Kent Academic Repository
Full text document (pdf)
Citation for published version
Sun, Jingyuan and Yan, Yong (2017) Computational characterisation of intermittent hydrodynamic
behaviours in a riser with Geldart A particles. Powder Technology, 311 . pp. 41-51. ISSN
0032-5910.

DOI
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.powtec.2016.12.060

Link to record in KAR
http://kar.kent.ac.uk/59826/

Document Version
Author's Accepted Manuscript

Copyright & reuse
Content in the Kent Academic Repository is made available for research purposes. Unless otherwise stated all
content is protected by copyright and in the absence of an open licence (eg Creative Commons), permissions
for further reuse of content should be sought from the publisher, author or other copyright holder.

Versions of research
The version in the Kent Academic Repository may differ from the final published version.
Users are advised to check http://kar.kent.ac.uk for the status of the paper. Users should always cite the
published version of record.

Enquiries
For any further enquiries regarding the licence status of this document, please contact:
researchsupport@kent.ac.uk
If you believe this document infringes copyright then please contact the KAR admin team with the take-down
information provided at http://kar.kent.ac.uk/contact.html

Computational Characterisation of Intermittent
Hydrodynamic Behaviours in a Riser with Geldart A
Particles
Jingyuan Suna, Yong Yana,*
a

School of Engineering and Digital Arts, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2
7NT, U.K.

Abstract
In the riser of a gas-solid circulating fluidised bed (CFB) with Geldart A particles, the
multiscale interactions and diverse coherent structures give rise to an important
hydrodynamic phenomenon called flow intermittency. In this work, the two-fluid model
incorporating the energy minimisation multi-scale (EMMS) drag model is employed to
simulate the gas-solid flow in the riser. The predicted fluctuating signals are processed
to acquire the intermittency indices, wavelet flatness factors, power spectra of solids
volume fraction fluctuation, probability density function (PDF) of wavelet coefficients
for solids fluctuating velocity, and PDF of solids volume fraction, based on which the
flow intermittency and effects of coherent structures are characterised. The results
presented in this paper reveal that the EMMS-based computational fluid dynamics
(CFD) simulation in combination with the fluctuating signal analysis provide an indepth understanding of the intermittent flow behaviours in the riser with Geldart A
particles. Particle clusters and particle vortices are identified as typical coherent
structures in the riser, and the flow intermittency, caused by the flow field heterogeneity
and the presence of coherent structures, is found to be significantly dependent on the
radial locations and operation conditions.
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scale approach, fluctuating signal analysis

1. Introduction
In view of the excellent performance in interphase mixing, heat and mass transfer,
and handling capability of particles, CFBs are extensively employed in industrial
processes, such as fluid catalytic cracking (FCC), pyrolysis of coal, Fischer-Tropsch
synthesis to name but a few. Geldart A particles (e.g. pulverised coal, FCC particles)
are commonly used as the bed materials of CFBs. Owing to the small sizes, lower
apparent densities and high specific surface areas, Geldart A particles are highly prone
to form heterogeneous flow structures, typically the particle clusters, under the complex
gas-solid interactions during fluidisation. These flow structures along with the
intermittent nature of local solids flow yield an important consequence called flow
intermittency, referring to the intermittent occurrence of large-magnitude fluctuations
reflected in the flow signals [1, 2]. As the flow intermittency is closely related to the
heterogeneous distribution of hydrodynamic parameters and the non-equilibrium flow
state, which can further result in fluidisation faults such as stagnant zones, hot spots,
particle adhesion to the wall, slugs, and even defludisation, it is necessary to understand
the hydrodynamic characteristics of the intermittent flow behaviours in a CFB with
Geldart A particles. Despite extensive studies conducted on the experimentation and
simulation of CFBs with Geldart A particles [3-9], the knowledge about flow
intermittency is still limited. Brereton and Grace [10] derived an intermittency index
from the measured suspension density fluctuating signals to quantify the nonuniformity of the flow field in a riser. This parameter was then used to indicate the
occurrence of flow structures (e.g. particle agglomerates, particle clusters) at a given
location, namely, the higher the index value, the stronger the influence of these
structures [2, 11, 12]. However, the intermittency index only offers a rough
quantification and is far from describing the complex intermittent flow behaviours in a
CFB. If referring to single-phase turbulence, the flow intermittency due to the presence
of coherent flow structures was characterised through the analysis of fluctuating
velocity signals, using the processing approaches such as energy spectra, wavelet
2

transform and auto-correlation [13-18]. Such a methodology has been applied to a
bubbling fluidised bed with Geldart B particles in our previous studies [19, 20].
However, the flow field in a CFB is more complex than that in the bubbling bed, such
as the fiercer gas-solids flow, full-loop solids circulation, coexistence of different flow
regimes, and dependence of operation conditions on both the gas velocity and solids
flux. Therefore, the flow intermittency and coherent structure behaviours in a CFB are
different from those in a bubbling bed and require special characterisation. In addition,
as Geldart A particles exhibit significantly different fluidisation characteristics from the
previously studied Geldart B particles [19, 20], the effects of operating conditions on
the intermittent behaviours of Geldart A particles are expected to be different from those
of Geldart B particles. It is thus necessary to study this issue in the present work.
CFD simulation is now extensively accepted as a desirable tool for characterising
the flow behaviours in gas-solid systems. The two-fluid model employing coarse grids
is widely used for the simulation of commercial equipment, owing to its less
computational expense than that of the discrete element method and direct numerical
simulation. As the sizes of flow structures (e.g. particle clusters) in the CFBs with
Geldart A particles range from several particle diameters to the riser diameter, adequate
sub-grid models are required to take the effects of the unresolved mesoscale structures
on the constitutive laws into account [21, 22]. One approach is the adoption of the socalled filtered models developed to describe the sub-grid closures of drag force [23-25].
The other is to use the EMMS drag model, with which the heterogeneity and mesoscalestructure effects on the interphase interactions within a computational grid are
accounted for [4, 26-29]. Therefore, the EMMS-based two-fluid model, in combination
with the aforementioned fluctuating signal processing approaches originating from
single-phase turbulence, is naturally suitable for characterising the roles of flow
structures on the flow intermittency in a CFB. However, very little relevant work has
been reported to date. In this work, the two-fluid model incorporating the EMMS model,
with closures from the kinetic theory of granular flow, is used to simulate the riser
section of a CFB with Geldart A particles based on the experimental set-up by Li and
Kwauk [26]. The predicted fluctuating signals are further processed to obtain the
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intermittency indices, wavelet flatness factors, power spectra of solids volume fraction
fluctuation, PDF of wavelet coefficients for solids fluctuating velocity, and PDF of
solids volume fraction, from which the understanding of flow intermittency and flow
structure characteristics in the riser is advanced.

2. CFD model
The CFD model employed in this work consists of conservation equations (mass
and momentum) and constitutive equations, most of which is the same as that used in
our previous work [19, 20], except for the solids kinetic viscosity and drag models.
Readers can refer to the work [19, 20] for more detailed information. The solids kinetic
viscosity, s,kin , is computed from the Gidaspow model [30],

s,kin 
where

s

fraction,

10s ds s

96 s 1  ess  g0,ss
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1 5 g0,ss s 1  ess  
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is the particle density, ds the particle diameter,

s

(1)

s

the solids volume

the granular temperature, ess the restitution coefficient, g0,ss the radial

distribution function.
The interphase momentum exchange is described by the EMMS drag model [28],
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is the interphase momentum transfer coefficient,  g the voidage, g the

gas density, ug and us the velocity of gas and solids phases, respectively, CD the
drag force coefficient,    g  the heterogeneous index depending on both the locally
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*
transient and globally averaged information of the two-phase flow,  g the critical gas

volume fraction (critical voidage), g the gas viscosity, Res the Reynolds number.
In this work, the computation scheme proposed by Yang et al. [28] is used to derive the
expressions of    g  for different operation conditions. A brief introduction is
presented here for the sake of clarity, and the reader is referred to Yang et al. [28, 31]
for the details.
The basic concept of the EMMS model is that the heterogeneous structures are
resolved into a particle-rich dense cluster phase and a gas-rich dilute phase. The gassolid interactions are correspondingly resolved into the interaction between the gas and
particles within each phase and that between the dense and dilute phases. In addition,
the energy consumption for suspending and transporting particles, Nst, should be
minimum to achieve the system stability condition [26, 32]. Three gas-solid interactions,
derived from the momentum balance for particles and the pressure drop balance for gas,
are computed from,
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where M c and M f are the number of particles per unit volume in the dense and
dilute phases, respectively, Mi the number of clusters per unit volume, Fdense and

Fdilute the drag force on a single particle in the dense and dilute phases, respectively,
Fcluster the drag force on a single cluster,

c

and  f

f

the volume fraction of the dense phase,

the voidage of the dense and dilute phases, respectively, dcl the

hydrodynamic equivalent cluster diameter, CDc
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and CDf

the effective drag

coefficients for a particle in the dense and dilute phases, respectively, CDi the
effective drag coefficient for a cluster, U slip ,c , Uslip, f and U slip ,i the superficial slip
the

velocities in the dense phase, dilute phase and interphase, respectively, g
gravitational acceleration,

a the average acceleration of particles in a control volume.

The system stability condition is expressed as,

 g
U
N st
 1 f
f 1  f  gf = min
NT
Ug
1 g

(9)

where N st is the mass-specific energy consumption for suspending and transporting
particles, NT the mass-specific total energy consumption for particles, U gf

the

superficial gas velocity in the dilute phase, Ug the superficial gas velocity.
By solving the relevant nonlinear equations with specified Ug, Gs and

g,

the

heterogeneous index    g  is obtained. The derived expressions of    g  for
different operation conditions are,
For Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s) [28],
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 g >0.936

For Ug=2.1 m/s, Gs=24.1 kg/(m2 s),
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,
2
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In addition, the two-phase turbulence is depicted by the standard k- dispersed
model, which is applicable when the concentration of the secondary phase is low [33].

3. Simulation configuration
Two-dimensional simulations were carried out for the riser section of the CFB used
in the experiments by Li and Kwauk [26], as illustrated in Figure 1. The inner diameter
and height of the riser were 0.090 m and 10.5 m, respectively. The air introduced from
the bottom was assumed to be in a uniform distribution with a specified superficial
velocity. FCC particles were used as the bed materials with an average diameter of 54
m and density of 930 kg/m3. The solids were initially packed up to a certain height H0
with the minimum fluidisation voidage for all the testing cases. During the fluidisation,
the solids were carried upward by air to exit from the outlets, and in turn fed back into
the solids inlets at the bottom by specifying that the solids flow rate at the two side
inlets was equal to that at the top outlets [28].
The computation geometry and grids of the riser in this work were generated using
the commercial software package GAMBIT 2.3.16. A uniform-grid scheme was
adopted in both the axial and lateral directions, and three grid resolutions, 40  150
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(coarse grids), 40  300 (medium grids), and 40  600 (fine grids) corresponding to a
refinement factor of 2, were tested to quantify the spatial discretisation errors of the
simulations. The grid analysis results will be presented in Section 4.1.
The commercial CFD software package ANSYS-FLUENT 15.0 was applied to
solve the aforementioned conservation and constitutive equations, with the numerical
parameters and boundary conditions under different operation conditions given in Table
1. The second order upwind scheme and QUICK scheme were used to discretise the
momentum and volume fraction equations, respectively. The phase-coupled SIMPLE
algorithm was used for pressure-velocity coupling. The under relaxation factors of 0.5,
0.3, 0.2, 0.4, 0.4, and 0.5 were adopted for the iteration of momentum, volume fraction,
granular temperature, turbulent kinetic energy, turbulent dissipation rate, and turbulent
viscosity, respectively. All the simulations were performed on an I620-G20 Sugon
Server with Intel E5-2600V3 CPUs for 40 s in an unsteady mode with a time step of
0.0005 s, and the convergence criterion was reached when all the residues were less
than 0.001. The flow quantities such as solids volume fraction and solids velocity were
sampled at a frequency of 500 Hz. To eliminate the start-up effects of the simulations,
the quantities obtained between 20 s and 40 s were used for further analysis.
Table 1 Numerical parameters and boundary conditions used in the simulations
Description
Air density,

Value
1.225 kg/m3

g

Air viscosity, µg

1.81  10-5 Pa s

Particle diameter, ds

54 m

Particle density,

930 kg/m3

s

Initial condition
Static bed height, H0 [4, 28]
Minimum fluidisation voidage,

1.22 m, 2.80 m, 1.22 m
0.5

mf

Gas inlet boundary condition
Superficial gas velocity, Ug [4, 28]

1.52 m/s, 1.52m/s, 2.10 m/s

Solids volume fraction,

0

s
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Solids inlet boundary condition
14.3 kg/(m2 s), 26.9 kg/(m2 s), 24.1 kg/(m2 s)

Solids flux, Gs [4, 28]
Solids volume fraction,

0.5

s

Outlet boundary condition
1.01325抜105 Pa

Outlet pressure, pg
Wall boundary condition
Gas phase

No slip

Particle-particle restitution coefficient

0.95

Particle specularity coefficient

0.6

4. Results and discussion
4.1. Model verification
Although it has been demonstrated that the drag models employing sub-corrections
such as the EMMS model are capable of capturing finer flow structures with relatively
coarse grids [34], the effects of grid resolution on the simulation results are still to be
quantified. Figure 2 shows the time-averaged axial voidage profiles at Ug=1.52 m/s and
Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s) obtained from the coarse-, medium- and fine-grid simulations,
respectively. Both the medium and fine grids result in good consistency with the
experimental data from Li and Kwauk [26], while the coarse ones lead to more obvious
deviation. Therefore, the medium grids were used in the following simulations as a
compromise between the computational accuracy and expense.

4.2. Intermittency indices
The intermittent nature and heterogeneity of local solids flow in the riser can be
quantified by the intermittency index. It was defined by Brereton and Grace [10] and
derived from the instantaneous solids volume fraction fluctuating signals [11, 12, 34],
expressed as,

=


s

(13)
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where



location,

is the standard deviation of solids volume fraction fluctuation at a given

s

the standard deviation of solids volume fraction fluctuation for an ideal

cluster flow, with a consistent time-averaged solids volume fraction at the same location,
and computed from,



 s   s  s ,mf   s



(14)

where  s is the time-averaged solids volume fraction and s,mf the solids volume
fraction under the minimum fluidisation condition. The index value of 0 represents a
perfectly homogeneous local suspension and no variation of solids volume fraction with
time occurs. The value of 1 indicates an ideal cluster flow with particles segregated into
clusters or agglomerates, surrounded by the solids-free gas [11, 12]. It is thus concluded
that the higher the value of  , the stronger the flow intermittency is and the more flow
structures exist. Figure 3 compares the axial profiles of intermittency index in the bed
centre (R=0 mm) and near the wall (R=35 mm) under different conditions. At Ug=1.52
m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s) the intermittency index in the bed centre varies between 0.25
and 0.3, indicating a relatively uniform flow pattern along the axis, as shown in Figure
3(a). The intermittency indices near the wall are higher than those in the bed centre and
exhibit more significant oscillation along the axis, representing stronger flow
intermittency and particle cluster motion near the wall. With the increase of solids flux
in Figure 3(b), a core-annulus flow pattern is formed, resulting in significantly higher
intermittency indices compared to those in Figure 3(a), along with increased differences
between the two profiles in the bed centre and near the wall in the lower positions.
Under this dense suspension condition, the stronger flow heterogeneity near the wall is
related to the wall restriction and the shear exerted on solids flow, and the formation of
more particle clusters moving along the wall, especially in the lower dense region.
Meanwhile, the less heterogeneous dilute suspension is conveyed upward in the central
region. Such flow pattern is consistent with that deduced from the experimental
intermittency index distribution in a riser with coal ash particles [11]. When the
superficial gas velocity increases to 2.10 m/s while the solids flux basically remains
10

unchanged, the phase mixing and radial solids exchange are again enhanced, making
the cross-sectional solids flow more uniform and the two index profiles closer, as shown
in Figure 3(c). Yet in the lower positions, the intermittency indices near the wall are
still much higher than those in the bed centre. Moreover, the intermittency indices are
lower than those in Figure 3(b), since the stronger upward gas flow and solids
interactions at Ug=2.10 m/s inhibit the formation of particle clusters and other flow
structures.

4.3. Wavelet flatness factors
Through statistical analysis of solids volume fraction fluctuating signals, the
intermittency index provides an ‘average’ description of flow intermittency, which is
related directly to the particle cluster motion in the CFB. However, the flow signals
contain multi-scale hydrodynamic information owing to the multi-scale nature of the
flow in the CFB, and the intermittency is also a multi-scale hydrodynamic property of
a flow field [13, 19, 35]. Therefore, it is necessary to decompose the flow signals into
multiple scales, based on which the intermittency at different scales is quantified, and
the relationships between the intermittency and various flow behaviours are
characterised. This is an approach different from the intermittency index for
understanding the flow intermittency. More specifically, the multi-scale intermittency
is characterised by analysing the fluctuating signals through wavelet transform
incorporating flatness factors [19]. The flatness factor of wavelet coefficients
(abbreviated as wavelet flatness factor hereinafter) at each scale is computed from,
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where r represents the wavelet scale, w r   t  the wavelet coefficient at scale r and
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time t, p w 

r

t 

the probability density of w r   t  , and

the average over the

time. In addition,
FF(r)=3 representing no flow intermittency and the signal in Gaussian distribution,
FF(r)<3 representing strong randomness of the signal,
FF(r)>3 representing strong flow intermittency caused by coherent structures.
The coherent structures mentioned here refer to specific flow structures. According to
the definition in single-phase turbulence, coherent structures are the connected, largescale turbulent fluid mass with phase-correlated vorticities over their spatial extents,
containing high flow energy [36]. They play a dominant role in determining the flow
intermittency. Similarly in a riser with Geldart A particles, it is already known from
Section 4.2 that the flow intermittency is strongly dependent on the presence of particle
clusters, which should therefore be regarded as ‘coherent structures’. Moreover, as
typical coherent structures in a bubbling fluidised bed [20], particle vortices also
frequently appear in the riser. They are generated by the velocity gradients and wall
shear, carrying flow energy and heterogeneity. It is thus logical to classify the particle
vortices as coherent structures in the riser as well. Figure 4 shows the simulated
contours of instantaneous solids volume fraction and solids velocity vector. The arrows
in the figure represent the directions of solids motion, and the values on the colour bar
stand for the solids volume fractions. Particle clusters and particle vortices are
distinguished from the solids volume fraction and solids velocity distributions,
respectively. Specifically, particle clusters are indicated by the protrusion from the wall
and the strands in the bed with higher solids volume fraction than the dilute phase, and
are continuously formed and broken due to the interactions with the gas stream. While
an ideal particle vortex is a flow structure with the solids vector lines rotating around a
centre. However, such particle vortices are difficult to exist continuously in the riser
due to the chaotic nature of the flow field. Therefore, in the simulated contours of solids
velocity vector, the regions with rotating vector lines or sharp changes of vector
directions are identified as particle vortices. Based on these criteria, typical particle
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clusters and particle vortices are identified in the local enlarged map in Figure 4. It is
found that the particle vortices tend to appear in the diluter regions close to the particle
clusters. Therefore, the occurrences of particle clusters and particle vortices are likely
to be associated in the riser with Geldart A particles. Moreover, it is shown that the
existence of these coherent structures affects both the solids volume fraction and solids
velocity distributions, from which the flow intermittency is reflected. As the coherent
structures are mainly distributed near the wall, we focused on the flow intermittency
analysis at R=35 mm in the following work.
In terms of the aforementioned wavelet transform for intermittency representation,
it is required to determine the wavelet basis and decomposition scale firstly. Referring
to turbulence flow, owing to the optimal combination between the wavelet length and
vanishing moments and the good localization in space and scale domains, the
Daubechies 3 and 4 wavelets are recommended for characterising the flow energy
transport and effects of localised events (intermittency) on wavelet spectra [37, 38]. The
Daubechies 3 wavelet is thus employed in this work for the wavelet transform of the
simulated solids axial fluctuating velocity signals. On the other hand, as the discrete
wavelet transform is commonly used for the wavelet flatness factor calculation [13, 16,
35], the velocity signals obtained in this work are decomposed into 12 scales through
discrete wavelet transform. Figure 5 presents the effects of solids flux on the wavelet
flatness factor variation with the frequency and height. For the sake of clarify, the
variation profiles are divided into two groups, namely, the lower and higher parts of the
riser, respectively. In addition, the results at higher than 125 Hz are excluded as the
corresponding signal components are of fairly small amplitude and may contain
numerical errors. It is shown in Figure 5 that the variation tendencies of wavelet flatness
factor with the frequency are similar for all the heights under investigation. The wavelet
flatness factors are around 3 at the frequencies lower than 3 Hz, indicating weak flow
intermittency. According to the cascade theory of turbulence energy [1, 39], such
frequency scope belongs to the energy-containing range and inertial range, where the
temporal and spatial distributions of the low-frequency fluctuation are relatively
13

uniform owing to their longer periods. At the frequencies higher than 3 Hz is the
dissipation range, in which the wavelet flatness factor increases first slowly and then
rapidly with the frequency. The flow intermittency in this range is significantly
enhanced since the flow energy transport from low frequencies (large scales) to high
frequencies (small scales) results in the formation of small-scale structures with
heterogeneity. Moreover, the energy distribution at small scales is less uniform due to
the impacts of the quasi-ordered motion of coherent structures [39]. In the riser, such
motion refers to the intermittent formation, disintegration and falling of particle clusters,
as well as the rotation of particle vortices. It is also shown that the wavelet flatness
factors at higher than 50 Hz are much larger than the rest. Therefore, they are used as a
main indication of the flow intermittency in the whole spectrum. Based on this concept,
the flow intermittency is found to be strengthened with the solids flux at all the heights
under investigation, as shown in Figure 5. This is because the overall solids holdup in
the riser is increased with the solids flux, leading to the formation of a core-annulus
flow pattern and more particle clusters flowing along the wall. A consistent conclusion
was also derived from the variation of intermittency index in Figure 3. In the meanwhile,
more particle vortices are induced near the wall owing to the increased flow
heterogeneity and velocity gradients, and their influence on the flow intermittency is
also reflected from the wavelet flatness factor variation. In addition, no direct
relationship between the wavelet flatness factor and height is exhibited, probably due
to the complex effects of various flow behaviours on the axial distribution of flow
intermittency.
Figure 6 shows the effects of superficial gas velocity on the wavelet flatness factor
variation with the frequency and height. The energy-containing range, inertial range
and dissipation range are also clearly identified, with a similar frequency division as
that in Figure 5. When the superficial gas velocity increases to 2.10 m/s, the overall
solids holdup is correspondingly decreased. Particles are thus prone to be conveyed
upward in a more dilute flow pattern, and the formation of particle clusters is weakened.
Besides, the intensity of particle vortices is reduced due to the less heterogeneity of the
14

flow field. Therefore, the flow intermittency, mainly indicated by the wavelet flatness
factors at higher than 50 Hz, is significantly weakened with the superficial gas velocity,
as shown in Figure 6. A consistent conclusion was also obtained from Figure 3.

4.4. Power spectra of solids volume fraction fluctuation
Spectral analysis yields valuable information in the frequency domain about the
dynamic behaviours in a fluidised bed. The most commonly used spectral analysis is
the power spectrum of pressure fluctuation. Johnson et al. [40] and Zarghami et al. [41]
found that the low-frequency range (up to 4 Hz) in a pressure power spectrum was
related to some macro-structures in the beds, while the ranges of 4-10 Hz and 20-200
Hz corresponded to the meso-structures and micro-structures, respectively.
Aghabararnejad et al. [42] also identified the three ranges in a log-log pressure spectrum,
with the two fall-off ranges at higher frequencies linearly fitted with different slopes.
However, the pressure spectra are dominantly determined by bubble behaviours while
contain limited information about solids motion in a fluidised bed. In this work, the
power spectra of solids volume fraction fluctuation were derived to indicate some
hydrodynamic properties related to the solids flow in the riser. Figure 7 shows typical
power spectra in the bed centre under different conditions. To eliminate high-frequency
numerical errors, the original simulated signals were resampled to 250 Hz in prior to
further analysis. Figure 7 exhibits that despite the strong fluctuation of the frequency
components, three segments are still identified in each spectrum curve, as separated by
the two green lines. The low-frequency fluctuation (<1 Hz) with large magnitude is in
the energy-containing range, followed by the inertial range between 1 Hz and 3 Hz, in
which the flow energy is transported from low to high frequencies [1]. A more rapid
decay of the spectrum curve with the frequency is exhibited at higher than 3 Hz, which
can be regarded as the dissipation range. Such division of the frequency range is
consistent with that based on the wavelet flatness factor distribution, as stated in Section
4.3. A similar conclusion was also drawn from the power spectra of solids fluctuating
energy (abbreviated as solids energy spectra) in our previous work [19].
Although the power spectra under different conditions in Figure 7 have similar
15

trends, the flow information embedded in them is different from each other. It was
already revealed that the Levy-Kolmogorov law was obeyed in the inertial range of a
solids energy spectrum, with the corresponding decay index (slope) representing the
flow intermittency [19]. In this work, we applied this analysis method to the spectrum
curves in Figure 7, with an aim to identify the flow intermittency from similar ‘decay
indices’. Table 2 lists the decay indices of the power spectra in the bed centre under
different conditions. For all the heights under investigation, the decay index decreases
with the solids flux and increases with the superficial gas velocity. According to the
Levy-Kolmogorov law, the decay index for turbulence flow is an indication of flow
intermittency and varies between -3 and -5/3 [14, 19]. As the Reynolds number
decreases or the flow heterogeneity increases, the decay index decreases towards -3,
representing stronger intermittency, and vice versa. While in this work, based on the
variation of flow intermittency with the operation conditions stated above (Section 4.2
and 4.3), similar relationship between the decay indices in Table 2 and the flow
intermittency is found, namely, the smaller the decay index, the stronger the flow
intermittency. However, the range of decay indices presented in Table 2 is not strictly
between -3 to -5/3, as the distributions of frequency components in the solids volume
fraction spectra and solids energy spectra may be different. The unusual small decay
index at h=9.0 m, Ug=1.52 m/s and Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s) may be attributed to the
extremely complex influence of flow structure behaviours on the intermittency in the
chaotic gas-solid flow field.

Table 2. Decay indices of the power spectra under different conditions (R=0 mm)
Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3

Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=26.9

Ug=2.10 m/s, Gs=24.1

kg/(m2 s)

kg/(m2 s)

kg/(m2 s)

3.0

-0.46

-0.93

-0.59

6.0

-0.91

-1.77

-1.36

9.0

-2.25

-1.01

-0.86

Height /m
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Figure 8 further presents typical power spectra near the wall under different
conditions, with the decay indices listed in Table 3. Similar variation tendencies are
exhibited as those shown in Figure 7 and Table 2.
Table 3. Decay indices of the power spectra under different conditions (R=35 mm)
Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3

Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=26.9

Ug=2.10 m/s, Gs=24.1

kg/(m2 s)

kg/(m2 s)

kg/(m2 s)

3.0

-0.98

-1.90

-1.08

6.0

-0.84

-0.98

-0.50

9.0

-1.18

-2.11

-1.15

Height /m

4.5. PDF of wavelet coefficients
It is known that the singularities in fluctuating signals are reflected in the wide tails
of the PDF of wavelet coefficients derived from these signals [15, 20]. Such wide tails
with large negative and positive wavelet coefficients thus represent the events of large
and small amplitudes, compared to the mean, which make an important contribution to
the statistics and are usually related to flow intermittency [43]. In this Section, the
Mexican hat wavelet is adopted as the wavelet basis owing to its suitability for
fluctuating signal interpretation and coherent structure analysis [20, 44]. However, this
wavelet is only applicable to continuous wavelet transform. It is noteworthy that the
relationship between the decomposition scale of the continuous wavelet transform ( rcon)
r
and that of the discrete wavelet transform ( rdis ) is rcon  2 dis . Due to the high

computational cost of continuous wavelet transform with a high decomposition scale,

rcon=256 is used for the decomposition of the simulated solids axial fluctuating velocity
signals, based on which the PDF of wavelet coefficients at each scale is computed.
Figure 9 shows the PDF of wavelet coefficients at the wavelet scales of 32, 64, 128,
and 256, employing Ug=1.52 m/s and Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s). With the increase of scale, the
PDF becomes ‘wider and shorter’, indicating that the occurrence probability of the
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small wavelet coefficients (e.g. 0~1.5) decreases while that of the large wavelet
coefficients (e.g. 8.0~20.0) correspondingly increases. This is owing to the higher flow
energy carried by the lower-frequency fluctuations. Besides, significant non-smooth
and asymmetry wide tails are exhibited in Figure 9, especially at the scales 128 and 256,
which are related to the complex effects of the quasi-ordered coherent structure
behaviours on flow intermittency, as the Mexican hat wavelet acts as a ‘probe’ for the
detection of coherent structures in the fluctuating signals. Compared Figure 9(a) to
Figure 9(b), with the increase of radial distance, the wide tails are broadened and the
largest negative and positive wavelet coefficients in the wide tails markedly increase.
In addition, the probability of wide tails also increases. This indicates that the flow
intermittency and coherent structure effects are stronger near the wall than those in the
bed centre, agreeing well with the results from the intermittency index variation shown
in Figure 3.
Apart from the intermittency index, it is possible to relate the PDF of wavelet
coefficients with turbulent granular temperature, a hydrodynamic parameter derived
from the simulated solids fluctuating velocity signals and strongly dependent on the
motion of particle clusters/bubbles [45]. The turbulent granular temperature is
computed from,
1
3

1
3

1
3

 turbulent  v 'y v 'y  v x' v x'  v z' v z'
'

(18)

'

'
where v y , vx and v z represent the solids fluctuating velocities in the axial
'
direction and two radial directions, respectively. As the axial fluctuating velocity v y

is much higher than the other two velocities, Eq.(18) is simplified as,
1
3

 turbulent  v 'y v 'y 

2 ' '
vx vx
3

(19)

Figure 10 shows the axial profiles of turbulent granular temperature at different radial
positions, employing Ug=1.52 m/s and Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s). The turbulent granular
temperature in the bed centre basically remains unchanged, while that near the wall is
significantly higher and decreases with the height. This is attributed to the stronger
motion of particle clusters near the wall and also related to the variation of the PDF of
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wavelet coefficients as shown in Figure 9.
Figure 11 shows the effects of solids flux on the PDF of wavelet coefficients near
the wall at different heights. Since the coherent structure behaviours are mainly
reflected at larger scales, the results at the scales of 64, 128, and 256 were adopted for
analysis. Figure 11(a) shows that the wide tails at r=64 and r=128 with Gs=26.9
kg/(m2 s) basically cover those with Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s), while the two wide tails at
r=256 intersect each other. As the flow intermittency and coherent structure motion
were already proven to be stronger at the higher solids flux, it is deduced that the
influence of coherent structure behaviours on the flow intermittency is a compromised
result from different scales (frequencies). In Figure 11(b) the wide tails at all the scales
with Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s) basically cover those with Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s), showing
increased probability with the solids flux.
Figure 12 presents the effects of superficial gas velocity on the PDF of wavelet
coefficients near the wall. At h=3.0 m, the two wide tails with Ug=1.52 m/s and Ug=2.10
m/s intersect each other at all the scales, similar to those in Figure 11(a). While at h=9.0
m, the probability of the wide tails at all the scales basically decreases with the
superficial gas velocity, indicating decreased flow intermittency due to the weakened
formation and motion of coherent structures. This conclusion is also consistent with the
analysed results obtained above.

4.6. PDF of solids volume fraction
In addition to the PDF of wavelet coefficients derived from the solids fluctuating
velocity signals, the PDF of local solids volume fraction provides useful information
about the flow pattern and flow structures in a riser [2]. Figure 13 shows the PDF of
solids volume fraction at h=3.0 m, Ug=1.52 m/s and Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s). In the bed centre,
two peaks are exhibited at the low solids volume fraction and the probability density
decreases with the solids volume fraction, indicating the dominant influence of dilute
flow in this region. While near the wall, the PDF curve becomes more diverse with a
wider span. A narrow peak is identified at the low solids volume fraction, along with
the wide tails with higher solids volume fraction and probability than those in the bed
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centre. This is primarily attributed to the coexistence of particle clusters and dispersed
particle flow near the wall. Although the probability density representing particle
clusters is relatively low, the role of particle clusters on the flow field properties is very
important.
Figure 14 shows the PDF of solids volume fraction near the wall under different
conditions. At h=3.0 m, the increase of solids flux to 26.9 kg/(m2 s) results in a much
wider span of the PDF curve, consistent with the experimental results from Zhang et al.
[2]. Besides, the probability density at the low solids volume fraction decreases while
that at the high solids volume fraction increases, with a small peak even appearing
around the solids volume fraction of 0.52. This is caused by the increase of solids
holdup in the bed with the solids flux, as well as the enhanced formation and motion of
particle clusters. When the superficial gas velocity is increased to 2.10 m/s, the PDF
curve is significantly narrowed with a sharp peak clearly identified at the low solids
volume fraction, which implies a much narrower fluctuation range of solids volume
fraction than that at Ug=1.52 m/s and Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s). This is due to the decrease of
solids holdup and the weakened formation and motion of particle clusters. Compared
Figure 14(a) to Figure 14(b), the PDF curves under the same operation condition exhibit
similar trends, indicating consistent influence of the operation conditions on solids
volume fraction at different heights. Moreover, the maximum solids volume fractions
at Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s) and at Ug=2.10 m/s, Gs=24.1 kg/(m2 s) both decrease
with the height owing to the coexistence of a dense region at lower locations and a
dilute region at higher locations. However, the maximum solids volume fraction at
Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s) basically remains unchanged with the height,
indicating a more uniform axial distribution of solids holdup under this condition.

5. Conclusions
The flow intermittency and coherent structure behaviours in a riser with Geldart A
particles have been characterised through the EMMS-based CFD simulation and
fluctuating signal analysis. The foremost important conclusion drawn from this work is
that the flow intermittency, determined by the flow field heterogeneity and coherent
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structure motion, is significantly dependent on the radial locations in the riser and the
operation conditions. In addition, the particle clusters and particle vortices are found to
be coherent structures in the riser. Specifically, the intermittency index generally
increases with the radial distance and solids flux, and decreases with the superficial gas
velocity. According to the wavelet flatness factor distribution with frequency, the flow
field in the riser is divided into the energy-containing range, inertial range and
dissipation range. The wavelet flatness factors at higher than 50 Hz, representing the
flow intermittency in the whole spectrum, increase with the solids flux and decrease
with the superficial gas velocity. Three segments are also identified in each power
spectrum of solids volume fraction fluctuation, which is consistent well with the
division of frequency range based on the wavelet flatness factor distribution. The decay
index obtained from the inertial range is found to be related to flow intermittency,
namely, the smaller the decay index, the stronger the flow intermittency. The significant
non-smooth and asymmetry wide tails of the PDF of wavelet coefficients, derived from
the solids fluctuating velocity signals, indicate the complex effects of the quasi-ordered
coherent structures on the flow intermittency. Broadened wide tails are observed near
the wall owing to the stronger motion of coherent structures compared to that in the
central region, which is also related to the distribution of turbulent granular temperature.
The comparison of PDF of wavelet coefficients under different conditions has revealed
that the influence of coherent structure behaviours on the flow intermittency is a
compromised result from different scales. Moreover, the PDF of solids volume fraction,
which indicates the flow pattern and flow structure behaviours in the riser, is
significantly broadened with the solids flux and narrowed with the superficial gas
velocity. The results presented in this paper have demonstrated that the EMMS-based
CFD simulation in combination with fluctuating signal analysis provide an in-depth
understanding of the flow intermittency and coherent structure characteristics in a riser
with Geldart A particles. It is envisaged that such in-depth knowledge will lead to
optimised design, scale up and operation of CFBs.

21

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to acknowledge the support of Newton International
Fellowships provided by the British Academy and the Royal Society. Mr. Can Zi is
particularly thanked for his suggestions and discussions in the CFD modelling work.

References
[1] Z.S. Zhang, Turbulence, National Defense Industry Press, Beijing, China, 2002.
[2] J.P. Zhang, P.J. Jiang, L.S. Fan, Flow characteristics of coal ash in a circulating fluidized bed,
Ind Eng Chem Res, 37 (1998) 1499-1509.
[3] E.A. Mahmoud, T. Nakazato, N. Nakagawa, K. Kato, Solid circulation rate in a circulating
fluidized bed in the presence of fine powders, Chem Eng Sci, 61 (2006) 766-774.
[4] W. Wang, J.H. Li, Simulation of gas-solid two-phase flow by a multi-scale CFD approach Extension of the EMMS model to the sub-grid level, Chem Eng Sci, 62 (2007) 208-231.
[5] M. Das, B.C. Meikap, R.K. Saha, Voidage and pressure profile characteristics of sand-iron orecoal-FCC single-particle systems in the riser of a pilot plant circulating fluidized bed, Ind Eng Chem
Res, 47 (2008) 4018-4024.
[6] J.H. Lim, D.H. Lee, H.J. Chae, S.Y. Jeong, Pressure change and control of the solid circulation
rate of Geldart A particles in a small diameter L-valve, Powder Technol, 243 (2013) 139-148.
[7] L.N. Hua, J.W. Wang, J.H. Li, CFD simulation of solids residence time distribution in a CFB
riser, Chem Eng Sci, 117 (2014) 264-282.
[8] C.X. Wang, C.Y. Li, J. Zhu, C.X. Wang, S. Barghi, J. Zhu, A Comparison of Flow Development
in High Density Gas-Solids Circulating Fluidized Bed Downer and Riser Reactors, Aiche J, 61
(2015) 1172-1183.
[9] S. Chen, Y.P. Fan, Z.H. Yan, W. Wang, C.X. Lu, CFD simulation of gas-solid two-phase flow
and mixing in a FCC riser with feedstock injection, Powder Technol, 287 (2016) 29-42.
[10] C.M.H. Brereton, J.R. Grace, Microstructural Aspects of the Behavior of Circulating FluidizedBeds, Chem Eng Sci, 48 (1993) 2565-2572.
[11] A.S. Issangya, J.R. Grace, D.R. Bai, J.X. Zhu, Further measurements of flow dynamics in a
high-density circulating fluidized bed riser, Powder Technol, 111 (2000) 104-113.
[12] B. Du, W. Warsito, L.S. Fan, Behavior of the dense-phase transportation regime in a circulating
fluidized bed, Ind Eng Chem Res, 45 (2006) 3741-3751.
[13] R. Camussi, G. Guj, Orthonormal wavelet decomposition of turbulent flows: intermittency and
coherent structures, J Fluid Mech, 348 (1997) 177-199.
22

[14] W. Chen, H.B. Zhou, Levy–Kolmogorov scaling of turbulence, Eprint <arXiv:mathph/0506039>, (2005).
[15] M. Onorato, R. Camussi, G. Iuso, Small scale intermittency and bursting in a turbulent channel
flow, Phys Rev E, 61 (2000) 1447-1454.
[16] N. Jiang, J. Zhang, Detecting multi-scale coherent eddy structures and intermittency in
turbulent boundary layer by wavelet analysis, Chinese Phys Lett, 22 (2005) 1968-1971.
[17] M. Farge, Wavelet Transforms and Their Applications to Turbulence, Annu Rev Fluid Mech,
24 (1992) 395-457.
[18] H. Li, Identification of coherent structure in turbulent shear flow with wavelet correlation
analysis, J Fluid Eng-T Asme, 120 (1998) 778-785.
[19] J.Y. Sun, Y.F. Zhou, C.J. Ren, J.D. Wang, Y.R. Yang, CFD simulation and experiments of
dynamic parameters in gas-solid fluidized bed, Chem Eng Sci, 66 (2011) 4972-4982.
[20] J.Y. Sun, J.D. Wang, Y.R. Yang, CFD simulation and wavelet transform analysis of vortex and
coherent structure in a gas-solid fluidized bed, Chem Eng Sci, 71 (2012) 507-519.
[21] Q. Zhou, J.W. Wang, Coarse grid simulation of heterogeneous gas-solid flow in a CFB riser
with EMMS drag model: Effect of inputting drag correlations, Powder Technol, 253 (2014) 486495.
[22] J.W. Wang, Q. Zhou, K. Hong, W. Wang, J.H. Li, An EMMS-based multi-fluid model (EFM)
for heterogeneous gas-solid riser flows: Part II. An alternative formulation from dominant
mechanisms, Chem Eng Sci, 75 (2012) 349-358.
[23] Y. Igci, A.T. Andrews, S. Sundaresan, S. Pannala, T. O'Brien, Filtered two-fluid models for
fluidized gas-particle suspensions, Aiche J, 54 (2008) 1431-1448.
[24] Y. Igci, S. Sundaresan, Constitutive Models for Filtered Two-Fluid Models of Fluidized GasParticle Flows, Ind Eng Chem Res, 50 (2011) 13190-13201.
[25] C.C. Milioli, F.E. Milioli, W. Holloway, K. Agrawal, S. Sundaresan, Filtered two-fluid models
of fluidized gas-particle flows: New constitutive relations, Aiche J, 59 (2013) 3265-3275.
[26] J.H. Li, M. Kwauk, Particle-fluid two-phase flow: the energy-minimization multi-scale method,
Metallurgical Industry Press, Beijing, P.R. China, 1994.
[27] N. Yang, W. Wang, W. Ge, J.H. Li, CFD simulation of concurrent-up gas-solid flow in
circulating fluidized beds with structure-dependent drag coefficient, Chem Eng J, 96 (2003) 71-80.
[28] N. Yang, W. Wang, W. Ge, L.N. Wang, J.H. Li, Simulation of heterogeneous structure in a
circulating fluidized-bed riser by combining the two-fluid model with the EMMS approach, Ind Eng
Chem Res, 43 (2004) 5548-5561.

23

[29] J.W. Wang, W. Ge, J.H. Li, Eulerian simulation of heterogeneous gas-solid flows in CFB risers:
EMMS-based sub-grid scale model with a revised cluster description, Chem Eng Sci, 63 (2008)
1553-1571.
[30] D. Gidaspow, R. Bezburuah, J. Ding, Hydrodynamics of circulating fluidized beds, kinetic
theory approach,

7th Engineering Foundation Conference on FluidizationBrisbane, Australia,

1992, pp. 75-82.
[31] M.T. Shah, R.P. Utikar, M.O. Tade, V.K. Pareek, Hydrodynamics of an FCC riser using energy
minimization multiscale drag model, Chem Eng J, 168 (2011) 812-821.
[32] J.H. Li, C.L. Cheng, Z.D. Zhang, J. Yuan, A. Nemet, F.N. Fett, The EMMS model - its
application, development and updated concepts, Chem Eng Sci, 54 (1999) 5409-5425.
[33] ANSYS, FLUENT 6.3 User's Guide, 2006.
[34] M. Lungu, J.D. Wang, Y.R. Yang, Numerical Simulations of a Bubbling Fluidized Bed Reactor
with an Energy Minimization Multiscale Bubble Based Model: Effect of the Mesoscale, Ind Eng
Chem Res, 53 (2014) 16204-16221.
[35] G.G. Katul, M.B. Parlange, On the Active-Role of Temperature in Surface-Layer Turbulence,
J Atmos Sci, 51 (1994) 2181-2195.
[36] A.K.M.F. Hussain, Coherent Structures - Reality and Myth, Phys Fluids, 26 (1983) 2816-2850.
[37] J. Szilagyi, G.G. Katul, M.B. Parlange, J.D. Albertson, A.T. Cahill, The local effect of
intermittency on the inertial subrange energy spectrum of the atmospheric surface layer, Bound-Lay
Meteorol, 79 (1996) 35-50.
[38] X.G. Ma, F. Hu, Refined structure of energy spectrum and energy cascade in atmospheric
turbulence, Chinese Journal of Geophysics, 47 (2004) 195-199.
[39] Z.Y. Xia, Experimental research on controlling coherent structures in wall turbulence by
periodic blowing and suction from streamwise slit, Tianjin University, 2007.
[40] F. Johnsson, R.C. Zijerveld, J.C. Schouten, C.M. van den Bleek, B. Leckner, Characterization
of fluidization regimes by time-series analysis of pressure fluctuations, Int J Multiphas Flow, 26
(2000) 663-715.
[41] R. Zarghami, N. Mostoufi, R. Sotudeh-Gharebagh, Nonlinear Characterization of Pressure
Fluctuations in Fluidized Beds, Ind Eng Chem Res, 47 (2008) 9497-9507.
[42] M. Aghabararnejad, N. Mostoufi, R. Sotudeh-Gharebagh, R. Zarghami, Evaluating the
Probabilities of Fluidization Regimes, Ind Eng Chem Res, 50 (2011) 4245-4251.
[43] G. Ruiz-Chavarria, S. Ciliberto, C. Baudet, E. Leveque, Scaling properties of the streamwise
component of velocity in a turbulent boundary layer, Physica D, 141 (2000) 183-198.

24

[44] J. Chen, F. Hu, Coherent structures detected in atmospheric boundary-layer turbulence using
wavelet transforms at Huaihe River Basin, China, Bound-Lay Meteorol, 107 (2003) 429-444.
[45] B. Chalermsinsuwan, D. Gidaspow, P. Piumsomboon, Two- and three-dimensional CFD
modeling of Geldart A particles in a thin bubbling fluidized bed: Comparison of turbulence and
dispersion coefficients, Chem Eng J, 171 (2011) 301-313.

FIGURE CAPTIONS
Figure 1. Schematic configuration of the simulated riser
Figure 2. Simulated and experimental axial voidage profiles (Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3
kg/(m2 s))

Figure 3. Axial profiles of intermittency index in the bed centre (R=0 mm) and near
the wall (R=35 mm) under different conditions (a) Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s), (b)
Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s), (c) Ug=2.10 m/s, Gs=24.1 kg/(m2 s)

Figure 4. Simulated contours of instantaneous solids volume fraction and solids
velocity vector (Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s), t=30 s, not to scale)

Figure 5. Effects of solids flux on the wavelet flatness factors near the wall (R=35 mm)
(a) In the lower part of the riser, (b) In the higher part of the riser

Figure 6. Effects of superficial gas velocity on the wavelet flatness factors near the wall
(R=35 mm) (a) In the lower part of the riser, (b) In the higher part of the riser

Figure 7. Power spectra of solids volume fraction fluctuation in the bed centre under
different conditions (R=0 mm, h=3.0 m)

Figure 8. Power spectra of solids volume fraction fluctuation near the wall under
different conditions (R=35 mm, h=3.0 m)

Figure 9. PDF of wavelet coefficients at different wavelet scales and radial positions
(h=3.0 m, Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s)) (a) In the bed centre, R=0 mm, (b) Near the
wall, R=35 mm

Figure 10. Axial profiles of turbulent granular temperature at different radial positions
(Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=14.3 kg/(m2 s))

Figure 11. Effects of solids flux on the PDF of wavelet coefficients near the wall (R=35
mm) (a) h=3.0 m, (b) h=9.0 m
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Figure 12. Effects of superficial gas velocity on the PDF of wavelet coefficients near
the wall (R=35 mm) (a) h=3.0 m, (b) h=9.0 m

Figure 13. PDF of solids volume fraction at different radial positions (h=3.0 m,
Ug=1.52 m/s, Gs=26.9 kg/(m2 s))

Figure 14. PDF of solids volume fraction near the wall under different conditions
(R=35 m) (a) h=3.0 m, (b) h=9.0 m
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