
Table 1.  The Life History of the Çatalhöyük  Community: The Bioarchaeological Record 

    

     

Inference Evidence  Early Period Middle Period  Late Period 

  7100-6700 cal BCE 6700-6500 cal BCE 6500-5950 cal BCE 

________________________________________________ __________________________________________ ________________ ________________ __________________ 

Birthrate  juvenility index  low  increase decline  

Living environment  fecal matter and parasites poor poor  poor 

Domesticated plant carbohydrates in diet carbon isotope ratios present  present present 

Animal sources of protein (caprines) in diet nitrogen isotope ratios elevated increase increase 

Unrelated persons interred within households carbon and nitrogen stable isotope ratios variable variable variable  

Unrelated persons interred  within households dental phenotypic variation variable variable variable 

Distance of herding from community sheep stable isotope ratios local increase increase  

Distance of herding from community sheep tooth microwear variation  present  increased variation increased variation 

Adult mobility and workload long bone cross-sectional geometry low   increase increase 

Juvenile mobility and workload cross-sectional geometry elevated increase increase 

Enamel development disruption enamel defects (hypoplasia) ubiquitous ubiquitous ubiquitous 

Physiological stress dental fluctuating asymmetry elevated elevated   decrease 

Body size/development growth patterns in body size   normal normal normal 

Density-dependent specific infectious diseases diagnostic pathology (e.g., TB) absent absent absent 

Prevalence of localized skeletal infection sub-periosteal reactions elevated elevated elevated 

Prevalence of oral infection dental carious lesion prevalence elevated elevated elevated  

Intra-community Interpersonal violence cranial depressed fractures elevated elevated increase 

 


