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Abstract: 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ōŀƭƭΦ 5ŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ΨǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩΣ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ 
artist and philosopher Asger Jorn conceived of three-sided football in 1962. However, the game 
remained a purely abstract philosophical exercise until the early 1990s when a group of anarchists, 
architects and artists decided to play the game for the first time. Since these early experiments 
three-ǎƛŘŜŘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘΩ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ 
contemporary art installations in France, through to youth outreach programs in Colombia. Far 
beyond its emergent context, and as a codified and formalised sport, the game continues to 
resonate for a myriad of social actors in search of alternative ways to play and live in contemporary 
culture.  

This thesis provides the first ethnography into three-sided football. In doing so, it privileges 
much needed player perspectives on how DIY initiatives are attempting to redefine football in 
response to the hyper commodification of the elite two-sided game. More broadly, this research is 
an exploration of how societal alternatives (sporting or otherwise) are imagined, produced, 
fragmented, ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 
are comprised of individual and collective social agencies which respond, and adapt to, pre-existing 
structures, inherited symbolic practices and received cultural logics.  

Drawing from forty-four semi-structured interviews with players, coaches, curators and 
activists from across the social field, this research is situated within the recent contestations over 
the games trajectoryΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ ŀǘ 
play as the three-sided football community has grappled with how best to foster inclusive, less 
competitive sporting spaces. AƭǎƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ the practice within 
pedagogical settings has offered a sustainable future for the game. In highlighting the heterotopic, 
dynamic and ontologically uncertain status of three-sided football, this thesis argues that the game 
offers participants multiple and competing ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ 
remake the world; be that as a ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎǳǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 
intervention, or as a form of community engagement. 
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Abstract 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ōŀƭƭΦ 5ŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ΨǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩΣ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ 

artist and philosopher Asger Jorn conceived of three-sided football in 1962. However, the game 

remained a purely abstract philosophical exercise until the early 1990s when a group of anarchists, 

architects and artists decided to play the game for the first time. Since these early experiments 

three-ǎƛŘŜŘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘΩ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ 

contemporary art installations in France, through to youth outreach programs in Colombia. Far 

beyond its emergent context, and as a codified and formalised sport, the game continues to 

resonate for a myriad of social actors in search of alternative ways to play and live in contemporary 

culture.  

This thesis provides the first ethnography into three-sided football. In doing so, it privileges 

much needed player perspectives on how DIY initiatives are attempting to redefine football in 

response to the hyper commodification of the elite two-sided game. More broadly, this research is 

an exploration of how societal alternatives (sporting or otherwise) are imagined, produced, 

fragmented, ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

are comprised of individual and collective social agencies which respond, and adapt to, pre-existing 

structures, inherited symbolic practices and received cultural logics.  

Drawing from forty-four semi-structured interviews with players, coaches, curators and 

activists from across the social field, this research is situated within the recent contestations over 

the games trajectoryΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ ŀǘ 

play as the three-sided football community has grappled with how best to foster inclusive, less 

competitive sporting spaces. AƭǎƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ the practice within 

pedagogical settings has offered a sustainable future for the game. In highlighting the heterotopic, 

dynamic and ontologically uncertain status of three-sided football, this thesis argues that the game 

offers participants multiple and competing ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ 

remake the world; be that as a ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎǳǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 

intervention, or as a form of community engagement. 
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Glossary of Tactics 

The following glossary acts as a reference point for the reader in order to help outline or 

clarify a number of key concepts, tactics and phrases which are introduced and threaded 

throughout the following thesis. Whilst it is important to acknowledge that the meanings of 

many of these terms remain deliberately ambiguous and multiple, it is hoped that these 

practical definitions will also act ŀǎ ŀ ǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ 

readers will devise further triolectical football experiments. 
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Pataphysics 

 

Pataphysics is a concept central to the recent history and absurd development of three-
sided football. However, it is also one which eludes simplistic definition. Pataphysics can be 
described crudely as a parodic intellectual literary movement which dates back to the late 
19th century. It is chiefly concerned with the creation of intellectual frameworks which can 
be used to parody and probe at the limits of scientific rationalism and metaphysical inquiry. 
First promoted by French writer Alfred Jarry, this quixotic and elusive term also relates to a 
ΨǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƪs to utilise the supposedly benign and rigorous function of science to 
prove (and  justify) absurdist positions. Also, to propose imaginary solutions beyond existing 
material objects and practices. By the middle of the 20th century a number of Collège de 
'Pataphysique were set up across Europe through which such absurdist propositions could 
be developed, researched and disseminated. During this time Pataphysics also became a key 
part of the aesthetic tactics of Asger Jorn (the founder of three sided football) and the 
Situationist International, who both sought to destabilise the existing world order using 
humour, appropriation and myth making. In particular, Jorn developed his parodic concept 
ƻŦ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ Ψǎƛǘǳ-ƭƻƎƛŎΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘheories of nuclear physics. In 
doing so he created three sided football. The ways in which the revived London 
Psychogeographical Association Newsletter also utilised extensive historical archives and 
scientific justifications within their texts and practices shows the importance of the concept 
to both the 20th century avant garde, 21st century creative activists, and also highlights the 
thin line between reality and illusion within the contemporary game.    

 

The Absurd 

 

Directly related to the notions of productive parody within Pataphysics, Ψ¢ƘŜ !ōǎǳǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ!ōǎǳǊŘƛǎƳΩ ŀǊŜ concepts utilised within this thesis to consider the radical ways in which 
three-ǎƛŘŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ tƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ 
in contemporary capitalist culture. In this resǇŜŎǘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ōǎǳǊŘΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ-sided football 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ !ƭōŜǊǘ /ŀƳǳǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŜŀǇ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
beyond outcome, meaning and seriousness and move towards more uncertain and wilfully 
unproductive sporting and political prospects. The use of the term Absurdism in my work 
also represents how the forms of critique and protest found within three-sided football are 
inextricably linked to the avant garde art movement of Dadaism which sought to counter 
bourgeois sensibilities and productive capitalist logics through irrational and nonsensical 
forms of anti-art. The wilful attempts by contemporary players to refuse meaning (and 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ Ψŀƴǘƛ-aesthŜǘƛŎΩ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 9ǉǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
radical emancipatory potential of Absurdism is found within the understanding that three-
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sided football should be considered as a ΨǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎǳǊŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ΨǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎǳǊŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ which the audience (and players/actors) are 
able to discover the alienation of their existence through formal experimentation and a 
deliberate lack of instrumentality or coherence.  

 

Psychogeography  

 

Dating back to the mid-1950s, Psychogeography is a practice inherently linked to the ways in 
which various avant garde movements sought to counter the alienating experiences of 
ǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ΨŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǘƻǿƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ LƴŦǳǊƛŀǘƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ όDǳȅ 5ŜōƻǊŘύ ŀǎ ΨŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǾŀƎǳŜΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
with the Situationist International. This group of writers, artists and philosophers (of which 
Jorn was also part for a time) developed direct strategies through which to play within the 
existing urban environment in unexpected and wilfully irrational ways. Central to their 
practice was Psychogeography ΨŘǊƛŦǘƛƴƎΩ; an activity which required an active disposition to 
move through urban spaces in innovative or unorthodox ways. These acts (so the theory 
goes) would lead to a radical re awakening and form of critical consciousness about the 
ways in which humans are controlled and psychically policed within rationalised and 
segregated urban centres. In order to experience a liberation from these architectural, 
physical ŀƴŘ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ΨŘǊƛŦǘΩ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ and 
occupy space. Such psychogeographic drifts were called derives and included superimposing 
maps from one city on to another as a way to be freed from the logics and spaces of 
capitalism. The performative nature of psychogeography and its romantic allure has meant 
that it continues to be used within various artistic and literary contexts in contemporary 
culture. Of particular relevance to the recent history of three-sided football are the London 
Psychogeographical Association and the Workshop for Non Linear Architecture who were 
both active throughout the 1990s and early 2000s. These groups used the game as a pretext 
to drift through and occupy urban spaces across Europe.  

 

Triolectics/Trialectics        

 

The term Triolectics is used throughout the thesis. It encompasses a wide number of 
concepts with various origins and spellings. In its broadest sense, Triolectics is concerned 
with transcending and overcoming binary thought and practice. For Asger Jorn, Triolectics 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊƛǘȅΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ 
which attempted to challenge a dominant philosophy and logic of dialectical materialism 
and to present a three stranded alternative which would destabilise conceived 
understandings of rational logic, aesthetics, science and philosophy. Three-sided football is 
the practical way in which Jorn explains Triolectics as a neutralising scientific force. Despite 
its pataphysical tendencies, Jorns philosophy can also be closely linked to the dialectics of 
ΨǘǊƛǇƭƛŎƛǘȅΩ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ IŜƴǊƛ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƛǎŜ ƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ 
ΨǘǊƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎŀƭΩ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ 
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within a relationship between lived, perceived and conceived spaces. It is also one which 
considers the radical political possibilities found within such lived spaces. Further developed 
by a number of spatial scholars and critical geographers (most notably Edward Soja in his 
ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘƛǊŘ-{ǇŀŎŜΩύ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
critical deconstruction of the binaries of subject and object, the abstract and the real, and 
the lived and imagined. The various three-sided concepts which inform this thesis each 
search for new paradigms to understand the world in time and space. 

 

Ludus vs Paidia       

 

Ludus and Paidia are two contrasting forms of play which remain central to understanding 
recent developments within the game of three sided football. In this context, Ludus can be 
defined as play which operates within tight restrictions, regulations and outcomes, whereas 
Paidia refers to spontaneous and unstructured play. These terms were initially developed by 
the French sociologist Roger Caillois in the late 1950s as he sought to place play and games 
on an analytical continuum. At one end were forms of restrictive, constraints-based, rule-
bound forms of play, and on the other were more expressive, child-like, rebellious, and 
improvised iterations. This delineation encapsulated a wider contemporaneous trend which 
sought to understand how play had developed in modern culture as binary, competitive and 
outcome driven. Also, how various forms of play could at once be utilised in the service of 
revolutionary agendas and used to subdue the masses. The Situationist International (with 
Jorn) extolled the virtues ƻŦ ǇŀƛŘƛŎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǇǳǊŜ 
ǇƭŀȅΩ ƛƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭƛȊŜŘ ȊƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƭǳŘƛŎΩ 
play occurring in dedicated sports arenas and segregated leisure spaces in urban life. In 
ordŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ ΨǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ ǘƘŜǎŜ alienated spaces needed to be 
countered with more rebellious and provocative expressions of playful freedom.    

 

Détournement 

 

In a broad sense to détourn means to appropriate the language, images, signs and symbols 
of capitalist culture and imbue them with radical political content. This can include defacing 
commercial products and overlaying texts over existing advertising to awaken the masses to 
their exploitation and indoctrination. Through détournement social actors are able to build a 
new world in the shell of the existing one, to gain agency and see the world anew. Drawn 
from its French origin, détournement can be translated as the act of rerouting and hijacking. 
Alongside psychogeography, it was another key tactic espoused by the Situationist 
International in their revolutionary program to overcome the totalising effect of post-war 
capitalist consumer culture. The act of détournement (later also known as culture jamming) 
was also a corner stone of DIY Punk aesthetics and anarchist activism but has since been 
adopted (and recuperated) into a number of counter revolutionary commercial advertising 
contexts.  
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The Excessive 

 

¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜsis takes on multiple meanings. It is adopted from Robert 
CƛǎƪŜΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀƴΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘŜȄǘǎΤ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
demonstrates a form of critical productive capacity in relation to their leisure pursuits. 
However, it is also a word which links us back to the intellectual milieu of the mid-20th 
century where there were attempts to understand how forms of revolutionary play and 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
to enact ǘǊǳŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
one who seeks to reach beyond instrumentality and rational logic, and one that refuses the 
binary logics and capitalist structures of power (be that in sport or other cultural contexts). 
The excessive thus relates to the active appropriation of space, the transformation of social 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ attempt to disrupt existing 
norms, values and hierarchies.  

 

Autonomia  

 

The narratives which emerged during three-ǎƛŘŜŘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 
anarcho activism of the 1990s has many links to the social movement known as Autonomia 
Operaia (or Autonomous Workers Movement). This term refers explicitly to the anti-
authoritarian Marxist political collectives who emerged in Italy during the 1970s. These 
outlier groups sought to challenge the dogmatic and hierarchical nature of the Italian 
Communist Party, build independent social centres and stage self-organised wild cat strikes 
and occupations in the industrial centres of the country. Within the mid-1990s milieu, 
emergent activist groups further organised around these autonomous principles (notably Ya 
Basta! and Tute Bianche). In this context neo-Autonomia groups also included those within 
creative cultural and artistic contexts. Part of this revival movement was the Luther Blissett 
Project, who were a loose collective of activists who also utilised three-sided football as a 
form of humorous literary critique and direct social action. The ways in which various three-
sided footballers articulate the need to reach beyond the staid dialectics of Marx should be 
considered within this lineage of autonomous activism.    

 

The Liminal 

 

The use of the term liminality within this thesis is ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ΨǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛƴŀƭΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ΨōŜǘǿƛȄǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΩ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
exceptional. Thus it is a state which can act as a threshold for new forms of consciousness 
and a site of radical political possibility. In this sense, liminality holds the ability to nurture 
and create new forms of community and non-hierarchical solidarity. Liminal spaces of play 
and collective action can also destabilise social relations, political certainties and pre-
existing practices. However, these radical possibilities should also be understood as 
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ambivalent given that the temporary disruption of the social, political and sporting order 
may offer only distinctly manageable forms of dissent. This duality of the liminal 
encapsulates the inherent difficulties of translating transient feelings of liberation into 
practical and tangible change. This is an issue which has characterised scholarly debates 
surrounding the efficacy of the neo-situationist revival and various forms of creative 
activism over the last 30 years. It is also an issue which can be further explored in the work 
ƻŦ aǳǊǊŀȅ .ƻƻƪŎƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ IŀƪƛƳ .Ŝȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ !ƴŀǊŎƘƛǎƳΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ !ǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ½ƻƴŜǎΩΦ 

 

Magico-Marxism 

 

Magico-Marxism wŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΥ ! WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 
9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ мффсΦ Lǘ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴǘ ΨŎƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǊΩ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
characterised the far Left throughout the 1970s and 1980s. It sought to re-appropriate and 
reuse these empty slogans within the context of a neo liberal hegemony typified by 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩΦ !ǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ to 
such defeatist proclamations (and in the wake of a number of profound political setbacks), 
Magico-Marxism fused polemical Marxist-Leninist revolutionary language within dense 
myth making which attempted to tie together seemingly unrelated narratives surrounding 
the unwritten history of the British Empire, the Occult Magick of Aleister Crowley, Pagan 
Folk Culture and the nascent anti-globalisation movement. A number of Magico-Marxist 
inspired texts also interweave three-sided football within such unlikely literary fusions: 
notably in the LPA Newsletter and related DIY publications.   
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Figure 1. Flyer from first known 3SF game in 1993. (Courtesy of WNLA) 
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                 Figure 2. Letterist 3SF Manifesto 2016. (Courtesy of DAMTP) 
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Figure 3. Edinburgh Situationist Disunited Online Flyer 2018. (Courtesy of R.T) 
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Figure 4. Alytus 3SF Experiments #1. (Courtesy of L. Blissett) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Figure 5. Alytus 3SF Experiments #2. (Courtesy of L. Blissett) 
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Figure 6. SOFC Team Photo 2015 (Courtesy of SOFC) 

Figure 7. Triball League Group Photo March 2017. (Courtesy of Triball) 
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Figure 8. Philosophy Football 3SFC Team Photo 2018 (Courtesy of Philosophy Football) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 9. St Kilda 3SF Melbourne 2016 (Courtesy of 3SFAU) 
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Introduction 

 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ hƴŜ ōŀƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜΦ 

 

A Brief History of 3SF  

         

.ƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ aŀƴƛŎƘŜŀƴ Ψ/ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ devised as an illustrative 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩΣ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ artist and philosopher Asger Jorn first conceived 

of three-sided football (3SF) in 1962. ΨSituatedΩ within an open letter to the renowned 

nuclear physicist and former Akademisk Boldklub (Academic Football Club) goalkeeper, Niels 

Bohr, Jorn argued that a new triolectic iteration of football could demonstrate how moving 

beyond dialectical (or in this case two-sided) approaches produced a radically altered 

ΨŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƭƻƎƛŎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜ-ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƎŀƳŜΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ultimately either have a neutralising influence on player relations or ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ŀƴ ΨŀŎǘǳŀƭ 

ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ, the team which conceded the least goals would be the 

victor.  

 

Although a seemingly simplistic sporting proposition, 3SF was at once an irreverent and 

obscure crƛǘƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀǘƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊƛŎΩ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

of Euclidian geometry, and also a reaction to ǿƘŀǘ WƻǊƴ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǎŜǳŘƻ-ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ 

scientific logic which pervaded capitalist culture. In line with his absurdist involvement with 

the International Movement for an Imaginist Bauhaus (IMIB) and the recently formed 

Scandinavian InstitutŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ±ŀƴŘŀƭƛǎƳ ό{L/±ύΣ о{C ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨƻǇŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

through which Jorn was able to play within the flux and flow of alternative ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ΨtruthsΩ, 

ΨŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎΦ Much like the imprecise and 

rebellious brush strokes expressed through Ƙƛǎ ΨŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎΩ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ, WƻǊƴΩǎ 

triolectical theorising (and his involvement in the above mentioned avant-garde collectives) 
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intentionally set out to defy the rigours of rationalist scrutiny, whilst also reaching beyond 

existing aesthetic, political, sporting and philosophical traditions.  

 

In a review of a retrospective exhibition ƻŦ WƻǊƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ at the Lefebre Gallery in New York  

(no relation to Henri), Guy Atkins suggested that trying to maƪŜ ΨǎŜƴǎŜΩ ƻŦ  the Danes playful 

political philosophy was akin to pitching a chess master against a footballer who stands 

upon the chessōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ΨƪƛŎƪǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΩ (1983: 10). Perhaps due to this elusive 

impenetrability, and indicative of his little known influence within the Situationist 

International (SI), (the prominent revolutionary political collective active between 1957 and 

1972) - 3SF remained a purely ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƳŀǘŎƘΩ 

was played in Scotland in 1993.  

 

Held as part of the experimental programme at the Glasgow Anarchist Summer School, and 

in a collaboration between the autonomous Workshop for Non-Linear Architecture (WNLA) 

and the recently revived London Psychogeographical Association (LPA), in this context 3SF 

became a material practice through which an unlikely coalition ƻŦ ΨǳƭǘǊŀ-ƭŜŦǘΩ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ 

ŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘǎΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ΨŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘǎΩΣ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƎŜƻgraphers and footballers 

explored new forms of ΨƴŜƻ-ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ public interventions. Although the 

structure and form of the game remain loose and contested to this day, the central premise 

of those early experimental games was as follows; three teams, three goals and one ball. 

Preferably with matches played on a hexagonal pitch. 

 

Following on from its first (im)practical realisation, matches of 3SF were further developed 

in London throughout the 1990s by a number of outlier autonomous political groups and 

their associated DIY publications. Reports of the games revolutionary triolectical potential 

filled the pages of a number of journals and fanzines, including the LPA Newsletter and early 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀǘǳƻǳǎ ¢ƛƳŜǎΩ; a parodic absurdist situationist inspired art-zine which was 

widely distributed by activists across the capital. These texts further developed the myth 

surrounding 3SF and placed the activity within other ΨaŀƎƛŎƻ-aŀǊȄƛǎǘΩ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ 
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digressions about ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ψpsycho-activistsΩ who were attempting to 

ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ΨƭŜȅ ƭƛƴŜǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ population back from open insurrection.  

 

As an absurdist literary and political device, 3SF was also soon taken on (and appropriated) 

by a number of other autonomous creative groups in Europe. These included the Italian 

based Luther Blissett Project who announced their imposing presence to the wider 3SF 

community with a politico-sporting intervention at the tƛŀȊȊŀ ŘΩŀǊƳƛ ŘŜ CƻǊǘŜ Presentino. 

This game was a response to AC aƛƭŀƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ capitulation to Ajax Amsterdam in the 

Champions League final and Silvio .ŜǊƭǳǎŎƻƴƛΩǎ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭƻǳǎ resignation as Prime Minister in 

1995. Alongside producing further parodic texts about the games founder, (this time re-

identified as the former Watford FC striker Luther Blissett), ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜƻ-ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƛŀΩ fantasista 

artists and cultural activists also held a number of ΨǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ о{C Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

ChampionshipǎΩ in Bologna and Rome in the mid to late 90s.  

 

Not content with such earthly geo-political concerns, another creative activist collective 

called the Association of Autonomous Astronauts (AAA) also held a number of intergalactic 

anarchist conferences across Europe at this time. These ΨconferencesΩ (and their associated 

official programmes) espoused 3SF as an ideal training mechanism for non-instrumental 

left-ǿƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ !!!Ωǎ Ǉarodic motto άŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ the impossible, achieve the 

ŀōǎǳǊŘΗέ ǘȅǇƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ [ŜŦǘ ǿƘƻ ŦŜƭǘ 

the only way to work towards an alternative politics was through ironic post-modern 

ǇŀǎǘƛŎƘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŀΩ ό.ƻƴƴŜǘǘΣ нллт) utilised the revolutionary politics of 

the 1960s, Chaos Magic, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴǘ Ψ/ƭŀǎǎ ²ŀǊΩ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ of the 1980s to 

create heightened political hyperbole and aggrandised mythopoesis about the imminent 

revolution which never came. HƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ о{CΩǎ future pedagogical potential and the 

demonstrable accessibility of such absurdist sporting diversions, the AAA were also invited 

into primary schools in Vienna to demonstrate the game to a number of excited classes 

during this time.   
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In the 2000s, 3SF continued to grow in popularity. Alongside a number of notable 

experimental 3SF artistic events held as part of the ΨAlytus Art Strike!Ω in Lithuania (which 

included 9 simultaneous games on the same field and rotating bicycle goals), the game was 

also staged ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊǘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛme. This included in 

5ƻǊǘƳǳƴŘΩǎ ΨDƭŀƳƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ DƭƻōŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΥ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ aŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ !Ǌǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩ held at Phoenix 

Hall in 2006. Also, at the Beacons Arts project in Lincolnshire, UK, where artists Sally OΩ 

Reilly and Mel Brimfield staged a game between local teams within a participatory public art 

programme in 2007.  

 

In 2010, 3SF ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌun up to the UK general election as OΩ 

Reilly again used the game as a novel form of exit poll between Tory, Liberal Democrat and 

Labour representative teams at the Whitechapel Gallery in East London. Indicative of this 

new artistic sporting trajectory, 3SF was also used a number of times from 2009 to 2012 by 

French arts collective Pied la Biche. This French team of curators used the game to engage 

conventional football teams and the general public in contemporary art festivals in Lyon, 

Metz and Bretigny-sur-orge.       

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳΩ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмлǎ, 3SF became 

at once a formalised competitive sport, a commercial gimmick and also a pedagogical tool. 

LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ о{CΩǎ ǊŜŎent diffusion, loosened from its emergent context, in 2011 a 

Belarussian telecoms operator (Velcom) sponsored a 400 team nationwide tournament of 

ΨоDΩ όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ о{Cύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

rule book and accompanying video gŀƳŜΦ 9ǉǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΣ bŜǎǘƭŞΩǎ ΨMiloΩ drink used the 

ƎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ΨbŜ·ǘ DŀƳŜǎΩ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ ƛƴ нлмнΦ More recently, the 

game has been appropriated as a tool in the service of the Ψrevolutionary soft drinkΩ, Coke 

Zero. However, in Colombia, a more noble variant of 3SF was also developed in 2012, called 

Futbol 3 Colombia (F3C) which has since been awarded local governmental support in 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΩ through football.   
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In the UK, following the games ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊƛƻƭȅƳǇƛŎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 

Olympics at the South London DX Gallery, the Luther Blissett Deptford League (LBDL) was 

established by a mix of emergeƴǘ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎΩΣ tolisƘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

hǇǘƛƳƛǎǘǎΩ in the summer of 2012. Over the first three seasons, several new 3SF teams 

emerged looking for a sanctuary from the commercial excesses and hyper commodification 

of the two-sided game. Demonstrating the appetite for alternative (more inclusive) forms of 

football, these clubs have since made a home within what they perceive as a sport; one that 

has the ability to better represent its players and act as a pre-figurative site of political and 

sporting transformation.  

 

3SF can now be considered a global sport. From political protest matches held in Turkey and 

Lithuania; celebrations of inclusivity in Australia, Malawi, Germany and Borneo; through to a 

philosophical symposium on the future of football in Spain, 3SF continues to be championed 

as an alternative and disruptive form of football. Testament to these emerging ΨsportingΩ 

prospects for the game, the International Three Sided Federation was established in Istanbul 

by members of the alternative football clubs Philosophy Football FC, Dynamo Windrad and 

Ayazama FC in 2013. Since then it has also been played in a number of showcase exhibition 

events within a network of Left-wing alternative football tournaments across Europe.  

 

A pivotal moment for the recent development of the sport was the fiǊǎǘ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ о{C ²ƻǊƭŘ 

Cup held at the Asger Jorn Museum in Silkeborg, Denmark in 2014. Following the success of 

this tournament there have been a number of other popular developments within 3SF. This 

has seen the foundation of the Edinburgh Disunited Football League in 2016, the breakaway 

competitive sporting league of Triball in London Bridge in 2017, and a FIFA produced video, 

which describes the game mechanics to prospective players and coaches. Reflective of the 

extended reach of the game, in Alabama another 3SF iteration has recently been established 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ǊƛǘōŀƭƭΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘeamed youth soccer events since 2016.  
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In August 2017, the 2nd 3SF World Cup was held in Kassel, Germany. Here, one of the 

founding members of the LBDL, New Cross Internationals (the team which I had recently 

ƧƻƛƴŜŘύ ōŜŎŀƳŜ о{C Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΩΦ However, despite Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ΨŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΩ ŦƻǊ 

the first time since the halcyon days of 1966, the victory was a bittersweet development for 

the game. о{CΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ emergence as a new form of football had not 

been without controversy and contestation. In this sense, New CǊƻǎǎΩ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ proved to be a 

tipping point.  

 

In the face of a seemingly intractable sporting hegemony, a schism developed in the playing 

community as to 3SFΩǎ future prospects and current trajectories. Whilst many players saw 

nothing wrong with the development of the game within the structures, practices and 

values associated with two-sided football, others sought to bring 3SF back to its 

experimental political origins. This aimed to resist ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ΨǊŜŎǳǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ and 

ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ within the sports-industrial-complex.  

 

It is within the context of о{CΩǎ recent sporting diffusion (and its accompanying 

contestation) that I entered the field as a player-researcher in 2017. Consequently, it is also 

where I firmly ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜΩ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ about the game. 

 

Why Study 3SF Sociologically? 

 

As detailed above, few emergent sports can offer a comparably profitable site (and quixotic 

history) through which to consider the diverse questions which have informed and shaped 

my research. In this regard, о{CΩǎ liminal status between a competitive sport, a form of 

creative activism and a performance art practice, enables research into the game to 

consider the enduring relevance and legacy of the SI in contemporary culture. Also, the 

uncertain prospects found in the realisation of such forms of playful politics. Furthermore, 

an ethnography of 3SF can ask more broadly how abstracted philosophical or political ideas 

are realised ƛƴ ΨǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΩΦ Moreover, how counter cultural practices are ΨōǊƻŀŘ 
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ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ become subject to ǘƘŜ ǾŀƎŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǿƛƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ necessarily 

respond to pre-existing societal norms and received cultural paradigms in these popular 

contexts.  

 

5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ о{CΩǎ wider sociological significance, the game is also inextricably linked to 

a recent social movement Ψagainst modern footballΩ. This movement has included the 

establishment of alternative football clubs and related DIY initiatives aiming to build new 

forms of political solidarity through the grassroots game. In this regard, research into 3SF is 

able to probe at the complex cultural meanings and ontological investments which are 

made to football ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ ǘƛƳŜǎ. Also, it forces us to consider what the motivations of 

players involved in these projects are and whether such alternative engagements become 

expressive of a latent anti-capitalist and communitarian impulse within the grassroots of the 

contemporary game.  

 

Within a broader sporting context, research into 3SF further questions how alternative 

sporting practices emerge and are produced in space, what factors affect their form, 

structure and values. Also, whether the game offers sites of practical consciousness and 

reflexive resistance for players. This line of inquiry may show us the ambivalent nature of 

individual and collective agency in sports activism and the new typologies needed to frame 

such actions.  

 

Further to how a study of 3SF can be of use to the sociological field (and beyond), through 

an immersive study into the dynamism of the game, we can ask how players involved in 

ΨƭŜŦǘ-ǿƛƴƎΩ alternative sports may reflect upon, and negotiate, the difficulties of reaching 

beyond the ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƻȄƛŎ ƭƻƎƛŎǎΩ ƻŦ inherited competitive team sport. Also, 

how sports remain syncretic embodied cultural practices operating within distinct flows and 

tempos which are informed by the everyday, but also have the ability to transcend these 

quotidian contexts. In this sense, my research project is also drawn into wider philosophical 

debates about the political importance of play in achieving a Ψrevolution of everyday lifeΩ. 
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Also, how social actors are able to engender a ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ through transient 

occupations and interventions into strictly controlled or policed urban spaces.          

 

Novel Approaches and Existing Studies 

 

Indicative of the variety of contexts in which 3SF has been played and developed over the 

last three decades, research into the game could draw from a number of theoretical 

frameworks and literatures. These include: art history, political theory, radical geography, 

literary criticism, media theory and the sociology of sport. In this regard, /ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩs (2017) art 

historical study into the game remains the only other work which has dealt with 3SF in any 

depth. His approach contextualises 3SF through its links to the psychogeographic revival in 

the early 1990s and focusses (more generally) on WƻǊƴΩǎ ǳƴƻǊǘhodox approach to aesthetics 

in relation to his Marxist revolutionary philosophy. Relying solely on correspondence from 

prominent figures within the activist milieu which spawned the first practical realisation of 

ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ /ƻƭƭƛŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ όƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜύΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜek to democratise the narratives 

about 3SF, nor consider the complex meanings that have been given to the contemporary 

game as a sporting practice.  

 

In contrast, my research ΨsituatesΩ 3SF as it has emerged as a codified sport and distinct 

creative political practice. It asks why 3SF has found an enduring social life as an alternative 

sport. Also, what its ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴships to politics, art and 

football in contemporary culture. Further, my research gives voice to those who have 

continued to shape 3SF over the last decade. It offers a space (previously denied) for players 

who have been involved since its inception to reflect on 3SFΩǎ recent trajectory as a popular 

sporting practice.  

 

The diverse meanings projected onto 3SF from various players (depending on the context) 

speaks to critiques of the benign, apolitical function of art in society, a dissatisfaction with 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ΨƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜΩ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ, and also, the alienating nature of 
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ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΦ Therefore, in its critical appraisal of how each of these positions 

potentially collide or coalesce on the same fields, my analysis offers a complexity that partial 

descriptions of the social field of 3SF have thus far missed. In short, the main contribution of 

the following thesis is as the first sociological study into the dynamic interrelationships 

made between sporting space, play and activism within the cultural practice of 3SF.  

 

Project Outline 

 

My analysis of 3SF will not be bound within discrete disciplines or singular prescriptive 

theoretical explications. Rather, it begins by contextualising the recent developments of the 

game ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ōǳǊƎŜƻƴƛƴƎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ. 

In this sense, I align my work with a growing number of academic studies into various Ψ5L¸Ω 

football initiatives across Europe which are seeking to wrest control of the game away from 

the dominant market-oriented logics of neoliberalism and hyper-commodification. In 

outlining the critical contributions and potential limitations of such studies, I also respond to 

the need articulated by Carter, Burdsey and Doidge (2019) for activist researchers to 

produce politically engaged scholarship which is committed to both transforming sport and 

epistemological approaches to the Sociology of Sport.    

 

Chapter 1. The Alternative Soccerscape 

 

What football means to different people and who is empowered to articulate that meaning, 

are multi-layered and complex cultural questions. Since the establishment of the Premier 

League in 1992, football has been championed as a key export success of British business. 

Thus, it is a commodity form which is immersed within wider global flows of capital. 

However, activists, fans, and players have continued to nurture alternative contexts to 

experience a sport, which for many, has also lost a key part of its ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǳǎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 

node of local and civic identity. Reflective of a wider movement ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘǎ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ Ŏommercial excesses of the game, the 'alternative 
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soccerscape' has taken up the baton passed from the DIY ethos of the supporters trusts of 

the 1980s and 1990s. In doing so, they have formed coherent and vocal critiques against 

what they also perceive as the endemic corruption of the governing bodies of football.  

 

Fan-activist groups have ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ΨǇƘƻŜƴƛȄΩ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ to better reflect their 

communities. Notable examples in this regard are FC United of Manchester and AFC 

Wimbledon. Amateur grassroots clubs, such as Republica Internationale and Easton 

Cowboys and Cowgirls, have also emerged as key sites through which non-professional 

players relationships to football and politics are rehabilitated in an inclusive transformative 

sporting environment. Placed within this cultural milieu, my first literature review 

contextualises 3SF in a wider lineage of resistance in football. It also surveys existing 

academic approaches to football activism within the Sociology of Football. Next, it identifies 

how contemporary forms of opposition should be understood as discursive. As such, it 

becomes necessary to define the nature of football resistance (and football more generally) 

ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ-liberal tƛƳŜǎΩΦ  

 

¦ǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ (2016) explication of ǘƘŜ ΨƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΩ which 

surrounds football as a contemporary cultural form, Chapter 1 argues how activism within 

football is directly related to the uneasy position the game occupies between a community 

asset and commodity form. Here, I identify key analytical concepts which have sought to 

variegate and complicate our understandings of the reflexive forms of resistance found in 

contemporary football. These are specifically, bǳƳŜǊŀǘƻΩǎ (2019) ΨCŀƴ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ 

ŀƴŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩs Ψ{ƻŎƛŀƭ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ƻŎial TransformationalistΩ DIY 

trends. Through the potential application of these fluid taxonomies to the wider field, the 

chapter further considers how the vast majority of recent literature about Ψactivism in 

footballΩ sits within a ΨreformistΩ tendency and is focussed on fan groups. This reformist 

tendency fundamentally restricts the ways in which activist projects in football have been 

able to reach beyond existing sporting structures, outside of current institutions, and the 

wider neo liberal narratives of Ψself-relianceΩ and Ψeconomic sustainabilityΩ.  
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Chapter 1Ωǎ primary role is to identify how 3SF fits within a trend of what Numerato terms 

ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΣ and what Kennedy and Kennedy term ŀ Ψsocial 

transformationalistΩ movement in DIY football. It further tests this contention to consider 

how a number of recent case studies have emerged which offer comparable player 

authored and player focussed ethnographies in the alternative soccerscape. These studies 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ Ǉƭayers actively seeking new contexts 

for participation.  

 

With a particular focus on existing studies into the UK based clubs of Republica and Easton 

Cow Boys and Cow Girls, I aim to question the staunch anti-capitalist critiques held (and 

identified) within such initiatives. Also, how the lack of sub-altern voices or wider 

application of theoretical frameworks limits existing studies into the transformationalist 

trend in DIY football activism. In this regard, this chapter further articulates the contribution 

of my research in democratising and complicating such positivist, hagiographical and 

androcentric studies. 

 

By situating 3SF within a wider network of alternative clubs and tournaments held across 

Europe over the last two decades, my first literature review chapter places 3SF within a 

ǿƛŘŜǊ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ the alternative soccerscape. This is 

highlighted namely through Sterchele and Saint-BlancŀǘΩǎ (2015) study of the ΨaƻƴŘƛŀƭƛ 

AntirazzistƛΩ ƛƴ aƻŘŜƴŀΦ Lƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴalogous forms of ΨdesportizedΩ football (and 

the related literature) the chapter then draws out a classical philosophical quandary found 

in my work, as to the productive capacity of both rule bound and free form play in 3SF, or 

what Caillois (1961ύ ǘŜǊƳǎ Ψ[ǳŘƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtŀƛŘƛŎΩ ǇƭŀȅΦ        

 

Chapter 2. The Production of Space, Situationism and Creative Activism 

 

Having foregrounded my research within the existing literature about the alternative 

soccerscape, my second literature review chapter offers a more expansive and wider 



Benjin Pollock                                                            Three-sided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape 
   

31 
 

reaching theoretical consideration of the complex social field of 3SF. It offers a number of 

theoretical paradigms through which to move my research forward. In this regard, Chapter 

2 ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ΨaŜǘŀƴƻƛŀΩΣ Ψ{ȅƳōƻƭƛŎ CapitalΩ ŀƴŘ 

Ψ5ƻȄŀΩ and how these may be applicable to my case study. Through these concepts, it builds 

a framework through which to analyse and assess the competing experiences of play found 

on the same hexagonal pitches. Also, it is an approach which allows me to consider the 

unseen structures and ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎΩ exclusory practices which may have influenced о{CΩǎ 

recent trajectory as a sport which is vital for my first analysis chapter.  

 

DƛǾŜƴ о{CΩǎ relatively recent emergence as an alternative form of football, this literature 

review chapter considers how new forms of physical culture are produced, contested and 

realised in ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ forms a major part of my analysis and is my primary 

research question which runs throughout this project. Utilising the work of French spatial 

theorist, Lefebvre, I detail how the production of sporting spaces are governed by three 

conceptual strands: nameƭȅΣ Ψ{Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩΣ ΨwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǇŀŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ (or ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨperceivedΩ, ΨconceivedΩ and ΨlivedΩ spaces). In privileging 

my analysis within the ambiguity and contested nature of the ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ о{CΣ the 

chapter constructs a further theoretical framework through which to relate 3SF as an 

ambivalent heterotopic site of agency, stricture and belonging. This is a vital paradigm in my 

later analysis of the myriad of ways the game of 3SF has moved on from its emergent 

context.    

 

Further equipped with the work of Lefebvre, I then question what the embodied 

experiences of playing 3SF are able to tell us about lived spatial practices and how the use of 

the body can be considered a central site of political resistance. In this sense this question 

investigates how the liminal and fleeting experiences of activism in sport allow players to 

test out alternative engagements with politics, space and identity.  
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In order to sufficiently analyse the plurality of perspectives about the game of 3SF, (and in 

preparation for my second analysis chapter), the final section of my literature review 

considers the relevance of wider comparative literature relating to trajectories of 

ŎƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ΨƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ ό²ƘŜŀǘƻƴ, 2013) and the playful politics of 

ΨǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŀƭǘŜǊ-ƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ Moreover, it places 3SF (uneasily) within 

an enduring legacy of the Situationist International in contemporary culture. Also within the 

мффлǎ ΨƴŜƻ-situatioƴƛǎǘΩ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ in European autonomous activism. This serves to identify the 

ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨplayΩ and politics through the key SI tactics of 

psychogeography and detournement. Also, their relevance to our understandings of the 

enduring meanings attached to 3SF as it is practiced today.  

 

Lastly, in reaching beyond sporting paradigms, I identify crucial comparative case studies for 

3SF within what Ravenscroft and Gilchrist have described ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƻ-ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ 

(2013). This enables my analysis and discussion to consider a further research question 

which relates 3SF more broadly to how various other emergent political/creative activist 

projects have emerged to counter the sense of dislocation and anomie ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ 

tƛƳŜǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ recent decades. Also, how these activist projects may similarly be characterised 

in part by a quixotic refusal to be bound within rational or productive schemas privileged 

within scientific academic discourse.  

 

Focusing on the existing literature on the primarily London-based Ψcreative activistsΩ found 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ όǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ performed 

various public interventions as a ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩ through the unlikely 

combination of parodic sport, humour, politics and perfƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǊǘύ L ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ о{CΩǎ 

equally uneasy relationship within contemporary art institutions. This enables me to 

question if the game should be considered ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ΨŀǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ όIǳƎƘǎƻƴ, 

2019) of football or ǿƛǘƘƛƴ CǊƻƎƎŜǘǘΩǎ όнлмфύ Ψ!Ǌǘ-{ǇƻǊǘΩ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳΦ             
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In summary, my literature review begins with how best to situate 3SF within an Ψalternative 

soccerscapeΩ. In doing so, it uncovers a number of apposite paradigms through which I 

consider the game in specific relation to activist DIY movements against modern football. 

The second half of the review opens out my discussion of 3SF to build a theoretical 

framework which can relate the complexity of the social field. Also, to think more broadly 

about the uncertain and fragile nature of projects seeking social transformationalism. 

Having built a theoretical grounding and understanding of 3SF within my literature review, 

my methodological chapters then go on to develop how I practically applied this framework 

to my data collection and analysis. Also, it appraises what difficulties or ethical dilemmas I 

encountered in the field and justifies how I examined, thematised and discussed such a 

diverse, diffuse and complex social practice.   

 

Chapter 3. From Excessive Player to Excessive Pundit 

 

My methodological approaches, reflections and rationale are also split over two contrasting 

chapters. It begins with an assessment of the difficulties of privilege, normalisation and 

assumptions of access, which accompany immersed research. My methods then considers 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǘƘlete-ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ observation. The majority of the 

first methods chapter, however, is devoted to further exploring ways to relate and identify 

the dynamic tensions of agency and stricture found within 3SF. In this regard, I build upon 

IǳƎƘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ LƴƎƭƛǎΩ (2000) ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ 

me to develop a tool kit thrƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΩ, ΨŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘΩ, or 

ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ, may be found on the hexagonal fields of play, and within the 

ΨŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ Lƴ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ work, I also adopt an augmentation of 

IǳǎǎŜǊƭΩǎ ΨōƻŘȅ-ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΩ ǇŀǊŀŘigm; one which justifies how my application of a 

ΨǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ-ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜƴŀŎǘƛǾŜΩ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊ ΨƴŜǿ 

ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ in 3SF. This is a much needed addition to the wider study of the 

alternative soccerscape.  
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A central aim of my research was to understand how participants made sense of the 

experience of playing 3SF on their own terms. As such, Chapter 3 lastly considers what 

MacIntyre (2016) would describe ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ from within the 3SF 

community. Lƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎƻǳǎ Ψaction-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΩ and embodied approaches to the study 

of football playersΩ Ψpractical consciousnessΩ, I therefore identify the importance of the 

recent ΨŜƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎȅΩ ƻŦ DŜǎōŜǊǘΣ 5ǳǊƴȅ ŀƴŘ Hauy (2017) in uncovering the 

ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ made by football players. This offers a useful tool in my own 

attempts to capture ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ ƻŦ 3SF players from 

those directly involved in the action.      

 

Chapter 4. Approaches and Reflections 

 

My second methods chapter provides a systematic description of how my research data was 

collected and thematised. It also offers a number of justifications relating to sample size and 

fieldwork approaches. Moreover, this chapter considers the limitations of my own 

ΨŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ to the 3SF field and reflects upon the benefits of 

ethnography and interviews in this regard. It also considers the unconscious bias and 

androcentric privilege, (which although mitigated against), still runs throughout my 

research. Given my active involvement in the 3SF community over the last three and a half 

years, (both as a committed player and the primary team liaison for the London 2020 3SF 

World Cup), I outline the access I had to a wide demographic of players which may not have 

ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǊŜƳƻǘŜΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ circumstances.  

 

Chapter 4 also details the necessity of visiting anarchist and activist archives of the LPA and 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŀƳƛȊŘŀǘΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ of much of the early literature about the 

game and related activities. Lastly, this chapter shows the ethical responsibilities that I had 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ΨŜthnographic 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜǎΩ όCŜǘǘŜǊƳŀƴ, 1998) in the field. These ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜǎΩ ōƻǘƘ challenged the powered 
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relationship between research and the researcher whilst also continuing (in part) to 

replicate or reinforce such divisions.       

 

Following the comprehensive survey of my methodical rationale and further reflections on 

ordering and validity of the data gathered, my thesis then moves on to analysis and 

discussion. This brings to the fore how the responses and actions of participants speak 

directly to my main research questions (see below). My analysis chapters also highlight how 

the study of the game can contribute to our wider understandings of the difficulties 

encountered by those seeking to engender lasting or sustainable change through alternative 

forms of sports, activism and DIY communities.    

 

Chapter 5. Ψ5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ¢ŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ 

 

In keeping with the triolectic ΨspiritΩ of 3SF, I split my analysis into three discrete chapters. 

Although there are necessarily overlaps between the themes touched upon in each, my first 

analysis chapter pivots around ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ¢ŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ which came to the 

fore during the 2017 World Cup in Kassel. Utilising EichbergΩǎ (1998) ΨǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘΩ 

model, I show the effects of the ontological and semantic uncertainty which abounds within 

3SF. This chapter also acts as a springboard for my subsequent investigation into how 3SF 

provides meaning and purpose for those involved in the play. In this regard, Chapter 5 aims 

to give the reader some broader contextual knowledge about the fragmented and 

contested social field of 3SF and the difficulties encountered in realising an inclusive DIY 

Ψ{ǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩ. In this sense, it speaks directly to a main research question of the thesis which 

asks, 

 

How are alternative sporting spaces produced, sustained and developed? 
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In order to respond to the above question I begin by showing how 3SF offers participants a 

ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨǉǳŜŜǊ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ a dynamic space for fostering ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 

masculinitƛŜǎΩ. It also critically questions the myriad of motivations of social actors who seek 

alternative forms of physical culture. Following this, (and with Bourdieu) Chapter 5 then 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎƻmpanied 3{CΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ an 

ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ sportΩ. Also, whether the formalisation, codification and replication of 

normative sporting modes of hyper-competition and hierarchy has changed the game. At 

this juncture, I demonstrate how 3SF as a recently formalised sport in London has had to 

contend with ŜȄŎƭǳǎƻǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΩ ό/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 2009ύ ŀƴŘ ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ 

ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ ό.ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳ & Passeron, 1977) as a popular practice. These are values which also 

pervade and inform normative binary competitive sporting environments.  

 

This identification enables a wider discussion about how social actors have attempted to 

prevent the game replicating the structures and values of two sided competitive football in 

order to sustain о{C ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ practice. In this regard, Chapter 5 lastly responds to 

{ǘŜǊŎƘŜƭŜΩǎ όнлмр) calls for the further study of quotidiaƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ƻŦ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ 

and explores the reflexive reforms introduced at the LBDL in efforts to increase 

participation. In highlighting the collective response to dwindling numbers in London, it 

shows how 3SF offers a unique site of embodied ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ consciousnessΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

alternative soccerscape, where players have been empowered to play towards a triolectic 

transformation of football from below. 

 

Chapter 6. ΨPlay and PoliticsΩ 

 

Having outlined the plurality of perspectives regarding the recent trajectories of 3SF as a 

competitive formalised sport, Chapter 6 provides a platform to explicate the enduring 

association of the game as a form of unorthodox political praxis and ΨexperientialΩ play. 

Here, I am able to further consider another of my key research questions which runs 

throughout each chapter. This question asks through the study of 3SF, 
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In what ways does sport/play offer a liminal space through which participants feel 

able to test out and realise alternatives? 

 

Building upon the latent liminality of 3SF identified and discussed within my analysis thus 

far, Chapter 6 seeks to understand how the games contextual links to the Situationist 

International and Jorn provides a productive site for players to remake their relationships to 

politics and praxis in diffuse and often oblique ways. Although not representative of the 

wider playing body sampled for this project (10 of 44), this vocal minority remain prominent 

and influential figures in developing experimental forms and iterations of the game. This 

sample further points to an alternative outlier vision for the game in line with its political 

origins and emergent context. Also, it points to broader issues relating to how transient 

embodied spatial interventions in 3SF offer valuable moments of transgression within 

everyday life.   

 

Chapter 6 begins by detailing the importance of psychogeography as a revived Situationist 

practice through which select ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ΨƳƻǊŜ ŦǳƴΩΦ Lƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ {ƭŀōƛƴŀ όнлмпύ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀ ΨƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

the liminal spaces of 3SF, next, the chapter considers what tangible political potential 

players consider their actions to hold. This highlights the importance of play (in its liminality) 

for players to realise new forms of solidarity, community and praxis.  

 

Placed within the wider context of creative activism, the second half of this analysis shows 

how Ψhaiku 3SF gamesΩ serve as a way for participants to regain what Lefebvre has termed 

ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΩ, intervention and occupation of urban space and 

within art gallery contexts. This discussion draws upon a further research question of mine 

as to how 3SF and its associated psychogeographic activities may reflect a wider sense of 

dislocation and anomie ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ. In this regard, I consider how the game may 
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reflect an urgent need to counter the alienating consequences of a seemingly intractable 

political status quo and the increasing atomisation of communities in urban life.  

 

Given the parodic and absurdist political narratives which have long informed the game, this 

analysis chapter lastly takes the joking, parody and laughter which accompany the game (in 

print and pitch) as a serious point of discussion and an elusive part of the analysis. Here, I 

consider absurd humour as a political tool. Also, how a refusal to play by received 

conceptions ƻŦ ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ŀǊǘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƛǊƻƴƛŎŀƭ Ψaǳtant-

{ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ ό.ƻƴƴŜǘǘ, 1999) and a distinct form of protest against rational logic. Moreover, 

I widen the ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ о{C ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴ ΨǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩ 

(Eichberg 2010ύ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǎǳōǾŜǊǎƛǾŜ ΨƛƴǘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 

those involved in more normative contexts. In this sense, I show 3SF as an embodied social-

bodily process and at once a form of release, refusal and rebellion.       

 

Chapter 7. Ψ!ŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ 

 

My final analysis chapter ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ ƻŦ о{C ŀǎ it has evolved into a 

popular sporting practice and pedagogical device across the globe. This is where the 

contribution of my research becomes evident in its attempt to answer,  

 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ о{C ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǊŜŦƭŜȄƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΚ  

 

Also, it reprises in a more broad sense my research question, 

 

How might 3SF reflect a wider negotiation of dislocation ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻƳƛŜ ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ-

ƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ ǘƛƳŜǎΚ  
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In this regard, Chapter 7 commences by detailing players attempts ǘƻ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

game on from the work of Jorn and the SI. It offers compelling testimonies of how 3SF has 

ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ negotiate the divisive 

and fractious nature of contemporary politics through football.  

 

When defined as an alternative form of football, (which 3SF was for the majority of my 

research group) I show how the emergent narratives which surrounded the contemporary 

game reflect wider concerns about the trajectory of modern football and its hyper 

commodification. Indicative of this paradigm shift within 3SF, the chapter further questions 

in what ways 3SF has become part of a wider critique which aligns with Kennedy and 

KeƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ Ψ5L¸ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ who seek to create football ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ΨǎŜƭŦ-

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩΣ Ψŀƴǘƛ-ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎΩΦ  

 

²ƛǘƘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ involvement within the 

sporting iterations of the game, the adoption of this DIY paradigm further relates how 3SF 

players and organisers have developed tangible links with other community spaces in South 

East London. In this sense, my analysis highlights the ways in which alternative forms of 

football (in London and Edinburgh specifically) offer social actors a chance to remake 

relationships to space, place and belonging. Also, how 3SF offers an outlet to express the 

need for forms of autonomous agency. This finding further shows the productivity found in 

ludic forms of play. Furthermore, it also demonstrates how conceptual political ideas (more 

broadly) become subject to wider unforeseen social forces ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ in 

ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΩΦ   

 

The final section of Chapter 7 considers the games appropriation in pedagogical settings. 

Here, it details how football coaches and practitioners have used 3SF in a number of 

educational contexts to challenge ΨǇŀǎǎƛǾƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΤ through to the nurturing of a 

unique sporting space which can include divergent forms of spatial awareness and athletic 
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intelligence. In building profitable lines of inquiry for future research, I propose that 3SF 

should ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀŎŎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ ƛƴ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ. In order to 

demonstrate the need for such approaches, I lastly place the Colombian variant of 3SF 

(called Futbol3Colombia) within such a local context. This identifies how 3SF can be 

analysed as part of a wider ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ΨŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ-for-dŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǘǊŜƴŘ in Colombia which 

has emerged over the last decade.             

 

Key Definitions and Clarifications  

 

Now that I have outlined the broad structure of my project, identified my main research 

questions, and also how these are then related to within my analysis and discussion 

chapters, it is important to introduce and clarify a number of key terms or definitions which 

I will be using in my project. The following section therefore provides a justification for my 

ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ. It also details how I will approach 3SF (and 

its related forms of practical consciousness) within a paradigm which can account for the 

ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩ found within the game.     

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ {ƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ 

 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩΦ Lƴ ƛǘǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ L 

ŘǊŀǿ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ DǳƛƭƛŀƴƻǘǘƛΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǇǇŀŘǳǊŀƛΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ΨǎŎŀǇŜǎΩ όмффлύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

which he considers the complex interconnections of globalisation which are enmeshed 

within the everyday lives of the general population. These interconnections have 

fundamentally altered ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΦ  

 

ΨSoccerscapeΩ was coined in the wake of the dramatic transformations which followed the 

establishment of the English Premier league (EPL) in 1992; the free movement of players 

between clubs after the landmark Bosman ruling; and the unprecedented and vertiginous 
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increase in flows of mediated images and capital which surrounded the sport in the late 

20th century. In this context, Soccerscape was defined by Guilianotti as "the geo-cultural 

circulation of [soccer's] constituent parts: players and coaches, fans and officials, goods and 

services, or information and artefacts" (1999: 24). The term therefore valuably encapsulated 

how processes ƻŦ ΨƎƭƻŎŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƘŀŘ engendered a restorative effect on the cultural standing 

of the game in the UK. It also usefully highlighted the dynamic and shifting nature of 

associated forms of football fandom, alternative practice and spectatorship.  

 

As desŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ΨǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ, as a concept, initially provided a critical framework to 

analyse the transnational flows and processes which had accompanied the Ψhyper-

commodificationΩ of football in the 1990s. However, the concept has subsequently been 

used in a number of contrasting studies - ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ψ5ŜōƻǊŘƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ ŀǘ 

English second division football grounds (see Vuolteenaho & Kolamo, 2013), through to the 

plurality of ways in which social actors on the African continent have adopted, adapted and 

influenced the game across the world (see Alegi, 2010). With this loose application in mind, 

my research aligns with Fuller (2017) in finding the term a broad (yet nuanced) heuristic 

device through which to critically consider the fluid and diverse engagements that social 

actors have with alternative forms of football: as amateur athletes, supporters, event 

organisers and community activists. 

 

.ŜȅƻƴŘ Ψ[ŜŦǘ ²ƛƴƎΩΚ Locating Resistance in 3SF 

 

Totten (2014) asks in his ethnographic study of a West Yorkshire Socialist Sunday League 

football club, how can Ψleft-wingΩ ideas be fostered, identified and sustained in the spaces of 

grassroots football? Whilst my project will seek to ask similar questions of 3SF, I believe it 

important to consider further the plurality of meanƛƴƎǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƭŜŦǘ-ǿƛƴƎΩΦ 

{ǇŀŀƧ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƷŀǎΩǎ όнлмоύ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴǘƻ Ŧŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ here in 

understanding the complexity of the use of Ψleft wingΩ within football scholarship and 

popular discourse. Framed within the self-ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨǳƭǘǊŀ-ƭŜŦǘΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ 
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with Cadiz FC, the authors identify how such a nomenclature encompasses projects and 

political demands as diveǊǎŜ ŀǎ Ψŀƴǘƛ-ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƳΩΣ Ψŀƴǘƛ-ǊŀŎƛǎƳΩΣ ΨǇǊƻǘƻ-ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩΣ 

ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΩΦ Lƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ malleability of such terms, I 

align with their understanding of ΨƭŜŦǘ ǿƛƴƎΩ as a heterogeneous term which can only be 

ǳǎŜŘ άas a guide to social aŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ όнлмоΥ 189). 

 

As Tarrow (2011) reminds us, participants involved within social movements have an 

ΨŜŎƭŜŎǘƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ 

top down narratives produced about such groups. Therefore, in order to enrich and 

complicate our understandings of the activism found in the alternative soccerscape, my 

research considers how players, fans and organisers within 3SF articulate ŀƴ ΨŜŎƭŜŎǘƛŎ 

ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ the associated political discourses which surround the game and 

affiliated ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ L ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ о{C ŘǊŀǿ ǳǇƻƴ ΨǘƘƛŎƪΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǘƘƛƴΩ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ narrativise and legitimize their beliefs and actions (Heywood, 2011). 

Equally, that 3SF players operate within what Casals (1995: 84) terms as ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ ƻŦ 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩΥ a space which lies outside of formal organisations and received activist schemas. 

LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ΨōǊƻŀŘ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ όYǊŀǳǎŜ, 2019) moves us towards a more 

tempered approach to the analysis of the everyday realities of resistance in 3SF.   

 

My research acknowledges that ideologies are discursively (re)produced. Therefore, it 

understands that the political associations which can be made to 3SF are constituted from 

άŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜx effects internal to discourse rather than as (merely) some static set of 

ōŜƭƛŜŦǎέ ό9ŀƎleton, 2008: 78). In this way, through my attempts to relate the struggles for 

meaning and purpose within the game, I aim to avoid deterministic and teleological 

assumptions about new and emergent forms of resistance and their apparent ΨƭŜŦǘƛǎǘΩ 

political association. It is important to be awaǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΩ όCƛƭƭƛǎ ϧ aŀŎƪŀȅ, 

2014) needed to frame and analyǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ projects within the 

alternative soccerscape. Therefore, through my use of the ǘŜǊƳ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ L ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

activism (when associated with football) ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭȅǎŜƳƛŎ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ  
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This builds upon /ŀǎǘŜƭƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ 

which are:  

 

Χgenerated by those actors who are in positions/conditions devalued and/or 

stigmatized by the logic of domination, thus building trenches of resistance and 

survival on the basis of principles different from, or opposed to, those permeating 

the institutions of society (2010: 8)  

 

In this ΨresistiveΩ regard, my ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩ ƻŦ о{C as found within the 

social complexity, eclecticism, ambivalence and fragmentation which constitutes everyday 

engagements with the game. As such, my project places 3SF as a site of resistance away 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ƭƻƎƛŎǎΩ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ (or terms) of political 

activism. Not wishing to create unnecessary and potentially valued judgements about the 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ΨƘƻǘΩ ƻǊ ΨŎƻƻƭΩΣ ΨinsideΩ or ΨoutsideΩ, or what Cleland (2010) terms 

ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ will therefore chart what 

involvement in the game is expressive of about wider power relations in society. Equally, 

how the forms of resistance associated with playing 3SF have changed, and evolved over 

time and space to reflect the changing cultural contexts of the game.1 

 

Further to this evolution within 3SF, Foucault states that resistance to forms of power are 

always intrinsically bound within relationships to power. With this in body and mind, my 

project considers what forms of power and agency (if any) are being resisted against and 

realised through the playing of 3SF. When analysing the trajectory of the game and its 

constitutive relationship to the bodies involved in the play, it is useful to quote Foucault at 

length.     

 

                                                           
1 Indicative of other comparably variegated academic approaches, studies have ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ 
Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀǎ Ψ5L¸ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ όYŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ, 2015ύΣ Ψ!ƴŀǊŎƘƻ-CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ όYǳƘƴ 
2005ύΣ ΨwŀŘƛŎŀƭΩ ό5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ, 2014ύΣ ΨDǊŀǎǎ wƻƻǘǎΩ όtƻǊǘŜǊΣ нлмфύ ΨDǊƻƻǾȅ {ƻŎŎŜǊΩ ό±ƻƎŜƭ, нлмтύΣ Ψtǳƴƪ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ 
(Keoghan, нлмпύ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƭƻŎƪǳǇȅ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ όbǳƳŜǊŀǘƻΣ нлмф). 



Benjin Pollock                                                            Three-sided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape 
   

44 
 

[Resistances] are distributed in irregular fashion: the points, knots, or focuses of 

resistance are spread over time and space at varying densities, at times mobilizing 

groups or individuals in a definitive way, inflaming certain points of the body, certain 

moments in liŦŜΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΧaore often one is dealing with mobile 

and transitory points of resistance, producing cleavages in a society that shift about, 

fracturing unities and effecting regroupings, furrowing across individuals themselves, 

cutting them up and remoulding them, marking off irreducible regions in them, in 

their bodies and minds. (1998: 97) 

 

How best to methodologically approach ǎǳŎƘ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƻǊȅ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΩ in 3SF will be outlined in 

due course. However, my foundational position for this research project is that social actors 

have mobilised in distinct and disparate ways through 3SF, representative of a myriad of 

motivations. My research therefore seeks to relate, on the terms of those involved, how 

ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ о{C ŦƛƴŘǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ΨƛƴŦƭŀƳŜŘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳgh certain alternative ΨǘȅǇŜǎ 

of beƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ How participants make bodily sense of (and articulate) 

such ΨmomentsΩ and ΨbehavioursΩ will be central to my analysis.  

 

With regard to the ΨƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ of ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ above, whilst I find much value in 

Guilianotti aƴŘ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ όнллтύ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŘƻƭŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

through the sociological analysis of football culture, in turning our backs on the dynamic 

ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻǾern the content and form of emerging alternative 

movements in the game, we run the risk of stymieing critical sociological approaches to 

football resistance.  

 

Resistance movements (and identities), whether termed ΨƭŜŦǘ-wingΩ or otherwise, should not 

be understood as flattened, homogenous and static. In this sense, it is my contention that 

the dynamic, unstable processes and changes occurring within alternative football should be 

central to studies of the contemporary game. This processual approach, it is hoped, helps us 

to understand how forms of resistance (and their situated spaces in 3SF) are made up of a 
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complex node of social conditions and human agencies (and interdependencies) - 

intentional or otherwise - which develop in dynamic relation to pre-existing structures, 

institutions and practices in often uneven ways.  

 

In summary, (and crudely paraphrasing Marx), my research aims to show how those who 

resist the trajectories of modern football may seek to transform the world, but they do so 

ΨǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ (and terminologies) existing already, given and transmitted from the 

ǇŀǎǘΩΦ Further, that these spectral sporting practices (and political schemas) ΨǿŜƛƎƘ like a 

ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΩ ƻƴ those looking to play at alternative ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ ǘǊiolectic formulations 

(Scorehill, 2006). 

 

Conclusion 

 

This introductory chapter began by charting a brief history of 3SF, from the games origins as 

a pataphysical premise through to its recent trajectories as a codified sport and pedagogical 

device. It then highlighted the sociological importance of studying the game from multiple 

perspectives. Also, the diverse avenues of inquiry which have necessarily informed my 

research. Subsequently, the chapter outlined the thesis structure and defined or clarified 

key terms.  

 

In providing a comprehensive survey of this research project I have shown how the multiple 

forms of Ψpractical consciousnessΩ within 3SF will be identified and analysed in my thesis. 

Through an analysis of the reflections and actions of those directly involved in the many 

forms of 3SF play, my thesis will argue that 3SF offers a dynamic and heterotopic space 

through which social actors feel empowered to re make their relationships to the world in 

multiple and competing ways. Centering my research on the recent contestations which 

have surrounded the games formalisation and codification, I show how societal alternatives 

(sporting or otherwise) are fragile coalitions and complex social fields. Moreover, I highlight 
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(more broadly) the power of symbolic structures and inherited practices which may guide 

and shape such alternatives as popular activities.  

 

A major strength of this research project is that it gives space to the plurality of voices 

within 3SF to reflect on the games recent trajectories on their own terms. Not only does this 

demonstrate the contestations that can occur within the Ψfully lived spaceǎΩ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ 

alternatives, but it also shows the liminal opportunities that sport and play offer for social 

actors to escape from the strictures of quotidian existence. Also, to realise alternative forms 

of praxis and DIY community.  

 

Despite the tendency to read the divergent approaches found within 3SF as irreconcilable 

and intractable, this thesis argues that the game offers players a chance to articulate their 

displeasure at the status quo, be that the current political order, the restrictive nature of 

city space, or the hyper commodification of professional football. In this sense, there is a 

unity found within the 3SF community. Each iteration seeks (in its own way) to counter the 

alienation found in Ψneo liberal timesΩ through a triolectic, anti-capitalist, sporting 

alternative.   
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Research Questions 

 

It is hoped that my introduction offers a cogent and systematic starting point for the reader. 

However, for the purposes of further clarity and ease of reference I reiterate below my 

research questions. Although these are revisited at multiple points (and in various guises) 

throughout this project, in their arbitrary grouping (and articulation) I aim to provide an 

accessible format through which to assess both my intentions for this research and its 

efficacy in responding to such questions.                 

 

Main Research Questions 
 

- How are alternative sporting spaces produced, sustained and developed?  

 

- In what ways does sport/play offer a liminal space through which participants feel 

able to test out and realise alternatives? 

 

- ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ о{C ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǊŜŦƭŜȄƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΚ 

 

- How might 3SF more broadly reflect a way to negotiate a wider sense of dislocation 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻƳƛŜ ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭΩ ǘƛƳŜǎΚ  

 

Related Sub Questions 

 

- ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎΩ ƻŦ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 

lived space?  
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- What motivates those who participate in and organise non-oppositional or 

alternative sporting events? 

 

- ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ о{C ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩΚ 

 

- Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΩ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

social transformation? 
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Figure 10. 2018 Madrid 3SF Tournament (Courtesy of NXI) 
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Chapter 1. The Alternative Soccerscape 

 

Introduction 

 

This review chapter surveys and synthesises the various frameworks, academic approaches 

and key case studies found within the existing literature on the alternative soccerscape. It 

begins with a broad overview of how Ψfan resistanceΩ within football has been framed and 

analysed within the sociology of football. Next, it moves towards useful paradigms through 

which to assess ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ in contemporary culture. Utilising 

bǳƳŜǊŀǘƻΩǎ ΨCŀƴ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΩ Ŏomplex and Kennedy and KennedyΩǎ Ψ5L¸ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ, 

Chapter 1 critically considers the delineation ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ entrepreneurialΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

transformationaƭƛǎǘΩ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎƛŜǎ thus far identified in the soccerscape. It then focusses on 

the few existing player-focussed studies. In this regard, I propose that ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩ 

ethnographies may offer an insight into nascent forms of reflexive sporting and political 

praxis. Situating my research primarily within the ethnographies of Easton Cowboys and 

Cowgirls and Republica Internationale, I probe at the limitations of existing methodological 

approaches. In response ǘƻ {ǘŜǊŎƘŜƭŜΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ study of ΨdesportisationΩ in quotidian 

football contexts, the review chapter lastly considers how 3SF offers a case study through 

which to appraise the productive tensions found between Cailliosian notions of ΨLudicΩ and 

ΨPaidicΩ play.            

 

Between Process and the Present. 

 

Given that my research pivots around the social interactions, social processes and complex 

social interdependencies which can be found within the recent developments of 3SF, it is 

important at the beginning of this literature review to acknowledge how my project 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 9ƭƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ΨǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳŀƭΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ who 

helped establish the discipline of sociology of sport. These scholars were (and are) 

concerned centrally with how societies (and associated leisure pursuits) have broadly 
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developed and changed over the longue duree. Also, what interlinking factors and processes 

have shaped these cultural practices (see Elias, 1982; Dunning & Sheard, 1980; Guttman, 

1994; Eichberg, 1998).  

 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ 9ƭƛŀǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ΨǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘŜǊm socio cultural 

interactions (found within the minutiae of everyday life), it is nevertheless shaped and 

informed by this theoretical research (Elias, 1987). Specifically, it draws upon Eliasian texts 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƛǾƛƭƛǎƛƴƎΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǇŀǎǎ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

sports. Moreover, it considers Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ (from what Guttmann 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΩύ are reflective of changing socio-historical conditions and 

cultural mores directly relating to forms of acceptable, symbolic and regulated violence. 

Also, my research builds upon their assertions that ǎǳŎƘ ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ 

provided a liminal space through which to push the boundaries of normative social 

ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΩ όsee Guttmann 2006; Elias 1978, 1982).  

 

My research is not burdened by the long debates within the Sociology of Sport as to the 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ΨŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǿƻǊƪ όǎŜŜ IŀǊƎǊŜŀǾŜǎ, 1992; Mansfield, 2008; 

Colwell, 1999; Stokvis, 1992; Malcolm, 2002ύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ о{CΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΣ L ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ 

within the academic field about how sports emerge, what has dictated their form, and who 

has been empowered to shape their trajectories. In this sense, I align my work with that of 

5ǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wƻƧŜƪ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴέ 

όмффнΥ фύΦ ! ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

existing literature and wider case studies) will follow, but firstly, my literature review begins 

with how football supporters actions have been central to sociological analysis of the game 

over the last 50 years.        
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A Sociology of Football Activism: Beyond a History of Violence? 

 

The Sociology of Football has long been a discipline focussed on fandom. From foundational 

ethnographic enquiries by the ΨLeicester SchoolΩ into the subcultural conditions which led to 

the rise of fan hooliganism and violence (Bairner, 2006; Dunning, Murphy & Williams 1988; 

Dunning, 1990; Malcolm and Mansfield, 2013); the changing demographics and 

consumption habits of fans which accompanied the introduction of all seater stadiums post-

Taylor report in 1989 (Conn, 1990; Guilianotti, 1999: Mellor 2008; Turner, 2017); all the way 

through to the complex relationships of fans and supporters to the ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtǊŜƳƛŜǊ 

[ŜŀƎǳŜ ŜǊŀΩ and the endless accompanying digital content (Sandvoss, 2002; Birmingham & 

David, 2011; Crawford & Lawrence, 2018), football fandom remains a productive site 

through which to study constructions of individual identity, changing class dynamics, and 

collective performances of cultural belonging.  

 

Studies of supporters enduring engagements with the game point us towards the changing 

role of football within the ΨŎƻƳƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ and as a form of cultural, 

economic and political capital (Kennedy & Kennedy, 2017). They are also indicative of how 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘȅǇŜǊ-ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ (Aji, 

Hermawan and Riyadi, 2017). In the age of Covid-19, how fan-led discourses will continue to 

affect the governance, form and trajectory of football remain central to sociological analysis 

of what has now sadly become the actions of twenty two players cheered on by CGI crowds 

in near-empty stadia.  

 

Supporters groups and fan organisations have also consistently been at the forefront of 

demands and practical action to reform the game. This is a rich history of variegated 

resistance that should be emphasised even within the most pessimistic evaluations of the 

football-industrial complex (Maguire, 2004; Perelman, 2012). Fan resistance can be traced 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƻŎŎŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ƛȄǇŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ŀƭƭǎ ƴƻǘ .ƻƳōǎΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлth century 

(which were protesting at the price of admissions at grounds and the oncoming mobilisation 

for war); the samizdat supporter-led DIY fanzines and critiques which emerged in the 80s; 
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through to the anti-racist activist fan movements which led to institutional reform initiatives 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ YƛŎƪ ƛǘ hǳǘΣ [ŜǘΩǎ DƛǾŜ wŀŎƛǎƳ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ Card et al. (see Back, Crabbe & Solomos, 2001; 

Collette 2003; Haynes, 1995; Jones, 1984: Riordan, 1980; Thomas, 1995). However, the first 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψǎƻ-ŎŀƭƭŜŘΩ άƳƻŘŜǊƴέ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎ 

voice in the decades ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦ bƻǘŀōƭȅΣ ŀǎ άŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 

professionalization of the transfer market and increasing bourgeois engagement with 

ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦέ όbǳƳŜǊŀǘƻ, 2014: 136). Here, autonomous fan groups mobilised in the face of 

what they saw to be a disruption of the subcultural role and agency of fans within footballΩs 

decision making processes. Also, a rising Ψmiddle-class influenceΩ in the game (Taylor, 1971).  

 

Led by increasing player demands for higher wages and more flexible contracts, football 

clubs were also transforming to accommodate a rising consumer identity amongst fans 

alongside the developing cultural mores of sports media broadcasting. These factors were 

fundamental in reshaping socio-cultural relationships of football clubs to supporters in the 

local community and subsequent forms of fan resistance in the UK (Goldblatt, 2014).  

 

Despite the varied lineage of fan resistance highlighted above, the majority of research into 

such subcultural agency and action up until the mid-1990s relates predominantly to 

hooligan organisation and violence; a distinct, ambivalent, and diffuse form of fan 

resistance, if it can even be considered that. In this sense, Ψmodern footballΩ became a site 

through which various cultural expressions of youthful rebellion, Ψquests for excitementΩ and 

moral panic were found and analysed (see Armstrong, 1998, 1991; Conn, 1997; Dunning & 

Sheard 1979; Dunning, 1985; Elias, 1982; Guilianotti, 1994, 1999; Hughson, 1998; Holt, 

1991; King, 1996; Marsh, 1979; Murphy 1988, 1991; Stott, 1996; Pearson, 2009; Williams, 

1989).  

 

Beyond ǘƘŜ ΨconfigurationsΩ of fan violence long associated with British football, a thriving 

site of autonomous fan critique has also been identified in the samizdat fanzine culture and 

associated anti-racist fan movements prevalent throughout the game during the 1970s and 
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80s (Duke, 1991; Giulianotti, 1997; Haynes, 1995; Jary, Horne and Bucke 1991; Redhead 

1991). DIY supporters groups and their accompanying critical self-published texts nurtured a 

space to confront issues relating to governance and fan representation all the way through 

to campaigns against the rise in hooliganism and racism at grounds. These supporter-led 

efforts at reform were augmented with the subsequent establishment of independent 

groups such as the Independent Football Supporters Association Network in 1985. Such 

associations and related campaigns continue to call for strident policies of anti-racism and 

fan representation within institutional football governance to this day (see Kennedy and 

Kennedy, 2007; Numerato 2014, 2018)  

 

With the rehabilitation of tƘŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

reforms enacted after the stadium disasters of Bradford, Heysel, and Hillsborough in the late 

80s (and the subsequent establishment of the EPL in 1992)Σ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ 

began to take on new form and content. Here supporters groups and associated 

campaigners targeted their ire towards the wider alienating consequences which 

accompanied footballΩs hyper-commodification. Also, its association with aǳǊŘƻŎƘΩǎ 

nascent media empire and 9t[Ωǎ supra-national commercial standing. 

 

The strident fan-organised movements in the ΨEPL-eraΩ have been extensively detailed in 

scholarship since the late 1990s, as the elite game fully embraced and was concurrently 

subsumed within largely unregulated flows of global media and capital. In particular, 

existing studies deal ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƭƛǘŜ 

football stadiums; the frequent relocation to outer limits (or Ψnon-spacesΩ) of cities (Bale 

1993: Giulianotti 2011; Hognestad, 2012; King, 1998; Nash, 2000). Studies have also detailed 

fan-led initiatives to resist the increased costs of attending football events (see Goldblatt 

2006; Williams, 2002), and charted the opposition to distinct surveillance tools utilised by 

police and law enforcement to restrict the movements of supporters at games (see 

Antonelli, 2010; Guilianotti, 2005).  
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As a further reaction to the increasingly globalised, commodified and mediatised nature of 

Ψmodern footballΩ, across the нлмлΩǎ, numerous sociological case studies have emerged 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψneo-liberalΩ developments of football across 

Europe. These forms of fan resistance have led to unprecedented attempts to change the 

game from below. An ever expanding number of club case studies highlight how the 

ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ƘŀǾŜ been expressed within 

football fan activist culture. This can be seen through the fan-led protests at Liverpool F.C. 

(Millward, 2011; Williams, 2012), Everton F.C. (D. Kennedy, 2012), Manchester United F.C. 

(Brown, 2007, 2008; Dubal, 2010; Millward, 2011) Atlético Bilbao (Groves, 2011), A.S. 

Livorno (Doidge, 2013), Sankt Pauli F.C. (Daniel & Kassimeris, 2013; Totten, 2014), and 

Sporting Paulista (Dubal, 2010).  

 

A striking aspect of contemporary football fan resistance (and its associated literature) has 

been the formation of ΨphoenixΩ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƛƴ ƴƻƴ-league settings in the UK. These are clubs 

formed as a response to the trajectories of top flight teams. Within these contexts, fan-

owned clubs have been analysed as a direct critique of modern football and a form of DIY 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΩ όsee Ruddock, Hutchins and Rowe 2010; Kennedy 

and Kennedy, 2012; Cleland, 2010). This has most prominently been identified in studies 

into FC United of Manchester, Spirit of Shankly, Salford FC, and AFC Wimbledon (see Brown 

2007, 2008; Giulianotti, 2005; Kennedy and Kennedy, 2012: Kowalska, 2016; Porter, 2011). 

Also, in the case of Charlton AFC, where fan opposition has led supporters to become 

committed (if unlikely) community activists (see Millward, 2011).  

 

Given the globalised nature of contemporary football, it is unsurprising that fan resistance 

and mobilisation has also found transnational flows and networks through which to express 

their concerns about the game. These have been extensively covered in a number of 

volumes over the last five years (Canniford, Hill and Millward, 2016; Garcia and Welford, 

2015; Garcia and Zheng, 2017; Brandt, Hertel and Huddleston, 2017; Hodges and Brentin 

2018; Guschwan, 2015; Mauro, 2015; Webber, 2017). 
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ΨAgainst Modern FootballΩ and Reflexive Resistance 

 

I believe we should understand the distinct forms of fan-activism described above as 

discursive. Thus, they are each bound to the wider social, political, historical, and cultural 

conditions in which they are staged. !ǎ .ŜŎƪ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘ άǳƴŘŜǊƎƻŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

revision of the social world in light of new exǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ό2003: 98). 

Therefore, recent forms of fan activist resistance against Ψmodern footballΩ should be 

understood as largely a response to contemporary concerns (and latent desires for social 

change). With this in body and mind, I primarily place my research into 3SF within the 

nascent literature which has defined and theorised around the specificity of contemporary 

football and its accompanying forms of activist resistance. 

 

bǳƳŜǊŀǘƻΩǎ studies into the fan-ƭŜŘ Ψ!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ aƻŘŜǊƴ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ movement offer a vital 

paradigm through which to consider how recent changes within European football have 

shaped forms of resistance in the soccerscape (2015; 2018). Building upon Archer (2007) 

and DonatiΩǎ (2011) work which sees new forms of fan-activism as cultural expressions of 

late modern reflexivity, bǳƳŜǊŀǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ asks Ψwhat is being resistedΚΩ when fans have 

organised around this simple three word slogan. A slogan which has mobilised disparate fan 

groups across Europe in a number of ways.  

 

Numerato places those involved in Against Modern Football ŀǎ ΨǊŜŦƭŜȄƛǾŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

defines that which they are resisting against as the Ψneoliberal manifestationsΩ of football. 

This broad and diffuse ΨƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ includes άthe institutions and structures typified by 

private management and ownership, the prevalence of multinational companies and 

sponsorship to clubs and events and the state policies which reflect wider deregulation of 

industryέ (2014: 136). Drawing similar conclusions to that of .ŀƭŜǎΩ (2004) spatial analysis of 

the reflexive ΨtopophilicΩ links and symbolic ties that supporters have for their club and its 

environs, Numerato places fan reflexivity as a discursive and emotive consequence of the 

ways in which supporters are alienated from the clubs, spaces and cultural contexts which 
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they feel a distinct sense of ownership and entitlement towards. He also identifies the lay 

ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ as what Jhally (1984: 266) terms as 

άlate-modern, globalized, and deeply entrenched within the media/sports production 

complex.έ I will also adopt this definition ƻŦ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ within my analysis of 3SF.  

 

Rather than interpreting the increasing forms of reflexivity which characterise Ψfan activismΩ 

as products of a disinterested form of footballing ΨŦƭŀƴŜǳǊieΩ (Guilianotti 2002: 34), I align 

with Numerato (and others) in seeking to relate the productive capacities of reflexivity in 

contemporary football culture. Here, I argue reflexivity in 3SF should be understood not as 

an inward and individualised response to the Ψglobal forces of capitalΩ, nor as a fait accompli 

within the malaise of neoliberal hegemony, but as a spur towards bottom-up DIY resistance 

(see Beck, Bonss & Lau, 2003; Beck, Giddens & Lash, 1994). In this regard, I acknowledge 

how this contemporary reflexive approach to activism in football is a άŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ 

transmittable social form rather than as a stable attribute that is strictly bounded to a 

particular social group.έ (Numerato, 2014: 140) Thus, it is one which has led to diverse 

forms of resistance, praxis and consciousness in 3SF and beyond. Further to this, my 

research will show how ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜ ǳǎŜ ΨǊŜŦƭŜȄƛǾŜΩ 

engagements with football to express and negotiate wider concerns about the fractious 

nature of contemporary culture (see Porro, 2006). 

 

The Fan-Activism Complex 

 

Studies into football activism need to account for άthe plurality of actors who form part of 

the critical mass that problematizes the existing social order, the plurality of varyingly 

intertwined topics that form part of the activism agenda, as well as the plurality of tools 

used to problematize tƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦέ όbǳƳerato, 2019: 157) As a consequence of 

this ΨŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΩΣ Numerato ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ŀ ΨŦŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 

to detail the conflicts which can be found within alternative football movements. This 

complex is delineated (but not without interrelationshipsύ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ in ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ- 
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(activities relating to various socio-cultural aspects of the game, including governance and 

institutional representation)Σ ŀƴŘ ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ through ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ς (where the game itself 

becomes a vehicle to address broader social and political issues). This analytic approach has 

much to offer in variegating the nature of contemporary fan activism across the sporting 

spectrum. Also, the ways in which such action is framed and narrativised by the social actors 

involved. Placing 3SF ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ my research will move away from simplistic 

reductive analysis of resistance through sport as either part of a revolutionary vanguard or 

ŀƴ ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ- as a form of resistance mobilised only in times of economic crisis or 

sporting mismanagement. 

 

Movements Ψagainst modern footballΩ are a heterogeneous and fluid phenomenon, 

characterised by the minutiae of social relations and competing discourses. At different 

points (in space and time) they become unified (to an extent) around a central issue or goal. 

In order to explicate the fragile unity of such movements further, Numerato therefore 

ŀŘƻǇǘǎ ŀ Ψ{ŀǳǎǎŜǊƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƭƻƻǎŜƴƛƴƎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

reflexive ΨsubjectΩ and the object of ΨreflectionΩΦ This details how fan-activist groups begin to 

change and divert from the initial core aims of the group over time: where the pretext for 

actions becomes ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōȅ different social actors (Numerato, 

2019: 148).  

 

This concept of ΨƭƻƻǎŜƴƛƴƎΩ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ a useful paradigm within my study of 3SF to address the 

competing ways in whiŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ also been 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ΨŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ by social actors. In this sense, I argue that 3SF is a cultural practice 

shaped by the myriad of social actors who have joined the game over the last two and a half 

decades (and ΨloosenedΩ it considerably from its emergent context). Investigating the 

evolving concerns which have shaped recent forms of football activism hopefully lead us to 

a more nuanced understanding of the wider social life of 3SF and the malleability of 

conceptual ideas in practice.  
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tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ (2019) work further ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻƻǎŜƴƛƴƎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

occurs within fan led resistance. Specifically this is found through his detailing of a history of 

conflict and accommodation between those enmeshed within the emergent club culture of 

FC United. Pivoting around the conflicts relating to C/ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ψapolitical clubΩ, 

Porter demonstrates how contemporary fan-ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ άcompromise, 

opportunism, pragmatismτall of which are often considered hallmarks of reasonable 

action, yet each can also be the source of division, disillusion and conflict, because everyone 

inscribes their own interpretations and expectations onto their visƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦέ ό2019:  

178) The critical implications of such analysis for my research is that Porter highlights the 

difficulties of enacting social change in football through inherited cultural forms and 

structures. It also reveals the multiple and (often) competing aims of activist groups. Further 

to this, it exposes the difficulties of social movements (more broadly) as they move from 

ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŀǿƪǿŀǊŘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

institutional structures and dominant logics and practices of football culture. I will seek to 

find such awkward accommodations within 3SF and construct a framework to analyse them 

appropriately.  

 

Football in ΨNeo-Liberal TimesΩ 

 

YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ΨFootball in Neo-Liberal TimesΩ όнлмсύ offers another 

landmark contribution towards analysis of the contemporary game. Also, the distinct forms 

of activism it has engendered from fans and players. This follows their shorter explorations 

of community, identity, and the evolving political economy of football (2007, 2009, 2012, 

2015). Crucially in this long form work, the authors ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴ ΨƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ 

abounds at all levels of the game in an era of economic Ψde-regulationΩ and Ψhyper-

commodificationΩ.  

 

In order to analyse the ambivalent cultural position football holds in European societies, 

they explain the Ψproductive uncertaintyΩ of footballs social use through tƻƭŀƴȅƛΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘual 
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lens ƻŦ ΨŦƛŎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘƛŜǎΩ όмфртύ - here cultural activities or forms not created for the 

market economy become commodified and subject to market forces and relations. Central 

to this Ψontological uncertaintyΩ (for the authors) is that football is a cultural practice upheld 

for its inherent social value in public discourse, as a community asset, a signifier of local 

association and a node of civic identity. However, it is also extolled and promoted as a 

commodity form, one which is a key economic export, a commercial product and is thus 

subject to the vagaries of economic exploitation and transnational capital. Through this 

uncertain cultural position, a tension therefore occurs between the competing discourses 

which continue to surround football.2  

 

These unresolved contradictions provide a productive paradigm to assess the motivations 

for grassroots football initiatives which have turned away from the elite game and moved 

towards a myriad of alternative contexts. Therefore I align with their conclusion that 

ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ dynamic and unstable cultural position is a productive site of tension and a driver 

of practical popular action in the game. Many social actors within the alternative 

soccerscape may be mobilised into action based on this ontological tension and through an 

investment in the idealised cultural narrative of football as a community asset. This 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨƴŜǿ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΩ to consider political activism and resistance (and its 

relationship to neo liberalism) in football.3  

 

As Brown and Walsh (2000: 92) further contend, due to the alienating consequences of 

emotional and social investments in the game, άŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦŀƴŘƻƳ ǘƘǳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎation 

demonstrates supporter movements and emergent player / fan run clubs as highly 

politicised reflexive spaces. It also shows how football activism operates within an evolving 

ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŘǊŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƘŀǇŜŘΩ political economy of European football in 

contemporary culture (see also, Kennedy, 2016; Porter, 2019; Cleland, 2015). In line with 

this contention, my research therefore seeks to understand how those in 3SF perceive 

                                                           
2 See also Webber (2017) who also uses Polanyi to frame Against Modern Football. 
3 ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
club cuƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ όǎŜŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ нлммΤ Millward 2011; Poulton, 2016).  
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Ψmodern footballΩ and how its practice may relate to wider attempts to reform football in 

general. 

  

ΨSocial EntrepreneurialismΩ 

 

In the search for novel typologies for football resistance, Kennedy and Kennedy place a 

ƴŀǎŎŜƴǘ ΨƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ƻŦ 5L¸ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-cultural activity. This 

provides a productive, fluid, processual taxonomy to understand the complexity of social 

ŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻotball (and the associated activist networks throughout Europe) in 

contemporary culture. This spectrum draws disparate alternative football projects together 

in similar ways to NumeratoΩs Ψfan-activism complexΩ. However, these authors also place the 

dynamic nature of neo liberal capitalism, (and its effect on contemporary football), as 

central to the ongoing need to redefine and re-situate the cultural meanings associated with 

football activism today. This dynamic structural and industrial consideration is a key 

contribution to existing scholarship and vital for my research into 3SF.  

 

Kennedy and Kennedy further delineate between initiatives which are characterised by the 

values of Ψsocial entrepreneurshipΩ and Ψsocial transformationalismΩ. Here an important 

distinction is made between emergent ΨreformistΩ clubs such as FC United of Manchester 

and AFC Wimbledon; Clubs who have (re) entered the football league system and those 

transformationalist clubs who seek alternative, autonomous contexts for the game.  

 

ΨSocial entrepreneurialΩ clubs are defined as those who do not resist the logic of 

commodification per-se, ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛǎǘ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ Ψ5L¸Ω 

enterprises in contemporary culture. These DIY projects have been established to check the 

corporate interests of football and are committed to Ψcommunity investmentΩ. In this sense, 

the authors group these projects within a wider trend of emergent forms of DIY banking, 

housing, and food cooperatives. Here, community run projects have been developed based 
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on ideas of ΨlocalismΩ and Ψsocial investmentΩ, and have been born to counter the relentless 

interpenetration of transnational companies within the fabric of everyday life (2016).  

 

In this regard, the vast majority of wider literature on contemporary football fan resistance 

outlined thus far is focussed on this Ψsocial entrepreneurialΩ tendency. These DIY projects 

offer fans a sense of civic identity and community association. They are also a reaction 

against the recent hyper-commodification of the game. However, this trend is also 

indicative of the ambiguities of Ψnew localismΩ within grass roots sport and beyond. It is 

therefore worth considering at this point how reformist movements which seek bottom up 

sustainable enterprises within pre-existing market/sporting logics and structures have 

άpreserved and even extended commodified social relationsέ (Kennedy & Kennedy, 2007).  

 

The Limits of Reformism in the Alternative Soccerscape? 

 

¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ƭƻōōȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ over the last three decades 

and have successfully challenged the governance of the game at the FA (and in other formal 

political institutions), point to the efficacy and agency of fans calling for reforms to the game 

(Barber & Williams, 2002; Cleland & Dixon, 2015; Brown, 2011; Numerato, 2019). However, 

as much as these groups and the ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛǎǘ ΨǇƘƻŜƴƛȄ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛthin DIY football have 

shaped the trajectory of modern football, in remaining within the existing structures of 

power they can often instigate opposite or adverse consequences to their activist agendas.  

 

GoldblattΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ offers critical insight into 

the differing perspectives one can draw from a reformist Ψ5L¸ ŜǘƘƛŎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ such 

emergent Ψsocial entrepreneurƛŀƭΩ clubs in this regard. Rather than forming a vanguard of 

resistance to modern sport, he identifies their recent success ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ψself-buildΩ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 

indicative of the spirit of entrepreneurial urban development under New Labour in the late 

1990s. He describes this as a neo-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘǳǊƴ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ dilapidated social and physical 

capital of the nation would be rebuilt by individualsέ (2015:  166). In making this distinction, 
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Goldblatt highlights the complexity of fan resistance found in FC United as indicative of a 

άŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΧόŀǘ ƻƴŎŜύ ŀ 

performance, a recreation and a reinvention, that attempts to capture the best of old 

football and its civic identitiesέ (Ibid: 170). With this in mind, it is germane to return to the 

relevance of NumeratoΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ which calls for a need to analyse the lack of widespread 

change brought about by fan activism in the UK despite significant representation and 

cultural visibility.  

 

TƘŜ ΨǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ΨŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

clubs in the UK has served a dual purpose. Whilst such recognition has given these activist 

initiatives a legitimacy and gravitas, it has also stymied the potential reforms which could 

have been achieved (see also Malcolm, 2000; Martin, 2007; Nash, 2001). With these issues 

in body and mind, it is important for wider research in the alternative soccerscape to 

critically consider the limits or marginal gains which have been possible within ΨreformistΩ 

fan movements. Also, how this tendency bolsters discourses for the need for self-reliance 

and ΨŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎhipΩ ƛƴ ƴŜƻ-liberal society (Gent, 2018).  

 

Highlighting the potential limitations of social entrepreneurialism within the alternative 

soccerscape leads us to a wider philosophical quandary which informs and defines my 

research about 3SF. This position asks what alternative football initiatives have been studied 

which demand to be outside of the current structures and systems of modern football? 

What kind of sporting or political transformations do they envisage and achieve? Whose 

voices have been privileged and why? Also, what forms of counter cultural resistance can be 

found and analysed within such transformational football activist contexts?  

 

ΨSocial TransformationalismΩ  

 

For the purposes of my research, it is germane to move towards the other end of the 

continuum of resistance identified by Numerato as Ψactivism through footballΩ and by 
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Kennedy and Kennedy as DIY Ψsocial transformationalismΩ. Here, fiercely autonomous 

independent clubs and initiatives have emerged which reject all aspects of commercialism 

and commodification within contemporary football culture. Drawing upon the cluster of 

recent publications about these autonomous clubs and informal activist networks, Kennedy 

and Kennedy argue that transformationalist football activist projects foster άŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 

social relations that are irreconcilable with a social system that views us as passive 

consumers of the commodities it producesΧόand also form) a collective will to break with 

the prevailing political economy of late capitalismέ (2016: 44). By placing emphasis on 

ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ engendered through such efforts, the authors detail how Ψsocial 

transformationalismΩ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅΩΣ ΨǎŜƭŦ-determinationΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩ 

(2016: 67). Included within this sporting counter-culture are the key comparative case 

studies to 3SF which include the UK based clubs of Easton Cowboys and Cowgirls FC, and 

Republica Internationale. Also, {ǘƻŎƪƘƻƭƳΩǎ SK17.  

 

For Kennedy and Kennedy, DIY ΨSocial TransformationalismΩ offers a sporting space to build 

communities which reject the structures of mainstream football and build communal 

collective horizontalist practices on the terms defined by community members. These 

develop and nurture forms of association which subvert the norms and values associated 

with football as a commodity form. Ψ!ǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎΩ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ thus defined 

as Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ψōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ 

Ψcommunity needΩ. Thus, transforming football is framed as a social political project within 

such movements. However, within such positivist analysis there is a stark omission of how 

attitudes on the field of play and the structure of the game itself are transformed, (if at all) 

within these emergent alternatives clubs and initiatives. Equally, what issues of exclusion or 

tensions this may bring up for those involved in such projects? 

 

An Ωautonomous alternative club networkΩ is explained by the authors as an intervention 

into the amateur game in order to ensure that ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΩΣ 

irrespective of ethnicity, class or gender, but not what practical steps are necessary to 

ensure this is the case. This lack of critical attention to the complex human relationships 
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occurring within social transformationalism is a limitation of their work. Their emphasis on 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŀōƭŜΣ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ΨŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘΩ ƻǊ 

ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΩ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ Ŧƭŀǘǘening analysis of the resistance occurring 

therein. Or worse still, it fails to consider Ψblind spotsΩ in such resistance with regards to the 

reproduction of patriarchy, ableism and other forms of privilege in football activism.  

 

The transformationalist trend (highlighted above) ŀƭƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ YǳƘƴΩǎ ǊƘƛȊƻƳƻǊǇƘƛŎ 

compendium of Left-Wing Football first published in 2010. Here he also suggests that 

football activism within these transformationalist ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ άcan be a unique combination of 

social learning, political education, community building, and sheer pleasure.έ (2010: 26ς27). 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ о{C Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ 

ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩΣ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΩΣ will be a key avenue of inquiry of my 

research.  

 

However, despite the merits of ōƻǘƘ YǳƘƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜŘȅǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ in bringing these 

transformational projects to the fore in the alternative soccerscape, they fail to consider 

fully the complex processes social actors enter into when realising such projects in the 

everyday. If these football activist ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǘŜƴǘ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ 

and are άthe most visible vestiges of an alternative, collectivist approach to life in the 

ŀǘƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘέ (2016: 13), then more nuanced analysis needs to 

be applied. I therefore take into account the multiple competing voices which constitute 

these movements and the difficulties involved in realising 3SF.  

 

Projects aiming to transform football often do so in competing and often ambivalent ways. 

Therefore tƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ΨŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩ (Doidge, Kossakowski and Mintert, 2020). The 

emergent nature of these alternative clubs/initiatives and the uncertain foundations of their 

transformational ethos when faced with the demands of wider membership, points to 
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profitable (or given the subject - anti-profitable) avenues for further study.4 Therefore, my 

research hopes to complicate neat analysis of such DIY collective projects and show the 

contortions and contestations which are occurring in football activism.  

 

Eschewing top-down analysis, it is within what Crossley and Edwards (2016) determine as 

ǘƘŜ Ψƴƛǘǘȅ ƎǊƛǘǘȅΩ (that which characterises social actors interactions) that I position my 

research into 3SF. This will give focus to how players make sense of the contestations which 

have characterised 3SF over recent years as it has become a codified and structured form of 

ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΦ As Redhead ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ άǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜέ όнлмрΥ 20). As such, studies like mine 

will enrich our understandings of the complex social fields involved in alternative activist 

projects seeking to engender DIY social transformation through football.  

 

3SF provides a site through which I critically consider related ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ƭƛōŜǊǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΩ in the fully lived space of the alternative soccerscape. 

It also explicates further how DIY transformative agendas are defined by its members on 

their own terms. As such, my research seeks to investigate what Ψnarratives of resistanceΩ 

emerge from the players themselves and whether they perceive their actions as part of a 

wider movement for lasting change. Also, how this may relate to experiences of the hyper 

commodification of football. In short, my project hopes to uncover whether the game can 

ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘ ƻǊ ŀǘ 

least reveal the possibilities to transcend what we experience under capitalismέ όYŜƴƴŜŘȅ ϧ 

Kennedy 2016: 42). 

 

Thus far, this chapter has argued for a recognition of the discursive nature of resistance 

within football activism. It has also identified the key scholarship which has attempted to 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΩΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ it has begun to detail the social complexity 

                                                           
4 ²ƛǘƘƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ /ƭŀǇǘƻƴ /Ŧ/ ŀƴŘ 5ǳƭǿƛŎƘ IŀƳƭŜǘǎ C/ ƛƴ South 
East London, are needed (see Panton & Walters, 2016) 
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found within the alternative soccerscape, and the need for further studies into this 

ΨŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜŜŘΣ /hapter 1 will now turn (critically) towards 

the few ethnographic studies which have focuǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ 

soccerscape.   

 

From ΨExcessive FansΩ ǘƻ Ψ9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ  

 

For Fiske, Ψexcessive fandomΩ is an άactive, enthusiastic, partisan, participatory engagement 

with the textέ. These excessive fans, άŘǊŀǿ distinct lines between who, what, they are fans 

of, and what they are notέ (1989:7). The productive capacity and level of social investment 

demonstrated by many grassroots and self-organised football Ψfan-activistsΩ detailed thus far 

therefore can be regarded as Ψexcessive readersΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ football ŦŀƴǎΩ 

have confronted head-on the increasing detachment of elite professional clubs from their 

local communities. They have established alternative clubs and organisations which are 

thought to better reflect and uphold civic values of community and social collectivity; 

however idealised and nostalgic these concepts may be.5  

 

Through a survey of the existing studies of these participatory fan-led projects and networks 

we can identify how football fandom is situated within a post-industrial cultural discourse of 

heritage, localism and belonging. Also, how the game provides a ΨreflexiveΩ space to re 

imagine, build and sustain societal alternatives to the current sporting order. In this sense, it 

is important to continue to give space to the fan voices. However, the creation of alternative 

forms and contexts in which to play football should also be a vital part of studies into 

football activism. My research makes a valuable contribution in this regard. It will highlight 

the personal narratives and collective cultural meanings inscribed into such transformative 

projects through a study of the Ψexcessive playersΩ of 3SF.  

                                                           
5 My project in ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ ǳƴƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŘƛŎƘƻǘƻƳƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
fan culture (Porter, 2019) compared to that of the individualised disinterested, club-ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ ΨǇƻǎt-ŦŀƴΩ 
cognoscenti (Giulianotti, 1999), nor between notions of active and passive relationships to the game (Cleland, 
2010). 
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DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ IŀǊƎǊŜŀǾŜǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

ǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƻǊƛǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘέΣ όмффлΥ 300) 

I therefore place my research into 3SF within the body of scholarship which has emerged 

since 2011 with regard to Ψplayer-activistΩ perspectives. This body of work highlights how 

amateur participation in alternative football can also act as a distinct form of dissent and 

embodied resistance.6  

 

!ǎ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊΩǎ (2020) Bourdieusian ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ΨŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ these immersed 

player perspectives offer opportunities for distinct forms of engaged research. In this 

regard, the largely auto-ethnographic approaches employed thus far in the field intertwine 

playersΩ personal experiences with detailed social histories of alternative clubs and player-

activist initiatives. However, a major limitation of existing literature is that these studies 

eschew the plurality of voices which are playing for social change in football. My research 

will attempt to address this imbalance. 

 

Of particular relevance to my research into 3SF are the journal articles found within the 

special issue of Sport in Society ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ψ5L¸ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΥ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ōŀǎŜŘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƭǳōǎΩ όнлмрύΦ In this edition are works by Tucker, detailing the difficulties of 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ Ŏƭǳō ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΤ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

history of the Leeds-based socialist club Republica Internationale FC; McMahon and 

{ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψnon-ŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘΩ ŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎƳ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩǎΩ 9ŀǎǘƻƴ /ƻǿōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ 

/ƻǿƎƛǊƭǎΤ ŀƴŘ YǳƘƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭƪΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-gender football club, 

17 SK in Stockholm. YǳƘƴΩǎ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ study ƻŦ Ψ{ƻŎŎŜǊ Ǿǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩ (2011) includes cursory 

descriptions of the club case studies I will now survey. However, it was not until this Ψspecial 

issueΩ that extensive player-authored accounts received wider academic attention in the UK.  

 

                                                           
6 This is equally important given that the nascent activist-athlete research paradigm (as identified by Boykoff 
(2016, 2020), is largely based on elite and professional practitioners 
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Easton Cowboys and Cowgirls FC 

 

Since 2011, there have been a number of studies into the activities of the Bristol-based 

alternative sports club Easton Cowboys and CowgirlsΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ initial publication about 

Easton charts the establishment of the alternative football club in the early 1990s which 

offered (for those involved) ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ άǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΣ 

democracy, free social spaces and internationalism can be practically developed outside of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέ (in Kuhn 2011: 185). The 

uncompromising non-hierarchical nature of the clubs approach to football meant players 

άǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōŀƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǳǊ ōƻƻǘǎέ ό2011: 185). Although this non-didactic political approach is not expanded upon 

by the author, his study brings to light the difficulties alternative football clubs encounter in 

re orienting the ethos of play in football away from the Ψwin at all costsΩ mentality which 

pervades competitive two-sided football. Equally, the study points to the complex politics 

involved in balancing inclusion and sporting excellence through an alternative football club 

primarily formed to create networks of solidarity and community.  

 

A number of peer reviewed auto-ethnographies and social histories by current and former 

players have subsequently detailed how Ψactivism through ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ at Easton has led to 

tangible changes in the world (see Simpson and McMahon, 2012; Simpson, 2015). SimpsonΩǎ 

(2016) ΨAnatomy of an Alternative SǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƭǳōΩ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ further insight into the impacts of 

9ŀǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘiatives which have been run by current and former players. This has 

included the raising of over £100,000 for Kiptik, a Zapatista-led partnership to secure clean 

water in the Chiapas region of Mexico. The player-ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ immersion in the minutiae of 

Easton club culture also gives a first-hand account of the complexities of the nascent 

sporting democracy at Easton and the emergent forms of community activism found there. 

Also, of the internal critiques within the club membership in the wake of tours of Palestine. 

Although Simpson aǊƎǳŜǎ 9ŀǎǘƻƴΩǎ biggest achievement has been to create a sense of 

Ψparticipatory communityΩ, this is left loosely defined (and without theoretical grounding). 

This term therefore includes a broad spectrum from local political campaigning, housing and 
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supporting asylum seekers, drinking at the local Jamaican pub, through to raising funds for a 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ charity.  

 

As community activist scholar, Ledwith, contends, άiǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨōŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

situating ourselves within the lives of those with whom we research in socio-cultural-

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ όнллтΥ 605) In this regard, despite the practical and embodied experiences 

found in the player-author accounts of Easton, we are still left to question what the 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ club. Equally, how 

experiences of activism may differ for its playing members aside from the prominent voices 

included in the studies. In order to obtain a more ΨanatomicalΩ player survey it is therefore 

necessary to find out what is invested in the club by other players, on their own terms.  

 

A lack of distance between author and research can lead to an ΨƻǾŜǊ-ǊŀǇǇƻǊǘΩ with the 

research subject (as identified within critiques of Dǳƛƭƛŀƴƻǘǘƛ ŀƴŘ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ ethnographic 

work into football hooliganism on the terraces of Scottish football in the 1990s (see Free, 

Inglis & Hughson, 2005). This lack of critical distance, and an over-affiliation with the actions 

of a group can lead to omissions of typical events which have become normalized within the 

social group (MacPhail, 2004; Hammersley & Atkinson, 1983). This is a divot within which 

existing studies into Easton also fall. These accounts Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ΨƳŀƪŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΩ or critique the 

alternative football clubs social initiatives which are the object of research. The descriptive 

narratives of such studies into Easton therefore may offer an accessible, journalistic entry 

point, however, they do little to assuage images of the heroic or intrepid masculinist 

authorial voice. Equally, the lack of rigorous theoretical grounding and the failure to 

consider how football may limit the forms of political solidarity engendered, are crucial 

omissions from current research into the club. 

 

Republica Internationale FC  
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Alongside Easton, there are a number of player authored studies about Republica 

Internationale FC. This is an explicitly ΨSocialist Football clubΩ founded in Leeds in the early 

1980s. It was also formed as an escape from the strictures of formal political activism. 

Indicative of the developing networks between alternative political football clubs in Europe 

they joined Easton on a number of political solidarity tours. Also, they helped to stage 

alternative football tournaments ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ in the 

mid-2000s (Totten, 2011).  

 

Taking a more top-down approach to club ethos and outlook than Easton, Republica accept 

members based solely on an adherence to a Ψsocialist club manifestoΩ. They also organised 

voluntary community work through the club and for a short while produced an associated 

fanzine. Through the lived experiences of Republica players past and present, key questions 

are asked in this research about the long term sustainability of fostering an inclusive 

socialist football club in the UK. Also how alternative clubs have to contend with a widening 

player group and the fluctuating commitment to the club ethos of Ψleft wing political 

solidarityΩ. TotteƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ of Republica therefore further enhances our 

understandings of the travails and political machinations required in sustaining and 

developing an alternative football club as it ΨƭƻƻǎŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ 

membership (2015).  

 

Utilising LedwithΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȄƛǎΩ, Republica (and its affiliated network of 

clubs), it is argued, provides ŀ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ of what Ψsocialism ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ can 

mean in the 21st century for players and the community. Key to such efforts at Ψpractical 

educationΩ, Totten details how many players struggled to contend with internal tensions 

relating to racism and the hyper competitive atmosphere in the local league structure. 

Equally, the difficulties in providing inclusive spaces for new players with intersectional 

identities within normative amateur football contexts. This points to the need for further 

analysis into such difficulties which will also be covered in my discussion of 3SF. 
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TuckerΩs (2015) later research offers a valuable comparative study which is based upon his 

decade of playing experiences with Republica and also the attempts made by the author to 

replicate this alternative club culture in the context of Tee side amateur football. Here, he 

ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘǎ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴΩs study to suggest that Ψsocialist sporting cultureΩ is one found in the 

everyday, where theory is confronted with, and augmented by, everyday practices and 

social mores. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ fan activism and Ψpolitical 

praxisΩ found at the Hamburg-based alternative club Sainkt Pauli. In this work he argues fans 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ an outlier 

professional football club (2015). However, despite the analytical strengths of the 

ethnographic research into Sainkǘ tŀǳƭƛΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀ C/ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ŜŜǎƛŘŜ wŜŘǎΩ, both 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎΩ ƻǊ 

ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ  

 

I address this omission in my work by privileging the voices of the 3SF community and 

offering the opportunity for players to articulate what 3SF means on their own terms. As 

¢ǳŎƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴΩǎ όмффпΣ нллс, 2012) further collaborative studies into wider community-

sport development projects show, critical activist-researchers with their long term 

commitment to both praxis and production of knowledge have a responsibility to challenge 

the overwhelmingly positive reports of creating inclusive spaces and networks of solidarity 

through alternative football clubs. Therefore, whilst advocating for the importance of the 

ΨFreedom Through FootballΩ initiatives (which provide a safe space for those excluded and 

victimised in mainstream sporting contexts), the strength of the above authors work is 

found in efforts to complicate (at least to a small degree) hagiographical androcentric 

analyses which fail to acknowledge the demographic homogeneity within alternative 

football movements (see Cauldwell, 2011).  

 

Of Cowboys and Critique  

 

For fellow activist-researchers Dolk and Kuhn, άŎlubs such as the Cowboys should not be 

ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ 
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ideas into practice and act as conduits for their spread both locally and Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅέ όнлмр:  

444). The above player studies surveyed, in this regard, undoubtedly offer examples of how 

DIY-football has fostered and nurtured Ψleft wingΩ playing communities away from formal 

political and sporting contexts in the UK. They also show how football can provide a 

Ψpractical educationΩ for players in the latent discriminatory nature of competitive two sided 

football. Also the difficulties experienced in balancing inclusion and competition in these 

alternative playing contexts. These singular alternative club case studies therefore show the 

power of direct action in sport over abstracted theories for social change.  

 

However, there is a need to further detail the intricacies and contradictions which constitute 

such societal alternatives. Also, to account for the plurality of voices who shape these clubs. 

This addition within my research will help to understand how football is experienced in 

these alternative contexts beyond broad and ill-defined concepts of ΨsolidarityΩ and 

ΨcomradeshipΩ. We should remember that each player may not feel the same as those who 

ŦŜŜƭ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ όƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎǊǳŜŘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ΨŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩύ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ or speak 

authoritatively about theirs and other ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ experiences. Also, that the plurality of 

ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ demonstrate the contested or fragmented nature of cultural 

projects seeking to engender social, cultural and political transformation from below. 

 

In summary, according to the existing player authored literature, alternative contexts within 

which to play two-ǎƛŘŜŘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜΣ 

ǎǳōǾŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ΨǎŜƛǎƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΩ ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

tendencies which act as a tool for practical action. However, as Bott (in Kuhn, 2011: 147) 

suggests, it is also important to recognise how these liberatory experiences, both quotidian 

ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛƴŀƭΣ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨŜǊǎŀǘȊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩΣ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƳƛŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ 

practices and structures of modern sport. As such, my research considers how alternative 

clubs may have transformed the cultural contexts in which the game is played but have not 

dealt with the oppressive binary nature of competitive sport itself. This may continue to 

exclude and restrict membership.  
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!ǎ [ŜŘǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎ άŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƛǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ΨǊŀŎŜΩΣ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƎŜΣ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ΨŘƛǎΩ 

ability, entrenches those divisions still furtherέ (2005: 255). With these glossy limitations in 

body and mind, my research will complicate existing ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ about the 

alternative soccerscape. It will highlight the ambivalent nature of alternative competitive 

ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ team sports and their associated hierarchies which may replicate normative 

sporting environments and prevent participation. In bringing this productive tension and 

ambivalence to the fore, my research aligns with wider sociological studies that critically 

question the logic that participation in sport can contribute to inclusive social change per se, 

or as act as a tool of social cohesion (Kelly, 2011; Long & Sanderson, 2001; Donnelly, 

Atkinson, Boyle & Szto, 2011; Lyras & Peachey, 2011; Elling, Knoppers & De Knop, 2005; 

Black, 2010; Coalter, 2015).  

 

As Mckay suggests, many authors highlight the rich detail of specific case studies but fail to 

question the ΨformΩ of sporting practice which surrounds these efforts (1992: 117). 

Therefore, the following section of this chapter will survey existing studies of projects within 

the alternative soccerscape which have actively Ψtransformed footballΩ outside of formal 

institutions, pedagogical frameworks and top-down sporting organisations.  

 

ΨAlternativeΩ Football World Cups 

 

TƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨŀƭǘŜǊnativeΩ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ 

inclusive cultural contexts for players and fans to come together around amateur football. 

These include the Homeless World Cup, Balon Mondiale, the Amsterdam World Cup, 

CONIFA Football Cup (see Burdsey, 2008; Rockwood, 2020), Football4Hope Community 

Football Days and FURD affiliated events (see Stone, 2020). Existing scholarship has thus far 

looked at these alternative football tournaments from an events management perspective, 

and to highlight wider efforts at nurturing spaces of inclusivity and representation within 

football culture (see Gannett, Kaufman, Clark & McGarvey, 2014; Long, Pantaleon & Bruant, 
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2006; Schulenkorf & Edwards, 2012). However, there is much work to be done with regards 

to analysis of the potential lasting impacts of such events.  

 

Whilst these alternative football tournaments may create ΨmultifocalΩ events focussing on 

messages of peace, reconciliation and community cohesion they also largely replicate the 

hierarchies and binary configurations of mainstream sporting practice. These include 

knockout formats which privilege achievement and quantifiable results. There are, however, 

a select number of alternative tournaments ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ which 

play augmented forms of football (including the staging of showcase 3SF events). These 

include the Mondiali Anti Razzissti or Ψ!ƴǘƛ-Racƛǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇΩΣ 5ȅƴŀƳƻ ²ƛƴŘǊŀŘ C/Ωǎ 

ΨAlternative /ǳǇΩΣ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀΩǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƛǊŎǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǳƭƛΩǎ Ψ!ƴǘƛwŀΩ /ǳǇΦ In these 

ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ (and in order to foster atmospheres of sporting inclusion, political 

solidarity and anti-racism) teams may be randomised, rules, hierarchies and structures 

subverted, and the goals of football play re oriented towards comradeship, reciprocity and 

fun (Kuhn, 2011; Totten, 2016). But a key question remains as to how these games are 

experienced. 

 

For Totten, playing in these alternative football ŜǾŜƴǘǎ άƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΧƛǘ ŜƴƎŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊm of 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŀȄƛǎέ όнлммΥ мср). However, I believe it pertinent to interrogate further what forms 

ƻŦ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ƻǊ ΨǇǊŀȄƛǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƎŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ on the field of play 

and how long they may last. Also, what the perceived outcomes are for players without a 

prescriptive dogma to adhere to after such events? My project therefore seeks to discover 

through 3SF and its associated alternative World Cup tournaments whether the Ψexcessive 

playersΩ involved find the normative spaces, structures and forms of mainstream football as 

irreconcilable with their revolutionary agendas and longer term sporting aims. Also, 

whether the opportunities to collectively transform football are in fact transient moments 

of experimentation without lasting impact.  
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Liminality 

 

In seeking to answer similar questions as those detailed above, Sterchele and Saint-.ƭŀƴŎŀǘΩǎ 

(2015) ethnography of the Mondiali Antirazzisti in Modena offers a significant study which 

details excessive-player experiences at an alternative football tournament.7 Described by its 

ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΧǿƘŜǊŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ όBalestri in Kuhn, 2011: 146) the Mondiali has evolved over the last 

two decades through feedback from participating alternative football clubs, ultra-fan 

groups, migrant teams and political activists who also shape the event format and content. 

In analogous ways to the recent evolution of the London based 3SF league, the Mondiali has 

introduced ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ initiatives to temper sporting competition. This has included mixed 

gender pick-up teams, self-refereeing, penalty shootout matches (instituted from the 

quarter-finals onwards), and the award of multiple prizes for clubsΩ commitment to social 

causes and anti-racist initiatives rather than athletic endeavour or sporting excellence.8  

 

Through ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ extensive interviews and field observations (gathered over the course 

of a seven-year study), Saint-Blancat and Sterchele align with Numerato to show how 

alternative ΨƛƴǘŜǊŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΩ offer a ΨreflexiveΩ site for players to question 

received forms and logics of competitive football. Their analysis includes interviews with 

players on the difficulties of bringing together such a diverse group of football activists. Also, 

how altering the competitive structures of football has provided various challenges to 

playersΩ previous expectations of playing sport. These are key themes which I explore in 

understanding the recent ΨǊŜŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ trajectory of 3SF. Also, how playing 

the game confronts similar existential issues of doxic sporting competition and structure.  

 

                                                           
7 There is much value in placing this specific tournament within the wider cultural context of municipal funding 
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ΨǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ aƻŘŜna and the Regio-Emiglia region and the lineage of 
networks between ultra-fan groups and the European anti-racist movement (see Ruzzo 2008: Harvey, Safia et 
al 2009. 
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Utilising Turners definition of liminality as άa state or process which is betwixt-and-between 

the normal, day-to-day cultural and social states and processes.έ (1979: 465) and therefore 

ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΩΣ {ǘŜǊŎƘŜƭŜ ŀƴŘ Saint-Blancat further detail how ǘƘŜ Ψŀƴǘƛ-

structuǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Mondiali provides a transient site to transform football along the 

continuum of sport-games-play. They ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ άŘŜ-structured sports practices 

enable participants to experience bodily movements and technical moves as a pleasure per 

se rather than instrumentally oriented to the achievement of whatever goalέ όнлмрΥ 118). 

This ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ transformation of football blurs the distinctions of achievement, inclusion, 

celebration, solidarity and enjoyment. The effects of such transformations in 3SF will be 

explored further in Chapter 5 through the use of 9ƛŎƘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘic of sports model.  

 

Considering the dearth of academic studies into DIY projects which are actively reshaping 

the practice of football, my research ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ {ǘŜǊŎƘŜƭŜΩǎ call for specific 

socio-cultural analysis of Ψde-sportizedΩ football in such quotidian contexts (2015). In this 

regard, my project further questions what players are confronted with whilst playing a new 

form of the game. Moreover, if such embodied experiences have led to any wider forms of 

ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ Further to this, my research into 3SF will ask what 

the ΨafterlivesΩ of such alternative sporting practices are beyond the liminal moments of play 

and spectacular one-off events.  

 

ΨDesportizŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

 

Through the collective development of an alternative inclusive form of football in 3SF, a 

process of ΨdesportizationΩ has occurred.9 This amorphous term is ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ DǊŜŜƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

(deliberate) loosening of rationalised and boundary-making sports forms in favour of more 

playful and inclusive configurationsέ (Green, 1997:37). The term has been liberally applied 

to wider socio-sporting trends which promote inclusivity and non-violent approaches to 

                                                           
9 Concerted efforts have long existed to counter the hyper competition and achievement-orientation found 
within modern sports practice, from the Proletkult propulsions of the Soviet Union through to the inclusion of 
Parkour in PE lessons at school (see Riordan, 1980; Guttmann, 1994; Eichberg, 1998 et al). 
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martial arts (Sanchez-Garcia & Malcolm, 2010; Van Bottenburg & Heilbron, 2006); it has also 

been used in the study of resistance to encroaching formalisation and codification in 

lifestyle and extreme sports (Gilchrist & Wheaton, 2011; Thorpe & Rinehart, 2013; Wheaton 

2013); also to the re-emergence and adaptation of folk/traditional games in schools 

(Malcolm, 2005; Stokvis, 1992; DeKoven, 2005). Ψ5ŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊationΩ has further been identified 

within the ΨdeliberateΩ establishment of a number of mixed-gender team sports over the last 

three decades, including Intercrosse, Tchoukball, Touch Rugby, and Korfball (see 

Costantinou, 2010; VanBottenburg & Vermeulen, 2011). Third-sector and sport-for-

development initiatives have also ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛzŜŘΩ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ. Further, 

whether alternative forms of football can still be considered ΨsportΩ, ΨgamesΩ, ΨplayΩ, or even 

ΨSport+Ω, in their augmented state is something which has concerned wider scholarship (see 

J. Rockwell & Palmer 2011; Sterchele, 2011).  

 

Setting these debates around sporting taxonomy aside, my research will ask whether what 

DǊŜŜƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ Ψthe deliberate looseningΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ о{C marks a distinct 

philosophical and reflexive position about modern competitive team sport for the players 

involved? Also what have been the effects of such reforms in the sport?  

 

Despite the wider prevalence of case studies of ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ, Sterchele (2015) usefully 

identifies four common featǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ΨŘŜsportizŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ may also apply to 

ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨƳǳƭǘƛ-ŦƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΩ όǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

events such as film screenings, seminars, art exhibitions and music events which are staged 

alongside sports), an overlapping of spectators and players in and around the field of play, 

the downplaying of competitiveness, and the creation of mixed ability/gender teams. 

Utilising this framework to assess recent reforms to 3SF in London (alongside associated 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ΨƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅύ, I hope to contribute to understandings 

of wider trends of ΨŘŜsportizationΩ in alternative football and how these are negotiated in 

everyday settings.  
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That football may need ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘŜ-sportizŜŘΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΣ 

ǎƻŎƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ άǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

form of bodily practice and social relations in breaking down barriers and addressing social 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ (Sterchele, 2015:197). Further to this contention, it is important for my research to 

explore how players perceive the limits of mainstream sport, given the need for an 

alternative. This line of inquiry forces us to consider further the exclusory symbolic violence 

of competitive sport and the obscure nature of resistance to such sporting capital. These 

issues will be expanded upon in my second literature review chapter with Bourdieu and 

Lefebvre. 

 
  
Ludus vs Paida? Ritual vs Record? Old Questions New Ethnographic Contexts. 

 

3SF is not immune from the ΨƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΩ detailed at the beginning of this review 

chapter. However, in addition to this ambivalence, over the last three decades, the game 

has also been undergoing a process of ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨsportizationΩ and 

ΨdesportizationΩ. As previously detailed, tƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ 

to the work of Elias and Dunning, whose pioneering longue duree studies sought to 

understand how games developed from pastime to sport in modern culture. However, I use 

it in a broader ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ DǳǘǘƳŀƴƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀǎ о{CΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ΨŦǊƻƳ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΩΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘ, my research will consider how 

the game has been taken by players on as a popular sporting practice and replicated many 

of thŜ Ψachievement-orientedΩ values and codified structures of competitive sport 

(Guttmann, 2004). Concurrently, it will study how various consensual and reflexive reforms 

have also been made by plŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇŜǊ ƻǊ ΨŘŜsportizŜΩ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ As further 

detailed in the following chapter, it will show the agencies and pre-existing structures which 

have shaped these events.  

 

Further to this analytic focus on agency and stricture, my research will detail 3SF as a 

cultural practice through which to question the productive capacities of CaiƭƭƻƛǎΩ όмфсн) 

classic ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ψ[ǳŘicΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtŀƛŘicΩ Ǉƭŀȅ. In this sense, it will consider the inherent 
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ΨǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ between the meanings and values found in Ψ[ǳŘǳǎΩΣ (or the constraints based, rule 

bound, outcome oriented sports practice) and ΨtŀƛŘŀΩΣ (as spontaneous, improvised and 

exploratory play). Pivoting around this tension in 3SF, my research will argue how both 

forms of Ψexcessive playΩ offer different forms of practical and impractical consciousness in 

the game. Also, my research will consider how re-configurations of play may also be de-

motivating and exclusionary (Carless, Peacock, McKenna & Cooke, 2013; Green, 1997; 

Grezzani, 2013; Richards, 1997; Sherry, 2010)  

 

Expanded in this way, my research argues for 3SF to be understood as a distinct form of 

ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ in the alternative soccerscape. As such, I will balance a quantifiable outcome-

oriented approach to ludic play alongside a more experiential analysis of the informal 

political contexts of paidic play in 3SF. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This chapter has grounded my analysis of 3SF within the bounds (and literature) of the 

alternative soccerscape. It showed how alternative engagements with football have led to 

distinct forms of political praxis, grass-roots community organising and DIY 

communitarianism. Further, it identified a dearth of player-centric studies and 

problematized the methodological approaches employed thus far in the field. Lastly, it 

considered the liminal sites of possibility engendered by ΨdesportizedΩ forms of football. 

However, in order to do justice to the complexity of 3SF as a cultural practice, it is important 

to contextualise the game beyond the soccerscape. 3SF marks itself as unique in this regard, 

given that it developed from a free-form, anarchic and improvised form of creative play and 

pataphysical philosophy. It is an activity which is undeniably on the outer limits of sporting 

epistemology and therefore should be analysed as such.  

 

With this outlier status in mind and body, the following review chapter (utilising the work of 

Bourdieu and Lefebvre) will begin by developing a theoretical framework through which to 
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analyse potential resistance found within 3SF. Next, and ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ /ǊƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǊƛŘŜƴǘ 

suggestion that, άthe only way to reform sport is to convert it into something else 

that ceases to be sportέ, (1986: 342) the chapter ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜsΩ 3SF within the Ψanarcho-politics 

ƻŦ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ and the revolutionary program of the Situationist International. 
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   Figure 11. Chromo-dynamic 3SF Poster November 2018 (Personal Collection) 
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Chapter 2.   

The Production of Space, Situationism and Creative Activism 

 

Introduction 

  

As detailed in Chapter 1Σ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ΨǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΩ 

upheaval. Football fans, clubs, businesses and players are each negotiating distinct 

ΨǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŜǎΩ as to what sport means, how it is practiced, and what its potential social use 

in contemporary culture can be (Numerato, 2019). In this regard, ΨdesportizedΩ alternative 

Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇǎΩ, provide opportunities for excessive players to temporarily transform the 

structures and values associated with competitive two sided football. Similarly, networks of 

ΨŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎΩ alternative clubs (such as Easton and Republica) provide more quotidian 

contexts within which players are able to question received sporting logics, practices and 

hierarchies.  

 

When considering the wider sociological significance of such movements key research 

questions arise as to how these alternative sporting contexts are experienced by players and 

what meaning is given to such actions. This leads us to further consider wider philosophical 

questions as to what is at stake when we collectively develop societal alternatives (sporting 

or otherwise)? In what service are such activities and their associated bodies 

instrumentalised? Also, what values and meanings are placed upon these acts, and how do 

these differ across the social field?  

 

CƻǊ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΣ άthe appearance of a new sport or a new way of practising an already 

established sport causes a restructuring of the space of sporting practices and a more or less 

complete redefinition of the meaning attached to the various practicesέ όмфту: 362). With 
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this transformative proposition in body and mind, Chapter 2 will build a framework through 

which to consider the existential questions which are being asked within 3SF as to what 

consǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ΨǎǇƻǊǘΩ and who can be included in its practice.  

 

This review chapter begins by asking how 3SF players may experience a sport which breaks 

ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎǇƻǊǘs practice. Utilising Bourdieu further, it 

then defines the fragmented social field of 3SF as a site where άwhat is at stake, inter alia, is 

the monopolistic capacity to impose the legitimate definition of sporting practices and the 

legitimate function of sporting ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέ (1978: 826). Following on from the Ψstruggle over 

definitionΩ in 3SF, I develop (with Lefebvre) a suitably triadic theoretical paradigm to study 

the complex interplay of individual agency and its relationship to structural hegemony in the 

ΨproductionΩ of space within the alternative soccerscape. Next, I place 3SF within the wider 

cultural context of the SI; a group closely allied to Lefebvre, and one which developed a 

distinct Marxist program ƛƴ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ. Lastly, I ground 3SF 

within existing scholarship on ΨƴŜƻ-situationismΩ and ΨǘƘŜ ŀƴarcho-ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ. In 

doing so, I draw comparisons with other forms of ΨŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ utilised 

sport in transformative, absurd and unorthodox ways. 

 

Social Fields and a New Sporting Gaze?  

 

For the ΨexcessiveΩ players of 3SF, the struggle over what constitutes or defines a ΨlegitimateΩ 

form (or practice) of sport is not limited to material spaces and fields of play. It is also άa 

social arena within which struggles or manoeuvǊŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέ (Jenkins, 1992: 84). 

Therefore, it remains important in my research to consider how 3SF ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ŜŎƭŜŎǘƛŎ 

definitions, bodily approaches, and divergent experiences, may be a crucial site through 

which alternative perceptions of the world would otherwise remain inaccessible. In this 

regard, my research seeks to discover what ΨƳŀƴƻŜǳǾǊŜǎΩ are found within the social field of 

3SF. Moreover, whether 3SF players experience what Bourdieu has called a ΨmetanoiaΩ, or a 

ΨƴŜǿ ƎŀȊŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ, through the game (Grenfell, 2010).  
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¢ƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

snowboarding - ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜΩ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ an institutionalised 

ŀƴŘ ΨŘǊǳƎ-ŦǊŜŜΩ hƭȅƳpic showcase event - outlines how the social field of snowboarding is a 

highly fragmented and structured system of social positions, comprised of a number of 

social groups who all give value to the practice in different ways (2011: 141). This analysis 

can also be productively applied to the recent struggle over legitimacy and form within 3SF. 

Therefore, my project will show the social field of 3SF as comprised of multiple, intersecting 

and hierarchically positioned fields (of individuals and groups), which have been established 

and contested over time, through bodies, and in space.  

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘΩΣ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ΨǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

structures through which social actors appǊŜƘŜƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΩ ό1997: 15). Further to this, I 

will explore the difficulties and tensions encountered by 3SF players attempting to re-

imagine sporting space, bodily practices and (as a consequence), social relations beyond the 

pre-existing structures available to them.  

 

Pre-existing (and established) competitive team sports and the spaces within which they 

occur (both mental and physical) can be understood to ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΩ ƭƻƎƛŎǎ 

of practice and particular ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ƴƻǊƳǎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨŘƻȄƛŎ ƳƻŘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ 

guide bodies through sporting spaces and give cultural meaning to the embodied actions 

therein. With this thought in mind and body, my research (with Bourdieu) considers what 

the deliberate reconfigurations of those discrete and coded worlds in 3SF do to the 

experiences of those involved in the play. Put another way, my research seeks to 

understand Ƙƻǿ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƻȄƛŎ ƭƻƎƛŎΩ ƻŦ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨōƻŘƛƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ Lǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ what new habits or perspectives are 

formed from such actions. Also, how these are made sense of.  
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For Bourdieu, tƘŜ ΨŘƻȄƛŎΩ ƭƻƎƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ όǎuch as that found in football  in scoring 

goals against an opposition team and passing only to your own team) treat the body as 

ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ όмфтт). This offers a useful paradigm to also ask in my research ǿƘŀǘ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

mŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ of 3SF? Also, what are the ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛǾŜǎΩ of such 

memories?10 (see Chapter 7)   

 

Symbolic Capital and Cultural Reproduction in 3SF 

 

When players of 3SF impose a cultural meaning upon the social field, which in turn becomes 

accepted, bolstered or legitimised as a self-evident (doxic) practice in the wider milieu (such 

as that of codification or the establishment of the normative hierarchies of competitive 

sporting contests), then a key research question emerges about how that act of enclosure is 

experienced by those involved? In this regard, my first analysis chapter will critically ask who 

is excluded by such impositions. Also, what this can tell us about the interplay between 

individual agency and symbolic structures in contemporary football activism.  

 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎΩ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ όŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎύ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΣ 

άǿŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƛǎŜŘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧƛǘ ƛǎ 

these subconscious schemes of perception that give meaning to, and produce, particular 

ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ όCresswell, 2002: 122) This is a crucial consideration for my research 

in asking the extent to which it has been possible to reach beyond sporting ΨǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ to transform football through 3SF? Also what inherent difficulties are found 

within social practices attempting to reach beyond such pre-existing structures and cultural 

practices? 

 

With reference to the ways in which 3SFers have unconsciously ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘƛŜǎΩ 

and structures of its two-sided sporting cousin, (such as at Triball and the 2014 and 2017 

                                                           
10 My embodied experiences as player-researcher within the game have been key in shaping this line of 
enquiry in my research 
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World Cup tournaments), I ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇƭȅ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ to my analysis. 

In particular, this will ask what unseen, symbolic structures govern how player activist 

projects in the soccerscape develop. Such symbolic mutually constitutive power structures 

are described (in relation to the subtle reproductions of inequality in the French secondary 

education system) by Bourdieu and Passeron (1978ύ ŀǎ άa gentle violence imperceptible and 

ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩ can take many forms, and a key task of 

my research will be to uncover where these forms are located in 3SF.  

 

3SF as Disjuncture? 

 

In my analysis of the failure of 3SF to reach beyond pre-existing sporting logics and 

structures, it is important to consider how alternative ΨōƻŘȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΩ frequently re-produce 

such forms as popular cultural practices. In this regard, my research aligns with a wider body 

ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ΨƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ of how the hierarchies and structures of 

received sporting practices affects the foǊƳΣ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƭŀȅΩ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ (and alternative 

) practices (see Borden, 2019; Dupont, 2014; Walters, 2008; Wheaton, 2013). Through 

interviews with participants from across the social field, I will build upon such studies to 

assess whether 3SF ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ό.ƻǳrdieu, 1977: 226); (as one which 

temporarily challenges the doxic modality of sporting space and the bodily habitus of 

football, but ultimately does not transform participants material social conditions) or, if 3SF 

radically redefines participants relationships to the world through a triolectic form of 

football.  

 

My research will also consider how 3SF, in its concurrent rejection of orthodox forms of 

political activism and replication of received sporting practices, offers multiple forms of 

ΨŘƛǎƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨƘȅǎǘŜǊŜǎƛǎΩΦ CƻǊ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳ ΨhysteresisΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ΨƘŀōƛǘǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ a new bodily practice. 

This disjuncture could leave social actors feeling like a ΨΨŦƛǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣΩΩ or, ǿƛǘƘ άŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 

expectations, values, beliefs, dispositions, and bodily comportments that are no longer 
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reflected in the imperatives ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ όDumenden & English, 2013: 1082). 

In seeking to analyse such ΨdisjunctiveΩ experiences in the game, my research questions how 

participants perceive and experience 3SF on their own terms. Also what physical and mental 

challenges may be brought up in the act of playing ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ football.  

 

Limits of Bourdieu   

 

Bourdieu has been criticised for a failure to consider the capacity for individuals to challenge 

the sporting order, in practice or governance (see Goodger 1982; Gruneau, 1993; Mansfield, 

2000; Therberge, 1991ύΦ bƻǘŀōƭȅΣ IŀǊƎǊŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ determinist 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ άtends to treat people as if they are properties of the system and fails to 

appreciate how cultural fields, such as sports, contain the capacity for people/women to 

resist and ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭκƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ (1994: 21). Whilst this undoubtedly limits certain 

critical applications of his work, my project aligns with that of Smith, Hunter and emerald 

(2014) which offers a re-appraisal of the French theoristΩǎ contribution to the Sociology of 

Sport. This brings to the fore .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΩ (and therefore 

agency) of social actors (see also Brown, 2005; Gorely, Holroyd & Kirk, 2003; Light & Kirk 

2000; Mahar, 1990).  

 

Given that .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

which could be re-applied in a reflexive cycle, then I further contend in my research how the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩΣ ΨŘƻȄŀΩΣ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘȅǎǘŜǊŜǎƛǎΩ to 3SF 

enriches the potential of theory itself; revealing the dynamic interplay between practical 

research and theory, between structure and autonomous agency, and between those 

seeking both ΨludicΩ and ΨpaidicΩ experiences of play (emerald, 2015: 178).  

 

As Hughson, Free and Inglis suggest, Bourdieu is interested in individuals as agents within 

the field and they advise ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ 

individuals as social agents (2005: 156). In this regard, the task for my research is to chart 
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such a social typology of agency through 3SF. I will therefore survey how players have been 

able to shape the game in contrasting and dynamic (if limited) ways.  

 

Lefebvre, 3SF and the Production of Sporting Space 

 

As highlighted above, a Bourdieusian analytical approach (when applied to the experiences 

of playing 3SF) can offer a tool kit to consider alternative football activism as a site of agency 

(albeit bound within the inherited structures and forms of ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ƘŀōƛǘǳǎΩ). However, it is also necessary to explore how ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ constitute, 

imagine, appropriate, and collectively produce alternative sporting spaces. In this sense, my 

research will ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ 

locuǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ό9ƭŘŜƴΣ нллт). Instead, I argue that such spaces should be regarded 

as a social production; mutually constitutive of a complex of directly-lived experiences, 

distinct socio-historical circumstances, and received cultural conceptions and practices. 

Framed in this way, we can begin to analyse the spaces of a wider alternative soccerscape as 

critical social and political practices within themselves. Also, that these spaces are intimately 

bound to a complex interrelationship between form, agency and structure.  

 

As a profitable way to analyse this complex (and to explicate the diverse meanings and 

associations for those involved in 3SF), this chapter will now ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΩǎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǘǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ 

the conceived, perceived, and lived space found in the ΨtǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǇŀŎŜΩ. Through its 

application, I will show how alternative engagements with the 3SF Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻƴŎŜ Ψŀ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΩΣ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ΨŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ό1991: 9).  

 

CƻǊ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΣ άŜŀŎƘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǳǇ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ό1991: 31). With this contention in mind, body, 

space and time, my research will interrogate the peculiarity and ontological uncertainty of 

the spaces of 3SF as a Ψlived practiceΩΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ also consider what a Lefebvrean analysis of the 

game can tell us about the liminal opportunities it provides as an expressive form of 
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embodied political critique and a reflexive spatial practice. As such, I will show 3SF as what 

Lefebvre defines as an ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ normative landscapes of sports 

practice and political activism; a game that (depending on the context) has its own 

ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƻƭȅŎŜƴǘǊƛǎƳΩ .  

 

3SF and [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΩǎ ¢ǊƛŀŘ  

 

Lefebvre developed a suitably three-stranded approach to the complex interplay of factors 

through which space is produced. His triad consists firstly of Ψspatial practiceΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ is similar 

ǘƻ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨDoxaΩ in that it presupposes the use and function of space (and 

ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅύ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΩΣ ƻǊ ΨǘŀƪŜƴ-for-ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΩ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ 

understandings of the use of space in everyday life; constituted by individuals and 

institutions. He also terms this a Ψperceived spaceΩ, and one which provides social cohesion 

through the reproduction of spatial forms and practices. These can be found in a sporting 

context through the use of a football field to play said ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

movements aligning with a social consensus about expected behaviour and movement in 

such spaces.  

 

Secondly, Lefebvre identifies Ψrepresentations of spaceΩ which are connected to the 

dominant discourses which surround space in society. These are conceptions which produce 

forms of knowledge about space mediated through systems, signs and codes. This is an 

abstracted space, a space for architects, engineers and urban planners. It consists of a top 

down conceptual imagination of what space is for and how it is used. Lefebvre also termed 

this the Ψconceived spaceΩ, and in sporting environments, could be found in the meticulous 

design and planning of new stadiums and amateur sports grounds alongside the proposed 

(and carefully predicted) ways in which bodies may use and interact within such spaces. It 

could also ǊŜŦŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ о{CΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ as an abstracted conceptual model to demonstrate 

WƻǊƴΩǎ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ triolectics.  
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Thirdly, and most relevant for this study, are what [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψspaces of representationΩ. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǳǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΩΦ For him, they are a productive 

site of struggle (against capitalist domination), and a space where alternative political 

imaginations are brought into the material world. Beyond the abstract projections of the 

Ψconceived spaceΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ and behavioural norms of the Ψperceived 

spaceΩ, Ψthe lived spaceΩ is a fluid, generative and ambiguous place; a site of creativity, 

agency, opposition and opportunity. It is also what Lefebvre terms as ŀƴ ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ 

ǎǇŀŎŜΩ, one which seeks to create new possibilities in the everyday. Further, it is a space of 

conflict; restriction and revolutionary fervour.  

 

[ŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜ ΨƳƻƳŜƴǘΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ψthe lived 

spaceΩ that the possibility to realise change occurs, or, can be uncovered through a lived 

critique of the everyday (see Rogers, 2002: 144). These lived spaces are what Eichberg later 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜ όмффуΥ 153), where he also imagines a radical 

ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ о{C ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ aŀǊȄƛǎƳ ƳŜŜǘǎ ōŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ {ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ όнлмсΥ 

406). The links that can be made between Ψōŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΩ and ΨMarxismΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ 

subsequently, however, in our understandings of 3SF I believe we should recognise how 

ΨǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ transformative football projects are realised in the ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ. These 

spaces are constitutive of and shaped by perceived and conceived spaces. In charting о{CΩǎ 

ǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ through to a lived practice - with all of its 

contradictions and contestations - I find this triad an apposite model through which to 

assess the game further in my project.  

 

In order to consider the interplay between structure and agency, for Lefebvre, it was within 

Ψspaces of representationΩ ƻǊ ΨƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎΩ or unproductive actions of the body (see Simonsen, 2005: 282).  Such cultural 

ΨƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ψpractical actionsΩ develop based on the two 

other spaces in this triolectic approach. This consideration is key for my analysis of the wider 

social life of 3SF detailed in Chapter 7, as it has been appropriated within wider artistic and 

sporting discourses over the last decade. Questions arise in this context as to whether the 
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codification and reproduction of sporting values in 3SF can therefore be defined as culture 

ΨƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴƛƴƎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ΨunproductiveΩ early games staged by the London 

Psychogeographical Associated and the Association of Autonomous Astronauts? Also, how 

ǘƘƛǎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩ can best be assessed and analysed? 

 

The triolectic relationship (outlined above) between perceived, lived and conceived spaces 

άƭƻǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛŦ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ό[ŜŦŜōvre, 1991: 47). Therefore, my 

project will privilege how participants make sense of (and narrativise) their experiences of 

о{C ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ 5ŀȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘΩ όнллр). In this sense, I contend that 

away from the literary fictions developed about the game, it is the ΨactΩ of 3SF which offers a 

ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ (Lefebvre, 1991: 31). Here, in the words of Lefebvre, 

άƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻƳƻƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ hƴƭȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ 

prevent dispersion, like a fist clenched arouƴŘ ǎŀƴŘέ ό1991: 416). Through an ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴ-

ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ Ƴȅ ǊŜsearch will therefore show 3SF as indicative of the complex social 

lives of DIY societal alternatives. This is a position which returns us to the acknowledgment 

of the fragile ΨcoalitionsΩ (Tarrow, 2011) who collectively produce the Ψlived spaceǎΩ of 

football activism.  

 

о{C ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ .ƻŘȅΩ 

 

Whether participants consider 3SF to be a political intervention against capitalist culture or 

a way to appropriate existing sporting spaces, each social actor necessarily draws upon a 

constellation of relationships both symbolic and material to make sense of the activity. In 

short, I contend that 3SF is at once a physical, mental and social phenomenon. Therefore, 

my research needs to account for the complex and divergent meanings drawn from such 

constellations. Moreover, it also must consider how these meanings are articulated and 

experienced through bodies in space. In this regard, I believe that the literal movements, 

interactions, and bodily gestures of players give meaning to the altered sporting spaces of 

3SF. They also offer differing forms of agency, consciousness, resistance and belonging. In 



Benjin Pollock                                                            Three-sided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape 
   

94 
 

order to test and develop this stance further, my research asks how 3SF is a site of 

embodied spatial rŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΩ in the alternative soccerscape. Also how 

(within the act of play) the body may become an object of political critique as well as an 

empowered subject.  

 

A limitation within existing literature on Ψsocial transformationalismΩ in DIY football activism 

is the failure to account for the reflective experiences of the body, playing or otherwise. 

Through a balance of structural and phenomenological analysis, (outlined further in 

methodology chapters) I will contribute a framework through which to consider the 

embodied sites of agency and stricture within DIY societal alternatives which can be applied 

to the wider field. For now, I return to Lefebvre to detail the importance of the body as a 

site of resistance in the production of 3SF space.  

 

Body as Mediator 

 

/ƻƴǘǊŀ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ΨŘŜŎƻǊǇƻǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻǊ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘern 

philosophy, Lefebvre decried the Cartesian logic which ΨōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘΩ ΨŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨdeniŜŘΩ 

the body (1991: 407). As a consequence, he sought to bring the body to the fore in drawing 

together his triadic treatise on the production of space. Following this corporeal contention, 

my research aligns with a number of Lefebvrean scholars who also place the body as a 

central mediator aƴŘ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ lived, perceived and conceived spaces. This 

work sees ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛal 

practice (see Borden, 2000; Blum and Nast, 1996; Elden, 2004; Gregory, 1994; Pile, 1996; 

Shields, 1998; Merrifield, 2000).  

 

For SimonseƴΣ ǘƘŜ άǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ς 

and on the bodyέ όнллрΥ 282). Here, the ΨƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǎǘǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΩǎ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎtic, is brought to 

the fore and augmented. In this sense, I argue that sporting space is contingent on 

abstracted constructs, behavioural norms and material practice, but is also one that is 
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written upon the body itself. 3SF is therefore an embodied act experienced fleetingly (and 

often) in the moment. This is a key consideration in developing new paradigms for 

understanding practical consciousness in the player activism of the soccerscape.  

 

The ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜΩ ōƻŘȅ όŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳǎύ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 

Ψlived spaceΩ, for Lefebvre, reveals sites of resistance to the hegemonic order which may 

remain otherwise overlooked. As he further ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ needs no 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅǎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΧŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ 

such rhythms have to do with needs, which may be dispersed as tendencies, or distilled into 

desiresέ όмфффΥ 205). In this regard, my research questions how the excessive playing bodies 

ƻŦ о{C ΨǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΩ ǘƘǊough the act of play. Also, what the active involvement in the 

rhythms and practices of 3SF says about the ΨneedΩ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ for a new sport, politics or 

inclusive ΨŘŜǎǇƻǊǘƛȊŜŘΩ play?  

 

Players of 3SF necessarily put their bodies on the line and on display in space, often in 

creative ways. But for what end? My research questions whether the body is used as a 

political tool in these contexts to transform inter-related political and sporting desires into 

popular action? In seeking the answers to such questions, I will analyse how 3SF players are 

able to step beyond the rationality and utility of space in unpredictable and generative 

ways. Through an explication of the embodied experiences of playing the game on the 

terms of those involved, I will further inquire into what factors led participants to seek such 

alternative bodily experiences in the first place. Also, what maintains their social 

commitment to 3SF based on these liminal experiences?   

 

Resistance in the Alternative Soccerscape   

 

As McDonald contends άǎǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ 

avant-ƎŀǊŘŜ ŀǊǘΣ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ƻǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ 

other cultural activities might also be empowering and used as an activity to challenge the 
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cŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ όнллфΥ 45). Such sentiments expose much about the popular discourse 

(from across political spectrums) which characterises sport as an activity separate from 

ΨǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ, and other forms of transformative cultural resistance. These 

attitudes also govern how those involved within such sporting movements may perceive 

and articulate their actions.  

 

Setting aside the role that sport has played in various revolutionary struggles over the 21st 

century,11 my research recognises that due to the ways in which sporting spaces are 

ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩ ƻŦ Ǉƻƭitics and serious culture, they also provide a liminal  space 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ΨǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΩ 

(Lefebvre, 1991). With this artificial separation in mind and body, my research will therefore 

question how 3SF offers a productive and liminal testing ground for players to resist, re-

imagine and literally play out societal alternatives due to the perceived triviality of such 

ΨƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ this liminal possibility, I explore whether 3SF may speak to the 

dearth of cultural contexts through which social actors feel able to realise politics or 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ΨƴŜƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ. This 

will form a key site of inquiry within my interviews with players in both Chapters 6 and 7. 

 

How 3SF is able to nurture different forms of resistance (lasting and liminal) to the 

alienating consequences of football in Ψneo liberal ǘƛƳŜǎΩ όŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎύ is 

complex and manifold. However, my research will critically consider how players efforts to 

disrupt normative sporting practices (in body and space) are a direct challenge to notions of 

ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ, ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ, ΨcompetitionΩΣ ΨƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΩ, ŀƴŘ ΨǳǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΩ, which pervade 

normative modern sporting practices and wider capitalist society (see Brohm, 1978; 

Guttmann, 1978; Rigauer, 1982; Paterson, 1985). Further to this, I align with Bale, who 

argues that ΨǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘΩ όǘȅǇƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭύ 

offer a mirror to capitalist ΨalienationΩ found in wider society. As he argues, these hyper-

commodified, enclosed and heavily-surveilled cultural spaces offer a reflective societal lens 

ǿƘƛŎƘ άŘƛǎƭƻŎŀǘŜǎ Ŧŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǘǎέ 

                                                           
11 See for example Riordan (1980) 
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(1993: 156). As such, my interviews (in part) focus on 3SF players relationshƛǇǎ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ the game to be a reflective and embodied reaction to 

capitalist alienation.  

 

In summary, I contend that the Ψlived spacesΩ of 3SF (and the wider alternative soccerscape) 

are a profitable site where spatial critiques and embodied actions speak to a number of 

societal concerns about the atomization of communities and the need for positive collective 

(and joyful) experiences. In these everyday DIY contexts, l will show how 3SF players and 

fans have been able to 'ǊŜŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΣ to resist the alienating effects of 

neo liberalism, and to imagine ΨƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴϥ ό¦ƴƎŜǊ, 1987: 360).  

 

Beyond the Soccerscape? 

 

How we conceive of space has a 'totemic resonance' in society (Massey, 2005: 47). Sporting 

spaces and practices - or the active reconstitution of them - are therefore an essential part 

of analysis in contemporary culture. The demonstrable ability to reclaim, overturn, or create 

from below, alternative sporting spaces shows how individuals and collectives can intervene 

into the perceived and conceived spaces of sport and politics in subversive ways. However, 

it is necessary to adopt a critical stance in understanding how these alternatives only offer 

forms of ΨƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘΩ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ not able to fundamentally change the spaces and 

practices of sport.  

 

As Lefebvre (1991: 59-60) suggested in reference to the failures of the Soviet Constructivists 

of the 1920s to realise a new world,  

 

A revolution that does not produce a new space has not realised its full potential; 

ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΧfor a social transformation to 
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be truly revolutionary in character it must manifest a creative capacity in its effects 

on daily life, on language, and on space. 

 

This unmet potential described above is a crucial omission from existing studies about the 

efficacy and lasting contribution of autonomous or DIY football activism. In this regard, my 

research into 3SF questions if these new contexts and forms of football activism have the 

ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ΨŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΩ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊŎŜƭƛǎŜŘΩ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

demarcated for sport in contemporary culture? Equally, I consider if these 

transformationalist projects reach beyond the binary and patriarchal bias which pervade 

capitalist relations and modern sports practice if they maintain or replicate an oppositional 

and hyper competitive two team system.  

 

At this point it is germane to ask further, what the spaces and bodies of 3SF can tell us about 

the need to define political spaces and communities from below in contemporary culture? 

Does playing 3SF in this sense offer a radical site through which to re imagine social 

relations and urban spaces? Is it a way to dissolve the false separations of sport and politics 

for those involved? Does it counter the alienating bodily experiences of sport in capitalist 

culture? Or, is it just a normative sport with three teams?  

 

Expanding upon LefebvǊŜΩǎ calls for a new revolutionary language (and with the above 

questions in mind) this literature review now reaches beyond the alternative soccerscape in 

order to understand how 3SF may offer an embodied critical intervention ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ άǘƻ 

learn how to produce ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅέ όaŜǊǊƛŦƛŜƭŘ, 2000: 173) beyond the demarcated, or 

parcelised zones of urban space.  

 

Comparable ethnographic studies seeking to assess the complex interrelationship between 

informal and non-specialised spaces of recreation, political activism and sport, have usefully 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǳǊŦƛƴƎΣ ƪƛǘŜ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎΣ ǇŀǊƪƻur, 

skateboarding and ΨultimateΩ frisbee relate to (and also are reflective of) a form of counter 
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cultural politics. These informal political contexts for sport allow participants to both reject 

the achievement oriented landscapes of modern sports practice and reclaim and disrupt 

waterside and city spaces in playful and imaginative ways (see Borden, 2000; Griggs, 2009; 

Thornton, 2011; Wheaton, 2013). Such studies also undoubtedly move us towards a more 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ΨōƻŘȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΩ ƻŦŦŜǊ 

embodied spatial critiques of capitalism, urban space and the values of achievement sport.  

 

Similarly to 3SF, these studies have contended with the potential for such activities to 

become institutionalized, enclosed and subsumed within formal sporting settings as popular 

practices (see Wheaton ϧ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ, 2017; Sterchele & Camoletto, 2017). However, 

despite the useful comparisons which can be drawn with existing literature about these 

activities, it is important to delineate 3SF from these practices due to the games distinct 

political history within explicitly activist and artistic contexts. These unbound, outlier 

contexts for 3SF are where this chapter now turns. 

 

3SF and Situationism 

 

The recent emergence of 3SF within the alternative soccerscape speaks to the potential for 

alternative sporting spaces to provide opportunities for embodied critiques of hyper-

commodified football and neo liberal capitalism.  However, 3SF also offers a cultural 

practice which re-appropriates football and its associated symbolic and material spaces in 

creative, subversive and often transformative ways. In this regard, placing my analysis solely 

within the paradigm of the soccerscape limits the complex meanings and divergent 

associations which participants may derive from the game. As such, I now place 3SF within 

the enduring legacy of Situationism and contemporary political activism in Europe. The 

following section will provide context to the SI and its associated tactics. It will then consider 

3SF as part of a project of playful revolution within ΨǘƘŜ ŀƴŀǊŎƘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ in 

London.  
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The Situationist International  

  

When the recently retired French international midfielder, Raymond Kopa, spoke up in 

defence of the Footballers Action Committee, (an ad hoc representative body of 

professional footballersύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ мфсуΣ ƘŜ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άǳƴƛǘŜŘ 

we will make football again what it never ceased to be ς the sport of joy, the sport of the 

world, the sport of tomorrowέ όin Vienet, 1992: 132). His political demands and vision for 

transformative change caught the playful and rebellious counter cultural moment also 

exemplified by the SI; an artistic and political counter cultural movement that would 

dissolve amidst bitter disagreement and disillusionment by 1972.  

 

First established in 1957, as a union of various strands of the European avant-garde, the SI 

were drawn from various experimental art movements including the Letterist International 

(LI), the IMIB and the LPA. This disparate group of artists, writers, intellectuals, and activists, 

were each seeking to find viable strategies to at once collapse the false distinctions made 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΩΣ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ 

capitalism; all whilst, decrying ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎΩ socialism of the Soviet Union (Cooper, 

2016; Barnard, 2001; Rasmussen & Jackobson, 2015; Wark, 2015). 

 

A key ambition of the SI was ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜōƻǊŘΩǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ Ψ{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ 

(1970). Here, he argued that society was increasingly colonized by mediated images, sounds, 

ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜΣ ōƭƛǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŎǊƛǇǘŜŘ 

and authentic world would eventually be driven out, leaving just a simulacrum of the worldέ 

(1970: 38). In much the same way that the Dada movement arose out of the failures of the 

avant-garde to develop an effective Marxist critique of everyday life in the early 20th 

century, the SI saw their political role (amidst burgeoning consumerism) to playfully disrupt 

received cultural forms and spatial practices. This disruption would create revolutionary 

ΨsituationsΩ which would dance ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ όDebord, 1994; 

Schmid, 2008; Wark, 2013; Sadler 1999). Utilising play as its ΨƳƻǎǘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ {L 
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refused to practice politics in orthodox forms or speak to power in an intelligible, rational or 

formal way (Plant, 2002: 124). 

 

Encapsulated by VaneigeƳΩǎ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ǘǊŜŀǘƛǎŜ ΨwŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ [ƛŦŜΩ όмфстύΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ 

of the SI were not an orthodox call-to-arms through which to overturn the current political 

system by force or rhetoric. Instead, it was a movement based on the belief that lasting 

revolution would be found in a critique of everyday life, with play as an absurd revolutionary 

tactic. Talking after the Nanterre and Sorbonne University student occupation in 1968, and 

the Paris riots, Vaneigem argued for the efficacy of such playful tactics in confronting 

authority thus,  

 

The first few days of an insurrection are a walk over simply because nobody pays the 

slightest bit of attention to the enemy's rules; because they invent a new game and 

because everyone takes part in its elaboration...the only safeguard against authority 

and rigidity setting in is a playful attitude.  (cited in Plant, 2000: 98) 

 

The ΨƴŜǿ ƎŀƳŜǎΩ of the SI included mis-appropriating images and texts from mass media to 

subvert the messages of consumption with incendiary revolutionary demands. Through such 

tactics of detournement (the appropriation of the familiar in the service of constant 

revolution) ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ψŀ ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘǊǳǘƘΩ όsee Trier, 

2019: 170). Also, taking their ŎǳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǳŘŜƭŀƛǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƴŜǳr, (the 

disinterested wanderer/observer of the city (Tester, 1994ύΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘǘŎƘŜƎƭƻǿΩǎ όмф53) 

ΨŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎƳΩ (which sought to understand how cities effected restrictive 

ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴύΣ ΨtǎȅŎƘƻƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘŀŎǘƛŎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ as a 

form of embodied radical subversion of the functional and rational ordering of 

contemporary urban life. Through the overlaying and altering of maps of various cities, 

experimental guides to urban exploration were borne to counter the social anomie 

engendered by highly restricted zonal urban planning.  
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Following the idealist and classicist work of Huizinga (1955), (which bemoaned the ordering 

ŀƴŘ ŀǘǊƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ ΨǇǳǊŜ ǇƭŀȅΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳƻŘŜǎ ƻf creative cultural expression; be that in 

language, law, maths or games), the SI had a fervent belief in the revolutionary and 

authentic bodily disposition of Homo-Ludens (or man-at-play). The logic went that in order 

to be truly liberated, the body needed to harness the power of play to fight authority. 

Therefore, through the temporary invasion and occupatioƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƴƎ 

spaces of the city, the aim of the SI was to encourage a total disregard and disdain for 

culturally mediated spaces designed for structured, (and therefore) alienated forms of 

leisure, such as sport (Cooper, 2016; Home, 1988; Merrifield, 2000).12  

 

CƻǊ ōƻǘƘ [ŜŦŜōǾǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {L ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǇŀƛŘƛŎΩ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

contained and controlled within strictly segmented spaces within society, lest it spill into 

carnivalesque eruptions of joy and antagonism to power (Stevens, 2007; Bunyard, 2017). In 

ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ΨƴŜǿ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΩ όHenyen, 1996), or to reclaim what Lefebvre termed the 

ΨwƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ όButler, 2012), there was a need to refuse such ludic spaces. This entailed 

the ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΩ within a counter space, in unpredictable and unsanctioned 

ways.  

 

Lefebvre (1996: 195) saw the capacity to create a sense of ownership denied to those 

ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ CƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ ǿŀǎ 

 

ΧǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎal to allow oneself to be removed from urban reality by a discriminatory 

ŀƴŘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΧǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ 

of city centres based on segregation which reject towards peripheral spaces all those 

who do not participate in political privileges 

                                                           
12 Similarly, Lefebvre (their contemporary and some-time intellectual comrade), also saw the prospect of 
ΨŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘŜŘΩ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ȊƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǳōǾŜǊǎƛǾŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƛƭƭǳǎƻǊȅΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
contradictory appearŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ΨŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀƴ 
extension of the dominated spaces of capitalism (1991: 387). As he suggested, άǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
closed ς and the verdict irreversible: Leisure is as alienated ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƭŀōƻǳǊέ όмффмΥ оуо-4). 
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The ideas and concepts of Lefebvre and the SI (outlined above) offer vital contextual 

paradigms relevant to the study 3SF. Both champion the transformative and political use of 

the body for activists in unorthodox ways as a challenge to power and also a form of 

personal liberation. They also provide a key bridge in my research to consider the enduring 

legacy of the SI for some 3SF players (as will be explored in Chapter 6), between those who 

frame the game within political theory and praxis within the Ψcrisis of capitalismΩ. 

 

Neo Situationism, 3SF and Creative Activism 

 

However short lived, contradictory and (self) mythologised the SI movement was, and 

despite the marginal gains achieved by the associated acts of detournement and derive 

espoused by a contemporaneous intellectual milieu, various political and artistic groups 

have continued to take inspiration from such spatialized critiques as a way to confront and 

challenge power in contemporary culture. From the 1980s ΨArtStrikeΩ movements through to 

the Psychic Workers Union, DIY activist groups across Europe have attempted to reclaim the 

city through play and appropriate the visǳŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩ (Vague; 2000; 

Marcus, 2009; Shantz, 2010).  

 

It is here, within the unlikely intersection of the revival of the SI and the beginning of the 

Premier League that we arrive at the first practical realisations of 3SF in the early 1990s. 

Placed within this context, the emergence of 3SF begins to take on important critical 

contextual meanings as a form of material ΨŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΩ beyond the soccerscape. In 

this regard, my research will ask how players still perceive the game to be bound to these 

contexts and thus experience the action. Also, what relevance Jorn and the SI still has to the 

game in contemporary culture. 
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There is extensive literature about what Grindon terms a ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘ-wave SƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ όнллф) 

which was occurring in the late 1980s and early 1990s artistic milieu in Europe. In re 

engaging with the texts and practices relating to the SI, these outlier groups sought to reach 

beyond Debord and explore its lesser known theorists for creative political solutions. These 

included the translating the work of Jorn, Jorgen Nash, Ralph Rumney and Becker Ho (see 

Barbrook 2015; Collier, 2015; Home 2016; Rasmussen, 2011). These autonomous groups 

have been characterised by Bonnett as a reflective of a ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŀΩ in Left 

politics which sought to break away from the strictures of received political action and 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ суΩ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ in the wake of a global neo liberal 

consensus and lack of viable political alternatives (2012).  

 

Described by St John as άa creative response to the traditional political rituals of tƘŜ ƭŜŦǘέ 

(2004: 177), this revivalist phenomenon also saw various autonomous activist groups utilise 

creative wild-cat takeovers of city space as a form of political protest against supra-national 

political and economic summits and trade fayres. Utilising various carnivalesque tactics of 

games, noise, music, humour and play as a form of temporary occupation, intervention and 

ΨŜŎǎǘŀǘƛŎ ƳƻƴǘŀƎŜΩ, existing scholarship has detailed such actions by Classwar Games, Plan-

C, Medieval Bloc, Tute Bianche, Carnival Against Capitalism, Reclaim the Streets, Clandestine 

Insurgent Rebel Clown Army, Critical Mass, Global Street Party, and the Wombles (see 

Barbrook 2015; Bogdad, 2010; Carmo, 2012; Chatterton & Pickerill, 2010; Crouch & Parker, 

2003; Pile & Keith, 1997; Tindall & Diani, 2003; St John, 2010; Raparelli, 2011).  

 

Here, in comparable ways to early 3SF interventions, creative activists were able to 

άƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ the extant political geogǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΧvia both antagonistic contestation and 

with the grain, humour based actionsέ όCŜŀǘƘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ, 2012: 177). This focus on absurdism 

and humour as a political weapon in 3SF is analysed in Chapter 5. Furthermore, within this 

ΨƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŎΩ and absurd activist context, the emergence of 3SF as a lived practice within the 

political programmes of the LPA, AAA and Luther Blissett Project, can be placed alongside 

the spectacular and performative nature of other playful political responses and spatial 
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appropriations framed ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ōƻǘƘ Ψ!ƭǘŜǊ-activismΩ όJuris & Pleyers, 2009; Harvey, Horne & 

Safai нллфύ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻǘŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩ ό{ǘ WƻƘƴ, 2010) movements over the last three decades.  

 

A number of critical geographies have also detailed how playful forms of activism (which 

utilised the tactics of the SI) were revived within the more sedate everyday practices of 

walking, urban-exploration, and within a Ψspatial turnΩ in public art over this time. These 

have been interpreted as a way for individuals to counter the erosion of a wider 

participatory public sphere in Ψneo liberal eraΩ Britain (see Barnard, 2004; Edensor, 2000, 

2008; Fokidis, 2007; Grindon, 2008; Loftus, 2009; Mitchell, 2003; Mitchell & Staehelli, 2008; 

Smith & Low, 2005; Solnit 2014). In this sense 3SF in curatorial contexts takes on further 

contextual meaning as a spatial political device used to engender public participation in the 

arts. 

 

Beyond these contexts, wider scholarship has examined how distinct forms of playful 

ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΩ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ in the everyday 

relevant for my study of 3SF. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ΨƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

enabled those involved to disrupt the social regulation of public space and also offer 

productive and alternative forms of critique or protest away from formalised political 

contexts. Such projects have been found in the unlikely revolutionary allies of Guerrilla 

gardening, Silent disco, Yarn Bombing and Guerrilla knitting (see Erickson, 2011; Fariniosi & 

Fortunati, 2018; Reynolds, 2008; Mackay, 2010; Ziolkowska, 2010; Prain & Moore, 2019).13 

 

                                                           
13 The disparate lineage of playful spatial interventions and forms of protest which relate to the early games of 
3SF, highlighted above, necessarily speaks to the existential debates which have surrounded Bey (1991) and 
.ƻƻƪŎƘƛƴΩǎ όмффрύ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƻǊȅ Ψ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 
!ǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ ό¢!½Ωǎύ - through which participants are able to overturn capitalist relations -  or whether 
they are in fact indicative of aƴ ƛƴǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ !ƴŀǊŎƘƛǎƳΩΤ ǿƘŀǘ 9ŀƎƭŜǘƻƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ 
ΨŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƭƛōŜǊǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ ό9ŀƎƭŜǘƻƴ, 2008). Setting aside these well-worn debates, I align with 
scholarship which argues that the demonstrable turn away from formal politics towards the end of the 20th 
and early 21st century was a reaction to the failures of the institutions of Left to confront power effectively 
from within the institutions of parliamentary democracy and as a counter the flagrant excesses of global 
capitalism (see Bonnet, 2012). 
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I have detailed a selection of literature above which considers the legacy of SI in popular 

culture over recent decades, from anarchist groups to yarn bombers. However, my research 

seeks to contribute to the field in asking what position sport has played if (at all) in these 

forms of playful activism? Further, whether there are contemporaneous examples of sport 

being used in political ways to disrupt public space? If so, how have these case studies been 

approached and what voices have been privileged? Have there been events akin to the 

anarchist football games staged by the Rage Football Collective outside the 2008 G8 in 

Toyako Hokkaido (Kuhn, 2011: 222)? Through the words of 3SF players involved I hope to 

explore whether playing 3SF relates to other creative activist activities (past and present) 

and the enduring political uses for the game today, notably within recent anti-fascist 

protests in the UK.  

 

aƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƴŀǊŎƘƻ-tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ 

 

In seeking to find analogues to 3SF, my research aligns with a small body of studies which 

bridge the gap between leisure, art and activist research (see Boykoff 2010, 2014; Erickson, 

2011; Lenskyi 2000; Stevens 2009). Another key work which draws these disparate 

theoretical strands together ƛǎ wŀǾŜƴǎŎǊƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ DƛƭŎƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƻ-politics of 

ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ όнлмоύΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ wƻƧŜƪΩǎ όмфффύ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŘŜǾƛŀƴǘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ, the 

authors focus on a group of self-ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΩ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ǇŀŎŜ IƛƧŀŎƪŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ 

various forms of neo-situationist sporting critiques across London from 1999 to 2014. Their 

study is primarily ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨaƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ held by the 

activist group in the financial districts of Canary Wharf and Bank - attracting interested 

crowds from those working in the surrounding area.  

 

During ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ΨǘŜǎǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǇŀŎŜ IƛƧŀŎƪŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ƘǳƳƻǳǊƻǳǎ 

anti-capitalist sledging with players. Here, tƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΩ ǎǇƻǊǘ όǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ΨdoxicΩ modality and semiotic 

regime) these ΨŀƴŀǊŎƘƛŎΩ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊǎ temporarily diverted the spaces, people and buildings 
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which were bound within the functional propagation of global capital. The games were 

therefore at once a familiar, inclusive and intelligible cultural form, and also an urban 

intervention used to disarm authority within highly regulated and policed public space.  

 

In the liminal spaces between sport, game, and political protest the authors further describe 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎΩ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ƛǎ,  

 

Χdeployed as a playful means to de-fetishize the exclusionary infrastructure of 

ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΧόƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎύ ŀ ǿƛƭŦǳƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘΧ making nonlinear connections with the site that would be out of 

place at other times and in other contexts. (2013: 62) 

 

Acknowledging the contradictory and ambivalent ways in which leisure can offer a site of 

ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩΣ Gilchrist and Ravenscroft further argue (with 

Bey) how public absurdist sporting interventions offer the opportunity to symbolically 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΩΦ I will also seek to understand how 

3SF offers similar subversions and acts of ΨknowingΩ through 3SF football interventions. 

 

¢ƘŜ {ǇŀŎŜ IƛƧŀŎƪŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ a rare comparative case study of a ΨdetournedΩ sport which 

challenges the right to use public spaces in London. This is similar to those who have played 

3SF as a form of psychogeographic urban practice. However, a limitation of Gilchrist and 

wŀǾŜƴǎŎǊƻŦǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ sole reliance on secondary documentation. Through analysis of the 

anarchitects self-published material, they draw links between parodic sport and Debord 

(1970), Vaneigem (1972) and Bakhtin (1973). But, the authors did not see or play the game 

themselves, nor did they interview those involved in the matches. Given the propensity of 

such groups towards parodic mythopoesis and self-aggrandisement (in line with that of the 

tactics of SI and the Magico Marxists) this is a problematic research position. In this sense, 

the ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ Ŧŀƛƭ to consider how much is fabricated as a playful form of culture jamming in-

itself. Having witnessed similar interactions between members of the 3SF community and 
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interested cultural mediators such as journalists, broadcasters, curators and writers over the 

last 4 years playing the game, any theorisation based on secondary material about these 

neo Situationist games and groups should be treated with extreme caution!      

 

The Counter-Olympics-Network 

 

A notably more grounded study which brings art, sport and creative activism together is 

BoȅƪƻŦŦΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ anti-Olympics activist movements (2014). The author places a number of 

anti-Olympic protests from Vancouver 2010 and London 2012 within a lineage of spatial 

critiques against the de regulation, privatisation and marketization of cities during such 

sporting mega events. As such, this work highlights how artist and activist groups have 

utilised performative spatial sporting interventions as a form of public political protest in 

neo liberal city spaces.  

 

In specific relation to the numerous protests held against the re development and social 

displacement which occurred in the run up to the London 2012 Olympics, Boykoff cites the 

Ψ/ƻǳƴǘŜǊ-Olympics-bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ŀctors in this cultural milieu. This network included 

activist members of the Space Hijackers and the AAA (who due to increasingly draconian 

measures by the Metropolitan Police) came up with creative and humourous solutions to 

express political concerns through parodic sport. These ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘŜǊƛǘȅ 

DŀƳŜǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

the Stratford Olympic Village. Here, absurdist sporting contests were staged under titles 

such as ΨǘƘŜ млл aŜǘŜǊ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΩ, ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜŦƛŎƛǘ 5ƛǎŎǳǎΩΣ ΨIŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ IǳǊŘƭŜǎΩ, and 

Ψ¢ƻǎǎ ŀ ¢ƻǊȅ {Ƙƻǘ tǳǘΩ. Most notorious was ǘƘŜ ΨwŜŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ tŜƭƻǘƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ 

in a large police kettle and mass arrests on Tower Bridge.   

 

The public, absurd and playful nature of such interventions helped, according to Boykoff, to 

άǇǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎtive action, allowing campaigners to 

maintain solidarity while attracting new recruitsέ όнлмпΥ мнуύ. Placing such multiform 
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absurdist activist tactics within a wider pattern of protest in the early 21st century (found 

within other spatial interventions of the Arab Spring and Occupy movement), Boykoff 

crucially builds upon DuncombŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ 

through subverting sport within performative public contexts, social actors have been able 

ǘƻ άŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ through performative critique as a fƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΩέ 

(Ibid:  31). Following this line of inquiry further, my research will question how 3SF offers 

playersΩ the ability to deconstruct reality and build new forms of creative politics from 

below. Also, what tactics are employed to achieve this state.  

 

The value of .ƻȅƪƻŦŦΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ is found in his decision to place the words 

of those involved as central to his research. He performed a number of interviews and 

attended organising meetings in the run up to the games (albeit as an outsider). Through 

attendance at these meetings he gathered a broad range of social actors within which to 

place his study. However, .ƻȅƪƻŦŦΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴŎŜ, (being an American academic on a short 

research trip) and his lack of local knowledge with regards to a wider samizdat history of 

creative activist resistance in London, means that the study fails to move beyond the micro-

context of the Olympics and into a wider cultural milieu of resistance. In this regard, a 

strength of my research ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜ 

and within various anarchist political groups in London over the last fifteen years.  

 

3SF as Art-Sport or Artification? 

 

As previously detailed, the SIΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ intent on breaking down the divisions 

upheld ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨŀǊǘΩ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ, their most visible legacy has, ironically, 

mostly been within contemporary art contexts (see Barbrook, 2015). Testament to this 

legacy, 3SF is often utilised within such contexts as a form of public outreach which brings 

together sport, politics and art in an accessible and relatable way. In this sense, a key 

comparative case study for my research is the revival of Dǳȅ 5ŜōƻǊŘΩǎ ΨDŀƳŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

has recently been played ŦƻǊ ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΩ ōȅ Ψ/ƭŀǎǎǿŀǊƎŀƳŜǎΩ in a number of 
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contexts (Barbrook, 2015). Funded predominantly by the Arts Council since 2010 and played 

in a number of contemporary art galleries and anarchist cultural spaces in London, it has 

also been described iƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨŀǊǘ-ǎǇŜŀƪΩ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩΦ Further to this dual framing of Game of War 

by the Arts Council and Classwargames, I will ask how 3SF is also perceived as a distinct form 

ƻŦ ΨŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΩ by some players and curators, whilst for others it remains an 

autonomous anarchist training tool.  

 

Within a wider contemporary art context, a number of artistic collectives have also been 

empowered to utilise football as a device to intervene in public spaces over the last 

decades. Here football provided a public platform to speak to issues relating to global 

capital and its relationship to physical culture. Examples can be found ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŘǳƻΩǎ 

лмллмлмммлмлммлмΦƻǊƎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛŎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ bƛƪŜǇƭŀǘȊ 

in Vienna in 2003 (Gronau, 2015) and tƛŜŘ [ŀ .ƛŎƘŜΩǎ parodic step by step recreation of the 

World Cup Final of 1982 on a public park in Lyon in 2008 (Schwell, Buchowski & Kowalska, 

2016).  

 

Another key example of the use of football in contemporary art contexts is found in 

aŀǳǊƛȊƛƻ /ŀǘǘŜƭŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ. His practice utilised the politics of Italian football in inventive and 

public contexts to comment on the increasing racism and corruption found in Italian society 

throughout the 1990s. Analysed by MacCauliffe ǿƛǘƘƛƴ IŀȄŀƭƭΩǎ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ΨtƛŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘhe 

.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ DŀƳŜΩ όнлмфύΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

links to modern art and the ways in which contemporary artists use football as a form of 

critique and creative practice. Artistic football interventions remain understudied within the 

Sociology of Sport but offer key analogues as to my investigation of the purpose and 

response to 3SF in these curatorial contexts. 

 

о{CΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀǊǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

simply due to the repute of the Danish painter who devised the game. It is also implicated 
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ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ IǳƎƘǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ΨŀǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ όнлмфύΦ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ 

{ƘŀǇƛǊƻ ŀƴŘ IŜƛƴƛŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ - which seeks to analyse the processes by which cultural 

ŦƻǊƳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ΨŀǊǘΩ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ς Hughson identifies the ways in which 

football has increasingly been utilised within such public curatorial contexts. In this sense 

my work further questions how these projects are conceived, perceived and experienced by 

stake holders and public alike.  

 

CǊƻƎŜǘǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ Ψƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ!Ǌǘ-SǇƻǊǘΩ ŦƻǊ the University of 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ tǎȅŎƘƻǎƻŎƛŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ όнлмфύΦ 

IŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ψнлмн /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ hƭȅƳǇƛŀŘΩ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎport 

ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ CƻŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊ ƭŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

wƘƛƴƻǎΩ όŀ [ŜŜŘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀƳŀƭƎŀƳ ƻŦ ǊǳƎōȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜύ ŀƴŘ the Sea Swim project, (which 

ΨōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǿƛƳƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǊǘΩύΣ ǎƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ unstable position of 

such hybrid and participant-led forms of public engagement through sport.  

 

tƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎ ōŜǘǿŜŜn sport, art, and experience 

Frogett ŀǊƎǳŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ƭƛƳƛƴŀƭ ΨǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ-ǎǇƻǊǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ 

relationships to each discrete cultural form. In doing so, this act gives rise to new cultural 

forms and meanings. Although she focusses on activities expressly created and 

commissioned within gallery contexts (as opposed to the informal and autonomous 

developmental artistic contexts of 3SF), my project will give further voice to those who 

combine sport and art as a creative practice and the complex meanings then associated to 

the game in its use as a public performance piece.  

 

Literature Review Summary 

 

Akin to a literary form of psychogeography, these review chapters have placed a number of 

juxta positional academic and theoretical maps onto 3SF. This approach sought to make 

sense anew of its contemporary form and has covered considerable ground in the process. 
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However, in order to understand the complexity and ambiguity of 3SF as a cultural practice, 

(and the plurality of meanings which have subsequently been associated with the game over 

the last quarter of a century), it was necessary to take this more circuitous path.  

 

In many ways the game (which was borne within a cultural context of playful subversion and 

parody) demands a creative intervention into standard academic approaches. In this regard, 

3SF (infuriatingly) refuses the conditions of its own existence as a research topic. But this 

refusal is also key to the games sociological significance as a practice which can at once be 

placed within the ΨƭƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜsΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊǎŎŀǇŜΩΣ ΨǘƘŜ ŀƴŀǊŎƘƻ-politics of 

ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΩ and withƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ΨŀǊǘ-ǎǇƻǊǘΩ.  

 

As the game has been realised and re imagined in these contexts (and spaces), 3SF has been 

shaped by a myriad of social actors, each with their own complex ΨŘƻȄƛŎΩ understandings of 

the game, and each linked to particular desires, needs and visions for social, political, 

artistic, and sporting change. It is also a game which has had to contend with various forms 

of symbolic capital and structural enclosure, leading to further struggles about what 

constitutes legitimate forms of cultural expression in society.  

 

Understood within this context, I hope that my study of 3SF can reveal much about the 

nature of autonomous agency as it contorts within and reacts to pre-existing behavioural 

norms, spaces and cultural practices. Through giving a voice to those who have shaped the 

game from 1993 through to the 2020 3SF World Cup, my research also aims to contribute to 

sociological understandings of the enduring political legacy of the SI in contemporary 

culture. Moreover, how the game offers an embodied and spatialized everyday critique of 

Ψfootball in neo-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΩΦ IŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ .ƻǊŘŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŀƭΣ 

trivial effect of politics, but the place where politics are ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘέ 

(2019:12).  
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The unresolvable tensions between 3SF players who find value in the creation of spectacular 

ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ (in contrast to more quotidian forms of political resistance), and between those 

who find productive meaning in instrumentalised rule-bound play, (as opposed to its 

rebellious and expansive counterpart), are key themes which run throughout the recent 

history of the game. These themes also dramatically affected my research process. With 

these productive tensions in mind, body and method, the following two chapters outline my 

approaches in the field. These chapters also further consider my position as a player 

researcher, alongside the dual phenomenological and structural considerations which define 

this study.    
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Figure 12. 3SF Tactics #1 2016. (Courtesy of E. Scorehill) 
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Figure 13. 3SF Tactics #2 2016 (Courtesy of E. Scorehill) 
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Figure 14. LBDL Score 2016- 2017 (Courtesy of LBDL) 
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Chapter 3. From Excessive Player to Excessive Pundit 

 

The player-authored accounts of the alternative soccerscape make significant contributions 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 

contexts. The plethora of personal reflections, biographical information, and social histories 

- ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ΨƛƴƴŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

field - offer what Bruner has described as an eǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ΨǾƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ enriches and 

enlivens research (1986: 9). As such, player-researcher ethnographies also demonstrate the 

ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ άŀƴ ŜƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

sportspeople within the field of study are experiencing (emotionally, physically, 

ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎέ όwƛŎƘŀrdson, 2000: 11). This 

should not be underestimated or under-valued in the production of accessible and situated 

knowledge about the alternative soccerscape.  

 

There is great value in having a cultural mediator who shares the field of play with those 

under ǎǘǳŘȅΦ !ǎ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳ ŀƴŘ ²ŀŎǉǳŀƴǘ ŀǊƎǳŜΣ άǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ 

which the researcher is truly able to feel, understand and interpret the internal logic and 

practical belƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎέ όмффнΥ 162). Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ 

assertioƴ ǘƘŀǘ άsport is only truly capable of being knoǿƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘέ (1993: 

128). However, in highlighting the limitations of existing player-researcher (or participant-

observer) accounts, we are also exposed to the ethical, epistemological and methodological 

challenges in our efforts to access and analyse embodied forms of knowledge in the 

soccerscape.  

 

The dual role of athlete and researcher is a complex one (MacPhail, 2004). It enables access 

to a range of direct practical experiences and embodied perspectives about others, through 

which detailed and intricate analysis can be made. But, it is also an approach that runs the 

risk of an over-attachment to the research subject; towards assumptions of access to 

ΨŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎΩ ƻǊ ΨƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜΩ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
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This is a point conceded by Hughson and Inglis who contend that if we were only to look at 

ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ΨŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΩΣ άǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

connect how sports are played and experienced with social and cultural factors beyond the 

immediate conteȄǘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ όнлллΥ 130).  

 

In order to maintain an objective analytical ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ 

football, the authors further suggest that it is necessary to adopt methodological strategies 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ άŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛons and space 

beloved of sociologists, whilst retaining his (sic) focus on the roles played by experiencing 

human bodies in the creation and reŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎέ όLōƛŘΥ 128). In this regard, my 

research recognises that players relationships to (and within the play of) 3SF are a complex 

ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ IŜƳǇƘƛƭƭ όнллрύ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƎƻƻŘǎΩΥ these are 

Ψǎocial goodsΩ which are made up of both external and internal factors, individual and 

collective agencies and wider environmental structures. These factors have each governed 

the form of the game and participants understandings of it.  

 

My methodological approach is therefore necessarily a response to IǳƎƘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ LƴƎƭƛǎΩ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

for the creative application of sociologically-ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǎƻŎŎŜǊ 

ǎǇŀŎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘŀǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ όнлллΣ нллнύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ 

Ψinner experienceΩ and ŀƴ Ψexternal environmentΩ, of agency and stricture, remains under-

utilized within the alternative soccerscape to date. As they argue, to examine the 

production of alternative sporting spaces from an experiential and structural perspective is 

άŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ȅƻƪŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊƛŜǎΥ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

stresses process and change, and one which stresses (relative) immovability and stasisέ 

(2000: 128). However, I align with these authors in finding ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

these two approaches as an appropriatŜƭȅ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƻƴŜ for 3SF.  

 

Through this approach I hope to explicate the links between the playing-thinking-feeling 

bodies, moments of ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ found through the game, and also the complex 
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social fields which constitute the 3SF community. It also urges me to think again about how 

theoretical concepts, be they political philosophies or sporting practices, are realized in 

practice. In this regard, I hope to highlight the mutually constitutive cultural processes and 

bodily experiences which are involved in the enduring social life of 3SF.  

 

My research is also a response ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ΨƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ 

of parts on the field of analysis. This means being a distanced observer and empathetic 

participantΣ ōƻǘƘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƴŘƛǘΩ (Ibid: 131). Casting this multifarious methodological 

summons further, I contend ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ΨŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

ǇǳƴŘƛǘΩΤ probing at the limits of my position within academia and the field under study. 

There is much need for committed cultural interpreters who can bring light to grassroots 

football initiatives which otherwise may remain in the cultural shadows. However, they 

should also be able to offer a robust critique of their own positionality, which I hope to 

provide subsequently. 

 

3SF as ΨPractical ConsciousnessΩ?  

 

Eichberg (2016: 7) sǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ Ψǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩ. Therefore, my project seeks to 

explore what particular questions are being asked through experiences of play in 3SF. Thus 

far 3SF players-perspectives have not been explored in any depth. The game is cursorily 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 9ƛŎƘōŜǊƎΩǎ ΨvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ tƭŀȅΩ όнлмсύ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 

ƻŦ Ψ5ŀƴƛǎƘ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ YǳƘƴΩǎ όнлммύ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘe reproduction 

of a text from an Association of Autonomous Astronauts parodic political pamphlet printed 

in the mid-1990s. A brief history of the game also lays some important contextual 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ IŀȄŀƭƭΩs edited ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ΨtƛŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘhe BŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ DŀƳŜΩ όнлмф).  

 

However, a key text about the game remains unpublished in the form of (fellow 3SF player) 

/ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ generously gave to me at the start of my PhD 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¦ǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴŦǊŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ - a neologism invented 
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for a genre of quixotic subaltern politics without adequate taxonomy (2005: 66) ς Collier 

boldly states how 3SF (alongside the revival of psychogeography in left-wing activism) 

operates as a subversive intervention for players to awaken a Ψrevolutionary consciousnessΩ. 

He further explains the game of 3SF as a cultural practice malleable enough to infiltrate and 

influence academic scientific journals, Japanese game shows, the FIFA headquarters, and 

most importantly, South LoƴŘƻƴ Ψ/Ƙŀƻǎ aŀƎƛŎƪ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΩ, all in the service of an ΨopenΩ 

revolutionary agenda.  

 

For all the merits of CollierΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀƭƭŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ о{C ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ 

impact in material culture is left deliberately vague. Throughout his work, an irreverent 

myth emerges about the game which is constructed through the words and actions of 

prominent voices drawn from early anarchic iterations of the game. Similar to his early work 

within the University of Strategic Optimism (Karlsberg, 2013), and in the spirit of his subject 

matter, Collier stages an absurd literary intervention which is designed to confuse as much 

as to enlighten. Despite the parodic tone of CollierΩs triolectic treatise, my research seeks to 

take seriously the proposition that the act of playing 3SF can be a form of critical or practical 

consciousness. Also, that it is indicative of both individual expression, personal epiphany 

and collective collaboration. However, further questions arise as to how can we measure 

the meanings attached to the game adequately and who will be empowered to define 

them?  

 

To answer some of the above questions I again align with the work of Hughson and Inglis 

and their related concept of the body-subject-player (2000). Here, they develop IǳǎǎŜǊƭΩǎΣ 

body-subject paradigm - ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨōƻŘȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΩ (in 

subjective and relativist experiences of specific historical and cultural circumstances) - into a 

tri-partite configuration of player-body-subject. Thus the authors contend that each 

ΨǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΩ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ (in itself) a form of Ψpractical consciousnessΩ. In this sense, players do not 

move on the field of play as an act of conscious reflection per se, but as an application of 

ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ the field and body in inter-relation. This is a key 
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consideration for understanding the motivations and experiences of play in 3SF during my 

interviews. 

 

Both Hughson and Inglis, (and the related further work by Hemphill) draw upon Merleau-

tƻƴǘȅΩs Ψ{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩ όмфсоύ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊ ΨŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

source text Merleau-Ponty explains how forms of consciousness are complexly interwoven 

within the action on the field of play.  

 

For the player in action the soccer field is ƴƻǘ ŀƴ άƻōƧŜŎǘέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ 

which can give rise to an indefinite multiplicity of perspectival views and remain 

equivalent under its apparent transformations. It is pervaded with lines of force (the 

άȅŀǊŘ ƭƛƴŜǎέΤ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŀǊŜŀέύ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ άƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎύ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

mode of action and which initiate and guide the action as if the player were unaware 

of it. The field itself is not given to him but present as the immanent term of his 

practical intentions; the player becomes one with it and feels the direction of the 

άƎƻŀƭέ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƻŦ 

his own body. It would not be sufficient to say that consciousness inhabits this 

milieu. At this moment consciousness is nothing other than the dialectic of milieu 

and actionΧEach manoeuvre undertaken by the player modifies the character of the 

field and establishes new lines of force in which the action in turn unfolds and is 

accomplished, again altering the phenomenal field. 

(cited in Hemphill 2005: 7) 

 

As the above quotation suggests, the football pitch, be it hexagonal or rectangular, should 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨƻōƧŜŎǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ όŀǎ body-subjects), but instead as 

a site of transitory practical consciousness. With every move each player, albeit unequally, 

mutually shapes and constitutes the contours of the field (be that a social or material one). 

The 3SF pitch, the players and the action occurring on it, are therefore indivisible and both 
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demonstrative of inherited (doxic) Ψmodes of actionΩ, individual intent, collective flow and 

ΨconsciousnessΩ. Players contrasting approaches to the game also contribute to ever 

ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ΨƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜΩΦ Iowever, each player is also able to effect and alter the nature of 

play and the experiences of others involved. It is therefore within a Merleau-Pontian 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

experience of play and the wider context/environment, which is where I position my 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ о{CΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ Ƴȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜΩ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

result from such acts. 3SFers have at various points in time and space actively removed (or 

ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘύ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ΨƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜŘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ. 

TƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

players, it is necessary for me to explore what is occurring for the players in these moments 

of re-definition and re-formulation in our interviews.  

 

ΨbŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ IƻǊƛȊƻƴsΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨvǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ aŜŀƴƛƴƎΩ in 3SF 

 

As detailed above, existing studies of 3SF (and the wider alternative soccerscape) do not 

variegate or analyse the plurality of experiences found on the field of play. Nor do they 

consider the associated meanings which players take away from such collective moments 

into their everyday lives. By situating my research within the particular experiences of a 

wide sample of players we can begin to explicate further how many forms of praxis and 

consciousness manifest and inter-relate on the same pitches of 3SF. As Denison and 

aŀǊƪǳƭŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ άsport and movement experiences can be elusive, bodily, intense, and 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƻǊȅέ (2003: 9). Therefore, my approach will be to give space to players in 

interviews to reflect on what it feels like to play the game on their own terms (and in their 

own language) and to document the common (and divergent) narrative threads which 

emerge from such reflections. It is hoped this approach demonstrates how 3SF gives 

ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ ǿŀȅǎΦ  
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CƻǊ YǊŜǘǎŎƘƳŜǊΣ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΩ - found through the real time collective 

experiences which occur during political protests - ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΩ 

through which social actors articulate, ΨreadΩ and actualise their concerns. The same concept 

is well applied to the fields of 3SF, where players also ΨreadΩ, move, and express space in 

specific ways. Through this common sporting language, playing bodies adapt to novel 

conditions and corporally and cognitively collaborate. In the development of a shared 

understanding of these creative vernacular movements, football players are then able to 

ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŦƭƻǿΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ΨŦƛƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ όYǊŜǘǎŎƘƳŜǊ, 

2018: 74-76). Further to this, I hope to document how players find such flow and collectivity 

in 3SF. 

 

MacIntyre usefully terms the ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ΨŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎƛōilitȅΩ which can 

be engendered in sport (between ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ intentions, motives, passions and purposes) as a 

ΨǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨquestΩ characterises the ways in which social actors, as a 

necessary collective social process, seek to rationalise their experiences and comprehend, 

order, survive and relate to the world around them (1981: 195, 209). The task within my 

interviews will therefore be to uncover how 3SF is ΨnarrativisedΩ and comprehended by the 

players. I seek to ask ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊƛŜǎΩ ƻǊ ΨŦƭƻǿǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ 

these speak to? In pursuit of what goal? 

 

The Body as Narrative 

 

For Weiss, the body offers a ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΩΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ 

derive meaning, and make sense of the world (2012: 33-35). These are constitutive of a 

number of limited horizons through which social actors are able to articulate their 

experiences and co-author the game of 3SF. This is a crucial consideration for my analysis of 

interviews. As she explains further, 
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There is no such thing as a simple act of perception since anything we are perceiving 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ŘŜƴǎŜ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΧǘƘŜǎŜ 

include temporal horizons, spatial horizons, intersubjective and imaginary horizonsΧ 

 

When playing 3SF, the configuration of the game, the style and spirit of the play, and the 

playing body itself, ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨŘŜƴǎŜ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇΩ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǇŀǎǘǎΣ 

presents and futures. Each narrative horizon is thus linked to individual and collective 

understandings of sport, politics and art. This complex of overlapping and interrelated 

ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ 3SF play, render the engaged human playing 

body, the experiences of playing, and the practice itself, ŀǎ ΨǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΩ ǘƻ ōŜ 

understood and critically analysed as such. My approach will therefore be to identify 

common narrative ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳ Ƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΩ 

in 3SF (see Chapter 4). 

 

Weiss, also describes the potential disjunct which is felt by social actors, between 

ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƴŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ΨǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ƛƳǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴŎŜǎΩΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ 

.ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻǳǎΣ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ƛǊǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the body (Shilling, 2004). Despite their ineffability, I see these as productive sites of inquiry, 

ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ΨǎƻƭǾŜΩ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

the various intersubjective social meanings which can be drawn from the act of play within 

3SF. Therefore, the tensions and contradictions found within such semantic impertinences 

will form another key avenue of inquiry (especially in Chapter 5 as to the dynamic nature of 

ǎǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ 9ƛŎƘōŜǊƎΩǎ ΨǘǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ ƳƻŘŜƭ).  

 

Enactive Approaches to 3SF 

 

How player experiences of 3SF are best elicited, analysed and understood from a sports-

ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴ ΨŜƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ (as applied within a recent study on Stade Rennais FC), offers 
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profitable avenues of inquiry for my approach (Gesbert, Durny and Hauw, 2017). Here, 

ΨŜƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎȅΩ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴ-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

gives primacy within player-interviews to the adjustive processes of particƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǎǇƻǊǘ (i.e., the dynamic meanings made between players both during and after 

games and training sessions). This provides a further driver for the efficacy of interviews 

within my own approach to 3SF. 

 

This enactive approach employed in the above study considers how players' lived 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ό{ŀƭŀǎ мффнΣ 5Ŝ tŀƻƭƻ нлмлύΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 

ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ΨǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƛȊŜΩ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

reflections are then analysed together in order to draw out common themes and 

experiences (see also, Bourbousson et al. 2012; Gesbert and Durny, 2017; Poizat et al., 

2009; Verala, 1999). 

 

Developed ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ 

through social actors own words and reflections, this methodological approach privileges 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǎ ΨŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ 

wider sportƛƴƎ ΨŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ όsee Araújo and Davids, 2016; Blickensderfer et al., 2010; 

Legrand, 2007). Although predominantly applied to elite ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ L bring this 

reflective balanced approach ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ environmentΩ to the amateur 

contexts of 3SF. Within my analysis I will therefore group together and analyse the mix of 

individual and shared collective meanings given to 3SF in my interviews. In doing so, I will 

also provide a space rarely afforded to amateur athletes to reflect upon their actions and 

ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜΩ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ within a wider cultural and playing context.  

 

Summary  
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In order to enrich our understandings of the competing discourses of those who share the 

ǎŀƳŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΣ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŀ ΨǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ 

3SF. It will consider how experiences of play are ΨnarrativisedΩ by individuals and guided by 

collective flows, vocabularies, horizons, and external structural factors. It will also identify 

common narrative themes and outstanding divergent cases in order to group and analyse 

these appropriately. This ΨenactiveΩ analysis of the ΨƭƛŦŜǿƻǊƭŘΩ of 3SF will be balanced with 

my own reflections on the game ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇƭŀȅŜǊ-body-subject-researcherΩ.14 These reflections 

will be presented through personal narrative snapshots and field note extracts which will 

begin each analysis chapter. It is hoped these more creative personalised passages will 

augment and enliven the reflections and responses of the social field, to give an 

ŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ΨǾƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  

 

Having foregrounded my fieldwork within the existing literature and a methodological 

rationale, the following methods chapter will offer a more descriptive review of my 

fieldwork. This includes the practical and ethical considerations that I brought into the field 

as a PhD researcher and how my data was gathered and analysed (including the sample size 

and demographics). It also further details my attempts to mitigate issues of power, 

androcentrism and unconscious bias found in this research.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 In SchuǘȊΩǎΩ мфтн ΨtƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΣ ƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƭƛŦŜǿƻǊƭŘΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
intellectual project of detailing the minutiae and mundanity of peoples everyday lives. The concept of 
ΨƭƛŦŜǿƻǊƭŘΩ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ employed to explain how society/culture is experienced not solely as a product of external 
forces or structures, demarcated by a Cartesian dualism but instead equally felt and experienced internally in 
thought, emotion and also in bodily action. 
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Figure 15. The researcher being interviewed about 3SF by RTE National Television in Germany 2017. (Courtesy of 
RTE) 
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Chapter 4. Approaches and Reflections 

 

The following chapter is based on the ethnographic research I conducted from August 2017 

through to August 2020. This research received approval from the SSPSSR Ethics Committee 

at the University of Kent and was developed using guidelines from the British Sociology 

Association.15 It is important to disclose at this point that previous to my PhD I was already 

an active member of the 3SF community. I joined the London game at the launch of the 

Triball league in December 2016 and also competed in the 2017 World Cup with New Cross 

Internationals. Following this tournament, I was appointed to the organising committee as 

team liaison for the 2020 World Cup: an event which sadly was postponed until at least 

2021 due to Covid-19.  

 

During my time in the field I played 3SF in the confluence of two rivers, an anarchist festival, 

an abandoned sugar factory, a bullring in Madrid, a former Olympic athletics stadium, 

municipal parks in Edinburgh, Bologna, Prato, and London, an art school in Lithuania, and as 

part of contemporary art exhibitions in Germany and the TATE Modern. I was also actively 

involved in the day-to-day life of the 3SF community. This involved tasks such as helping set 

up the hexagonal pitches of play, moving equipment to and from storage, and socialising 

with other players. !ǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΩ о{C ǘŜŀƳΣ I was also interviewed for 

German national television and pictures of me playing appeared in a number of European 

press articles about the game at the time (see fig. 15).  

 

As a player-researcher (from August 2017 onwards), I played predominantly for New Cross 

Irregulars and New Cross Internationals (and also temporarily with other teams) in the 

Triball and Fordham Park Leagues. However, I also played in the first ΨInvisible LeagueΩ 

experimental 3SF games in November 2018. These matches used giant inflatable balls, 

acrylic paint and assorted sizes of wellington boots. Attendance at these games was 

followed by a 3SF game on the 333th day of the year at the Psychogeographic Poker and 

                                                           
15 See, https://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/24310/bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf 
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Quantum Chromo Dynamic Poster Making workshop which marked the Ψ¦ƴƛƻƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5ŜŀŘ 

²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǊŀŦǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ Silvertown. It is safe to say that if I entered the 

social field as an athlete, I have left it an aesthete. The final formal interviews were 

undertaken for the project after playing in the Edinburgh Situationist Disunited Football 

League at Pilrig Park, Leith, in May 2019. Unfortunately I had missed the opportunity to play 

in the Situationist table tennis tournament held there a month earlier. 

 

The ethnographic observations, notes and fieldwork diaries I gathered over the course of 

these three and a half years in the field were complimented by 44 semi-structured 

interviews with players, organisers, curators and activists from across the globe. These 

interviews were conducted with participants who had been involved across the games 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мффо Ψ!ƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƛƴ DƭŀǎƎƻǿ 

through to its recent contemporary sporting iterations. Throughout these research 

experiences I encountered many of the ethical and epistemological dilemmas of a relatively 

inexperienced researcher who was already involved in the subcultural practice under 

ethnographic study. This chapter will therefore give reflections on some of these issues 

alongside my attempts to overcome questions of distance and objectivity. It also includes a 

comprehensive overview of the task of data collection, including participant sample size and 

a rationale for their inclusion in the project.  

 

Early Days and Experimental Games 

 

In order to gain a sense of the contested and diverse terrains in which the game has been 

developed and subsequently resisted against, it was important for my research to gather 

data from people who have been involved in 3SF in a number of different cultural contexts 

and capacities. Therefore, included in this research sample are football players, coaches, 

artists and activists who were involved in early experimental games. This sample group was 

comprised of members of the London Psychogeographic Association, The Workshop for Non 

Linear Architecture and The Association for Autonomous Astronauts. These small 
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autonomous groups and activist anarchist networks all used the game as an experimental 

political critique throughout the 1990s and continued to be active in the community in 

keeping the anarchic spirit of the game alive. This included the devising of the 2016 

Quantum Equinox Fluxus Football Festivals and other outlier events which enabled players 

to explore the relationship between play and politics through the game.    

 

5ǳŜ ǘƻ о{CΩǎ mythopoetic role within a concurrent samizdat fanzine and activist DIY self-

publishing network, I also interviewed those who wrote about the game under various 

pseudonyms for Smile and Unpopular Press. This was a key factor in my attempts to relate 

the breadth and diversity of the social field of 3SF. Also in order for me to understand how 

influential these early cultural contexts have been in the recent developments of alternative 

spaces for 3Sf found in the Invisible League in London, Cambridge and Alytus in Lithuania.  

 

Drawn from this sample were those who first devised the game, writers who helped spread 

the game across Europe, and also those player-activists who more recently had resisted 

ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛǎŜŘΩ ŎƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘƛŜǎ. This sample provides the basis for my second 

analysis chapter, which details the complex meanings and motivations which accompany 

3SF interventions and absurd political protest matches which continue to be held in parallel 

to more normative sporting iterations of the game.    

 

Art Context 

 

3SF has been utilised in a variety of arts and cultural contexts as it provides an alluring and 

ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ΨǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΩ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ In this 

regard, I was able to gain valuable perspectives on how 3SF has been used in contemporary 

art contexts through various interviews with curators. These included with a leading 

member of the French arts collective ΨPied La BicheΩ, who put on a number of games during 

the Lyon Biennale of contemporary art in 2009; the organiser of the Whitechapel Gallery UK 

general election game in 2010; and the founder of Philosophy Football FC, (who helped 
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organise the INENART and the Taksim square 3SF games held as part of the 13th Istanbul 

Biennale in 2013).16 Also the curator of the Tate Modern 3SF showcase in August 2019 (see 

Chapter 7).  

 

This select research ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ Ǝŀƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ 

of 3SF within institutional art settings. They also helped me to understand the different 

issues which are raised when activities such as 3SF are placed within such outreach contexts 

as the game is used as a tool for public engagement. This pertained specifically to how the 

game was framed by those seeking to instrumentalise it in order to make it intelligible for a 

wider audience. Also how that framing was perceived of in the wider playing community.  

 

Internationalism 

 

In a wider international context, 3SF has also been taken on and developed in various 

sporting formats. In Belarus, a nationwide ΨVelcom 3GΩ league involving over four-hundred 

amateur teams was set up in 2011. However, information on why it only lasted for one 

season is scant. The game has also been utilised in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia as part of a Milo 

Cans Next Games Tournament. Although I contacted both organisations to find out more 

about the games reception, I received no response.  

 

However, I was able to interview various people within the international game who have set 

up their own versions of 3SF in pedagogical sporting contexts. This included the founders of 

Futbol3Colombia since 2012 and Tritball in Alabama since 2016. Also, various members of 

Dynamo Windrad FC who hosted the 2nd 3SF World Cup in 2017 and also integrated 3SF in 

to the clubs Ψ!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ǳǇ ƛƴ нлмрΦ  

                                                           
16 This was a match which brought international 3SF teams together for the first time and was pointedly 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜŘ ōȅ Iŀƭƛƭ TōǊŀƘƛƳ 5ƛƴœŘŀƐΣ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǊƻadcaster banned from the field 
and the airwaves in Turkey for being an openly gay athlete. 
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This research ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƪŜȅ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ of 

the game. It enabled me to consider how the game has been narrativised as an alternative 

form of football, what nascent 3SF clubs perceived the game to be achieving on a wider 

scale. Also, what participants invested into the game about its ability to engender long term 

and sustainable change in society? Moreover, it gave me a number of perspectives as to its 

pedagogical potential and implementation in educational settings.  

 

Divergence 

 

Over the last decade 3SF has been defined by competing visions for the future of the game. 

Therefore, in order to better understand how these divergent visions have intersected (and 

interacted) at tournaments, I also interviewed players and organisers involved in the 

Deptford X games (2012), the nth World Cup in Silkeborg (2014), the 2nd World Cup in 

Kassel (2017), and Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ΨǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇΩ ƘŜƭŘ in Madrid 

(2018). This latest 3SF tournament featured a currently active professional footballer 

(Chievo Verona goalkeeper Stefano Sorrentino) for the first time in 3SFΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ. This 

ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŀ ǎŎƘƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ Ψ{ǘŀƭƛƴƛǎǘΩ ǎǇƻǊǘs faction who 

ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ŀƴȅ Ψƴƻƴ-ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ о{CŜǊǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ those players having 

already travelled to Spain to play.  

 

Further to this sporting schism, included in the research sample are also several founding 

members of the recently formed ΨInvisible LeagueΩ. This version of 3SF was set up in 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ о{C ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ƻŦ нлмуΦ tǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōŀǎŜd in 

the UK and Lithuania, ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ΨLƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 

alive the spirit of the more anarchic, Dadaist and experimental forms of 3SF previously 

developed at the Divus Gallery events of 2016, the Anti-¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Ψ¢ǊƻŎŎƘƛ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛƻƭŜŎǘƛŎǎΩ 

workshops, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƭȅǘǳǎ !Ǌǘ {ǘǊƛƪŜ .ƛŜƴƴŀƭŜΩǎ ΨƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ both 

2015 and 2017. tƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊƎŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
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very useful for me in further enriching my understandings of the competing visions of the 

ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ рΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƛŎƘōŜǊƎΩǎ 

triolectic of sports model to understand the dynamism and instability of emergent sporting 

practices.  

 

Sample Group 

 

The largest sample group for my interviews was comprised of 3SF players who were based 

in the UK and who had attended or participated in The Luther Blissett 3SF Deptford League 

since its inception in 2012, the Triball League since 2016, and the Edinburgh Situationist 

Disunited Football League since 2016. This also included long serving members of founding 

clubs, Philosophy Football FC, Aesthetico Athletico 3SFC, Polish Husaria, Strategic Optimism 

FC, Deptford 3SFC and New Cross Irregulars. Also, members of fledgling 3SF teams such as 

Inter Melon, Partizan 3SFC, Oval 3SFC and Streatham Rovers 3SFC. The mix of older more 

established teams and emergent 3SF clubs within my sample greatly enhanced my 

understanding about the diversity of interpretations for the game, and the ways in which 

the formation of clubs engendered a sense of community within London. 

 

 A number of interviews were also undertaken with casual, less-regular players of the game, 

and non-playing members of the community. Having a range of new comers to the game 

(alongside veteran players and spectators) included in my sample was an important factor in 

obtaining a more nuanced understanding of how perceptions of 3SF have changed over 

time. Also how initial responses to the game by players were related to both Jorn and the 

decentred competition at Fordham Park in my interviews. 

 

3SF has been played by relatively few people over the course of its existence. However, it 

would be unreasonable to expect them all to be represented in this ethnographic project. 

Instead, I rely on a select sample size which includes many of the key figures who have 

developed and played the game over the last 25 years to draw my conclusions. There is no 
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guarantee that they give a typical experience of the game, although there were many 

thematic commonalities which suggest validity in my conclusions (Maxwell, 1996). 

 

33 of the 44 interviewees in my sample identified as men, 8 as women, 1 as non-binary and 

1 as a trans-woman. 5 of the sample identified as BAME or as a Person of Colour with the 

rest identifying as White or White Other. The nationalities of interviewees were majority (27 

of 44) British. However, they also consisted of participants from Poland, Turkey, France, 

Portugal, Germany, the United States of America, Colombia, Lithuania, Romania, Australia 

and Ireland. The age of interviewees ranged from age 18 to 64. Having a range of 

nationalities and demographics within my research sample I thought was a vital task as only 

then would I be able to consider the myriad of perspectives about the game and its global 

reach. This was vital in testing whether experiences of the game were common across the 

playing community. Also, what differed depending on these various contexts and 

interpretations.  

 

Having read a pre prepared participant information sheet and had the opportunity to ask 

any further questions about the project, each participant gave their unreserved permission 

to use their interview transcripts for my research. Most participants wanted their real 

names to be used, and 5 opted for a pseudonym of their own choosing. An appendix at the 

back of this document provides a table which includes the location of each interview, the 

date of the interview and further contextual information of participants (such as club played 

for) for ease of reference.  

        

Active Approaches  

 

Due to the substantial networks and contextual knowledge that I had built up prior to 

undertaking my fieldwork interviews, I was able to draw upon a wide number of participants 

to inform my analysis of 3SF. I had access to a number of mailing lists (including that of both 

London Leagues and World Cups) to gather further contact information. I also made sure to 
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supplement these lists with my own contacts made whilst playing the game across Europe. 

Rather than relying on standardised outreach emails and formal requests for interviews, 

(common in the data collection process), I used the 3SF ΨŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ L ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎǊǳŜŘ 

within the game to help persuade specific social actors in the field to be a part of the project 

(see Tucker, 2020). This was a vital task for my research as it ensured a plurality of 

perspectives by current and former members of the community. This would not have been 

possible if relying on responses to generic calls for interviewees.  

 

As Stoll (2013) suggests, due to the immersed nature of ethnographic research, academics 

have the opportunity in these contexts to reach out to marginalised members of the social 

field. For me this meant involving members of the community (specifically some of the 

women) who had stopped playing the game over recent years due to the changing 

competitive environment of the leagues in London. I had heard anecdotal stories as to why 

certain players had stopped playing in recent years. However, I wanted to find out players 

perspectives from those directly involved. In providing the opportunity for these 

perspectives to be heard I hoped to mitigate some of the inherent bias in my findings which 

had the potential to relate an androcentric, hagiographical narrative about 3SF. Any 

distortions of the data collected through these specific approaches for interview 

participants are entirely mine and I accept the risk that entailed.  

 

When? 

 

The majority of the interviews were conducted during the months of November and 

December 2018. At this point I had participated in the breadth of activities in the field and I 

was also known to other participants beyond my association with New Cross Irregulars. 

Carrying the interviews out in such short proximity to one another was conducive to 

maintaining momentum and ΨflowΩ in the research process. It also enabled me to adapt and 

change aspects of the interview whilst my reflections on their efficacy were still fresh in my 

mind. These dynamic considerations included how much to stick to the broad narrative 
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themes which I had pre-prepared to guide the participants through the interview, or 

whether to remain open to productive diversions led by the interviewees. Whilst this 

malleability had varying degrees of success in practice, (at times leading me towards long 

digressions and diversions), I stand by the decision to be flexible and open when carrying 

out this research (Holloway & Todres, 2003).  

 

In my interviews many of the participants were excited to know more about the project and 

my experiences of the game. Therefore, opportunities were given during these 

conversations to ask questions or for the interviewee to lead discussion. This flexibility was a 

key aspect of ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ άǿƛǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

important to adapt, reframe, and listen to respondents in order to gain some insight into 

their emotions and feeƭƛƴƎǎέ ό/ƭŀǊƪŜ ϧ Garner, 2010: 180).   

 

How Long? Who Decided? 

 

An activity as quixotic as 3SF required a suitably elastic and eclectic approach to data 

collection. In this regard, tƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜΩǎ 

choice. This was for their own comfort and convenience. Each interview lasted between 45 

minutes to 5 hours depending on location and activity. In keeping with the spirit of the 

game, some participants had creative suggestions for how and where the interviews should 

ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ !ǎ /ŀƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ άŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ participate in the 

formulation of the problem, in the choice of techniques, and in the construction of 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ όмфусΥ нсн-63). As such, in allowing for a more participatory approach to the 

research process, I also took my cues from Lincoln and DenziƴΩǎ strident rejection of the 

unnecessarily hierarchical and at times exploitative relationship between researcher and the 

researched (1994). I aimed to give power to interviewees in this regard. 

 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƻŦ ΨŎǊȅǎǘŀƭƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ demonstrate how the study of social 

worlds although always partial, is multifaceted and requires multiple strategies to approach 
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the subject (2000, 2003). As a consequence of this multiplicitous approach, my interviews 

were held in a variety of unorthodox contexts and locations. These included interviews at 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мупу ŎƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ wǳƭŜǎΩ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ; at a political protest 

march demanding the repatriation of Stolen Indigenous Australian artefacts at the British 

Museum; extended psychogeographic drifts along the ley-lines of London Docklands and 

Greenwich; also ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƳǇƘŀƭƻǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŀǘ aǳŘŎƘǳǘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΤ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ 

waterfall in Puglia; and during a tour of the significant sites of chaos magiŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ /Ǌƻǎǎ 

¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜΩ ƻf South London.  

 

Thankfully for the health of my field recorder and the laborious task of transcription, 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŀǳŘƛƻ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ 

public houses, libraries, cafes and art galleries. In addition to this record keeping, I also kept 

a research diary which reflected upon each interview in the hours after completion, and 

wrote cursory notes about my experiences and appraisals of each meeting during these 

interviews. One exception to my approach in this regard was with the founder of F3C in 

Colombia, whom I had a number of Spanish language email exchanges using Google 

translate. This obviously affected communication.   

 

Every effort was made to conduct interviews face to face. However, due to logistical and 

financial practicalities the majority of international interviews were conducted using Skype 

or by telephone. Upon completion, each interview was then partially transcribed and placed 

into broad subject groups through a systematic thematic approach. This drew out the 

narrative commonalities as well as the contrasting ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ 

Such common themes and divergences form the basis of my three analysis chapters, which 

broadly are focussed on Ψ5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ¢ŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ - the ontological uncertainty of the game and 

the symbolic violence of its recent codification in Chapter 5; ΨPolitical tƭŀȅΩ - 3SF as 

politicised experiential play and urban intervention in Chapter 6; and Ψ!ŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ - the 

tangible longer term praxis of 3SF in codified pedagogical and community contexts in 

Chapter 7. 
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Why Interviews? 

 

This research project was led by the results and experiences of fieldwork rather than driven 

by a teleological hypothesis supplanted onto the subject. This was an important factor as it 

allowed me to be guided by the experiences and interactions in the field (and related 

contexts) and not to foreclose avenues of enquiry in order to instrumentalise a previously 

held research position. In other words, theory followed the feet and the feet followed the 

ball (Eichberg, 2016: 406). In this sense, I gathered much of my data through informal 

conversations and observations during my time playing in the field. However, the semi-

structured interviews gave me and other players a further chance to reflect and consider 

our own positions within 3SF. Also, how we perceived our role in the games past, present 

and future.  

 

Extolling the virtues of interviews in research, Brinkman and Kvale argue that this 

methodological approach gives ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

construction of the sŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎέ 

(2015: 150). These moments of reflection and exploration were extremely valuable in 

drawing out the narrative framework for the project and in my further understanding of the 

fragmented social field of 3SF.  

 

The central aims of my project were to democratise the narratives which have been 

produced about 3SF. Also, to enrich our understandings of the social field and identify the 

forms of practical consciousness found therein. Whilst my own immersed playing 

experiences and perspectives (which form the narrative introduction to each analysis 

chapter) provided the structural basis for this thesis, the use of interviews were a vital 

complimentary and reflective methodological tool in helping to understand how 3SF is 

collectively narrativised and consequently produced in space. They also held a vital position 

within my methodological approach in understanding what shared meanings held the 3SF 
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community together and also what divergent interpretations were causing tensions within 

the game.  

 

In what Polkinghorne (1995: 11) describes as the ΨŜƳǇƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ which can be found 

through interviews, άǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛon in which an 

action was undertaken and the emotional and motivational meaning ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘέ. As 

such, the use of semi-structured interviews through which to explore how participants 

narrativised their experiences of 3SF enabled me to delve deeper into the complexity of the 

game as a lived practice. TƘŜǎŜ ΨŜƳǇƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

meanings and forms of consciousness which are associated with the game that more 

structured and instrumentalised questionnaire style interviews may not have achieved. 

Moreover, these loosely structured interviews provided a more intuitive, collaborative and 

responsive way to supplement my personal ethnographic experiences in the field.          

 

Interview Aftercare 

 

As a player researcher I had a responsibility of care to fellow 3SFers who agreed to be 

interviewed. Despite the semi-structured and informal nature of the interviews undertaken, 

the reflective conversations we undertook often involved many forms of disclosure about 

personal histories and events relating to potential trauma in participants lives. This (at 

times) meant players were relating information which was of a delicate and intimate nature. 

However, participants may have not foreseen this disclosure prior to our interview. 

Therefore to ensure that there was adequate contingency for this outcome, I included the 

contact information for a number of free counselling services on my information sheet. This 

may have been useful to participants in dealing with anything raised during the interview 

process. I also instigated email exchanges with each interviewee in the weeks following our 

meetings. This enabled me to informally check in and obtain any feedback from them 

relevant to any potential safeguarding concerns. This also offered the opportunity for 
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interviewees to redact information they felt might be too compromising or personal or to 

anonymise their responses. This was not something which any participant requested.   

 

A Note on Analysis  

 

As stated above my analysis is divided into three discrete chapters. This division and 

presentation was developed over a number of stages of analysis after I had completed the 

majority of my interviews. Although there are multiple forms of analysis software through 

which to systematise and order data gathered whilst in the field, due to my experiences 

playing the game over the last four years (and the contextual knowledge that allowed), I 

began with more personal and intuitive analytical groupings of the common themes which 

emerged from my interviews. This approach showed me how the various participants 

positioned ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ in to two broad groups. 

These were those who were opposed to the current trajectory of the game and those who 

saw this formalisation ŀƴŘ ŎƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ о{CΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

 

Within these two broad groupings (of pro and anti 3SF as a nascent formalised sport) I then 

noted whether participants within specific teams or 3SF iterations articulated common 

concerns or perceptions about the game in order to test whether these could form the basis 

of my analysis. This prompted a second stage of ordering which further variegated the 

intersecting narratives which constituted these broad groups. At this point it became clear 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ of 3SF and its myriad of 

forms, and another, on the ways in which a smaller cohort (10 of 44) ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

related the game to its political origins and the Situationists. As such, Chapter 6 is based on 

the responses of a vocal and influential minority who most visibly and demonstrably 

ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ о{CΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ΨsportizationΩ and found meaning in 3SF as a form of political play and 

spatial intervention. In contrast, Chapter 7 focusses on how 3SF fits within the social 

transformationalism of the alternative soccerscape and the games wider use as a 

pedagogical tool in a global context.           
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Given the diversity and divergence of responses within the 3SF community, after identifying 

and grouping together participant responses for these two analysis chapters, I decided that 

my first analysis chapter (Chapter 5) needed to primarily set the fragmented social scene for 

the reader and to provide important contextual information about the competing agencies 

within the game. As such, I utilised voices from across the social field to show the 

contradictory intersubjective and semantic impertinences which abound in the game often 

within the same teams. This analysis chapter also further served to demonstrate the fragile 

coalitions within the game and lay the foundations for the subsequent discrete analysis of 

3SF. 

 

The majority of my interviews were undertaken immediately after the 2018 schism within 

the game. Therefore this topic runs as a narrative thread which loosely links each analysis 

chapter together. However, in order to fully relate to the reader how the game has 

developed and changed during my time in the field, I begin each analysis chapter with field 

notes which contain my own narrative reflections on the game, my interview experiences 

and how I was implicated in recent 3SF developments. These narrative introductions set up 

the key themes of the chapter in an accessible way and aimed to enrich and augment the 

words of fellow players and 3SF organisers. The words of the interviews then act as a 

springboard for me to discuss these emergent themes with more depth and rigour.    

 

Looking for Luther. Archival Visits ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛŜǘǊƻƭƻƎƛŀΩ ƻŦ о{C 

 

Perhaps the most important figure in the early development of 3SF was the former Watford, 

England and AC Milan Striker, Luther Blissett. However, despite repeated calls to the 

playerΩs agent, and multiple invitations for him to attend games at Fordham Park - site of 

the LBDL - responses were unforthcoming from his representatives about my requests for 

an interview about 3SF. My project remains limited by this omission. 

 



Benjin Pollock                                                            Three-sided Football and the Alternative Soccerscape 
   

143 
 

How Luther Blissett is implicated within the game of 3SF is a more complex question than it 

first appears however. The former professional footballer has been credited with setting up 

3SF training camps for young people during his playing days at Vicarage Road. He also 

(apparently) formed regular autonomous protests against productive society in the early 

1980s as an Ψŀƴǘƛ-ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ (much to the delight of улΣллл ΨǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 

heroesΩ at the San Siro in Milan) (see Home, 1997).  

 

To the ōŜŦǳŘŘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΩ, Luther Blissett is also a multi-use name 

attributed to a predominantly Italian, artistic, literary, and political movement with its 

origins in the early to mid-1990s. Luther Blissett was a nom de plume and mythic activist 

character appropriated by various autonomous activist groups across Europe aiming to re-

engage with left-wing politics through site specific urban interventions, psycho geographic 

radio broadcasts, media pranks and burgeoning Internet activism. The Luther Blissett Group 

also authored many early texts about 3SF. BlissettΩǎ prominent unlikely position in 

narratives of class war and political resistance was therefore a mischievous way to play with 

new forms of politics, football and art and to secure collective anonymity for the real and 

imagined activities. It was also part of, Il gioco dietro una partita: the game behind the game 

(see Dery, 2017; Deseriis, 2011).  

 

In order to understand more about Ψthe game ōŜƘƛƴŘΩ о{CΣ I needed to gain a solid 

grounding in the related literature produced about the game and the Blissett group. I was 

therefore duty bound to utilise the wealth of 3SF archive material available online. This 

included videos, photographs, newspaper articles, blogs, 3SF team websites and social 

media accounts which referenced Blissett. I also used the extensive physical print collections 

and interview transcripts of the Fatuous Times, London Psycho Geographical Association, 

Manchester Association of Psychogeography and Nottingham Psychogeography Association 

Newsletters, AAA Conference reports and DaðA Miners and Travailleuse Psychique 

publications held at the May Day Rooms; a community hub committed to archiving 

anarchist activist culture and radical politics in London.  
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/ƭŀǇǘƻƴ /C/ ǘƻ /hbLC!Φ ¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ CƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪΩ 

 

Ethnographies are ΨmicroscopicΩ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ be wary of 

extrapolating broader conclusions from their studies (Geertz, 1973). In this regard, my study 

is situated within extensive academic literature in order to better ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ о{CΩǎ cultural 

context and its potential sociological significance. However, I also felt that spending time in 

the wider cultural milieu could bolster any purely literary academic survey of these related 

fields. In order to obtain first-hand experience and contextual knowledge of the alternative 

soccerscape, I therefore attended several matches of the two major alternative football 

clubs in the London area. These were at matches of the explicitly left wing and anti-fascist, 

Clapton Community Football Club, and at ǘƘŜ ΨŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƘƛǇǎǘŜǊΩ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜǎ par excellence, 

Dulwich Hamlets FC. At these games, I spoke to fans in an informal context about their 

relationship to the club and football in general whilst observing the defiant and thriving fan 

cultures.  

 

In order to get a sense of the wider player initiatives taking place in the alternative 

soccerscape of London, I also played in the Play 2 Remember Football Survivors 

Tournament, a joint initiative run by ΨWaging PeaceΩ and ΨFootball for Hope, Peace and 

UnityΩ.17 This was held at ΨWhite CityΩ in Hammersmith during May 2018. Here, I also had the 

opportunity to informally interview student coaches from Brighton based NGO 

Football4Peace, who were running team bonding training routines, and players for Justice 

for Grenfell FC. Alongside these interactions, I instigated a further email exchange with the 

co-founder and head coach of the London based Hornstars FC, and a former Rwanda 

national team player about the tournament.  

 

In a separate field trip to Brixton Sevens, a charity fundraiser for Angel Town Estate, I also 

assisted in voluntary training sessions and interviewed a number of staff from Football 

                                                           
17 This DIY organisation uses football to raise awareness of the Rwandan genocide and forms African diaspora 
teams in the UK. 
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Beyond Borders, an educational football charity based in South London. In this context, we 

discussed the potential of 3SF and its similarities to other constraint-led games that were 

employed by the organisation which aimed to improve the communication skills of their 

students.  

 

In June 2018, I attended the Confederation of Independent Football Associations World 

Football Tournament which was held across a number of non-league venues in Greater 

London. Alongside general observations about the nature of the tournament, its fan culture 

and the contested displays of marginalised identities, I also had the opportunity in my 

capacity as a freelance journalist to meet and interview players from the London-based 

Barawa and Somaliland national teams. This was alongside interviews of representatives 

from Tibet, Abkhazia, Padania, Panjaab and Western Sahrawi football confederations. At 

this tournament I obtained a good sense of what alternative tournament contexts meant for 

players, diaspora fans and clubs denied official recognition within mainstream football (and 

wider society) to challenge the hierarchies established within mainstream football.  

 

Indicative of my further ΨǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΩ in the alternative soccerscape (and following 

interviews with affiliated 3SFers), I was invited to play at a training session for London 

Falcons, who play in the London Unity League, (ŀƴ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ άŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǳƴƛǘŜ [D.¢Ҍ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ 

(London Unity League, 2018). I also participated in the Football Union at Blackheath, a 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨCƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩΦ 

 

Alternative Sports and ΨClassWar GamesΩ 

 

Due to the relatively recent emergence of 3SF, I initiated email exchanges with the UK 

associations of other emerging sports Tchoukball, Sepak Teraw and Korfball. This was to 

gain a comparative perspective on what challenges and obstacles were found within a wider 

emerging sporting field when faced with increasing (or even decreasing) levels of 
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participation and codification. This also led to my participation in a Sepak Tekraw 

Tournament held in November 2019 in Marble Arch.  

 

Away from ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ, I also attended a number of Ψ/ƭŀǎǎ ²ŀǊ DŀƳŜΩ events held at 

the London Action Resource Centre in Whitechapel and the Bread and Roses Pub in Kings 

/ǊƻǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ Dǳȅ 5ŜōƻǊŘΩǎ DŀƳŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ IŀȅƳarket 

tǊŜǎǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ΨDŀƳŜ WŀƳΩ. Here attendees were invited to conceptualise and develop anti-

capitalist computer games which would highlight inequality and engender class-

consciousness. The experiences and contextual knowledge gained throughout these 

activities described above have given me what I consider a fundamental grounding within 

both the alternative soccerscape and 3SF related activist activities. It is also a practical set of 

experiences which augments the small amount of existing literature which spans similar 

disciplines to 3SF.    

 

Clean Research? Distance and Objectivity 

 

Sugden cogently asks in reference to the immersive nature of investigative sociological 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ΨŘƛƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΚΩ όмфффΥ 163). However, 

given the muddy terrain that much of my research was carried out in, I found keeping my 

hands clean (or anything else for that matter) an almost impossible task. If I extend the 

metaphor further, at the end of the research period I may have washed my full kit, boots, 

and shin pads at 60°, but the mud stains inevitably remained. In this regard, I align with 

feminist scholar, Oakley (1981), ǿƘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƘȅƎƛŜƴƛŎΩ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ 

collection mystify the idea of an objective researcher and alienate many participants and 

researchers from the research process itself.  

 

As Bailey and Talbot further suggest, when we enter into sports communities as fellow 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǇǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

sportspeople with whom we share the playing fields...sport puts us in touch with 
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opponents...but also compels us to recognise, empathise with and be responsible for them 

(2017: 13). As such, iǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ƻŦ ΨŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎΩ 

distance during my time in the 3SF field.  

 

Oakley also rejects the idea that an interviewee should be seen merely as a source of data, 

and that the interviewer should not be emotionally involved in the research process. 

Therefore, given the proximity and nature of the interactions I shared with many players of 

the game(s) this lack of emotional investment was also not an option. In order to play the 

game and be immersed in the 3SF field, I necessarily developed strong interpersonal 

relationships with my research group and continue to feel a responsibility to them in this 

regard during the writing process.  

 

Further to this responsibility, I acknowledge within my writing that tƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ΨǇǳǊŜ 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΩ ό{ŀƴŘŜƭƻǿǎƪƛ, 2000: 338) in ethnographic writing, nor one unaffected by the 

personal connections made in the field. Different researchers can see and interpret the 

same things differently (see Behar & Gordon, 1995; Erickson & Stull, 1998; Gerstl-Pepin & 

Gunzenhauser, 2002). However, by implicating oneself (as I have done) within the field of 

study, the researcher can at least contextualise the conclusions drawn from the project as a 

whole.  

 

Ψ/ƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ {ǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ  

 

If we can understand play (through sports or other games) as liminal spaces through which 

to experiment with relationships to ourselves and others, then the failure to enter into 

these spaces on the terms of the activity itself would have severely limited my experiences 

and findings drawn from the field of 3SF (Sterchele, 2016; Pink, 2009). It also could have 

created a level of disconnection from those I was studying which would affect interview 

responses. Throughout my research, I therefore adopted a research position which 
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acknowledged my positionality in the field as an engaged and subjective member of the 

community.  

 

Whilst I subscribe to the idea that the views of the participants are equal to that of mine, 

this has not meant I have uncritically accepted or presented their suggestions and 

responses. Instead, I have ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩΤ Ƴeaning that 

through explaining and justifying my analysis as a qualitative researcher I become 

άŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ 

participants and the communityέ (Henwood & Pidgeon, 1995: 117).  

 

Therefore, in attempting to provide a responsible, balanced ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘƛŎƪΩ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

field, I believe my role as ethnographer was ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

people as knowable agents...and to attempt to make sense of their Ψmaking senseΩ of the 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜέ ό[Ŝȅ, 1988: 121). Further to 

this, I align with Reinhartz (1992), who suggests that as long as the ethnographic researcher 

is self-aware in writing up their findings then these findings are ΨǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŘŀǘŀΩ. 

 

A self-reflexive approach to this research project has also been key in acknowledging the 

strengths and weaknesses of my own ΨŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜǎΩ όCŜǘǘerman 1998). This 

included from gathering data through to ongoing analysis and the discussion of the game in 

an academic and public setting (see Alvesson & Sköldberg, 2000; England, 1994; Fine, 1992; 

Hertz, 1997; Olesen, 2005; Tedlock, 2000; Van Maanen, 2011). In this regard, I strived to 

ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜǎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 3SF community a visible part of the project and in 

associated presentations. This also has meant transcribing instances during interviews 

where my presence is referenced directly. This hopefully lays bare my role within the 

production of knowledge in this project.  

 

If as Willis and Trondman ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ ŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ 

ŎǳƳ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎέ (2002: 5), then the level of immersion in the field I had 
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over the last three years is a crucial strength of my role as Ψdeliberate witnessΩ within 3SF. 

This immersion gave me unprecedented access to the 3SF community and enabled a 

nuanced understanding of the social dynamics at play in and out of the hexagon. However, 

questions of a lack of distance will always follow embedded projects such as this. In 

championing an immersive methodology, I in no way wish to foster a claim to access a 

singular truth or authenticity about 3SF. In this sense it is important to remember that there 

ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƻ ΨōŀŎƪǎǘŀƎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭved in a researched 

subculture as a participant (Manning, 2009). Therefore, my approach aimed instead to bring 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άfluid and contingent nature of the researchers rolŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ ό9ǇǇƭŜȅΣ 

2006: 80).  

 

Giving My Positionality a Sporting Chance    

 

My position in the field was fraught with complexity and at times complicity. I entered the 

game in its most sporting context, and without prior knowledge of its history or cultural 

context. I had first heard about 3SF in 2013 and became interested in playing the game after 

finding a BBC Radio documentary in early 2016. Having played two sided football in 

competitive amateur leagues at a fairly high level since a teenager, I was inspired by the 

possibilities of experiencing the chaotic descriptions of the game. However, I had no 

knowledge of the SI, let alone Asger Jorn, when I became involved in the community as a 

player. Upon arrival, I was swiftly signed up by New Cross Irregulars after a trial game in 

London Bridge. Soon after, I had a PhD proposal based on my initial experiences of the sport 

at the Triball league accepted at the University of Kent. It was therefore common knowledge 

in the 3SF community in London that I was both an academic researcher and football player 

from early on in the data collection process, but given the eclectic mix of participants this 

(to the best of my knowledge) did not prove a barrier to participation.  

 

Notwithstanding some initial enthusiasm about the fact I was researching the game, after 

the first few months I began to be treated in much the same way as most other players. This 
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is a great benefit of longitudinal immersive studies in their ability to normalise (to a certain 

extent) the presence of the researcher in the social milieu (Pink & Morgan, 2013). Further to 

this, I endeavoured to be as open and honest with all participants as much as was possible 

as to the aims (as much as they had begun to crystalize) of my project and their potential 

involvement or implication within this research process. However, in larger social gatherings 

(i.e. at the 2017 World Cup and surrounding activities), this was not always possible or 

practical.  

 

As has been suggested by Fleming when immersed in the field you need to negotiate issues 

ƻŦ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΩ ό2015: 167). Therefore after 

most games and 3SF events that I was involved in, I did not want to draw unnecessary 

attention to my position as a player researcher and made notes (if needed) discretely on my 

mobile phone. I then wrote up my reflections and recorded these significant details in a 

research diary or through voice notes, as to do so in the field was not always realistic or 

conducive to play.   

 

²ƘŜƴ bƻǘ ǘƻ 5ƻ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΚ ¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ.ŜƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩ in 3SF 

 

Although I align with Hammersley and Atkinson (1995) when they argue that ethnographers 

should not feel the need to participate in everything that goes on in a research group, the 

ΨǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ context through which I joined the 3SF community made it necessary to avoid 

being placed by key informants within one ideological aspect of the game. Given my 

sporting background, knowledge of football, and technical ability, there was an initial 

assumption from many of the players in interviews that I was only interested in analysing 

3SF as a competitive sport. Equally, having observed the ways in which visiting journalists, 

television crews and artists (unwittingly) had become caught up in a complex game of 

mythopoesis at 3SF games in Fordham Park ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ŀǘ 

all available opportunities (Geertz, 1988; Eichberg & Loland, 2010).  
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My enduring association with New Cross Irregulars has undoubtedly impacted on the data I 

have been able to gather. This meant that often there was an assumed complicity in 

criticisms of the various experiential developments of the game, one which remained 

despite my explanations of relative impartiality as a researcher and a player. With this in 

mind, my research relied on developing a strong rapport with all participants through 

maintaining a strong ethnographic presence in each iteration of the game. This meant 

gaining the trust of those I was playing with to show that I was a committed player and 

researcher (Bosworth et al., 2005; Jansick, 2000).  

 

Emergent cultural practices such as 3SF, are what can be deǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩΤ ƻnes 

where the values placed upon the activity are in a constant process of being validated and 

reassessed by ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǘŜǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΩ όsee Kretchmar, 

1975). Although initially developed to relate ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƛƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇƻƛƴǘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ also be applied to the interactions with the 

researcher in the field. If we understand the ethnographic researcher as a member of the 

community who holds a vested position of authority in the ultimate production of 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ of 

validating their own perceptions associated to the practice. In reflecting on how this may 

have affected player responses, it is worth considering how there can be an assumption in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ shared interest and 

identityέ όRåheim, 2016: 12). This could have prompted partial or tailored responses in 

interviews that would not be evident with more distanced research. This is an undoubted 

limitation of my study into 3SF.  

 

Male and Pale? Ethical Issues and Reflexive Approaches in 3SF 

 

Most research into sport and physical culture is done about and by men (often for a 

predominantly white male audience). Therefore, the task of a feminist researcher is to 

challenge the gendered assumptions of the data collected. Also, to mitigate the unconscious 
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bias found in both subject, self and the research process in general (Dilorio, 1989; 

Hargreaves & Vertinsky, 2007; Pederson et al., 2018; Wax, 1971).  

 

A key concern for my project was understanding and negotiating the effect of my role as a 

white, heterosexual, male researcher in a predominantly male subculture and the 

subsequent consequences of this privileged, racialized and gendered position in the 

ultimate production of knowledge about 3SF (see Cleland & Cashmore, 2011; Messner, 

1990, 2010; Wheaton, 2002). Further to this privilege, interviews were often undertaken in 

all male settings. Occasionally sexist language or crude remarks were also made by 

participants and were something I felt complicit in as I did not challenge these remarks for 

fear of distorting the data gathered. I decided that these should be included in the final 

analyses (where relevant) and I employed ways to anonymise such instances where 

appropriate. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΩ ό5ŜƳŜǘǊƛƻǳΣ нллм) remains throughout 

these research encounters and needs acknowledging.  

 

The vestiges of endemic patriarchal oppression were also apparent when reaching out to 

some of the female 3SFers for interview. In particular, this was found within their reluctance 

or surprise at being asked to be involved in such research. This surprise was on the basis 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ when 

compared to more dominant figures in the community (the majority of which were male). 

This ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳōŀƭǘŜǊƴ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪΩ in such research 

(Morris, 2010). Just as aŎwƻōōƛŜ Ψ{ŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜΩΣ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ the failure to include 

women in the research of subcultures at the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies at 

Birmingham University in the 1970s, my research attempts (in a small way) to become part 

of the wider effort which aims to address the ΨƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōƭƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΩ which continues to pervade 

academia (see Cooky & Messner, 2017; English, 2017; Hargreaves, 1994; Hextrum, 2019; 

Free & Hughson, 2003; Hooks, 1993; Messner, 1992; Musto, 2017; Wheaton, 2007). 

 

Conclusion 
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This chapter has offered a descriptive and critical account of my data collection process. It 

provided a justification and rationale for my sample size, and further detailed the practical 

decisions that I made whilst in the field and in the interview setting. My methodological 

approach as a player researcher of 3SF combined practical, reflexive, sensory and embodied 

knowledge. This attempted to augment, and at times, challenge top-down, assumptive, and 

remote androcentric research positions. As such, it was an ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ψlearn 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩ and the wider environment (Wacquant, 2014).  

 

The main strengths of my research stem from a contextual and embodied knowledge of the 

field and an immersion within the 3SF community under study. However, this invested 

position also had its shortcomings. In this regard, I concede that fields of research remain 

constructs, which are both limited and shaped by the constraints and inconsistences of 

individual researchers and their own embodied Ψnarrative horizonsΩ. Therefore, my findings 

only offer a snapshot into the game of 3SF, and are ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ΨǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ 

ƛƳǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴŎŜǎΩ. Further to this, I also acknowledge how ethnographic research is by design 

intersubjective. As such, my research exists in, and through, a dynamic interplay with others 

(from outside and within the field), who may well challenge my analysis of the lifeworld of 

3SF (Granek, 2013). My research is also problematically defined ōȅ ŀ ΨǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘΩ 

and an unconscious bias (which although mitigated against) runs throughout the project.  

 

In the emergence of a ΨNew Wave of Football EthnographyΩ, Pearson rightly questions what 

are the biases, values and prejudices held in such immersive research. Moreover, he 

considers how such methodological ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŜŘΩ 

within the group (2016: 2). However, in my position as a player-researcher-body-subject, I 

believe these limitations, (alongside the obvious strengths) should be embraced. Only 

through entering into critical conversations about the ambivalent nature of participant 

observation, and by deconstructing spurious ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ, can we 

augment epistemological paradigms and practically realise new ways of interpreting and 

transforming the world. Therefore, with a commitment to Ψconscious subjectivityΩ (and to 
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relating my findings in an accessible manner), it is hoped that my methodology provides a 

bridge between the experiences of the researcher in the field, that of other 3SF players, and 

a wider readership. Also, that it negotiates (to an extent) what has been termed the 

ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ΨŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǾŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎƳΩ όDŜŜǊǘȊΣ мфууΥ 102).  
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    Figure 16. 2nd 3SF World Cup Kassel #1 (Courtesy of DW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17. 2nd 3SF World Cup Kassel #2 (Courtesy of DW) 
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Figure 18. 2nd 3SF World Cup Kassel #3 (Courtesy of DW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 19. 2014 3SF World Cup Silkeborg (Courtesy of KFUM) 
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    Figure 20. DAMTP 3SF World Cup Publication 2017 (Courtesy of anti-systemic) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21. Group Photo Deptford October 2018 after the first reformed 3SF London game. (Courtesy of                  
3sidedfootball.com) 
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   Figure 22. LBDL Match Day CCCP vs SOFC vs Deptford 3SFC 2016 (Courtesy of CC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 23. Post-Match Tensions Deptford 2017 (Personal Collection) 
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Figure 24. 2017 World Cup Team Photo New Cross Internationals (Courtesy of DW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




































































































































































































































































































































































