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The pottery consumption c AD 260-70 at the Roman coastal defence 

fort, Oudenburg, N orthem Gaul 

Sofie Vanhoutte, Wouter Dhaeze and Wim De Clercq 

Summary 

A study of military pottery consumption at the transition 

of the middle to late Roman period based on an 

impm!ant pottery group from a dump of c AD 260-70 at 

the Roman Saxon Shore fort at Oudenburg, West 

Flanders, Belgium 

The Oudenburg castellum and the context of 
the pottery dump 

Oudenburg (Province of West-Flanders) is situated 8km 

from the Flemish coastline, in the polder area between 

Ostend and Bruges (Fig 1). In Roman times the site was 

strategically positioned on an elevated sandy ridge of 

mudflats and marshes intersected by natural gullies 

overlooking the Coastal Plain (see Mostc1,ert 2000, 4). 

Long before the first excavations took place it has been 

assumed that there was a Roman fort at Oudenburg on the 

basis of toponymic, topographic and historic sources 

together with Roman finds recorded since the 17th 

century. Excavations in the 1950's proved the presence of 

the fort and research in the 1950's, 60's and 70's by 

Joseph Mertens located several successive castella, with 

two related military cemeteries more than 400m to the 

west of the fort as well as the remains of an older civil 

settlement (Mertens 1977, 1980, 1987; Mertens and Van 

Impe 1971; Creus 1975). Mertens concluded that 

Oudenburg had had a long military history from the late 

Fig 1: Locations of Oudenburg, Aardenburg, Domburg and Schouwen, the Saxon Shore forts in Britain q,nd the 
:/, -,: · : presu,ned Saion Shore forts of Belgica Secunda 






























































































