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CHAPTER V

THE EXPANSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LEADING COMMERCIAL SECTORS

Associated with the physical growth of the Thanet resorts was an expansion
and development of leading commercial sectors, which attracted custom and
business from an increasing number of holiday makers to Margate, Broadstairs
and Ramsgate. Regular markets were established in Margate in 17"{71 , and in
Ramsgate in 1785.2 Food and other goods in the markets and shops, local
farming, the supply of goods by hoy, stabling,postal arrangements, the
expansion of Cobb's brewery, banking services and medical facilities were of
prime concern to innkeepers, hoteliers, boardins houses, the Sea Bathing
Infirmary, circulating library proprietors, pleasure gardens, coffee rooms,
assembly rooms, visiting holiday makers and permanent residents. All these:
sectors experienced varying degrees of expansion from the 1760's onwards. The
extent to which markets, food supplies, local farming and fishing, ‘shops and
shopping, trading by hoy and other inward coastal shipments, postal arrange-
ments, Cobb's ‘5rewery, and bazlking services were affected by the impact of sea
bathing and holiday makers is the concern of this Chapter. The expansion of

stabling, private schooling and medical facilities has been examined elsewhere

3 &
in this thesis.

Markets, Food Supplics and Local Farming and Fishing.

In 1816 it was noted how "Margate, at first, from this great increase of

inhabitants, was ... illsupplied with provisions from the neighbouring country,
and what they did supply was very precarious "s but "to obviate this, a grant
for [ §7 public market was obtained in 1777, to be held weekly on Wednesday

and Saturday". The right to hold this market was granted by charter "to

le Tho Kentish Companion for the Year of Our Lord, 1792 (Canterbury, 1792),
120; Edward Hasted, The History and Topographical Survey of the County of

Kent, Volume X (2nd Ed.,i Canterbury, 1800), 324; The New Margate, Ramsgate
and Broadstairs Guide: or An Historical Epitome of the Ancient and Present
State of the Isle of Thanet (6th Ed., Margate, 1816), 50.

2. Hasted, op. cif., Volume X (2n4 E4., Canterbury, 1800), 387.
De See above, Chapters II and III. .
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THE MARKET AT MARGATE AS IT APPEARED AROUND O .

I-’_I-

se. W. Bonner, The Picturesque Pocket Companion to Margate,
Ramsgate, Broadstairs, and the Parts Adjacent (1831), p. 64,
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Francis Cobb and John Baker, gents., wardens of the pier and thelir successors:
to be holden in the town of Margate for buying and selling coran, grain, flour,

flesh, fish, poultry, butter, eggs, fruit, vegetables and other provisions, SO
that this place is now [1—81 §7 well s.mppl:"i.ed"..Jl Edward Hasted claimed that

2
Margate's market was "exceedingly well supplied". It was "free of 'l:oll".3
As a fishing and trading town Margate had possessed an earlier market in 1631,
"of which a return was made to Dover every month", but it "did not continue

long, nor does it appear by what authority it was kcﬂ:ﬂc“«.‘ﬂr Ramsgate too by

1816 was "well supplied with meat, poultry, fish and vegetables".5

From Margate in 1770 it was clalmed that

"provisions in general are good and moderately cheap.
Large quantities of fish are taken, the finest of which
bear a good price, the rest are sold reasonably enough.
Wine, brandy, etc., is cheap and good", (6)

Provisions were "very plentiful" in 1776, and "great quantities of fish are

daily caught",7 while "the hanging and drying of herrings is of the greatest

use to the poor of this town“.8 Charles Seymour found Margate's provisions in

general to be good, and "cheaper than at other bathing places", with "the

best sort of fish and poultry [‘Eearing a good price", but"as all bathing-

places are fashionable, like all those of public diversion, it is to be hoped

that the inhabitants of Margate will understand too well their own interest,

to give disgust to the company, by that spirit of extortion and rapaciousness,

too often stimulated by the concourse of the profuse and the 0pu1en1:".9 He

1. The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs Guide (6th Ed., Margate, 1816),
op. cit., 50.

2, Hasted, op. cit., Volume X (2nd Ed., Canterbury, 1800), 324 .
32 The Kentish Gazette, 28 May 1777.

The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs Guide (6th Ed., Margate,1816),
op. cit., 47; Hasted, op. cit., Volume X (2nd Ed., Canterbury, 1800), 321.
5. The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs Guide (6th Ed., Margate, 1816),

op. cit., 91; Hasted, ov. cit., Volume X <2nd Ed,, Canterbury, 1800), 387.
The Margate Guide ... In a Letter to a Friend (1770), 21.

7. A New Digplay of the Beauties of England, Volume 1 (Brd Ed., 1776), 207 «

8. C. Seymour, A New Topographical, Historical and Commercial Survey of the
Cities, Towns and Villages of the County of Kent (Canterbury, 1776), 556.

9, Ibid., 559.
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offered no comment on the position at Ramsgate. Among the first of Margate's
visitors to patronize the newly established market was Mrs. Woodington on

13 September 1777, no doubt to purchase*the lamb chops and the fine lobster

which were served to John Baker later that day.1

During the 1780's Margate continued to be "very well supplied with

Shamble Meat, Poultry, Vegetables and very fine F:"'Lsh"'«...2 When, however,

Hardwicke Lewls undertook an excursion to Margate in June 1786 he felt obliged

to raise the subject of extortion in as discreet a manner as possible.

"It was not difficult for a quiet man to fix upon a house;
in about an hour I was as much at home as if my residence had
been here for a century.- Rent may be high, but the seasons

are short .... Provisions in general are not unreasonable;
@ng I should have been quite contented but for two

circumstances, that loudly spoke the genius of the place to
be Extortion. The milk being tolerable, when compared with
the chalk and water of the metropolis, induced me to enquire

into the price; and on exclaiming at 3d.per quart, was
informed, that not having the luck to be born on the spot

1d. was levied upon me as a foreigner.- And Oh! tell it not
on Tower-Hill, proclaim it not through the streets at

Whitehall, the shoe black made an additional charge of 100%". (3)
Margate's markets circa 1804 were “goo:i, and in general moderate, although,

no doubt, advantage 1s occasionally taken of the crowd of company in the height

of the season".4 The twice weekly markets in 1808 were "well stocked with

butcher's meat, poultry, fish and vegetables".5 By 1811 there were two weekly
markets on Wednesdays and Saturdays, a corn market on Thursdays at the
Fountain Inn, and a daily fish market.6 Mrs, Pilkington in 1812 confronted

"a fish market every day, and different stalls for fruit and vegetables

adjoining it", while "Wednesdays and Saturdays are those appointed for the

sale of meat, poultry and other necessary articles“.7 She discovered that the

1 Ed: Philip C. Yorke, The Diary of John Baker (1931), 418.
2¢ The Margate Guide (1780), 18.

De Hardwicke Lewis, An Excursion to Margate in the Month of June 1786
(2nd Ed., 1787), 22-3,

4. The Maritime Guide (circa 1804), 31.

5 Edward Wedlake Brayley, The Beauties of England and Wales: or Delineations
Topographical, Historical and Descriptive, Volume VIII: Kent y 965,

6. Holden's Annual London and Count Directo of the United Kingdoms and
wales (1811).

Te Mrs., Pilkington, Margate!!! or Sketches amply descriptive of that
celebrated Place of Resort, with Its Environs, ete.. (1813), 120.
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prices of "butter and butchers' meat differed very little from London markets,
except rump steaks, which were 16d. a pound", DPoultry was cheaper in the

market "but not equal to that at the poulterer's". Butchers' and poulterers'

prices varied "little from those 1in 1:::',~T:rn‘"‘..1

Food was an important element in holiday expenditure. Its price varied
within seasons and from one season to the next. Supplies varied from year to
year and total demand was affected by a fluctuating population. Bearing in
mind these influences, Zechariah Cozens found that the market in Margate was
‘usually well stored with provisions on the market days, Wednesday and

Saturday, at a tolerable reasonable price, considering the great demand during

the summer months", while Ramsgate's market was "well supplied with the
necessaries of 1ife".2 Visitors'! demands for food and accommodation3 cannot
be measured only in numerical terms,for wealthy holiday makers were out to
enjoy themselves, with money in their pockets, seeking higher standards of

living for at least the duration of their holidays. Resident holiday makers
exerted a much greater effective demand in total and per capita than any

calculations of potential demand might suggest.

As every season reached its peak, and as the numbers of holiday makers

increased over the years, market pressures affected prices according to the
supply of provisions, or the availability of accommodation. Prices were
pushed up during the summer months, becausg of the extra demands which arose
from visiting holiday makers at the height of the season., It is a well-known

complaint of seaside town residents to-day that higher price levels prevail

during the summer months, compared to the rest of the year. It was lamented

from Ramsgate during 1800 that the inhabitants as much as the visitors had

suffered from.rising-prices in the season.4 Catherine Hutton when visiting

1. Pilkington, op. cit., 128.

o~

e ra T

2, 2. Cozens, A Tour through the Isle of Thanet. and Some Other Parts of
East Kent (17935, 28, 49.

%o Some 1indication of the demands of a fluctuating population for lodgings
and accommodation have been considered in Chapter III above,

4, The Times, 27 September 1800, 3a.

*
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Aberystwith during August ]787 noted how "the common people complain that the

: . . 1
sea bathers have raised the provisions to an enormous price™,

Much the same complaint was expressed by a Northamptonshire country
gentleman following a holiday in Margate during 1796.

"As to the settled inhabitants of the place, all who do not
get by us, view us with dislike, because we raise the price
of provisions; and those who do, which, in one way or other,

comprehends all the lower class, have lost every trace of
rural simplicity, and are versed in all the arts of low
cunning and chicane ... In the country ... o hour in the
week settled the bills and few tradesmen wished, and none
dared, to practice any imposition where all were known ...
But here the continual fluctuation of company takes away
all regard to character; the most respectable and ancient

families have no influence any farther than as they scatter
their ready cash", (2)

Inland watering places were no less astute, the cost difference between
the gaiety of Tunbridge Wells in the summer and its dullness out of season

early in the eighteenth century being well known by the common saying:

"Where are you going to?
To Tunbridge Wells, where did you think?
Change me a guinea";

contrasting with the reply:

"To Tunbridge Wells ... Give me change for a shilling". (3)
George Roberts, looking back on the growth of watering places, observed how
"in the course of a few years great changes took place", and "there were two

prices for articles, one for inhabitants, another for visi'l:ors“.4
Both local and short term factors operated to increase or reduce food

prices. The way provisions were snapped up from the market early in the day

at the height of the season was a constantly recurring complaint among Margate's :

1. Ed: Mrs. Catherine Hutton Beale, Reminiscences of a Gentlewoman of the
Last Century: Letters of Catherine Hutton ZBirmingham, 1891), 50-1.

2 e 'Henry Homelove'!, "On Watering Places", The Annual Register (1796), 481 .

%¢ William Durrant Cooper, "Tunbridge Wells at the Commencement of the

Eighteenth Century", Notes and Queries, 2nd. Series, Volume VI, No. 131,
5 July 1858, 8,

4o George Roberts, The Social Histo of the People of the Southern Counties
of England in Past Centuries (1856), 552.
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visitors as noted by The Times during September 180«-*1,.‘l Five years previously

George Saville Carey accepted that Margate had "a tolerable market" but,
despite its 22 years of existence, it was "not so well supplied as might be
wished; and, if you are desirous to furnish your table with the necessary

comforts of the day, you must get up by 6 o'clock in the morning, and scramble

for them, otherwise you may chance to go without your dinner“.2 At Yarmouth,

on the other hand, "provisions of every kind are to be had at a much cheaper

rate, at any time of the day, without being obliged to scramble for 'l:hem"..u.3

Information on the food prices charged to holiday makers is sparse, and

data on household budgets are extremely ra.:rre-.ﬂr Merely to quote indices of

national food prices has little relevance in an age when prices varied
regionally and locally. Economic historians point to the difficulty of

generalising about prices, particularly for the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries,5 until railways effected a greater national uniformity in price
levels. There are many variables and influences to consider. Grain prices

were influenced by "visible stocks in the granaries", and the prices of

imported products varied with harvests abroad and with seasonal changes in

6
shipping and trade.  Professors Chambers and Mingay have shown that short-
term seasonal and year-to-year price movements were extremely uncertain. They

differed from one district to another, according to weather and soil conditions,

availability of transport and the means of getting crops and beasts to Ina:l:-]acet.'7

1« The Times, 13 September 1804, 2d.

2e George Saville Carey, The Balnae: or, An Impartial Description of all the
Popular Watering Places in England (1799), 8.

% Ibid., 217.
4, See Chapter IX below,

5 Phyllis Deane and W.A. Cole, British Economic Growth, 1688-1 (1964), 12,

6o T.S. Ashton, Economic Fluctuations in England, 1700-1800 (0xford, 1959),
11-12,

7. J. D. Chambers and G. E. Mingay, The Agricultural Revolution, 1750-1880
(1966), 38, 106-8.
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Kentish farmers were commercially influenced by proximity to an ever exPandiI_lg
London food market, to which they were linked by good coastal and river

communications. Mr. Chalklin demonstrates how London demands before 1700

raised the prices of foodstuffs in the Home Cca:uat.ies.;,1 and this was no less

true after 1700. Certainly in 1721 Kentish estate owners and farmers were seen

2
to be doing well because of good markets for their products.

Prices paid for bread fluctuated according to the state of harvests and

the country's ability to import foreign grains. Margate acted as the Thanet

outport for an extensive wheat and barley producing region, and for centuries

arable cash farming was the mainstay of farmers who prospered by supplying

cereals directly on hoys to an expanding London food ma.rket....3
Supplies and prices of certain provisions in Margate, Broadstairs and

Ramggate were strongly influenced by the pattern of local farming and especially
by the fact that Thanet farmers were commercially attracted to the pull of the
London market. Although in 1770 there was some initial response to visitors!

sunmer demands, whereby "various Articles, which are the Produce of their Farms

bear almost a double price, from the great Resort of Gentry to this Place, 527

that they will be glad to do everything in their Power to oblige them even for
4

their own Sakes"', there was little diversification away from corn cultivation.

olxteen years previously Dr. Richard Pococke had noted how

"this Island, with the help of sea-weed and other manure,
is very fruitful, They plough and manure and sow barley,

then wheat and then beans and lastly oats, and then let
the ground lie still a year". (5)

1e C. We Chalklin, Seventeenth Cen Kent: A Social and Economic History
(1965), 87-8.

2e

Mr., Senex, A New General Atlas Containing a Geographical and Historical

Account of all the Empires, Kingdoms and other Dominions of the World
1721 ), 200,

3« oee Chapter I above,

4 o The Margate Guide ... In a lLetter to a Friend (1770), op. cit., 4.

5 Ed: James Joel Cartwright, The Travels Through England of Dr, Richard

Pococke, during 1750, 1751 and lLater Years, Camden Society, Volume II,
1889), 88,
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Thanet's agriculture had no need to be opened up or perfected through the

growth of Margate or Ramsgate as resorts. It was already well developed and
in a high state of cultivation, responding profitably to London demands, before
sea bathing developed during the second half of the eighteenth century.1

The agrarian scene as it existed in 1770 was described in The Margate

Guide of that year. The lower southern and south-western sides of the Isle of

Thanet abounded in pasturage, but this was an area which was "low and marshy",
where the inhabitants were "much subject to Agues". Whatever woodland had
once existed elsewhere on the higher lands had been "cut down long since to

make room for the Plough", so that "the Surface of the Country is almost as

open and as level as a Platform", and "in this Part of the Island is great

Plenty of all kinds of Corn and Grain".

"Agriculture 13 carried on here to a Degree of Perfection
hardly to be found elsewhere., The Land which, in most
Places, is laid in Ridge and Furrow, is here (comparatively
spea]d.ng) almost as level as a Bowling-green. No Labour or
Expense is spared to keep the Corn clean, so that (with the

Exception only to the Fields of a few slothful People) there
is hardly a Weed to be seen, in the Compass of some Miles".

A relative absence of animal manure, did not impede soil fertility, yields or
productivity, since "on the Parts near the Coast, the Soil is manured by a
Mixture of Sea-waur, Chalk and other Dung, by the Assistance of which good

Crops of Corn are obtained from Land which does not appear to be worth anything!
Furthermore, "Great Profit has been made of late years by sowing Clover, Saint

Foin, Lucerne Grass and Canary Seedsl“m.2

Thanet's farms varied in size. The occupiers of large farms near Minster

and St. Nicholas were "wealthy and hospitable ",3 and even in other places,

"where they are smaller, the Tenants make a comfortable Livelihood", since

¢ As noted in Chapter I above.

2, The Margate Guide ... In a Ietter to a Friend (1770), op. cit., 2-6.
5. Also compare Chapter I above.
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"their Corn (except what 18 expended at home) is shipped at Margate, and sold

for Ready-money in London",

"ﬁlsg the Wages of Servants and Labourers are high: In

time of War so many men go into the Navy, on the Certainty
of better Pay, -or in the Hopes of Prize-money or Preferment,
that is is no easy Matter to procure Hands sufficient for
carrying on the common Business of Agriculture at any Price.
But even under these Inconveniences, the Value of Land seems
to have increased very fast of late Years, as well from the
improved State of Agriculture, as other contingent
Circumstances; [Sﬁt whether the Farms will bear the great
advances which have been made on the old Rents, must be left
to Time to determine ... They work hard, and live hard, and

are truly industrious. Their Houses are kept remarkably
neat". (1)

Directories of 1796 and 18112 provide the following details.

TABLE 19: THE AGRICULTURAL INTEREST IN THANET IN 1796 AND 181

1796 1811
Cow Keeper 1 i
Farmers 16 18
Gardeners 3 2
Hop Seller 1
Maltster 1 1
Millers 1 2
Milkman 1

In 1799 it was observed that "the Isle of Thanet possesses a number of

industrious ... Farmers, who from an indefatigable attention to the land, have
made the soil uncommonly prolific, ... as to yield as much grain in one season,

as to furnish the inhabitants with bread for thr*ee".3 The soil abutting the

cliffs was manured "by a compost, or mixture of sand, seaweed and dung", with

"large crops being obtained from land thus dressed". Corn not sold "for

ready money at Mark lLane" was "disposed of to millers in the island". Inland

a "want of natural pasture" was overcome "by the culture of clover, sainfoin,

lucerne, trefoil and other artificial grasses".4

The Margate Guide ... In a Tetter to a Friend (1770), op, cit., 6-8.

2 The Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce and Manufacture (1796),

and Holden's Annual ILondon arnd Count Directo of the United Xingdoms
and Wales (1811), op. cit.

5¢ Carey, op. cit., 16.
-4, A Short Description- of the Isle of Thanet: Being Chiefly Intended as a

Directory for-the Company Resorting to Margate, Ramsgatc and Broadstairs
(Margate, 1796), 7-8.
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The high state of Thanet's arable farming was acclaimed throughout the

eighteenth century. In 1771 The Gentleman's Magazine reported that

"the soil .of the island is of the purest and whitest chalk,
covered with a surface from 2-4 and 5 feet thick of mould as fine
as that of a garden; and so fruitful in corn, that no waste or
common, and but little of fallow land are to be seen. In short,
this island is generally allowed by travellers who have visited

it, to be the very garden spot of Fngland, ... belng an'open
champaign country". (1)

Failure to radicaliy alter local faming patterns allowed a national newspaper
thirty years later to remark on "the most pleasing and charming spectacle 1n

the Isle of Thanet is the beautiful and extensive wheat fields, abounding with

the finest grain"’.z This arable emphasis persisted. During August 1814 The

Morning Post noted that "the oat harvest has commenced in the Isle of Thanet,

where [&:1897 wheat will be fit to cut in a fortnight, should the weather
0 3

continue fine".” By 11 August harvesting was well under way: "oats and peas

R
are housing very fast; our wheat and barley are very luxuriant, and ... will be

cut by next week; turnips and clover promise full crops; our potatoes are

4

excellent and plentiful',

Thanet's concentration on arable farming produced periodical shortages of
other food products, especially as-the coastal towns expanded in size and

attracted increasing numbers of holiday makers, whose incomes enabled them to
purchase meat, dairy products, fruit and vegetables.‘ ‘_Dis;tress overcame &
Northamptonshire country gentleman at Margate in 1796, for "I am paying for
tasteless, unripe fruit, while my own choice wa_.ll-fruitiis rotting by bushels

under the trees".5 Napoleonic irade embargoes, combined with Thanet's

concentration on corn farming, produced during 1799 a shortage of tutter in

1. IThe Gentleman's Magazine, Volume 41 (April 1771), 167.
2¢ The Times, 11 August 1801, 24.

5s Ihe Morning Post, 5 August 1814, 3b.
4, Ibid., 13 August 1814, 34, -

5¢ The Annual Register, (1796), op. cit., 482,
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Ramsgate, where during August it was selling when it was to be had for 20d.
to 2s. per 1lb., and yet "almost the entire of the adjacent cy-ountry is under

corn, pease, beans, clover or canary, there is but little pasture, and there are

scarcely cows enough in the island to furnish the nece; sary consumption of Inilk"‘...‘I
During the previous year, 1798, William Marshall had cast a particularly
critical eye over the state of animal husbandry in the Isle of Thanet:

"Upon the Island, a few mlllang cows, teddered on the leys,

and seldom more than two or three together, were the only
cattle. The breeds chiefly mongrel; with some Welch. In
the Marshes, the same motley collection was observable. In

a country where arable crops are the principal object, llve-
stock are generally seen in a state of neglect and degeneracy coso
THE SPIRIT OF BREEDING has not yet reached the Isle of Thanet ...

~ With respect to LIVESTOCK, whether as to quantlty or quality,
the Isle of Thanet appears, in a general view of these

kingdoms, at a distance, in the background of modern husbandry" (2)

The higher living standards expectedifrom a holiday included a more varied
and plentiful diet, but fruit, vegetables, milk or butter were frequentlﬁ in
short supply. It was one of the complaints of Mrs,., Pilkington in 1812 that

visitors to Thanet were denied the benefit of enjoying fruit "by the dearness

of the price; in short, fruit at Margate may merely be considered as a regale

for the affluent, as a very small portion of it can be purchased by those who

£111 the middle station of life, [ u_7 a slight deprlvatl on on 'I:he part of
those who possess the power of grat:l.fylng the:.r appetites would 'be the means

of bringing this wholesome article of consumption down to a moderate price; for

if the rich were to refuse paying a sum which is really exorbitant, it would

necessarily be brought down to a fair pr:‘i.ce"".m3 This observation on the
ostentatious consumption of the wealthy certainly applied in September 1786

"Lord Cholmondley has lately left Kingsgate [ occupying one of
the bays lying between Margate and Broadstairs/ where he had been

1¢ The Obsefver, 18 August 1799, 3c,

2e W. Marehe.ll, The Rural Economx of the Southern Counties: Comprlsung Kent,

Surre sussext the Isle of Wight: the Chalk Hills of Wiltshire,
Hampshire, -etc: -\1798), Volume II, 35, 3%8.

Se Pilkingtou, op. cit., 16=17.
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for éome time; his stile of living was equal to his 'high
rank, his deserts, upon an average, amounting to 15 guineas
a week, which was furnished by the fruitress on the Parade

at Margate', 5(1)
An influential customer could make his presence felt in inflated prices
but the Prince of Wales, on a visit to Brighton in 1800, was wise to this

effect: "probably to escape the shameful extortion too generally ‘practised

there, 527 receives 5ver_17 the most trivial article of consumption throughout

his establishment from London" and "were ﬁ:-h1§7 practice more general the

prices of many necessaries would find their 1evél - Buttef is 2s. 6d. per 1b,;
Bggs, 4s. a dozen; Bacon 14d. or 15d. per lb.; and many other articles equally
exr;n:'h:"i.‘tal:rl:"1..2 One way of avoiding inflated prices was for holiday makers to
bring some of their own provisions with them, as at Herne Bay during tﬂe 1650's,
when the London husbands® boat arrived on a Saturday night with "an assortment
of fathers, and brothers, and sons, froﬁrshops and counting houses, with parcels

of groceries and hampers of provisions - more cheaply purchasable in the

metropolis than ... in the Ba ".3 Herne Bay was reckoned to be a fairly
moderately priced resort, beilng "a cheap place" for "families who wish to be

salt waterized in an economical way".4 The husbands' boat was no less a familiar

scene on Saturdays in Margate.

Thanet's exposure to cold north-easterly winds, which could so easily
damage fruit and market gardens, coupled with its heavy concentration on arable
farming accounted for local shortages of fruit about which visitors complained

so bitterly. Edward Hasted noted "very few orchardé_in the islgnd; and hops

have been tried in if, but without success", even though "the lands on the

southernmost side of_fhe island are defended by those above them from the strong

D

north and east winds, which come from the sea".

1. The Qeneral Advertiser, 29 September 1786, Zc.
2eé The Observer, 17 August 1800, 2c.

Do "The Seaside Resorts of the Londoners", Chambers's Edinburgh Journal,
12 November 1853, 306,

4. Ibid., 306. Moderation in charges at Herne Bay also caught the eye of
- The Dover Telegraph-and Cingue:Ports General -Advertiser, 7 August 1841, 8a,

5 E. Hasted, The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent,

Volume IV (1st. Ed., Canterbury, 1799), 292.
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It is possible that local fruit supplies and demands were more evenly
matched earlier in the eighteenth century, even though the climate was seen to
be a hindrance to successful fruit farming:

"the situation is very bleak and open, especially téward “the
sea side, where there are very few hedges or trees. Those
that-are growing thereabouts, are, for the most part, shrubby

and unthriving, being so much exposed to the Sea Winds, which
of ten blow very strong and blast almost everything in their

way ses The Soil on the lower part or South and West sides /
of the Island from Cliff-end to Sarre is maturally deeper.

‘and richer than that on the Hilly or upper-part, and is
cultivated by the Inhabitants with great care and industry,
so that it produces very great crops ... Here likewise
fruit trees thrive very well, the land being rich and deep,
and they being defended by the land above it from the strong
Northerly and Easterly Winds which come from the Sea", (1)

One way to remedy local shortages was to increase and protect fruit and

vegetable cultivation within the Isle of Thanet but, if anything, the reverse

was the case during the later eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Mrs.

Pilkington observed few orchards around Margate in 1812: "very few, indeed, when
compared to those you have seen in Herefordshire", and "if the higﬂ price of
fruit was occasioned by the scarcity ofuit, the veﬁdof_woﬁld be justified in
selling it at a dear rate; but it is a well-known fact, that it :‘i.s' ‘brought from
Canterbury and the adjacent places, and that the southern part of Thanet is
peculiérlﬁ favourable to fruit trees of every k:i.nd“.2 She perceived cornfields
"interspersed with those of clover, saintfoin, luc¢erne, canary seed, trefoil
and £urpips", the farmers 1in the Isle of Thanet forming "a very. opulent set of

people", their lands being kept "in the most perfect t::::'c.’lfs;-:r"'..,..3 Thanet seed

cultivation for the London market expanded appreciably before 1816, especially
| 4

radish, spinach, mustard and cabbage.

I'he Thanet Magazine in August 1817 referred to

1e John Lewis, The History and Antiquities Ecclesiastical and Civil of the
- Isle of Tenet \172%), T, 14.

2e Pilkington, op.-cit., 17-18.
e N ;[_}_Ji-_(j._-, 16’ 25-6o

4. The New'Margéte, Ram.sgai:e and Broadstairs Guide (6th. Ed., Margate, 1816),
Ope Ccit., 10,
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"the failure of the apple tree in Thanet ﬁhlcg has long been
a subject of complaint and regret. All that part of the
island which lies between Ramsgate road and the marsh possesses
a soil in the highest degree favourable to the growth of

orchards ... The inclination which is nearly south 1s also
exactly what could be desired. Though the apple was never
cultivated for purposes of gain in Thanet, yet we are assured,
that every farmhouse, particularly in this track, had its
orchard. In the remembrance of the older inhabitants, these
plantations were in a most thriving state, and much more than
supplied the wants of the neighbourhood. Many hundred sacks
of apples were beaten down with care, sold for 2s. 6d., the
sack, and sent into the northern parts of the kingdom by
returning colliers. Several of these orchards are now grubbed
up and converled into cornfields; in other instances they exhibit
the wrecks of their former beauty, and display here and there.
old straggling trees tottering in decay ... This is & subject

of considerable interest, and has occasioned much speculation'. (1)

Because Thanet farmers responded to the increasing opportunities offered

by an expanding London market, they showed little interest in the more immediate
demands on their own door-step, and potatoes were another crop which served to

further this commercial end. A county agricultural report early in July 1817

noted how

"we have an unexampled number of acres of Potatoes planted this
. year; the soil of Thanet is proved to produce perhaps the best
quality of any, and the Loundon market' is greatly supplied from

thence, particularly as the conveyance by water is so very
reasonable; this causes. the London potato merchants to

contract for large quantities, particularly from Margate and
Ramsgate". (2) ,

In a somewhat sarcastic frame of mind, Mrs. Pilkington recalled how in 1812 she

"certainly [Eag7 as delicious potatoes as can be eaten in Irc—:~18.1.1d"«.3

As a domestically minded ‘lady she appreciated that fruit and vegetables

cultivated in Thanet had to be protected "from the keen blasts, either by
riging hills,; or erected walls: from this circumstance a ga:é'den is much more

beneficial than an orchard", particularly for gﬁeltefing fruit trees and for
training "against the walls" peaches, apricots, or greengages,4 but even this

safeguard did not offer complete protection as was apparent at the end of June

1817.

il

1. The Thanet Magazine (August 1817), 123.

2e The Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, 8 July 1817, 4c.
3 o Pilkington, op. cit., 16.

4.  TIbid., 18.
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"In the orchard and fruit garden, as far as the Isle of Thanet
is concerned, ... we have to report a very general failure of
crops. The cold nights of May and June not only destroyed the
bloom, but also in many instances the whole of the spring
shoots, even of the hardiest of trees. Wall fruit has very
generally suffered, and we looked in vain this day, over one
of the best walls in the Island, for a single dozen of peaches.
Apple trees made repeated attempts to blossom, but being as
often ussailed by their nightly cnemy the frost, all their
endeavours were frustrated. Even the hardiest trees, plums and
damsons, have no produce, except only in very sheltered
situations, and where they receive protection from close
plantations. Gooseberries and currants in some places have

their usual quantity of fruit; in others they ... have suffered
in a similar manner ...

In the kitchen garden also much injury has been received from
the late frosts. Cauliflowers and winter lettuce have been
SCarce ... oSpring sown seed has very generally failed ...

Asparagus has produced a very -bad crop ... On the whole, the

present season has been most unpropitious to the labours of
the horticulturist". (1)

Only onions sown in August and deep rooted vegetables, notably early potatoes,

| 2
offered any prospect of good crops. The overall position for that year
improved somewhat during July and August. July's weather proved to be favourable

to the fruit garden, "thus in a degree making amends for the mischief occasioned

by the cold and dry weather of sp::':'i'.ng"',,3 and August rains favoured the labours

of_ the hortl cultur:i’.szt«...4

Another way to overcome locé,l shortages was ttjo,d:riaw on suppiies from
elsewhere in Kent, from other English counties or from the ‘Con'tinent by taking
advantage of East Kent'f?. proximity to Europe. France is visible from Broadstairs
and Ramsgate_which with Margate are as near to Belgium as they are to London.5

Fruit growing was a réiéfi:%ely ﬁnimportant farmine sector in Kent at the

beginning of the nineteenth century and even in 1870 it was 'still not of vital

importance  to the Ken’gish economy, despite an expansion in the acreage under

frui’g_:...6 Fruit from orchards around Faversham, Rainham or Maidstone was shipped

1. Report dated 29 June, The Thanet Magazine (June 1817), 22-4,

5.  Ibvid. (July 1817), 78,
4. . Ibid. (August 18117), 122, o .
5. F- Wi JeSSU.p, Kent“*HiStOE:Y“'IllU_Strated”(gnd- Ed-’ Maidstone, 1973)’ 5-

6.  David Harvey, "Fruit Growing in Kent in "thé_Niﬁef“é‘enfh Century",
Archaeologia Cantiana, Volume ILXXIX (1964), 95, 96-8; reprinted also in
Ed: M. Roake and J. Whyman, Essays in Kentish History. (1973).
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to the London market. The Thanet towns were in competition W*i’chjother

powerful markets, most of all London. In 1800 the main fruit producing region
in Kent embraced the area around Maidstone, where there was a long tradition of
fruit cultivation, Edward Hasted noting that "in the neighbourhood of Maidstone

the plantations of apples are very large"1 , but in the county as a whole fruit
was losing ground to the more profitable cultivation of hops, for which there

were extensive demands in Kent and from the larger brewers of London. Hasted

was aware of this trend only too clearly in 1797.

"As to orchards of apples, pears, plumbs, and cherries, there are
great_numbers of them everywhere, but not so much as formerly,
especially of the latter; many of them having been destroyed

and converted- into hop grounds ... The hop-grounds have
increased greatly of late years, and about Maidstone, Faversham
and Canterbury especially, hops are the principal commodl'lsy of

the country ... These plantations, amounting to many thousand
acres Lg're of the greatest advantage to the county, they employ

great numbers of the neighbouring poor, not only in their

cultivation, but in the making of the bagging for them: the
greatly increase the wvalue of the woodlands ?Eor hop pole_7v
and are the cause of much money being circulated within the
county every year', (2)

From Faversham during the 1770's six hoys sailed alternately every week

to London "with corn of all sorts, amounting, in very plentiful years, to

40,000 quarters per annul, ... [;nd ther§7 are e.lseﬁsome other vessels employed
in carrying wool, apples, pears, and clerries, to London and other parts, in

the season“....3 Whether "other parts" included Thanet is simply not known, but

during August 1810 so insatiable were Londm's demands for fruit that "the
garden robbers have begun their annual plunder of wall fruit, and the produce

of the hothouses, in the neighbourhood of .the metropolis, which.are generally

conveyed*to town in gigs, and market carts".4

1. Hasted, op. cit., Volume I (2rd, Ed., Canterbury, 1797), 267.
2é Ibld., 267=-8,

Je Edward J'e.c'ob -The History of the Town and Port -of Faversham, in the
County of T(ent 1774), 66=T;also J. Whyman, Introduction to the reprint
oL Jacob‘s History of Faversham (Sheerness, 1974), 24.

4 The Morn:l.g Chronicle, 7 August 1810, 3a.
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The movement of fruit to London was paralleled by the -shipm'*ept' of

market garden produce; "there are ... acres of rich garden ground, in the

- western part of this coﬁht:,r, and in the environs of London, mostly used for the

supply of the metr0polis“.1 Although Sandwich was surrounded by market gardens,

their produce was attracted to London or was conveyed to Deal for provisioning

shipping at anchor in the Downs, including East and West Indiamen and naval

ey

vessels., During the Napoleonic Wars. Deal enjoyed national significance as a

naval station.2

The Thanet resorts and their visitors suffered from scarcities of fruit

and vegetables during the early decades of the nineteenth ceni:uryﬂwhich were
caused by adversc climatic circumstances, by a local enthusiasm for the London
market‘, and by the shipment of fruit and vegetables cultivated elsewhere in
Kent mainly to London. In Decerﬁber 1802 Mr, Peacock submitted.a report to the

Court of Directors of the Royal Sea Bathing Infirmary for turning its land "to

account":

- "Could anything better be done than appropriating the greatest

part of it to the J_purposes of M? The cdénsumption
of Vegetables £ considerable in the House at present, and
will be far more so when our family is enlarged, and what

might be spared would find a most ready market in Msrgate. (3)

The directors learned during January 1805 that "the Grounds ... were completely
laid down and cultivated, that the Potatoes were likely to produce the sum of
20 guineas, exclusively of 10 sacics reserved for the use of the II_Inf:‘i.rma_,:r'y"..,.ﬂr
Meat and dairy products were often plentifully supplied from imports.
During August 1814 it was reported from Marggte that "the packet boats from

Ostend bring ... plenty of provisions of all kinds, which are sold at a very

1.  Hasted, op. cit., Volume I (2nd. Ed., Canterbury, 1797), 268.

2e J. Whyman, "Rise and Decline: Dover and Deal in the Nineteenth Century",
- Archaeologia Cantiana, VolumelXXXIV (1969), 126-8.,

De The Court of Directors' Meeting, 16 December 1802, General Sea Bathing
| Infirmary, London Committee-Minute Book, 1801=11, 33.

4o Ibld., 15 January 1805, 108,
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cheap ra’ce'%" During September 1814 the importation of butter and eggs into
Margate was "immense", but "of the best great quantities are sent from hence

to the London markets", and the rest "are sold here at 14 for {s. and the

butter at 1s. per lb," 2 Also shipped into Margate from Ostend during

P

September 1814 were sheep and oxen.,” From all accounts this import trade

cannot have been large, though it may have grown by 1814 compared to 1808, when

it was stated that

"the whole number of packets, hoys 5;7 boats, ... which now
belong to this port, is about 70: the hoys are chiefly
employed in the conveyance of corn, and other produce of the
farms in the Isle of Thanet, to the London markets. The

average quantity of corn annually shipped from this port
for the last four or five years has amounted to about
24,000 guarters”, (4)

In 1811 Margate's trade was largely "confined to the shipment of grain, the

produc; of the country adjacent, for the London market",
Local fishing to some extent guaranteed fish supplies, in quantities

which were often plentiful and fresher than would hawve been the case inland.,

The Thanet coastal towns were by tradition fishing c4:)1'1:11:11.111:‘i'.1::’1.n'e.s...6 In Margate

"the improvement of the harbour, and the great resort of

company to this ccast, have occasioned a considerable increase
in the number of tishing and other craft belonging to this

port; so that the town is not only sufficiently supplied with
fish for its own consumption, but considerable quantities are
likewise sent to the Metropolis". (7)

Holidaymsking revived Margate's fishing indU.S‘tI"y-B

According to the time of the year residents or holiday makers had a choice

1s  The Morming Post, 27 August 1814, Za.
2e Ibid., 14 September 1814, 3d.

e Ibid., 23 September-1814; 3c. -

4. Wedlake Brayley, op. cit., 959.

De Holden's Ammual London and Country Directory of the United Kingdoms and
- Wales (1811), op. cit. "
6. This fact was established li_n_i5_‘86_by___Wilij,a.t;l_C_gmt_ien_ﬂin his Britannia: or
a_Chorographical Description of Great Britain and Irelsnd: also see

Chapter I for some consideration of the history of the Thanet towns as
early fishing communities, '

'Te Wedlake Brayley, op. cit., 958-9.

8e The -New Margate, Ramsesate and Broadstairs Guide (6th. Ed,, Margate,
18165} op. cit., 42; also see Chapter 11l above,
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of skate, small cod, haddock, whitings, soles, mackerel and herrings "in

their seasons", eels, lobsters, purges, oysters and other'shellfish.1 Margate
2

had ty 1811 a daily fish market and two fishmongers.  Because fishing seasons,
like agricultural seasons, were unpfedictable, there were variations in the

quantities of fish caught and fluctuations in prices. MNrs. Pilkington recalled

a visit to Margate's fish market in 1812, where she met some friends who had

just bought a large dish of crimped skate:

"I have bought as much fish for one shilling, as I would
have given five for in London. We are fortunate ... in not
having been here last surmer, as the fisherman informs me

the generality of fish forsook the coast, and that for days
together the poor men returned with empty boats". (3)

Mackerel were in such abundance in 1812 that boats were engaged to carry

them to Lon.don.4 Salmon was so costly a treat that Mrs., Pilkington could not

recollect ever having seen any during her stay at Margate, but turbots were

brought in now and then, and lobsters, crabs and shrimps could he had "in

great quantities, at certain periods". ©Small eels were sold "at a low price,

but the larger kind are nearly as dear as those sold in the metropolis". As

for the local oysters, "1 do not admireq[?hos§7'which.are collected upon this
5

coast".” For three pairs of soles, which measured about 10 inches, 6d. only

was given, and "for six pairs rather inferior, the same sum.".6 She went also

to Pegwell to purchase shrimps, where at the Belle Vue tavern, overlooking

Pegwell Bay, she enjoyed shrimps, rolls and coffee.7

Shogs and Shogging.

Up to the 1760's Margate was reckoned to be & village and was less well

1. Wedlake Brayley, op. cit., 959; The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs
Guide (6th. Ed., Margate, 1816), op. cit., 42-3.

2o Holden's Annusl London and Count Directory of the United Kingdoms and
Wales (1811), op. cit.

5. Pilkington, op. cit., 125-6.
4; Ibid., 127.

5 1lbid., 127-8,

6. Ibid., 128.

7. Ibid., 161-2.
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1

endowed with shops than a market town. By 1770 this situation had changed

very considerably: "Margate is now as well supplied with shops, as most other

publick places, and there are many very reputable tradesmen, in all branches

of business".2 Ten years later Margate's shops were "well furnished, with

3

the various Articles of Trade in all Branches"o,” "A line of fashionable shops"

shared the new and spacious Cecil Square of the 1770's with the assembly rooms

and "some good houses erected by persons of fortune for their own use', all of

which was "paved in imitation of the streets of London“q..."i1r

Not all of Margate's shops were considered to be elegant or fashionable

in 1799:

"The lower order of the natives are cunning, avaricious,

disrespectful, ... though their bread of life is for ever
sweetened by the industrious honey bees from London, who

yearly distribute the essence of their winter labour among
them ... Church-field and Cecil-square form the principal

part of the new town, and there would have been a tolerable

opening from thence toward the London and Ramsgate roads, but
the intervening ground, in different patches, 11_1_.3_57 been

unfortunately purchased by several of the low shopkeepers of
Margate, who have conjunctively built upon it a few paltry

huts, forming an insignificant row, which they call Cranbourn-
alley". (5)

Initially 1t was Margate which forged ahead in the provision of shopping
facilities but by 1812 the ever-observant female eye of Mrs. Pilkington

noticed that shops were prominent among the more recent improvements of
Ramsgate: "the company who resorted to this place were forrmerly under the
necessity of going to Margate to make what purchases they required, but they
have now a very good market, with shops of every description".6 In support of

this observation The Times had noted how in September 1804 "several fashionable

visitors from Ramsgate drove about [ﬁargatg e+ and lounged in the principal

1. J. Lyons, A Description of the Isle of Thanet. and Partlcularl of the
- Town of Margate (1763), 14. . -

2 The Margate Guide ,.. In a Letter.to = Friend (1770), op. cit., 21.
3¢ The Margate-Guide-(1780), op. ¢it., 18.
4. Seymour, op, cit., 557; also see Chapter IV above.

5. Carey, op. cit., 13-4,
6. Pilkington, op. cit., 153.
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sh0ps".1 Some leading London shopkeepers established seasonal businesses at
the seaside. During July 1806 Collins, Jones and Co., who were Milliners and
Dressmakers to H.R.H. the Duchess of York, of 155 New Bond Street, advertised

that they had moved for the season part of their business to No. 6, Hawley

2
Square, Margate.

Margate thus acquired markets from 1777 onwards, increasing shopping
facilities from the 1760's onwards, and was also the venue for two summer fairs,

which were held annually on 24 June and 24.August.3 The growth of shopping

facilities in Margate between 1796 and 1811 is shown in the table which follows.
TABLE 20: SHOPPING FACILITIES IN MARGATE IN 1

6 AND 1811. (4)
Food and Drink 1796 1811

Bakers | 11 15
Pastry Cooks ”

Gingerbread Baker 1
Butchers 5 8
Porkman 1
Poulterers > 1
Fishmongers 5
Grocers 1 6
Tea Dealer
Greengrocers 5
2

Fruiterers

Cowkeeper, Dairyman or Milkman
Beer Merchant

Wine and Spirit Merchants

N = o=b > g = O

Clothes and Apparel

Shoemakers
Tailors
Cloth Warehouse

Hatters
Milliners

Straw Hat Maker
Staymakers

Linen Drapers
Watchmakers
Perfumer

O\l
p—
- Oy = = YT

- Ay N W N
+» ~J

1¢ The Times, 7 September 1804, 3Je,
2a .l-.tlj_-_(_l_-, 19July 1806.
%3¢ °~ Seymour, op. cit., 553.

4. The UPiﬁérsal British Dirgcto *joberade Commerce and Manufacture (1796),
Op. cit., and Holden's Annual london and Count Directory of the United

Kingdoms and Wales (1811), op. cit.



- 419 -

Miscellaneous 1796 1811

Booksellers and Stationers 2
Libraries 5
Hairdressers 8
Toy Dealers

Chemists and Druggists

China and Glass Dealer

Earthenwareman

Laundresses

Mangler

Gunsmith 1
Saddlers 1
Ironmongers 1
Music Factory

Silversmith 1
Tallow Chandler 1
Basket Maker

Manteau Makers 2

S NP N2 = HINOJW N

el amdy

These flgures reveal an appreciable expansion in the number and a slight

increase overall in the range of shops in Margate between 1796 and 1811:

TABLE 21:¢: DITTO SUMMARY TABLE

Category Total No. of No, of Trades
Outlets Listed
1796 1811 1796 1811
Food and Drink 42 58 11 10
Clothes and Apparel 25 41 8 8
Miscellaneous 20 32 9 15
Total 87 13] 28 33

The expansion in the food and drink and clothes and apparel categories was not

one of variety so much as outlets which increased by %8% and 60% respectively.
Miscellaneocus outlets rose also by 60% and widened their range by two thirds

from nine different trades in 1796 to fifteen by 1811. Between 1796 and 1811

the total number of known shopping outlets in Margate rose by 44 units. Further
increases in number and variety occurred during the next three decades.
The shopkeepers of Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs catered for two sorts

of demand. All the year round demands from permanent residents or schools and

academies were supplemented by heavy seasonal demands during the summer months
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from visitors who resided in lodging houses or apartmer_lts and from hotels,
inns, taverns, dining-rooms, restaurants, coffee~rooms, or the Margate Sea
Bathing Infirmary (from the 1790'3), who required foodstuffs, beers, wines and
spirits, etc. In 1801 Margate, Ramsgate, Broadstairs ;Ild St. Peters constituted
a significant potential market of ‘9,444 inhabitants compared to the following
populations: 8,027 for the County Town of Maidstone; 9,642 for Canterbury, as
the premier Cathedral City and the focal point of East Kent; 6,195 for Deal and
Walmer, as respectively a provisioning or naval centre and a sea-side resort;
and 7,084 for Dover, as Kent's main cross-channel port. When full of summer
visitors the Thanet resorts comfortably exceeded the potential markets of
Maidstone or Canterbury.

The distributive trades have always played an important part in supplying
the needs of holiday makers. Demands for basic goods, such as food or candles,
were supplemented by the more fleeting fancies of the holiday~-making public.
There was a more varled and higher retail demand per capita in holiday centres
than in the country as a whole, which was reflected in the employment offered
by retail shops of many kinds, from the sale of cakes and confectionery to all

food and provision shops, haberdashery, millinery, boots and shoes, medicinal
sundries, books, stationery, and souvenirs, The structure of the retail trade

as 1t evolved locally mirrored the characteristics of a town and the social
background of its inhabitants.1 Vieitors who took furnished rooms where they
did their own catering, and this was the major type of seaside accommodation
in eighteenth and nineteenth century resortls,2 created a large demand for
food and other basic necessities, as did a minority of very wealthy visitors,

who stayed in their own marine villas or estates, and boarding schools and

1 For instance, Alison Adburgham, Shops and Shogping, 1800-1914 (1964),
205; also T. C. Barker and Michael Robbins, A History of London Transport,

Volume T: The Nineteenth Century (1963), 201-2.
2. See Chapter III above.
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academies, which were drawn to the seaside by current vogues for sea-bathing

1
and sea al1r.

Thanet's urban shopkeepers, including the general dealer in the meaner

. . 2 .
streets, or nine unspecified shopkeepers known to exist in 1796, relied on
the buétie of the summer months to swell their annual takings. Their gross

earnings varied from year to year accc)*rding to the buoyancy and prosperity of
each éeason. Thelr well-being, like that of the holiday and entertainment
trades generally, depended on the observation from Margate in 1804 that "being
a fashionable bathing place, a good deal of loose money is scattered in it
every summer", while in neighbouring Deal "the resort ... of summer visitors

makes 5037 a brisk circulation of 1:r:lol:1ey'"_1...3 The greater the number of

visitors, and the more loose money they possessed, the more the prosperity

of everybody in a resort was assured,

Information on the turnover and profitability of these early shops 1is
non-existent. Title deeds throw some limited light on changes of owneréhip
and the purposes to which premises were put. For Margate forty title deeds
relate to one shop in the Market Place. In 1707 it was sold as a herring house

by William Norwood, a mariner, to John Bennett, a butcher. Attached to the

herring house was a well and a salt bin. During the eighteenth cnetury, as

the hanging and drying of herrings declined, so the buildings which had been

used for such purposes were converted to other commercial and even residential
uses. What had once been a herring house became a butcher's shop which in
1779 was leased to John Packer, a butcher. Ten years later the premises,
comprising a slaughter house, herring house and*‘stable, were sold by Thomas

Bennett to Thomas Tournay, a butcher from carre, and to John Drayton Sawkins,

1. See Chapter II above.

2 The Universal British Directo of Trade, Commerce and Manufacture

| 1796), op. cit.-
Se David Macpherson,

. Ammals of Commerce, Manufactures, Fisheries and
Navigation, 4 Vblumes'(18055, Appendix 4: A Commercial and Manufactural

Gazetteer of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

4.  As noted, for instance, in The Mareate Guide, A Descriptive Poem, with
Elucidatory Notes (Margate, 17975, 23; also see Chapter 11l above.
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Gent. This particular deed was drawn up by Jacob Sawkins who was a practising
attorney at No. 2., Hawley Street, and we;,s witnessed by his clerk, Michael
Mascall. In 1797 Thomas Tournay, having by now two slaughter houses, sold out
to William Hall of Wingham. Thereafter in 1801 and 1811 John Truig was in

1

business as a butcher, with a slaughter house and stable in the Market Place.

A though the business that holiday making brought to local tradesmen
created incomes in the immediate vicinity of the Thanet resorts, their demands
for goods to stock their shops and business premises benefited in turn suppliers
and manufacturers from further afield, including the Margate hoys trading corn
during the eighteenth century to London and returning with shop goods. There
was a sequence of economic linkages and business opportunities. Goods from
London and elsewhere came into the Thanet towns during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, to the material benefit of their manufacturers, suppliers,
carriers and the pier authoritiés s before passing over shop counters to be

consumed by the resident populations and visitors of Margate, Broadstairs and

Ramsgate. The same was true of imported foodstuffs or of goods supplied

locally by Canterbury and other wholesalers. The latter derived some proportion
of their business profits from commercial demands originating in the Thanet

Iresorts. *

The next section, which explores Thanet's economic dependence upon the
hoy and inward coastal shipments, shows how food, raw materials and other
commodities arrived from London, fro;n the North-East and from other English and
European ports. In addition, Canterbury assumed some importance in manufactur-
ing and supplying goods to retail and other businesses along the coast of Kent.
Canterbury was a more significant market than is suggested by its resident

population of 9,642 in 1801, which any how exceeded that of the County Town of

Maidstone at 8,027. Canterbury sustained manufacturers, wholesalers and high-

1. Included in the White Hart Hotel Deeds, Margate Public Library, Y0€0. 608,
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class retail shops, as a residential cathedral city, as a major coaching centre
on the London to Dover Road and between London and Thane‘l:,1 and as the natural

capital, shopping, commercial and social centre for a wide area of East Kent.

Canterbury, like the Thanet coastal towns, relied on certain outside supplies.

Daniel Defoe showed how its citizens were

"oblig'd to fetch all their heavy goods, either from Fordwich,
three miles off [t_he Stour gave smll vessels access up river
to Fordwich as Canterbury's river porﬂ , or from Whitstable
seven miles off; the latter they chuse for such heavy goods
as come from London; as oyl, wine, grocery, etc., because
'tis the less hazard by sea; but as for coals, deals, etc.,

they come by way of Sandwich, and are brought up the river
to Fordwich". (2)

Canterbury exhibited wealth and variety in its trading interests from its
geographical situation and economic and social importance. In 1776 the
Kentish historian, Charles Seymour, was residing in apartments in Canterbury,
wher he was a "Teacher of the Classics", presumably at the King's School. He
was impressed by the "several elegant and shewy Shops" of the C:'Li.'j,r.3
Canterbury's manufacturers, merchants, wholesalers and shopkeepers prospered
from the money spent by local residents and tourists to the City, some of whom
were holidaymakers travelling to and from the Thanet resorts. The coach

journey from London to Thanet involved initially a break of journey to change

4

coaches at Canterbury. This often meant an overnight stay, or at least a need

to take refreshments at one of the city's many inns. George Keate during the

)

1770's broke his journey at the Fountain Inn,” while John Baker spent the night

of 10 September 1777 at the Red Lion and the night of 14 October on his return

at the King's Head.6 Day trips which were taken by holiday makers staying in

1. See Chapter VI below.

2o Daniel Defoe, A Tour Through the Whole Island of Great Britain E 724—57 |
(Everyman's Library, Revised Ed., 1962), Letter II, 119; also J. Whyman,
"The Decay of Fordwich as a Port", in Ed: X. H. McIntosh, Fordwich the
Lost Port (1975), 201-3,

5. Seymour, op. cit., Title Page and 220.
4, See Chapter VI below.

e George Keate, Sketches from Nature,Tasken, and Coloured, in a Journe
to Margate (5th. Ed., 1802), 9, 18-24.

6. Yorke,‘op. cit., 417, 421.
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the Thanet resorts to such historical places as Canterbury or Dover meant
that money was spent to the benefit of their tradespeople. As early as 1763

visitors were recommended to undertake an extensive tour taking in Richborough,

1
Sandwich, Deal and Dover, before returning to Margate via Canterbury. Pre-

railway Canterbury also prospered to some extent from the expenditure of

- tourists of all nationalities passing through the city.

Canterbury wholesalers appeared in local newspapers before the middle of
the eighteenth cen:tury. The Kentish Post, or Canterbury News Letter, 19-22
March 1728-9, advertised the business operations of two Canterbury mercers.

"JOHN CASTLE, Silk Weaver from London, who has taken the Shop

where Mrs. Hunt lately liv'd in Mercery Street, Canterbury,

Makes and Sells all sorts of Mercer's Goods, as Brocades,
Damasks, €tC, eee

N.B. The Shop is now stock!d with choice, fresh and fashionable

Goods, which will be Sold, by Wholesale and ‘Retail, as Cheap
as in London; the Goods belng all New,

GEORGE FREND, Mercer, in- Christ Church'i’ard, Canterbury, Sells
all Sorts of Brocades, Damasks, etC,y, cee

NOTE, Mrs. HUNT who lived in Mercery Lane, being obliged to
leave off Trade, the abovesaid has' bought a Part of her Stock:

where all Centlewomen may depend upon kind usage with the best
of Goods, and at a very low Price", (2)

Early in April 1729 the same advertisements were joined by a third:

"DAVID KETCHERELL in Castle Street, Canterbury, Imports and Sells
all Sorts of Hollands and Flanders Linnen, ... Threads, Tapes,
and many other Sorts of Holland and Flanders Goods, ... All

Sorts of Tobacco, Imported, Cut and Dryed, by Him: and Sold
at Cheap Rates", §

Half a century later The Kentish Gazette, of 9;12 May 1781, contained the

advertisement of

"CALLAWAY, Silk Weaver and Mercer, No. 5, St. Alphege Lane,

Wholesale and Retail - Spring and Summer S1lks -~ Orders
punctually executed on the shortest Notice - As good

Workmansh:.p is the principal Cause of Smoothness, Brightness
~of Colours, and every other Perfection in Silk - the Ladies
will find, that this Manufactory is equal to the best in England". (4)

1. Lyons, op. cit., %4~5; also see Chapter III above.

2., IThe Kentish Post, or Canterbury News Letter, 19-22 March 1728-9, 4.
3. Ibid., 2-5 April 1729, 4.
4. Ihe Kentish Gazette, 9-12 May 1781, 1
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Here was a long advertisement which occupied one third of a column in a

sixteen colurn, four page newspaper; also "DE LASAUX, Silk Manufacturer and

Mercer, Hawkes Lane, Canterbury - Spring and Summer S:i.lks"',,,‘l which, too, was a

lengthy advertisement.

Canterbury thereafter continued to be a centre for wholesale trading

which over a twenty mile radius included the Thanet towns, Herne Bay, Deal,

Dover and Folkestone.

Thanet'!s FEconomic Dependence upon the Hoy and Inward Coastal ohipments.,

— T L SRR R T S S——-

The authors of guidebooks, beginning with John Lyons in 1763,2 gtressed

how important hoys were to the everyday life and provisioning of Margate as a

rapidly expanding resort:

"the varlous articles of trade are mostly furnished by a ready
and quick communication with London, by the Hoys. Was it not
for the assistance of these Vessels, it would be almost

impossible for Margate and the country round it to furnish
entertainment for the vast numbers of people, who resort

thither. They are Sloops of 80 or 100 tons burthen. There
are five of them, which sail in alternate weeks. Their Station

in the River is at Wool Key near the Custom-House. They usually

leave London on Wednesday or Thursday, and Margate on Friday
or Saturday". (%)

1. [The Kentish Gazette, 9 - 12 May 1781, 1.
French Protestant refugees, the descendants . _ .
of one of whom 1s suggested in the name of De Lasaux, had been primarily
responsible for introducing silk production into Canterbury, of which
Seymour, op. cit., 218, mentions that there were formerly in the city
2,000 French Protestants. The Canterbury silk industry developed a

consliderable fame; according to A New General Atlas containing a
Geographical and Historical Account of All the Fmpires. Kingdoms and

Other Dominions of the World (1721), 201, "the Silks wove at Canterbury
equal . 1f not exceed any foreign Silks; and being much esteem'd by our
Merchants great Quantities of 'em are sent to London". By the 1770's,

however, Seymour, op. cit., 219, noted that the industry was in decline,
for "notwithstanding the Silk Weavers, in respect of such colours, as are
tarnished by the smoke of London, have an advantage over those of

Spitalfields, this manufacture is now upon the decline", and "the chief

support of this City is, at the present time, its great Thoroughfare and
the Hop Trade",

2o Lyons, op. cit., 15; also see Chapter VI below.
3. The Margate Guide ,.. In a Tetter to a Friend (1770), op. cit., 21-2,
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Hoys in 1776 conveyed "great quantities of goods from London, for the
1

town and country" and, by virtue of "having a quick and easy Communication
with the Metropolis by Water", Margate!sshops were well-stocked with varied
articles.2 During the 1790!s Margate's shops continued to be "well-stocked
up from the London E[t::u:;rs",.3 which "nmot only bring a great part of the company,
but such necessaries, for their accommodation, as cannot be supplied by
Margate and the surrounding villages".4 What was true of Margate and its
vicinity applied equally to Herne Bay in 1793, with its single bathing machine
and "good accommodation" at two inns; it was "the station for two hoys which
bring goods from London for the convenience of Canterbury and this part of the
country", and "several colliers with coals 51597 visit this place for the
purpose above specified",

The Maritime Guide (circa 1804) noticed how "the hoys and yachts, which

go regularly between London and Margate, carry conveniently, and at a moderate
rate, the various necessities and luxuries required by so great a concourse of

visitors".6 Eight years later Mrs., Pilkington witnessed "different articles

which are brought for the use of the numerous inhabitants of this place, and its

environs, 5eing7 landed upon the Pier from the packets and other trading
7

vessela',

Apart from large quantities of coal, timber and building materials were
imported into the Thanet resorts, which were outside the province of the hoys.
Inward shipments of groceries, wines, clothing, millinery, guide books,
stationery or books were the means whereby the shops of Margate, Broadstairs

and Ramsgate were able to meet the varied demands of residents and summer

1. A New Display of the Beauties of England, Volume I (Brd. Ed., 1776),
op. cit., 207.

2, The Margate Guide (1780), op. cit., 18,
3. A Short Description of the Isle of Thanet (Margate, 1796), op. cit., 23,

4. The Margate Guide, A Descriptive Poem with Elucidatory Notes (Margate,
1797 s OD. Cit-’ THe

5- CozenS, OEI Cit-’ 451-21

6. The Maritime Guide (circa 1804), op. cit., 31-2.
7. Pilkington, op. cit., 65. |
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visitors.

Until fairly recently historians have concentrated too much attention on

roads, canals and railways as means to internal trading to the neglect of

rivers or coastal routes. Vessels sailing from the Thanet ports enjoyed direct

access to London and to other ports in the British Isles., After all, "the

sea ... was the equivalent of a great and most important river stretching right

round Great Britain", which was most "used on the east and sout ".1

Thanet!s own mariners, accustomed to sea voyages, were employed in

carrying the exports and imports of the locality. Margate had 20 mariners in

1796,2 and 21 master mariners and five mariners in 1811 .3 Schedules of rates

and duties attached to the Margate Improvement and Harbour Acts of 1787, 1799

and 1809 show how varied trading to and from the port was, proceeding in 1787

from "every Quarter of Wheat, Meal, Rye, Barley, Beans, Pease, Tares, Mustard

Seed, Canary Seed, and Seeds of every Denomination", to malt, oats, beer, ale,

wine, wool, yarn, cotton, fish oil, brass, copper, lead, coal, salt, cod, lime,

timber, trunks, chests, boxes, bricks, tiles, paving stones, marble, cheese,

potatoes, apples , pears, herrings, carriages, horses, sedan chairs, and "Hares,

Pheasants, and all other Game per Head".4 Added to the above in 1799 were

spirits, "Wine in Bottles per Dozen", or in casks, sugar, tallow, crates of

glassware and earthenware, stoves, ranges or grates, furniture, billiard tables,

harpsichords, spinets, pianofortes and salrm:;n,.5 while straw, oilcake, spirits

in bottle<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>