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Abstract

The rise of new media through network globalisation has led to innovative forms of
OnewO social movements. This study will explbether Occupy London, a branch
of the global Occupy movement, fits within the realm of a OnewO social moyement.
further six areas of contention are drawn frameview of literature exploring old
and new social movement theory, globalisation/afiebalisation and perspectives
on sousveillance angew media. Through ethnographic participant observation and
semistructured interviewing durin@ccupy Democracy®gy 2015 occpation of
Parliament Square, this research studies the political makeup of therme, its
demogaphy, perception by law enforcement and usadifional and alternative
sousveillance techniques in order to fully understand the advancement of the
movement, its aims and fututefurther analyses how the movementOs advancement
in thar use of the Internet and other new media platfoomsld potentially cause a
shift from its continuous media blackout to a more growing presence within the

criminological landscape.
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The Occupy movement has immensgential to maintain its continuous presence.

Its emergence and sharp rise was revolutionary and unlike anything that had
previously before been withessed. In order to understand this, however, one must
delve into the social, historical and political codge of the era in which the
movement emerged. Why did it emerge at the time that it did? Whatsnitake
unique and revolutionary? How has it maintained its presence for so long? What
potential impact cdd the movement have on society?

Essentially, the ien of this research is to understand how new media is used
within Occupy London, and how this leads to the advanceaight global Occupy
movement. As a result of the review of literature outlining the theorétazaework
that informs the research, the was a subsequent ethnographic participant
observation (and semsiructured interviewing) conducted during a demonstration
organised by the Occupy Democracy $wbnch in May 2015 (in the days leading
up to, and folbwing the UK General Election). Thelesetion of this demonstration
was based upon two significant factors; the timing of the event arounduhey©s
most prominent election, and the planned collaboration between the Occupy
movement and otheénovements and agencies within the UK.

This thess provide the review of literature, andan overview of the
methodological epistemology, approach, methods of data collection and method of
analysis of the studylt outlines the ethical considerations that were taken into
account while conducting the fielwork during the May demonstrationsnd
comments on the challenges faced during fieldworkrdtiidesthe findings of the
research touching on the backgroundof the movementits political standpoint,
demographic makeup of the group studiealy the demastrations were policed and
the nvolvement of legal practiceshikis thenfollowed by an analysis of the ei®f
new media by participants and Oorganisefg@lly, the study concludewith a
summary of the main findings and points of analysis, and ige®vfuture

recommendations for those wishing to conduct similar research into this topic.



1. Literature Review

This review of literature contairsx main sections. The first sectioinaws attention

to previoustheories attempting to explain thiee and actions of participants@oldO
social movemenst and how those theoretiga¢rspectives are no longer applicable to
contemporary an@ewOsocial movemeist The second section foses primarily on
new socialmovemens and their difference in mgnaspects in comparison @oldO
social movemet origins, demographics analues It will then define and explain
the importance of both globalisation and alterglobalisation in shaping the dgedsc
of new socialmovementtheory and the Occupy movemehat falls within The
third section explores Occupy itselt notes theuniguenes®f the movemenas a
contemporarynew socialmovementwhile still reinforcing the demographic makeup
of traditional new socialmovemerd at the era of their emergencempasises
similarities and differences between Occupy and the alterglobalisabeament It
then usesdraws fromstudies into Occupy to demonstrate how globalisatias
createda relationship between online and offline spaces, and connectsvithis
studies of Gousveillanc®utilised bythe Occupy movementhe reviewOs fourth
section focuses on research surrounding sousveillance, leading to exploration of
previous studies conducted on the use of new media by the Occupy movEmeent.
review will concludewith the key researchuestionghat this study seeks to answer,

and signpost the order in which this will be done.

1.1.0adOSocialM ovemens

When studying the rise of movements such as Occupy London, it is importiasit to
consider the history obccial movementtheory, its origins and distinguishing
features A good starting point in summarisirtge theoretical basianderpinning
OoldGsocial movemesstis Byrne (1997) His book Social Movemert in Britain
features a culmination of theories and awtho the study obocial movemersand

their origins Byrne provides a broad and useful account of the different theoretical
perspectives used (to date) in attempting to theosts@al movemers Often

drawing on ParkinOs empirical data of then@aign br Nuclear Disarmamenhe



alsodescribes briefly the demographic backgroundamfialmovementparticipants.
Although hs account ofsocial movementtheory bares more resemblence ao
textbook of collected sources rather than an analytic framevor the future
directions in the study othewOsocial movemers, this section will usehe well-
termedconceps featured in ByrneOwork and point outsome of thecrucial links
thatByrnemissed in his analyses bothold andnew socialmovementheory.

Acadenics normally begin by citingilly & TillyOs (1981) historical account
of social movemers; which comparedL8”, 19" and 28" Century movements to one
anotter within their respective contexti this case, it is not necessary to delve too
deep into morehistorical social movementheory for two reasons: firstly, Tilly &
TillyOs analysis of the historical process from th® 820" Century leading to
changes in ways in whickocial movemers rise has largely been undisputed by
social movementtheorists and secondly, aghewO social movemens are more
contemporary forms ofocial movemeng, and are to be studied as continuous
processes rather than mevenihiloentities, it is more appropriate to examine more
contemporary (20 Century)social movementheoryin understanihg why the shift
betweenOoldGind GhewOsocial movemers occurred irrespectivesocial political
and economic contextalthough there was an owemphasis on the role played by
Rational Choice Theorin their analysisTilly & Till y highlighted the significance
of the introduction of the political process in shaping the changing landscape of
protest from the 18to 19" Centuies. National electoral politics was noted as the
fundamental processubsequentlyeading to changes in bbective action from the
19" to 20" Century. They also refer to the introduction of Oexotic featuresO evident
within social movemens in the 2§ Century; costumes, disguises, symbols and
rituals (p.20).

Classical Approach

The Classical Approachaccading to Byrne features analysis afocialmovemers

on both macrsociologicaland micrsociologicallevels. The two levels often go
handin-hand in classical sociolazpl studies,largely due to theease of defining
macro conceptasing micro termgRocher, 2004: 5) In this casealthoughtheorists
such as HeberJen his 1951 bookSocialMovemerg: An Introduction to Political

Sociology attemped to comine the two levels of analysis amorebdanced way,



many often delve into overemphasis on the dividual actor (Byrnes, 1997: 38)
participating in a protest osocial movement Byrne provides a critique of the
Classical Approach inwhat he describes as beimgsearcher atnpts to cloud the
judgement of society by providing explanations of Qimati® actions of individuals.
This is a key aspect of the Classical Approach. Where HeberleeBpusnarilyon
the personality, psychopathy and psychoanalytic frameworks in analysing those
involved insocialmovemen, a significantportionof analysis ignissed into the role
of society and its failurethat can causaprisings Similarly, dudies intocollective
behaviour and relativeeghravationboth (although taking into accousdmesocietal
aspects) oveemphasis individualsCactions in trying to eXpin the complex nature
of the rise olocialmovemend in a pastindustrial era (Dalton & Kuechler, 1990..6)
The failuresof the Classical Approach (p. 3@d academics téurther the research
into socialmovementheory in hope of finding geasible aernative frameworkThe
introduction of a more contemporary form of analysisafialmovement emerged,;

known as Resource Mobilisation Theory.

Resource MobilisatioApproach

Although referred to as a OtheobyOnany academics studyisgcialmovemers, it

is more effective to refer to the term as@pproacld as (which will become clearer
in subsequent sections) it seems morea ebol for assisting analysis rather than a
theory on its ownBased on the assumption that there will always be grievances
society,the Resource Mobilisatio®pproachstressesmportance in thevailability

of resources, whether these be physicial resources (such as monetary funds) or
mental resources (such as academic knowlexntgskill), in explaining why some
grievancegurn into socialmovemers over othergEbaugh, 2010: 7; Morris, 1984:
280; Kuumba, 2001: 53; Goodwin & Jasper, 2009: 193; Tilly, 1978ByrneOs
argument is thathe analysis of theResource Mobilisatiopproachis at a meso
sociological level, focusng on bridging the gap between micrand
macrosociological levelgvicAdam et al., 1988: 729afairly radicalapproachn the
study of social movemens at the time of its emergenceHowever, despite this
attempt, there is considerable difficulty in applyy the Resource Mobilisation

Approachto larger social movemers. Its use as a method of analysis is only



applicable to smallescale and lessrganisedsocial movemerd (Pakulski, 1991:
12).

Pakulski often draws on the work of Touraine when explainingritiee of
social movemers and mass social movemers, commenting on TouraineOs
typologies ofsocialconflicts and forms, and schoolssiicialthought However, the
most significant point he makes in his analysis relates toQimeduction of
knowledg® He argues thatsocial norms, culture, ethics and morality are all
produced and reproduced by Oruling classes@1)pHowever, availability of
resourcesgloes not sufficienthexplainwhy certain demographidske part in some
social movemerg and not othersand therefore claiming thatactors prioritise
benefits of participationover its risks rendersthe reputation of theResource
Mobilisation Approachnot entirely dissirtar to that ofthe Rational Choice Theory
(Breinlinger & Kelly,2012 14).

This notion of production of mental knowledge is a key bridge betv@adO
and newOsocialmovemens. Byrne seems to separate many of the concepts related
to new social movement theory; the new middleclass concept, political
opportunities, postaterialism. Howeer, it is evident, not solely through analysis of
ByrneOs work, but in contemporary studiesesf socialmovemens (which will be
more evident in subsequent sectigrtbpt these concepts are not only linkbdt
interlinked, with the core beingnew socal movementtheory itself. There are
challenges in studyingew social movemers, such as the lack ahe Resource
Mobilisation Approachin explainingthe @ewnessO aiewsocialmovemens, which
could otherwise be studied if focus was more onideelogyof a movement rather
than availability of resourcealton & Kuechler, 19909). It is clear, then, that
Byrne does not take into account both the outdated nature of the Classical Approach
and thecriticisms associated witlthe Resource Mobilisatiopproachin studying
the shift betwee®old@nd hewOsocialmovemens. There is a need to studew
social movemeng by their ideological assumptions and influence ideorto fully
understand @w they have not only maintained their presendeut developedand
flourished into submovementgsuch as environmental, amtar, alterglobalisation

and Occupygvident in contemporary Western society.



1.2. ONewOSocial movemens

Origins

There are some minor disagreements among academics as to the exadettlddca
can be officially attributed to the transition betwe@woldOand hewO social
movemens. Neverthelessall studyingnew social movementtheory agree thathe
time-frame ofits emergence fall; the erabetween the 1960s an@L This massof
new movemalts included environmental causes (Santos, 2013: 16; Saunders, 2013:
122; Obach, 2004: 122womenOs movements (Aggleton et al., 1992Pbdta &
Diani, 2006: 6, civil rights movements (Kelly, 2001: 10&owell, 2007: 11}
LGBT rights (Fitzgerald & Rayer, 2012: 122; Hall, 2011: 4; Enyedi & Deegan
Krause, 2013: 7and anttwar movements(Gottlieb et al., 2006: 37; Frickell &
Moore, 2006: 301; Blau, 2007: 199Jhey originated around the midte 2
Century, buevidentlycould not have been possibléthout a sudden shift in values.
An eratermed bymany as the New LeftO(Levy, 1994: 201Klatch, 1999: 238;
Frost, 2001: 14y many of the movements eemed to evolve throughkalues

associated witldiberalismQdescribed byle Ruggiero as:

Oaleeplying mental attitude; its primary postulate, the spiritual freedom of
mankind, posits a free individual, conscious of his capacity for unfettered
development and se#fxpressiorO

(de Ruggiero, 1942)

New socialmovemens differ dramatically fromOold&ocialmovemers, primarily,

in demography,ideology and structure (Boggs, 1986: 46;Byrne, 1997: 47;
Foweraker, 1995: 14-ominaya & Cox, 2013: 22Dalton & Kuechler, 1990: 10
Although attempting to explain thiew phenomenon, the Classical Approach failed
to account for the reasons whkgcialmovemersg wee on the increase during the rise
of the welfare statéEllis & Kessel, 2009)Dalton & Kuechlemprovidefour points of
contrast betwee®old@ndewOsocialmovemers; ideology, origins, structure and
goals (pg. 10) In ideological terms,there hasbeen a cleartransition from
hierarchicaland bureaucratisetiovements precedingew socialmovement to this

notion of GreedomOand Qibertarianisn®.In comparison to many of the prior labour



movements, the avements of the mithte 20" Century seemed to demonstrate a
sense of uniqgue Oemotional togethernessO (Siurala, 2002: 28). Similarly, Burgmann
(2003) spoke of the shift from movements that were based on class to tredeias
identity (p. 19).00dOsocial movemenwalues were characterisedrparily by class;
demographically made up of méers of the samelass status, where@ewOsocial
movemeng have a &ck of social grouping (p. 12)In reality, howeve this is not

necessarily true

Demography

In contrast to Dalton & Kuechler@and Burgmanrs) claims regarding the
demongraphic makup of OnewO social movement participatigessonducted in
the 60s and 70s antuclear and peace movements seemed to indicate that a majority
of those participatigp were made up of youngewell-educatedand intelectually
savvy individuals Nelkin & Pollock (1981) studied the demographic composition of
the antinuclear movements in France and Germany, suggesting that many
participants seemed to be young and wdlicated, many of them still students.
Similarly, Richardson & Rootes (1995) found that the majority of participants in
antinuclear movements, organised by OThe Green&@rmany during the 70s,
were Oyoung educated activistsO (p. 19). Jongerden & Roipe(@@08) analysed
new social movemers through the development of agricultural activists during the
1970s. The primary activists arguing fosocial change (made difficult by the
political structure of the era) were predominantly young students associating
themselves with agriculturalew socialmovemenrs (p. 220).EvenKlandermans &
OegemaOs (1987Yantative study of the 1983 Dutch peace movement via mail and
telephone surveys, produced results suggesting high levels of education and
intellectual achieveent among participant$hus, giestions naturally arise as to the
economicand intellectuamakeupof newsocialmovemengparticipants. Is it the case
that allnew socialmovemeng are @dminated by youngnd intellectually advanced
participants?hat socieeconomic grouping do these participants belong to?
Byrnededicates fairly large section of his neg to, what he termghe Qlew
Middle-Class ConceptO. In many theoretical accountseef social movemens
between the 60s and 80s, it is evident tasite from the age and intellectual

capacity of participantghere isan overrepresentatiof middle-classparticipants



(Giddens & Sutton, 2010: 158; Vahabzadeh, 2003: 25; Saunders, 2013: 129; Porta &
Diani, 2006: 56; Barker et al., 2013: H)he dominanceof young, middleclass
involvement innew social movemens also raises a further question for those
studying new social movementtheory; if class strugglés no longera significant
focusin demonstrationghen could th@ssociation of one class wiplaricular social

movemencreate hostility or alienation with other classes?

Production of Knowledge

Theidea of symbolic change alsoone that must bexplored further, especially in
relation to contemporamyew socialmovemens. There hasclearly been ashift from
material to normaterialvaluesamongsocialmovementparticipants The reasorior
this is that tie formeris no longer needed; Oonce an individual has attamesical
and economic securityehmay begin to purguother, normaterial goalsOnglehart,
1977.22). Indeed, the er#o which the riseof many new socialmovemens can be
attributed is widely known as the pasar Oeconomic boomO, where materialsgo
were no longer a prime necessity (Braunstein & Doyle, 200&cus, 2006: 42;
Om-RaSeti, 2012: 24D Linked to this conceptis pog-materialism, which is
conarned with Ohigher order neets® cover personal growth, participation at all
levels of decisiormaking andsocialsation (Byrne, 1997: 55Byrne did not delve
particularly deepinto the analysis ofthis concept so was unable to maké¢he
necessary links that connectbdth postmaterialism and th€éNewOMiddle-Class
concepts with new social movementtheory as its core. All three aspectfspost
materialismare key to the risef@1%' Centurynewsocialmovemens.

Additionally, ByrneOsexamples of Green movements in the UK and
Germany illustrate thahe rise of socialmovemers largely depend on a thrdeld
system \hat he calledPolitical Opportunity Structures); the type adlitical system
in place, the timing of technological and international developments, and tultura
attitudes of the era (p. 56). Although this argundrgs not necessarily determin
the subsequentdevelopment of movementshe systemcould potentially have
significant im@ct on it.In this case, the most crucial phase of the systeking
directly to moderrday new socialmovemers is that of technological development

The contribution oftechnology in the rise of 21Centurynew socialmovement is



muchmorevast and noteworthy than it had been inribe/socialmovement of the
era in which they originated.

If the three conceptsere linkedwith one anothemore visually then the key
ideologicalvalue of new social movemens being the Odesire for fremdO without
interference from the state (p. 48) becomes the core of the web that sotteect
necessy for production of knowledge andhtellectual growth, made possible
primarily through moderntechnological advancementThe specific role of
technologich advancement in the rise and development of the Occupy movement
will be further exploredn the subsectionThe Battle for Spagerefering to the
interconnected relationship betwgamnysical and virtuaspaceandOccupy,the state

and law enforcement

Globalisation and Alterglobalisation

Contemporary studies ofew socialmovementtheory have sparkeddebates among
academics regarding the impact of globalisattn paticipation in movements,
whether in relation to movementvalues availability of resowces or strategies
implementedby those participatingGlobalisation, in sociological termBas many
definitions. Martell (2010) culminates threategoriesof globalisation under the
umbrella of sociological theory; praodern protoand modern globalis@an. It must
be noted thatlefining globalisation is entirely dependant tme social historical,
political and economic contexts of its attemps Martell hasalreadytaken these
contexts into accountthis study will usehis threepart definition to: firstly,
understand globalisatiomand alterglobalisatiorand its impact on contemporary
society, secorlg, in doing soEattempt to explain thedevelopmentof the
alterglobalisation movemeand finally, connect the lattesnalysisto contemporary
newsocid movementheory in order to explain the risad presencef the Occupy
movementin recent yearsMartell concludes his historical analysisgibalisation

by defining it

O(1) as worldwide rather than regional; (2) as beyond movements and
connections,where regularity and systems and structures occur; and (3)
where connections turn into things that have mutual tsffeorldwide,
interdependancy.O

(Martell, 2010: 6667)



Globalisation has had a tremendous effedatemodern societyso dubbed by Jéc
Young in his 2007 workhe Vertigo of Late Modernityat is hasproduced a shift
from the international to the global, while at the same timaintaining
invulnerablityto authority and control (Archer, 2014: 22The globalisation of the
capitalist eonomic system used by many Western counterieannot be attributed
to a particular political party or ideologgsits presence is omnipotent and beyond
external or internalinfluence This does not meanhowever, that it hindes
movements from takingdaantage of the OglobalO in order to provide an easy
platform for the rise and spreadidéology, valuesand belief.As this is the case, it
can become useful tool for thgogromotion of demoatic valuesof freedom of
speech and expressidioghadam (203) writes of theglobal shift from traditional
metatheories o$ocialmovemend developed by Ararican academicsyho viewed
movements as merely expressah democracyto current globalised forms olew
social movement signifying a more mature and deeyeg form of democracy (p.
62). Similarly, Smith & Johnston (2002) dedicated a chapter of thegdited work
Globalization and Resistance: Transnational DimensionSadial movemestto
conducting crossational comparisanbetweemew socialmovemers, concluding
that movements in different countries seem to resemble one amothehniques of
mobilisation and strategy. In Todd & TaylorOs2004 work Democracy and
Participation: Popular Protest andNew Social Movemerd, one can find, most
significantly, a suggestion thathe most important strategies afew social
movemend involve the building of the movements themselves, and the critical mass
and visual presence of the movemefs 66) This indicates that globalisation
provides advantages for the sessful rise b new social movemens in
contemporary society, but can ordy so if it is usedas a toal Fundamentally, the
values associated with globalised movements precisely reinforce this use of the
OglobalO in order to achieve production of knoweledgjection of theoldGocial
movemenbveremphasis omaterial resources, and pronoot of deeper democratic
values and freedom.

In simplistic terms, alterglobalisation can be definedaasanticapitalist
movement but not necessarily suggesting that participantshave an active
intention of overturning the globalised economic systépteyers, 2010)Pleyer©

writings onalterglobalisatiorbegins by arguinghat the motivation for many of the

1C



participants during the rise of the movement in theye2i!' Century islinked to a
desire forideological and politicalinfluence of Northerncountries in order to
improve the povertgtriken sit@tion of the South.As the alterglobalisation
movementasdeveloped over the course of thé'Zlentury,it hasbecomethe case
that many who participateot only use globalisation as a tool, latitthe same time
oppose economic globalisatias a system for the production of pr¢8ichlembach,
2014: 24) In doing so, the alterglobalisation movement has tremenutmesitial in
influencing and eventually Otransforming economic globalisationissurrently
understood® (Schuerkens, 20R82). This provides room for two conclusions:
firstly, it suggests thatin order for new social movemend, such as the
alterglolalisation movement, to be successful, they needilise the tools provided
by globalisation itself in order to oppose certain aspects of it, and secdndly,
reinforces thatthe priority for many involved imew social movemens is on

democratic advaneceent rather than material or econoncpital

1.3.0ccupy

What then is the link between the alterglobalisation movementtlaadise of
Occupy? There is astrong connectiorbetweenthe disadvantages of economic
globalisation that led to the WaBtreetcrash in 2008nd the rise of the Ocpu
movement across the Westerond (Porta & Mattoni, 2014)State politics has been
disconnected witlpower; political roles as represtatives of constituencies have
become a onway process, with a lack of proaaichange due to ¢hconstraints of
globalisation (p. 122\While Europ&ns took to the streeits the years following the
crash,it became evident that the US income distribution had become &stghys
unequal;the top 1 percenf taxpayers of bottNew York and Connecticuearned
Oon average 40 times the income of the bottom 99 percent® (Sommeiller, & Price
2014: 12) The US Internal Revenue Service (IR8)eased aeport cofirming this

in 2011 andnany citizens took to therskts in protest.

Occupy Wall Street and Occupy London

Inspired also partially by the Arab SpriiGastells, 2012)a wave of protests and

rioting in many MiddleEastern countries around the same era (Werbner et al., 2014;

11



Rand, 2013; Bebawi & Bossio, 2014; Howard & Hussairl,3300ccupy emerged
through the alliance of various protesters from around theTH& discontent was

explained very simplty

OThe Occupy movement is based on the popular outrage at the growing
disparity of wealth and power between individuals and corjomistas well

as the failure of political representatives to resolve the problems of
increasing unemployment, housing foreclosures, paralysing student debt and
the aggressive defunding sdcialservicesO

(Nail, 2012: i)

The first public and most signifant occupation organised was that of Zuccotti Park
in New York City by Occupy Wall Streeon 17" September 2011 (Gitlin, 2013: 5;
Howard & PrattBoyden, 2013: 731Kern & Nam, 2013: 196; Thorson et al., 2013:
422; DelLuca et al.,, 201283; Costanz&hock 2012: 376; Gledhill, 2012: 332
where therise of the slogan OWe are the 99%0 emeTtpsi occupation waboth
symbolicand direct as it was located in the hearMainhattanOs Financial District
(Welty et al., 2012: 144)Later this was to become th®ccupy movementOs
Otrademark@he occupation of spaces of symbolic significa(@teger, 2013: 120)
This is a key difference betweethewO social movemens and the Occupy
movement, wheréhe focus is not ononsumerist issues but on rights to public spac
and public ownership of institution&s the Occupy meement spread across the
globe, 18 October 2011 saw the occupation of St Paul®s Cathedral in London
following rejection by the City of London Corporation to allow protesters to occupy
the London Stok Exchange(Pickerill & Krinsky, 2012: Z9; Fragkou & Hager,
2012: 532Halvorsen, 2012: 42%Gledhill, 2012: 342; KSskal, 2012: 44Bpward &
PrattBoyden, 2013: 731

The sole centres for the making of decisions before, during and aftgrations
were General Assemblyneetingswhere participantsgather and, through these a
variety of handgesturesand slogans, declare either their agreement, disagreement or
neutrality to proposed action plans (Coy, 202B5; Smaligo, 2014; Harvey, 2014:
902. This is a new form of language innovative and unique to the Occupy
movement.The fact thatanyone present would bgranted the abilityto propose
ideas andplans of actionmakesthe process entirely participatorg; revolutionised
version of direct democradCostanzeChock, 2012:383; Razsa & Kurnik, 2012:

244). In doing sothe Occupy movement is engaging in unprecedented practices that
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differ substantially from other new social movemens. As Juris notes in his

ethnographic observation of the Occupy Bostamjg in October 2011

OAlthough the meetings were frequently long and tedious, many occupiers
point to these open, participatory assemblies as embodying an alternative to
the current representative democratic order disproportionatféhgnced by

the 19%0

(Juris, 2012: 263)

Emphasising thextended length of th&eneral Assemblyneetings indicates that
the proces®f participatory demoarcy is complex andeguires darge amounbf
time o achieve resultdviost resultsarevisible through therganisatio of Working
Groups wheresmall and large groupeorganisedn order to provide various types
of support for participants and other memberghef public(Writers for the 99%,
2011: 78) In combination, botiGeneral Assemblyneetings andVorking Groups
form the basis of the Occupy movemergtategies ircreating and maintaining a

newand revolutnary form of democracy

Demography

The demographic makeup of many of the participants irOmupy movemsat is,
however,not uniqueto othernew socialmovemens. Feye (2011) features a rather
onesided account of the movment, suggesting that Othe demographics of the
movement include all peopled (p.B)e to thadeological nature of the movement,

this wasthe intentionof those whaqparticipatel in the Occupy Wall Streemovement

in Zuccotti Park and the Occupy London movement at St PaulOs Cathedral, but
contemporary and ethnographic studies suggest thaisthat necessarilythe case.
Reinforcing previousresearchinto the demography ofmembers ofnew social
movemensg, Occupy Wall Streetvas dominanted primarily by young, white and
middle-classindividuals (Welty et al., 201267; Dahlgren, 2013: 73; Pollock, 2013:

12; Naples & Mendez, 2015: 1B1This ispotentally problematicas it makes the
movementsusceptible to mass negatipertrayal by traditional media gtforms,

such as the headline by ABBews at the time of its rise following aewspaper
blackout boycott of coverage (DelLuca et al., 2012: 488l St. Protester Seeks
OCute AnarchistO on Ggalist Missed Connecti@{Curry, 2011).
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Furthermore, studies not only indicateat there has been a lack of
representation oBlack and Minority Ethnic (BME) groupswomen, the LGBT
community andthose of workingclass status, but that there have beestances
where these groups have been undermined and demoralised ttireygbcesses of
General Assembliveetings and Working Groups organised by the movenidra.
domination of white and straight ddle-class men within thenovemenis argued to
be as aresult ofits lack of structurgCostanzeChok, 2012) a valuethat will be
explored in thesubsequensubsection At the same timequantitativeanalysis into
Occupy emphasise the challenges faced by the movement in its lack of
representation of clasand race differences within societyhich are crucial in
maintainingeconomic and culturadquality (Juris, 2012)In the case of JurisO work,
Occupy Bostonwas made up ofpredominantly white, male and midetéass
individuals reflective of much of theesearch around demographicsnefv social
movemend. In addition, the observations of Chou (2014) found thatewas also
underrepresentation of womeand a dominationof radcal and fundarantalist
groups.However, in lightof the lack of theoreticatrength of ChouOstudy, his
conclusions are arguably far-reaching and primarily supported by personal
interpretationdrom ethnographic olegvation, a methodologit@éssue that will also
be noted irthe chapteon Methodology.

The lack of represgation ofcertain demographics in the Occupy movement
has not, howeverin any contemporary study been suggested as deliberate or
intended.These issues are ones that must be further edlor relation to the
movement, as certain groups being uad@resented nyaprove problematic in the
movement maintaining their valueBhere must be commitmeint embracing the
socialand political contexts surrounding demonstrationsrater to understanahy
there issuch anoverrepresentatiorof individuals from certain sodo-economic
groupings and backgrounds, rimhited to participant observation but also through
interviewing of participantandrganiser® Essentially, one must understatheése
aspects of the movememit just through personal interpretation abdenation, but
also through the meaningthat participantsthemselvesattach to themotherwise

there is a rislof propelling qualitativesocialresearchnto theworld of journalism.

Values
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The valuesof the Occupy movemerdre revolutionary not only when comparing
themto traditional labour movementnd street protests, but also to thpes of
ewO social movemers highlighted in criminological and sociological literature
The notion of OactingutO the type of giitical system that they wisho be
implemented(through General Assemblyneetings andNVorking Group} creates
alternative valueshat differ from othehewOsocialmovemers; structurelessness
leaderlessnesand decentralisation These values are the key aspects in explaining
why the movemefls rise was sharp aitd presencecontinuous. Essentially,
structurelessness the demonstration of fluidity, spontanegtyd oppositionto rigid
boundaries to decisiemaking (GouldWartofsky, 2015: 8; Ellens, 2014: 38)
boundariesoften found in manyIldOsocial movemens. However, in practice it
seems that OccupyOs structureless appsoacktimesvorks against the aims of the
movement inattemptingto support the 099%Geveral academicsreference Jo
FreemanOfamous publicationin 1970, The Tyrannyof Structurelessnessvhen
notingthat structurelessness hinders the progress of General Assembly maetings
damages the movement wheew activists join (Smith & Glidden, 2012: 289;
Gamson & Sifry, 2013: 161)his is an issue that has previously beaised with
regard to the demographic makeup of the movement. If there is no specifiarstruct
then it is arguably difficult to control the typespmdople taking part in meetings and
demonstrations, potentially harmirge other values of the movementttiere is
overrepresentation of particular viewddowever, although(in entirety the
movement claims to be structureless, the General Assembly meetings ajopear
so.Maharawal, (2013) argues that not only are decisiaking practiceat General
Assanbly meetings not structureless, but they @teghly structured, technical, and
often laborious@. 178). Indeed, ihand signals, gestures and slogans are used
during General Assembly meetings, then there must be some element tofetinc
order to dbw decisions to be made. Whether these decisions are made by
participatory means & differentissue

The idea of leaderlessness is in tiiem of opposition to hierarchyits social
relations have been categorised as OhorizomtalGejecting of the aditional
political systems and methods of organisation (Lubin, 20&2). In challenging the
idea of nediberalism (Brown, 2011)the movement has been able to estabtsh
identity thraugh the process ofm@gatio® This simply means that the movement

identifies itself with that which it is noAs Donatinotes:
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Oln the modern symbolic code, identity is defined in terms of processes and
the process of acquiringentity is conceptualized through negation: A is
defined as the negati of everything thiais not AO

(Donati, 2011: 69)

In this case, the Occupy movement defines itself just by the values that it
portrays or by the aims of creatiran alternate form of direct and participatory
democracy, but also by theegation of everything that doe®t define it; nee
liberalism, capitalismthe 1% private ownership of space and institutiodsw the
movement articulates this to the general public and its participaalsoisa question
that needs exploring. If the general puldicits participantsare not made aware of
the specifics of the movement, then there is little hope that theibemnsmvill grow
and the movement flourish furtheherefore,one must analyse homembers of
the public understand the valuesideology behind the movement; dhe almost
polaropposites that the movement negatexie public effectively?

Decentralisation provideseveraladvantages to the awement. It not only
means thaglobalisationallows for simultaneousccupations to take place several
parts of the wod, thus increasing the spread of the messaafeQhcupy wishes to
make, but italsoallows the movement to remain largely unaffedfeahe (or more
occupatiorproves unsuccessfulGelder, 2011: 10}t is a value thatemonstrates the
process of negativin the formation of Occupy moveent identity. In this case,
Occupy, withits interconnecteé@ndwell-networkedpresencediffers from the state
in that the state will be directly affectadhen a disaster occurs its corebase
(where decisions are mgd&tatepower is considerably determuhéy centralisation
in comparison to the Occupy movemenherefore, in negating the power of the
currentsocial political and economic system, the movement is able to haaness
build on its own power through theombination of the three valueshey
demonstrate, quiteclearly, the potentialinfluence that the movementas in
challengingexisting dominant discourse$he values are reinforcecbntinuously
through General Assembly meetings and Working Groutifering dramatically
from the structure oturrent political systemdn doing so, the movement expresses
its desperatewillingness to opposecontempoary capitalisteconomic systems,

through theprocessof: (1) Oacting outO the exact vensdf politics they sive to
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create and (2) assistiigose who they consider to be the 099%0; #tdkelowest
endof economic and power status.

However, a significant question also worth explorimigh regard to these
values iswhether they arelemonstratedby all brancles of the Occupy movement.
As there is no structure to the movement, the branches that ealleagguably have
differing aims and objectives. In this case, it is importartotosider whether or not
the aims of each branch and their subsequent demoossrasire true to the
established values of the Occupy movement generally. Only in this way can one
understandff there is potential for the movement to remain as powerfillres been

in recent years.

Occupy and Alterglobalisation

The strategieof the Occupy movemendiffer somewhat from the alterglobalisation
movementspreceding themAs AitchinsonOs study of the student protests in 2011
illustrates new socialmovemens must be clear in the strategy thatas should be
implemented in order to medheir aims In the case of the student protests,
Aitchinson concludes that theyvere largely unsuccessful as the strategies and
purposs of the occupatiom became unclear and blurred owbBe course otime.
Contemporary studies of Occupy suggest that ynahthe strategies that were
implemented by the movemenihay have beeninspired by those of he
alterglobalisation movementhough were not identical Razsa & Kurnik(2012)
highlight the fundamental differences in practice between Occupy Slovedia a
Ocaupy Wall Street although both practice participatory democracy ageg
principle, they differ in structure of practical decisimaking. They notethat many
of the Occupy Slovenia protesters had previously participated thie
alterglobalisation movemenbut thatthe valuesdiffered subtly fromthoseof the
Occupy movement in LjubljanaAnother key difference between the Occupy
movement and the alterglobalsation movement is that the focus of the fenmere
localised Oin the contextO of the globalerathan in addressing international
institutions(Kern & Nam 2013199).

In terms of its strategy afetworking, the Occupy movementreuctant to
establish links with organiians that it may benefit from. Theiinimal efforts and

attempts in connectg with other movements and organisatjahsit have a more
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global presencalsohasa large influence on the furthering of the movementOs aims
(Halvorsen, 2012)HalvorsenOs studly fairly critical of Occupy in their reluctance
to embrace organisationn@ leadership By rejecting formal organisation and
hierarchical structure, Halvorsen provides that more research must be condacted int
the extent of Occuys attempts to create netwoisus it is clear from this study
that OccupyOsaluesof structurebssess decentralisatiorand leaderlessnesplace
the movement in a situation where, in order to avoid compromisingahges
associated withts desireto occupy public space and institutioasd losing its
uniquenessas beingdevoid of authority and sictural powey it is damaging its
potential for further presence in Othe globalO

If this is the case, themne must explore wheth€tccupy is making full use
of the tools madewailable through globalisatiorin fact, the succefd rise and
prolonged pesence of the nwvement would not be possible withouaketwork
globalisation. The most significant tool comes as a direct result of technological
advancement both in the 2Gand 2% Centuries,which hasrevolutionised the
ideological framework upon whichew social movemens base their valuesand
provided the necessary contemporary platforms in utilising, grounding and spreading

thesevalues newmedia

The Battle folSpace

When referring to theewmedig this studyfocuses on theontemporary methods o
online networkingand technological synergyather than the late 2@entury forms

of the internetin this case, OlnternetO is used in the context of Web 2.0, which refers
directly to new and updated forms afocial networking Facebook, YouTube and
Twitter (Ritzer & Dean, 2015; Blessing & Tomei, 2014: 145; Azab, 2013: 77).

The use of virtual space the form ofnew mediautilised by new social
movemeng could only be made possible throughcontemporary network
globalisation (Holmes, 2001: 106; Moghada 2013: 208 Tsatsou, 2014:. 55;
HSyhti$ & Rinne, 2008: 263; Chandra, 2004: 178 Coker notes, OThe Internet has
become the indespensable medium ofrtee socialnetworks that have emerged in
the network communities that are at the heart obal civi societyO (2014: 30)
Occupy Wall Streeis known as having beddborn digital@nd even aa Onetworked

movement@astells (2012)Many studies of the linkBetweemew mediaandsocial

18



movemend incorporatetheories of collective action artle Resoure Mobilisation
Approach (see Diani & McAdam,2003) Occupy has beenable to rise and
subsequently sustaitself as it currently standdirougha combination of botlonline
(digital forums,socialnetworking sitesand offline (occupationGeneral Assembly
meetings,Working Group} space a mixture that is crucial in maintaining the
success of anew social movement(Halvorsen, 2012; Fuchs, 2015: 354; van der
Heijden, 2014: 367; Tkacheva, 2013: 39; Keshtiban, 2014: 261)

As the power of glbalisation las bea previously emphasisedytonomy and
boundarylessnegsand it has been noted that new meevauld not exist without
network globalisation,henthe presence afew mediaand the availabilit of social
networking is alsobeyond the control of the state damorporateorganisations
Having said this,ltere have been numerous instances where states have attempted to
impose regulation and punitive legislation uponliree sites. Examples of this
includethe European negotiations concerning the Stop OnlineyPkat (SOPA)
Protect Intellectual Property Act (PIPA) and the Abtunterfeiting Trade
Agreement (ACTA) (Edwards Il & Santos, 2018; Qowacki & Jackson, 2014:
7). All three proposed bills hact some point or anoth@uring negotiations been
widely criticised as a threat to freedom of speech and expression on the Internet
(Frankel & Gervais, 2014259; Parker et al., 2014; Ref& Seuba, 2015: 279;
KleinwSchter, 2012: 43; Lemley et al., 2011),38nd heavily opposed bactivist
movements such as Occupy and the Hatikist collective Anonymous UK.
Anonymous UKOsvolvementin opposing theroposed bills is predictablBeinga
Hacktivist collectiveapproval of the bills as legislatiamould naturallyrendermany
of their merely disapproved online activities, already marginally hovevitign the
limbo betweensocialy deviant and outright illegal, as dminal. Nevertheless,
opposition to punitive leglation governingnew mediasymbolises theextent of
acceptancef the globalised phenomendy participants ohew socialmovemens.

It also demonstrates that attempts to imposetrol of new mediawill remain
exactly as descrilse attempts so long as its use continues to be regarded as
supportive ofthe valuesof new socialmovemers. Thus, the use ofiew mediaby

the Occupy movemenas not only a tool of communicatiéor both @rticipants and
other activistdout also spread foinformation and production of mental knowledge,

can be regarded as succasshd potentially sustainable.
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Additionally, OccupyOs use péw medids not merely restricted ttrategies
for publicity or communicationit is a tool for thechallengingof, what Foucault
terms, Odiscourses absenceCthemes that aresupressed or undeeported in
mainstream media repor{€heek, 2004: 1142and reinforcingof @iscourses of
resistanc® throughthe use of synergised technology (smartphones, tabliett)is
case, discourses of resistance refers to the challenging of theggtataad figures
of authority.As with manysocialmovemers thatare critical of the status quahe
Occupy movement has been subjected to harsh police treatment and punitive
policing tactics.The Occupy Wall Streebccupation in 2011 saw the pepsgraying
of an 84yearold woman, and is ongf manyinstances where peppspray has éen
used by the US police foraduring an occupatiofNagel & Nocella Ill, 2013: 2;
Writers for the 9%, 2011: 211Fiala, 2013: 246; Castells, 201281-282). There is
no question thatluring many ocgpationsorganisedoy the Ocapy movement, the
police useexcessive force, abugjrtheir powess in certain circumstances (Dempsey
& Forst, 2014: 246; Taylor2011: 137; Heath et al., 2013: 5B)owever, there are
very few academicwitness to specific acts of brutality ardcessivepunitiveness
by law enforcement agentsAt the same time, traditional medieoverage of
demonstrationdeature dominant themeshat reinforce the status gu®etrosian,
2014)

1.4.Sousveillance

How, then,are the pulit made aware of these magindbiyvful acts bythosein law
enforcemer® The answer lies withithe boundaries afpacebetweea the online and
offline worlds. Conventional techniques of crime control through surveillance have
inceased both in the US and the UKhis doesnot necessarilynean that states are
utilising the radial theories of Jeremy BenthamOs Opamoglin order to maintain
constant watch over actorof the Occupy movemenhut that surveillanceis
Oreminiscent of a police stateO (Landau, 2010cai®nuouslyreinforcing state
power and controlAs it is no longer necessary for the public to rely on traditional
media platforms to determine thettrwof eventsunfolding during ademonstration

and thestateare arguably awarthat their relationship with the public cannot be

solely determined through coveramgetraditional media (Balutis et al., 2011: 157;

20



McKinney et al., 2005: 178; Lee & McGoverk014:117), an alternate method for

resistance emerged throughthe era of technologal advancement; sousveillance.

The term Osousveillanceén be directly translated from French@stching from
belowd(Mann et al., 2003332 Michael & Michael, D14: xxxi McStay, 2010:
106), as opposed to surveillance meaning Owatching from alfGié@n &
Monahan, 2013: 83; Lupton, 2015: 3Mljchael & Michael, 2014: xxji It is in
direct strategic oppositioto the notion of surveillance.The positions refeto the
power status of the individuals engaging in the afctvatching. Whereatching
from abové&indicatesthat members of a highowered status are engaging in the act
of observation, Owatching from belasighifies the opposite; those whose status of
power is lower than those engagedsurveillance activities. Thougthe act of
sousveillance cannot ®nsiered anthierarchyas the termOs use is dependant on
the status of the individual(s) engaging in observatioa act in itselfs a method of
resistance, as ithallenges traditional poweelations between the state and its
citizens. Sousveillancgethus, creates a dialogue between those who are powerless
and those who are powerfulBoth surveillance and sousveillance exist
simultaneouslyon a pover incline; surveillance referring to watching down the hill
at the powerless, and sousveillance watchpward fromrisone®to Qyuardd
(Mann & Ferenbok, 2013)

Since thesharprise of technological advancement from the lat8 @éntury,
there have bee numeroususes of sousveillancas a method of resistance to
authority The mosfprominentcase ofits kind was that of Rodnelfing in 1999. A
local residentwitnessed and videtapedLos Angeles police officers beating King
an AfricanrAmerican gentlemanand later exposed the footage by sending it to a
media broadcasting channglefait, 2013 248; Firmino et al., 2010: 280; Weiss,
2008: 249. As the synergy of offline and onlinepacehas becomenore common,
participants ofnew socialmovemenrsg use more contemporarytechnologies at their
disposal in order tochdlenge hose in authoritative positionsThe use of
smartphones and tablets during the 260@sburghG20 protests proved the most
useful in British practices of sousveillance and Ocitizen jdismeD. Greer &
McLaughlin (2012 providea detailedaccount of lhe death blan Tomlinson at the
protest,where a fellomdemonstratousedtheir smatphone to film a police officer

pushing Tomlinson to the ground, who later died of a brain injury as k& oéshe

21



fall. The officer was exposed when the video was later publicisetlen-streaming

site YouTubeand spread ObackwardsO to traditional media broadcast coverages of
the deathSimilarly, Bradshaw (2013analysessousveillancenethods exhibitedy

new socialmovemens. His article highlights the immense power that sousveillance
can have in challenging negative values and reinforcingptigtive valuesof
democracy (freedom of speech and expres$iomAlthough claiming that
alterglobalisation which he termsanticorporate globalisatiy movements are
Olocally roote@ contradicting Kern & Narrhe provides a useful analysis of the G20
protestsin 2009,both in terms of police relationship with protesters (excessive use of
unprovoked force) and demdregions ofpositive valuesassociated witmew social
movement theory (direct actionand participatory democracin the fam of
sousveillance BradshawOsork is very well signposted in its structuidear in its

aims and rationale, angses suitable ntleodolog to arrive at its conclusions. It does

not makeany unsupported assumptions and draws accurate conclusions in line with
its aims.As its reliability as astrong source has been noted, aoeld deduce from

his concluding fats that sousveillances ipotentially extremely useful as a tool
holding to account those in authoritative positions when their powers are abused

during ademonstration

1.5.New Media and Occupy

New media is the compelling driver between the act of OsousveillanceO and
political/social change (Mann & Ferenbok, 2013; Wilson & Senisier, 2010; Shaw,
2013; Bradshaw, 2013). There are, however, debates among academics relating to
the success of the user@wmedia and sousveillance in bringing about political and
socialchange. SiwQOs (2013) study of the Occupy Sydney demonstrations in Hyde
Parkfoundthe fact that participants were uncertain about how theiresvaguld be

used by police, rendering their attemptshatding law enforcementccountable
through countesurveillancetechniques were also uncertain. Similarly, Milberry
(2013) useser case study of the 2010 G20 Summit protests in Toronto to suggest
that while there are advantages to the use of sousveillance during demonstrations i
recordingabuses of power by the podi Guch as public outcryof an inquiry into

G20 policing),there is a failure on the part of authorities to act despite abusgdoota

becoming available osocial media sites such as Twitter and YouTube. Bradshaw
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(2013) somewhat agrees, suggesting thategtors have been successful in using
countersurveillance techniques to record and document police repression, but that
these techniques Ohave yet to tame the excessive use of force bytpoiass
actionsO (p. 453). However, he is not entirely clémather this direction relates to

the failures of society or government to take action against these afusésther

the use of sousveillance techniques could be altered in preventidgtenring
excessive use dbrce bypolice on the ground during deonstrations. If the latter
were to be assumed as the future direction, then one would need to exploré to wha
extent the current use of sousveillance during demonstrations is effadtivelbility

to prevent or deter police repression or abuses of paitigson & SerisierOs (2010)
research on video activism attempted just that. They criticised Hardimg&soint
function of video activism (pacifier, defence and offence) through theofise
interview datagathered withvideo activistsghroughoutseverddemonstrations. The

key argumenbf their study is thatHardingOs data was insufficient in addressing
contradictions and uncertainties about demonstratorsCuse of sousveillance
techniques. In their analysis, they found that sousveillance was unpresdliatabl
sometimescaused more damage to demonstrators, as some would unintentionally
incriminate one other by documenting footage of their own illegal activities; data
eventually seized by police in their prosecution.

As technology has advanced and smartpBoand digital cameras have
become more accessible to demonstrators, their use of this technology &s count
surveillance has risen @ point where it is almost unthinkable to participate in a
demonstration without the ability t@vatch the watche€ Shav predominantly
focused on the creative side of sousveillance techniques on the ground during the
demonstration. His study focused less on the contribution of sousveillance to powe
gain, and more on the original methods with which demonstrators were table
counter police surveillance. He found that police surveillance damonstrator
countersurveillance were at a constant interplay, essentialgmblinga dance of
cameras (p. 8). In this case, therelsa need to understand how the relationship
between surveillance andcountersurveillane is demonstratediuring Occupy
London demonstrations, arttbow the police respond to the courserveillance
strategies utilisedAt the same time, it is important tmte that the rise afewmedia
technology hasnot ceased, andhew forms of technology are continuously

developing that aichew socialmovemers notjust in their attempts to further their
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aims and objectives, but also gnsuring that policeenonstratorrelationships

remain peaceful.

1.6. ResearchQuestions

Many pointsemerge from the studies of the contempoltdeyature;it is clear that

there is a need to explonew the Occupy movement differs from other OnewO social
movementsin its aims, Occupy attempt &dtract individuals from all backgunds,
genders, ethnicities armbcioceconomic groups, but in realititis has proven not to

be the casePrevious literature of OccupyOs demographic makeup suggests that the
movement is dominated by white, middiess and intellectlig advanced males.
Academics agree that the relationship betw@ecupy demonstrators and the police
hasnever been pleasaat peaceful. On the most part, this has been due to excessive
policing tactics dung demonstrationsaand occupationsThere is also general
agreement hat, despitethe use ofnew media in publicisng footage of law
enforcemenaibuses of power, it has not yet been successful in producing the desired
results; encouraging political andocial dialogue, leading to policy changes,
disciplinary action againgifficers involved Sousveillance practices utilised during
demonstrations are often contradictory, unpredictable and uncertain, sometimes
creating more damage than good. As the literaturened@ media usewithin
demonstrationsdrew from empirical researchthat focused on fairly extreme
examples of police surveillance vs demonstrator cotsuereillance, there is a need

to explore the use of sousveillance techniques in demonstrations where police
surveillance is not as overt, intrusive and invasiPolice policies in the UK
arguablydo not incorporate such extreme uses of surveillance technandssgood
starting point would be to analyse the use of sousveillance teelsniputhe Occupy
movement locallyThe extent, methods and strategiem@®iv mediause by Occupy
London could prove critical in understanding how the aims of the movement are
reinforced within Britain and how the values they promote are successfully
publicisedand networkedStudyingOccupy Londorcould also provide answers to
whetherthe Occupy movement within the UK reinforce the general values of the
movement,practicethese effectivelyand whether they arendeed domingd by
particular demographic&urthermore, there is agsiificant need to study what role

new media has on the adhwement of the movement, and whether this role can

24



maintain OccupyThis will proveto be a fairly unique contribution the study of
ewOsocialmovementheorywithin criminological literature.

Thekey research questidhattherefore emergefrom theliterature is Does
Occupy Londorfit within the realm of a OnewO social movemeriifis will be
explored through studying the following additional research questions in relation to

Occupy London:

1. What effect doeshe internal and external political makeapthe Occupy
Londonmovementave on their aims?

2. To what extent is thenovement epresentative of gendethnicity and class
differences?

3. How are OccupyLondon demonstrations policed¥hat does this signify
about law enforcementOs views of the movement?

4. In what ways are sousveillance techniques used during Occupy London
demonstrations?

5. What effect doesthe act of sousveillance have on loe-demonstrator
relationships?

6. How is new media used in the networking of the movement? What effect

does it have othe movementOs advancerient
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2. Methodology

In order to address these research questions, it is important to note tiesetireh
must be driven by a qualitative rather than quantitative approach. The methodology
of the research into Occupy London mustl fwithin one of two pmary

epistemological position®ositivism and Interpretivism.

2.1.Epistemology

The term OepistemologyO is derived from the @qstememeaning knowledge,
andlogosmeaning studyHorrigan, 2007: vii) It is thereforelooselydefined asihe

study of knowledg® an issue thajuestionshow thesocialworld Ocan and should be
studied@Bryman, 2008: 13)Quantitative research methods are favoured by those
adopting a positivist epistemological view; the assumption that théeeses of
linear knowledge and objective truth cannot be questigSedtt & Usher, 1996:

16). It is often an ideal source of government funding due to the lack of expense
needed and ease of attaching personal interpretation to results (Humphries, 2008: 8)
fit for political campaigning. Through rigorous testing in validity and reliability
(Newman & Benz, 1998: 39; Auerbach & Silverstein, 2003: 78), the results of
guantitative studies are presented as unbiased and impartial facts sgpgorti
particular issueor relationship between one variable and another. In reality, the
advantages to quantitative methodology are often limited as they do noiesiiffic
explore the necessary bridges connecting the issues in question witlseddéand
political contextsthus lacking in Orichness of meaningO (Babbiea2Pa;3Fischer,
2006: 192). Without delving too deep into complex comparisons between positivist

and interpretivist epistemological positions, the keyedéhce between the two are

OEpositivism can hel the researcher discover casual relationships
between phenomena while interpretivism can help the researcher deeply
probe into the dynamics of these relationships and uncover their mode
of operdion, their casual mechanisms.O

(Meneklis & Douligeris201Q 80)

In contrast to positivist epistemology, interpretivism refers to the Ounderstahding

the social world through an examination of the interpretation of that world by its
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participantsO (Bryman, 2008: 366). Thus, in order to extract deeper knowledge o
particular issue, it is insufficient to use a research methodology derirony d
positivist epistemological position. Interpretivism assumes that there abjective
truth, and that truth can be interpreted in multiple ways by various people depend
on the personal meaning ascribed to each experience (Hennink et al., 201tlis15)
linked to Max WeberOs notion \dérstehen(in conflict with researcher notions of
Understanding, defined as the Ostudying [of] peopleOs lived experiences which occur
in a specific historical ansiocialcontextO (Snape & Spencer, 2003Ir7}his sense,

the adoption of an Interpretivist epistemological position is paramount in fully
understanding theonstruction of meaning by participants involved in Occupy
London denonstrations.It is important thatresearch is not limited merely to
statistical data or data that seeksdentify relationships between variables this
would limit the contextual understanding of the movement, its participantg#sand
relationship wih authorities. Therefore, this study adopted an Interpretivist
epistemological lens through which the relationships betwleemnnderstandg of

meaning by participants andr@aniser®can be explored successfully.

2.2.Approach

Much of the contemporgrliterature explored in relation to botthewO social
movemend and the Occupy movemedopt an Interpretivistview. In using
gualitative methodologies, their outlooBn the researchalready opposeshe
positivist stance of quantative methodology anddalection.Qualitative methods
are normally made up of three approchsticipant observatigrinterviewing, and

focusgroups.

Most academicdegin by using participant observatiam studying the Occupy

movementBernard described this methodoloagy.

OEimmersing yourself in a culture and learning to remove yourself
every day from that immersion so you can intellectualize what youOve
seen and heard, put it into perspective, and write about it convincinglyO

(Bernard,2006: 344)
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Although some thatsts use the term OethnographyO merely as a definition of a
gualitative research methodologyptnall forms of participant observatioare
ethnographic irtheir approachin this case, theerm Qanograph@will relate to the
study of asocialsettingand its actorsfor a prolonged period of timglammersley &
Atkinson, 1995: 1; Fetterman, 2010: 39; O'Reilly, 2012: 28

Thus, ¢hnographic prticipant observation is a key demonstration of
Interpretivist episemologyas it seeksotunderstand rather thanastge the subject of
study. In implying that the driver for collective tan, resource mobilisation and
movement is grounded uponsocial relationships and interactiorparticipant
observation allows for the study of these relationships on a personaitarattive
level, where the researcher is not merely watching, but actively takingnpidue
routines of the demonstratioHowever,it is not always the case that ethnographic
participant observation is possibla.many instances, lack of an affiliat@insiderO
status in the subject of study can prove difficult and sometimes irbfssi
producing the desired resultdurker illustrates the level of understanding one can
gather from conduatg fieldwork in asocialsetting,titled TheoreticalSocialRoles
for Field Work(1960: 36),and identifiesfour specific categories &ocialroles for
observerspcomplete participanparticipant as observer, observer as participant, and
complete observerThe role of a complete participant é&ntirely covert raising
ethicd issues relating to the deception of the individuals or groups being studied
(Kimmel, 1989: 67, 75Babbie, 2013b68; Sieber, 1982 40; Bryman, 2008: 124
At the same time, the potential for a complete participant to be tabdetach
themsévesfrom personal biases relating to the subject of study isA®nlorgensen
notes, Oresearch OobjectivityO, in the traditional view, is not unlike virQimity:
lost, it cannot be recoveredO (1989: 62) the other extreme end of teecialrole
spectrum, as a complete observerwbuld be difficult to establish a successful
relationship with the research sutife in order to effectively study behaviour and
interpretation of meaning withouan OoutsiderO gazA. significant trait of a
successful ethographerand participant observer isot only in the ability to
submerge fully into the cultures, traditions, mindset aalles of thesubject of
study, but in identifying thekey momentsat which they musttemporarily retreat
from the researchnd view he situation froma theoretical perspectivelence,the
most effective forms foparticipant dservationare inacting either ofthe central

ground social roles; participant as observer, or observer as particifdoth roles
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require some form ofsubmersionand retreat, but the extent to which beatte
exercised is dependant on thedkewof access of the research€his process is also
known as Omoderate participation® (Spradley, 698@s Crabtree & Miller note,
there is some overlap between the twlespand in order to allow for successful data
collectionone mustctboth in the form of a baeindforth continuum(1999: 57)

Active membership and rapport is always of paramount importance in
gaining entry to the field of research. In the case ofrdgsarch, these issues were
not ones that presented much difficulty of access. The issue of merplawskinot
apply to Occupy London demonstrations since Occupy, by its own values, is
structureless. There is no specific membersbiperia in taking par in the
movement, its groups or sigooups. The building of rapport with other participants
has also been already established, since the researcher has not onlg atevidas
Occupy demonstrations as an activist, but has established relationshigfgidy a

personal level with some participants didganiser®of demonstrations.

2.3.Methods

In studying the Occupy movement, some academics used participant observation as
their sole methodology or in accompanying quantitative methods of data ioallect
(Halvorsen, 2012; Razsa & Kurnik, 2012; Liboiron, 2012; Koskal, 2012; Juris, 2012;
King, 2013. Others combinal participant observation witlinterviewing (Shaw,
2013; Uitermark & Nicholls, 2012)The most effective and convincing studies in
relation tothe Occupy movement were those that successfully combined the two
methods of qualitative research. The combination of participant observation and
interviewing ensureshat thereis little or no misinterpretatioof the meaning®of
certain acts or eventshe Interpretivist epistemological position of the study is
upheld and even strengthenexhd that specific areashat may not have been
discussedhroughout observation can bddressed

Participant observatioproduces a rich amount of data and meanimgreso
if the approach is ethnographic amyolves a good balance of participant vs
observeroles.However, there is stithe risk of researchenisinterpretation of some
of the behaviours exhibited or the general meaning and values of the movement,
patticularly if the researcher has been unable or unwilling to complebeherse in

the subjectAllowing participants to speak of their experiences and expresoaopini
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on the demonstrationan lead to clafication of the researcherOs interpietatof
what they lave observed. In doing sive researcher is able teinforce and put into
practice their epistemological stance through understanding imolividuals
themselves create and shape the meaning of events during demonstarttbiss.
way, questionganarise that would not necessarily have been answered during the
course of the demonstratigrend these can be addresdedng interviewsln some
cases, observation is even used as the secondary methodology, preceding
interviewing in order toobsere the behaviours of the participants interviewed
However, in most cases, interviewing is used as the secondary methodology where
information that has been missed otherwise not clarified throughout observation
can be addresselh the case oblitermak & Nicholls (2012), theycombined the use
of participant observation with unstructured mtewing, and a third methodology;
what they termed Oobservationssotial media andinternet materials® (p. 296)
Their aim was to shed light on the similaritiesd differences between Occupy
Amsterdam and Occupy LAHowever, it seemed as thoughetfindings of the
interview data contributeonly to a small fractionof their concluding statements
since the dialogue between researcher and participardiffiasit to guide.

This isan example obne of the nuances ofterview structurghat can have
a potental impact on the data producdtthnayraphy already assumes that there will
be some form of dialogue between researchertlamdndividuals being studied, in
the form of unstructured interviewing. In direct contrast to structured interviewing,
unstructured involvethe addressing ajuestions which have not been 4ptanned
or structured in &pecificway. This form of interviewing is often seen as the first
step of dialogue in ethnography beforeoving to more structured forms. It ia
useful way of building rapport with individuagsd often allows for conversations to
be explored in greater dep{Bernard, 2006 158; Klenke, 2008: 126; Fontana &
Prokos, 200739). The researcher would guide rather than lead the conversation, and
may or may not express their own personal opinions on the subject (Hall & Hall,
1996: 160). However, there are issues with this approach to intervidviisiy, the
building of a pesonalisedrapport which creates a friendly relationshipith the
subjects of study iof risk to the qualitative reliability of the data produced
Individuals involved in demonstrations would bess likely to divulge pmsonal
opinion to those with whom &y have close friendship ties than strangers who may

be unaware of the situation (Gomm, 2004: 1B8condlymerely guiding an open

30



ended and unstructured conversation into certain areas may not pestugh
relevantor specificinformationto form a sdid conclusion on the topic. Similarly,
structured interviewig also carries its limitations. Structured interviewing is often
seen as too rigid and formal, sometimes counterproductive if the intentidre of t
research is to build a rapport with particimaiCraig, 2005: 38; Huss, 2009: 29;
Hersen & Turner, 2003: 52; Weiner & Graham, 20096; Cargan, 2007105;
Kothari, 2004:98; Zayfert & Becker, 200724). As with questionnaires or surveys,
structured interviews requirextensive rappoiuilding beforethe schduling of
interviews, and often involve the complete removal of the participanmh the
setting in which tk fieldwork is being conducted (Blaikie, 2012D5. This creates
methodological complicationsas the entirepurpose of ethnographic paipant
observatioris to observe the natural setting of the individuidlsne was to combine
this with fully structured interviewing, thretheresults produced by tHatter would
weakenthose retrieved from théormer. Therefore, it is disadvantageotassconduct
structured interviewing in a setting where ethnographic participant observation were
taking place.

In order to avoid these extremes, it is necessary to find a balance méteee
two. In this case, the most appropriaethodologyinvolves the cmbination of
ethnographic participant observatioand semistructured interviewing. Semi
structured is in the direct centre of the spectrum between structured amattunst
interviewing (Gillham, 2000: 6Merrian, 2009: 89 It involves preparation cfome
specific questions, buitill allows the participant fedom to speak about issues
which are important to therfHesseBiber & Leavy, 2011 102; Klandermans &
Staggenborg, 200282; Bernard, 2013: 18Dawson, 2002: 29 Shaw(2013)used
semistructurednterviewing to assist his fieldnotes gathered from observation at the
Hyde Pak demonstration in Sydneystrengthemg his position by not only
immersirg in the event as aabserver, but alloimg demonstrators themselves to
express their own beliefs andpinions regarding survédnce and counter
surveillance He was able tase much of the data obtained from the interviéaws
validatehis own interpretations of whathobserved during demonstratiosd.the
same time, it was possible to tailor questitmspecifc aspects of the event without
allowing them to become toogid and structured. Thus, this permits the researcher
to record the data derived from observation aterviewing into loose themes even

before analysis is conducted.
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2.4.Digital Rewording & Visual Criminology

Most social researchersconducting ethnography or ethnographic participant
observation tend téavour traditional methods aktcording fiéddnotes using gad

and penlt is an essential part of ethnographic fieldwork, as assyita remember
every aspect of the dayOs events is outlandish (Schensul & LeCompte, 2013: 110;
Atkinson & Hammersley, 2007: 14M)lotetakingwhile in the fieldis dependant on
two aspects: practicality anacceptability It must be the case that it is nmtly
possible but practical for the researcher to be able to make notes thriotighou
events they are studyingMurchinson, 2010 Emerson et al., 2011McCall &
Simmons, 1969:73). When conducting research in an environment such as a
demonstrationit is often difficult to find the most convenient opportunity make
physical notes. At the same time, the researcher must take intonatitatumaking
notesat certain points of the demonstration ntayise suspicion and risk a possibly
well-established rappbrwith the individuals being observed (Porta, 20141,
Seligman, 195145). Good ethnographers tend to find the ideal balance between
overt and covert notetakingpmetimesetreating atdealmoments in order to record
their data(seePalmer, 2001 Darke, 2014. As digital technology has developed
greatly in recent years, there has been ldtl@oresearch conducted into the use of
new mediaas a method ofesearchemnotetaking duringethnographic participant
observation ofsocial movementiemonstratins. Although it has been highlighted
that audievisual techniques combined with notetaking arghly effective when
conducting ethnography (Pink, 20a20; Nastasi, 2013: 328here ishas been little

talk or debate about the prospect of using digikghnholoy itself as a form of
recording fieldnotesin the case of this studyhe primary method of recording
fieldnotesduring observation was thrgh the use of &pple iPhone©ONotesO app

In using a smartphone, it wasssible to eliminate the limiians of both overt and
covert notetaking practices as it was practical, not easily noticed by other
participants anddid notrequire much dependance thve memory of specifiaspects

of the demonstratiorDigitising fieldnotesusing an Apple iPhonealso meant that
synergy and synchronisation ioformation was straightforwaranddid not require

further digtal transcription for analysis.
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At the same timethe methodologyof this study is situated within thesual
criminologicaland sociologicatealmthrough the use ofisual technologemployed
throughout the demonstrations.Visual aiminology stems from cultural
criminological theories of zemiology andocial harm (Hayward, 2009) The
introduction of zemiology and visual criminology are fairlyew to the
criminological landscape. Visual criminologyescribesnot only the theoretical
framework upon whichihe termis grounded(visual sociology and anthropology)
but also refers to the method of reseavdierebyacademics can study and analyse
imagesfor potentialacts ofsocial harm and injustice (Miller, 2014: 204errell,
2006; Hayward & Presdee, 2QX0opes & Miller, 2015112). Thisis donethrough a
combination of Omeaning, affect, situation, and symbolic power and effianettey |
same OframeOCa(Mire et al., 2012t25). In esence, the ideology surrounding the
introduction of visual criminology promatévisual resistancéaegler, 201214;
David, 2007 wherebythe researcher allovthose research subjects on khwer-end
of the power inclinea OvoiceOvan de Voorde notes thinportanceof further
developingvisual criminologyusing ethnographic photography, atite impact this
can have omroviding a voice for the OinsidersO of the field that is being researched
(2012: 216). In this study, the establishmentof an insider voice isvital in
understanding the construction of meaning by the actors of the Occupy London
movement, how these meanings are put into practice, analysing the symhokc nat
of the demonstrationand exploring pate-demastrator relationships. Gitlin (2013)
made use of visual images of Becupy Wall Streetiemonstrationso illustrate the
movement, its demography, aims and relationship with the pdiitkough not
necessarily the general aim of the stuayvesal image Gitlin usedproject powerful
messages gbolice brutality and repression (pp.-13). Similarly, Liboiron (2012)
used photographic images while conducting participant observation in order to
highlight theresistance tauthority demonstrated kparticipants.

Therefore, theuse of visual technology using smartphonesssentiain not
only aiding as a methodological tool, but iminforcing the Interpretivist
epistemology of this stugyunderstanding the construction of meaning dogial

actorsinvolvedin Occupy Lomlon demonstrationé&s Rieger notes:

OVisual changes can be very subtle or so complex that they are virtually
impossible to document adequately without the use of a camera, which
permits OfreezingGeene in extraordinary detailO
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(Rieger,1996: 6)

Similarly, the use ofdigital technologyfor the purposes of recording intezw
conversations also provesery effective.In essense, vigorous notetaking when
conducting semstructured interviews imsufficient and ineffectiven capturing all
relevant information at any one timngarticularly if the person interviewed sgeat

a faster than writing pagq®eis & Judd, 2000291; Kvale, 1996:161;, Kvale, 2007:
95). The use ofligital audierecordingis more effective and reliable than notetakin
during interviews (Walliman, 200®3; Becker et al., 201 HesseBiber, 2011:324).
Somesemistructured intervie's conducted in this study were recorded ugipgle
iPhoneOs OVoice Memagi) which dates and timstamps the beginning arehd

of the reording. The advantage of using this technology is that the data recorded is
not only secure, busynchronised witha personalisedCloud backup platform,
making it dmost impssible to misplace.

Subsequent to the recording of the intervietlvey must bdully transaibed
and ready for subsequent analysis. Transcription inv@weseconsuming process
of converting the audio conversation imoitten form, nowadays digitallyn some
cases, #@nscription software, or a professional typist, can be tsageed up the
procesqHai-Jew, 2015247, Bernard, 2013195 David & Sutton, 2011129, but
in the case of the interviews conducted during this sttrdpscriptions were done
manually using naexpert transcription softwarén many cases, the standarfds
transcriptims depend on how the researcher aimanalyse the interview data
(Kvale, 2007: 95) Transcribing in complete verbatim what was said during the
interview (including OermsO and Qahsidre timeconsuming and generally more
appropriate dr reearch seeking to analyiee discourses of what was salé semi
structured interviewing is the seaary methodology in this studgnd it is not the
aim of this study to analyse theesjfic wording or language usdalit the general
themes thatcan be drawn from the dialoguethe filler-words used during
conversations were not includedthe digital transcriptions.

Thus, the methods of data collection for this study involved the use of an
Apple iPhone for both digital fieldnotes and photographywds also an aid in
recording several interviews fond purposes of transcriptiomterviews that were
conducted with OorganisersO and fairly -lamping members of the demonstration

were recorded on an iPhone app. Those conducted with fairly new asiatal
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participants were recorded through rigorous digital notes. The primary focus of the
interviews were to guide conversations into loose areas of intereshgelatihe
research questions that were to be answered. Additional information wasogid

if they were deemed of significance to the understanding of the current anel fut
positions of the movementAudio-recorded interviews were then manually
transcribed and coded in preparation for incorporating relevant themes into those
drawn from the bservation. All interviewees who were audi@corded were
informed of this in advance, as per the instructions and information on theépaauttic

consent forms.

2.5. Analysis

As there are several ways to analyse qualitative data, it is woitig riloé easons

why certain analytienethods are nappropriate for this projecQualitative data can

be understood and interpreted in many different ways, but it is dependant onghe aim
of the researcher to establish which analytic method and technique thegeavih

order to Omake senseO of the materiaihdncase of textudlased datasuch as
fieldnotes, memos, transcriptions, literature and articles, researchers use thei
discretion in distinguishing between several methods dfsisaDiscourse analysis

for examplejs defined aghe exploration or analysis of Oa particular way of talking
or understanding the world (or an aspect of the wo(Rhfllips & J¢rgensen, 2004:

1). It refers to the study of language used that may indicate the ways in which
individuals view orunderstand societydowever,the use of discourse analysis to
analyse fieldnotes are problemati@he recording of fieldnotes are entirely
dependant on the practicality tife situation, meaning that in most occasions the
researcher woulthe unable to note in verbatim exactly what was said in informal
conversations.Thus, the notes taken from the field of research are researcher
interpretations and general observations of events. This lack dfigpe noting
conversations makes it iegmely difficult to be able to analyse the use of language
used by participantsOn the other handdiscourse analysis can prove useful in
analysing interview transcriptions for the language used by participants. Iaskis c
discourse analysis could mide somevaluableinformationon the use of language

by demontrators and Oorganisews@n referring to the movement or to one another,
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but would not be sufficient enough tallow the combination ofobservational
fieldnotes ad semistructured interviewsd generate broader conclusions.

This study analyses the data using critical thematic analysis, wRplbre
the critical themes drawn from both ethnographic participant observaiihthe
informal conversations with participants (primary sourca)d semi-structured
interview (secondary sourcejlata with participants and Oorganiserd@ematic
analysisis most closely linked to grounded theamgd critical discourse analysis
(Bryman, 2012: 578)As Braun & Clarke (2006) note, thematicasysis is normaif
driven by two approaches; inductive (ddtaven) andtheoretical {heorydriven). In
the first instancecommonly known as grounded theorapproach to analysishe
researcher aars the field with no prexistingtheoretical basis for conducting the
researchand seeks to creatgew theories based on the data produced from the
fieldwork. Where thaesearch is based uppre-existing theory and analytic intergst
the analysis of the material is normally more rich and appropriate to iaufsart
researb question.Juris (2012), for exampladentified three keythemesfrom his
ethnographic observation of the Occupy Bostmmonstrations in 2011social
medig public spaceand aggregation The article is well signposted in its structure,
clear about its mthodology andthe use of thematic analysis proves to prowade
coheent argument in its conclusiddrelating to further challenges Occupy faces if

issues of representation are not taken intsicienation.

2.6. Ethics

Before anysocial research iscorducted, it must firstake into accountthical
considerationghat may hinder or otherwise prevent research from taking place
successfully A number of issues must be addressed before a project begins. The
most important relates to the protection of thetipipantand researchdrom harm
whether thisbe physical or psychological (Babbie, 20184; Sieber, 1982a: 15;
Sieber, 1982h21; Babbie, 2008: 68; Mertens & Ginsberg, 2009: 13; Wiles, 2013:
56; Farimond, 2013: 192Subjecting a participant to phgal or psychological harm

for the purposes of conducting any form siicial research has been essentially
outlawed by research ethics committees rotlee past several decades. Two
psychological experimenia the 1960s and0s triggered this move from argely

unregulated researching @cathe currensolid principles that researchers must abide

36



by. The experiments conducted by Stanley Milgram in 1963 (published in the
Journal of Abnormal an&ocialPsychologyand Philip Zimbardo in 197@aused a
widegpread academic outcry into the morals and principlast rsearchers should
abide by. MilgramOs research featured the deception of a group of volunteers who
were told they would be taking part in a simple questiodanswer teaching
exerci®. The realityof the exercise was a lot more distressing, as the volunteers in
the OteacherO rolesre asked to administer electric shocks to the OstudentO
participants when their questions are asked incorréltily.@acherOs were unaware
they were administering fakelectric shocks, and while thveltage of the shocks
were raised afr eachguestion, Milgram studied their actions for signs of obedience
despite the Ostud@dO repeated calls to cease the experiment (whisledeate
recorded audio footage). Althomghe experiment proved rdusively that human
psychological behaviour can be significantly altered when they are asked to obey
orders from an Oofficialfyure, Milgram is widely criticised for his actions that
causedconsiderablgsychological trauma tthe @acherO volunteers who thought
they were administering real electric shocks to thehvalanteers.He is also
criticised for deceiving participants of the true nature of the researchs (&ovwatt,
2010: 31; Ezekiel et al 2008; Korn, 1997: 98Adler & Clark, 2008:49; Albon,
2007:147).

The Zimbardo egeriment attempted to prev the significance of
psychological labelling of individualsy asking a group of volunteersdot the roles
of prisaner and prison guard. Both groups were put into a ipréiting and their
actions observed for signs of conformity to the roles they wehenteering as.
Similar to the Milgram experimenZimbardo ignored repeated requests to cease the
study due to psychological and physical haorthe participantsAlthough Zimbardo
did not use deception as a meanscofivincing the volunteers t@ke part in the
experiment(Vogt et al., 2012273, hewas criticsed predominantly for his lack of
concern tothe wellbeing of the participants who were abusing one anothéde wh
conforming to their respective rol@&/ebster Jr & Sell, 201424; Murray & Holmes,
2009: 100;Klitzman, 2015:13; Sternberg & Fiske, 2015: 1B85and ignoring the
wishes of the participant® withdraw from the study (Sieber & Tolich, 2013: 66;
Banyard & Flanagan, 200561; Brian, 2002: 245 As MilgramOs experiment,
Zimbardo was able thighlight the significant effectef human psychology upon the

associatingf an individualto a particular roleDespite these revelations in thecial
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sciencestheethical and moral issuewerride the intellectual advancement of a field
thatdepend®n humarinteraction.

The British Society of CriminologyCode of Ethics(2006) is clear in its
ethical requirements of any researchéshing toconduct criminological @search.
The codeemphasises thdlhe research should onledin once the participants have
provided full informed conserto take part in the research, and recognise that they
have theright to withdraw at any time (p. 3)n order to cater for both of ¢ke
ethical considerations, the participants interviewed in this study werenshaw
information sheet v all details relating to the purpose of ttlesearch and their
involvement (sed-igure. 1a & Figure. 1b), and asked to sign a foroonsenting to
takepart as an interviewee, recognising that they may withdmnv the research at
any time (sed-igure. 2). In this way, the researcher was able to eliminateissues
of deceptionandinformed consentAs the questions asked of participants could be
deemeé by some as being emotional mature, each participant was informed
verbally and in writing (seBigure. 1) who they would be able to contact if they had
any concerns about thesearch or its aims/objectivesll participants interviewed
were above thage of sixteen, so there were no occasions where issues relating to
proxy consent of a minor needed addressBefore conducting each interview, the
participans wereinformed that they would be assigned a unique random idenfication
number in order to ense that there imnonymityin their responsesarticipants
were sampled through snowball sampling, wheree participantwould allow
researcher access to another (Babbie, 20133 Bailey, 1994:96; Babbie, 2008:
200-1). Several participantstatedtha they have n@oncerngelating to anonymity
and provided theirresponses have not been distorted or their meanings altered,
would be happyfor the researcheo disclose their namesithin theproject thesis

A further issue with regard to collecting camecording information from
fieldnotes and interviews igonfidentiality It is crucial to ensure that any
information relating to participants of tliesearch remains completely confidential
and unaccessed by any indivdl outside the research panel éGory, 2003: 52;
Loue, 2002:147; Buchanan, 2004: 140; Weir & Olick, 200439; LeCompte &
Schensul, 2015: 3)5Therefore, as the researohtes of this study were primarily
digital, through Apple iPhoneapps,security of the data was ensured through the
security features provided by the smartphone itself. The researchehesetioneOs

fingerprint sectty feature, which only allows access to the phone when his
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fingerprint is pressed to the OHomeO button. At the same tiwveas #nsured that
when the pone was nibbeng used for research gaosesjt was kept securely in the
researcherOspztrouser pocket at all times. After each demonstration, vthen
researcher retreated from the fietde information wasransferred to a personal
laptop, where itwas encrypted withencryption software AutoKrypfThe data was
also backedip on a secure, encrypted and passvpoodected external hard drive,
which was kept locked in a cupboard within the researcherOs homeler to
ensure additional securitthe eternal hard drive was also scanned on a daily basis

for virusesand potential hacking attempts.

2.7. Challenges

Despite rigorous planning before and throughout the demonstrations, and taking into
account the experiences of various researchers incargpsamilar methodologies

and approaches analysis, there were some distinctive challenges in gaining access
to certain interviewees and ensuring that there was sufficient relefarhation

provided durilg interviews.

Access

The use of snowball saripg was significant, as it allowed for easier access to
certain individuals within the group perhaps considered Omore prominentO, such as
those diretly involved for several year3hrough snaball sampling, the researcher
could build rapport with eachdividual interviewed, or otherwise informally spoken
to, in such a way that this would allow them to be continually introducechérsot
within the group. This was initially fairly successful, and many of theigyaaits
spoken to on an informal basis wdhose who had been introduced by others within
the group. However, with regard to interviewirieir participation was not only
reliant on the rapport built by the researcher, but also depended on the type of rapport
they had withthe individual intodwcing them to the researcher.

Needless to say there was rexpectation that all participants and
OorganisersO would have identical views and opinidnsesearchers. Some
participants introduced to the researclseemed very sceptical of any external

involvement in the movement, regardless of the aims ajettoles of the research.
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A couple of participants that were spoken to would indicate through body language
and lack of communication that they did not wish to make no contribution to the
research, whe#r formally or informally. Thus, those who were disinterested would
distance themselves continuously from the researcher, perhaps due to atfask of
Some interviewees were asked to comments on these issues, and provitlestehat
had been previoussses of deception by individuals claiming to conduct research
with favourable intentions, which were later debunked as fdlke. researcher,
however, made clear that it was not the intention of the study to providéigepos
negative viewpoint on thelemonstrations, but merely to understand the specific
connections between the use of new media and sousveillance by the moegment,
its potential advancement.

The biggest challenge of the research waattempts to interview or even
informally speak tahe legal observer present during the dertratiens. She was
disinterested in communicating or interacting at any point withiadiyidual not
within her close circle of trust. On several occasions, attemptsmaete in gaining
her trust and providingétpful information about events that were photographed or
otherwise captured by digital footage, but despite her continuous presence, and
possessing her personal contact details, it became impossible to ¢gss &x her.
Through interviewing another lelgabserver and adviser to the Occupy London
branch, Matthew, it was evident that her role as a legal observer veasl l@ad
skewed by her participation in the movementis, however, will be »xglored in

subsequent sections.

Data Collection

Most intervews were carried out on field; in the immediate vicinity of the
demonstrationsinitially, interviews were conducted on the grass at Parliament
Square, where participants were spoken to in the presence of others aroundahem in
more intimate and social ts&g. However, this was later to become an issue, as it
was evident from the facial expressions of other demonstrators during intetivagws
some were either becoming sceptical of the nature of the questions, or were
disagreeing with the responses pr@ddby the interviewee. These acts could
potentially jeopardise the findings of the interviews in two possible whes;

interviewee become aware of the reaction of others droneam andtailor their
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responses to suit the views and opinions of their compsgnor perhaps the
contrary and those listening, if later interviewed, could be influenced by the
responses provided by the initial interviewdn. either circumstance, the data
collected from interviewing would be compromised from the presence ofsather
the natural setting. As a result, later interviewers were askedyifntbeld be more
comfortable retreating a little behind the area of demonstration in ordeduoere
background noise.

Furthermore, two participants complained during interviews toé
background noise, which was hindering their hearing of the questions asked by the
researcher. The background noise related to the timing of these intersiawey
speeches or activities. In order to counter this issue, one participargkeasifaley
would be happy to move a little bit further from the area of demonstrationh Whic
agreed to. The second participant that mentioned subsequently wished for the
interview to take place in her car, which was parked not far from ParlteBogiare.

This particular participant and OorganiserO had health problems and felt it would be
more comfortable for both her and the researcher to be in a more quiet sdtisng. T
proved to be more desirable in terms of collecting views and opinions thatahay

have beemasily or willingly provided in thenesence of other demonstrators.

3. Findings/Analysis

This study used the combination of OparticiaardbserverO ethnographic
participant observatiofwith informal dialogue)and semistructured interviewing in
orde to address the research questions that emergedtieneview of literature on
new social mvement theory and the Occupy movement. As participant, as well as
observer, the researcher participated in marches and activities organisedupy Oc
Democracya subgroup of the Occupy London movemgahd conducted eighteen
semistructured interviewsvith participants, Oorganisera@d several menas of

the public.The term OorganisersO is presented in imveoimmas due to theishes

of Occupy Londonmembers who claimed that a movement without a hierarchy
couldnOtontain official organisers. Therefore, those deemed to be OorganisersO by
this study are merely members of the movement tdnee had an active role in

organising the events of the occupati®he faceto-faceinterviews were conducted
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throughout the course of the demonstrations®™, 2%, 4", 6" and 7" May 2015. An
alternative telephone interview with a legal observer and adviser wasdcauti on
13" July 2015.

Themes are then drawn fronhe data derived frominterviews, obsemtion and
informal dialogue in order to analyse the events thematiealty come to a solid
conclusion that answers all research questions, and sheds lightiomptitence of

new mediauseby the subgroup.

3.1.0ccupy Democracy

Occupy Democracyvas formed in 2014following a General Assembly meeting
organised by the Occupy London moveméintefers toitself in this wayin orderto
challengethe stereotypical definition of the term Odemocralty® sense, it aigto
OoccupyO the definition of OdemocracyO and create an alteefatitien through
direct action and participatiomn its own words, Occupy Democradgscribes its

mission on its website

OOur mission is to campaign for a genuine democracy free fro
corporate influence. Our demand is for real democracy now!
Sovereignty must rest with the people and not with ParliamentO

(Occupy Democracy, 2014)

In February 2015, it was announced on social networking site, Facebook, that
Occupy Democracy wat hostan occupation of Parliament Squane London
between T and 18" May, overlapping the UK General Election df Klay andits
subsequent finalising of results ofi Blay 2015.Its event page was shared across a
number of Occupy groups and sgioups, as il as other activist groups and pages,

such as Anonymous UK ariReclaim the PowelFrom approximately 4.8 thousand
Facebook users that were invited to the event by OfriendsO, 1.1 thousand people
claimed they would attend the occupations, and a furtherr@@&d Omaybe®

their invitation The Event pagewas titled OOccupy Democra&y The May
Occupation of Parliament Squard® ther own description of the even©ccupy

Democracyposted:
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OWant to do more for our democracy this May than put an X boxfe

As Britain gets ready to go to the polls, join the ten day occupation of
Parliament Square to continue building a movement for real democracy:
free from corporate control, working for people and planet!O

(Occupy Democracy, 2015).

This promotional dscriptionsuggest that there is no direct pressure for individuals
to take partin the movement or demonstrations, but mecglgstionghe intentios
of regular votersThe first line of the descriptiomdicates thabeing a norvoter in
the UK GeneraElection is not a specific criteria fgarticipation in the occupation
at Parliament Squardt. is dear that there is no direct politicalgort or message
that is being publicised to citizensytthe suggestion is thatdividualsvoting could
Odo me0 for democraci.outlines the general theme of tbecupations; the desire
for freedomfrom corporate control, for Opeople®aning regular citizefjsandthe
planet.Aside from reinventing and demonstrating an alternative form of deycr
the aimof the occupation wa® draw attention to the countryOs social and political
issues; climate change, environmental change, social ideologies andypteggot
and electoral reform

The occupatiomddressed these issues through speeches, discussiotsdscrip
theatrical roleplay, staneup comedy gigs, musi@ance, meditation and marches.
Each day of the demonations had its own theme and contributed newdepthof

existing knowledge of sodigand politics:

Day 1: Occupy Democracy

Day 2: Reclaim th€ommons!

Day 3: Climate Change: The Elephant in the Polling Booth
Day 4: Live at Parliament Square

Day 5: Free University of London at Occupy Democracy
Day 6: Election DayDccupation

Day 7: AntiTory March
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3.2. Politics

As mentioned previously, wheexamining the difference between old and new
social movements, it is important to note that the latter do not &meficallyon
political power or engagement with particular political parti@he Occupy
movement,generally attemptsto alter the polical and economic structure of its
respective country into a more participat form of democracy, through the practice

of direct action As their belief is in the reforming of the current systetime
movement has nevafficially claimed to associate @ with a particular political
party. In observations of the Occupy Democracy movement, however, the reality of

this association was a little more cdeyp

Campaigns

There were a number of differesbcial and political issues that the syoup
attempéed to draw attention toAlthough the occupation generally fit under the
umbrella of the theme of Ochang#@re wereseveral campaigns that were less
noticeable than others due to the laclaténtion they receivethroughout The most
noticeable werehbse involving environmental isssiandegalisation of cannabis.
ORaceOwas a campaign that was less evidedat on the pavemeriy
Parliament Squareonsistentlythroughout theoccupationwas a peacactivist who
was of Kurdish ancestryWearing a colorful array of badges, dys and business
cards, the man introduced himself &s actvist for the peace of humanity. When

asked about his association with the Occupy movement, he replied:

Ol am everything. | am everything that promotes peace and hasfmony
humanity. If Occupy are doing this, then it is my duty to be present here
today.O

(10374 Interview)

He was not directly involved with the Occupy movement, but claimed that ohe of t
issues that Occupy attempts to draw attention twddd peace;somnething that
would notbe obviousf one did not stop t@bserve the movement in detalithin

this theme of Opeace(s also solidarity with Palestine, whictwas not actively
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demonstrated, bulluminatedin some forms otlothing (seeFigure. 3). There vas
also an amalgamatiorof the themes of OpeaceO and LGBT rigigsnonstrated
through a colourful rainbow flag titled OPeaceO Fagpare. 4). This was further
illuminated by the visit of Reverend BillyOs Stop Shopping Ghibay 1, where
the emphasis &as on togetherness, police brutality and shootings in thetidsS,
stereotyping of Aboriginal West Australiaaed climate change.

The first day of the occ@@pionalsosaw an AntHTTIP speaker, also wearing a
piece of clothing in Palestinian solidarifyee Figure. 5). TTIP (Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnershig)a proposal that has been systematically criticised since
its leak in 2014. A proposabhich has been argued to potentialpuse a variety of
issues affecting theHS, food, environmentbanking and privacyThe Independent,
2014) the speakeclaimed that icted as a threat to democracy.

This mixture of campaigns andsues raised differs from the focus of the
Occupy movement at the time of its birfthe reason for the lack of attean to the
less noticeable campaigns wihst the priority lay on other issues that were more
actively addressed and better organised. Despite i@ tvas very littlgoractical
emphass throughout the occupations enonomic reformnotwithstandingthe fact
that this was the primary trigger for the discontent that catieedise of Occupy.
Arguably, the focus has shifted from the economicisrd its repercussions to
current environmental and ideological issueghlightingthe identifiable featues of

new social movements

Spectrum

The aims and objectives of the Occupy Democracygsabpincluded the desireo
bring attention toissues surrounding the politicsiructure its corporate influences,
electoralsystem and suggesta strategy ofadiieving true democrgc Thesewere
evidentin previous researchf the Occupy movement(seeUitermark & Nicholls,
2012 Chou, 2014 CostanzaChock, 2012Bradshaw, 2013Aitchinson, 2011Juris,
2012; Gitlin, 2013)Despite this, however, the sgboup (asa whole) was unclear in
distinguishing beteen complete system reform and change while maintaihieg t
current political structureAlthough there was a mixture a@bntemporarypolitical
discourseusedin describingtheir political stance and viewpoinin most partthe

participants in the Parliament Square occupatsituated themselves along the left
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side of the political spectnu, arguing for public ownership ampidomotion ofliberal

ideologiesOne participanof Kurdish ancestrglaimed he was Olilterian leftwing,

far-leftO and identified his political preference as Ocommu(BliS8D Interview), a
fairly new ideological introductionto Syrian life (Panagiotis, 2007)Another

participant, D, referred to himself as Oleftving socialist§(10284 hterview)

specifying not only his situation on the political spectrum, thet exact political
preference.

Socialism has since the Thatcher leean criticised byoth left and righiving
political parties within the UK. Thatcher, in particulavas highly antisocialism
(Evans, 1997: 27Harrington, 201} and believed that it created a society that was
Oevil® and controlled BpureaucratsO (Bannister, 2084y involvement in the
lobbying to breakup the Soviet Union throughout the 198RSt a spirit d anti
socialist Thatcherisnacross the British politicagéstablishmeiy one that is still lit
today. One participanand a longunning OorganiserO within the Occupy London
movementsince its birth commented on the negative stereotyping of socialism

Caegorising herself as a socialist, she added

@ver time,the elites have bastardised Wh,at it means to be left, like to
be a dictator like Chairman Mow or StalinEl meanEwhat is Socjalism
but the redistribution of wealth so that everybody has enough?0

(10532 Interview

In essence, she is arguing that thess beeran activeattempt atcreating negative
stereotypesf the meanings attached to socialism, qus$t by politicians but by
Oelites® society; those who are on the highgsint of the power stusincline, and
those who Occupy blame for the financial crisis that leastb harsh austity
measures in recent years.

Another participant, however, whrad been involved with the Occupy London
group for several yearsdentified himself to bea mixtue of political ideasHe

notes:

OIOm a mixture of Communi®m believe in state control of some
industries and some services (control by the people, for the people), |
also believe in the freedom of people to make their own decisions about
their own livesO

(10531 Interview)
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He initially had some difficulty in defing his own political viewpoint due to the
ideologies attached tpolitical discourseEffectively, his explanation suggts that
there is no existing political ideology that incorporatealinost of his views into
political policy. When askedavhether he believes th&@ccupy itself is politically

motivated, he responded:

OltOs not really alitical movement. Some peophere might even be
voting Conservative, or Green or Labour. | don&t &now.O

(10531 Interview)

If the movement, as many claim, is mmtitical in nature then there is little chance
that they will be able toonfront the current political system as it staridgere must

be an element of combinegbolitically driven ideology if true reform is to be
successfulThis is not to suggest that the Occupy movement does not differ from
traditional social movements that focused primarily on political changagtiely
suggests that as a movement that seekdetoonstrate an alteative political
structure, there must be a sense of collective ideatity agreement among the
participants.Even the idea that participantsnay vote for existing political parties
indicates that theollective will anddeterminationfor political reformis not as
strongascould or shoulde.

Claiming political neutrality is also an issue that was$ evidentduring the
events oDay 2, where singer Robin Grey perforngedong titled OFuck Off Back to
EtonO The lyrics were inreference torevelations hat the ConservativeParty
candidate list featured the names of twemgformer attendees of private boarding
school Eton CollegéMirror, 2010) It was soon evident that the song was more than
just seemingly comical when the singelaimed that he seraded UK Prime
Minister David Cameron in public with the song upon his entranceCQorservative
Paty conference a month earlidhe song was welcomed with a great deal of praise
by demongators, who began singing along with the lyrics. At the endeohthsical
performance, Grey inviteddemonstratorsto pose behind the yeiv Occupy
Democracy banner and sing along to the lyrics while he taped them on his
smartphong which would later makepart of his YouTube music video. Many
demonstrators participatéa this and sang along to the chorus of the s@fgck off

back to Eton, fuck off back to Eton, fuck off back to Eton with all your Eton cBums
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(seeFigure. 6). The involvement of Occupy Democracy participas¢hita clear
message thaiolitical neutraliy within the movement is not existent. Had this been
the case, then demonstratavould not specifically targatne political party based

on the attendance of some of its politiciama private boarding school.

Green Party

The issue®f reforming a patical system and working within one to promote
change often overlap in theaims and objectives of activist groups who seek
Orevolution®. Thaeotion of Orevolution@emandsa complete overthrow of the
existing political system in order to push for specifizevolutionary goalsipd
radical reform(Russell, 197460). In order for a contemporary social movement to
be able to successfully managespark a political revolutigrthere must be clear and
robustalternativego the existing political systenT.he Occupy movement is able to
demonstrate and Oact outO its desired political and democratic sthudtimethe
case of Occupy Democracy, it has failed to clarify totally whether otheoturrent
system is ale to remain in existenogith their proposedlternatves.As its claim is
to seek alternatives, then one would expect that the participaintshe
demonstrations would be neutral or ignorant of the political parties running in the
2015UK General Electionln reality, this was nothe case.

On seveal occasions throughout the demonstrations, there were references
made by participants and OorganisersO in relation to the Green Party of England
Wales. Since much of theccupation was focused around OgreenO issues, such as
climate change, global wamng and fracking, there were several instances where the
idea of environmental awareness was linkedGi@en Party policies. The first
instance of this kind waduring the thid day of demonstrations (focused on climate
change) whereseveral speakersddressed issues related to fracking policies,
continuous useof fossil fuels, arctic drilling and carbon consumptionThese
speeches were held by four different members of Reclaim the Paweassroots
network seeking to draw attention to Oenvironmentahoetic and social justice
issues@Reclaim the Power, 2013Yhroughout the speeches, there were several
references to Green Party policies and tledvantagesThis sends an almost
contradictory message to not only Occupy demonstrators present leteral

members of the publigbout the political stance of the movement.
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Similarly, themovementOs lack of political neutralitgs demonstrated aff
May, the day of the UK General Electiomhere Adam Ramsay spokesupport of
the Green PartyRamsay isa Oceditor of the UK section of openDemocracy.netO
(The Guardian, 2015pand also works with leftving news site Bright Green which
has stong links with the Green Party of England and Wales (Bright Green, 2015).
While Ramsay was speaking, one partinipa, commented on the association of

Occupy with the Green Party:

Ol donOt get it. WeOre supposed tmghiest these cunts sitting in
Parliament reaping our money. Why the fuck are we listening to this
shit?0

(10893 Interview)

Why, then, did the Ocqy Democracy group choose to invite a Green Party activist
to speak on the day of the UK General Election? A Jamming antiausterity

activist in the Occupy London movemeRtanswered this question:

OThereOs no reason why we should discriminatstagayone wb is
involved in politics for the right reasons. Most of the people up thereEO
[points at the Houses of Parliament] OEare there just to make
moneyEfor their own gain, not for us.O

(10827 Interview)

Many of the issues raised throughout bothtludse days are considered Ogreen
issuesO, so it is hardly surprising that a political party seeking to put thpoligies
thattackle these issues are favoured over other parimsever, the idea of inviting
an activist to speak in support of an erigt political party, whether or not
individuals agree with the partyOs policiemntradicts the entire ideology
surrounding the Occupy movement that agues for reform adléotion process and

democratic structurigom representative to parti@fory denocracy
Cannabis
One of the OgreenO issues that were focused on throughout the occupation was the

legalisation of cannabis. The prioritising of this issue was so largé fhailitated a

march throughout Central Londam its support. Not only this,emonstrators made
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active attempts to emphasithafpossession and usetbe drug in public should not
be policed

Throughout the occupatiame participant mentioned thiite criminalisation
of cannabis was Ojust another way of the goverrteleaveryme Owe are doing this
just because we canQ@®923 Interview)D indicaing that the link between the
occupatio®docus onthe legalisingpf cannabis anthe political egblishment is the
notion of power The participantGdaim echoed the Foucaultiamtion of thestate
exercising repressive means purelydmforce its own power statamd weaken that
of the regular citizer{Foucault, 1975)Several other participants and OorganisersO
commented specifically on this issue, claiming tthet idea of demaacy should
involve the freedom to vote on motie such as legalising cannabis (10284; 10662;
10938; 10460; 10043 Intervieyvs

Day 2 saw the OFree the WeedO march across Whitehall, past Downing
Street, Trafalgar Square and Embankmefhe march was signdant in both its
demographic makeup as well &s positive reception by regular members of the
public. As the march was underway, one demonstrator posed for photographs outside
Downing Street with a large plastzip-seal bag full of ground cannapiwhich
remainedunconfiscated by law enforcement officgsee Figure. 7). On several
occasions, members of the public cheered and applaudedrtiwpant for this and
some Europeapassersy shook hands with the particips. When asked what they
feel aboutOccupy Londord®march for the legalisation of cannabis, one young

femalemember of the public stated:

OOh gosh...I didnOt even know this was an Odaimgy | just thought

this was a group aftoners trying to change the law on weed. But yeah,
IOm all dr it, good on them for doing something for the good of all of
usOEOQI think itOs all bullskihat these aentists are saying about
weed, they need to do some proper research and get their facts
straight...the stuff if good for you.O

(10111 Interviewy

Claims surrounding théeneficial effectoof hemp usdor health and other reasons
have beerreceiving intense publicity in recent years both in Europe and the US.
Several US states have already legalised the possessioaraunption of cannabis

for medignal purposes, and numerous campaigns are undeirwaytempting to

accomplish the same iEuropean countriesScholars have long claimed that
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cannabis use hasenefits for health and aids as a natural substitufgaitakilling
prescription medicatioiiKalant, 2004; Hall & Solowij, 1998Hall & Degenhardt,
2009; Hall, 2009. Media attentionof the issuehas led many to also study the
potential economic gain from legalising the drug (The Guardian, 2013; The
Independent, 2013; The Telegraph, 20HWwever, i is notthe aim of thisstudy to
arguefor or against the legalisan of cannabis, but it merely seekshighlight the
growing focus of the issue in recent y@arhich have contributeto the altering of

the Occupy movement®sn focus for demonstratisnThe politicalassociation®f

this emphasisn drug legalisation are strong, considering the Green Party of England
and Wales are currently the sole political paarguing the case isupport of
legalising cannabis (Green Party, 20@%: Therefore, Ocupy DemocracyQso-
cannabis stance is not merelyp attempto warrant the use and possession of the
drug, but a political standpoint in support of an existing pprgsentin the UK
Parliament.

It is difficult to comprehend what Occupy LondonOs musitiould be if the
Green Party were elected into government 8riviay ingead of the Conservative
Party. |t is not clear whether the partyould embrace the movementOs work as an
activist participatory democraticmovement without still praising its own
representativevictory. Another question that could arise from an overall Green Party
majority is whethertheir political viewpoint wouldcater for movements such as
Occupy to continue existing in their own right, withdwaing subject to criticisrfor

challenging the status quo.

3.3. Demography

As mentioned previouslythe OFree the Weed@arch was significant in its
demographic makeupn contradiction to many previous studies of new social
movementsand of Occupy(and although there were some youngeiviiuals)the
participants of the march wepgedominantlyworking-classand middle-aged some

with disabilities and many with dependencies on drugs and alcohol. The young
femaleinterviewed while thenarch was taking place at Trafalgar Squaiede an
observation based upon thetereotypical image of the demonstrators taking part in
the march; they did not look like members of the Occupy movement. In her opinion,

they looked like & group ofstonersOMany involvel in the march were highly
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dependant on led and illegal substanceSeveral who marched were observed
having spent the entire day drinking different forms of alcohol; beer, wine and
spirits. Several did not at all seem intoxicated but as though their bobddes
processedhe alcohol with geat eae, signifying that this was not the first time they
had consumeduch large amounts of liquoaBomewere seen taking Clags drugs
beforehand while in Parliament Square, biak their actssuccessfully from the law
enforcement officers in the aréehe mach itself went peacefully and there were no
acts of violence otthe part ofthe demonstrators. However, the erratic behaviour of
some individuals signalled the attentiohlaw enforcement officers accompanying
the march, leading to overt acts of sunagitte(which will be explored further in
section3.5).

The demographic makeup of the sydoup generally waéed day-to-day
depending on the themd3asedupontheir own categorisingas well ashairstyles,
accentsgdental makeupchoice of branded clothingnd technological possessigits
was understood thahé younger individuals were mainly middiass while he
older were lagely workingclass.Both dhnically and in terms of agehefirst day
was very balanced, with individuals from differemiges ad backgrounds
collectively gatheredni Parliament Square to maihket first day of demonstrations.
Throughout the occupation, howes, there was a baandforth switch between the
older workingclass demonstrators and youngedadlte-class onedncluding te first
day, those themes involving environmensaluegDay 3) andmattersrelating to the
UK General Election (Days 6 and Were made up of anixed bagof ages, class
status and ethnic backgrounds. There were also individuals with disabiitiethe
mental or physical, who also took part in the demonstratidngssue relating to
mental impairment proved criticaduring onearreston Day 6, which will be
explored further inthe next section.

Day 5 was dended predominantly by young middilss stdens, where
there was a Working Groumeeting(tailored atindividuals involvedin academian
acting as a guide on how tocsessfully facilitatea meeting, and then acting as a
forum for students involved in Occupy to update the group on developments in
occupations of theiuniversity premiseslhe topics that were raised throughout the
update meeting involved university policies which were fairly trivial and nate
to the financial issueghis, again, signifies that there has been a big shift fram

traditional Occupy movement aims at focusing on global financial issiésh saw
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students occupying university buildingsto desperately draw attention to the
injustices of the raising of tuition feen the UK (Aitchinson, 2011)to university
policies thatinvoke certain student right©n the other end of the demographic
spectrum, thepaticipants attending Day 2 (Climate Change) and Day 4 (Live at
Parliament Square) were predominamtiyrking-class, but a mix of ages.

A significantissue, which wasalso highlighted in previous research into the
Occupy movemengsee CostanzeChock, 2012; Juris, 2012; Pickerill & Krinsky,
2012) is that there seemed to la@ overdominanceof men taking part in the
occupation.There were several women also present,dsuthe main part the men
vastly outhumberedvomen attendees. Although this is something that cannot be
controlled, the movement has been criticised for its lack of attetdithe fact that
menOs views are owepresented during Occupy movement dematishs and
meetings. This has largely been linked to the failure of two of their \@itees;
leadelessnessand structurelessnessAs has been noted, lackinbese valueseads
to difficulties in adapting the movement to include views that sefiity represent
not only issues specific to womemyt alsothose relating to LGBT participantEhis
failure of the two core valudsad to inevitable difficulties in Occupy DemocracyOs
ability to represengender differencgwithin occupations.

Similarly, the bck of representation of particular demographics was not
restricted togender differencesOn the third day of occupationgne female
Oorganiser@ disabledformer volunteer support worker for the Occupy Wellbeing
Working Group,mentioned theeed for tle subgroup to embrace simplicity in their
promotionaltechniques. Concluding a speech heldbgpreentativeof Reclaim the
Power, she claimed that there are difficulties related to the unuidirgja of
particular wording printed on Occupy leaflets, dhdre should befforts made to
simplify the language in order to cater for those readers with disabibtielsthose
whose first language may not be EngliS§he also pointed out that individuals
reading the leafletsight find more use from them if theain points wee bullet
pointed rather than paragraphdthis was a very important request (one which was
received with understanding by other participants) as it indicated that thepyOc
Democracy sugroup had, at least until that point, not cateredh® needs of
disabled or #hnicaly diverse demographics. Indeed, twerding on some of the
leaflets wasa little advancedor some who may not use English as their first

language.However, as this study did not use discourse analysis to analyse the
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wording of the leaflets in greater detail, this may be useful for thosking to
conduct furber research into these issues.

In essencethe Occupy Democracy stgvoup has beegenerallysuccessfully
representative otlass andethnic differences, but hasaifed, largely due to the
utilising of core Occupy values tdaderlessnesandstructurelessnes preventing
the overdominance of meparticipating in marches, occupations and meetings. In
the technical promotion of the movement, the-gtdup has beeunable to cater for
the needs of those of different ethnic backgrounds whose first language may not be
English, and of certain types of disabilities that may hinder their metifodading.

In the first instance, Occupy will arguably be wunable hinder the
underrepresentation of women without putting in place some forstrefture to
ensure that womenOs views adequately representadd taken into accourl the
case oftaking into account ability and ethnicity differences, it is clear that
movement should ensure that their promotional techniques are of satisfactory

simplicity that would cater to tlse for whom they may be of use.

3.4. Law Enforcement

The Parliament Square occupation was attended by two types of law erg@otcem
officers: poli@ constables (mostly in yellow higlsibility jackets, but some
without) and Police Liaison Team (PLT) officers (in blue jackets).additional
form of law enforcement included the local Heritagéarden of Westminster
Council. Police presence varied deykng on the plans that were made for the day.
Intelligence gathered throughout the occupation seemed to have a large ampact
how Occupy Democracglevents were policedhe presence was excessive on the
first day, where officers greatly outhnumbered dasimtors.Gradually throughout
the week the presence decreased, but backup was arranged at times whevashe
heightened tension between demonstrators and officers already on the scene.
Due to the role of the researcher acting as participant as svelbbserver,
there was immense difficulty in establishipgsitive rapport with police constables
throughout the occupation. Many were hesitant to provide opinions or comment on
specific policies, anthe generabttitude of demonstrators towards law enéonent
present during demonstratiopsovedso negative thamaintaininga goodrapport

with demonstrators far outweighed -tivespot communication with officers.
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Following the occupatigrhowever, there were numerous attempts to contact police
constables PLT officers and the local Heritage Wardeall of which were
continuously ignored or completely obstructed by local police station staff and
representatives of the Metropolitan Police Press Offitpart, this was due to legal
reasons as several arrekted taken place thoghout the occupation. On the other
hand, unrelatedattempts todiscuss general policies that were enforced during the
occupation were also ignored in the aftermadthis clear thatthereis an active
attempt on the paof the Metrgolitan Police to avoid providing any infoation
relating to the ways in which Occupy London demonstrations are policed.

Despite this, there have been several useful sources that have beed, locat
which have been made public due to a Freedom of Infoom&ct (FOI) request
thatshed some light on the tactics the Metropolitan Police utilise indttgimpting

to build rapport with demonstrators, and gathering intelligelucemg events.

Police Demonstrator Relationships

Communication between the demaastrs and the law enforcement officers &yg
depended on the situation at hand; when tensions atdheir peakthere was very
little communication on the part of the demonstratédfben events @re running at
ease,there was a higher level of commaaiion between demonstrators and the
police. However, the bridge of communication was tfet: PLT officers and the
legal observer.

PLT officers are trained by the Metropolitan Police, and are police dbesta
selected by their respective line managevsith the understanding that they can be
released for PLT duties when requirg@@atewatch UK, 2013a)They are then
provided a onalay training courséasting six hours, which covers a range of topics
such as communication and dialogue, crowd psycholgy dymanics, role of
PLT(, human rights, and tactical awareness. These are then put into fhaotigé
Oscenaribased workshopsO (Statewatch UK, 2013b). Followaiging, they are
deployed on several occasions annually to act as PLT officers diemngnstrations,
focusing primarily on effective communication with demonstrators, diffusing of
difficult situations when they arise, and gathering intelligence on the depiicga
of individual attendees. They act not as independent observers or contorsnicat

on behalf of the Metropolitan Police as rapgautiding law enforcement officers.
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As a resulbf their tactics of building rapport with demonstratdh&communication
between demonstrators and the PLT officers were of higher frequencywittan
regular police constable3here isa significancein the utilising of PLT officers
during Occupy demonstrations. Throughout the May occupation, there was only once
instance where law enforcement deployed the use of podiceed forsituations of
rioting, and this was the findlay during the AntiTory March.In effect, thetactical

use of PLT officers by th#letropolitan Policen order to gather intelligence from
Occupy London demonstratargicates that theview the movement with the sam
level of seriousness as loelgvel terrorism.On the other hand, theattempts to
restore peace wheensions were heightened among demonstrators and the police
were not successfulDemorstrators had been continousiyformed by the legal
observerthat they shouldvoid cooperating or cwersing with the PLT officers, as
their sole purpose i gather inthigence on the demographi@nd opinions of
demonstrators.

Legal observers for most activist demonstrations, such as the Occupy
movement, are provided by a gsesots organisation known as the Green & Black
Cross They are trained to act as independent observerssifagispecifically on
inappropriate policing, and Stop & Search law and procedure (Green & Black Cross,
n.d.).As such, they must ensufeat the note they are taking on policing tactics are
objective andhot swayed by either demonstrator or police blds legal observer
present during the Occupy Democracy occupation was, however, a member of the
Occupy movement and not an independeattsiderO the subgroup.As another
legal observer and adviser for the Occupy London movernvaithew,claimed the
legal observer during the May demonstratisi@snot a very good example of what
a legal observer should be. His claim is that &kes the role ofegal observer
merely asan attempt to avoid being the subject of arr&8683Interview) She has
had some training in legal observing but does not have enough experience in order to
fully undestand the nuances of the role, thus renddrgrga weak candate for the
role of legal observation for ¢hOccupy London movemertter relationship with
both police officers and PLT officers was tense, and her communicatibrbath
was minimal. At some points she would actively ignore law enforceménersf
addressing her so successfully that officers would turn around and wallk aw

without further questioning.
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In many cases the role of the legal obseslgits to the responsibility of an
independent witness in support of defendants who are arrested during
denonstrations. Theiobservations of the arrest and detainment of demonstrators
becomes crucial in aiding cases for releasing defendants arrested ussgivexc
policing measuresOn most occasions, the relationship between demonstrators and
police were sesred when the local Heritage Warden scolded demonstrators who
used megaphones, claiming that he is enfordgglaws relating toParliament
Square which outlawOnoise pollutionOrhese byelaws, passed by the Greater
London Authority (GLA) in 2012, prohibithe transmitting of amplified noise

without written permission (Greater London Authority, 2032
Arrests

Throughout the May occupatiornthiere was one attempt to erect a tent occupying a
particular area of Parliament Square; the area directly uratbrriee statue of
Gandhi(seeFigure. 8). This occurred on the™3day of the occupation {4May)

before Reclaim the Power began speaking on the topic of environmental Asues.
first glance, it was difficult to establish the details of titeation, bu it later became

clear that several demonstrators wsaeinside the tent peacefully meditating when a
large number of police constables surrounded the tent and created a barrier blocking
others from entering the spaseeFigure. 9). After several mintes of shouting and
heckling on the part of demonstratotise police began OevictingO those in the tent
by pulling them out by their arms and using presgaiats in order to cause pain.

was evident that the demonstrators were in immense pain a®dlhyscreamed
continuously when being handled by officers, shouting OtheyOre hurting me! TheyOre
hurting me!OThe scenesvere difficult to witness as an independent observer, let
alone a member of the Occupy London movement. A-tanging participant wit

Occupy spoke of the incident later:

Glow awful was that? You could literally hear your friends screaming
in pain becauseEwhy? They set up a tent? It was the smallest tent, |
mean | didnOt even see it until the cops surrounded it.

(10532 Interview)
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The legal observer was immediately at the scamking frantic notes of the arrest

with a pen and notepatinmediately,demonstrators as well as other members of the
public began shouting Oshame on you!O and pointing at the officers making the
arrests. Onenember of the public, a middbged female joining in the shouting was
asked how she felt about the policeOs actiegarding the tent evictiorShe

explained:

ONever in myfifty -three years could | have imagined that the our
national police service wadillever comeo a point where they arrest
poor young peopleEour future generation for something as stupid as
setting up a piece of plastic on a wire in a public spaceO

(10583 Interview)

This was a view that was expressed similarly by other members ptibitie. The
general view was that the policeOs actions wereonventional, unjust and
essentiallydisproportionate to the acts committed by the demonstrators who were
meditating in the tentThe policeOs response was minimal, they refused to provide
any @inion or information on this matter at the time of arritstvas clearthat their
response to #hsituation had become desperate. Some demonstrators lay on the floor
by the officersO feet holding on te tient, but this did not hinder them in ripping th
tent apart and, in the process, injurimgmonstratorsO hands and eventually
accidentally hitting a fellow colleague in the eye with the temeviavidently, the
situation was not in control and themregative attitudes to the situation were
heightenedy the publicOs disappointrhand accusations of injustice.

Despite this, one participant spoke of the benefits of the policeGs erati

behaviour at the scene:

OThe police are humanEand | know how humans think. So the events
of today were good, becauseetpolice were thinking Owhy are we
doing this? WhoOs telling us to do this? What are we doing? What are
they doing wrong?O. In one hand, theyOre arresting them because
theyOre being told to arrest them (even though they havenOt really
broken any laws). Oithe other hand, it is also feeding the Occupy
movementO

(10531 Interview)

This suggestion isery significantas it responds to the reasegibehind maintaining

a peaceful stance while conducting demonstratidibile participants are not
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showing aggreson, and are reaining peaceful in their actions, there is a high
likelihood that the officers involved in the arrests véllentually alter their own
points of view on the subject anshderstand the situation from the perspective of
those being arrestedVhen speaking of Ofeeding the Occupy movementO, the
participant referred to both the policeOs outlook on demonstrations as wedias m
attention that could potentially improvelgic relations of the movement.

The arrests of the meditatirdgmonstrata saw no attempt on the part of
PLT officers to negotiate with those being arresfidtere was immediate action on
the part of police constabl@s upholding the Parliament Square byelvgas by the
GLA. The second wavef arrests, however, illustrated afternative sequence of
events. On Day 6 of the occupation (Election Day), anegular demonstratpiX,
who was very clearly intoxicated had a verbal altercation with a polffwer after
he scoldedddam Ramsey for using a megaphone in Parliament 8gaaliowing
the altercationX approached the officeand casuallyflicked his hat off his head
while laughing Within a couple of secondthe officerOs facial expression changed,
he frowned deeply and push&dto the groundn a very overdramatic way The
legal observer, at this point, was abthe scene but ppached the group of officers
after their colleagu® actions sayingy@uOre ridiculous! Get off our squared®
mentioned previously, legal obser duties generally prohibit taking part ictigism
while acting as independent witness. In this case, the legal obpeitbis aside and
cautioned officers not to assault their demonstrafbings indicated that théegal
observerOwle as independewbserver was compromised by the need tpaed to
the actions of the police. She was also observed earlier on thatadégning
officers for not wearing their name badges hiding them beihd their chest
mounted radios.

Following the incident, PLT officers quickly entered the crowd speaking to
demonstrators about what had happened, and attempting to provide a logical
alternative viewpoint to the actions of the police officer in puskirtg the ground.
One of them said Owell you can understand why, you flicked his hat offEvioad
not tick yau off if you were him?0 Thieemed to ba ridiculouslyunjustified reason
in respondingvith violencetoward a demonstrator that was clearly very intoxicated.
When PLT officers retreated from the scene, they returned explaining thaditiee
would like to question Xon an alleged assault on a police offidemonstrators

very quicklysurrounded and begarsingingPeople Got The Powga token protest
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song byDaznezeleased in 2014. The PLT officeattempted every means possible
in convincing X to tun himself in to he police for questioning; fromddressing him
directly, to attempting to go through the legal observer gateketpspeaking to
friends who ignored their requedty singing louder. Eventually, X attempted to flee
the scene witha coupe of other demonstrators who were dressedaimcy-dress
animal jumpsuitsin total, there werdéve individuals running away from Parliament
Square towards Parliament tube statibime police very hastilgignalledfor backup

on their raibs and chasedftar the group4 police vans arrived at the scene with
over 40 officersurrounding thendividuals, an excessively high polidemonstrator
ratio. While running, one officer continuoustyddressed his colleagues with Obad
move guysEthis was a very bad meQindicating that their actions were excessive
andcould have been avoided without puldivarenesgseeFigure. 10).

Despite this, X and another demonstrator were arrested. It was unclear why
the demonstrator dressed in a pdlaar jumpsuitvas alscsubject to arrest as he had
had no involvement in the actions that precipitated the officers togtterquestion
X. This individualOs friendvho was severely autistichegan screaming and crying
OheOs doneEnothingEwrongithich sparked a huge amount aftention from
passersy who stopped to document the incident on their smartphdihespolice
seemed to take no notice of the individual who\gfig demonstrator, D, constantly
emphaised was severely autistic and expereinamgnsetrauma as a refiuwf the
incident.Evidently the police were not organisadd lost control of a situation that
could have easily been avoided if there were no attempts made to quhbstion t
intoxicated demonstrator for a seemingly minor incidBefpite this, both X anbis
friend dressed as a polbear were detained ardtiven aw® in a Metropolitan
Police van.

Both arrests made are currently stlvaiting trial, and evidence is being
gathered inan attempt to convicthe first group of demonstrators bfeaching a
byelaw relating to Parliament Square, and the second group for assaulting a police
officer. As there has been no direct contawth law enforcement officers at the
scene, it has not been possible to secure specific information about hevatite
occupatbn was policed in such an uncontrolled and eratic mammeechnicality,
the enforcement of the Parliament Square byelawst beginwith a requesfrom
the Heritage Warden of the areacease the act breaching a specific section of the

byelaw. The lega observer made this clear at the end of Day 6, wieesions
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between demonstias and the police were lower. Whilst addressing police
constables and PLT officer at the scene, stating that they wereslooimeand that
they should vacate the squango officers approached hetaiming that she was not

to use a megaphone. One of these officers was overtly documenting the camversat

on asmall camcordeiThe observer replied:

OYou have to follow due process. A Heritage Warden has to give me
friendly advce, and if | donOt do as I@nid they have to give me a
direction, and then if | donOt do as IOm told they have to ask for my
details to summon me to court. And thenEif | refuse to give my details
to summon me to court, they can ask you to arrest md, stilbwonOt

give you my details. But IOdpedate it if youOd follow due press

guys. Thanks.O

(Legal Observer)

This simple response illustrated the level of disorganisation on the ghe pblice
officers at the sene, who attempted on occastorenforce policies withow request
from the Heritage Warden of the ardde two officers responded by nodding their
heads and saying Ol know, | knowihough the byelaws in question apelicies
that must be legally adhered to, they can beraden by other forms of legislation.

As Matthew noted when asked about the Parliament Square byelaws:

M@yelaws are secondary legislation, created by local authorities and
open to challenges. The byelaws in this case relating to Parliament
Square have previolysbeen challenged and this challenge has failed.
The courts accepted the byelaws in a previous case, and deemed them
appropriate in maintaining order in the area®

(10533 Interview)

In relation to the enforcement of the Parliament Square byelaws oirstheet of
arrests at theccupationnamed#OccupyGandhithere was no attempt by police
constables, PLT officers or the Heritage Warden to politely regbestemoval of
the tent before it was surrounded by officers and the OevictionO processbegan.
removal was justified through, again, the byelaws relating to ParliamentSgade
official by the GLA in 2002Despite this, e law eforcement agencies responsible
for maintaining this byelaw did not follow the correct procedure of initial retiqae
remove the encampmenin an unsignedprevious document ofcorrespondence
between the GLA and the Mayor of Londagarding an incident in 2009, the GLA
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claimed that their Heritage Ward@s initiarequests by those caing at the time
were ignored (Greatr London Authority, 2009: 2)This document, as well as the
response by officer® the legal observer who explained the process of arrests when
there has been a breach of the Parliament Square byelaws, makas thatidaw

enforcement agenciese wel awae d the process they must follow.

Court Representation

As mentioned previously, the defendants in this case are still awaiahg
Occpy London demonstrators who are arrested are normally put in touchheith
Green & Black Cross, the orgaai®n that trains those wishing to act as legal
observers for demonstratioriBhe Green & Black Cross have links with LondonOs
best law firms for these sorts of casesl many of these law firms will support
protestors, often covered by legal aid or othsewpro bono. This is, however,
becoming increasingly difficult due governmentuts to legal aid budgets in recent
years.Occupy London demonstrators on trial have often requested for the attendance
of legal observers as independent witnesses in teénde. However, as Matthew
noted in his experienc@n most occasions cases have been discontinued due to
Ohaltime submissions® made by defence represenfa®33 Interview) which
argues that the prosecutionOs casigirisin evidence and not worthy be pursued
(Welsh, 2003137; Roberts & Zuckerman, 2010: 79; McPeake, 2015: 174; Gillespie,
2015: 449; Monaghan, 2014). 9n some instances, casarediscontinued due tthe
prosecution of the defendanteing deemednot to bein the public interestin a
previous caseelating to demonstrators arrested from the Occupgdon Stock
Exchangeoccupationsthe court found that the policeOs use of pressure points as a
first resort was unlawfudnd, hus, the case was discontinued.

In cases relating to ¢hOccupy London movement, courts are known to
follow guidelines issued in 2011 by the Director of Public Prosecutions (R&P)
Starmer QC relating to the prosecution of offences committed during publictprotes
These guidelines indicate that it is onythe public interest to arrest participants of
a protest if their actions are related to violence, or promotion of violen{G@ES,
2012) In the case ofOccupy London Stock Exchangethe actions of the
demonstratorsvere not of a violent nature. Sintilg, the May occupation below the

statue of Gandhsaw no acts committed by the Occupy Democracygsabp that
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could have been deemed as violenbfoa violencepromoting natureTherefore, it is
likely that this case will also follow previous trends@€cupy London cases, and be
discontinued on halfime submission grounds.

It is clear, therefore, that the relationship between Occupy London
demonstrators and the police have been rotkythis casethere are two issues;
firstly, the legal observer deenot always act as a fully independent witness to
communication between demonstrators and the pobecel secondlythe R.T
officersO attempts to diffuse heightened tensions are ineffective theedolidarity
of demonstrators in ignoringw enforcemen This is contributed to, in part, by the
legal observerOs negative attitude towards PLT officers and her continuous
announcements to demonstrators requesting for them not to comraumittathem.
Since the bridge of communication between the police @oclpy Democracy is
weakand faulty,it is hardly surprising that there have beenanets where police
have reacted usy excessive force and bypassing regulations in order to arrest
demonstrators. Neverthelessedk are issues that have always exidtgthg public
demonstrationsalso reinforcing issues relating to new social movemeaunt the
stricly peaceful stance of participarm$ Occupy London may work towards their

advantage imllowing officers to quesn their actions more widely.

3.5. Souseillance & New Media

While the legal observer was using a notepad and pen to document demenstrator
police communication, other participants in the May occupations made useodls

forms of technologyacting asboth resistance techniques, and for peasoecord
keeping.The use of technology for emts was limited, the movemestéack of
financial capability and resources only allows dertain technologies to be utilised.

The Occupy London movement has been ablagenew media technology in order

to keep all participants and OorganisersO updated of meetings and developments.
They make use of livetreamingwebsites such as Bambuser, social networking site

Facebook and videstreaming site YouTube to network their occupations glpbal
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Live-Streaning & Uploading

The Occupy London movement is networked successfully using new media
technology Networking is key in Occupy LondonOs presence. It is a method through
which they are able to maintain contact with other participants, Oorg@niseds
membes of the public sympathetic to their cauds.other contemporary new social
movementsijts use of network globalisation proves vital in allowing all individuals
involved (and also those who are not yet aware) toamenup to date with
developments.This is done through two channels: lg&reaming and social
networking.Most members of Occupy London use social networking websites such
as Facebook and Twitter in order to communicate with one another. The importance
of social networking in the advancemeifitaomovement such as Occupy cannot be
understated. Castells emphasised that the Occupy Wall Street mowease®born
digital® creating an online network that allowed members to mobilise ircghysi
form (Castells, 2015). In the same way, the Occupy Londomement networks
through social networking site pages attributed to theirgsabps, as well as
through the sharing and contributing to other similar activist pages such as
Anonymous UK. One noregular Occupy demonstrator mentioned that his
involvementin the movement began from reading shared links between Occupy and
Anonymous UK pages on Facebook (10530 Interview). Similarly, another less active

Occupy demonstrator spoke of her links with the Ocesgmcific Twitter pages:

OI1tOs easyEmovements wittnigar views tend to retweet each otherOs

tweets and so you can gather so much information on whatOs going on
without even realising. If | canOt attend something thatOs organised, |
just jump onto Bambuser and see whatOs happened and where we are.O

(10938Interview)

As wdl as specifying that the ways in which demonstrators communicateowéh
anotheris made simple and easy by the availability of new metia participant
mentioned using the online listreaming website Bambuser in ordekézp up to
date with eventsBambuser i live-streaming website, bdifferent to many other
of its kind as it filters broadcasts on its site down to location and type ofedesed

for broadcastingBambuser, n.d.)t is a popular livestreaming site used lactivist
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organisations and movement, aacknown for its usefulness of Oplacing technology
in a social context{Ehn et al., 2014). The use of the website as a source for
watching livestream broadcasts is known by most members of Occupy London.
Only a fav demonstratoraselive-streamingduring events and occupations long-

running participanin OccupyLondonmentioned:

Qvell, a lot of people want to be here and cas®t least they get
encouragedby seeing that 110 of us dichev up and did get it
togetherEthe importance is that we get the information out there, and
that people keep getting the same message consistently so that
hopefully they, themselves, will get down here and help us to do it.
ThatOs a key thing.O

(10532 Interview)

This indicates that livestreaming is used for two distinctive reasons; firstly, in order
to allow those unable to physically attend a sense of mental presehsel@arity,
and secondlyto continuously spread the same message to those using new media
chamels in gestion.Four other regular participants also claimed that when they are
not able to physically attend demonstrations, they maintain their solidamiygh
watching livestreaming broadcasts of events on Bambuser (10583; 10893; 10460;
10938 Interviews).

Most demonsttors interiewed, however, document occupations via their
smartphones and upload them social networking and videsireaming sites once
they areat home.A demonstrator observed to bsing his smartphone excessively

throughout the occupaitis mentioned:

OYeah some people here dteam on Bambuser or something.
Personally, | donOt have the time or the energy to sit there for hours
constantly recording whatOs going lowanna experience it for myself

| normally record stuff or take piastesthat can incriminate the police,
stuff that will ruffle some feathers the mediaO

(10730 Interview)

Indeed, the act of livetreaming requires a great deal of time and effort in order to
continuouslyprocesshe eventof the night. Unless the mementOs resources allow
for tripods or professional recording equipmehgre are few grticipants that would
use their own timeduring occupations ttive-stream without pause. Many of the

video and photographidootage captured during demonstrations egppon the
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Occupy movemens@ocial networking site pagekhe significance of this ithat the
footage ismore accessible by general members of the ptitidin they would be if
they appeared on triéidnal media platforms. In this way, bothideos and
photograpls can be downloaded, stored and shared in many different ways, rgnderin
it almost impossible to loseThis actis most commonly known as Ocitizen
journalism@where regular citizens are able to act as amateirnalists, but where
their footage bcomes evermore powerful and reliable than that produced by
professional media organisatiofdllan & Thorsen, 2009) Where this footage
ultimately ends up, ohow it is ugd by others, is another issue. The -negular
demonstrator, also a member of Agormous UK, mentioned that he sends his
footage to mainstream medbrganisations, who do nothing with thrdormation
(10530 Interview) He, along with many others questioned about this tdpio)y
believe thatsocial mediaand videestreaming sites sucas YouTube ar¢éhe best
platform to share footagef occupations, as they generate viewing from the widest
possible audience

However, the catering of YouTube videos to particular demographics is an
issue that can be explored in further research styskelsaps in the form of a content

analysis of the analytics availalitethe OuploaderO of the videos.

Surveillance vs Sousveillance

Law enforcement use of surveillance techniquasfairly overt throughout the May
occupation.Police cmstables made us# bodycams,technology issued in recent
years in order to Oimprove public scrutiny® of officers carrying out their(d@ages
Guardian, 2015) police camcorders and PLT officer§hese overt forms of
surveillance intend todocument interaction betweempolice officers and
demonstrators The use of bodgams however, during demamstrations is
problematic. Firstly, it is unclear which information is used, where stased and
how it will be used in the futureAs the Metropolitan Police have been
uncoopeative in providing information or commentirmn specific issues relating to
the policing of the May occupation, it has been difficult to establisketliacts.
Perhaps this is an issue that can be explored in further research into this topic.
Police sureillance throughout the May occupations was used for a number of

potential reasons; as a method of deterring demonstrators from committiaig cert
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acts, as a method aftimidation and pressure, as a means of collecting intelligence
of the demographic malkip of those attending, and as a means of collecting evidence
used againgddemonstrators during trialslowever, the use of police bodams as an
overt form of surveillance potentially poses a threat to demonstrator rights to
privacy. As there is no inforation on how thisfootage will be used or what
intelligence the Metropolitan Police gathers on demonstraibrstjll remains a
possibility thatthe intelligence gatheredould be used as a method odntrolling

and policingfuture OccupydemonstrationsSeveral demonstrators have expressed

their views on this issue, including Matthew:

OThere are not only practical concerns whereby officers may cover or
misalign their cams at particular points that may be of use to a court,
but there are concerns abouthttis footage is used. When there is not

a case to bring to court, the footage of the boaiys could potentially

be processed using the Metropolitan PoliceOs facial recognition software
in order to collect information on those who attend protests onsa ma
scale. There is no evidence that this is the case, but it remains a
possibility O

(10533 Interview)

Other demonstrators questethregarding this issue alsspoke of theirdiscontent
with police surveillance techniques, and that tivesee an invasioof privacy due to
the lack of consent provided for officers to documrhonstrations in such a way.
The bodycams were utilised by several officers throughout the occupation, not only
throughout trivial events and speeches, but also dwornfrontatios. On one
occasion, while police constables were attemptingddress X in order to question
him regarding the alleged assauwlbhe m@rticipant using his smartphot@ document
the situation told the officer that he was filming. The officgslied @onOworry, |
do have my camera running as well, so itOs, @idthe legal observer responded
with Ol donOt give a shit about your cameraO. It was clear at this pthietlibdy
cam was being used in order to counter the cowsutereillance (sousveillange
technique employed by the participant using his smartphone to document the event.
This was used as a method of almost arrogant intimidation, a way of sngges
Omine is bigger than youss@mine has more power than yoursO.

In addition to bodycams,the police (as mentioned previously) made use of
camcorders to document certain events, like that of the legal observer using a

megaphone during the demonstration to address officers on the legal processes
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surrounding breaching of the Parliament Square aw®l During the
#OccupyGandhi OevictionsO,palice constable was observed standing directly
underneath the statue Gfandhi, on a step, filming therocess.These camcorders

were used on numerous occasions throughout the May occupation, and at one point
were clearly used as a eans of psychological intimidation, which proved to be
unsuccessfulDuring the OFree the WeedO march on DaplRe constables were
observed simulating hiding behind a pillar near the EmbankrRet with a
camcorder recording demstrators as they marched pdstmediately, it seemed

that this tactic was intended to githe impression of coxesurveillance due to the
complete visibility of the officer behind the pillaDespite this, demonstrators
seemed to be familiar with thiactic as one shouted OitOs an intimidation tactic, donOt
show them youOre intimidatedEthatOs what they want!O Another participant replied
Onah theyOre just taping the demographics, theyOre getting information about
everyone, so they know who theyOreidgalithOIn either scerdo, it is evident

that the police attempted tse surveillance technology in this way in order to spark
some form of reaction from demonstrators, whether this be conversatiateaea

change in their behaviouin line with the sousveillance literature of Mann &
Ferenbock (2013), law enforcement use of overt surveillance technology is a clear
demonstration of power status by a group situated higher on the power incline.

The third form of surveillance utilised by law enforearh was through the
deployment of the PLT officers. Although not technologaraintended as a tactic of
intimidation, the officers were used agam of intelligence collection and evidence
gathering.Merely the involvement of PLT officens recent yees as a method of
intelligence gathering indicates that police strategies eheground surveillance
are slowly failing, and although the officeadso act aspeaceful communicators
during difficult situations, this seems like a desperate atteompthe part of the
Metropolitan Police to understand insidietails of Occupy demonstratokowever,
this will prove difficult as the movemestétructurelessnesand decentraligition
ensures that it is impossible predict in advancthe demographics &t will attend
each occupation. Nevertheless, the surveillance utilised by the Metrogediiae
was continuously countered by demonstrations throughout the May occupations.

A significant practical disadvantage of the policeOs use of bothchouy
and camcaders is that there is a need to preserve the technology successfully

throughout conflicts to ensure ththe data is not lost before it can be transferred and
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used. In contrast, the demonstrator use of smartphones in documenting law
enforcemenis much moe secure andeliable. As mentioned in thielethodology
chapter, asignificant advantage in the use ofnartphone technology botfor
observatiomotesandinterviewingaudio recordings thatthere is security and ease

of backup transfefThis ensures thaf smartphones areonfiscated by officers, there

will always be virtual backup of the footageecorded.In this sense, although
demonstrators are amlower positionon the power status inclin¢heir prospects of
preserving more secure and reliable rees br defence in court are higher.
Furthermore, it seemed as though the relationship betwsaueillance and
sousveillancaduring the May occupations reflected the findings of ShawOs research
on the Occupy Sydney demonstratiolmsa sense, the techogical conflict between
demonstrators and law enforcement imitated a dance of caméraspoints where
camcorders were utilised by the police, the demonstrators hastily took aut thei
smartphones in ost o counter the surveillance.

The use of smartpnes as a method of sousveillance proved to, at times,
damagehe relationship between demonstrators and police. During several incidents,
police constables asked not to bengld while they were addressing demonstrators
regarding breaching of the Parliant Square byelaw3hese requestsere ignored
by demonstratoras they continued recording polidemonstrator communication.
Where incidents were more than trivialjch astiose on Day 7 (An{Tory March)
where the police practically instigated a rahong demonstrators outside the gates
of Downing Streetthere was little attention paid to those who were documenting
footage. Countersurveillance techniquesiot only went unnotied, but law
enforcement reinforced their power by violently pushing awayember of the Press
who was documenting their arrests of innocent demonstrators merely standing
nearby the riotingHowever, since the march of that day involved many different
activist movementsnot just Occupy London, it is difficult to e&lish whethe any
incidents of violence can be linked directly to Occupy participants

Similar to the bridge of communication on the law enforcement side, the PL
officers, on the otheend of the OwatchingO spectrum is the legal obsmtieg as
the nontechnologtal form of sousveillancdor the Occupy London members.
Although the legal observefor the May occupationsvas supposed to act as
independent witness, it was clear that her involvement in activismtiat Occupy

London movement hindered her abilitiesaitt as an effective objectivedividual.
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In this sense, her shortcomings an independent witnegsoved useful for ta
Occupy Democracy sufproup in their own gathering of intelligence of law
enforcement officersThe information she gathers on polmanstablesPLT officers
and the Heritage Warden can prove invaluabléffermovementOs future planning of

similar occupations

Legal Observatioms Sousveillance

As theuse of traditional documenting methods of notepad and pdpeleascritiqued

as anunreliable method gbarticipantobservation in théethodology chapterit is
worth noting that its use for legal observing is just as unrelidlble.fact that this
was the prime methofibr the legal observer idocumenting arrest procedures and
law enfacementleads one to questiothe reliability of the informatiorthat is
availablein the case of actings independent witnggor the defence of arresteds.

is inconceivable thahosewith such littlepracticaltraining as theprovided for legal
obseversby the Green & Black Crosould successfully note all nuances relating to
arrest procedures and verbatim communication between law enforcement officers
arnd demonstratorsThus, new media technology camsure that all nuancesf
observatiorare note reliably and can befficiently presented as dependabtaurce

in the defence of those arrestedatthew, legal observer and adstisfor Occupy
London, spokeof technological advancement of the movement in terms of legal
observation techniques. Currgntthe movement is trialling a new smartphone app
known as SelEvidence, a piece of technology tlaibws the user to audiecord
using their smartphones while taking partdemonstrations, wtih acts as a more
effective techniquedr sousveillance. T app had proven to be successful in a
previous Occupy London demonstratisnMarch 2015 An incidenthad occurred
with a particular police officer whwas using excessive force in order to disperse
demonstrators. Abne particular pointduring the demonation, ademonstrator
struck the officer in selflefene after being knocked to the ground. The officer
claimed this to be an assaulithout mentionng that it was as a result of his own
excessive use of force. A combination of both photographs anduthe time
stamped footage (which was later transcritm@portedhe fact that the officer had
been abusing his powers throughout the entire protest, and the incident of thie assaul

was not an isolated onés a result of the footage becoming availableiry the
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trial, the officer in question, known as Constable Pickering, dississed from the
Metropolitan Police for his actions.

The audio footage thas taken using this app and transcribed, accompanied
by photographs and/or alternative video footage proverevolutionary in the
defence of Occupy arrestees during their court proceedings. Due to the increased us
of the app andgmartphone# general, it ipotentiallybecoming nore difficult for
the police to abuse their pews, thus increasing theemhonstratorsO power of
resstance against law enforcemeis research has foundpotage capturedof
police brutality and excessive policing tacttbsoughcountersurveillancemethods
and subsequentlyshared online ypdemonstrators could prove useifulresistancing
authority (Bradshaw, 2013; Shaw, 2013; Wilson & Serisier, 2010; Milberry, 2013;
McLaughlin, 2012 Petrosian, 20104 Therefore the use of technologgs a form of
legal observation is not only necessary but cru€al.several occasiorfsllowing
incidents with law enforcement, the Occupy emacy legal observer was heard
askingindividuals for any footage theyay have that they could providAs the
legal observer has not yet been calledact as a witness to the defence of those
arrestedduring the occupation, it is not yet clear how this footage was used.
However, the use of this footage, as well as the -efteess accounts of an
independent withessould prove to be an essential asset to the Occupy movement if
this were employed succéslty. Not only this, the combination of creptatform
new media technology as a method of legal observation ensures security and
protection fromconfiscation of the footage by law enforcement agents.

In addition,the Occupy London movemeist currently gekinglegal advice
on Litigation Privlege, where to use footage and documents seized by police as
evidence can potentially be used for the purposes of litigdtidhis case, however,
further steps must be taken until this technology can be usedlgairenforcement
agents legally without interference or tamperioigthe evidence. If this proves
successful, thethe informatim seized by the police could become legally available
in the defence of demonstrators arrested during occupakiomgever, his assumes
that the information seized is insecure and not copies of the informadism I€
technological advancement allovisr the combination of legal observation and
digital recording, therthe issue of police confiscation for the purposes of exiee

would be less complex due to the secure nature of digital tegjynolo
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Technological Advancement

Technology is a key aspect in themovementOsechniqies of resisting law
enforcementwhen abuses of power or authority are evidéhie Occupy London
movement is not onlyadvancing intechnology utilised for the purposed o
sousveillance, but also in ways that allow for further legal challegt® tpolicing
of the movementA recent Sky Newsnvestigation uncovered the presence of
counterfeitmobile plone towers situated around the countwhich essentially track
the International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) numbers of innocent individualsO
mobile phones andollect their datgSky News, 2015)These revelations suggest
that governments are estially engaging in a course of conduct that could be
referred to as OspyingO on regular citizeitisout criminal justification. Occupy
London has embraced the findings of this investigation legdl observerand
adviser,Matthew is seting out to provethat law enforcement agencies are also
transporting these devicesing vans driven into areas where demonstratiake
place.Indeed, Privacy International found one of these devigside St PaulOs
Cathedral in 2011, and another was found severalhmdateroutside the Ministry
of Defence.Undoubtedly, theseso-called Gtingray<D have important roles in
interfering with terrorist activities. However, a big concern here is ligapolice are
increasinglyconsideringdirect action protestg as a fom of mild terrorism, an issue
that must be successfully overcome if the Occupy movement is to floamigh
develop. In order to tackle thisthe movements in the process ofrdering a
telephone device fromraundisclosedecurity company that will assist analysing
airwaves agdlemonstrations take plac&he trackerwill then have the abilityo
identify theproximity of the stingraydo the area in question. It will not necessarily
be clear whether the protests themselves are being targetedg\baatmonetheless
be usefulin order to challenge inadvertecapturingand storing of demonstratorsO
phones and phone datdeadng to more serious questionsn how Occupy
demonstrations are policeBurther studies in relation to this could explore how this
technology is eventually used in order to increase Occupy LondonOs power of
resistancegainst excessive surveillance attempts.

As technology continuously advancése Occupy London movement seems
to be drifting away from their traditional roots m@sisance to the current system, to

working within the legal systenm order to challenge policies and procestuthat
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they find to be unjust. Howevet,is clear that as the situation stanksré is still a

long and difficult pathuntil an equal playing fiel betweenthe law enforcement
surveillance and demonstrator sousveillancean be established. As Mang
Ferenbok illustrated, thdistance between the OguardO and OprisonerO will always
remain as a power status incline, where neither can take the rdie ofhter, but

each can simultaneously challenge the other through the use of sousveillance

techniques.
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4. Conclusions

It is clearthat Occupy London has developsihce its birthfrom Occupy London
Stock Exchangeand Occupy St PaulQ$oth in terms of is networking and
technological advancemerithis study focused on the Occupgndon subgroup
Occupy DemocracyOs occupation in Parliament Square in May 2015, using
participantasobserver ethnographic participant observatemd semistructured
interviewing, in order to explore the research questions emerging from the review of
literature into OnewO social movements and OcdingyMaydemonstrations have
been vital inrevealing the transformation ofthe Occupy movement from a
contempaoary social movemenbtusing on global economic issuesotte centring
on more localised politicatoncerns A combination of the movementOs desire for
freedom and symbolic change, ahdir utilisation of network globalisation in order
to create and maintain communicationhwdine another and the publiejnforces the
movementOs placement within the realm of Oseei@l movementsSimilarly, the
left-wing and liberal political standpoint of manyof the Occupy Democracy
participantsconnects Occupy London withuch of the resarch conducted on other
OnewO social movements throughout th@sl8Ad70s, whichwere associted with
values of liberalism.

The demographic makeup of the Londmased movementhowever,has
very much shifted from the dominant presence of white, middks and
intellectually advanced individuals emphasised in previous research on nel soci
movements and Occupy, to a fairly even mixture of midthes and workinglass
individuals, and those from BME backgrounds. However, there is still a consistent
over-representation of white men, and an undgmresentation of those with
disabilities. It has been noted, and will be reinforced in the concluding caisimie
this study, that the reasons for this are the movementOs vaktasctfrelessness
and leaderkessnesswhich render it almost impossible for OorganisersO to cater for
increased representation of one group of people at occupations, and limit those who
are ovefrepresented. In order to improve this, however, it was suggested that the
information prowded and circulated in public be worded in a way that cater for both

those with disabilities and those from BME backgrounds. The adoption of these
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suggestions is crucial for the Occupy London movement if they wish to remain
representative of the 099%0.

The Occupy London movement reinfoscthe general Occupy values of
structurelessnesdeaderlessnesand decentralisationgreatly. Structurelessness i
the primary aspect of the movementOs continued sense of uniquenefise and
combination of making spontameas decisionshroughout the occupaticaandlack of
identification of participants with particular roles, strengthened the ndtiainthe
movement is highly unstructured. This is not to say that the movement was
unorganised or disorganised. Quite the @yt there was a large amount of
organisation required for the occupations to run in the ways that theyrdich
social networking, to the invitation afpeakers, livstreaming and the use of
sousveillance techniques in resisting law enforcentkatewas organisation of all
aspects of the occupation that contributed tsnt®oth operation throughout May.
Participants who contributed in the administration of the events, however, did not
refer to themselves as Oorganisarsfivere hesitant in embracirany title that may
have compromised the values of leaderlessness of the movéwentthenotion of
organisingan occupation in the name of a syioy of a Ukbased @cupy
movement strengthened OccupyOs own valudeoéntralisation; thémportance
remaning that any hindering of a sufgroup in their activities or events would not
harm or affect the movement as a wholajowing for participants to continue
challenging thepolitical system as it stands.

However, he subgroup has been unable to cleadigtinguish between the
almost complete system overhaul they proposed initially through Occupy Wall
Street, and their embracing of the current pdalitiosrocess in order to maintain the
movementOs standpoifiheir association with the Green Party, andtation of a
Green Party activist as a speaker at the May occupations, is questidhabl
demonstrates the contradiction between what their overall principlestoldiey and
what they display in action throughout demonstrations. Association with amegxis
political party indicates that there is hope among the movement that the current
political systemmay able to providethe alternative that may be beneficial tioe
099%C(This being the cas¢hen the potentialf the movement to remain unique and
different to other social movements is littkes theycould simply be considered a
political movement that will compromiseffortlesslywith a party reinforcing their

padlitical views. This is an issue that shoulde investigated further through,
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potentially, interviewing those who are activists in the Green Party of England and
Wales. In doing so, one could uncover relationships that reaggest that the
Occupy movement@gneralpolitical seince is no longer shaped around a defsir
revolutionary change,ut has weakened substantially by the growing presence of a
political party that may urfbicially support its ideology.

The relationship between Occupy Democracy participants and OorganisersO
with law enforcement officers was sour throughout the May od¢mnsaThere was
little effort in the buildingeffectivecommunication on the part of the members of the
subgroup, primarilydue torepeated instructions by their bridge of communication;
the legal observerAs the role of the legal observer is to actaasindependent
witness, and not take part in activism whitetheir role it is clear that the legal
observer for the Occupy Democracy subup was notepresentative of the Green
& Black Crosstrainingregulations. Similarly, interviews with another &@bserver
and adviser for the Occupy London group, Matthew, rendered her an inexperienced
and ineffective independent observer. Thug] there been less involvement by the
legal observer in thgeneraldecisionmaking ofparticipants in the movemernhere
would have been more effective communication between demonstrators and PLT
officers wishing to relieve tensions when they ardseseeking to maintain an
oblivious attitude towards law enforcemgtite legal observearontinuously hindered
the bridge & communicationbetween demonstrators and the policethe case of
policing, the Mayoccupation saw law enforcementOs continuous attéonetsorce
Parliament Square byelaws introduced in 2011 without following the correct
procedurs of request from thdéderitage WardenOn several occasions, the police
used excessive force in order émforce these byelaws, such pressure points
during the OevictionO of the meditating demonstratmisg #OccupyGandhi and
the arresiof two individualsfor a seltdefersive assaultThese arrestharmedthe
relationship further between demonstrators and ldareement, leading to eventual
chaos during thénti-Tory marchbBthough very little of this can be ascrib&dthe
Occupy London movement.

In countering excessive police arrest tactics and rheds of overt
surveillance, demonstrators often used the legal observer as-techowological
method of sousveillance along with smartphone technology used to capture police
behaviourln combination, bottapproaches to datallection can be fairly effective

in the defence of those arrested during Occupyaiestrations, though in reality it is

76



argued thathe legal observerOs use of notepad and pendsimat as a form of data
collection. Inded, in line with thecomments pvided in theMethodology section

of this study, it is much more efficient and secureetmord observational data using
digital technologylIn relation to technological conflicthére was clear reinforcement
of ShawOfindings from hisstudy of Occupy $dneyandthe Odance of camerasO
between law enforcementOs use of surveillance (through PLT officers¢amsy
and police camcorders) and demonstratorsO use of sousveillance (theolegjal
observer, andsmartphones)Despite the fact that the policeften used their
surveillance techniques as methods of intimidation, such as during the tidree
WeedO march or the attempts at questioning X for the alleged ashault, t
relationship between police and demonstrators remained unchafigedact of
sousveilance itself at times soured the relationship between demonstratoteeand
police, but for the most part, did not havespecific positive or negativeffect on
palice-demonstrator relationship$his is not to say that effecbf sousveillance on
the kehaviour of the policarenon-existent, but rathethat there was little change in
behaviour on the part of law enforcemasta result of demonstrators uscwinter
surveillance techniques.

The Occupy London movemenbt only usesnethods of social nebrking
andlive-streaming in order to maintain its continuous presence ais@trialling a
piece of technology used during legal observatidhis timestamped audio
recording technologyan be revolutionary in combining the physical act of legal
obsevation with technadgical methods of sousveillance, thssengthening the
overall account of events during which demonstrators are abused by police officers,
or unjustly arrestedts use will alter the methods t&gal observing from traditional
use ofnotepadand pen to the use of technology made possible through new media
and crosgplatform synergy, where data remains secure and protected from
confiscation by the policeln the current social landscape, where technological
advancement is at its peake movementlability to remainup to datewith these
developmentscontributesto their powes (as theactors in Mann & FerenbokOs
sousveillancgpower statusncline) in holding law enforcement into account for acts
of injustice, thus maintainingnd stregtheningtheir continuedpresenceln addition,
sustainedattemptsin proving unjust and excessive surveillance techniques aimed at
capturing mobile phone data ebcial movement participants keing intensified

through the acquiring of intelligence equigent. If the equipmet successfully
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identifies theclose proximityof police stingrayscapturing IMSI datdrom activists
within London, then the Occupy London movement will be at a significant
advantage in its ability tpotentially alterpolicies on polting and surveillance of

contemporary social movements

4.1.Future Recommendations

In further studies relating to the Occupy London mosetnit may prove useful to
combine the methodologies used in this study with a fofnonline discourse
analysis ofhetworking practicesThis includes social networkinflye-streaming and

the appearance of footage captured as cosnt@eillance.ln doing so, one could
delve further intohow Occupy London cater for particular demographics through
social networkingiges such as Facebook and Twitter, how their use of these sites are
promotedhow they are reeived and what comments are available by other users of
the site who may not necessarily be familiar with the movement andirits.
Similarly, the availability 6 sousveillance footage on usgenerated content sites
such as videstreaming website YouTube could shed light into the types of debates
sparked as a result of this footalgecoming available. Linking to sties around
citizen journalism and video actsrm more generally, this footage can be analysed in
terms of its views, comments and efforts to target particular demographics
network with mainstream media organisations.

If additional studies are to be conducted using ethnographic participant
observabn of the Occupy London movement, it may be worthwtalepend a more
excessivelength of time on the field, taking into considering numerous different
demonstrations and occupations organised within Lon@ba.Occupy Democracy
occupation angked in tls study was more or less representative of different classes
and ethnic backgrounds, but this should be continuously studied and noted, linking
demographicso the themes of the dayiddourseanalysis of the print texi{$eaflets,
cards, brochurespay pove useful inestablishing whether there haveehechanges
in order to cater for both those with disabilities and those from BME backgrounds.

Additionally, due to thavays in vhich the Occupy London movementOs new
media practices are advancing, therd wndoubtedly be revelations of attempted
resistance against policing practices of contemporary social movemergsnmai

provide useful for future research, where eomtanalysis of legislation and
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interviews with law enforcement who were uncooperaitivehis study mayurther
information relating tothe policing of Occupy, and the successes/failures of PLT
officer deployment.In doing so, it may be useful toonductperhaps structured
interviews with law enfacement officers, making use of photo eltibn techniques

relating to specific points throughout demonstrations.
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5. Appendix

Figure 1a: Participant Information Sheet {page)
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Figure 1b: Participant Information Sheet 2page)
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Figure 2: Participant Consent Form
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Figure 3: Demonstrator with Palestinian solidarity scarf watches police scuffle
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Figure 4: Peace flag behind the Occupy Democracy banner

Figure 5. Anti-TTIP eaker addresses the crowd
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Figure 6: Demonstrators sing along to "Fuck Off Back to Eton" behind Occupy
Democracy banner

Figure 7: "Free the Weed" activist posing with a bag full of cannabis
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Figure 8: Tent is erected underneath statue of Gandhi

Figure 9: Police surround the tent as demonstrators sit on the ground
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Figure 10: Police chase after X towards Parliament tube station
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