.

8 This is equally important given that the nascent actisigtiete research paradigm (as identifibgt Boyloff
(2016, 202, is largely based on elite and professional practitioners
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Easton Cowboyand Cowgirls FC

Since 201lthere have leen a number of studies intie activities of theBristolbased

alternativesports club Easton Cowboys and Cowgirls2 A fndie? pll§iéationabout

Eastonchartsthe establishment of the alternative football clulbthe early 1990svhich

offered (for thoseinvolved I  ONXzOA I f a LI OS (2 SELX 2NB K2g al
democracy, free social spaces and internationalism can be practically developed outside of

GKS O2yaidNIAyGa 2F T2 NNrKuhnROIFISSETA I A OA G L2t A
uncompromisingion-hierarchicahature of the clubs approado football meant players
GNBFdzaSR (GKS NRfS 2F Y2NIlf LINBFIOKSNBRT AyaiaSt
2 dzNJ 0 20211858 Althoud thisnon-didacticpolitical approachis not expanded upon

by the author, hisstudybrings to light thedifficulties alternativefootball clubs encounterin

re orienting the ethosof playin footballaway from theWin at al cost€imentality which

pervades competitivéwo-sidedfootball. Equally the studypoints to thecomplexpolitics

involved inbalancing inclusion ansporting excellence througén alternativefootball club

primarily formed tocreate networks of solidarity andommunity.

Anumber of peer reviewed aotethnographies andocial histories by current and former
playershavesubsequentlydetailed how Wctivismthrough¥ 2 2 (iab Eatoh h@s led o
tangible changes in the worldeeSimpson and/icMahon 2012 Simpson2015. Simpsof a
(2016)W¥natomy of anAlternative 9.J2 NIi & O fudber@hsightin® Shélilpacts of

91 ad2yQa ididedwhidh ha®d beemuk Hyicurrent and former playsr Thishas
included the raising of over £100,000 fdfiptik aZapatistaled partnership to secure clean
water in theChiapagegionof Mexica Theplayerl dzii KirheEsi@dnin the minutiae of
Eastonclub culturealsogives a firshand account of the complexities of the nascent
sporting democracgt Easton and the emergent forms of community activieund there
Alsq of the internal critiques within the clubmembershipin the wake of tours of Palestine
AlthoughSimpsoreNH dzS &  9iggéastiazhjegeient has been teate a sense of
ParticipatorycommunityQthisis left loosely definedand without theoreticalyrounding)

Thisterm thereforeincludes a broad spectrunfrom local political campaigningpousing and
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supporting asylum seekerslrinkingat the local Jamaican puthrough toraising funddor a
F2N)YSNI LI lcBaBtNa O y OSNJ

Ascommunity activisscholay Ledwith contendsdii A a AYLI2aaiaoftS (2 WwWoS
situating ourselvesvithin the lives of those with whom we research in secidtural

L2 € AGA Ot 605MvtlEsredadrgd déspite ther pratical and embodied experiences

foundin the playerauthor accountof Easton, we arsitill left to questionwhat the
NEASFNOKSNRa LRaAAGAZ2y A | NB A lubNRdallyfiow2y G2 K
experiences oéctivismmay differfor its playingmembers aside fronthe prominentvoices

included in the studiedn order to obtain a mor&inatomica{playersurvey it igherefore

necessaryo find out what is inested in the clulbby other playerson their own terms

A lack ofdistance between author andksearch camead to anW’ 2 NI NLILugttNthieQ

research subjedfas identifiedwithin critiques ofD dzA £ A | y 2 (1 G A ethyogaphidNl & ( N y
work into football hooliganism on the terraces of Scottish football intB80s(see Free,

Inglis & Hughsor005). Thidack of critical distanceandan overaffiliation with the actions

of a goup can leado omissiors of typical events which have become normetiavithin the

social grougMadPhail 2004 Hammersley 8tkinson 1983) Thisis adivot within which
existingstudies into Eastoalsofall. TheseaccountsF | A f (2 WoftrifigSetie G NI y 3 S Q
alternativefootball clubs social initiativeshich are the object of researchihe descriptive

narratives of such studiesto Eastortherefore may offer amaccessiblgjournalisticentry

point, however,theydo little to assuage images of the heroic mirépid masculinist

authorial voice Equally the lack d rigoroustheoreticalgrounding and thedilure to

considerhow football may limit the forms of glitical solidarityengenderedare crucial

omissiondrom currentresearchinto the cluh

Republica Internationale FC
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Alongside Eastorthere area number of playeauthoredstudiesabout Republica

Internationale FCThis isan expliciti*BocialistFootball clufounded in Leeds in the early

1980s It wasalsoformed asan escape fronthe strictures of formal political activism

Indicative of the developing networksetween alternativepolitical footballclubsin Europe

theyjoined Easton on a numbef political solidarity tous. Alsothey helpedto stage
alternativefootballtournamentsii K NB dzZ3 K G KS WCNBSR2Y intthé NR dzZAK C
mid-2000s(Totten, 2011)

Taking a more toglown approacho club ethosand outlookthan EastonRepublicaaccept
membersbasedsolelyon an adherenceto a ocialist club manifest@ They als@rganisel
voluntarycommunity workthrough the cluband for a short while producediaassociated
fanzine Through the lived experiences of Republica players past and present, key questions
are askedn thisresearchabout the long term sustainability of fostering an inclusive

socialst football clubin the UK. Alshow alternative clubhave tocontend withawidening

player groupandthe fluctuating commitment tahe club ethos ofléft wing political
solidarityQTottey Q& & 2 O af Répubkcaharéf@eNiither enhances our

understandings of the travails and political machinations required in sustaining and
developing aralternativefootball clubasit Wf 22 aSyaQ FTNRY AdGa 2NAIAYL
membership(2015).

UtilisingLedwitlQ@2 y O S LJG 2 B A W B, RBplitkidBjdnditQffiliated networkof

clubs) it is arguedprovidesk  WLINJ O G A Oflwhat @Waatiz®it KINRAFDK cah2 2 G0 | f f
mean in the 2% centuryfor playersandthe community Key to suclefforts atgractical
educatiorQTotten detailshow manyplayers struggled to contend with internal tensions

relating to racism and the hyper competitive atmosphere in the local league structure

Equally the difficulties in providing inclusive spaces for new playetis iwtersectional

identitieswithin normativeamateur footballcontexts This points tahe need forfurther

analyssinto suchdifficultieswhich willalsobe covered in my discussiah 3SF.
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Tuckef (2015)later researchoffers avaluablecomparative studyvhich isbased uporhis

decade of playingxperiences with Republica aatsothe attempts madeby the authorto

replicatethis alternativeclub culturein the context of Teside amateur footballHere he

I dz3 Y Sy (i & stud@td sugygstihadocialistsporting culturels one found in the

everyday, where theory is confronted wjthnd augmented byeveryday practice and

socialmorest KA a | fAIya gAGK ¢ 200 Guyaidismiagdgdlitikal dzR A y |- f
praxi€iound at the Hamburgbasedalternative clubSairkt Pauli In this workhe argues fans

KF@dS 6SSy FotS (2 SyranNayARGANIIING 2RMES (RASOMHED NE-20WYQ 2
professional football club (20)3However, despite the analytical strengths of the

ethnographic researctmto Sainki  t I dzf A Ay GKS OF asS 2, bothwS LIdzo
I dz K2N&E FlLAf (G2 AyOfdzRS GKS @2A0Sa 2F 20KSNJ
WLRETAGAOIE OGA2yaQ 2y GKSANI 246y GSNXao

| address this omissioim my work by privileging the voices of the 3SF community and
offering the opportunity for players to articulatevhat 3SFneans on their own termsis

¢ dzO1 SNJ I yR ¢ 2 (j20B)yueher calabdpalivestudies inio evider community
sport developnent projects show, critical activisesearchers with their long term
commitment to both praxis and production of knowledge have a responsibility to challenge
the overwhelmingly positive reports of creating inclusive spaces and networks of solidarity
through alternativefootball clubs Therefore, \hilst advocaing forthe importance of the
FreedomThroughFootballinitiatives(whichprovide a safe space for those excluded and
victimised n mainstream sporting contexXtsthe strength of theabove authorsvork is

found in efforts tocomplicate(at least to a small degre@pgiographicaandrocentric

analses whicHail to acknowledgehe demographic homogeneity within alternative

football movementgseeCauldwell 2011).

Of Cowboysand Critique

Forfellow activistresearcher®olk and Kuhyd IGbs such as the Cowboys should not be
2dzRISR 2y GKSANI FoAftAdGe (G2 FOKASGS wWLRftAGAOL
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ideas into practice and act as conduits for their spread both localh\gdahd®2 6 I t £t €€ O H AN Mp
444). The abov@layerstudiessurveyedin this regardundoubtedlyoffer examples of how

DI¥football has fostered and nurturedeft wing(playingcommunitiesaway from formal

political and sportingontextsin the UK They also showow football can provide a

Practical educatiofifor playersin the latent discriminatory nature afompetitivetwo sided

football. Alsothe difficultiesexperiencedn balancing inclusion and competitiaomthese

alternative playing contextdhesesinguhbr alternativeclub case studiesherefore show the

power of direct actiornin sportoverabstracted theories for social change.

However there isaneed tofurther detail the intricacies and contradictions which constitute

such societal &rnatives.Also,to accountfor the pluralityof voices wio shapetheseclubs.
Thisadditionwithin my researchwill help tounderstandhow footballis experiencel in

these alternative contexts beyond broaadill-defined concepts o®olidartyCand

Womradeshi®@We should remember thatachplayer maynot feel the same as those who

FSSt SYLRESNBR Sy2dzaK 02NJ KI S I @oepbaizSR & dzF F A
authoritatively about theirs and othdrJS 2 Léxgei®acesAlsq that the plurality of

WSEGSaak | & S NHéemotatetBeSdntedfddad fragmentednature of cultural

projects seeking to engender social, cultural and political transformation from below.

In summary, acording tothe existingplayerauthoredliterature, dternative contexts within
whichtoplaytwed A RSR F22G06lftf 2FFSNI I RAAGAYOG Y2RS
4dz0 SNI FyR ljdzSaidAz2y GKS g2NI R ¢KSe& |faz2 LN
tendencieswhichact as a tool for practical aon. However, as Bott (in Kuhg011 147)

suggests, it is also important to recognise how these liberatory experiences, both quotidian

FYR fAYAYLFEZ 2FFSNI F2N¥a 2F WSNAEIFGI FNBSR2YQ
practices and structures of modesport.As suchmy research considers hoalternative

clubs may have transformed the cultural contexts in which the game is playdthizatnot

dealtwith the oppressive binary nature of competitive sport its@liismaycontinue to

exclude and restrianembership.
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a4 [ SRAGK O2yGSyRa alF (GKS2NEB 2F fAO0SNIrGAZ2Y
G2 dzyA@SNBEIIfA&AS SELSNASYOSa &KILISR o0& 3ISYRSN
ability, entrenches those divisions still furthief2005 255). With theseglossylimitations in

body and mind, my research wibmplicateexistingy I NNJ G A @S & adithet A 6 S NI 0
alternativesoccerscapdt will highlight theambivalentnature ofalternativecompetitive

WA y O ftedrmi Spadisuddl their associated hierardaswhich may replicate normative
sportingenvironmentsand preventparticipation In bringing thigroductivetensionand

ambivalence to the forany researclaligns with wider sociologicastudies that critically

guestion the logic that participation in sport can contribute to inclusive social chp@gse,

or as act aatool of social cohesiofKelly 2011;Long &Sanderson2001, Donnelly,

Atkinson, Byle & Szto, 2011, Lyras & Peacl#911; Elling, Knoppers & De Knd@905;

Black 2010; Coalter2015.

As Mckay suggests, many authors highlight the rich detail of specific case studies but fail to
guestion the4brmCbf sporting practice whit surrounds these efforts (199217).

Therefore, thefollowing sectiorof this chaptemwill survey existingtudiesof projects within

the alternative soccerscape vdh haveactivelyWansformedfootball(utside of formal

institutions, pedagogical frameworkandtop-down sportingorganisatims.

WlternativeCFootballWorld Cups

TKSNBE I NE | (aied®BE5RNEPR WHZIEQONI YR G2dzNY I YSyda
inclusivecultural contexts for players and fans to come together aroantateurfootball.

These include the Homeless YWbCup, Balon MondiaJeéhe Amsterdam World Cup,

CONIFA-ootball CuggseeBurdsey2008; Rockwoo2020, Football4Hop&ommunity

Football Days and FURD affiliated eveseeStone 2020. Existing scholarship has thus far

looked at these alternative football tournaments from an events management perspective,

and to highlight wider efforts aturturing spaces ahclusivity and representation within

football culture (see GannettKaufman, Girk & McGarvey, 2014;ong, Pantaleon & Bruant
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2006; Schulenkorf & Edwards, 2Q01RBoweverthere ismuchwork to be dme with regards

to analysis othe potential lastingimpacts of suckevents.

Whilst thesealternative footballtournaments may creat&hultifocakevents focussing on

messages gbeace, reconciliation and community cohesion they also largely replicate the
hierarchies and binary configurations of mainstream sporting praciicese include

knockout formats which privilege achievement amahntifiable resultsThere are however,

aselect number ofilternativetournamentsg A G KAy G KS WI y I Nohich ad T2 20
playaugmentedforms of football(includingthe staging of showcasgSFeventg. These

includethe Mondiali Anti Razzisstir V! sRadMa G 2 2NI R / dzLJQX 5@yl Y2 2 A
Witernative/ dzlWSIJdzo f A OF Q&4 WE¢KS Cf @Ay InthedbDdzA Q | YR
Wl £ G SNY I @d 8 erdefx@ fysteldtiBasgheresof sportinginclusion, political

solidarity and antracism) teams may be randomised, ruldsierarchiesaand structures

subverted and the goals ofootball playre oriented towardscomradeshipreciprocityand

fun (Kuhn2011; Totten2016). But akeyqguestion remains as tbow these games are

experienced.
ForTotten, playingin thesealternativefootballS @Sy Ga aAa | LINRPOS&aa 27F ¢
GK2 LI NOHAOALI GSXAG SyYyaISYyRSNAE | ONARGAOF f O2ya

ONR G A Ot LINIHéweverd believesipentinént to iat@rrogatefurther what forms

2T WONRGAOIt O2yaldrazdzaySaaQ ohheWelddpbh & Q | NB
and how long they malast Alsg what the perceived outcomeare for players without a

prescriptive dogma to adhere w@fter such eventdaMy projecttherefore seeks to disover

through 3Sknd its associatedlternativeWorld Cup tournamentshether the'\€xcessive
player€involvedfind the normativespaces, structures and forms of mainstream football as
irreconcilablewith their revolutionaryagendasand longer termsportingaims Also,

whetherthe opportunitiesto collectively transfornfootball are in facttransient moments

of experimentationwithout lasting impact
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Liminality

In seeking to answesimilar questionsis thosedetailedabove Sterchele an®aint. £ | Yy OF G Q&
(2015 ethnography othe Mondiali Antirazzistin Modena offers a significastudywhich
detailsexcessiveplayer experienceat an alternativefootball tournament” Described by its

F2dzy RSENF QA& fWIF2NHzY F2NJ ALI2NIAXSKSNSE ARSIHa 27
0 KNP dz3 K LJ-BHl#ski (i Kui0ild: P4§) e Mbndiai hasevolved over the last

two decadeghrough feedack fromparticipatingalternative football clubs, ultréan

groups,migrant teams and political activesivho alsoshape the eventormat and content

In analogous ways to the recent evolution of the London based 3SF leagiotitkalihas
introducedW R S & BIfiMktikel to tempersportingcompetition This hasncluded mixed

gender pickup teams, selfefereeing, penalty shootounatches(instituted from the
quarter-finalsonwardg, and the award of multiple prizes for cliB®mmitment to social

causes and antiacist initiativegather than athletic endeavousr sporting excellencé

Throughil K S | dzielst/élillerviews and field observatiofgmthered over the course
of asevenyear study, SaintBlanat and Sterchelalign with Numerato to shovinow
alternativeWA vy i S N dzf { dzNJ dffer Zefexiveddité for plFy&rsita quedtion a Q
received forms andbgicsof competitive football Theiranalysis includeinterviews with
players on the difficulties of bringing togethsucha diverse group of football activistalso,
how altering the competitive structures of football has provided various challenges to
player€<previousexpectationsof playing sportThe® are key themes whichekplorein
understanding the recert NS ¥ 22NMJ SURRDS &Rigjachblly afBF. Alsphow playing

the gameconfronts similarexistentialissues ofloxicsportingcompetition and structure.

"There is mch value in placing this specific tournament within the wider cultural context of municipal funding

L2t AOASA 2LII2NIdzyAde ( 2aabiNik RegiEdgliatagloRanditheFireagk df t £ Q Ay a2
networks between ultrgan groups and the Europeaantiracist movement (see Reoa 2008: Harvey, Safia et

al2009.
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Utilising Turners definition of liminality @a state or process which is betwiahd-between

the normal, dayto-day cultural and social states aptbcesseg. (1979:465) and therefore

Fa | aAdsS 2F WNI RA GhiitBlani furthér dekall hbwi(ieKOS - W HiySINEO K S f
structuNB Q RIdndidl jtdvidesatransientsite totransformfootball along the

continuum of sportgamesplay.TheyS E LJX | Ay T dzbliickuBddpdtte practizel’ S

enable participants to experience bodily movements and technical moves as a pleasure per

se rather than instrumentally oriented to the aekement of whatever goal ¢ H1A8u p Y

ThisWR S & LJ2tnddsfarhalidR 61 football blurs the distinction®f achievement, inclusion,
celebration, solidarity and enjoymerithe effects of suctransformatiorsin 3SFwill be

explored further inChapter Shrough the use 0® A O K 6 S NHc@f&porishdbdzlf S O

Considering the dearth of acadensittidies into DIrojects which are actively reshaping

the practiceof football, myresearcth & ySOSaal NAf & | caNBr&dei¥fiy a S (2
sociacultural analysis dlle-sportizedZootball in such quotidiarontexts(2015).In this

regard my projectfurther questiors what players are confronted with whilst playiaghew

form of the game.Moreover,if such embodied experiencésve led to any wider forms of

WONR GAOFE O2yaOA 2 durtifebta thifmy 2ebBartlintd 3SEll &3k ihatl OG A 2 y
the Wfterlive<bf such alternative sporting practices are beyond the liminal moments of play

and spectaculaone-off events

Besportiz- G A 2y Q

Through the collectiveevelopment ofan alternativeinclusive form ofootballin 3SFa

process oftlesportizationChasoccurred® Thisamorphous termisRSTAY SR o6& DNBSy
(deliberate) loosening of rationalised and boundamgking sports forms in favour of more

playful and inclusive configuratioa$Green 1997:37). The termhasbeen liberally applied

to wider soap-sportingtrends which promote inclusivity and nenolent appoaches to

9 Concerted efforts have long existed to counter the hyper competition and achieveani@mitation found
within modern sports practice, from theroletkultpropulsions of the Soviet Unighrough to the inclusion of
Parkour in PE lessons at schaa@d Riordan, 198@uttmann 1994;Eichbeg, 1998 et al)
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martial arts (Sanche@arcia & Malcoln2010; \an Bottenburg & Heilbron2006); it has also
been used inthe study ofresistance to encroachirfgrmalisationand codification in

lifestyle and extreme sports (Gilchrist & Wheat@011; Thorpe & Rinehart, 2013; Wheaton
2013); alsoto the re-emergenceand adaptation of folk/traditional games in schools
(Malcolm, 208; Stokvis, 1992; DeKoven, 20085 S & ai®ridiagfurther been identified
within the deliberateCestablishment of a number of mixegender team sports over the last
three decades, including Intercrosse, Tchoukball, Touch Rugby, and Koeiball (s
Costantinou, 2010; V&ottenburg & Vermeulen, 20)1Third-sectorand sport-for-
development initiatives havalsodzii A f A 8 SR @I NA 22%R QF 7 FiFthed, 2 ¥ f WRS A
whether alternative forms of football can still be considetgportQdamef‘PlayQor even
BportQin their augmented state is something which has concemiglgr scholar$ip (see

J. Rockell & Palmer 2011Sterchele2011).

Setting thesedebates aroundportingtaxonomy asidemy research will ask whetharmhat
DNB Sy tiefdibédte Bbsenin®@ F2dzy R 6 A 8 R®Q yharig®Rdstnet)2 NI A 1
philosophical and reflexive position altomodern competitive team sport fahe players

involved? Also what have been the effects of such refoiimshe sporf

Despitethe wider prevdence ofcase studies 0¥ R S a LJA NEBtdfddele (2015)sefully

identifies four common feazNB a 2 F 02 5ol [J2 Bl KRiyalsbREpK to

GKS It GSNYFGAGS a200SNBOHHIZOI ¢K888 bNEKSIH KIS dzd
eventssuch as film screenings, seminars, artibkions and music evestwhich are staged
alongsidesports), an overlapping of spectators and players in and around the field of play,

the downplaying of competitivenesand the creation of mixed ability/gendeeams.

Utilising this frameworko assess recent reforms ®5FHn London(alongside associated

O2y OSLJia 2F WKS3ISY2yA (aopétydontriputeffcuhddgandiggS Q Y I & C
of wider trends ol Rigbrtizatior(ln alternativefootball and howtheseare negotiated in

everyday settings
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That footballmay needi 2 0-§port#RFEEQ Ay 2NRSNJ G2 F2a0SNJ GNF y:
d20AL0AfAGE YR AyOfdzaAzys auStta dza Fo2dzi 0
form of bodilypractice and social relations in breaking down barriers and addressing social

A & & ¢@Brahéle, 2015197) Further to this contentionit is important for my research to

explorehow playergerceive thdimits of mainstream sportgiven the need for an

alternative. This line of inquiryorces us to considdurther the exclusorysymbolic violence

of competitive sportand the obscure nature of resistance to swgortingcapital. These

issues will bexpanded pon in my second literature review chapteith Bourdieuand

Lefebvre

Ludus vs Rida? Ritual vs Record®Ild Questiors New EthnographicContexs.

3SF is not immune fromme W2 (i 2 f 2 3 A O fdetalistl Gt dHedinhigglbftieeview
chapter.However, in additiorto thisambivalenceoverthe last three decades, thgame

hasalsobeen underging a process o K & O2 dzf R osPortiRtEQMNA 6 SR | a W
WesportizationQAs previously detailedktS 1 S N (GUARZLY2ONIAART Y2 aild O2YYz2y
to the work of Elias and Dunning, whose pieriaglongue dureestudies sought to

understand how games developed from pastime to sport in modern culture. Howeyss, |
itinabroadera Sy 4S G2 dzyRSNEROGFIYR gKIG DdzidYlyy 02 dz
WFNRBY NARGdzEf (2 NBO2 NR QD my resgach wilkconsidetbs® OSa a A
the gamehasbeentakenby playerson as a ppular sporting practice anaeplicatedmany

of thS acllevementorientedvalues and codified structures of competitive sport

(Guttmann 2004. Concurrentlyit will study howvarious consensual and reflexive reforms

have also beenmadey pl @ SN&E A Yy 2 NR SspdrtitBX) (il KIS NI WR S
detailed in the following chapteit will show the agencies amate-existing structures which

have shaped these events.

Further to this analytic focus on agency and striciung research will detail 3SF as a
cultural practicethrough which to questiothe productive capacitiesof @af 2 A dQ &6 mdc H
classigf 2 G A 2 y &Q 21Ty R Widh thigsenseit will consider thenherent
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Y Sy & befwvgeh Me meanings and valugsundin W[ dzRalzhe®anstraints based, rule
bound, outcome orientedports practicgandWt | XaBspddtdneous, improvised and
exploratory play. Pivoting around this tension in 3SRy researchwill arguehow both

forms of¥xcessive pldyffer different forms of practical and impractical consciousness in
the game Also,my research will consider hore-configurationsof playmayalsobe de-
motivating and exclusionargarless, Peacock, McKenna & Cooke32Gieen 1997
Grezzani, 2013; Richards, 1997; Sherry, 2010

Expanded in thisvay, myresearch argues f@SRo be understoodas a distinct form of
WR S & LJ2intealtei®div@ soccerscapas suchl will balance quantifiable outcome
oriented approacho ludic playalongside a more experiential analysis of the informal

political contexts of paidic pjain 3SF

Conclusion

This chapter hagroundedmy analysisof 3SF within the bound@&nd literature) ofthe
alternative soccerscape.$howedhow alternative engagements with football haved to
distinct forms of political praxis, grassots community organising aridlY
communitariansm. Further, iidentified a dearth of playecentric studiesand

problematizel the methodological approachesnployed thus far in the fieldastly, it
consdered the liminal sites of possibility engendered#gsportizdiorms of fatball.
However, in order to do justice to the complex@ly3SFas a cultural practicat is impatant
to contextualisehe game beyond the soccersca@SF marks itself asique in this regard,
given that it developed from a fre®rm, anarchic and improvised form of creative pénd
pataphysical philosophyt is an activity which is undeniably on the outer limits of sporting

epistemology ad therefore shouldbe analyseds such.

With this outlier status in mind and bodyhe followingreviewchapter(utilising the work of

Bourdieu and Lefebvre) whlegin bydevelopnga theoretical framework through which to

81



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

analysepotential resistance found within 3SRext, and02 Y a A RSNA Yy 3 / NA G OK S NI
suggestion that¢the only way to refornsportis to convert it into something else

that ceases to be spaf(1986:342)the chapterd & A &CBSIFitiSn the Wnarchoepolitics

2 T { SuidihdadIQionaryprogramof the Stuationist International
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Figurell Chromedynamic 3SF Poster November 2018 (Personal Collection)
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Chapter2.

The Production of Space, Situationism and Creative Activism

Introduction

Asdetailedin Chapter £ F22 G0l ff Aa OdNNByidiftée SELSNASYyOA
upheaval Football fans, clubs, businesses and playams eachnegotiatingdistinct

WLIK A f XaEs® WifatisBoitmeans, how it is practice@nd whatits potential social use

in contemporary culturean be(Numeratq 2019). In this regardlesportizdCalternative

W2 2 NI RprovidebpdaRunities forexcessivglayers to temporarily transform the

structuresand values associated wittompetitivetwo sidedfootball. Similarly, networks of

Wl dzi 2 y aitereativacidibs(such as Easton and Repub)ipeovide more quotidian

contexts within whictplayers are able to questiarceivedsportinglogics practicesand

hierarchies

When considemgthe wider sociological significan@d such movementkey research

guestions arise as thow these alternative sporting contexése experienced by players and
what meaning is given to such actions. This leads us to further consider wider philosophical
guestions as tavhat is at stake when we collectively develop societal alternatives (sporting
or otherwise)? In what service are suchiaties andtheir associated bodies
instrumentalisedAlso,what values and meanings are placed upon these, acidhow do

these differ across the social fiéld

C2 NJ . 2 dubldppeSrdate ofra new sport or a new way of practising an already
established sport causes a restructuring of the space of sporting practices and a more or less

complete redefinition of the meaning tatched to the various practices 0 M3G2). With
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this transformative proposition body and mind, kapter 2 will build a framework through
which to considethe exigential questions whiclare being asked withi8SF as tevhat
condi A G dzii Sa | &dvihd dafe inclSdedHrits)gradiic®

Thisreviewchapterbeginsby asking hov8SHplayers may experience a sport whicteaks

0KS KIFIoAdGa FyR Wae Yo 2 fspractica tinidgBoudtdBugher,it2 T Y2 RS
then definesthe fragmentedsocial field oBSF as a site whetevhat is at stake, inter alia, is

the monopolistic capacity to impose the legitimate definition of sporting practices and the
legitimate function of sportingg O G A(¥®X8 826)Followingon fromthe Wtruggle over

definitionQn 3SFI develop(with Lefebvre)a suitaly triadic theoretical paradignto study

the complex interplay of individual agency atslrelationshipto structural hegemony in the
HroductionKbf space within the alternative soccerscap&xt, Iplace 3SF within the wider

cultural context of theSl;a group closely allied to Lefebyiand one which developed a

distinct Marxist progrank y  LJdzNE dzA 0 2 F | WNBIW lfgamin@SFy 2 F SO
within existing scholarshipn ¥ y -SitBiationisnfandW i K&chely2 t A G A Oadn 2F f SAad
doing sq | draw comparisons wittother forms of WONB I G A @S | Olutilised 3 YQ 4 KA (

sport in transformativeabsurdand unorthodoxways.

Socal Fields and a Ne8portingGaze&

Forthe W¥xcessiveplayersof 3SEthe struggle ovewhat constitutesor definesa YégitimateQ

form (or practicg of sport isnot limited to material spaceandfields of playlt is alsooa

social arena within which struggles or manobB & ( I {(I8nkihgl 902081 E

Therefore, it remainsimportantin my researcho considerhow3SH.J @ SNBE Q S Of SO A
definitions bodily approachesand divergent experieres may be acrucial site through
whichalternative perceptions of the worldiould otherwiseremaininaccessibleln this

regard,my research seeks to discover wiity' | v 2 S atsAdui&ifin the social field of
3SFMoreover,whether 3SFplayers experience what Bourdieu has calléthatanoigQor a

Wy Sg 31 SQ,theoygh tekgSme §GeBIFD10).
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CK2NLISQa ¢2NJ] 2y (GKS O2yi0SadriArAzya sKAOK KI €
snowboardingT N2 Y |y WSEGNBYSQ O2 dzy andnsttubodzisédizNI | O
'Y R PREEDIc shéwease eventoutlines how the social field of snowboarding is a

highly fragmented and structured system of social positions, comprised of a number of
socialgroups who all give value to thpFactice in different ways (201141) Thisanalyss

canalso be productivelapplied to therecentstruggle over lgitimacy and form within 3SF

Therefore, my project will shothe social field of 3SF @®smprised of multiple, intersecting

and hierarchically positioned fieldsf individuals and groupswhich have been establistie

and contestedvertime, throughbodies andin space.

Ly GKS Oz2yaidtAailddziazy 2F F Wwaz20Alf FASEtRQ:Z . 2d
structures through which social actors apg K Sy R & 2 Q99T 15). Farleifo B IQ o

will explorethe difficuliesand tensionsncountered by3SHplayersattemptingto re-

imagine sporting space, bodily practices and (as a consequence), social rddatrons the

pre-existing structuresvailable to them

Pre-existing(and establishedyompetitive team sports and the spaces within which they

occur (both mental and physican be understood t& | @S (1 K S SNIARBY (iWa S 28 A
of practice and particula6 2 NI R 2F y2N¥X &S NBIRRIEGO2YWRRIYRGH
guide bodies though sporting spacesnd giveculturalmeaning to the embodied actions

therein. With thisthoughtin mindand body my researchi{with Boudieu) consides what

the deliberate reconfigurations of those discrete and coded woirtd3SFlo to the

experience®f those involved in the playrut another wg, my researctseeks to

understandK 2 ¢ G NJ YyaF2N¥YAYy3d GKS WR2EAO t23A0Q 2F ¥
2T L I @SNARA YR RKSDARA Mahatdey haditd orlpeérspdctizasra G A 2 V a

formed from such action®Also, how theseare made sens of.
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For Bourdieu,K S WR2EA OQ f 2 3 A Quéh a®tfat féuhdnNdotbafirdcotidyd O G A O &
goals against an opposition team and passinly to your own team) treat the boglas

Wi AYIS\WEANE Q Thisoffgys aruseful paradigro alsoaskin my researchs K I i WE A @A y -
MSY2NRSAaQ | NB ONEBI (dIEFAIDNhal &eSthei bf T (8SaNdLsh BDSRaRK S a

memorie£!° (see Chapter)7

Symbolic Capital and Cultural Reproduction3SF

Whenplayersof 3SEmpose a cultural meaning upon the social field, which in turn becomes
accepted, bolstered or legitimised as a satfdent (doxic) practice in the wider milieu (such
as that of codification or thestablishment of the normativhierarchies of comgtitive

sporting contesty then a key research question emergdgmuthow that act of enclosure is
experienced by those involvedf? this regardmy first analysishapterwill criticallyask who
isexcluded by such impositionalso,what this cantell us about the interplay between

individual agency and symbolic structuiasontemporaryfootball activism

¢ KNRdzZAK (KS waeyvyoz2fAO0Q 2NRSN) 6KAOK LISNYSI GSa
GoBYUSNY I tAaS a20AFf adGNHzOGdzZNBa | yR RS@St 2L
these subconscious schemes of perception that give meanirantbproduceparticular

gl 2a 2F R 2Ckegsdell (RB0RY2HThisHS a chuciaonsideation for my research

in askinghe extent to which it has beepossible to reach beyorsporting?a OKSYSa 2 F

LIS N S LJita teagstrmifogtball through 3SFRIso whatinherent difficultiesare found

within social practiceattempting toreachbeyondsuchpre-existingstructures anctultural

practices?

With referenceto the ways in which 3SFers haweconsciousiNE LJ A OF G SR G KS KA S

andstructures of its twesided porting cousin(such asat Triballand the 2014 an@017

10 My embodied experiences as play@searcher within the game have been key in shaping this line of
enquiry in my research
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World Cuptournament9, 1g A £ £ | LILJ & . 2WANRWSHIOMOny ahklydiR iy (20
In paticular, this willaskwhat unseen, symbolic structures govdrow playeractivist

projectsin the soccerscapdevelop Such symbolic mutually constitutive power structures

are desctbed (in relation to the subtle reproductions of inequality in the French secondary
education systernby Baurdieu and Passeron (1938 k& @entlé violence imperceptible and
AYy@AraArot S SOSKA A 2WY3A S hdaidkeOghiyFcknah ORetask of

my reseach will be to uncover where these forms doeated in3SF.

3SF a®isjuncture?

In my analysis dhe failure of 3SF to reach beyond pexisting sporting logics and

structures, it iSmportantto consider how alternativéb 6 2 R&  @relgtietityzé@rédare

suchformsas popularcultural practices In this regardmy research aligns with a widéody

2F fAGSNI GdzZNBE 2y Wt A T sfhawahieraichie? &bl stractues/of G K S A N
receivedsportingpractices affectthe foNY' > @A aA 0 AT A (& (angd&terndtide | @ Q 2
) practices(seeBorden, 2019; Dupont, 201¥Valters, 2008; Wheatar2013. Through

interviews with participants from across the social field, | mdild upon such studies to
assesswhethe83SRR T FSNA | Y2YSy( adieu HOLI2RG)EsprEBWHED NA & A & C
temporarilychallengeshe doxic modality of sporting space and the bodily habitus of

football, but ultimately doesot transform participantsnaterial social conditionsor,if 3SF

radically redefines participastrelationships to the world throughtriolectic form of

football.

My researchwill alsoconsider how 3Skn its concurrent rejection of orthdox forms of
political activism andeplicationof received sporting practicesffers multiple forms of
WRA&a2dzy Ol dzNBQ 2 NJ F 2 NIWHystereBiSh K &iaKISS NIFRaA AE2Qigy” O 20N
WKFOAGdZAQ YR WSY@ANRYYSY( QI ares bodilg Batticd y 2 dzi R
This disjunctureould leave social actors feeling k& WF A & K 2 awiig A20FK &d (i SANFIQ €

expectations, values, beliefs, dispositions, and bodily comportments that are no longer
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reflected in the imperative® ¥ (0 KS & dzNNEP Dmyhéntey &Endghish3006331630.¢ 6
In seeking to analyssuchWisjunctiveexperiencesn the gamemy researclguestiors how
participants perceive and expgence 3SF on their own terms. Alsbat physical and mental

challengesnaybe broughtup in the act oplaying®¥ R S a BJ&dibail.|

Limits of Bourdieu

Bourdieu has been criticised for a failure to considerdhpacity for individualt challenge

the sporting order, in @ctice or governanceséeGoodgerl982;Gruneay 1993; Mangeld,
2000;Therberge1991 & b2l 6t &% | I NANBI @Sa detmidesSa G KI
O 2 y OS LJi dands todréatNdeoplé as if they are properties of the system and fails to
appreciate how cultural fieldsuch as sportcontain the capacity for people/omen to

resistandOK | y3S &2 OA | £ k19982 R. SMKistkiiidoubtadBlyhiiscertain

critical applications of his workgy project aligns with that odmith Hunterandemerald

(2019 whichoffers a reappraisal of the French theor@&ontributionto the Sociology of

Sport. Thidbringsto the fore. 2 dzZNRA SdzQa SYLIK I & A & (addrheiefidsr€ WLI- NJi
agency)f social actors (see also Broy@a®05; Gorely, Holroyd &irk 2003;Light &Kirk

2000;Mahar, 1990)

Giventhat 2 dZNRA SdzQad F20dza ¢l a 2y LINI OGAOS y20 I a
which could be reapplied in areflexive cycle, thenfurther contendin my researcthow the

FLILX AOFGA2Yy 2F KAa O2yOSLIiavgeawwdasksaza®O OF L
enrichesthe potential of theory itself; revealing the dynamic interplay between practical

research and theory, between structure and autonomous agency, and between those

seeking botHdicCand PaidicCexperiences of plagemerald 2015:178).

AsHughson, Free and IngisggestBourdieu is interested in individuals agents within
the field and theyadvsedl KS Y LILJAY 3 2F | WaA20ALf GeLkRf238c
individuals as sodiagents(2005 156). In this regard, thaskfor myresearchis to chart
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suc a social typologgf agencythrough 3SFL will therefore survey howplayershave been

able to shape theame in contrasting and dynamic ljihited) ways.

Lefebvre 3SFand the Poduction of SportingSpace

As highlighted above, Bourdieusiaranalytical approackwhen applied to the experieres

of playing 3SFcan offer a tool kit to consider alternative footbalttivism @ asite of agency

(albeit bound withinthe inherited structures and forms dfa & Yo 2t AO OF LIAGF £ Q |
K| o A.Hoz&ver, iis also necessaty explorehowWS E OS & & Adortitutdf 1 @ SNE Q
imagine, appropriate, and collectivgtyoducealternative sporting space# this sensemy
researchwil O2 Yy AaA RSNJ K2¢ alLBRNIAYy3I aLI O0Sa Y2NB 3ASySI
locld 2F az2O0Alf NB .inktead) argud Datsach $pacSsysiouldibe regarded

as a social produitin; mutually constitutive of a complex of direcliyed experences,

distinct sociehistorical circumstancesand received culttal conceptions and practices.

Framed in this wg, we can begin to analyskee spaces of a wider alternative soccerscape as

critical social and politicgractices within themselves. Alsthat thesespacesare intimately

bound to a conplex interrelationship betweeform, agency and structure.

As a profitale way to analyséhis complexand to explicate the diverse meanings and

associtions for those involved in 3Shis chapterwillnowdzi Af A4S [ STSoOINBQa
the conceived, perceived, and lived spéoend inthe Wt NB RdzO (i A.dhoughts { LI OS Q
application, | wilshow how alterngive engagements withthe 38FF vy 06S 2y 0S Wl {2
G0K2dZAKGQZ | aAGS 2F YWR2YAYIOHRORYQ@ YR | F2NY

C2NJ [ STSOONBT aSIFOK a20ASGe& 2FFSNER dz2LJ Ada 29
FyFfeara | yR 2@SNF 11991:31K\Gith ik dnfedionin mBdtatty A OF G A 2 y
space ad time, my research wilhterrogatethe peculiarity and ontological uncertainty of
the spaces of 3SF adlied practic€® ® lalsocoasidér ivhat Lefebvrearanalysis of the

game can tell us about thieninal opportunities it providesasan expressive form of
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embodied political critique and reflexivespatial practiceAs such| will show 3SF as what

Lefebvre defines aan W LILINE LINA | § SRQ &oudtatd&landskcapds df SgpréR Y (1 K ¢
practice and political activism; a game that (depending oncitr@ext) hasts own

WLI NI A OdZ Yy R) @S U.ABENINR AYQ

3SFand STSo0ONBEQa ¢NAI R

Lefebvre developed a suitably threstranded approach to the complex interplay of factors

through which space is produced. His triad consists firstigpzftial practic® ® i$sknlad

G2 . 2dzZNRA S dBoxln hat if peSuplibses the use amanction of space (and

0KS 02R@0 o6FaSR 2y | ydzy&dosBdNR2Y(I YO0 YT2Ya &\6§ dlS
understandings of the use of space in everyday life; constituted by individuals and

institutions. Healsoterms this agerceived spac®and one whiclprovides social cohesion

through the reproduction of gatial forms and practices. Thesanbe found in a sporting

context through the use od football field to play said L322 NI > A 0K GKS LJX I &SN
movements aligning with a social consensus about expected behaviour and movement in

such space

SecondlyLefebvreidentifiesepresentations of spaéavhichare connected to the

dominant discourses whickurroundspace in society. Thesee conceptions which produce
forms of knowledge about space mediated thrbugystems, signs and codes. Tiken
abstracted space, a space fanchitects, engineers and urban planners. It consists of a top
down conceptual imaginan of what space is for and how it is used. Lefelalsetermed

this theWonceived spad@and in spoling environments, could be founsh the meticulous
design and planning of new stadiums and amateur sports grounds alongside the proposed
(and carefuly predicted) ways in which bodies may use and interact within such spaces. It
could alsiNB F S NJ R A NB O liab a@n alisttactedgncemdaimadslIo demynstrate

W2 Ny Qa tyordlics.2y 2 7F
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Thirdly, and most relevant for this study, asbat] S ¥ S 0 @ Nfaices db Epresetaticd

¢tKSaS INB GKS RANBOGf & f ARoSHIM, BeydreaPddud@ive Wdza S N
site of struggle (against capitalist dominatipahd aspace where alternativpolitical

imaginations are brought intthe material world. Beyond the abstract projections of the

Wonceived spad®> | YR (KS Na@Eehaddbi@l ndrndgy6iGhdrceiyed

spac&'the lived spac@s a fluid, generative and ambiguous place; a site of creativity,

agency, opposition and opportunity. ltassowhat Lefebvre termssl Yy WI LILINE LINRK | G SF
& LJI, n® hich seeks to create new possibilities ire tiverydayFurther, it is a space of

conflid; restriction and revolutionary fervour.

[ FGSN) RSOSt 2 LISROZKMRIMER K2 T SHFIKD gNBDA&#ReYED WY 2 YSY
spacélhat the possibility to realise change occurs, can be uncovered through a lived

critique of the everydayseeRogers2002:144). Thesdived spaces are what Eichbelager
RSAONAROSaA Fa |y Wdzy RS NENEhdm HedsoimdgiaeNdradica & LI OS
F2NY 2F aLRNI 1Ay (G2 o{ C 6KSNS AMRIzZIYIOMA/YIA d Y O
406).The linksthat can be madéetweenWo | f f ahdWMarkisn ADA T € 06S RNI gy
subsequently, howevem our understadings of 3SFbelieve we shouldecognise how

Wdzy R S NEaMFHomatReootball projectsarerealised inthe W dzf t & fThegeS R  a LJ O
spacesare constitutive of and shaped by pelged and conceived spaces. In chartng C Q a
NBIfAAlFGA2YSRKOR NSO &Eiiged pr&tceith all of its

contradictions and contestationsl find thistriad an appositemodel through which to

assess the gamferther in my project

In order to consider thanterplay between structure and agency, for Lefebvre, it was within
Bpaces of representatid® NJ W A OBRI & LW @OREANIZINEQ Ay i SNBSy Sa
Sy S N& drfpraddctive actionsf the body (see SimonseR005 282). Such cultural
WAYGSNIBSYGA2yaQ A yikagttaldctofiSievebgoaseéd®n theawo (1 KSa S
other gaces in thigriolectic approach Thisconsiderationis key formy analysis of the wider

social life of 3S#etailed in Chapter,7as it has been appropriated within wider artistic and

sporting discourses over the last deca@eiestions arise in thisontextas to whetheithe
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codification and reproduction of sporting vas in 3SEantherefore be defined as culture
WAY GSNIBSYAY3IQ Whprodictv&eary amssfagedd yhe lbntah
Psychogeographicaissociatedandthe Association ofAutonomousAstronauts? Alsq how
0KAAa WA yeanbdsiBehssésaetnd Qnalysed

The triolectiaelationship(outlined abovepetween perceived, lived and conceived space
af2asa tf FT2NOS AT ( NBvrd) DRAD. Therefgre, mp & G NI Ol SR
projectwill privilegehow participants make sense (@ndnarrativise their experiences of

0{C RdzZNAYy3I gKI i YLt ARISAACENIAPOFRES $¢155e, | ¢ONiKES thath 1 1 p
away from the literary fictions developed about the gantés the#cttdbf 3SRwvhich offersa

AaA0S @FOMWLING @i A 2 ylefebira 1091131). N&relirQte Wibrgs of Befebvre,

G2yte GKS 100G Oly K2fR (23SGKSNJ adzOK FNI 3IYSy
prevent dispersion, like a fist clenched ayo® & [1901R416). dhrough ar?l O A 2 y

2NRA Sy i SRQ segrechiwdthiedefareashow BSHiNiRdicative of the complex social

lives of DIY societal alternativéihis is a position which returns usttee acknowledgment

of the fragile WoalitiongTarrow 2011)who collectivelyproduce thebived spaca &1

football activism.

Whether partcipants consider 33b beapolitical interventionagainst capitalist culture or
a way to appropate existing sporting spacgesach social actor necessarily draws upon a
constellation of relationships both symbolic and material to make sense of the aciivity.
short, | contend that3SF is at once a physical, mental andaqdienomenon. Therefore,
my research needs to accoufur the complexand divergentmeanings dawn from such
constellationsMoreover, it also must consider how theseeaningsare articulatedand
experiencedhrough bodies in spacén this regard, | believe thahe literal movements
interactions, andodily gesture®f players givaneaning to the altered sporting spacef

3SFE Theyalso offerdifferingforms of agencygonsciousnessgsistance andbelonging In
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order to testand develophis stanceurther, my researctasks how 3SHsa site of
embodiedspatial S& A &G yOS | y Rn the altertafivesSccaisiaNddsbhonS Q
(within the act of play}he body maybecome an objectfopolitical critique as well as an

empowered subject.

Alimitation within existing literatureon Bocialtransformationalisn€in DIYfootball activism
is the failure to account for theeflective experiences of the body, playing or otherwise.
Through a balance of structural and phenomenological analysis, (outlmgr in
methodology chaptersl will contibute a framework through which to consider the
embodiedsites of agency and stricture within DIY societal alternatvaish can be applied
to the wider field. For now, | return td_efebvreto detail the importance of the body as a

site of resistance in the production 85Fspace.

Body as Mediator

/| 2yaGNF G2 I 6ARSNI WRSO2NLIEZ2NBIFfAAlI GlhyQ 2N I 6
philosophy, Lefebvre decrigtie Cartesian logic whicklo SG NI} @ SRQ WdedS RIR2 Y SR ¢
the body (1991407). As a aassequence, he sought to bririge body to the forein drawing

together his triadic treatise on the production of space. Following this corporeal contention,

my research aligns with a numbef Lefebvrearscholars who also place the body as a

central mediator g R WONXR G A Ol fivedfpereedzadErg concgited S&cghis

workseesi KS 02R& | a | WaAdsS 2F NBaradryaS FyR | C
practice(see Borden, 20Q@lum and Nast]1996;Elden, 2004Gregory, 1994; Pile, 1996;

Shields, 1998; Merrifiel®000).

ForSimonsg> GKS Gaz20Altfteée tAOBSR aL)I OS RSIKSYyRa 2y
and on the body 0 H2B2n HeYe, theWf ADENRIQY R 2 F [ ®Fishoo@NBQa  { N 2
the fore andaugmentedIn this sensgl argue thasporting space isontingenton

abstracted constructs, behavioural norms and material practice, but is also one that is
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written upon the body itself. 3SEtherefore an embodied act experienced fleetingly (and
often) in the momentThis is a key considerationdevelopingnew paradigms for

understandingpracticalconsciousness the playeractivismof the soccerscape

TheOSY G NIt AGe 2F (GKS WSEOSaaA@dSQ o02R& o0l yR A
Wed spac@for Lefebvrereveaksites of resistance tthe hegemonic order which may
remainotherwise overlookedAs hefurthera G I (KSS >0 IRIe Qa negd@Boy U A OSY S A
RSY2yaidNI GA2y S F2NJ GKS o02Reé AdaStFT NB@gSKHfta A
such rhythms have to do with needs, which may be dispersed as tendencies, ldisto

desiress & M08l this regard, my researcjuestiors how the excessiveplayingbodies

2T o{ C WNI IS bugh thie Kc$ of playAisd] SlEatthe iadiwdnvolvement in the

rhythms and practices &SFsays about the\HeedQ 2 NJfoR&SrawAspiag, politics or

inclusiveW R S & BIRRIPA 1

Players of 3SF necessarily put their bodies on the line and on display in space, often in
creative ways. But for what effdMy research questions whethéne bodyisused as a
political toolin these contexts$o transform interrelated political andsporting desires into
popular actionn seeking the answers to such questignsill analysehow 3SFplayersare
able to stepbeyond the rationality and utility of space in unpredictable and generative
ways Through an explication of thembodiedexperiences of playing the ganoa the

terms of those involved will further inquire into whatfactorsled participantgo seek such
alternativebodily experiencesn the fird place Alsq what maintains their social

commitmentto 3SHbased on theséiminal experiences?

Resistancen the Alternative Soccerscape

As McDonald contendé & LI2 NIi A& 2FaGSy &aSSy G2 101 GKS a
avanta F NRS | NI X NB@2ftdziA2y I NBE OAYySYlF 2NJ fAGSNI

other cultural activities might also be empowering and used as an activity to challeag
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c LIAGE € A&l 4b6p SuihSwtirdents exposedndch about theopulardiscourse
(from acoss poliical spectrums) which characterisggort as an activity separafeom

Wa SNA 2 dza Q LJZahdrothér foring of tideidrrhalive cultufaeststanceThese
attitudesalso govern how those involved within such sporting movements may perceive

and articulate their actions.

Setting aside the role thasport has played in variougvolutionary struggle over the 2%

century;’t my researchrecognisathat due to the ways in which sporting spaces are

LISNOSA PGSR (2 iidcSandis2riuis duliReSe alsppFoviddziliminal space

GKSNBE LI NHAOALIYyGaA INB SYLRGgSNBR (2 WYIFI{1S (K
(Lefebvre 1991). With thisartificial separation in mind and bogyny research wiltherefore

guestion how 3SBffersa productiveand liminaltesting groundor players toresist,re-

imagine and literally play out societal alternatives due to the perceirreidlity of sich

Wi SAadz2NBQ | Oihig lihikal poSsibility, éRpiaiddviiet BSrmay speak o the

dearth of cultural contextshrough which social actors feel able to realms®iticsor

GNI YAaTF2NXI GAGBS LINP2S®UE OYRiyFIYISEE faBENS 2 T A

will form a key site of inquiry within my interviewsth playersin both Chapters 6 and.7

How3SHs able tonurture different forms of resistancélasting and liminafjo the

alienating consequences of footbal Heo liberalil A YS&AQ oF yR Adida | a2 O0A!l i
complex and manifold. Howevany research wilriticallyconsider howplayersefforts to

disrupt normative sporting practic€s body and space) agedirectchalenge tonotions of

Wl OKA S @SR \RidMWompedtibni@E QA S NI WR K@ 2avwdichgperiadeS Q
normativemodern sporting practiceandwider capitalist societyseeBrohm,1978;

Guttmann, 1978;Rgauer,1982;Paterson 1985). Further to this | alignwith Bale who

arguesthaWii KS | OKAS@SYSyd aL) O0Sa 2F ALRNIQ 60e&L
offer a mirror to capitalistéllienatiorfiound in wider societyAs he argueshese hyper

commodified, enclosed and heavsyrveilled cultural spaces offer a reflective societal lens
GKAOK GRAAtf20FI0GSa Flya FTNRY (GKS SyLiie aevozf

11 See for exaple Riordan (1980)
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(1993:156).As suchmy interviews(in part) focus on3SFplayers relationsh LJa (G2 WY 2 RS N.
F220G0F ff Q I YR th& gametob&aSéflectidand@Boded reaction to

capitalist alienation

In summary, | contend thdhe Yved space@f 3SHand the wider alternative soccerscape

are a profitable site where spatial critiquesand embodied actionspeak to a numbeof

societal concerns about the atomization of communities and the need for pesitlective

(and joyful)experiencesin theseeverydayDlYcontexts, | will showhow 3SFplayersand

fanshavebeen able toNS RNJ ¢ G KS Y I Lib resikt thé &idhatihgPetiedtdad f S QS

neo liberalismandto imagine®y S¢ Y2 RSt & 27F KdzY19¢7360p a2 OAl (A 2

Beyond the Soccerscafe

How we conceive of space has a 'totemisaeance’ in societfMassey2005:47). Sporting
spaces and practice®r the activereconstitution of them- aretherefore an essential part
of analysis in contemporary culture. The demonstrable ability to reclaim, overureate
from below, alternatie sporting spaceshows how individuals and collectives camtervene
into the perceived and conceived spacespbrt ard politics insubversive waysHowever

it is necessary to adopt a critical stance in understanding how taksmativesonly offer
formsof® Y y I 3SI 6t S R hatabls iofiir@ameriallyciatge the sidses and

practices of sport.

As Lefebvr¢1991:59-60) suggested in referencd® the failures of the SovietdDstructivists

of the 1920s to realise a new world,

Arevolution that does not produce a new space has not realised its full potential;

AYRSSR Al KI&a FFAf SR A yfora sotidl transtormétibréto y 2 G C
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be truly revolutionary in charactet must manifest a creative capacity in @fects

on daily life, on language, and on space.

This unmet potential described aboigea crucial omission froexisting studies abouhe
efficacyandlastingcontribution of autonomous or DIYootball activism In this regargdmy

research into 3SF questionghese new contexts and forms of footbalttivismhave the

FoAftAGe (2 WOKFyYy3aS fAFS AGaStFQ AF (KSe O2yi
demarcated for sport in contengrary culture? Equally,consider itthese

transformationalist projectseach beyond the binary and patriarchal bias which pervade

capitalist relations and modern sports practice if they maintaimeplicatean oppositional

and hyper competive two team system.

At this pointit is germane to asfurther, what the spaces and bodies of 3SF can tellhmit

the need to define political spaces and communities from below in contempotdiyre?

Does playing 3SF this senseffer aradicalsite through which to re imagine sotia

relations and urban spaces? Is it a way to dissolve the false separations of sport and politics
for those involved? Dagit counterthe alienating bodily experiences of sport in capitalist

culture? Or, is it just anormative sportwith three team®

Expanding upon LefebMS d@lis for a new revolutionary langua¢end with the above

guestions in mindhis literature reviewnow reactesbeyond the alternative soccerscape in

order to understand how 3SF may offer ambodiedcritical interventiont 2 NJ LJ | @ SNA a4
learn how to producé y 2 1 K S NJ OA j2809:178) heGoNd\iile HehaBcated, or

parcelised zones afrban space

Comparable #hnographic studies seeking to assess the complex interrelationship between

informal and nomrspecialisedpaces of recreation, political activism and spbeve usefully
O2y&aARSNBR K2g WSEGNBYSQ FyR WtATFTSarietsS aLi2N
skateboarding anéHltimateCIrisbee relate to (and also are reflective offjoam of counter
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cultural politics These informagpolitical contextdor sportallow participants tdoth reject

the achievement oriented landscap®f modern sports practice amdclaim and disrupt

waterside and city spaceas playful and imaginative wayseeBorden,2000; Griggs, 2009;

Thornton, 2011Wheaton,2013). Such studiealsoundoubtedly move us towards a more

O2YLX SE dzy RSNE Gl YRAY3 2F (KS 461 8aSAYN BREXOKI |

embodied spatial critiques of capitalism, urban space and the values of achievement sport.

Similarly to 3SEhese studies haveontended with the potential for such activities to
become institutionalized, enclosed and subsumed within formal sportittnge as ppular
practices (se&Vheatons h Q[ 2 20/H KStefichele &amoletto, 201). However,
despite the useful comparisonghich can be drawn witkexistingliterature aboutthese
activities it is important todelineate 3SFom these practices due to the gamesstinct
political history within explicitly activist and artistic contexifieseunbound outlier

contextsfor 3SFare where this chapter now turns.

3SF and Situationism

Therecentemergence of 3SF within treternative soccerscape speaks to the potentaal f
alternativesporting spaces to provide opportunities for embod@diques of hyper

commodified football and neo liberal capitalistllowever,3SFalsooffers a cultural

practice which reappropriates fotball and its associated symbolic and material spaces in

creative, subversive and often transformative waysthis regard, f[acing my analysisolely

within the paradigm ofhe soccerscapkmits the complex meanings and divergent

associations which pacipants may derive from the gamAs such| now place3SF within

the enduring legacy of Situationisamd contempoiary political activism in Europ&he

following section wilprovidecontext tothe Sland its associated tactick will then consider

3SF as part of a project pfayful revolutionwithin Wi KS | y I NOK2 ihl2f AGAOa 2

London
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The Stuationist International

When the recently retired French international midfielder, Raymond Kopa, spoke up in

defence of the Footballeraction Committee,gnad hoc representative body of

professional footballels RdzNA Yy 3 GKS Yl aa LINRGSada 2F mdocy
we will make football again what it never ceased tog¢dbe sport of joy, the sport of the

world, the sportof tomorrowe in ¥Wienet 1992:132) His political denands andvision for
transformative changeaught the playful and rebellious counter cultural momaiso

exemplified by theSl; an artistic and political counter cultural movement that would

dissolve amidst bitter disagreement and disillusionment by 1972.

First established in 1957, as a union of various strands of the European-gaesh¢, the Sl

were drawn from variougxperimental art movements including the Letterist International

(LI) theIMIB and the LPAT his disparate group of artists, writers, intellectuals, and activists

were each seeking to find viable strategies to at once collapse the false distinctions made
0S06SSY WIFENI YR fAFTSQY RAANMzZLIG GKS FEASYlFGA
capitalism all whilst decryingli K S WN3XB | $otiagdism®fHhe Savigt Yrd@ooper,

2016;Barnard, 2001Rasmussei Jackobson, 2015; Wark, 2015

A keyambition of the Slwals NIi A Odzf  t SR Ay 5S02NKSa { ABONYI0f S
(1970).Here,he arguedhat society was increasingly colonized by mediated images, sounds,
FAfYax ARSFasx |yR OdzZf (GdzNF f LINPRdzOG& (2 ONBI G
and authentic world would eventually be driven out, leavjugt a simulacrum of the woréd

(1970:38). In much the same way that the Dada movement aroseds the failures of the

avantgarde to develop an effective Marxist critique of everyday life in the early 20th

century, the Sl saw thepoliticalrole (amidst burgeoning consumerigno playfully disrupt

received cultural forms and spatial practic@sis disruption would createvolutionary

Wituation€which woulddancedzLJ2 y (1 KS WNMzA y & 2 Pebdr&k1®94Y 2 RSNy &
Schmid2008;Wark,2013; Sadler 1999Utilising play as it¥ Y 2 & G NiFORIANBI > TXK S {
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refusedto practice politics in orthodox forms or speakgower in an intelligsle, rational or

formalway (Plant2002:124).

Encapsulated byaneigr Q& LI2SGAO GNBIFGAES WwS@2f dziAzy 27
of the SI were not an orthodox cat-arms through which to overturn the current political

systemby forceor rhetoric. hstead it wasa movement based on thbelief thatlasting

revolutionwould be found n a critique of geryday life, withplay as a absud revolutionary

tactic. Talking after the Nanterre and Sorbonne University student occupation in 1968, and

the Paris riotsVaneigen argued for the efficacy of sugthayfultactics in confronting

authority thus,

The first few days of an insurrection asewalk over simply because nobody pays the
slightest bit of attention to the enemy's rules; because they invent a new game and
because everyone takes part in its elaboration...the only safeguard against authority

and rigidity s#ing in is a playful attitde. (cited in Plant, 200098)

TheWy S¢ Y 8fdh@ Slincluded misappropriating images and texts from mass media to

subvert the messages of consumption with incendiary revolutionary demdaimlsugh such

tactics ofdetournementthe appropriation othe familiar in the service of constant

revolution i KS& a2dzZaKd G2 ONBFGS Wl aSyeeyrierA O FASER
2019 170).Also, taking theiDdzS& FNRBY . | dzZRSf I A NB®RE O2y OSLIiI 2
disinterested waderer/observer of thecity (Tester, 1994 > ' YR / K{59)KS3If 26 Qa «
WF 2 N¥dzZ | 27F (whickf $dghtdaNifiderstahdingvicities effected restrictive

Y2RS& 2F 0SKI@A2dzNI | yRQ Syr@A@R ey vl WS asabDKa@BSE 3
form of embodiedradical subversion dhe functional and rational ordering of

contemporary urban life. Through the overlaying and altering of maps of various cities,
experimental guides to urban exploration were borne to countergbeial anomie

engendered byighly restricted zonal urbanguhning.
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Following the idealist andlassicist work of Huizinga (195&yhich bemoaned the ordering

FYR FGONRLIKe 27F WLIzZNS frokative @ltud@liedpiedsighe MatRS Ny Y 2 R
language, law, maths or games), the Sl had a fervent belikeéirevolutionary and

authentic bodily disposition of Hombtudens (or masat-play). The logic went that order

to be truly liberatedthe body needed to harness the power of play to fight authority.

Therefore through the temporary invasion and occupafio 2 F (G KS WF¥dzy OG A2y | f
spaces of the city, the aiof the Siwas to encourage a total disregard and disdain for

culturally mediated spaces designed for structurgxhd therefore) alienated forms of

leisure, such asport (Cooper2016; Home1988;Merrifield, 2000)12

C2NJ 020K [STS0ONB YR (GUKS {L GKSNB gla I ySS
contained and controlled within strictly segmented spaces within society, lest it spill into
carnivalesque eruptions of joy and agonism to power (Steven2007;Bunyard, 201Y. In

2NRSNJ (2 0 dzA f Renyen, BIESro reclkaim wHa gigbvradtermed the

WwA IKGO (Batleri 013, théra wia8 @need to refiessuch ludic spaces. This entailed

theWO 2 y P 6 8ABR & Riwithikh ¢ cdanter space, in unpredictable and unsanctioned

ways.

Lefebvre(1996: 195kaw the capacity to create a sense of ownership denied to those
YIENBAYFfAESR Ay GKS OAGe GKNRdAdzZAK &adzOK | OUAz2Yy

X (i K'S alNdalodzaneself to be removed from urban reality by a discriminatory
FYR &aS3aINBIFIGAGS 2NAFYATFGAZ2yd ¢KA& NRIAKIG
of city centres based on segregation which reject towards peripheral spaces all those

who do nd participate in political privileges

2 Similarly, Lefebvre (their contemporary and sotiree intellectual comrade), also saw the prospect of

WRSYI NODFGSRQ tSAadNB T2ySa a4 LRGESYGAItEt& &adzoOSNBAODS
contradictory appedr y OS 2 F FTNBSRRISQUWOFRy IB8) adzNB> &4dzOK £ SA adz2NB
extension of the dominated spaces of capitalisifq1:387). As he suggestedd 1 KS OF a$S | 3 Ayaid f S
closedc and the verdict irreversible: Leisure is as aliendtef R F f ASy F Ay 3 ¥A I 02dz2NE 0O M
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The ideasnd concept®f Lefebvre and the $butlined abovepffer vital contextual
paradigmgelevant tothe study3SFEBoth champion the transformative and political use of
the bodyfor activistsin unorthodox ways as a challenge to power and also a form of
personal liberation. They also provide a key bridgey research ta@onsider the enduring
legacy othe Sl for some 3SF players (as wilelploredin Chapter § betweenthose who

frame the game withimpoliticaltheory and praxisvithin the Wriss of capitalisr@

Neo Situationism, 3SF and Creative Activism

However short lived, contradictory an@elf)mythologised the SI movement was, and

despite themarginalgains acleved by the associated actsadtourrementandderive

espoused by aontemporaneous intellectual milieu, various political and artistic groups

have continued to take inspiration from such spatialized critiques as a way to confront and
challenge power in contaporary culture. Fronthe 1980s\ArtSrikeQnovemensthrough to

the Psychic Workers Unio)Yactivistgroupsacross Europbave attempted to reclaim the

city through playand appropriate the vidgzl £ € | y 3 dzZ 3 S (Za§ue;RUOBS & LISOG I
Marcus, 2009; Shantz, 20110

It is here, within the unlikely intersection of the revivaltbé Sland the beginning of the
Premier Leaguthat we arrive at the first practical realisations of 3SF in the early 1990s.
Placedwithin this context, the emergence of 3SF begins to take on important critical
contextual meanings as a form wiaterial O NB | (i A ZoSyortd hé socddrstapi

this regard my research wilhsk how playerstill perceive the game to be bound to these
contextsand thusexperience the actionAlsq what relevance Jorn and the Sl still has to the

game in contemporary culture.
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There is extensive literature about wh@rindon termsaWa SAGvawe R (i dzl GA2YWAaYQ o
whichwas occurring ithe late 1980s and early 199@stistic milieuin Europeln re

engaging with the texts and practices relating to the Sl, tloegker groups sought to reach
beyondDebord andexplore its lesser known theoristsr creativepolitical solutions These

included thetranslating thework of Jorn, Jorgen Nash, RalRumney and Becker Ho (see

Batbrook 2015;Colier, 2015; Home 2016; Rasmussen, 20Theseautonomousgroups

havebeen characterisetly Bonnettas areflective of af 2 N 2 Fy/ 2UaANIH k&G £ Q

politics which sought to break aw#éypm the strictures of received political action and

f221SR (261 NRa& (KS & imihblivalie oRafglomalynéb lideaINI A G & Ay a

consensus and lack of viable political alternati{#12)

Described byt Johrasca creative response to the traditional political rituals &f$ t S F i ¢
(2004:177), thisrevivalistphenomenonalsosaw various autonomougctivist groups utilise
creativewild-cat takeovers of city space as a fornpofitical protest against supraational
political and economic summits and trade fayrgslisingvarious carnivalesque tactics of
games, noise, music, humour and play as a form of temporary occupation, intervention and
WS ORa | Yi2 yexisting &kiblarshipasdetailed such actionby Classwar Games, Plan

C, Medieval Blodute BiancheCarnival Against Capitalism, Reclaim the Streets, Clandestine
Insurgent Rebel Clown Armgritical Mass, Global Street Party, and the Womisges (

Batbrook 2015Bogdad 2010; Carmo, 201Z hatterton & Pickeril2010; Crouch & Parker

2003; Pile & Keith1997; Tindall &ianj 2003; St Johr2010 Raparelli, 201)1

Here in comparable ways tearly3SF interventiongreativeactivists were able to

G y | @ ihaedéxtark political geoyJ LIK & 2 Wa bbil? ahtSgeistic contestation and
with the grain, humour based actiods 6 C S | (i R0S2NIH ¥i Thig fScus on absurdism
and humour as a politicaleapon in 3SF is analysed in Chaptef&rthermore within this
Wy 2 a (ahdfatmsirde@tivistontext, theemergence of 3SF as a lived practice within the
political programmes of the LPA, AAAdd_uther Blissett Project, cdre placed alongside

the spectacular andgyformative nature of otheplayful political responses and spatial
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appropriationsiramedg A (i KA Yy GatiuigaQJWds & BI&/&3, 200Btarvey Horne &
Safan nnpv | YR Wt NPU@ davém@ritstoger tide{adt thidk déchdes.

Anumber of critical geogiphieshavealso detailechow playful forms of activisnjwhich
utilisedthe tactics othe S) were revivedwithin the moresedateeveryday practices of
walking, urbanrexploration, andvithin a'8patial turrCin public artover this time These
have been interpretedsa wayfor individualsto counter the erosion of a wider
participatory public sphere iHeo liberalera(Britain (seeBarnard, 2004Edensoy 2000,
2008;Fokidis, 2007Grindon, 2008Loftus, 2009Mitchell, 2003; Mitchell & Staehelli, 2008;
Smith &Low, 2005Solnit 2014. In this sense 3SF in curatorial contexts takes on further
contextualmeaning as a spatial political devieged to engender public participation in the

arts.

Beyond theseontexts, wider scholarshihasexamined how distinctorms of playful

WNBEONBI A2y f OGABAAYQ KI & LINRP@thdeSeRyddy aAGS

relevant for my studpf3SF¢ KS &S &aGdzZRAS& RSGIFIAf K2g &adzOK Ay

enabled those involved to disrupt the sociafjgation of public space and also offer
productive and alternative forms of critique or protest away from formaliselitipal
contexts. Such projectsave been found in the unlikely revolutionary allies of Guerrilla
gardening, Silent disco, Yarn Bombimgl &uerrla knitting (seeerickson, 2011; Fariniosi &
Fortunati, 2018Reynolds2008;Mackay 2010;Ziolkowska2010;Prain & Moore2019.13

13 The disparate lineage of playful spatial interventions and forms of protest which relate to the early games of

3SF, highlighted above, necessarily speaks to the existential debates which have surBepd2€9) and

L 221 0KAV Qa2 MM by 6KSGEKSNI adzOK (N} yaiAsSyd | yR LJ2LidAg | NI I

I dzii 2 y 2 Y2 dza “ehiguglavihichoparticige®ia dre able to overturn capitalist relatiors whether

they are in fact indicative ofa Ay 6 NR | YR Ay Rdz I3ISyd F2N¥Y 2F W[ AFTSadet

WO2YLX AL yd O2yil Ayl o,02088). SdtmdaNiditiedd velwoindiebstes bagh with S i 2 y
scholarship which argues thtte demonstrable turn away from formal ptitis towards the end of the 20th

and early 21st century was a reaction to the failures of the institutions of Left to confront power effectively
from within the institutions of parliamentary democracy and as a counter the flagrant excesses of global
capitdism GeeBonnet 2012).
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| have detailed a selection of literature above whatmsiders thdegacy of Sh popular
culture over recent decadesrom anarchist groups to yarn bombeisowever, myresearch
seeks to contribute to the field in askimghat position sport has played if (at all)threse
forms of playful activismPurther, whetherthere are contemporaneous examplex sport
being used in political ways to digtupublic space? If so, how have these case stunkes
approachedand what voices have been privileged? Have there been events akin to the
anarchist football games staged by the Rage Football Collectiveleuks 2008 G8 in
Toyako Hokkaido (Kuh2011:222)?Through the words oBSFplayersinvolved Ihopeto
explore wheher playing 3SF relates to othereativeactivistactivities (past and present)
and the enduring political uses for the game today, notably witbagentanti-fascist

protestsin the UK

aARYAIKG / NA O] Stz fl AViRA GidK S2 TV ! [y ANGOENS Q

In seeking to find analogues to 3SF, my research aligns with a small body of studies which
bridge the gap betweeteisure art and activist researdfseeBoykoff 2010, 2014Erickson,
2011; Lenskyi 200@tevens 2000 Another key work which drawthesedisparate

theoretical strandgogetherA & wl OSYAONRF(G | YR DA f-polkMaN&fa G Qa
t SASdINBQ AYO[ 20REWAYE ndzlazy w2251 Q&,thé MmO

VRPN 7w

various forms of negituationist sporting critiqueaaoss London fron1999to 2014 Their

study isprimarilyd F 8 SR 2y | &aSNASAa 2F WaAihRlgbhym&ld / NA O

activistgroup in the financial districts of Canary Wharf and Beatkracting interested

crowds from those working in the surrounding area.

Duringl KS&S Ay T2NNIKSWYHIAT OB ARIEOQASNEQ ¢ 2 dzf R
anti-capitalist sledging with playerslere, K S | dzi K2 NB | NBdzS GKI i RdzS
Saldlof AaKSRQ aLR2NI 6¢A0K Wditiodalty ah®sérhidic T NI Y S

regime)theseW I yKFANIY  OtddpOrérify diveriedithe spaces, people and buildings
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which were bound within the functional propagation of global capithk games were
therefore at once a familiar, inclusive andetligible cultural form, and also airban

interventionused to disarm authority within highly regulated and policed public space.

In the liminal spaces between spogame, and political protest the authofsrther describe

K2g AEBIWSYlIyQaQ 3IFLYS 2F, ONAO]SG Ay (KS&aS Oz

Xdeployed @ a playful means to dietishiz the exclusionary infrastructure of
dzND Iy &LI OSXOoAy @2t GAy30 | gAf Fdzf GNIF yaINS
g SNB R Smakisgyh&inEar connections with the site that would be out of

place at other times and in other contex{2013:62)

Acknowledging the contradictory and ambivalent ways in which leisure can ofiter @f s

NBaAaill yORSHy2 R NP NIA RGiEHSEKandRa@ nzdddher argue (with

Bey) how publi@bsurdistsporting interventions offer the opportunity to symbolically
OKIFffSy3asS OFLRAGITAAY (KNBilaBdseektb @derdtangndw G S NN (i

3SF offers similar subversioaisd acts otnowingthrough 3SFootball interventions

¢KS { LI} OS | A@rar®dorSpditire chshl@udyioREEournedBsport which
challengesthe right to use public spaces in Londdrhis is similar tthosewho have played
3SFas a form ofpsychogeographic urban practice. However, a limitation of Gilchrist and
wl @Sy a ONR T (s6laieliancd bd|secandary(déc@mentation. Through analysis of the
anarchitects sefpublished material, they draw liskbetweenparodic sport andebod

(1970), Vaneiga (1972)and Bakhtin1973) But, the authors did nosee orplay the game
themselvesnor did they interview those involved in the matches. Given the propensity of
such groups towards parodic mythopoesis and-agtirandisement (in line with that of the
tactics of Sl and the Magico Marxists) thia poblematicresearch positionin this sense

thel dzii K 2 MI2ansidérthdwimuch is fabricated as a playful form of culture jamining

itself. Having witnessed sihar interactions betweemembers of the 3SF community and
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interested cultural mediators such as journalists, broadcasterstors and writers over the
last 4 yearplaying the gamgany theorisation based on secondary material about these

neo Situationisgamesand groupsshould be treated with extreme caution!

The CountetOlympicsNetwork

A naably more grounded studwhichbrings art, sport andreativeactivism together is
Bee | 2 ¥ ¥ Q dantidO®/Ngicsa@iyistmovements(2014).The authomplaces a number of
anti-Olympicprotestsfrom Vancouver 2010 and London 2012 within a lineage of spatial
critigues against the de regulation, privatisation and marketization of cities during such
sporting mega eventg\s such,liswork highlights how artist and activist groups have
utilised peformative spatial sporting interventions asformof public political protesin

neo liberal city spaces

In specific relation to the numerous protests held against the re development and social
displacement which occurred in the run tpthe London 202 Olympics, Boykoftites the

W/ 2 dz@lyimPidsb S (0 ¢ 2 NJ Qtors i thig cSlt@&ral imilieu. This netwoirkcluded

activistmembers ofthe Space Hijackers and the AA#o due to increasigly draconian

measures by the Etropolitan Police) came up with creative and hurmoous solutions to
expresgolitical concerns througtparodicsport. Thesee O A2y & Ay Of dZRSR W¢ KS
DFYSaQ 4KAOK ¢gSNB KSfR |a I NBalLkRyasS G2 (GKS
the Stratford Olympic VillageHere absurdistsportingcontests were staged under titles

suichas?i KS mnn aSGiSN,NKDSWRSTRNREG 0243 &®DQs WI | N
We2aa | ¢ MERnotpriods ivast Kd&) WwS Ot FAY GKS {GNBSGa t .

in a large police kettle and mass arrests on Tower Bridge.

The publi¢ absurd anglayfulnature of such interventions helped, according to Boykoff, to
GLINBaa FT2NBINR | ydzy o S/elactdd, allbdidg caQpaigriRisibA 2y a 2 F

maintain solidariy while attracting new recruits 60 H n MmPla¢ingnsucly multiform
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absurdistactivisttactics within a wider pattern of protest in theady 21st century (found

within other spatal interventionsof the Arab Spring and Occupy movement), Boykoff

cruciallybuilds upon DuoombS @2 y OS LG 2 F WLINRPINBAAA GBS aLISO0L
through subverting sport within performative public contextscil actordhave been able

02 &RS 02y ahioNgiePaiforrhaByve €rifiqiiedas 2fN)Y 2 F WRA A &MRSY G OA
(Ibid: 31). Following this line of inquiry furthemy research willjuestion how 3SF offers

player<ihe ability to deconstruct reality and build new forms of creative politics from

below.Alsq what tactics are employed to achieve tisiste.

Thevalueof 281 2 FFQa Y S i K 2iR@uhddrchks Gecigion to pldieRvords K

of those involved & central to his research. He performed a number of interviews and

attended organising meetings in the run up to the games (albeit as an outsider). Through
attendance at these meetings he gathered a broad range of social actors within which to

place his sidy. However. 2 & { 2 T T Q § (beindlan yAdiekicBuy a0aflemic on a short

research trip) andhislack of local knowledge with regards to a widamizdathistory of
creativeactivistresistance in Londgmeans that the study fails to move beyond the micro

context of the Olympics and into a wider cultural milieu of resistahtéhis regarda
strengthofmyresearcs Af £ 0SS Y& WaAddzZ 6SRySaaQ oAUGKAY 0o

andwithin variousanarchistpolitical groups in London over the last fifteen years.

3SF as A-Sportor Artification?

As previously detailedhe SR & LJ2 £ A (i A Oihtént onJbt@akngJlovn the-dévisions

uphelddo SG 6 SSy WI NI Q | yR,thsih®dNIsdle kgatyhas,Sranicdly2 6 S 39S NJ
mostly beenwithin contemporary arcontexts éeeBatbrook, 2015) Testamentd this

legacy 3SF isften utilised within such contexts as a form of public outreach which brings

together sport, politics and arhianaccessible and relatable wawp this sensga key

comparative case study for my research istherevivBl df8 5 S0 2 NRQ&Q WKIAYOXK 2 F
hasrecently beerplayed¥ 2 NJ WI OGA @A &G G NI Ay A yidanuddsNbi2 3 S& Q ¢
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contexts(Baibrook, 2015. Funded predominantly by the Arts Coursiice 201&nd played

in a number of contemporary art galleries and anarchistucal spaces in London, it has

alsobeen describedyfi U KS & LJdzZNR 2dz3S i SNNM & 2 F YNNIy a A G 2 NB
GKAOK SY02RASR (KS {F8rthé foihisdaal fragiflg of Gamedaf Wiak 2 y A & Y
by the Arts Council and Classwargames, | will ask3g&fis alsoperceived as distinctform

2T WO2 2 LIS Nbysan@ playerddndscaratdraiilstfor othersit remainsan

autonomousanarchist training tool.

Within a widercontemporary art context, a number aftistic collectives have also been

empowered to tilise football as aeviceto intervene in public spaces over the last

decadesHere football provided public platform to speak to issues relating to global

capital and its relationship to physical cultuExamplesan be foundd y G KS | NI A&GA O
AMAAMAMMMAMAMMAM®2NAEQAE 62N] Ay (GKS RSGSt 2LIVS
in Vienna in 2003 (GronaR015)andt A SR [ Iparadids@iKby S€frecreation of the

World Cup Final of 1982 on a public park in Lyad0o8 (Schwell, Buchowski & Kowalska

2016).

Another key examplef the use offootball incontemporaryart contextsis found in

al dzNRAT A2 / I Hisprécticeufli©edl thespdlids of Italian football in inventive and

public contexts to commendn the increasing racism and corruption found in Italian society
throughout the 1990s Analysedy MacCauliffeg A G KAy | I EFff Qa SHRAGSR @
.Sl dziATdzZ DFYSRIduaseHy > G KI& NB22F dzZNOS Ay dzy O
links tomodern art and the ways in which contemporary artists use football as a form of

critique and creative practiceArtistic football interventionsremain understudied within the

Sociology of Brt but offer keyanalogues as to mypvestigationof the purposeand

response ta@3SF in theseuratorialcontexts.

o{CQa NBOSYyl IFFAECAIGAZ2Y SAGK O2y(iSYLRZNINEB |

simply due to the repute of the Danish painter who devised the game. It is also implicated
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GAOGKAY 6KI GO 1 dzZ3Kaz2y KFa GSNXYSR G4KS NBOSyd wi
{ KI LIANZ | YR |-&Hici de€k&t0 @nalydetye @ridelises by which cultural

F2N¥a 060S02YS 2N I NB T NHugSR idénfifiagskhke wWayitbhididi Q R A & C
football has increasingly been utilised within such public curatorial contexthis sense

my workfurther questiors how these projects are conceived, perceived and experienced by

stake holders and public alike.

CNRISGGOE NGANW LD VWi & SS Wwa S ERLIR NKi®p/Udigeasidy T W! N
I/ SYiGNIt [IyOlFaKANBQaE taeoOK2a20Alrf wSaSk NOK !
| SNB &aKS LN A&adSa K2¢g (GKS Wunwmu /[ dzfportzNI £ h f
AY LI NIAOALI G2NEB gl &ad C20dzaaAy3ad 2y FNLIAAG |
WKAYy2aQ 61 [ SSRa o6l &SR IthelSdaBwinpraett, WhtkB 6 & I+ Yy R
WoNRBdzIKG FNIAadGa G2 GKS g (S NDnsthbieRositbad A YY S NEA
such hybrid and participaded forms of public engagemettirough sport

tfF OAYy 3 LI NGAOALI yiQa A yispdriNddthaBdsediperiedicél KAy | G N
Frogettt NAdzSa K2g | AYALRINIYGKNE N TRINIVGS & F 20K LI
relationships toeach discrete cultural formnldoing sothis actgives rise to new cultural

forms and meanings. Although she focusses on activities expressly created and

commissioned within gallery contexts (as opposed to the informal and autonomous
developmentalrtistic contexts of 3SF), my project will giftether voice to those who

combine sport and art as a creative practice #melcomplex meanings then associated to

the gamein its use as public performance piece

Literature ReviewSummary

Akin to a literary form of pychogeographythesereviewchaptershaveplaced a number of
juxta positional academic and theoretical maps onto 3SF. This appsoac)intto make

sense anew of & contemporary forrandhascovered considerable ground the process
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However,in order tounderstandthe complexity and ambiguitgf 3SFas a cultural practice,
(and the plurality of meanings which hasebsequenthbeenassociated with the game over

the last quarter of a centy), it wasnecessaryo take thismore circuitous path.

In many ways the gam@vhich was borne within a culturabntext of playful subversioand

parody) demands a creative intervention into standard academic approadhehis regard,
3SHKinfuriatingly) refussthe conditions of itwn existenceas a research topi®ut this

refusalis also key to the games®ciological significanaes a practicavhichcan at oncebe

placed within theWf A SRR Ta LA KOS WI £ G SNY | i A @ Spoldica FOS NE& O LIS
f SA &Ny (KS g2NRBRRIF WI NI

As the game has lea realisecand re imaginedn thesecontexts (and spacesj}SFasbeen
shaped by a myriad of social actors, each with their own complBx2 hdle@@ndings of
the gameandeach linked to particular desireseedsand visiongor sociaj political
artistic, and sporting changst is alsca gamewhich has hado contend with variougorms
of symbolic capital and structural enclosuleadingto further struggles aboutwhat

constitutes legitimatdorms of cultural expressiom society

Understood withirthis context | hopethat my study of3SF camevealmuchabou the

nature ofautonomous agency asabntortswithin and reacts tgre-existing behavioural

norms, spaces and cultairpracticesThroughgiving a voice to thoseho have shapethe

gamefrom 1993through to the 20203SRWVorld Cup, my researcisoaims to contribute to
sociologicalinderstandings ofhe enduringpolitical legacyf the Sl in contemporary

culture. Moreover, how the gameoffersan embodied and spatializeglverydaycritique of

Ybotball inneof A 0 SNIPf | BANBSFa 0 a . 2NRSYy &adza3sSadasz adkKsS
trivial effect of politics, but the place where politicsatZ G A YI 6§ St & ONBIFGSR |y
(201912).
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Theunresolvablgensionsbetween3SHlayers who findralue inthe creation ofspectacular
W3 A { dZin GoRtsyt@nire quotidianformsof political resistanck and betweenthose
who find productivemeaning innstrumentalised ruldoound play (as opposed tdts
rebelliousandexpansive counterpajtare keythemes whichrun throughou the recent
history of the gameThese themesalsodramatically affectedny research proces®Vith
theseproductivetensiorsin mind, body and methogthe followingtwo chaptersoutline my
approactesin the field Thesechapters alsdurther conside my positionasa player
researcheralongsidethe dualphenomenological and strugtal considerations which define

this study.
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Methodology
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Figurel2. 3SF Tactics #1 2016. (Courtesy of E. Scorehill)
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Figurel3. 3SF Tactics #2 20{6ourtesy of E. Scorehill)
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Figureld. LBDL Scor2016 2017 (Courtesy of LBDL)
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Chapter3. FromExcessive Player to Excessive Pundit

The playerauthored account®f the alternative soccerscapaake significant contributions

G2 2dzNJ dzy RSNEGFYRAY3Ia 2F Waz20ALf GNIFyaFtz2NX¥I G
contexts. The plethora ofgrsonal reflections, biographical informatigand social histories

-RNJ 6y FNRY (KS FdzikK2NRa WAYYSNI SELISNASYyOSaQ
field - offer what Bruner has described ageli Ky 2 A NJ LIKA O ewiéhdsénd f A 18 Q 6 K
enliversresearch (19869). As suchplayerreseacher ethnographiealso demonstrate the

LR GSYdAlrf G2 RS@GSt2LJ AYYSNESR LISNBRLISOGAGSEA |
sportspeople within the field of study are experiencing (emotionally, physically,
AyiaSttSOhGdzr tt& | yR &LJA N ( dzZlrdsdn®a00: A1y ThisK S A NJ & LJ2
should not be underestimated or undgalued in the production of accessible and situated

knowledge about the alternative soccerscape.

There is great value in having a cultural mediator who shares the field of play with those
undera i dzRéd !''a . 2dzNRASdz FyR 21 Oljdzr yd | NBdzSE &N
which the researcher is truly able to feel, understand and interpret the internal logic and
practicalbeh STa 2F (GKS AX§XKU W AGK AV %S yoamSpuly | £ a2 | f
assertio/ (i Eportiis oaly truly capable of beingkh/ | & A G A& @BOAAGSYyGAl
128). However, in highlighting the limitations of existing playgsearcher ¢r participant

observer) accounts, wa@also exposed to the ethical, epistemological and methodological
challenges in our efforts to access and gsalembodied forms of knowledge the

soccerscape

The dual role of athlete anagsearcher is a complex one (MacPh20l04). It enables access

to a range of direct practical experiences and embodied perspectives about others, through

which detailed and intricate analysis can be mdsigt, it isalsoan approactthat runs the

risk of an ovesattachment to the research subjectpwards assumptions of access

W dzGKSYGA0Q 2NJ WE SFIAGAYIFIGSQ F2N¥a 2F (1y26f SR
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This is a point conceded by Hughsand Inglis whaontend that if we were onlyo look at
AL NI& a GKS& I NB SELISNASYOSR o6& LXFeSNa WT
connect how sports are played and experienced with social and cultural factors beyond the

immediatecont&E i 2 F & L2 NI A A%). LINI OGAOSE o6wnnny

In order to maintain an objectivanalyticalo  f 1 YOS gAGKAY (KS WReyl YA
football, the authorsfurther suggesthat it is necessary to adopt methodological strategies
GKAOK FNB aloftS G2 SYONI OS (KS odshmddacedi A dSQ Y
beloved of sociologists, whilst retaining Ks$c)focus on the roles played by experiencing

human bodies in the creation and®@NB | G A 2y 2 F ( K8.anShisTFehadiingyNB ¢ 0O L
reseach recognises thatlayersrelationships tolandwithin the play of 3SF are a complex
O2YoAYylLFliA2y 2F ¢gKIFG | SYNKAt {i S®H AthgdareRS A RIRE §
Yatial goodSwhich are made up of both external and internal factors, individual and

collective agencies and widenvironmengl structures Thesdactorshave eaclgoverred

the form of the game and participantsxderstandings oit.

My methodological approach thereforenecessarilya responsetd dz3Ka 2y |y R Ly 3f
for the creative applicationf sociologicalbhA Y F 2 NY SR LIKSy2YSy 2t 23A 0!I f
aLl 0SaQ FyR Wall NI LXIFTESNAQ 2F GKS 3FYS ownnn
GYhner experiencandl yextébnal environmer@of agency and stricture, remains uneer

utilized within the alernative soccerscape to dat@s they argue,dexamine the

production ofalternativesporting spaces from an experiential and structural perspective is
GSELX AOAGEE O2yiNIRAOG2NE & AG @21S8&a (23S(K
stresses process and change, and one which stresdatie@ immovability and stagsis

(2000:128). However, | align with these authors in findingKk S WRSt A6 SNI 4GS Sy a
these two approacheasan appropriaS f @ WLINE Rod&3E A S Q 2y S

Through this approach | hope &xplicate the links between the playitlginking-feeling
bodies moments of LINJF OG A O f foln2l ihrduQi tRedgaimeeBdiasathe complex
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social fields which constitute th@&SFcommunity. It alsourges meto think again about how
theoretical concepts, be they political philosophies or sporting practeesealized in
practice.In this regard, hopeto highlightthe mutually constitutivecultural processes and

bodily experiences which are involved inglenduring social lifef 3SF

My researchis also aresponsé 2 (G KS 1 062@S | dziK2N& OFff F2N N
of paits on the field of analysis. This medweinga distanced observer and empathetic

participanE 06 2 (i K LJ | &ISdNI3D. Catind doiz/nRilkifériGus methodgizal

summons further, tontendéi K G & Iy WSEOBBaaz o8SLIE y¥e9RBOBa
LJdzy Rooliing it thelimits of my position withiracademia and the field under studly.

There is much need for committed cultural interpreters who can bring light to grassroots

football initiatives which otherwise may remain in the cultural shadows. However, they

should also be able to offer a robust ajiie of their own positionalitywhich | hope to

provide subsequently

3SF adPractical Consciousne@s

Eichberg (20167) iz33Sa i a> WG 2 LI.Rherefaré myipRojedt Segksth dzSa G A 2 y
explore what particular questions are being agkbroughexperiences of play iBSF. Thus

far 3SHplayersperspectives have not been explored in any depth. The game is cursorily
YSYGA2YSR gA0GKAY 9AOKOSNHQa WvdzSaluAazyAy3a tfl
2T W5l yAaK C22io0l yacobamvmmD a D2 vddgdduting ¥y i K dkE
of a text from & Association ofAutonomousAstronauts parodicpolitical pamphlet printed

in the mid-1990s A briefhistory of the game also lays some important contextual

ANR dzy R6 2 N)| FelieddR Y d4YISE [WiethD (dddNAFYdE D YSQ O6HAMD

However, &ey text about the game remains unpublished in the fornffelfow 3SF player)
[ 2t €t ASNDR&a R2 Ol 2 Nheherogshgae Sonde at tha fayf of KD K K S
LINEINF YD ' GAfAGAYT {O2000a OayicOl&yisiainriied i KS WA
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for a genre of quixotic subaltern patis without adequate taxonomy (20066) ¢ Collier
boldly states how 3SF (alongsidetevival of psychogeography left-wing activism)
operates as a subversive intervention for players to awak#awalutionary consciousne€s
Hefurther explains the gamef 3SFas a cultural practice malleable enough to infiltrate and
influence academiscientific journals, Japanese game shows, the FIFA headquaters
most importantly South L¢ R2y W/ KI 2 & ,alih tHelséice @ anBildr S & Q

revolutionary agenda.

For allthe meritsof Colli& ¢ 2NJ =2 GKS WYl ffSIFoAfAGEQ ARSYUGA
impactin material cultures left deliberately vague. Throughout his work, an irreverent
myth emerges about the game which is constructed through the words and actions of
prominent voices chwn fromearly anarchic iterations of the game. Similar to his early work
within the University of Strateg Optimism (Karlsberg, 201.&nd in the spirit of his subject
matter, Collier stagesreabsurdliterary intervention which is designed tomfuse as much

as to enlightenDespite the parodic tone of Coll@rtriolectic treati®, my research seeks to
take seriously the proposition thalhe act of playing 3SF can be a foaofcritical or practical
consciousnesdilsg that it is indicative of bth individual expression, personal epiptya

and collective collaboration. Howevdurther questions arise as thow can we measure

the meanings attached to the game adequately and wholweilempowered to define

them?

To answer some of the above questions | again align with the work of Hughson and Inglis

and theirrelated concept of thebody-subjectplayer (2000)Here,they developl dzd & SNI Q& >
body-subject paradigmi K G £ € FT2Nya 2F O2yaoArzdmySaa I N
subjective and relativist experiences of specific historical and cultural circumsjarnicisa

tri-partite configuration é playerbody-subject. Thushe authorscontend that each

WLIX I & A y (i @selpadrnd of Yraktical consciousne€dn this sense, players do not

move on the field of play as an act of conscious reflection pdigeas an application of

WLINI OlG A OF £ 1y 2 dHe 8aRiZuB Qod@AiSigtddiation. SHs isaa &ey
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consideration for understanding the motivatioasad experiencesf play in3SFduringmy

interviews.

Both Hughson and Inglis, (and the relatedher work by Hemphill) draw upon Merleau

t 2 yswd @ NHzOG dzNB 29 aiSKISEALE &MY Freddal £ £ SN wWO2y .

source text Megau-Ponty explains how forms of consciousness are complexly interwoven

within the action on the field of play.

For the player in action the soccerfield/i G 'y a2062S00Gé¢x GKI G
which can give rise to an indefinite multiplicity of perspectival views and remain

equivalent under its apparent transformations. It is pervaded with lines of force (the

GeINR fAYySa¢T (K24aStaBADKBRSYI NPRISA(GKET &
aSO02NAR O6F2NJ SEIFYLX SS GKS a2LSyAy3aé o6Sis

mode of action and which initiate and guide the action as if the player were unaware
of it. The field itself is not given to him butgeent as the immanent term of his

practical intentions; the player becomes one with it and feels the direction of the

a32Ffé¢ F2NJ SEF YL Sy 2dzaid Fa AYYSRAFGSTE @

his own body. It would not be sufficient to say tlw@nsciousness inhabits this

milieu. At this moment consciousness is nothing other than the dialectic of milieu
and actiorXEach manoeuvre undertaken by the player modifies the character of the
field and establishes new lines of force in which the actidmiin unfolds and is

accomplished, again altering the phenomenal field.

(ated in Hemphill 20057)

As the above quotation suggests, the football pitch, be it hexagonal or rectangular, should

y20 06S dzyRSNRG22R | & Iy W2oodgSigetts), bt hetdad ds I & S NA

a site oftransitory practicalconsciousness. With every move each player, albeit unequally,
mutually shapes and constitutes the contours of the field (be that a social or material one).

The 3SF pitch, the players and the action occurring on it, are therefore indivisible and both
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demondrative of inherited (doxicjhodes of actioQindividual intent, collective flow and
Wonsciousne3Players contrasting approaches to the gastsocontribute to ever

OKI yaAy3d wWawgvsrieack flayers 2ldblal8e to effect and alter thmature of

play and the gperiences of others involvett.istherefore within a MerleauPontian

O2y OSLIiA2Yy 2F F2200lftf SNRDa O2yaolOArzdzaySaaz | a&
experience of play and the wider contextA@ronment, which is ware Iposition my

NEASEFNOK Ayd2 o{Cd ¢KNRdAK GKAA&a I LILINRBIOKX Ye&
SELISNASYOSa 2F (KS WIHOGAOGSQ RAaAYLIYyGtAYy3a 2F a
result from such acts. 3SFers have at various points indimdespace actively removed (or

Ay a2YS OFaSa RSt A0SNI GS (22NN yFINRRYR dzBS2R (8 AARYSK
TKSNEFT2NBZ Ay 2NRSN) G2 NBFraasSaa GKS Wwyz2RSa 2
players, it is necessafgr meto explorewhat is occurring for the players in these moments

of re-definition and reformulationin our interviews

Wh I NN G§ALS | VYRNEKSY Wv dr38R1 F2NJ aSlyAy3aQ

As detailed above, existing studies of 3&kd the wider alternative soccerscap) not
variegate or analyse the plurality of experiences found on the field of play. Nor do they
consider the associated meanings which players take away from such collective moments
into their everyday lives. By situating my research within the particular expegs of a

wide sample of players wean begin to explicatéurther how many forms of praxiand
consciousnesmanifest and inteirelate on the same pitches of 3SF. Banison and

al NJ dzf I shaizarE Sidvénient éxperiences can be elusive,ilypititense, and

O 2 y (i NI RA03:8) 2T Nekefore, my approachill be to give space to playeirs

interviewsto reflect on what it feels like to play the game on their own terms (and in their
own language) and to document the common (and divergent) nasdhreads which

emerge from such reflections. It is hoped this approach demonstrates how 3SF gives
GFry3aAxotsS YSIyAy3a G2 LXFe@SNDRa ftA@Sa Ay O2y (NI

123



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

C2NJ YNBGAOKYSNE SYO0 2 RABURdtAraudidvhe redl fme'¢mctive G A | £ f
experiences which occur during political protes&s¥ F SNJ | w02 YLX SE Y20SYS
through whichsocial actorarticulate, Yeadtand actualise their concerns. The same concept

is well applied to the fields of 3SF, where playsds®%eadQmove, and express space in

specific ways. Through this common sporting language, playidigé adapt to novel

conditions anccorporally and cognitivelgollaborate In the development of a shared

understanding of these creative vernacular movemefastball players are then able to

RSNAGS YSIyAy3aa gKAOK WTIFAYR IONE d3KG,AKAS 80 ¥
2018:74-76). Further to this hope to document how players find suttbw andcollectivity

in 3SF

Macintyreusefullyterms theNB ¥t SOG A @S dzy RSN&  liljfeR@hightdn 2 F WT
be engendered in sportoetweenLJt | &nfeNtiBng, motives, passions and purposas a

WijdzSad T2 N YuedNbhbracler3ds iihe @ags intwkigh3social actors, as a

necessary collective social process, seek to rationalise their experiendesmprehend,

order, survive and relate to the world@und them (1981: 19509). Thdaskwithin my

interviewswill therefore be to uncover howdSHs Harrativisedand comprehended by the
players. | seektoaskK | & O2y aiAddziSa GKSANI WY20SYSyild @2

these speak to? In pursuit of what goal?

The Body as Narrative

For Weiss, the body offersdy  NNJ G A @S K2NAT 2y Q> GKNRdAzZIK GKA
derive meaningand makesense of the world2012: 3335). These are awstitutive of a

number of limited horizonghrough which social actors are able to articulate their

experiences and cauthorthe game of 3SF. This is a crucial consideration for my analysis of

interviews. As she explains further,
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Thereis no such thing as a simple act of perception since anything we are perceiving
F LIJSEFNER F3AFAyad + RSyaS o6FO]TRNRL 2F LI aidzx

include temporal horizons, spatial horizons, intersubjective and imaginary hoXzons

When playng 3SF, the configuration of the game, the style and spirit of the play, and the
playing body itseff NB Ay FT2N¥YSR FyR AyTt SOGSR 6A0GK | WR
presents and futurestachnarrativehorizon ishuslinked to individual and coliive

understandings of sport, politics and art. This complex of overlapping and interrelated

Wy I NN G§AGPS K2 NRAIT 2 ¢Sy, FeAddrnyhe engaged hutnPiaying St Ra 2 F
body, the experiences of playinand the practice itse/t & WYaSYlFIyiA O FASE RaAQ
understood and critically analysed as suly. approach wiltherefore be to identify
commonnarrativeK 2 NAT 2y a4 FyR F2N¥ Y& lylfeara OKI LIS
in 3SKsee Chapter 4)

Weiss alsodescribes thepotential disjunct which is felt by social actors, between

2OSNI LAY YR 02dzy R YyFINNI GAGPS K2NAT 2yaszx | a
. 2dzNRASdzQa O2y OSLJi 2F WONAR&araQ (kKkSasS OFy oS
the body(Shilling 2009. Despite their ineffability, | see these as productivessibf hquiry,

y2i (2 wazft@SQ GKS LINRPofSYa NIXAaSR Ay &dzOK Y
the various intersubjective social meanings which can be drawn fromadhefplaywithin

3SFTherefore the tensions and contradictions found within susgmanticimpertinences

will form another key avenuefanquiry (especiallyn Chapter s to the dynamic nature of

AL NI 6KAOK gAfft 0SS SEIFYAYSR 2 R$H 9AO0OKoOoSNAC

Enactive Approaches to 3SF

Howplayerexperiences of 3SF are best elicited, analysed and understood from a-sports
LJAe OK2f 238 LISNBRLISOUADBS NBYFIAY 0S@2yR GKS &aoz2
LIKSYy 2YSy 2t 23 Xad hpplied witHid dd:Bnk study>n Stade Rennaig,Fdfers
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profitable avenues omiquiry for my approackiGesbert, Durny andlauw, 2017). Here,

WSy OGAGS LKSYy2YSy2f 23 20RKY (E&RRS Nk 2 2R A10& | 1
gives primacy within playenterviews to the adjustive processes of paktitJ: G 2 NB Wa Sy a S
YI 1 A Y 3 Q(.e) tife diinadg@id\ieanings made between pdag both during and after

games and training sessign$his provides a further driver for the efficacy of interviews

within my own approach to 3SF.

Thisenactiveapproachemployed in the above studyonsiders how players' lived
SELINASYOSa INB | NNIy3aISRE O2YLINBKSYRSR FyR |
O22NRAYIGA2YQ oO0{lfl & mMppHE 5SS tI2f{2 HamnoOd L
GSIY NBtlIGA2YyaKALEA | MR SE2ISNASY OSRERY RIFS 0 F 22
reflections are then analysed together in order to draw out common themes and

experiences (see alsBpurbousson et aR012; Gesbert and Durny, 201Ppizat ¢ al.,

2009;Veralg 1999)

Developeds A 1 K (KS SELINB&A LJzN1}2&aS SaQOPREN dzKBy BIX B
through social actorswn words and reflectios, thismethodologicabpproach privileges

GKS O02YLX SE NBflGA2yaKALA YIRS 6SG6SSy F220(0
wider spork Yy 3 WS y gsedhBayjoraidpavits, aD16Blickersderfer et al., 2010;

Legrand, 200) Although predominantly appliedto elitedt Kt SG SQa hibgNEsLIS Ol A O S
reflectivebalancedapproachdo S 6 SSy W d=ivitoghienCd theé amateur

contexts of 3SF. Within my analysis | thidrefore group together and analys@e mix of

individual and shared collective meanings given to 3SF in my interviews. In doing so, | will

also provide a space rarely afforded to amateur athléteseflect upon their actions and

WA AGdzr 6§ SQ G KS WithiS &4 viidsracultlirgbuil playinged s

Summary
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In order to enrich our understandings of the competing discourses of those who share the
alyS FAStRa 2F LX &z Y& NBaSINOK gAatf SyLx 2@
3SF. It will consider how experiences of play‘Hegrativisedby individuas and guided by
collectiveflows, vocabularieshorizons,and external structural factors. It will also identify
common narrative themes and outstanding divergent cases in order to group and analyse
these appropriatelyThisnactiveanalysis of theP f A T S#BSANillRébalanced with

my own reflectionson the gamd- & | -bdtyisubjeciésdarched Thesereflections

will be presentedhrough personal narrative snapshots and field note extragtsch will
begineach analysis chaptelt is loped these more creative personalised passag#ls
augmentand enliverthe reflections ad responses ahe social field, tayive an
SOUKY2ANI LIKAO W@AGlITAGEQ (2 Y& NBaSI NDOKod

Havingforegrounded my fieldwork within the existing literature and a methodological
rationale, the followingnethodschapter willoffer a more descriptive reviewf my
fieldwork. Thisncludesthe practical and ethical considerations that | broughbititefield
as a PhD researcher ahdw my data was gathered and analygetluding the sample size
and demographigs It alsofurther details my attemptsto mitigate issues of power

androcentrismand unconscious bias founthis research

Yinghul TOQam bt H Wt KSy2YSy2f 238 2F GKS {20AFf 22NIRQI KS ¢
intellectual project of detailing the minutiae and mundanity of peoples everyday lives. The concept of

Wi A TS g2 NdpRyRd th éxpldinfhéwsociety/culture is experienced not solely as a product of external

forces or structures, demarcated by a Cartesian dualism but instead equally felt and experienced internally in

thought, emotion and also in bodily action.
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Figurel5. The esearcher beingterviewedabout 3Sky RTHationalTelevision in Germar8017. (Courtesy of
RTE)
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Chapter4. Approaches and Reflections

The following chapter is based on the ethnographic research | condérctedAugus 2017
through to AugusR020. This researateceived approval from the SSPSSR Ethics Committee
at the University of Kent and was developed using guidelines from the B3iisiology
Associationt? It is important to disclose at this point that previous to my PhD | was already
an active member of the 3SF communitjpined the London game at the launch of the
Triball league in December 2016 asdocompeted in the 2017 Worl@up with New Cross
Internationals. Follwing this tournament, | waappointed to the organising committee as
team liaison for the 2020 World Cup: an event which sadly was postpomiddt least

2021due o Covid19.

During my time in the field | plage3SF in the confluence of two rivers, an anarchist festival,
an abandoned sugar factory, a birly in Madrid, a former Olympathletics stadium,

municipal parks in Edinburgh, Bologna, Prato, and London, an art school in Litlaunaiaa,

part of contemporary art exhibitiorsin Germany andhe TATE Modern. | was also actively
involved in the dayto-day life of the 3SF community. This involved tasks such as helping set
up the hexagonal pitches of play, movieguipment to and fronstorage and socialising

with other players! & | YSYO6SNJ 2F | |WasazOidetviewed fiuft Q o { C
Germannationaltelevision and pictures of me plang appeared in a number &uropean

pressarticles about the gamat the time(see fig 15).

As aplayerresearchei(from August 2017 onwardd)played predominantly for New Cross
Irregulars and New Cross Internationals (and also temporarily with other teams) in the
Triball and Fordham Park Leagudowever,| also played in the firdthvisible LeageQ
experimental 3SF games in November 2018. These matchegiasednflatable bal,
acrylic paintand assorted sizes ofalington boots. Attendance at these gameas

followed by a3SFgameon the 33th day of the yeaat the Psychogeographic Poker and

15 See https://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/24310/bsa_statement_of _ethical_practice.pdf
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Quantum Chromo {hamic Poster Making workshop whioherkedtheW; yA 2y AaAy 3 2 ¥
22N] SNEQ d GKS W/ Siveftowd NEs Safeltoyshy Kbt if Reatéreddhedr O S
social field as an athlete, | have lgfan aesthete. The final formal interviews were

undertaken for the project after playing in the Edinburgh Situationist Disunited Football

League at Pilrig Park, Leith May 2019. Unfortunately | had missed the opportunity to play

in the Situationist tale tennis tournament held there a month earlier.

The ethnographic observations, notes and fieldwork diaries | gathered over the course of
these three and a half yeans the fieldwere complimented by 44 serstructured

interviews with players, organisersurators and activists from across the globe. These
interviewswere conducted with participants who had been involved across the games
RSOSt2LIYSyld aiayOS (KS FANRGOG 1y26y YIGOK I
through toits recentcontemporary sportingterations. Throughout theseesearch

experiences | encountered many of the ethical and epistemological dilemmas of a relatively
inexperienced researcher who was already involved in the subcultural practice under
ethnographic study. Aischapter will therefore giveeflections onsome ofthese issues
alongside my attempts to overcome questions of distance and objectivity. It also includes a
comprehensive overview of the task of data collection, including participant sample size and

a rationale for their inclusion in the project.

Early Daysand ExperimenthGames

In order to gain a sense of the contested and diverse terrains in which the game has been
developed and subsequently resisted against, it was impoftanmny researcho gather

data from people who have been involved in 3SF in a number of different cultural contexts
and capacities. Therefore, included in this research samm@éotball players, coaches,

artists and activists whwereinvolved in early experimental gas. Thisamplegroup was
comprised of members of the London Psychogeographic Association, The Workshop for Non

Linear Architecture and The Association for Autonomous Astronauts. These small
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autonomousgroups andactivistanarchistnetworks all used thgame as an experimental
political critique throughout the 1990snd continued to be active in the community in
keeping the anarchic spirit of the game aliVidnis included the devising of the 2016
Quantum Equinox Fluxus Football Festivals and other oethients which enabled players

to explore the relationship between play and politics through the game.

5 dzS { #2nytlopoEti@ eble within a concurrerdsamizdatfanzine and activisblYself
publishing network, | also interviewed those who wrote about the game under various
pseudonyms for Smile and Unpopular Prdgss was a key factor in my attempts to relate

the breadth and diversity of the social field of 3SF. Also in order for raaderstand how
influential these early cultural contexts have been in the recent developments of alternative

spaces for 3Sf found in the Invisible League in London, Cambridge and Alytus in Lithuania.

Drawn fromthis sample were those who first devisedetgame writers who helped spread

the game across Europand alsothoseplayeractivistswho more recentlyhad resisted

WA LR NI AASRQ 02 RA Thiosamplerovddale aRis fér inpdddoMD K A S &
analysis chapter, which details the complex meangys motivationsvhich accompany

3SF interventions anabsurdpolitical protest matchesvhich continue to be held in parallel

to more normative sporting iterations of the game.

Art Context

3SF habeen utilised in a variety of arts and cultural contexts as it provides an alluring and

Fd GAYSa waLlSOoul Odztf F N RSQOAOS (2 KANEWMSt A IKG |
regard | was able to gain valuable perspectiweshow 3SF has been used in contemporary

art contexts thraugh variousnterviewswith curators These includedith a leading

member of the French arts collecti4eied La Bichgwho put on a number of games during

the Lyon Biennale of contempary art in2009; theorganiser of the Witechapel GalleryyK

general electiorgamein 2010; and thefounder of Philosophy Football H@&ho helped
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organisethe INENART and the K&am square 3SF gamiesld as part of the 13th Istanbul
Biennale in 2018'¢ Also the curator of the Tate Modern 3SF showcase in August 2019 (see
Chapter 7).

This selectesearchd | YL S KSt LJISR YS Il Ay @I fdz2 6t S LISNEL
of 3SF within institutional art settings. They also helped me to understanditfegent

issues which are raised when activities such as 3SF are placed within such outreach contexts

as the game is used as a tool for public engagement. This pertained specifically to how the

game was framed by thoseeaking to instrumentalise it in derto make it intelligible for a

wider audience Alsohow thatframingwas perceived of in the wider playing community.

Internationalism

In a wider international context, 3SF halsobeen taken on and deloped in various
sporting formats In Belarusa nationwideWelcon 3@league involving over fodmundred
amateur teams was set up #011. Howeverinformation on why it only lastetbr one
season is scant. The game laéso been utilisedh Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia as part of a Milo
Cans Next Game®sidrnament. Although | contacted both organisations to find out more

about the gameseception | received no response.

However, | was able to interview various people within the international game who have set
up their own versions of 3SF in pedagadisportingcontexts This includedhe founders of
Futbol3Colombia since 20Bhd Tritball n Alabama since 201&lso,various members of
Dynamo Windrd FC who hosted the 2nd 3SF World Cup in 20idalsointegrated 3SF in
totheclubs®! f  SNY I GAGBSQ C2200ltft [/ dzZJ AY HAamp®

16 This was a match which brought international 3SF teams together for the first time and was pointedly
NEFSNSSR o6& | FftAf TONFKAY 5AY eRl &zastér baredidors tNé figld NB i RA ¢
and the airwaves in Turkey for being an openly gay athlete.
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Thisresearchda I YLX S 41 & 1S@& F2NJ odzAf RAy3 | gok RSNJI dzy
the game. It enabled me to consider how the game has been narrativised as an alternative

form of football, what nascer@SFclubs perceived the game to be achieving on a wider

scale. Also, whatarticipantsinvested into the game about its ability to engender long term

and sustainable change in society? Moreover, it gave me a number of perspectives as to its

pedagogical pantial and implementation in educational settings

Divergence

Over the last decade 3SF hagbalefined by competing visioffigr the future of the game.

Therefore in order to better understand how these divergent visions have interse(@ad

interacted)at tournaments | also interviewed players and organisers involved in the

Deptford X games (2012), the nth World Cup in Silkeborg (2014), the 2rid @iqgy in

Kassel (2017), a2 a0 NB OSy Gt ez (KS O2y i NBE®add#E A  Wdzy
(2018). This late8SRournament featured a currently active professional footballer

(Chievo Verona goalkeeper Stefano Sorrentino) for the first inBS® & K. ATRsl 2 NB
G2dzNyF YSyd FFfaz2 OFdzaSR I aOKA SYactanywhdi KS 3 Y S
RSYASR -AaM2NIWYVEFT o{ CSNEQ I OO Sthdoge play2rdavikgS 0 2 dzNJ/ |

already travelled to Spain to play.

Further to thissportingschism, included in the research sample are also several founding

members of the recently formedhvisible Leagu@Thisversion of 3Swas set up in

NBaLl2yaS G2 GKS AYyONBlFaAy3d WaLRNIATHOI A2y Q
the UKand lithuania,LJf @ SNBE 2F WLY @A &aAo6tS F2200FtfQ KI
alive the spirit of the more anarchic, Dadaist and experimentah$oof 3SF previously

developedat the Divus Gallery events of 201he Antil YA GSNBE A 1& W¢ MEROOKA |
workshopsl YR G KS 1 feddza ! NI {OGONRT1S . ASbotffl £ SQa WY
2015and 2017t £ F OAy 3 LI NIAOALI yiQad RAGSNESY(d LISNELI
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very usefufor me in further enriching mynderstandings of the competing visions of the
3FYS YR d RSGFAESR Ay [/ KIFILWGSNI ps 41 a GKS
triolectic of sports model to understand the dynamism and instability of emergent sporting

practices.

Sample Group

The largest sample group fany interviews was comprised of 3SF playets werebased

in the UKand who hadattended or participated in The Luther Blissett E&fptfordLeague
since its inception in 2012, the Triball League since 2016, and the Edinburgh Situationist
Disunited Football League since 2016. ahsincluded long serving members of founding
clubs, Philosophy Football FC, Aesthetico Athl&@B8BCPolish Huaria, Straéegic Optimism
FC, Deptford 3%Fand New Cross Irregulafdso,members of fledglin@SReams such as
Inter Melon, Partizan 3SFC, Oval B3#d Streatham Rove3SFCThe mix of older more
established teams and emergent 3SF clwiikin my samplegreatly enhanced my
understanding about the diversity of interpretations for the game, and the ways in which

the formation of clubs engendered a sense of community within London.

A number of interviewsvere alsoundertaken with casualeksregular players of the game
and nonplaying members of the community. Having a range of new comers to the game
(alongside veteran players and spectajarsluded in my sample/as an inportant factor in
obtaininga more nuanced understanding of how perceptiofn88F have changed over
time. Alsohow initial responses to the ganty playerswvererelated toboth Jorn and the

decentred competition at Fordham Parkmy interviews

3SF has been played by relatively few people over the course of its existence. However, it
would be unreasonable to expect them all to be represented in this ethnographic project.
Instead, | rely on aelectsample sizevhich includes many of the key figgg who have

developedand playedhe game over the last 25 yeas draw my conclusions. There is no
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guarantee that they give a typical experience of the game, although there were many

thematic commonalities which suggest validity in my conclusions (M§xi8£16).

33 of the 44intervieweesin my sampledentified as men8 as women, 1 as ndsinary and

1 as a transvoman. 5 of the sample identified as BAME or as a Person of Colour with the
rest identifying as White or White Other. The nationalitiesntérviewees weranajority (27

of 44) BritishHowever, heyalso consisted of participants from Poland, Turkey, France,
Portugal, Germanythe United States of America, Colombia, Lithuania, Romania, Australia
and Ireland. The age of interviewees rangeaahirage 18 to 64Having a range of

nationalities and demographics within my research sample | thought was a vital task as only
then would | be able to considéine myriad of perspectives about the game and its global
reach. This was vital in testing whethexperiences of the game were commacross the

playing community. Alsayhat differed depending on these various contexts and

interpretations.

Having read a pre prepared participant information sheet and had the opportunity to ask
any further questions about the project, each participant gave their unreserved permission
to use theirinterviewtranscripts for my research. Moparticipantswantedtheir real

names to be used, and 5 opted for a pseudonym of their own choo&mgppendix at the
back of this document provides a table which includes the location of each intethiew,

date of the interview and furthecontextualinformation of particpants(such as club played

for) for ease of reference

Active Approaches

Due to the substantial networks and contextual knowledge that | had built up prior to
undertaking myfieldworkinterviews, | was able to draw upon a wide numbepafticipants
to inform my analysisf 3SF1 had access to a number of mailing lists (including that of both

London Leagues and World Cups) to gafoether contact information. | also made sure to
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supplement these lists with my own contacts made whilaymg the game across Europe.
Rather than relying on standardised outreach emails and formal requests for interviews
(commonin the data collection proce}s used the8SFPF 22 G ol £ £ OF LIAGIE £ Q
within the game to help persuade specific soeiors in the field to be a part ohé project
(seeTucker,2020). This was a vital takk my researchas it ensured a plurality of

perspectives by current and former memiseof the community This would not havbeen

possible if relying onesponsesda generic calls for interviewees.

As StdI(2013 suggests, due to thenmersednature ofethnographic research, academics
have the opportunityin thesecontextsto reach out to marginalised members of the social
field. For me his meant involving members of the community (specifically some of the
women) who had stopped playing the game over recent years due to the changing
competitive environment of the leagues in London. | had heard anecdotal stories as to why
certain players hd stoppedplaying in recent yeardHowever | wanted to find outplayers
perspectivesrom those directly involved. In providing the opportunity for these
perspectives to be heard | hoped to mitigate some of the inherent bias in my findings which
had thepotential to relate an androcentric, hagiographical narrative about 3SF. Any
distortions of the data collected through these specific approachemferview

participants are entirely mine and | accept the risk that entailed.

When?

The majority of thanterviews were conducted during the morgtof November and
December 2018. At this poihthad participated in the breadth of activities in the fieldd|

was alsdknown to other participants beyond my association with New Cross Irregulars.
Carrying thenterviews out in such short proximity to one anothgasconducive to
maintaining momentum an&lowCln the research process. It also enabled me to adapt and
change aspectsf the interviewwhilst my reflections on their efficacy were still freshmy

mind. These dynamic considerationgluded how much to stick to the broad narrative
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themes which | hagre-prepared to guide the participastthrough the interviewor
whether to remainopen to productive diversions led by the interviewees. WHthist
malleabilityhad varying degrees of success in practjaetimes leading ra towards long
digressionsand diversiony | stand by the decision to be flexitdad openwhen carrying

out thisresearch(Holloway & Todrg 2003)

In my interviews mangpf the participants were excited to know more about the @atjand

my experiences dhe game. Thereforgpportunities were given dumg these

conversationgo ask questions dior the interviewee tolead discussion. This flexibility was a

key aspectofl KA a NBaSINOK Fa agAiK AadadzSa adzZNNEPdzyR
important to adapt, reframe, and listen to respondents in order to gain some insight into

their emotions and fee A y 3 & ¢ Garhd; 20N180). 9

How Long? Who Decided?

Anactivity asquixotic as 3SF required a suitably elastic and eclectic approach to data
collection.In thisregard, KS AYGSNIDASsa 6SNBE O2yRdzOGSR Ay f
choice This wador their own comfort and convenience. Each interview ladtetiveen 45

minutes to 5 hours depending on location and activity. In keeping with the spirit of the

game, some participants had creative suggestions for how and where the interviews should
G1r1S LXIOSo 'a /I Ay KIFa | NBdffcipatdintheS 3 S NOK &
formulation of the problem, in the choice of techniques, and in the construction of

SELX I yI (A 2 ys8)éAs suchiballowing fera more participatory approach to the

research process alsotook my cues from Lincoln and Deyizs@ident rejection of the

unnecessarily hierarchical and at times exploitative relationship between researcher and the

researched (1994).aimed to give power to interviewees in this regard.

wA OKI NRaz2y dzaSa GKS Y 8dmbrisifae hNiw thd study@Nsbeilli | € £ AT |
worlds although always partial, is multifaceted and requires multiple strategiepgmach

137



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

the subject (2000, 2003As a consequence of thiaultiplicitousapproach, my interviews

were held in a variety of unorthodaontexts and locations. These includaterviewsat

GKS Y2ydzySyid G2 GKS wmy wyz G&aRAEAitica pratest 2 F W/ |
march demanding the repatriation of Stolen Indigenous Australian artefacts at the British

Museum; extended psywgeographic drifts along the ldines of London Docklands and
Greenwichalsol ¢ G KS W2YLKIf2aQ 2F GKS . NAGAAK 9 YL
waterfall in Puglia; and during a tour of the significant sites of chaosGnadi y (1 KS Wb S g

¢ NR | yf SottiSl@ndeén.

Thankfully for the health of my field recorder and #ladorioustask of transcription,
AYOGSNIASga faz2 (G221 LXIFOS Ay Y2NB adarotsS Id
public houses, libraries, cafes and art galleries. In additidhis record keepingl alsokept

a research diary which reflected upon each interview in the hours after completion, and

wrote cursory notes about my experiences and appraisals of each meeting during these
interviews.One exception to my approach inistregard was with the founder of F3C in

Colombia, whom | had a number of Spanish language email exchanges using Google

translate.This obviously affected communication.

Every effort was made to conduct interviews face to face. However, due to logestida
financial practicalities the majority of international interviews were conducted using Skype
or by teleplone. Upon completion, each interview wemsen partially transcribed and placed
into broad subject groups through a systematic thematic approach. This drew out the
narrative commonalities as well as the contrastidgy | NNJ 6 A S Q LISNBLISOUGA GBS
Such common themeand divergenceform the basis of my three analysis chapters, which
broadly are focussed W5 S F A y A { A- th&Sontol&yifah un@fait of the game and
the symbolic violence of its renecodificationin Chapter 5WPoliticalt f | 3IBRas

politicised experiential play ahurbaninterventionin Chapter 6andW! F ( St A TS Q
tangiblelonger term praxis of 3SF in codifipddagogicahnd communitycontextsin

Chapter 7
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Why Interviews?

This research projeatas led by the results and experiences of fieldwork rather than driven
by a teleological hypothesis supplanted onto the subject. Thisanasportant factor as it
allowed me to be guided by the experiences and interactions in the (feld related
contexts)and notto foreclose avenues of enquiry in orderitsstrumentalisea previously

held resarch position. In other words, theofgllowed the feet and the feetollowed the

ball (Eichberg2016: 406)In this sensel, gathered much of my data through informal
conversations and observations during my tiplayingin the field. Howeverthe semi
structured interviews gave mandother playersafurther chane to reflect and consider

our own positiors within 3SF. Alsdyow we perceived ourole in the games past, present

and future.

Extolling the virtues of interviews in research, Brinkman and Karglee that this

methodological approachivesi KS 2 LILI2 Nlidzy A e (2 aYlI 1S asSyas
constructionoftheSt ¥ I yR 2FFSNI Iy Ay RSLIGK 2LJJI2 NI dzy A
(2015:150). hese moments of reflectioand explorationvere extemely valuable in

drawing out thenarrative framework for the projecnd in myfurther understanding of the

fragmentedsocial fieldof 3SF

Thecentralaims of my project were to democratise the narrativelsich have been
producedabout 3SFAIso, to enrich our understandings of the social fi@ldd identify the
forms of practical consciousness found theraivhilst myown immersed playing
experiences and perspectives (which form the narrative introduction to each analysis
chapter) provide the structural basis for thigesis the use ofinterviews werea vital
complimentary and reflective methodological toolhelpingto understand how 3SF is
collectively narrativised and consequently produced in sp@bey also held a vital position

within mymethodologicabpproach in understanding what shared meanings held the 3SF
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communitytogether andalsowhat divergent interpréations were causing tensions within

the game.

In what Polkinghorne (1995: 11) describestasW S Y LJ 2 { (i $Hieh a2 (#ing & Q

through interviewsg & G 2 N®B YSY2NA S& NBG I A gninivkiha® 2 Y LI SEA (
such the use of semstructured interviews through which to explore how participants

narrativised their experiences of 3SF enabled me to delve deeper into the complexity of the
gameas a lived practicelK Sa S WSYLIX 20 0SSR ad2NRSaQ faz Syl
meaningsand forms of consciousnesgich are associated with the game that more

structured and instrumentalised questionnaire style interviews may not hakieaed.

Moreover, thesdoosely structurednterviews provided anore intuitive, collaborativeand

responsive way to supplement my persoe#ttnographicexperiences in the field.

Interview Aftercare

As aplayerresearcher | had a responsibility of care to fellow 3SFers who agreed to be
interviewed. Despite the sensitructured and informal nature of the interviews undertaken,
the reflective conversationwe undertookoften involved manyorms of disclosure about
personal histories and events relating to potential traumagparticipants livesThis(at

times) meant playersvere relating information which was of alicate and intimate nature.
However participantsmay have not foreseethis disclosurgrior to our nterview.

Therefore b ensure that there was adequat®ntingency for thiutcome, | included the
contact information for a number of free counselling services on my information shbaet
may have been useful to participants in dealing with anythingeiciduring the interview
process. | also instigated email exchanges with each interviewee in the weeks following our
meetings This enabled me tmformally check in and obtain any feedback from them

relevant to anypotential safeguarding concerns. Thisaloffered the opportunity for
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intervieweesto redact information they felt mighbe too compromising or personat to

anonymise their response$his was not something which any participant requested.

A Note onAnalysis

As stated above my analysis is divided into three discrete chapters. This division and

presentation was developed over a number of stageanalysisafter | had completedhe

majority ofmy interviews Although there are multiple forms @nalysissoftware through

which to systematise and order data gathered whilst in the field, due to my experiences

playing the game over the last four yedasid thecontextual knowledge that alloweggl

began with morepersonal and intuitivenalyticalgroupings othe common themes which

emerged from my interviews.hIsapproachshowedme how the various participants

positionedr YR &aAldzr i SR GKSANI Wy I Nidtwbbrged gréugsNRA T 2 y & Q
These were those who were opposed to the current trajectory of the game and those who

saw thisformalisationr Yy R O2 RAFAOF A2y a 1S& (G2 o{CQa f 2

Within thesetwo broad groupinggof pro and anti 3SF asnascent formasedsport) | then

noted whetherparticipants within specifi,eams or 3SKerations articulated common

concerns or perceptions about the game in order to test whether these could form the basis

of my analysisThisprompted asecond stage of orderinghich furthervariegated the

intersecting narratives which constituted these broad grauisthis pointit became clear

GKFG 2yS Fylrteara OKIF LI SN of 3Sezand itsTngri@dle 2y (K S
forms, and anotheyon the ways in which a smaller cohétD of 442 ¥ LI NI A OA LI y (i Q&
related the game to its politicarigins andhe Situationists. As such, Chapter 6ased on

the responses of a vocal and influential minority whost visibly and demonstrably

NBaAalSR WértaBontandBuddnfeaning in 3SF as a form of political play and

spatial intervention. In contrasChapter 7 focusses on how 3SF fits withingbeial

transformationalism of thalternative soccerscape anlde gameswider use as a

pedagogical toaoin a global context
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Given the diversity and divergenoéresponsesvithin the 3SF communitgfter identifying
and grouping together participant responges these twoanalysishapters | decidedthat

my first analysis chapter (@pter 5 needed to primarilyget the fragmented social scene for
the readerand to provide important contextual information about the competing agencies
within the game As suchl utilised voices from across the social field to show the
contradictoryintersubjective and semantimpertinences which abound in the garéen
within the same teamsThis analysis chapter also furthegrved to demonstrate the fragile
coalitionswithin the gameand lay thefoundations for the subsequemtiscreteanalysisof

3Sk

The majority of my interviews werendertakenimmediatelyafter the 2018schism within
the game Thereforethis topicruns as a narrative thread whidboselylinks eachanalysis
chapter together. Howeveiin order to fully relatgo the readerhow the gamehas
developed and changed during my time in the fjéldegin each analysthapter withfield
notes whichcontainmy own narrative reflettons on the game, my interview experiences
andhow | was implicated in rece@SFdevelgpments Thesenarrative intoductionsset up
the key themes of the chapter in an accessible way and abmedrich and augment the
words of fellow playersrad 3SF organiser$he words of the interviews then act as a

springboard for me taliscuss these emergent themes wittore degh and rigour

Looking for Luther. Archival VisilsY R 1 KS W5ASGNRf 23AFLQ 2F o{C

Perhaps the most important figure the early development of 3SF was the former Watford,
England and AC Milan Striker, Luther Blissett. Howeespite repeated calls tthe
playei@agent, and multiple invitationBr himto attend games at Fordham Parkite d

the LBDL responses were unforthcoming frohis representativeabout my requests for

an interview about 3SMy project remains limited by this omission.
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How Luther Blissett is implicated withiine game of3SF is a more complex question than it

first appearshowever The former professional footballer has been credited with setting up

3SF training camps for young people during his playing days at Vicarage Road. He also
(apparently formed regularautonomous protests against productive society in the early
1980sasal| F@ R G0 | £ £ SNJnudhto th&kdelightlSh2 i X /50 Wg2 NJ Ay 3
heroe<at the San Sir;m Milan) (see Home1997).

Tothed STdzZRRf SYSy G 2 ¥F, LJtherBliksStidlalseia Kdtuseliame S NI
attributed to apredominantlyltalian, artistic, literary, and political movement with its
origins in the early to mid990s. Luther Blissett washam de plumend mythicactivist
character appropriated by vario@itonomousactivistgroups across Europe aiming te re
engage witheft-wing politicsthrough site specific urban interventions, psycho geographic
radio broadcasts, media pranks and burgeoning Internet activi$raLutherBlissettGroup
also authored many early texts about 3SF. Bli€3@rominent unlikely position in

narratives of class war and political resistance Wesefore a mischievous way to play with
new forms of politics, football and art and to secure collective anonymity for the real and
imagined activities. It waalsopart of, Il gioco dietro una partitathe game behind thgame
(seeDery, 2017Deseriis, 20111

In order to understand more abotthe gamed S K A Y Rri@eded{tayaim solid

grounding in theelatedliterature producedaboutthe game and th@lissettgroup. | was
therefore duty bound to utilise the wealth of 3SF archiwaterial available onlinelhis

included videos, photographs, newspaper articles, blogs, 3SF team websites and social
media accountsvhich referenced Blissett also used the extensive phyai print collections

and interview transcripts of the Fatuous Timesndlon Psycho Geographic&lssociation
Manchester Association of Psychogeography and Nottingham Psychogeography Association
Newsletters, AAA Conference reports and DadA Minerslaadailleuse Psychique

publications held at the May Day Rooms; a community harbnitted to archiving

anarchistactivist culture and radical politics in London.
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[ L2y [/ C/ G2 [/ hbLC! ® ¢KS LYLRNIIYOS 2F W/ 2

Ethnographies aréhicroscopi© Ay RSGFAf & | & bawatyf NBEa Sl NOKSN.
extrapolating broader conclusions from their stud{€eertz 1973).In this regard, m study

is situated withinextensiveacademiditerature in orderto betterdzy’ R S N& { IcyftiRal o { CQa
contex and its potential sociologicalgnificance. However, | also felt that spending time in

the wider cutural milieu couldbolster any purelyiterary academic survey theserelated

fields. In order to obtain firshand experience and contextual knowledgfethe alternative
soccerscapd therefore attended several matches of the two major alternative football

clubs in the London area. These werarattches othe explicitly left wing and anfiascist,

Clgpton Community Football Club, and@tK S W KA 2.4 @i ISINfparfekcélieéndeNA (0 S a
Duwich Hamlets FC. At these gamespoke to fans in an informal context about their

relationship to the club and football in general whilst observing theash¢fand thriving fan

cultures.

In order to get a sense of the widplayerinitiatives taking place in the alternative
soccerscape of London, | also played in the Play 2 Remember Football Survivors
Tournament, a joint initiative run baging Peadand Wootball for Hope, Peace and
UnityG’ This was heldit White Cityfdn Hammersmith during May 2018. Here, | also had the
opportunity to informally interview student coaches from Brighton based NGO
FootbaldPeace, who were running team bonding training routines, and players forelustic
for Grenfell FC. Alongside these interactionisstigated a furtheemail exchange with the
co-founder and head coach of the London based Hornstars FC, and a former Rwanda

national team playeabout the tournament

In a separate field trip to Brixton Sevens, a charity fundraiser for Angel Town Estate, | also

assisted irvoluntarytraining sessions and interviewed a number of staff from Football

" This DIY organisation uses football to raise awareness of the Rwandan genocide and forms African diaspora
teams in the UK.
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Beyond Borders, an educational football dhabased in South London. this context,we
discussed the potential of 3SF and its similarities to other constlathgames that were
employed by the organisatiomhich aimedo improve the communicabn skills of their

students

In June 2018, | attended the Confederation afdpendent Football Associations World
Football Tournamenivhich washeld across a number of ndeague venues in Greater
London. Alongside general observations about the nature of the tournament, its fan culture
and the contested displays of marginalisddntities, | also had the opportunity in my
capacity as a freelance journalist to meet and interview players from the Lebdsed

Barawa and Somaliland national tearmi$iis waslongsidenterviews ofrepresentatives

from Tibet, Abkhazia, Padania, Panjao Western Sahrawi football confederations. At

this tournamen | obtaineda good sense of what alternativteurnamentcontexts meantor
players, diaspora fans and clubs denied official recognition within mainstream football (and

wider society) to challege the hierarchies established within mainstream football.

Indicative ofmy furtherW & A (i dzl it hérayfenati@eCsoccerscagand following

interviews with affiliated3SFer} | was invited to play at a training session for London

Falcons, who play in the London Unity Leagbiey | Y G4 SdzNJ F22 0ol €t €SI 3¢
dzyAGS [ D.¢b F22G0FftfSNA YR 20KSNAR Ay | O2YL
(London Unity League, 20}8 also participated ithe Football Union at Blackheath, a

FNASYRt e F2200ltf 02ttt SOGADS 6K2 2LISNI GS dzyR

Alternative Sports and€las§Var Game®

Due D the relativelyrecent emergence of 3SHnitiated email exchanges with the UK
associations of other emerging sports Tchoukball, Sepak TardWorfball. This was to
gain a comparative perspective avhat challenges and obstaclegre foundwithin a wider

emerging sporting field when faced withicreasing (or even decreasing) levels of
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participation and codification. Thasoled to my participation in a Sepak Tekraw

Tournament held in November 2019 in Marble Arch.

Away fromW & LJ2 NI A y, BaBoaffeAd¢da Bumbei o/ t | a4 2eveid hbld ar S Q

the London Action Resource Centre in Whitechapel and the Bread and Roses Pub in Kings

I NPaad® ¢KAA AYyOfdzZRSR LI NIAOALI GA2y arket Al YSA&
t NSaa | F7FAY MHeréafidhdedsivereisvitedio concépalise and developnti-

capitalist computer games which would highlight inequality and engender-class

consciousness. The experiences and contextual knowledge gained throughout these

activities described above have given me what Istder a fundamental gunding within

both the alternative soccerscape and 3SF relatetivistactivities.It is dsoa practical set of
experiencesvhich augments the small amount of existing literature which spans similar

disciplines to 3SF.

Clean Research? Distance a@thjectivity

Sugden cogently asks in reference to the immersive nature of investigative sociological
NBE&SIHNDOKE K2g OFly ¢S WRAI Ay {deHowekeNII YR 1S
given the muddy terrain that much of my research was carried outfoyund keeping my

hands clean (or anything else for that matter) an almost impossible task. If | extend the

metaphor further, atthe end of the research periodmay have washed my full kit, boots

and shin pads at 60But the mudstains inevitablyemained. In this regard align with

feminist scholarOakley (1981¢ K2 & dzZ33Sada GKIFIGd a2 OIFffSR WK
collection mystify the idea of an objective researcher and alienate many participants and

researchers from the research proceseif.

As Baity and Talbofturther suggest, when we enter into sports communities as fellow
LI NGHAOALI yia aUKSNBE Aa y2 2LIGAYy3 2dzi 2F 2 dzNJ

sportspeople with whom we share the playing fields...sport puts us in touch with
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opponents...but also compelus to recognise, empathise with ane tesponsible for them
(2017:13).Assuchiti ¢l a y20 LI2&daAotS y2NI RSaANIofsS (2
distance during my time in th@SHield.

Oakley also rejects the idea that an interviewee shoulddensnerely as a source of data,
and that the interviewer should not be emotionally involved in theearchprocess.
Therefore, gzen the proximity and nature of the interactions | shared with many players of
the game(s) this lack of emotional investment was also not an option. In order to play the
game and be immersed in tt8SHield, | necessarily developed strong interpersonal
relationships with my research group and continue to feel a responsibilityatm in this

regard during thewriting process.

Further to thisresponsibility | acknowledge within my writing thaktS NBE A & y 2 WLIdzNB
RS & ONX LJI A 2 vy, ZD0QB3S) ineRidfrapdicwritignor one unaffected by the

personal connections nag in the field. Mferent researchers can see and interpret the

same things differentlyseeBehar &Gordon 1995; Erickson &tull 1998; GerstPepin&
Gunzenhause002).However by implicating oneselfas | have donayithin the field of

study, the researcher can at least contextualise the conclusions aifawm the project as a

whole.

W/ 2ya0OA2dza {dzo2SO0GADAGEQ

If we canunderstand play (through sports or otheames) asiminal spaces througtvhich

to experiment with relationships to ourselves and others, tllea failureto enter into

these spaces on the terms of the activiiself would have severely limited my experiences
and findings drawn from the fieldf 3SKSterchele 2016; Pink2009). It also could have
created a level of disconnection from those | was studywhgh woud affectinterview

responsesThroughouimy researchlthereforeadopted a research position which
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acknowledged my positionality in the fied an engaged and subjae member of the

community.

Whilst | subscribe to the idea that the viewf the participants are equal to that of mine,

thishas not meant | have uncritically accepted or preseritesdr suggestions and

responsesinstead lhaveS Y LI 2@ SR | T 2ad¢0 2 F0 @EQ@nhiatOQ 2 dx

through explaining and justifying my analysis as a qualitative researcher | become
GFO0O02dzy i 6tS F2NJ AYGSNILINBGlIGA2ya FYR GKSANI a
participants andhie communitg (Henwood &Pidgeon 1995 117).

Therefore, h attempting toprovide a responsible, balancédy R OP QK RS & ONR LIG A 2 Y
field, Ibelieve my role as ethnographerwas?2 a Yl 1S aSyasS 2F GKS | OGA
people as knowable agents...atamlattempt to make sense of thelthaking sensef the

SPSyida |yR 2LILR2NIdzyAdASa O210FNPYRukhgid GKSY Ay
this, | align withReinhartz (992), who suggests that as long as the ethnographic researcher

is selfaware in witing up their findings then these findings a#edzd S ¥ dzf Rl (I Q

A selfreflexive approach to this research project ledsobeen key in acknowledging the

strengths and weaknesses of mwn WS (i Ky 2 3 NJ LIK A GrmaiNBaB)FhisOSa Q o CSi
includedfrom gathering data through to ongoing analysis &mel discussion of the game in

an academic and public settiigeeAlvesson &kdldberg2000; Englandl994; Fie, 1992;

Hertz 1997; Olesen2005; Tedlock2000;VanMaanen 2011). In this regardI strived to

1SSLI Y& WLINE A Sy O S3srommanityla visitfeYpart®MNie prajeanidfinS
associategresentations. This also has meant transcribing instadoesg interviews

where mypresence is referenced directlyhishopefullylays bare myrole within the

production of knowledgén this project

If as Willisand Trondmandza3Sad > SGKyYy23aNI LKe Aa 0KS GRA&O
Odzy NB O2 NRA Y 3 (2082 5Kthex the/levéE @ Bnyhérsioa in the figll had
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over the last three years a crucial strength of my role &eliberate witnesSwithin 3SF.

This immersiorgave me unprecedented access to the 3SF community and enabled a

nuanced understanding of the social dynamics at play in and out of the hexdgamver,

guestions ofa lack ofdistance will always followmbedded projects suchsahis In

championing an immersive methodology, | in no wayhvigsfoster a claim to access

singular truth or authenticitypbout 3SFIn this sensetiis important to remember that there

Aada y2 3Adzr NI yiSS (G2 Wol Olaidl I&inlayefearch&dRISQ aA Y
subcuture as a participant (Mannin@009. Therefore, my approach aimedsteadto bring

G2 0KS fHiedddbconiifgént nature of the researchers$ol F YR ARSyGAG@E 0
2006 80).

GivingMy Positionalitya Sporting Chance

My position in the field was fraught with complexity and at times coaitgli lentered the

game in its most sportingontext, and without prior knowledge of its history or cultural
context. Ihadfirst heard about 3SF in 2013 ahdcame interestedn playing the game after
findinga BBQRadio documentary in early 2016laving played two sided football in
competitive amateur leagues at a fairly high level since a teenagexs inspired by the
possibilities of experiencing the chiamdescriptions othe game. However, | had no
knowledge of the SI, let alone Asger Javhen | became involved in the community as a
player. Upon arrival, | was swiftly signed up by New Cross Irregulars after a trialgame i
London Bridge. Soon aftdhad a PhD proposal based on my initial experiences of the sport
at the Triball league accegd at the University of Kentt wastherefore common knowledge

in the 3SF community in London that | was both an academic researcher and football player
from early on in the data collection procedsut given the eclectic mix of participants this

(to the best of my knowledgelid not prove a barrier to participation.

Notwithstanding some initial enthusiasm about the fact | was researching the game, after

the first few months | began to be treated in much the same way as most other players. This
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is a great benefit of longitudinal immersive studieshair ability to namalise(to a certain
extent) the presence of the researcher in the social milliaK &Morgan 2013. Further to

this, | endeavoured to be as open and honest with all participants as much as was possible
asto the aims (as much as they had begun to @&lyze) of my project and their potential
involvement or implication within this research process. However, in largéslsgatherings

(i.e. at the2017World Cup and surrounding activitleshis was not always possible or

practical.

As has been suggestbg Flemingvhen immersed in the field you need to negotiate issues

2F LINI OGAOK Tt AGE | yIRNISTIKIAIOEO 2056 AR AhdiedSye ick a0l A O
most games an@SFevents that | was involved in, | did not want to draw unnecessary

attention to my position as playerresearcher and made notes (if needed) discretely on my
mobile phone. | then wrote up my reflections and recordieesesignificant details in a
researchdiary or through voice notes, as to do so in the field was not alwesisstic or

conducive to play.

2 KSY b2id 02 52 wSaSINOKK ®BF LYLERZNULUIYyOS 27

Although I align with Hammersley and Atkinson (1995) when they argue that ethnographers
should not feel the need to participate in everything that goes on in a research group, the

W3 LJ2 NdmtaxytEdughwhich | joined the 3SF community made it necegsaravoid

being placed by key informants within one ideological aspect of the game. Given my

sporting background, knowledg# football, andtechnical ability, there was an initial

assumjpion from many of the players interviewsthat | was only interestd in analysing

3SF as a competitive sport. Equally, having observed the ways in which visiting journalists,
television crews and artis{sinwittingly) hadbecome caught up in a ecoplex game of

mythopoesis at 3Sfames in Fordham PatkK 2 SR YS (KS AYLR2NII yOS
all availableopportunities Geertz, 1988Eichbeg & Loland, 201
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My enduring association with New Cross Irregutesundoubtedly impacted on the data |
have been able to gatheilhis meant that oftetthere was an assumed complicity in
criticisms of the various experiential developments of the game, one which remained
despite my explanations of relative impartiality as a asber and a playeWith this in
mind, my research relied on developing a strong rapport with all participants through
maintaining a strong@thnographigpresence in each iteration of the game. This meant
gaining the trust of those | was playing with to show that | was a committed player and
researcher (Bosworth et aR005 Jansick2000).

Emergent cultural practices such as 3SF, are what can®@©deh 6 SR | & WideSa i Ay 3
where the values placed upon the activity are in a constant process of being validated and
reassessedby SYO SNB 2F (KS 02 YYdzy A iOBeéirdcNBadza K Wi Sa i
1975. Althoughinitially developedo relatei KS Re&ylF YA O I G Kt SGAO Ay dSH
WO2dzy U SNILR AY G Q 2y alsdb&SapfiadSoftte ineractiondwitttle G KA a OF
researcher in the field. If we understand the ethnographic researcher as a member of the
community who holds a vested position of authority in the ultimate production of

1y26t SRIS F02dzi GKS NB&aSHNODK adzoeSods GdKSy
validating their ownperceptionsassociated to the practice. In reflecting on how timay

have affectecblayerresponss, it is worth considering how there can be an assumption in

LI NOAOALI yi 20aSNBFGA2Yy (KL Gshaved iKt&estaBdd ST NOK S N
identityé Rameim 2016 12). Thiscould haveprompted partial or tailored responses in

interviews that would not be evident with more distanced researthis is amndoubted

limitation of my studyinto 3SF

Male and Pale? Ethical Issues and Reflexive Approaah8SF

Most research into sport and physical culture is done about and by men (often for a
predominantly white male audience). Therefore, the task of a feminist researcher is to

challenge the genderedssunptions of the data collected. Alstg mitigate the unconscious
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bias found in both subject, self and the research process in geriataii¢, 1989;
Hargreaves & Vertinsky, 200Federsoret al,, 2018;Wax 1971)

A key concern for my project wasderstanding and negotiating the effect of my role as a

white, heterosexual, male researcher in a predominantly male subculture and the

subsequent consequences of this privileged, racialized and gendered position in the

ultimate production of kowledgeabout 3SHseeCleland &ashmore2011;Messner,

1990, 2010Wheaton 2002. Further to thisprivilege interviews were often undertaken in

all male settingsQccasiondl sexist language or crude remankgsre alsomade by

participants and wersomething | felt complicit in as | did not challenge these remarks for

fear of distorting the data gathered. | decided that these should be included in the final
analysegwhererelevan) and | employed ways to anonymise such instances where

appropriate.l 2 6 S@S NINAT MNP KWL RA FA R S eRahsttrdughditS G NR 2 dzs

theseresearchencountersand needs acknowledging.

The vestiges of efemic patriarchal oppression were also apparetiien reaching out to

some of the femal@SFers for interview. In particuldhis was found within their reluctance

or surprise at beig asked to be involved in suoksearch. This sprise was on the basis

GKFG 0KSaSRARWEHR ORKI Wi QBKSANI O2y i NAwheri A2y & ¢
compared to more dominant figures in the community (the majority of whiehe male).
ThisK A 3Kt AFIKGAa |y 2y3I2Ay 3 Aa&aiadzS likyudhesdarhy (G KS Y
(Morris, 2010. Justasa Ow2 6 0 A S SV {ESAAINBSRE  (AkYe faku MIin@uek G A 1j dzS
women in the research cfubcultures athe Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies at
Birmingham Univesity in the 1970s, myesearchattempts(in a small wayto become part

of the widereffort which aimso address thé? 3 Sy R S NJ vihichicghtihyeS t pefvade
academigseeCooky & Messner, 201English2017 Hargreaves, 1994; Hextrum, 2019;

Free & Hughson, 2008tooks 1993 Messner 1992; Musto, 2017;Wheaton 2007).

Conclusion

152



Benjin Pollock Threesided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape

This chaptehas offered alescriptive andriticalaccountof mydata collection processt

provided a justification and rationale for my sample sa®further detailedthe practical

decisionghat | made whilsin the field andn the interview settingMy methodological

approach as a player researctgr3SFcombinedpractical, reflexive, sensory and embodied
knowledge Thisattempted to augment, and at times, challenge tolown, assumptive, and

remote androcentricresearch positionsAs suchit wasanl LILINE | OK ¢ K le@dK & 2 dz3a K
0 & (K Sndah2 RidefenvironmenfWacquant, 2019.

The main strengthof my researclstemfrom a contextualand embodiedknowledge of the

field andanimmersion within theBSFcommunityunder study. Howevethis invested

positionalso had itshortcomings|In this regard, | concede that fields of research remain

constructs which areboth limited and shaped by the constrairasd inconsistencesf

individud researcherand theirown embodiedHarrativehorizon®Q Therefore, my findings

only offerasnapshot into the game of 3SdareA Y T2 NY¥ SR o0& Yeé 2gy wasSy
A Y LIS NI ARyrghet © $hi& ilsoacknowedge how ¢hnographic research is by design
intersubjective As suchmy researctexists inand through a dynamic interplay with others

(from outside and within the fieldyvho may welkchallenge my analysdf the lifeworld of

3SHGranek, 2013My research is alsproblematicallydefinedo & | WLJ (G NR I NOK | §

and an unconsciousias(which although mitigated againstuns throughout the project

In the emergencef a Wew Wave of Football EhnographyQ Pearson rightly questions what

are the biases, values and prejudices helduohimmersiveresearchMoreover, he

considershow suchmethodological LILINR | OKSa Yl & T Aff AlAS RS L2 NI
within the group (20162). However in my position & a playerresearchetbody-subject |

believethese limitations (alongside the obvious strengthsiouldbe embaced.Only

throughentering intocritical conversations about hambivalennature of participant

observation andby deconstructingpuriousy 2 0 A2y a 2F W28 Ol A JS RA &L
augment epistemological paradigms and practically realise new ways of interpreting and

transforming theworld. Therefore, vith a commitment to\onscious subjectiviffand to
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relating my findingsn an acessible manney it is hoped thamy methodologyprovides a
bridgebetweenthe experiences of theesearcheiin the field,that of other3SF playersand

a wider readershipAlso, that ithegotiates(to an extent)what has been termed the
AYLRRAAAOAT AlGe 27 dASlVKY 20DNDIYINA & MSpyiyNG 2
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Analysis
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Figurel?7. 2nd 3SF World Cup Kas$2(Courtesy of DW)
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5 2 Ze
N T R

Figurel8. 2nd 3SF World Cifasse#3 (Courtesy of DW)

Figurel9. 2014 3SF World Cup Silkeb@gurtesy of KFUM)
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Figure21. Group Photo Deptford October 2018 after tinst reformed 3SF London ganf€ourtesy of

3sidedfootball.com)
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Figure22. LBDL Match Da@CCP vs SOFC vs Deptford 3GE_(Courtesy of CC)

P

Figure23. PostMatch Tensions Deptford 20 Personal Collection)
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Figure24. 2017World Cuplream PhotdNew Crosinternationals(Courtesy of DW)
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