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PREFPACE

This study examines aspects of pre-railway holidaymaking and resort
development, with particular reference to Margate. The coastal towns of
Thanet have notable post-medieval histories, apart from their rise as
seaside resorts. These aspects are considered in Chapter 1.

Kent's contribution to the history of English holidaymaking has
been significant and this fact is fully reflected in the rise of Margate
as a seaside resort from the middle of the eighteenth century onwards,
when medical publicity was bestowed upon sea water and sea air. This
background boost to early holidaymaking and Margate'!s importance in
the development of sea bathing are examined in Chapter II.

The next three chapters show the achievements of Margate before 1815
in terms of physical expansion, the provision of essential entertairments
and the development of leading commercial sectors. Chapter VI demonstrates

how communications by road and water contributed enormously to Margate'ls
overall growth and character as a sea side resort.

Chapters VII and IX point to significant changes in the social
composition of visitors and in patterns of holidaymaking between the
1760's and the 1840's. A history of the Royal Sea Bathing Hospital
in Chapter VIII illustrates once again Margate's importance in the

history of sea bathing. It reveals how poorer people benefited from
sea bathing and sea air.

Although parallel developments in Broadstairs and Ramsgate are
mentioned to some extent, and in particular an unique personal record
of a three week holiday to Ramsgate during July and August 1829, the
main emphasis is on Margate,*as one of England's oldest sea side resorts,
rising to early maturity because of advantageous water communications,

being one of few pre-railway resorts to entertain society's lower orders,

becoming, therefore, the first sea side resort to acquire a !'popular?
image.
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1o

INTRODUCTION
It .is now over thirty years since the first classic history of

English holidaymaking appeared, namely Mr. J.A.R. Pimlott's The

Englishman's Holiday: A Social History (1947). It was preceded by an

important article in January 1939 in The Scottish Geographical Magazine

on "The Growth of Inland and Seaside Health Resorts in England' by

Professor E.W. Grillzaez:'t,1 who subsequently wrote a second major study

entitled Brighton: 014 Ocean's Bauble (1954), with its two important

opening chapters on "Holiday Towns and the Holiday Industry" and "The Rise
of English Seaside Resorts".2 The 1950's ended with J.A. Williamson's

The English Channel: A History (1959), followed eight years later by
A. Hern, The Seaside Holiday: The History of the English Seaside Resort

(1967). Reprints of the major works by Gilbert and Pimlott appeared

respectively in 1968 and 1976.

Supplementing these and other general histories of seaside holidays
5

and resorts,

4

have been several useful histories of particular resort

towns.” The greatest flowering of literary output, however, belongs to

the later 1970's, and particularly to 1977 and 1978 with the appearance
of the following works:

1. E.W. Gilbert, "The Growth of Inland and Seaside Health Resorts in
England", The Scottish Geographical Magazine, Volume 55 (1939).

ce BE.W. Gilbert, Brighton: 01d Ocean's Bauble (1954), 1 - 32.

5 Such as Ed: Yvonne Cloud, Beside the Seaside (1938); H.K. Cook,
Over the Hills and Far Away: Three Centuries of Holidays (1947);
C. Marsden, The English at the Seaside 1947); H.G. Stokes, The
Very First History of the English Seaside (1947); or Ruth Manning-

sanders, Seaside land (1951). It is noteworthy how an initial
spate of publications coincided with the ending of the Second World

War anr.;l the universal implementation of guaranteed paid holidays,
following upon the Report of .the Committee on Holidays with Pay,
Cmnd. 5724 (1938), and the Holidays with Pay Act of 1938, the full
benefits of which had been postponed by-the war itself.--- - -

4.  For instance,.F.A. Bailey, A History of Southport (Southport, 1955);

D.5. Young, The Story of Bournemouth (1957); P. Russell, A History of
Torquay (Torquay, 1960); Ed. . Edwards, Scarborough, 966~1966
(Scarborough, 1966); I.J. Bartley, The Story of Bexhill (Bexhill-bn-Sea
1971); f a Town ( |

C.H. Bishop, Folkestone: The Story o 1973); or
d« Whyman, "A Hanoverian Watering Place: Margate before the Railway",

in Ed: A. Everitt, Perspectives in English Urban History (1973), 138-60.



ii.

Muriel Searle, Bathing Machines and Bloomers (1977); Alan Delgado,

The Annual Outing and Other Excursions (1977); John Iowerson and

John Myerscough, Time to Spare in Victorian England (Hassocks, 1977) 3

James Walvin, Beside the Seaside: A Social History of the Popular Seaside
Holiday (1978); Janice Anderson and Edmund Swinglehurst, The Victorian
and Edwardian Seaside (1978);‘l and John Walton, The Blackpool Tandlady:

A Social History (Manchester, 1978). A4 1979 definitive thesis on

Holidaymaking in Victorian Margate, 1870-19002 deserves also a mention
on any respectable bibliography of post-war histories of seaside holiday-
making and resorts. Just as Miss Stafford's thesis fills an important

gap in historical kmowledge, so far as later Victorian Margate is concerned,

so it is the intention and hope of this thesis that it fills an equally
important gap in Margate's history between circa 1736 and circa 1840, for

prior to now and 'in comparison with some other resorts Margate has attracted

1little attention™ .3

Despite this expanding volume of well-researched literature on the

rise of English seaside towns, not to mention an extensive literature on
them in contemporary sources from at least the 1750's onwards, this
important social and urban phenomenon still receives a poor press in any

overall surveys of early nineteenth century living standards, town develop-

ment or general economic and social history. Economic historians have been

1« This is a lavishly illustrated book which visualizes an important
aspect of recent social history by drawing upon a rich historical

1e§acy of Victorian and Edwardian times, in the form of contemporary
prints, photographs, postcards and posters, all of which are now

expensive collectors! items. It has a total of 193 illustrations.
Apart from those which appear within the text, 91 out of the 160 pages
of this book are devoted wholly to visual material and seven of its
nine chapters are followed by ten or more pages of illustrations.

2. (Miss) F.M. Stafford, Holidaymaking in Victorian Margate, 1870-1900,

Kent M.Phil. Thesis (1979), the Introduction to which contains a

very g?od summary of the background literature relating to the history
of holidays, excursions and seaside resorts, especially 5 - 13.

3. Ibid., 13.
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pre-occupied mainly with examining the history of economic activities and
trends; 1in looking at developments in population, towns, agriculture,
industry, trade, communications, investment, banking, public finance,
taxation, prices, employment, wages and living standards. On all those
past aspects of a developing economy there is a voluminous and sometimes
controversial literature. Overlapping somewhat with the work of economic
historians has been the interest of historical geographers in-'the history
and development of settlement patterns.

While economic historians have been locked in heated debate for some
considerable time over the question of working-class living standards
between 1780 and 1850, they have commented but little on the development of
leisure, and particularly on the diffusion of the holiday habit from the
nobility, gentry, clergy and a few wealthy merchants and professional people
in the eighteenth century, to the expanding middle classes and certain
tradespeople during the nineteenth century, not to mention the popular

development of day excursions, the latter assuming no small significance in

the 183%0's when the low=-cost river traffic on the Thames to Greernwich and

Gravesend was at its most competitive per.’t.od..,‘I Ieisure appears as a neglected

aspect of English Economic and Social History for all periods before the
latter part of the nineteenth century, and this is so despite an irmense
contemporary and modern literature on just one element of the whole leisure

industry, namely inland spas and seaside resorts. Historians generally have

Tocused their attention too narrowly upon industry and work. Yet people

have always had some free time to themselves. Is it not truly amazing that

the famous debate on working class standards of living ignores almost

completely the possibility that rarticipation in leisure or day excursions

represents one fair indicator of material betterment or human happiness?

1. See: T.C. Barker and Michael Robbins, A Histo

f Tondon Transport
Volume I (1963), 42-3. - - ’
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This thesis will demonstrate how it was steamboats and not railways

which pioneered popular cheap day excursions from Iondon to such expanding
resorts as Gravesend and Margate from the 1820's omvards.1 Thereafter,
both steamboats and railways, as well as public parks, thrived on Sunday

excursions, so that it was possible for The City Press to observe how on

Sunday, 16 August 1857, about Im. Iondoners "were engaged in what has

e It is

been characterized as the 'public desecration of the Sabbatht'.
charitable to think that perhaps historians hawve been overwhelmed by the

sheer magnitude of leisure, for it is a huge and varied topic, covering

a multitude of interests and activities.3

While historical geographers and others have provided some useful
studies on the rise and growth of certain resorts, they have narrowed
their interest rather to the size and urban morphology of selected resorts
through time, paying often but scant attention to the day-to-day economic
life of the resorts - why people came, where they came from, how they came,
how they spent their time once they had arrived, where they stayed, how

much money they spent and the multiplier effects of all this on the loecal

area, and even on more distant regions, in terms of generating income,

increased employment and capital investment.
Such omissions in English social and urban history are capable of

rectification, particularly since any study of the history of seaside resorts

or the rise of the popular seaside holiday can be quite easily justified;

in the words of James Walvin, for instance:

1. oee Chapter VI below.

2. The City Press, 22 August 1857, 3.

5« See, for instance, R.W. Malcolmson,

Popular Recreations in English
Society, 1700-1850 (C.U.P., 1973).
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"The English summertime rush to the sea 1s 80
customary, so fixed a part of the nation's annual
routines, that it seems scarcely to require
explanation.../but/ there is, however, a...
complex historical dimension to /The/story,...
/and/ the story itself is quite remarkable.

By 1900 millions of people had come to regard:

a visit to the seaside as a fact of urban life,
yet a century before only the upper reaches of

English society had been able - or even thought
it worthwhile - to visit the seaside." (1)

In one sense examining the history of the seaside holiday, or
explaining what transformed small coastal towns and villages into "classic
Victorian cities, catering for the varied leisure demands of urban people',
demand '"not so much a stwdy of resorts themselves but an investigation
into the wider, shifting economic patterns of an advanced industrial
society". ™ No resort has ever developed or prospered in a vaccum, divorced
from wider economic and social influences. 'Basic historical :IE‘orces"3
have shaped the general history of both seaside holidays and resorts.

The first and earliest of these forces was associated with medical thinking
on sea water, sea air, sea bathing and ozone .4 Seagide holidays quite
literally developed out of publicity bestowed on the alleged medical
adventages of sea water treatment during the 1750's and 1760's. Finding
out who could afford to benefit from 'the gospel of the sea', being mindful
that taking a holiday cost money, added to which certain expenses were
still attached to running a home, while residing elsewhere at the seaside,
introduces a second basic historical force, as determined by the social

structure and living standards of British soc:’n.etyi..h5 Over the eighteenth

1« Je. Walvin, Beside the Seaside: A Social History of the Popular
Seaside Holm—(_)*—y—_&— y (1978), 11,

2. Ibid., 11 - 12,

3. Ibid., 156.

4. See Chapter II Be}ov}r;

5 e Seeq*Cbapter VII belc‘w;r.‘ﬁ F




and nineteenth centuries more and more people acquired time and found the
money to visit the seaside. Yet another major influence arises out of
developments and changes in commmﬂcations,1 there being several historians
who would argue that transport facilities have contributed most to the
emergence and expansion of seaside resorts.2 For James Walvin

"seaside resorts are united by their common historical
reliance on communications with the major cities.

Indeed, their history can often be written in terms of
the changing methods of transportation." (3)

Thus, Margate in its relationship to London emerged as an early seaslde

watering place because the town was '"easily reached by boat down the

Thames. nk

In another sense, however, '""to claim that the English seaside holiday

was created by changes in English soclal and economic life does not tell

us a great deal about the resorts themselves, or about the vast differences

between them", for although on the surface there appears to be a certain

similarity in their history, equally '"it takes only a few cursory visits to

the coast to appreciate that the differences are more striking than the
similarities, 2 Hanoverian and Victorian descriptions tell much the s‘ame

story, in such a way as to show quite clearly that many local factors have

shaped the develorment and fortunes of particular resorts,6 which becomes

one good reason for studying their specific histories. As between the

three Thanet resorts of Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate, the increasing

1. See Chapter VI below.

2. dJ. Anderson and E: swinglehurst, The Victorian and Edwardian Seaside
(1978), 18, certainly support a widely held view that communications
bhave determined the fortunes of most English seaside resorts.

3. Walvin, op.cit., 156.
4, 1Ibid., 156; also see Chapter VI below.

5- Walvj.n, OE-Cit-, 156- | oo

For instance, '"The Advantages and Facilities fo£ Sea Bathing which
Margate in particular Possessed and Exploited, as an Early Sea
Bathing Resort", as detailed in Chapter II below.
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popularity of Margate compared to the selectness of Broadstalrs was a

constant theme in guide books from the 1780's onwards, whlle Ramsgate

1
celebrated "both as a watering place and a place of commerce" in the 1880's,

with its harbour facilities and commercial importance, has never been so

overwhelmingly a seaside resort in the sense that Margate and Broadstairs

have been.
The emergence of popular seaside resorts is attributed invariably

to railways, even though it is well documented that several English resorts

originated in the middle of the eighteenth century from contemporary

publicity bestowed on drinking and bathing in sea water as well as inhaling
and sniffing sea air and ozone, which had the effect of shifting preferences
for medical treatment, holidays and convalescence away from inland spas to

the extensive coastline of the British Isles. Georgian seaside resorts

derived much of their initial growth and prestige from well-publicized

patronage by royalty and the upper classes,2 who were often prevented from

undertaking continental travel until after the conclusion of the Napoleonic

Wars in 1815.°

It is difficult to quarrel with the overall assertion that "Kent and

Sussex between them can claim to have done more than most counties to

develop the seaside holiday." 4 By 1851 seaside resorts featured prominently

in the urban scene and not least of all in Xent and Sussex. Whereas the

1. Historical and Descriptive Guide to the Isle of Thanet (1883), 48.

2. Both national and provincial newspapers were particularly influential
in publicizing the presence of individuals and families of royal and
notable distinction at Georgian and Hanoverian seaside resorts.

5« General and specific support for the statements contained in this
paragrapl_; can be found in the following references emong others: =
JeA.R. Pimlott, The Englishman's Holiday: A Social History (1947);

A. Hern, The Seaside Holiday: The History of the English Seaside
Resort (1967); Walvin, op.cit.; and Whyman, op.cit.

4. L. Taylor, Iondon's Coast and Countryside (1950), 17. « -
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North and the Midlands witnessed developments in industry, commerce and
town growth, counties in the South East of England, notably Kent and Sussex,
were prominent in the development and expansion of seaside resorts.
Published in three volumes in 1841 was Dr.A.B. Granville's The Spas of

Eggland,and Principal oea~-Bathing Places. The seaside resorts which he

1

ranked as 'principal! numbered 36, two-thirds of which lay south and east

of a line linking the Wash and the Bristol Channel, a quarter or nine of
which were located in Kent and Sussex, namely Margate, Broadstairs, Ramsgate,
Dover, Hastings, Eastbourne, Brighton, Worthing and Iittlehampton. There
were other places in Kent which he might have visited, such as Deal and

the steamboat resorts of Gravesend and Herne Bay.

An equally impressive record of the importance of the South Eastern
resorts appears in the 1851 Census, which enumerated eleven English
"watering-places' of importance on the coast, namely Brighton, Ramsgate,
Margate, Worthing, Weymouth, Scarborough, Ryde, Cowes, Ilfracombe, Dover

and Torquay,2 only one of which, Scarborough, lay north of a line drawn

linking the Thames and Severn estuaries, whereas two, Brighton and Worthing,

were in Sussex and three, Margate, Ramsgate and Dover, were in Kent. More~
over the combined population of these eleven seaside resorts over the first

half of the nineteenth century had risen from 39,447 in 1801 to 163,360 in
1851, which produced in effect a percentage increase over these fifty years
of 314%. Only two relativel;;r small towns engaged largely in the manufacture
of straw plait achieved over the same half century a higher percentage
increase of 351%. . Eleven English seaside resorts, five of which .were in

Kent and Sussex, claimed a higher rate of population increase between 1801

1« A.B. Granville, The Spas of England, and Principal Sea-Bathirg
Places, 3 Volumes \1841).

Qe Census of Great Britain, 1851 : Po
xlix; quoted also by Gilbert

ulation Tables I
g Op.cit., 2.

, /16317 (1852);



and 1851 than 212 "Towns in all Classes" (176%); than Iondon (146%);
than 99 county towns (122%); than 26 seaports other than Iondon (195%);
than 51 manufacturing towns (224%), including 14 based on cotton (282%) 3

than 28 mining and hardware towns (217%), including eight based on coal

(192%), or seven based'on iron (289%)«...‘l
Clearly by 1851 seaside towns had acquired in the words of Professor

Gilbert "real significance in the life of the nation as a whole",2 as

urban phenomena of significance in their own right, particularly in the
more rural counties of Southern England where they were important outposts
of an increasingly urban society, for had not the population of England

and Wales doubled over fifty years, shifting from being 75% rural in 1801

to 50% urban by 18512 Kent and Sussex escaped much of the factories, mills,
slums, grime and industrial pollution of Midland and Northern counties, but
equally attracted some of the income and wealth of lancashire, Durham,

Yorkshire or the Black Country, which found thelr way into genteel living
or were spent on excursions of pleasure in the leading coastal resorts of
Southern England. People were attracted to these towns both as holiday-
making visitors and as newly-settled permanent residents. MNMoney may have

been easily made in the Midlands or the North. In Kent and Sussex it was

agreeably spent!
In the single case of Brighton Professor Gilbert shows how its popu-

lation more than doubled between 1811 and 1821, which as a decennial increase

of over 102% was "the greatest individual percentage increase made by any

1. Census of Great Britain (1852), op.cit., x1lix.
2e Gilbert (1954)’ OE-Citc, 1.
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1
town in England and Wales during one decade in the nineteenth century'.

During the next decade the town's population increased from 24,429 in 1821,
to 40,634 in 1831, as "the highest percentage growth of any English town in
ﬁha_ﬂ decade, Bradford being second to Brighton in this respect".2 By
1851, Brighton had.a population of 65,000 compared to over 7,000 at the
first census in 1801;3 in other words, its population over half a century

had risen ninefold. In 1851 James Caird in his authoritative study of
English Agriculture in 1850-51, having noted how "the influence of manu-

facturing enterprise'" had added "37% to the wages of the agricultural
labourers of the Northern counties, as compared with thoseof the South",
also noted how it was only in Sussex, alone of the Southern counties
visited, where wages reached 18s. a week. He concluded that it was "the
local circumstances of that county" which explained why labour there was
"better remunerated"; in other words, "the wealthy population of Brighton,
and other places on the Sussex coast, affording an increased market for
labour beyond the demands of agriculture".4 Domestic service would have
featured prominently emong the non-agricultural demands for labour.

While no Kentish seaside resorts could mateh up to such achievements,
a wealth of contemporary literature reveals quite clearly that the 1851
Census did not specify all resorts in existence or prospering by that time,

since among Kentish resorts Gravesend, Sheerness, Herne Bay, Margate,

Broadstairs, Ramsgate, Deal, Dover and Hythe/Sandgate assumed varying signi-

ficance as pre-railway resorts, whereas the railway era between the 1840's

1. Gilbert (1954), op.cit., 92; also G.T. Griffiths, Population Problems
of the Age of Malthus (19265, 22.

2.  Gilvert (1954), op. cits, 97.
3- Ibldq, 92’ 153- | .

4. J. Caird, ggglish.Aggiculture in 1850-51 (1851), 511-2.
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and the 1860's produced only Whitstable and Tankerton? Birchington—on—Sea,ﬂ
Westgate-on-Sea and Folkestone as purely railway creations. Of these,
Folkestone was most notable for making its début during the m.'i.d--18:i‘ro's,,‘l
whereas Whitstable, Birchington and Westgate assumed significant resort

functions only from the 1860's onwards. The two maps on '"Resort Origins"

and on "Railways to Kentish Resorts!" indicate the overall chronology of
resort and major railway development in the county of Kent. In the

coaching and hoy era up to 1815 Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate developed
substantially as seaside resorts, along with Deal, Dover and Hythe/Sandgate.
Thus, Kent was prominent in the rise of seaside resorts prior to the
conclusion of what is popularly termed "The Industrial Revolution'' or

"The Canal Age". The Thanet resorts and Dover continued to prosper when
Gravesend, Sheerness and Herne Bay emerged after 1815 as purely steamboat

resorts. It is clear that cammunications have played a decisive role in

the evolution of Kentish seaside resorts.

Kent more or less followed national trends in population between 1801

and 1851, just about doubling its numbers from 308,667, to 615,'7'66,2 being

by 1851 about half rural and half urban. Seaside resorts were notable.among .

the towns of Kent which doubled or tripled their populations over :l:.he same

period, as shown in the following table.

1. Spencer Thomson, Health Resorts of Britain: and How to Profif
—— =202 W8 01 pritaln: and How to Profit

by Them (1860); The Illustrated Hand Book to Folkestone and Its
Picturesque Neighbourhood (1865), 13-15; Folkestone : Past and
Present (Folkestone, 1954), 3-4, 10, 21, 57; TDishop, op.oif.i

J. Whyman, "The South Eastern Railvi}ay Raised Folkestone to Fashionable
Helghts", Cantium : Kent Iocal History, Volume 6, No.3 (1974), 64.

2+  G.S. Minchin, "Table of Population, 1801-1921", in Ed: W. Page;"-‘i‘h*‘a;'”_;i*:j ‘P
the Victoria History of the County of Kent, Volume III (1932), 358.
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TABIE 1: POPUTATION GROWTH BETWEEN 1801 and 1851 IN THE MAJOR KENTISH

RESORTS. 1

RESORT 1801 1851
Gravesend & Milton (=) 4,539 16,633
Sheerness 5,561 11,082
Herne & Herne Bay 1,232 5,094
Margate 4,766 10,099
Broadstairs & St. Peters 1,568 24975
Ramsgate & St. Iawrence 4,178 14,853
Deal 54420 T,067
Dover (b) 'T,'{09 19,000 plus
Folkestone ¢/ 3,704 7,549

9 Resort Towns 38,677 92,352

Notes =

(a) The jurisdiction of the Corporatioﬁn of Gravesend covered the two
adjoining parishes of Gravesend and Milton.

(v) Attempting to calculate the population of Dover is complicated by
the fact that parish boundary changes in the town have been so
intricate that comparable population statistics are difficult to
assemble over the nineteenth cen’cu:r';,r.2

(c) Between 1841 and 1851 the population of Folkestone rose sharply from

4,415 to 7,549, following the completion and opening of the South

Eastern Railway during 1843.

Although several of these nine resort towns had other functions, such
as servicing shipping at Gravesend or Deal, working in a dockyard at
sheerness, or handling passengers at Dover. or Folkestone, their combined- . .

population more than doubled between 1801 and 1851, while accounting for

1. MiIlChin, OP-Cit., 358"‘70-

2. Je Whyman, "Rise and Decline : Dover and Deal in the Nineteenth
Century” (Part II), Archaeologia Cantiana,IXXXV (1970), 35.
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12%% of the county's total population in 1801, compared to almost 15%
by 1851. Almost 30% of Kent's urban inhabitants resided in nine of the
county's major resort towns in 1851, in contrast to only 1.8% of the
nation's urban residents living in the eleven English "watering-places"

of importance on the coast, as enmumerated in the 1851 Census.

It is the general aim of this survey, available information permitting,

to adopt the widest possible approach to a historical study of the rise

and expansion of the Thanet coastal resorts, commencing with an examination
of their economic functions and fortunes prior to the onset of sea bathing
during the middle decades of the eighteenth cent'l.l:z';)r....1 An attempt is made

to show why they developed so rapidly in the first instance2 and how prior

to 1815 they achieved so much in terms of:

1« Their physical expansion from the 1760's onwards,

as measured in particular by building developments,

and the provision of imns, hotels, and lodging
houses. (3)

2¢ - The provision of essential entertaimments and socisl

facilities, including bathing machines and rooms,
assembly rooms, circulating libraries, a playhouse

or theatre, churches and chapels, and other forms
of emusement. (4)

and 3. The expansion and development of leading commercial

sectors, such as markets, shops, methods of supply
and distribution,postal services, and brewing and

banking facilities as associated particularly with
the Cobb family of Margate. (5)

1. See Chapter I below.
2 See Chapter II below.
5. See Chapter III below.
4. oee Chapter IV below.
5 See Chapter V below.



Communications by coach, sailing packet and steamboat occupy a

prominent and important role in the overall story.1 Prior to 1840 there

s 2
were significant changes in the social composition of visitors and in

patterns of holidaymaking.3 Finally, those who could not afford holidays

in the conventional sense acquired some access to sea bathing, or to the

benefits of sea air, as and when a decision was taken in 1791 to found a

charitable Sea Bathing Infirmary at Margate.4

It is hoped that this study provides answers to several interesting
questions which inevitably present themselves for discussion; for instance:

What were the main economic features of the Thanet
coastline prior to the onset of sea bathing?

What were the principal forces underlying the emergence
of Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate as watering

places during the middle and later decades of the
eighteenth century?

Did their physical expansion assume an intermittent
or sustained character?

How were entertaimment facilities and leading commercial

sectors developed? How much profit did they bring
to their proprietors?

In what numbers and at what cost did holiday-makers

travel to Margate in coaches, sailing vessels and
steamboats?

Who were the eighteenth and nineteenth century holiday~
makers to Thanet? How far is it possible to identify
broad categories of visitors or specific individuals?
Did the social composition of visitors change as
between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?

1« See Chapter VI below.
2. See Chapter VII below.

5. ©See Chapters VII and IX below.
4. See Chapter VIII below.



Can anything useful be said about the cost of holidays
and how they affected the economies of seaside towns?

Certainly holidaymaking, almost as much as industrialization, created a
distinct type of town, with recognizable physical and economic features.
This thesis seeks to combine a socialthistory of Thanet holidays with
some assessment of the parallel economics of travel and holidaymaking.

More detailed references throughoﬁt are made to Margate than to
Ramsgate or Broadstairs, and this choice or bias of emphasis may be

Justified on the grounds that Margate historically can claim to be unique
among English seaside resorts for four reasons at leaa,:—'s'l;‘...‘l

1. In company with Scarborough and Brighton, it is

certainly one of the oldest of English seaside
resorts. It has been renowned as a bathing

resort for about 250 years, since at least the
1720's. (2)

2. Water communications played a decisive role in

Margate's early rise to maturity as an-English
seaside resort. (3)

5. TFew were the pre-railway resorts which catered
for social classes beneath the aristocracy,
gentiry and clergy. Margate was soon an exception
to the general rule that spas and watering places
were almost exclusively the resorts of the upper
classes. Neither did it benefit from the sus-
taining influence of royal patronage which contri-

buted so enormously to the expansion and popularity
of Brighton and Weymouth. (45,

4. Margate was the first seaside resort to become
'popular! in terms of its amenities and enter-
taiments, and this fact is widely acknowledged
by historians and historical geographers. (5)

Neither does the period covered by this thesis from cireca-1736 to

circa 1840 require much justification other than to point out that there

1. J. Whyman, "The Uniqueness of Margate as a Seaside Resort'",

The Fast Kent Critic, New Series, Nos. 165-70 (January-June 1977);
or Whyman (1973__5*,‘ op.cit., 139-41.

2. See Chaptler II.below.
2« oee Chapter VI below.
4., See Chapter VII below.

5. oee Chapters IV and VI below.
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have been two periods of marked expansion in the development of Margate
as a popular resort. The first lasted from 1736 to 1840, with Margate
enjoying an advantage over other resorts on account of direct and easy
water communications from London using the natural highway of the Thames.
The competitive position of Margate over other resorts was further
strengthened by a lowering of the steamboat fares between 1820 and 1840,

and it was from such facilities of cheap communication that the Thanet

resorts underwent a considerable pre-railway expansion which placed them
in a leading position over most other watering places. This lead, however,
was not maintained during the middle decades of the nineteenth century.

The opening-up of direct railway communication between Iondon and
the south coast resorts, commencing with the Brighton line in 1841,
destroyed the relative advantage of access from Iondon enjoyed hitherto
by the Thanet resorts. Railways placed English coastal resorts on a
completely new footing. The very rapid growth of Brighton during the 1840's
represented an intensifying competition between resorts so far as Margate
was concerned. The almost exclusive advantage of a water highway to Margate
was reduced as soon as rallways were opened to the south coast. The growth

of Margate was checked simply because railways boosted or created rivals

along the south coast. There followed, nevertheless, a second period of
marked expansion which began in the 1860's, when a more direct railway
communication with London was established, with holidays and day excursions

enjoying by then an increasing demand owing to rising living standards

among almost all sectors of sc:»ciety...‘l Thereafter, in the words of Miss

Stafford, 'Margate seemed to regain the popularity she had lost. "4

1.  Whyman (1973), op.cit., 140-1; Stafford, op.cit., 13-14.
2 e Eﬁtgﬁio;d,'og.ci .,,14,

L Y Y R e -r
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Although a concluding Bibliography lists all the sources which
have been used in compiling this study, it seems sensible in this Introduction
to indicate those sources which have proved to be most valuable, apart from
theses and secondary works. The most useful infomation has been gleaned
from the following contemporary sources: eighteenth and early nineteenth
century local histories relating to Kent or to Thanet; medical treatises
on sea water, sea bathing and sea zair; guidebooks and other topographical
works; trade directories; national and local newspapers; journals;
printed and manuscript letters and diaries; parliamentary papers; the 1841
census returns for Margate; certain manuscripts relating to.the Cobb family

of Margate; certain manuscripts relating to Broadstairs harbour; the
minute books of the Margate or General Sea Bathing Infirmary; Iliterary

references; maps and prints and other illustrations.

This study shows quite clearly that seaside resort towns command an
extensive literature in three main sources: guidebooks and other topo-
graphical works, newspapers, and mamiseript or printed diaries and 1etters.1
Iocal guides vary in quantity and quality, but in the case of seaside resorts

and inland spas, perhaps more than any other type of town, they occupy a

prominent place among the literature which the historian or geographer
can consult to record the general growth or impressions of a place. The

amenities, as well as the atmosphere and tone, of a resort are often well

brought out in guidebooks, which increase and become particularly abundant

throughout the nineteenth cen‘lmry.z

Many sizable resorts possess extensive local history collections in
their public libraries which are usually sufficient in themselves to write

up most of the local history of the place in question. Xentish towns known

1. Whyman (1973), op.cit., 247-8.
2. See: J. Vaughan, The English Guide Book c. 1780-1870 (Newton Abbot, 1974).
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to the author with good local collections include Margate, Ramsgate,
Gravesend and Folkestone. As far back as December 1933 the ILocal Collection

in Margate Public Iibrary comprised 15,867 items, including books, pamphlets
and excerpts relating mainly to Margate and Tha.net.1 Since then that
particular collection has benefited from further acquisitions. From the
1760's there is an almost unbroken series of guidebooks relating to Thanet,

Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs to which reference can be made. For the

period 1763 to 1880, and including all subsequent editions of guidebooks
as separate entries, Margate Public Iibrary alone can offer to the reader
137 guidebooks on Thanet and Margate. During those 117 years guidebooks

on this area were being published at therste of more than one a year. In

addition, numerous directories contain topographical as well as commercial

information, and further excerpts of a topographical nature can be abstracted

from such well known journals as The Gentleman's Magazine or Chambers's
Edinburgh Journal to name but two.

Newspapers in their entirety represent an abundant source of information
on seaside holidays, eXcursions and resorts. Useful facts and impressions

are to be found not only in articles and reports but also in correspondence
and advertisements for travelling by coach, by boat or by railway, for

lodgings and accommodation, for entertaimments, and for coastal schools and

academies. Newspapers are an inexhaustible nine of information on the

history of leisure. The task of consulting them, although rewarding, can

be tedious, but The Times has the advantage of having been indexed for the
nineteenth century.

With respect to manuscript or printed diaries and letters, the upper
classes of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries were renowned

correspondents and diarists, and from this source the historian can draw

1« A.d. Gritten, Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets and Excerpts dealing
with Margate, etc. in the Tocal Collection of the Boro och of

Margate Public Iibrary (Margate, 1934), 4. The Catalogue itself
runs to 166 pages.
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on the contemporary impressions and reminiscences of real people. Ietters
and diaries furnish in the broadest sense some idea of the individuals

and families who travelled to seaside resorts; their reasons for going,
whether for health or pleasure; and their impressions of particular resorts
and their emenities. Specific observations are frequently forthcoming on
the mode of travel; on the company residing in the selected resort; and
on lodgings, entertaimments, provisions and prices. This thesis cites

some interesting examples of letters and diaries, some of whose authors

went to coastal resorts other than Margate, Ramsgate or Broadstairs.



CHAPTER 1

THE COASTAL TOWNS OF THANET PRIOR TO AND
APART FROM THEIR DEVEIOIMENT AS RESORTS

In order to show that Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs acquired
permanent significance and expanding economic prosperity from thelir role
as watering places from the middle of the eighteenth century onwards, it
is necessary to know something of their earlier history and of other
economic functions independent of their growth as seaside resorts. ©Since
the pre-1750 history of the Thanet coastal towns has been 'considei-ed in

some detail elsewhe:c-e,‘l this chapter indicates only in broad outline the

functions and prosperity of Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs at that time.

Introducing Thanet Geographically and Historicallr

The economy of Thanet up to the middle of the eighteenth century

rested on commercial arable farming. Agriculture supported a small popu-

lation settled in villages and farmsteads a little inland from the sea,

some of which had access 1o small harbours, where people pursued independent

or ancillary maritime occupations. The area was covered by a survey

ordered by Queen Elizabeth in 1563, which enumerated 532 households in

seven Thanet parishes.

. A.M. Kay, Growth of Settlement in Margate and its Region, University
of Iondon, Diploma in Geography Thesis (1951); W.T.W. Morgan, The

Development of Settlement on the Isle of Thanet in its Geographical

Setting, with special Reference to the Growth of the Holiday Industr ,

London, M.Sc{Econ) Thesis (1950); J.H. Andrews, Geographical Aspects
of the Maritime Trade of Kent and Sussex 1650-1750, ILondon, Ph.D.

Thesis (1954); J.H. Andrews,"The Thanet Seaports, 1650-1750",

Archaeologia Cantiana, Volume IXVI (19;531), reprinted.in Ed: M. Roake
and J. Whyman, Essays in Kentish History (1973); C.W. Chalklin,

Seventeenth Cent Kent : A Social and Economic Histor (1965);

and J. Iewis, The Histo and Antiquities Ecclesiastic and Civil
of the Isle of Tenet (1723) and The History and Antiquities, as well
Ecclegsiastical as Civil, of the Isle of Tenet, in Kent I17365.



TABIE 2 : THANET HOUSEHOIDS IN 1563%
Parish No. of Households -
St. Peter's 186
St. John's 107
St. Iawrence 98
Minster 53
Birchington 40
St. Nicholas 33
Monkton * 15
1
Total h32

Emerging from the sixteenth century, and still perceptibie in the eighfeenth
century, were two features of the Thanet coastline which contemporaxy
observers were much given to commenting upon, namely dual settlement

patterns and dual occupations, or an interdependence between farming and
fishing.

The first signs of a definite settlement pattern in the vicinity of

Margate date from the Middle Ages,2 which also saw the early development

of a corn trade outwards from Margate to I-ondon.3 Corn shipments to

Iondon were fundamental to the Thanet economy throughout the period covered

1. The New Margate, Ramsgate, and Broadstairs Guide. or An Historical
Epitome of the Ancient and Present State of the Isle of Thanet
6th Ed., Margate, 1816), 15. This source noted also that Thanet

once contained 11 parishes, "but only 7 churches have withstood
the destructive power of time', ibid., 7.

2. Kay, op.cit., 51,

3 Close at hand stood the Manor of Monkton, one of the two capital
manors in Thanet, and in the possession of Canterbury Cathedral Priory
whose system of corn farming on the light soils of East Kent was
well organized to meet the commercial needs of an outside market.

The shipment abroad of corn produced on the estates of Canterbury
Cathedral Priory has been traced back to 1207, not 'to overlook
the surplus corn, particularly from manors in East Kent, which

was sent to Iondony, R.A.L. Smith, Canterbury Cathedral Priory :
A Study in Monastic Administration (Cambridge, 1943).



by this 'I:hesj'..eu..;‘I Between the tenth and fourteenth centuries two 2zones

of settlement evolved within the Margate area. A chapel of ease to the

2
Abbey of Minster, subsequently St. Johnfs Parish Church, = was founded

circa 1050° on elevated ground, some three quarters -of a mile from where

fishermen's cottages were growing up around a creek, or outlet to the sea.

Two zones of settlement.emerged comprising the houses situated about the

creek, known.as Mergate or Meregate, associated with seafaring and fishing;

and the village of St. John's, attracting houses around the ¢hurch, the

livelihood of which depended on farming the fertile fields to the south

of the two settlernez:rl:s..‘dr

by their individual names;

2 o

3.

4

For some considerable time these two settlements were distinguished

that is, St. John's and Margate, or a variation

Daniel Defoe for the 1720's refers to Margate "shipping a vast quanitity
of corn for Iondon Market, most, if not all of it, the product of the
Isle of Thanet, in which it stands" A Tour thro h England and Wales

1724-6 (Everyman's Iibrary, 1928), I.etter II, 119; while a few years

earlier, J. Harris, The History of Kent in Five Parts (1719), 314,
calculated "that above 20,000 Seams or Quarters of all Sorts of Grain

are sent to Iondon, in a Year, from this Island, besides what is
sent by the Inhabitants, and sold to other Places". In 1782 we are
told that "a great quantity of corn is shipped here for the Iondon
market, on board the Hoys, which go from hence every week. The land

near the towns produces excellent Rarley'", C. Seymour, A New Topo-
graphical, Historical, and Commercial Survey of the Cities, Towns,

and Vill of the County of Kent (Canterbury, 1782), 556. Harris,
op.cit., 314, claimed in 1719 that Thanet barley was the best barley
produced 1in England, and this reputation was maintained through the
nineteenth century; for instance, G. Buckland, Prize Report "On the
Farming of Kent'", The Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society,
Volume VI (1845) 259-60, It is noted elsewhere in this thesis that
the pull and cer‘tainty of the London market caused little diversifi-

cation away from corn cultivation, see Chapter V, the section "Markets,
Food Supplies and Local Farming and Fishing".

The local Thanet historian and scholar of the 1720's, the Rev. John

Iewis, was ¥icar of the parish of Minster in Thanet and minister or
curate of St. John's Church, Margate. He explained thus why the

Church could not provide a full living in the -1720's: "It is now a
Vicarage, but was so instituted without any other endowment than =

Manse, a small- glebe, two Bushels of Wheat..tand a Pension of eight

D.Ge. Scurrell ‘The Parish Church of. St. Joh.n the Ba tist in Thanet
(An Introductory Leaflet »1977).

Kay, EiCit-, 52-

~ Ay




on that WOI‘d.1 This distinction still survived in the 1720's and not

2
only from the pen of Thanet's famed historian, John Lewis. The New

General Atlas of Mr. Senex referred in 1721 to "MARGAT,...where there's
a good Bay for Ships, and where Passengers from Holland frequently put in,

when the Wind does not serve to carry them up the Thames -~ 'tis chiefly

inhabited by Mariners and Fishermen"“while 'St. John's, a Member of the

Town and Port of Dover,adjoins to it".3 T. Cox, A Compleat History of

Kent (1730), differentiated "St. John's, a Member of the Town-and Port

1. A common origin exists in the place names of the Thanet resort towns:
Margate as "Gate leading to the sea'; Broadstairs, as "the broad
steps'"; Ramsgate, also as a gap leading to the sea through the chalk
cliffs which bound the Thanet coastline, E. Ekwell, The Concise
Oxford Dictionary of English Place Names (4th Ed., Oxford, 1960).
Many explanations have been put forward in the way of place name
origins, some of which have hardly a grain of truth in them; for
instance, "There is a tradition, that Claudius Caesar landed at

Westgate in this Island; but as 'tis supported by no Authority, so
'tis more probable that he landed where Julius did - They will have

it also, that Ramsgate in St. Iawrence, was originally Romansgate;
and was so called from some of the Roman armies landing there; but

this is likewise a Suggestion without any good Support: Tho'! that

the Romans have been, and very anciently, over all Parts of this Island,
is plain from their Coins, Vessels and other Antiquities which have

been frequently found here", Harris, op.cit., 315. Iewis, op.cit., 86,
writes of Meregate in 1723 deriving its name "from there being in it

a gate or way into the Sea which lies just by a little Mere called...
the Brooks. 1t was well known to eighteenth century writers that
places in Thanet having 'gate! or 'stairs! as part of their name were

possessed of an outlet to the sea; for instance, The Margate Guide...
In a letter to a Friend (1770), 9.

2, lewis (1723), op.cit., 86-7, 91, 96-7, 102.

3. Mr. Senex, A New General Atlas Containing a Geographical and Historical
Account of all the Empires, Kingdoms, and other Dominions of the World

1721), 201. The parish of St. John's, including Margate, was one of
the limbs of the Cinque Port of Dover, to which it was subject in all

matters of civil jurisdiction, the Mayor of Dover appointing one of
the inhabitants to be Constable and Deputy in the town, Iewis (1723),

op.cit., 91. The two medieval settlements must obviously have grown
in size and stature to be elected as members of the Cinque Port of

Dover in 1229, after which in the course of time Margate became '"the
most important non-corporate limb of power in the Cinque Ports

Confederacy', A.G. Bradley, England's Outpost : The Country of the
Kentish Cinque Ports (c.1919), 114. At the seige of Calais, in 1347,
Margatve took the lead in the naval contributions of all the non-
corporate members of the Cinque Ports furnishing 15 ships and 160

men, Arthur D. Iewis, The Kent Coast (1911), 90. In a similar capacity
and relationship St. Peter's and Broadstairs were a 1limb of Dover,

Iewis (1723), op.cit., 115, and Ramsgate a 1limb of Sandwich, ibid., 124.




. 1
of Dover", from "Margate /having/ an ancient Haven...in this Parish".

The dual settlement of St. John's, as an agrarian community,distinguished

from Margate, as a fishing community, applied equally to St. Peter's and

> The three

Bradstow or Broadstairs,2 and to St. Lawrence and Ramsgate.
parishes of St. John's, St. Peter's and St. Iawrence exhibited during

the eighteenth century a close and traditional interdependence between
farming and fishing. John Mockett, a native yeoman farmer of St. Peter's,
described in 1786 a parish with two distinet settlements: St. Peter's,

"as_a beautiful rural village, the inhabitants respectable and very

hospitable", containing '"a population of about 1,740 inhabitants and 2,584

acres of land", with "a great many respectable yeomen residing on, and
farming, their own estates'"; and Broadstairs, as "a small fishing place

in this parish", where "the inhabitants are few".t

The remainder of Thanet was overwhelmingly rural. Sarre sfood on the
road into Thanet from Iondon and Canterbury and "anciently it seems to have
been more populous than it is now, on account of its being the most
frequented passage into the Island".5 Originally the Isle of Thanet formed
a complete island bounded by the North Sea, the eastern extremity of the

Channel, and the Rivers Stour and Wantsum. This fact is illustrated in

1. T. Cox, A Compleat History of Kent (1730), 1160.

2. lewis (1723), op.cit., 115-6, 118. - Broadstairs became Bradstow in
the 2nd Ed. (1736) of Iewis's History..of the Isle of Tenet, in
Ken't, 163:

3- Tlewis (1723), OE-Citt, 123""7-

4. John Mockett, Mockett!'s Journal : A Collection of Interesting Matters,
Relating to Remarkable Personages, Ancient Buildinges. Manners and

Customs, etc. (\Canterbury, 1836), 1-2. )

5. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 26, as "a place where shipping often came to
an anchor", ibid., 26.




two maps.1 From having been formerly the half way port on the old Wantsum

Chamnel, Sarre had changed through the centuries to become a bridging point

and a small agricultural community.2 The Kentish Post, or Canterbury News

. Tetter advertized the closure of Sarre bridge for repairs in May 1729:

whereas the Bridge at Sarr that doth lead into the Island of Thanet being

out of Repair, it is by the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers ordered

to be immediately repaired...for the safe Passage of Cattle, Carriages,

Horses, and ]':"a,ssengex's"...3 Iewis described it in 1723 as "a small wooden

4

bridge not above 10 or 12 feet".,  Consequently upon an i_z;creﬁa.sing_coa‘.ching

traffic to and from the Thanet bathing resorts after 1750, it was observed

1. Taken from ILewis (1738), op.cit., 2 and from E.W. Brayley, Delineations,
Historical and Topographical, of the Isle of Thanet and the Cinque

Ports (1817), Volume 1. dJohn Leland noted in his sixteenth century
Itinerary "a Place cawled Sarre, which was the commune fery when ...
Thanet was fulle iled", Ed: Iucy Toulmin Smith, The Itinerary of John
Ieland in or about the Years 1538-1543, Volume IV (1964), 61. The
Wantsum at this point in the seventh century had been three furlongs
broad, and even in 1052 the channel remained wide enough to enable the

Danish fleet, after plundering the east coast of Kent, to sail right
past Sarre and out into the North Sea, A.J. Kay, "Sarre', Panorama:

The Journal of the Isle of Thanet Geographical Association (19585, 50

2. Kay, Panorama (1958), op.cit., 30; due to silting in the Wantsum,
Sarre declined in importance as a port, causing the vicarage to be

dissolved, and as there were no funds its church fell into ruin and

the materials were carried away; also Iewis (1723), op.cit., 27-8,

"at this time there are no remains of the Church left... The Inhabitants
of Sarre are assessed to the repairs of the Church of St Nicholas, but
they still keep up their distinction in maintaining their own Poor'.

3. The Kentish Post, or Canterd News Ietter, 7-10 May 1729, 4. Ihe
care of the Thames shore and of the marshes between Thanet and the
mainland was fundamental to the economic prosperity of Kent. The
Fast Kent Commissioners covered the North Kent Coast from Graveney
(midway between Faversham and Whitstable) to Deal, incorporating

the Chislet Marshes and the River Stour up to and just beyond
Ashford, Kent Record Office, S/EK.

4., Iewis (1723), op.cit., 28. -




TWO MAPS OF THE ISLE OF THANET .
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in 1796 that Sarre '"being half way between Margate, Ramsgate and Canterbury,

this 1little town has two exceeding good inns for the accommodation and

1
refreshment of the company travelling to and from the Isle of Thanet'.

Thus, from having declined as an ancient half-way port, Sarre emerged

in the course of the eighteenth. century as a half-way coaching point on

the road between Thanet and Canterbury.2

The ‘parishes of Minster, Monkton, Birchington, and St. Nicholas at

p

Wade, the latter being joined to Sarre,” were agricultural communities.

Harris, writing in 1719, saw Thanet as

"a plain open country, /which/ consists of almost all
Sorts of land. There is little WoodIand in it...

The South and West Parts of the Island, are a great
Part of them Marsh or Pasture Iand... The Soll is
generally very fertile: That of the Upper Part of

the Island is a light chalky Iand, but yet produces
very great crops of all Sorts of Grain... Barley is

produced in very great Quantities and...is the best
of that Grain in England". (4)

Harris was impressed by the productivity of Thanet arable farming which

he attributed to two causes:

1. A Short Description of the Isle of Thanet; beine Chiefly Intended

as a Directo for the Comps Resorting to Margate, Ramsgate and
Broadstairs (Margate, 1796), 75.

2, Travellers of the 1760's and 1770's referred to this functional
importance of Sarre; for instance, G. Keate, Sketches from Nature,

Taken, and Coloured, in A Journey to Margate (5th Ed., 1802), 28,
"Why do we stop?... Only to give the horses a pail of water, replies
the postillion - we always just refresh them at coming into the
island. Nay prithee, boy,...add a whisp of hay to it, and we'll
look around us while they take breath"; or Ed. Philip C. Yorke,

The Diary of John Baker (1931), 417, 11 September 1777, "stopt to
water the horses at Half Way House',

3. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 29.
4. Harris, op.cit., 314.

—ar



"This natural Fertility of the Soil is very much holpen

by the Industry and good Husbandry of the habitants; who
spare no Charge or Pains in tilling their Iends and a
great Help and Advantage they have of the Alga or Sea-Ore,
as they call it; which they mix together with thelr other
Dung, and when 'tis rotted, lay it on their Iand...
Experience has shown the Farmers, so much of the Advantage
and Profit, arising to them by the Use of this Manure, that

they are not likely to be in a haste to change it for any

o‘cher"...1

The use of seaweed in fertilizing the land, which finds constant mention

in successive works,2 reflects the close connection which naturally

existed between the sea and the 1a.n<il*...r3

Thanet!s farmers of the 1720's being

"generally Men of good substance, have some particular
advantages. They have sometimes good Crops when the
other parts of England miss theirs, (4) and thereby have
the advantage of selling their Corn at a very good price:
they have likewise the priveledge of sending their Corn
by water to london Market at an easy rate, where they
have ready money for their commodity". (5)

1. Harris, op.cit., 314.

>, Tewis (1723), op.cit., 13; Mockett, op.cit., 8; W. Marshall,
The Rural Economy of the Southern Counties; Comprising Kent,

Surrey, Sussex, etc. (1798), Volume II, 14-15; etc.

3. Harris, op.cit., 314, mentions also another use to which Thanet
seaweed was put in 1719: "the gathering it to spread and dry
on the shore and to burn it, in order to make what they call
Kelp; which is a sort of Cynder or Pot-Ash used by the Potters
in glazing their Ware. However it must be owned, that these Uses
of this Weed contribute not a little to make the Island in
Summer~Time unpleasant since the Smell of the rotten Ore, and
the Smoak that arises from the burning of it, is very noisome
and disagreeable", Iewis (1723), op.cit., 13, observed this to
be a summer-time occupation of the poorer inhabitants. The New
Margate, Ramsgate, .and Broadstairs Guide (6th Ed., Margate, 1816),

Op.cit., 15, mentions that kelp in the eighteenth century was
barrelled for despatch to Hollanmd,

4. The Thanet proverb, "When England wrings, the Island sings", was
well kmown in the nineteenth century and was quoted and explained

thus by The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs Guide (6th Edo.,
Margate, 18165, op.cit., 10, '"in very dry seasons, all kinds of

grains are much injured by the heat; but the ground affords an

uncommon produce when most other places are almost drowned with rain'

5. lLewls (1723), op.cit., 15.

o P E——— L e
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Contemporaries of the eighteenth century were impressed by the wealth

and independence of Thanet farmers, so that in 1713 "the Yeomen and

Farmers are many of them Men of good Estates, as well Real as Personal;

and accordingly live in a way Handsome and Gentleman-like ma.nner".“

Of the farmers around Minster Iewis wrote in 1723:

"1+ has been observed that in this Parish there are
more large Farms than in any Parish in Kent. By
which means the Farmers here are generally men of
ability,.. they most of them live in good credit,
and pay their rents half-yearly'. %

Thanet'!s farming received praise from the pen of George Dempster

when writing to Sir Adam Fergusson, on 1 October 1771:

"in the Isle of Thanet where I have been this fort-
night past the soil is a rich black mold, their manure
chalk and seaweed, and their crops wheat, barley,
beans, wheat, ... sometimes clover instead of beans.
What profitable crops! Yet the land lets from 10s.

to 20s. per acre. And of course there are farmers

upon the island worth 40, 50, £60,000. The forbearance
of the landlords is the source of all the riches in

England and for my life 1 cannot trace that forebearance
up to any other cause buttheir popular county elections'. (3)

It was noted of St. Nicholas at the end of the eighteenth century that
there "are many good houses, inhabited by several families of very great
respectability and opmll.ence"....'ﬂr Generally Thanet'!s early nineteenth century
farmers were "intelligent and wealthy", occupying "mostly large and

considerable" farms, "inasmuch as to be generally denominated Gentlemen

Farmersy e from their hospitable and substantial mode of living'. ’

John Boys, in his General View of the Agriculture of Kent, remarked of

1 Harris, op.cit., 314.
2. lewis (1723), op.cit., 50.

9 o Ed: James Fergusson, Ietters of George Dempster to Sir Adam
Ferggsson 175&)-1513 (1934 9 71- -
4. A Short Descrip_tion of the Isle of Thanet (1796), Op.Citey T2

The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs. Guide (6'|:h Ed.,
Margate, 1816 9 OE!CltI, 10.* . ! ‘v ,5. . .
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Thanet farming:

"Thanet always was and most likely always will be famous for

its fertility... In short, is there not perhaps another district
in Great Britain, or in the World, of the same extent, in such

a perfect state of cultivation; where the farmers are so wealthy
and intelligent; where land... is let for so much money and

produces such abundant crops?".1

He calculated that the whole island contained about 3,500 acres of marsh-

land, and 25,000 acres of a.rza.ble..2

Moving forward in time to the Prize Report "On the Farming of Kent',
by George Buckland, in The Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society in
1845, and comparing his findings with the main elements of Thanet farming

as outlined for the eighteenth century, certain permanent features of

Thanet husbandry are immediately a]:;»pa.:c-c:en‘ls1...:5 Buckland noted how the Isle

of Thanet had '"been celebrated from time immemorial for the excellence

4

of its agriculture'. In this unenclosed area there was an "almost

total absence of hedges or fences', there being scarcely any trees, "in

order to make every foot of ground available for cultiva'bion".5 Thanet

1. John Boys, A General View of the Agriculture of the County of Kent
(1796), 2-4.

2. Ibid..

3. These features are important to an understanding of Chapter V, under
the section on "Markets, Food Supplies and Iocal Farming and Fishing".

4. Buckland, op.cit., 259.

5 Ibid., 259. In 1825 William Cobbett passed through Thanet and commented
as follows on the wellbeing of the labourers - "It is a country of corn...
All was corn around me. Barns, I should think, two hundred feet long;
ricks of enormous size and most numerous; crops of wheat, 5 qtrs to an

acre on the average,.. The labourers! houses, all along through this
Island beggarly in the extreme. People dirty, poor looking, ragged.. .
invariably have I observed that the richer the soil, the more desti-
tute of woods; that is to say, the more purely a corn country, the
more miserable the labourers. The cause is this, the great, the big
bull frog grasps all. In this beautiful island every inch of land is
appropriated by the rich. No hedges, no ditches, no commons, no
grassy lanes; the country divided into great farms... The wretched
labourer has not a stick of wood, and has no place for a pig or cow

to graze, or even to lie down upon. The rabbit countries are the

countries for labouring men", Ed: G.D.H. and M. Cole, Rural Rides
by W. Cobbett (1930), Volume’I, 233 . ’ ’

» T !
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was noted in the 1840's for producing a fine malting barley, the Chevalier,
and for employing seaweed as a fertiliser; indeed, "after a heavy sea

a great mumber of carts and waggons may be seen along the coast carrying

away the weed",‘l and "this angle of the county lies peculiarly favourable

2
for the shipment of its agricultural produce for the ILondon market'.

The size of farms was observed to be small; '"very few exceed 200 acres',

but ™many of them are occupied by ‘their owners"....3

Thanet farmers lived well from a vigorous corn trade to Iondon. Their
farming was productive and profitable partly because the soil of Thanet
was renowned during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries for its thin,

light, and chalky texture, fertilized by an inexhaustibe supply of seaweed

manure, The risks of arable farming were lessened by a favourable climate.

Commercially Thanet's arable farmers benefited from a geographical proximity

to an expanding Iondon food market,4 served by hoys passing up and down

the Thames, but the area had also a maritime economy. Fishing, smuggling

and rendering assistance to vessels in distress at sea were among the major

maritime occupations extending back certainly to the sixteenth century.
Dl;lal employment as between farming and fishing during the sixteenth

century is well known from William Camden's observation in 1586, when

'« Buckland, op.cit., 261.
2. Ibid., 262,

3: Ibid-’ 261@,~

4. The expansion of the Iondon food market has.been analyzed by
F.J. Fisher, "The Development of the Iondon Food Market, 1540-1640",
E'con?mic Hlstog_[ Review, Volume V. (1934-5)§ and by E.A. Wrigley,
"A Simple Model of-ILondon's. Importance- in Changing English Society -
and Economy 1650-1750", Past and Present, Number 37 (1967), 44~T0;

also T.C. Barker, "Iondon and the Great Ieap Forward", The Listener,
Volume IXXVII (1967), 845~-17.




he recorded:

"nor must I here omit the mention of a thing very
much to the honour of the Inhabitants, those
especially who live near the roads or harbours ol
Margat, Ramsgate, or Broadsteer; namely, That
they are exceeding industrious, and are as it were
Amphibious Creatures, and get their living both
by sea and land; they deal in both elements, are
both fishers and ploughmen, both husbandmen and
mariners; and the self same hand that holds the
plough, steers the ship. According to the several
seasons, they make nets, fish for Cod, Herrings,
Mackerel, etc., go to sea themselves, and export
their own commodities. And those very men also
dung their ground, plough, sow, harrow, Ireap;
being quick and active in both employments; and
so the course of their Iabours runs round". (1)

Exactly two centuries later Mockett, in his description of St. Peter's

and Broadstairs, drew attention to the financial ability of local agri-

cultural interests to invest capital in the fishing industry, which

confirmed both the wealth of eighteenth century Thanet farmers and the

close economic interdependence between sea and land. Broadstalrs then

had vessels trading to Iceland, to the cod fishery, "and to enable them

to perform their voyage many farmers and their sons are induced to advance

a sum which they call venture, say £10, £15, or £20, in shares, towards

1.

William Camden, Britannia : or a Chrographical Description of Great
Britain and Ireland Together with the Adijacent Islands, Edmund
Gibson's 2nd Ed. (1722§, volume I,-244. Although this interdependence
between land and sea caught particularly the eye of Camden, the

arrangement was by no means-peculiar to Thanet. In East Norfolk,
for instance, "Joskin" described men who worked on the land in

sumer and went to sea fishing in the autumn and winter, A.M.

Samuel, The Herring : 1ts Effect on the Historv of Britain (1918),
213 while "throughout the eighteenth century, the crofter-

fisherman was typical along the north-west coast", H. Hamilton,

An Economic Histo 0f Scotland in the Eighteenth Centur (Aberdeen:
1963), 357-60. An overlap between agriculture and fishing was
common also toNorway. *
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freighting those wvessels, and partake of the profits, if any, on their

retum?" .1

Margate, Broadstairs, and Ramsgate possessed small piers and harbours
which by the middle of the eighteenth century were at least two hundred
years old. The three coastal parishes of St. John's, St. Peter'!s and
St. ILawrence embraced within their areas, apart from Margate, Broadstairs

and Ramsgate, several small vills or clusters of houses, all of which had

rural economies,2 except Kingsgate,3 as a second fishing settlement within

the parish of St. Peter's: '"at present its a pleasant little Vill con-
sisting mostly of Fishermen's Houses, who get their living by Fishing,
going off to Ships in distress, or carrying them fresh Provisions, Beer,

etc., when they return from a voyage, which they call by the name of Foxigg“.'ﬂ'

1. Mockett, op.cit., 2. Along the shores of the Moray Firth there were
several towns and numerous villages in the eighteenth century, such

as Cullen, Banff or Portsoy, whose livelihood was derived in large
measure from fishing, and white fishing was the principal activity,
in which the largest boats employed were of 10 tons and with sails,
line and other equipment cost about £24. Iocal landowners provided

part of the capital for the purchase of such boats, Hamilton, op.cit.,

125~6; along the West Coast and in Shetland also financial assistance
came from local landowners, ibid., 113.

2. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 96~7, included within St. John's, for instance,

were Westbrook, situated on "the West-side of the Mere Just by Margate
commonly called the Brooks"; Garlinge, "which is a pretty large Vill

consisting of about 20 or 30 houses", between Margate and Birchington;
also "Shonken-dane; Iyden; Flete; Iittle Nash; East-North-down;

West-North—down, and Iucas_dane"’ almost j'oining to ! a.rgate East in

the same Valley"; likewise for St. Peter's, ibid., 120-1, and for
St. Iawrence, ibid., 125,

5. The place name Kingsgate had been assumed only for about forty years,

Tewis (1723), op.cit., 120, noting "of late Years this place is often

called by the name of Kines Gate from K. Charles II once landing here

in his way by Water from Iondon to Dover'; he mentions also the great

Egls‘cle fought on this spot in 853 with the Danes in memory of which -
A1

Seems as 1f the adjoining Gate or Way into the Sea in'a little
Valley was called by the Inhabitants Battle'em Gate', ibid.,  120...The
landing of Charles IT and the Duke of York took place in 1683, when-*

the gap was known as Bartholomew Gate, William Hills,- Jottings of History
Relating to the Isle of Thanet (Ramsgate, 1887), 21.' The former name
ol Bartholomew's Gate - is given in many other sources; indeed by Lewis

(1736), op.cit., 167,"Bartholomew or Bartlem Gate, and often King's Gate..
a Way into the Sea, made for the Conveniency of the Fishery'. L

4+  Iewls (1723), op.cit., 120.
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The early eighteenth century harbours of Margate, Broadstalrs and
Ramsgate were similar in design and contained single curved wooden piers
which excluded winds and waves from the most dangerous and exposed direction,
the north east.1 Iewis provides the following account of Margate harbour:

"on that part of the Town which lies next the Sea is a Peer

of timber built Bast and West in the form of a half-moon to

defend the bay from the main sea, and make a small harbour

for ships of no great burden, and for Fishing-craft. By the
present. appearance of the chalky rocks on each side of this
Peer at low water, it should seem as if anciently Nature
itself had formed a Creek or harbour there, the mouth of which

was just broad enough to let small Vessels go in at. But as

the land on each side of this Creek was, in process of time,

wash'd away by the Sea, the habitants were obliged to build
this Peer, to keep their Town from being overflown by the

Ocean; and to defend that part of it which lies next the
Water by JETTES, or Piles of timber".2

Precisely when the first pier or harbour at Margate was constructed

remains unknown, and contemporary sources offer few clue:‘s...3 Marine erosion

1. Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 37.

2. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 87; also ibid (2nd Ed., 1736), 123.

For instance, Iewis (1723), op.cit., 87, "at what time this Peer was
built at first, is now unknown"; J. Iyons,

A Description of the Isle
of Thanet, and particularly of the Town of Margate (1763), 10, "it

is difficult to determine at what time Margate Pier was first built";
G.W. Bonner, The Picturesque Pocket Companion: to Margate, Ramsgate,
Broadstairs and the Parts Adjacent (1831), 44, "it is to be regretted

that we are unable to fix the period when such a.building first

existed in this place'; Samuel Iewis, A Topographical Dictionary of
‘England (1831)a Volume III, 253, "a pier of timber was constructed at

a very early period"; G.A. Cooke, A Topographical an

d Statistical
Description of the County of Kent (New Ed., 1830), 296, 'there was

a Pier at Margate in ages considerably remotef'; etc.
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1

which affects all the cliffs around Thanet, inevitably compelled the

2 :
construction of a pier and harbour in the town.  Among the Harleian NSS

at the British Museum there is a very crude sketch of Margate made in

1646, as part of a scheme for building a sea wall, showing & wooden pier,

: b :
resembling the present structure in shape and position,” and following a

semi-circular course from south-east to north-west, which is believed to

1,

2

D

Thanet coastal erosion caught the attention of eighteenth and nineteenth

century contemporaries. BE. Hasted, The History and Topographical Surve
of the County of Kent,Volume IV. (1st Ed.,Canterbury,17995, 294 ,

recorded that'TIME has made so great an alteration in this island,
that it is very difficult, if not impossible, perhaps for us now to
judge of the ancient state of it. On the north and east the land

has certainly gone much farther into the sea, which has washed away
many hundred acres, not to say thousands, as it must have done, if

it encroached in proportion for the TOO years before as it has for
these last 150". This last sentence refers back to Iewis (1723), op.cit.,
6, who noted that some of the chalk cliffs "are more firm and durable
than others which being of a more crumbly nature do fall away in great
quantities after anything of a frost, and rage of the sea'. Centuries
of erosion would explain Hasted!'s point as to the rocks or footings at
low water, once forming what would have been chalk cliffs, extending
in the 1790's sometimes % mile from the then existing shore, ibid.,

294 n.(m), or The New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstalrs Guide (6th Ed.,
Margate, 1816), op.cit., 19.

A considerable body of evidence suggests that on the site of the
present pier there was formerly a small creek or natural inlet from
the sea which gave origin to the town, as distinct from the parish,
but the sides of this natural harbour were eroded away until the
inhabitants were obliged to construct a pier to protect the town
from the sea, H.W. Brayley, The Beauties of England and Wales3 or
Delineations Topographical, Historical and Descriptive, Volume VIII ¢
Kent (1808), 957. - Kay, op.cit., 55, argues that geological evidence
suggests that a pier at Margate probably became a vital necessity

some time between 1300 and 1400 in order to save the town from being
washed away by the sea.

The s_hape and position of Broadstairs pier is likewise kmown to have
remalnet’i' constant .from the seventeenth century, J. Whyman, "Broadstairs
Harbour”, Thanet Panorama : A Modern Guide to the Island (Isle of

Thanet Geographical Association,1966), 33; and J. Whyman, "Broadstairs

Harbour'", Thanet Panorama : A Modern Guide to the Island, Volume 15

(Isle of Thanet Geographical Assooliation. B15T Arriveron

graphical Association, 21st Anniversary Issue,
January 1977), 35-6.
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be the oldest harbour plan of Tha.net.1 The need for some form or pro-

tection a century before that is evidenced in John Ieland's famous tour
1535-43, during which time he observed: 'Margate lyith in St. John's
paroche, yn Thanet, a V myles upward fro Reculver, and there is a village

and a peere for shyppes, but now sore decayed".2
It is possible to be more specific concerning the origins of Broadstairs

pier and harbour, even though many of the records relating to its early

P

history have vanished.” A local family by the name of Culmer constructed

a pier sometime during the reign of Henry '\Z'III....."jr Iwo indentures, dated
1564 and 1586, showed "that this Pier and the Way leading thereto was the

Estate and Possession of the Family of Culmer of this Place".5 A 1571

parchment established certain orders and agreements "between the Iandsmen

and Fishermen of the Parish of St. Peter", concerning Broadstairs harbour,

signed by John Sprackling, John Culmer, and Robert Em}_)'l;z—a.gﬂe...6 A 1587

document told of the sale of Broadstairs Harbour:

1. Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 37 n(3), 443 British
MuseumyHarleian MS. 7598,

2+ Toulmin Smith, John Ieland's Itinerary, Volume 1V, op.cit., 61.

5. This fact, as also with Ramsgate and Margate, ocomplicates any attempt
to compile a full history of these harbours. However, entered at
the back of The Broadstairs Harbour Account Book for 1842-1852 is
"A Tist of Ancient Deeds and Documents relating to the Pier and
Harbour of Broadstairs, Presented to the Commissioners by Robert
Covell October 1st, 1850". These documents, six in number, are

very valuable for giving some indication of the early existence
of a pier and harbour in Broadstairs.

4. Whyman (1966), OP.cit., 33 and (January 197‘7), op.cit., 35;
Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 39, states merely that
"little is known of Broadstairs Harbour"., -

—_1r

5. Iewis (1736), op.cit., 164. It is interesting to note that among

the deeds presented by Robert Coyell there is no mention of the
dates 1564 and 1586, | | o

6 Broadstairs Harboiu:' Account Book:“ 184!2;-52: oE.c:L‘t. .



"A parchment of the Sale of Broadstairs Pier, from George

1
Culmer, to John Sprackling and others for the Sum of £10.

Dated 22nd May, 29th Elizabeth, 1587".2

Ramsgate too had a curved pier, projecting from under the East Cliff
. 5
to the south and west, which existed at least from the sixteenth century.

According to a 1575 NS the duties payable towards its upkeep were in
4

dispute.  Although the pier was lengthened in 1715,5

"most surviving descriptions seem to refer to its
subsequent condition...Historians tend to belittle the
old harbour of Ramsgate in comparing it with the
modern structure begun in 1749". (6)

For Iewis in 1723 Ramsgate pier defended

the Town against the Ocean. Accordingly Ships are laid up, and

fitted out here, of considerable burden'. (7)

£10 was obviously no small sum in those days, and I would calculate

1ts equivalent in modern reckoning to be at least £1,000, Whyman
(January 1977), op.cit., 35.

2e Broadstajrs Harbour Account Book, 18'42;--;52, op.cit.; The extent to
which Iewis had access to these deeds and documents is not known,
but the account which he gave in 1756 of the history of the harbour

and pier showed that very clear conditions attached to the sale of
the pier and its approaches to the inhabitants of Broadstairs and

St. Peter's, Lewis (1736), op.cit., 164~5; also P.W. Barlow,
Broadstairs : Past and Present 11882), De

3. Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 38.

4. TIewis, (1723), op.cit., 124.

Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 38.

1t was the much enlarged and improved stone harbour, constructed
under an Act of 1749, viz: 22 Geo.II c.40, to serve as a harbour
of refuge for small vessels driven from their anchors,” etc., in the
Downs, the cost incurred on the improvement of which rose to £2m.
by 1850, Report from the Select Committee on Ramsgate and Margate
Harbours; together with the Proceedi os of the Committee, Minutes
of Evidence /660/ (1850), iii, which has attracted the attention of
contemporaries and subsequent historians. Sources specifically on

the history of Ramsgate Harbour include J. ameaton, An Historical
Report on Ramsgate Harbour : Written by Order of.. and Addressed to

Ihe Trustees (1791); by a Naval Officer, A Brief History of Dover
and Ramsgate Harbours (1837); Mrs. J.E. Munslow, Remsgate Iarbour,

1748~1862, University of Kent M.A. Thesis (1972): Janet Munslow,
"Remsgate - A Harbour of Refuge", Thanet Panorsma (January 1977),
OE-Cit- 9 38""41 _ ” . )

7. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 124.




- 20 -

The Maritime Economies of Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate.

Bach of the tﬁree Thanet harbours had characteristic functions

during the eighteenth century. Margate monopolized the Thanet corn trade

to Iondon:

"the Trade of this poor Town is now [1- 721_5_7 very small
and would be considerably less, was it not for its

being the Market of the whole Island, where the
Inhabitants bring their Corn to send it to London

by Hoys which go from hence every week. By this
trade is the Pier and Harbour chiefly maintained". (1)

Margatel!s harbour dues yielded between £140 and £150 in 1"{24...2 This sum

5

compared favourably with those collected at Dover and Sandwich.” Corn

dominated the outward coastwise trade of Thanet, almost all of which

during the eighteenth century was shipped from Margate in small cargoes

of 200-300 gqtrs. each. Ramsgate harbour could have handled these cargoes

just as easily as Margate harbour, but Margate had the advantage of closer

4

proximity to Iondon. Dues arising from the corn trade were used likewise

1. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 94.
2. Journals of the House of Commons, Volume XX (1722-7), 361.

5. Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 42.

4.  Andrews, op.cit., 41. Many early eighteenth century contemporaries
wrote of a weekly hoy service from Margate to Iondon; for instance,
A Brief Director for A1l Those that Would Send Their Ietters to e

Parts of England, Scotland or Ireland (1710); Iewis (1736), op.cit.,

154. Numerous references for the seventeenth century point to a brisk
corn trade outwards from Margate, such as

Calendar of State Papers
Domestic, William IIT : January-December 1698, (H.M.S.0.,1933), 6 June
1698, 284. There is mention moreover for the seventeenth century of
Dutch participation in Margate corn shipments, viz: ibid., 1629-31
(1860), 12 April 1630, 234, or ibid., Charles II : March 1676-February
1677 (H.M.S.0.,1909), 21 November 1676, 426. Unfortunately, as Dr. dJ.H.
Andrews has demonstrated, quantification of the maritime trade of the
Thanet seaports is beset with the difficulty that the trade of Thanet
was recorded in the Exchequer Port Books of the Port of Sandwich,
usually without being distinguished from that of Sandwich; otherwise
the character and volume of the maritime trade of English seaports in
the period 1650-1750 is best studied from this particular source.
Moreover, in March 1702, in relation to outward coastwise trading, it
was ordered that all Kent ports west of the North Foreland, which
inevitably took in Margate, would be able henceforth to send agricul-
tural produce coastwise to Iondon without using the cocquet, which
hitherto had been the normal means of authorizing coastwise trade, etc.s
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to repair and maintain the harbours of Broadstairs and Ramsgate, but
both remained subordinate to Margate in the business of shipping corn
from Thanet to ILondon, because it was not worth the trouble and hazard of

rounding the North Foreland merely to eliminate a few miles of land

carriage.

Ramsgate achieved distinction as a harbour of refuge during the
eighteenth century. Adjoining the coast of Kent was one of the greatest
shipping routes of the world, the importance of which increased with the

commercial expansion of the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries.

Ramsgate was the obvious site for a harbour of refuge, because of its

4 (contd).

Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 40-1, and Thesis, op.cit.,
29-30. Thus, "although there are no detailed records of the coast-
wise trade in the first half of the eighteenth century,...the avail-
able evidence suggests that its volume was maintained", Andrews,
Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 41. Iewis (1736), op.cit., 123-4,
hints as follows at how the Thanet corn trade from Margate must
have expanded over the centuries: "It is very certain that this
Pier was not then /in Ieland's time/near so large as it is now, and
that the Iands in this Island were not so well cultivated as they
have been of late Years, and consequently that not so much was paid
Tor corn shipped in this Pier, by which it now chiefly subsists",
and this despite a situation by the 1720's of some of the hoymen
paying "even what they pleased, on a Supposition, that the Pier
Wardens had no legal Power to compel them to pay the Droits
assigned by the Pier Decrees", which "obliged the Pier Wardens

and Inhabitants to petition Parliament A.D. 1724", ibid., 126.

1. Andrews, Thesis, op.cit., 115.
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proximity to the Downs, as '"an important but not altogether safe anchorage'.
An Act of Parliament in 1749 provided for its construction, and settled
the choice of site once and for all in favour of Bamsgate.2 Its Preamble

stressed the advantages to be derived from having a harbour of refuge in

the Downs.

1. Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 43; storms and the Goodwin
Sands rendered the Downs a dangerous navigational channel so that in
fair weather ships passed through, but in foul weather they sought
shelter in the Downs, concerning which it was noted in 1762: '"Yet
on some particular Winds, and especially if they overblow, the Downs
proves such a wild Road that Ships are driven from their Anchors,
and often run on Shore, or are forced on the Goodwin Sands, or into
Sandwich Bay, or Ramsgate Pier, in great Distress: this is particu-
larly when the Winds blow hard at South East, or at East by North or
East North East, and some other Points; and terrible Havock has been
made in the Downs at such times", By a Gentleman, A Tour thro' the
Whole Island of Great Britain, Divided into Circuits or Journies

6th Ed., 1762), Volume I, 167; also Defoe, op.cit., 121:

cf: OSmeaton, op.cit., 4, who reckoned that the most troublesome

winds to ships riding in the Downs, arose from South~South-East to
South-South-West. One of the most famous and worst of storms occurred
in 1705, Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, op.cit., 43, which in the
eighteenth century was described as '"that terrible tempest" or 'by way
of Distinction, The great Storm, November 27, 1703'", when 'England
may be sald to have received the greatest Ioss that ever happened to
the Royal Navy at any one time, either by Weather, by Enemies, or by
any Accident whatsoever", amounting to 4 wvessels, carrying 290 guns
and 1,290 men bound for Chatham Dockyard to be laid up; and "all this,
besides the ILoss of Merchant Ships which was exceeding great', A Tour
thro! the Whole Island of Great Britain, op.cit., 167-8, alsa Defoe,

op.cit., 121=-2 and Daniel Defoe, The Storm : or, a Collection of the
Most Remarkable Casualties and Disasters which happened in the late

Dreadful Tempest both by Sea and Iand (1704). The financial losses
arising out of storms in the Downs caused increasing concern as the
ccmumercial expansion of the eighteenth century got under way, parti-
cularly in the long distance trades to the East and West Indies and

to North America, Ralph Davis, A Commercial Revolution : 1ish Over-
seas Trade in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (The Historical
Association, 1967), 3.

2. The necessity for a secure harbour of refuge somewhere in the Downs
was increasingly urged. Deal, despite its great importance as a ship~
ping station in the Downs, which in 1713 was described as "a place very
much frequented by such as belong to Shipping...a chief Station both
for Men of War and Merchant Men', British Curiosities in Nature and
Art (1713), 27, could in no way offer the requisite facilities, having
merely a steeply shelving beach,.and no harbour. This fact left but
two alternatives : Sandwich or Ramsgate, the choice between which
caused considerable friction in the eighteenth century which lingered
on into the 1850'sj; Andrews, Archaeologia Cantiana, OP«.CiGey 45~4;
Sandwich Gulldhall, Water Treasurers' Accounts, 1706 and 1736; Smeaton,

.cit,, 1-95 Dorothy Gardiner, Historic Hawven : The Story of Sandwich
5Jan

Derby, 1954), 208-3, 210; The Gentleman!s Magazine, Volume XXI
vary 1752), 18.; Edward Boys, Remarks, etec

on the Pr i
and_Advantages of a Sandwich or Downs Harbour (San wich, gcglfab =Lt
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"Prequent losses of the lives and property of his Majesty's
subjects happen in the Downs for want of an Harbour between
the North and South Forelands; the greatest part of the
ships employed in the trade of the mation, being under a
necessity at going out upon, as well as returning Irom
their voyages, to pass through the Downs; (1) and frequently
by contrary winds being detained there a long time, (2)
during which time they (especially the outward bound ships)
are exposed to violent storms and dangerous gales of wind,
without having a sufficient harbour to lie in, or retreat
into, or from whence they can receive any assistance:...

A harbour may be made at the Town of Ramsgate proper and
convenient for the reception of ships, of and under 300
tons burthen, and from whence larger ships in distress in
the Downs may be supplied with pilots, anchors, cables

and other assistance and necessaries; and by the smaller
ships taking shelter in this Harbour, the larger ships may
take the anchorage which at present is occupied by the
smaller, and by that means their anchors will be fixed in

more holding ground and the ships be not so exposed to the
ocean". (g%

The control and management of Ramsgate harbour passed by the terms of

the 1749 Act from locally chosen Pier Wardens4 to an appointed Board of

Trustees, under whose management the subsequent history of the harbour has

often been told.

z Ramsgate was functioning, however, as a harbour of

refuge prior to 1749. This fact is confirmed by reports of rescues in the

1

2o

5

By definition all vessels passing from northern to southern waters,
or outwards from Iondon to the East or West Indies, had to pass through

the Channel between England and France. The presence of the Goodwin
Sands dictated that ships had to negotiate one of two channels:

either on the French side to the back of the Goodwins or through
what was known as the Downs or the English side.,

George Byng Gattie, Memorials of the Goodwin Sands (1890), 49-50,
showed that as many as several hundred ships would congregate in this
roadstead while waiting for a favourable wind; and George Bethel Bayley,

Seamen of the Downs (Edinburgh, 1929), 3, showed that the East India

Company would take advantage of any delay in the Downs, often of
several weeks, transacting much of the inevitable business assoclated

with arrivals and departures of their vessels, through their own
office and agent at Deal.

Smeaton, .op.cit.,.8-9.

According to Iewis (1723), op.cit., 124, the inhabitants of Ramsgate
were empowered by orders and decreesgiven by the Iord Wardens of the

Cinque Ports '"to choose Wardens to look after the repairs of the said
Peer, and to collect such Droits or Rates as by the said Decrees and

ancient immemorial Custom are payable for Shipping and Goods brought
into this Peer'.

The Select Committee on Ramsgate and Margate Harbours (1850), Op.cit.;

also Munslow, op.cit.
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national and provincial press of the early eighteenth century, such as

appeared in The Kentish Post, or Canterbury NewsIetter during January 1729

"On Wednesday, the Mary, Captain Pack, bound for

Jamaica ran aground on the Goodwin Sands - boats
from Deal and Ramsgate went to her. Two Mates,

the Doctor, a Gentleman Passenger, three 5allors, ...
the Pilot, and three or four more, were all well
landed on the Isle of Thanet last night". (1)

Frequent references in The Kentish Post to ships arriving off Deal

during the 1720's from Jamaica or Virginia provide local evidence for

the expansion of international trading noted above.2 As well as lives

being saved, cargoes were salvaged if at all possible. A public sale at

Deal, on 2 Januwary 1720, involved "1,717 Bars of Swedish Iron, containing

about 31 Tons, saved out of the Ship Catherine, John Jochine Fisher, Master

bound from Stockholm to Opporto, and stranded upon the Goodwin Sands...

lodged at the following placeg,and to be taken away by the Buyer'":

Bars
Deal 14341 |
Dover 87
Sandwich 18
Ramsgate H271
1,717 °

Among the great volume and variety of evidence which was submitted

to the Commons Committee, preceding the 1749 Act, much of it to do with

1. The Kentish Post, or Canterbury News Le'i:ter; ) 15=18 Janvary. 1728-9, _1.
2. Noted in this section above. i

3. The Kentish Post, or Canterbury News Letter, 24-27 December 1729, 1.
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tides and ‘wir}d‘s,‘lr two points were "fully and clearly proved to the
satisfaction of the Cc:u:r:u:ni'l:’cee":2 firstly, that in the great storm of
December 1748 "a nmumber of ships were actually forced into, and saved

- in Ramsgate Harbour,... the pier there having been only built and main-

5

tained by the Fishermen of the place';” and secondly, that "if an Harbour

was made only for the reception of Ships of 200 tons and under, it would

prevent 9/10ths of the damage that happens in the Downs". 4

Eighteenth and early nineteenth century Broadstairs was distinguished
by its fishing and shipbuilding, whose origins extended back certainly to
the seventeenth century. The Calendar of State Papers Domestic contains an
entry for August 1626 giving the "Returns by George Marsh, Deputy Vice
Admiral of the fisher-boats and sailors, or fishermen, belonging to St.
Peter'!s and Broadstairs, in the Isle of Thanet".5 In 1723 Broadstairs
harbour was used "to lay up the Fishing-boats which go from hence to the

6
North-sea, and other small craft'. The pre-1700" fishing industry of

A - e
- """‘---u..-u-.--'lllf‘.‘I

1l Smeaton, 0O ICitl’ 4-5’ 6_7-
2. Ibid., 4.

5. Ibid., 4; the harbour prior to 1749 consisted solely of a wooden
, pier projecting 200! into the sea with a beacon near the entrance

and a flag on the pierhead to guide such ships as used it, A Brief
History of Dover and Ramsgate Harbours, op.cit., 21. Discussions

as between Ramsgate and Sandwich as to the best site for a harbour
of refuge were abandoned for three years after 1745, until a violent
storm on 16 December 1748 had the effect of once more bringing
Ramsgate ‘to the forefront of discussions, Smeaton, op.cit., 3.
During this storm a great number of vessels were driven from their
anchors in the Downs and, "being forced upon the South Coast of the
Isle of Thanet several found safety in the Iittle Harbour of.Ramsgate",
ibid., 4; others were wrecked on the Thanet Coast, and many more on
the Goodwin Sands, but those which managed to reach the small harbour

.at Ramsgate remained there in safety,  Journals of -the House of Commons,
-Volume XXV (1745-50), 721.

4. . Smeaton, op.cit., 6.

5. Calendar of State Papers Domestlc, 1625- (1858), 417.
6. Iewis (1723), op.cit., 118; also ibid (1736), 164.
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at. Peter's included both Kingsgate and Broadstairs, but between 1723 and

1736 fishing activity receded into Broadstairs so that Kingsgate in 1736,

1
"consisting mostly of Fishermen's Houses, {:T.g?of late...pretty much-deserted”.

Shipbuilding in Broadstairs was closely associated with the White family,
whose family roots and connections with other Thanet families can be traced
back to the sixteenth cen'bury.2 The Whites began constructing ships in

Broadstairs during the seventeenth century,3 when the great bulk of trading

vessels consisted of small craft, which were produced from the many small
shipbuilding yards situated along the English co:.-'a..?.’(:lj".nei...'dr White's ship-
building yard at Broadstairs soon increased in importance. It flourished

during the eighteenth century. By 1764 John White the Fifth was well

established there with a shipyard partly on the present approaches to

Broadstairs Harbour, and partly cut into the cliff, under what is now the

promenade.

Although this Yard acquired more than a local.reputation, only occa-
sionally are the names of customers revealed. The 'Iapwing', en H.M. Cutter

was built there in 1'7641..,5 Three years later the shipyard. suffered severe

6 | .
storm damage but, with an expanding business, a remarkable recovery was

1. Iewis (1736), op.cit., 168.

2. George Fardell in April 1946 deposited in Broadstairs Public Iibraxry
the family tree of the White family, showing that during the sixteenth
century Thomas White of Broadstairs, Isle of Thanet, Kent, was father

to Elizabeth born 1582, Richard and John ,twins, born 1583, Robert born
1586, and Solomon born 1588,

Je J. Samuel White & Co. Ltd., Whites of Cowes, Shipbuilders (0.1946), 8,
evidences a John White building ships during the first half of the
seventeenth century. Certainly the family tree compiled by G. Fardell,
op.cit., lists John White (1693-1732), his son John (1714-1782), and
his grandson John (1'732-1801). It is unfortunate that correspondence
with J. Samuel White & Co. Ltd. revealed that.all their old records

relating to their origins in Broadstairs were destroyed by enemy action
during World War II. --* - - "~ . - J s
4. R..Davis, The Rise of the English Shipping Industry in the Seventeenth
and Bighteenth Centuries.(1962), 80: 'wvast numbers of small craft of
204 50y 40 or 50 tons...carried.on much of the coasting trade", ibid., 80,

and nearly all ships were much smaller than 200,tons even as late as
1788, ibidsy T9.. . . . '

-5 1 ¢ 1 L

5. Whites of Cowes, Shipbuilders gﬂféi:eﬁ;ﬂ,wa.
6. Mockett, op.cit., 20.
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effected. Mockett'!s Journal provides a glimpse of the Industry in 1786:

"Mr. Thomas White, Ship-builder, employes a large number of hands, and has
sent from his stocks, some of the best East and West India '\rta-:a.'e;c-:-ls"..;‘I

Ships belonging to the East India Company were among the largest known vessels
of their day, and carrying bullion and luxury goods they were armed vessels,
sailing often in convoys, for protection against pirates and armed attack.

The fact that Bhomas White constructed some of its vessels explains why

the East India Company gave financial assistance towards repairing the pier

and harbour in 17'74,2 after suffering on three occasions severe storm damage

over the previous d':ac:at:le....3

4

Other customers included local fishermen and

the Customs and Excise.

The shipbuilding industry of Broadstairs under Thomas White remained

active until the 1820's. The Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book of

the 1790's sheds some light on Thomas White and his :E‘ather.5 Fourteen vessels

1« Mockett, op.cit., 2.
2, Barlow, op.cit., 6.

3. Broadstairs pier was nearly swept away by gales in 1763 and 1767,

Hills, op.cit., 17; or Barlow, op.cit., 6. Mockett, op.cit., 20,
describes graphically the damage inflicted upon Broadstairs by the
1767 storm from an original source to which he had access: "Poor
Broadstairs 4in St. Peter's Parish, has felt the whole force of the

storm, the pier 1s utterly destroyed and, probably, ruined for ever".

Subsequently in 1774 the pier sustained considerable damage in yet
another storm, Barlow, op.cit., 6.

4. Whites of Cowes, Shipbuilders, op.cit., 8-9, 14. Also according to
ibid., 9, 12, 14, Thanet smugglers were for many years important clients
ol the Whites, the revenue authorities then learning that it was just as
sensible for them to obtain the fastest cutters on the market, some of
which were built apparently at Broadstairs, causing the Whites to become
an important supplier of swift revenue cutters to B.M. Customs and Excise.

2. For instance, entries in The Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book,
1792-3 and 1793-4 show on the side of expenses bills to Mr. John White
Tor working on the pier amounting to £15 3s.7d., 14 November 1792;
£41 14s.5d., 20 December 1792; and £17 155.9;%-d., 10 April 1793. The
revenue side of -the accounts shows him paying 6 April 1793, £5 11s. 4d.
to the Commissioners for "sundry shipment and landings", and 21 April
1794, Ts.6d. was paid by Mr. White for shipping 45 bars of iron.
Similar entries can be traced through the Account Book, from year to year;

- thus, on 24 March 1797, Thomas White paid 48. in harbour dues on four new

‘boats, while three days later on the 27th John White paid £13 4s.4d."

| fggGSl';ndrys Shipt and Ianded", Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book,
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which are known to have been constructed by Thomas White between 1787 and

1824 had a combined tomnage of 3,424 ’t:on::‘s,1 or an average tonnage of just
under 245 tons, which was just over the average for the period.2 70 per cent
were built as trading vessels for West Indian trading :r:ou.tes,3 and were
probably among the largest ships ever constructed at Bm:.—:u.ds‘ca:'Lrs...‘dr 1 The

Kent! and 'The Woodcock! for the West Indies trade were 354 and 352 tons
5

respectively.” Over the same period eight brigs of between 100-160 tons

each, and several sloops were also constmcted.6

Fishing was the other major activity of eighteenth century Broadstairs.
The mackerel season commenced about the beginning of May, and the herring

season lasted from the end of harvesting until November. Edwerd Hasted

1. Barlow, op.cit., 7-8; they were the Barbadoes Planter EQZO tons;, The
Isaacs (280 tons), The Venus 2130 tonsg, The Woodcock (352 tons), The
Kent £354 tons;, The Iiberty (266 tons), The Bridgetown (248 tons), The
Mary (188 tons), The New Barbadoes Planter (250 tons), The Friendship

(280 tons), The Olive Branch (190 tons), The Isle of Thanet (224 tons),
The Venus (262 tons) and The Desperate (180 tons).

2. Davis, op.cit., 79 shows that an official registration of 1788 enumerated

9,355 ships owned in British ports, of which 7,756 (5 out of every 6)
were of less than 200 tons.

5. The remainder served the Straits and African trades, while The Desperate,
a 14 gun-brig for goverrment service,was one of the last ships of any
Size to be launched from Broadstairs and was built in 1824, Barlow,

Op.cit., 8; Whites of Cowes, Shipbuilders, op.cit., 9.

4.  Whyman (1966), op.cit., 35 and (January 1977), op.cit., 36. Although
nany attracted considerable attention, notably The Isle of Thanet West

Indiaman, launched in 1800, it is unlikely that Thomas White ever con-
structed a vessel in Broadstairs of more than 400 tons, Whites of Cowes,

ohipbuilders, op.cit., 9.

. Barlow, op.cit., 7.
6. Ibid., 7.




observed how in 1799

"they who live by the seaside are generally fishermen,
or sea-faring men... There are two seasons for the
home fishery, which are called by the inhabitants shot
fare and herring fare. The first of these is the
mackerel season, which is commonly about the beginning
of May. The other is the season for catching herrings,
which begins about the end of harvest, and finishes
about November, and on this account it is no uncommon
thing here for servants to bargain with their masters,
especially such as hire small portions of land, to go
to herring fare, etc. These fisheries find employment
for the poor people on shore, who are greatly employed
in spinning, twisting and knitting the nets". (1)

Broadstairs enjoyed also an eighteenth century fame for fine lobsters.2
There was a keen demand for fish, as a substitute for meat and as a

commodity of general consumption. Apart from local markets, reaching out to

3

Canterbury,” there was an enormous demand in ILondon. Fishing craft from

other ports followed the migration of mackerel and herring, and among these
other ports in the elghteenth century were Yarmouth, Hastings, Hythe,
Folkestone, Dover, and Torbay. When all these craft were fishing together
and using the small harbour of Broadstairs for landing their catches, as in
the 1760's, a considerable trade was done, often to the amount of several

Ttons per day, which were forwarded to Iondon by 'vza.nsm.‘dr

Eighteenth century Broadstairs did not confine itself only to the home

Tishery, but extended its fishing activities to include Islandic cod.5
The town sent thirteen sloops in 1759 to Iceland for the cod fishery,6

while in 1763 "ten or twelve ships go annually from this place to the Iceland
Cod Fishery, which, in some seasons, is a very lucrative employment', and

"a considerable trade is carried on, of the oil drawn from the livers

1. Hasted, op.cit., Volume IV, 293, n(k).

2. Iyons, op.cit., 22; The Margate Guide (1780), 28,

3 Seymour, op.cit., 218, noted fish coming to the City's fish market
from the Isle of Thanet.

4., Barlow, op.cit., 6.

5. Whyman (1966), op.cit., 35, and (January 1977), Op.cit., 37.

6. A Tour through the Island of Creat Britain D

ivided i3 :
Journies (8th Ed., 1778), 140. into Circuits or
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1

of the fish, which are brought home in casks for that purpose''. There
were considerable fluctuations in the cod trade from year to year:

"in a successful year it is a very profitable trade.

The cod bring on an average, at home markets about

£2.10s. an hundred, by tale; a considerable trade

is carried on of the oil made of their livers'. (2)

The Icelandic cod trade from Broadstairs reached its peak of achieve-

ment and prosperity during the middle decades of the eighteenth century,

to such an extent that the expansion of Broadstairsyas 'a considerable

hamlet in the parish of St. Peter, which within the last century has been

gradually growing in size and consequence...was probably first occasioned
by the number of vessels fitted out for the North Sea and Iceland Cod-
fishrery".3 Although from the end of the 1760's the cod fishery in Icelandic

waters declined, it revived for short periods and proved highly prosperous

in some years. The Margate Guide of 1770 related how "a few years since,

several Ships went annually from this place to the Iceland Cod-Fishery, and

it was deemed a lucrative Employment, but they have 1atély been discouraged”

by want of Success, and that branch of Trade has fallen almost to nothing'. 4
B;r the 1790's Broadstairs fishermen were seeking cod nearer to hame,

in the North Sea.5 The Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book provides

1« Iyons, op.cit., 22.

The Kentish Traveller's Companion., in a Descriptive View of the Towns ,
Villages, Remarkable Buildings and Antiouities situated on or near

the Road from Tondon to Margate Dover and Canterb hth Ed.,
Canterbury, 1799), 280. |

5. Ibid., 280.

4. The Margate Guide... In a Ietter to a Friend (1770), op.cit., 30-1.

5, Whyman (1966), op.cit., 35-6.and.(January.1977), op.cite, 375

The Kentish Traveller!s Companion (5th Ed., Cantexrbury, 1799

op.cit.,
280,
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some details of the fishing trade for the 1790'3..‘l 90 far as fishing in

distant waters was concerned, the eighteenth century presented two drawbacks.

Not only had local fishermen to contend with increasing foreign competition

2

which, in the case of the Dutch, was highly organized, but they suffered

also from frequent wars between 1690 and 1815, from the War of the Spanish

succession through to the end of the Napoleonic Wars. These wars produced

an insecure envirorment on the seas to the detriment of the fishing industry,

and they adversely affected eighteenth century Broadstairs. The French and

Napoleonic Wars were the final deathblow to the Icelandic cod trade, soO

that "this place had once a great trade to Iceland,and employed several

vessels in the cod fishery, but from the ravages of war and other disasters

/it/ is now /1816/ gone to decay".3 There still remained, however, local

markets to be supplied, and if less is known about them this is because so

1little is known about the flow and volume of internal trade in genera1.4

1

Do

4.

The Harbour Commissioners were paid on 29 October 1792, £1.18s.94. for
landing 1,500 cod from the Sloop Lively; on 7 November 12s.6d. for
shipping "2,500 cod on y Kent"; on 17 November 2s.6d. for "500 cod
shipped on y Boat Endeavour"; on 3 December 1792, £2.2s.6d. was paid on
"Fish landed from y Sloop Neptune' and 8s.6d. for 27 "Barrels of Liver';

on 25 Janwary 1794, £1.95.8d. was paid on "Fish and 0il landed from
the Neptune', Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book, 1792-3, 1793-4,

From the same source Eerge the names and payments of local fishermen:
thus, on 9 July 1792, J. Mockett paid 5s. for a fishing season, and
subsequently on 27 November he paid 4s. for the herring season; on

2 March 1797, Richard Culmer paid 2s. for his whaling boat, and Mr.
Philpot 2s. for his lobster boat, ibid., 1792-3, 1796-7.

The Broadstairs Pier Treasurer's Account Book, 1792-3, and 1797-8

indicates the intrusion of foreign fishermen into native waters:

Jdewas paid on 7 November 1792 for a "Dutch fisherman on Watering",
and 1s. harbour dues by two Dutch vessels on 18 November, and.a French
fisherman paid 1s. harbour dues on 5 May 1793.

ihe New Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs Guide (6th Ed., Margate, 1816),
op.cit., 108.

Whyman (1966_3), op.cit., 36 and(January 1977), op.cit., 37. One indication
of the possible demand for fish existed in Canterbury and its environs,

the City containing in 1801, 2,018 houses and 10,498 inhabitants,
H. Moore, A New and Comprehensive Svstem of Universal Geograr (0.1811),

46. Canterbury traded with the neighbouring villages and farms of the

o surrounding countryside.



Other Thanet maritime activities included foying, shipping and
smuggling. Coastal inhabitants always viewed the sea as offering sources
of livelihood in ways over and above fishing or coastal and foreign trading.
'Foying', which was common to the ports of Thanet, Deal and Dover, embraced
several maritime functions, notably servicing and provisioning passing ships,
going off to vessels in distress with anchors and chains, or rescuing crews
and wrecks, particularly from the Goodwin Sands. Boats, known as hovellers
or luggers, were kept in readiness at Ramsgate, Broadstairs, Margate, Deal
and Dover to render assistance to distressed vessels in the Downs. This
aspect of foying was apparent to William Camden in 1586: 'when there happen
any shipwrecks, as there do now and then, for those shallows and shelves so
much dreaded by seamen, lie over and against it; namely the Godwin, etc...
they 'ﬁhanet seamep_? are extremely anxious to save the Iading" .1 Mockett
writing of Broadstairs two centuries later noted "here are sailors of the
best descriptions; many ships and their crews have been saved by the
exertions of these men, who have ventured their lives to save others".2

Forty years earlier it was observed how "a great Number of Craft and

Pilots now actually station themselves at Ramsgate and are the means of

saving many lives and much property".3

Eighteenth and early nineteenth
century references to foying are numerous, and it was clearly an activity
which increased in importance as commerce expanded. Whereas Smeaton reckoned
that "more than 4/5ths of all the tonnage and value of shipping is carried on

in vessels not exceeding 300 tons",4 convoys of East and West Indian and

other sizable trading vessels were continually leaving or making for I.ondcm..»5

1 Camden, op.cit., Gibson's 2nd E4. (1722), Volume I, 244.
2. Mockett, op.cit., 2,

3. Smeaton, op.cit., 7.

4. 1bid., 5; this seems to bear out Davis, o .cit., 79, noted above.

5. Whyman, (1966), o .cit., 36, and (Januvary 1977), op.cite.y 37,
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While 1t is possible to overstate the importance to the local economy in
terms of numbers or capital employed of rendering assistance to distressed
vessels, it was nevertheless an econoﬁic function which gave national
significance to East Kent, being of considerable importance to the national
economy, when measured by lives and the value of vessels or cargoes saved.1
There was, however, another side to foying which occasioned much

criticism from eighteenth century contemporaries, and this related to

pilfering or 'paultring'. In 1723 the Rev. John Iewis sought to defend the
reputation of Thanet mariners by stating that they were fine sailors, 'very
dextrous and bold in going off to Ships in distress", but "it's a thousand
pities that they are so apt to pilfer stranded Sships, and abuse those who
have<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>