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Thesis Abstract 

The Litlyngton Missal, Westminster Abbey Library MS 37, is a lavishly illuminated English service 

book commissioned by Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton 1383-4 and donated to his Benedictine 

monastery at Westminster. This thesis examines the life of this medieval ecclesiastical patron and 

investigates how his missal is an expression not simply of a desire to be commemorated, but is 

ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴography, both text and image are contextually examined in 

ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΦ  

This study scrutinizeǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 

reflected through the missal, most especially through the inclusion of coronation orders and royal 

exequies. Considering the rubrics and illuminations of these ceremonies through the lens of 

Westminster Abbey and its abbot elucidates their authorship and clarifies why, atypically, they 

were included in a service book of this kind. 

!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

understanding ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙŀǎ been obtained to date and shows that there is 

an overarching aesthetic cohesion to the book.  The thesis offers a critical reappraisal of the 

ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōtlety. The thesis 

considers what images occur, where, and how they relate to the text. The findings regarding the 

imagery are contextualised by comparison with illumination schemes of other English missals of 

fourteenth and fifteenth century missals and service books. 

The thesis discussion begins with a biographical study of Nicholas Litlyngton in chapter one, 

providing a clear context to the man who commissioned the missal. Chapter two considers 

Litlyngton specifically in his role as patron of the missal. The focus of chapter three is the 

production of the missal, focusing on its scribe, the illuminators, and their style. Discussion of the 

contested matter of number of artists and attribution of work also occurs in this chapter. Chapter 

four scrutinises the text and images connected to the royal ceremonies and examines the 

ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ 

iconographic programme through a comparative study of other English missals, and interprets the 

ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

examines messages contained in the images and reflects on their significance and purpose.  
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Introduction  

The Litlyngton Missal, created 1383-1384 under the patronage of Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton for the 

Benedictine House of Westminster Abbey, is a lavishly decorated large English service book from 

the later Middle Ages containing an important, and in some respects, unique, complement of 

textsΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ ŀƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ effects of the 

Reformation. As missals contain the text used in Catholic masses throughout the year,1 they were 

particularly targeted for destruction as a part of the Protestant regimeΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

new liturgy. Recorded as being in the vestry at Westminster Abbey in 1388,2 and then later named 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мрпл ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǎǎŜ .ƻƻƪŜ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ 

LyǘƭȅƴǘƻƴΩǎ3 ƎȅŦŦǘŜΩ ƛǎ ǎǘƛll housed in the abbey today as Westminster Abbey Library MS 37. 4 It 

appears to have remained in safety there throughout the dangerous periods of both the 

Reformation and Commonwealth. 

Originally bound in a single volume, and later rebound in two volumes under Dean Vincent in 

1806,5 the missal is an imposing book. Containing 341 folios and measuring 525mm by 360mm, it 

is one of the largest English medieval ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΤ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

size is one of its best known features. There are three other matters for which it is renowned. 

Firstly, there is a remarkable set of accounts which gives details of the various costs of the 

production of the missal such as payment for parchment, embroidery, and bosses for the original 

cover, and the monies paid for scribal work and illumination. These accounts, as well as providing 

valuable information regarding production costs, are also the source from which it is possible to 

ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜΦ6 Secondly, the book contains royal liturgical texts: a coronation 

order jointly for a king and his queen, another for a queen alone, and funeral directions on the 

death of a king. Thirdly, and probably most famously, the Litlyngton Missal contains a full page 

Italianate Crucifixion opposite the Canon of the Mass (fol. 157*v).7  Besides the Crucifixion page, 

the Litlyngton Missal is richly illuminated with sixty-one inhabited and historiated initials, three 

column-wide miniatures, and hundreds of decorated borders. 

                                                           
1
 Missals differ in constituent parts but generally contain three main sections: the Temporale (with feasts for 

the liturgical year), the Mass, and a Sanctorale (yearly cycle of feasts for the saints). See Appendix A for a 

codicological description of the Litlyngton Missal and its sections. 
2
 CCA MS A.10 (Westminster Abbey Vestry Inventory 1388), Tercia pars, cŀǇΦǾƛƛƧΥ Ψ¦ƴǳƳ ōƻƴǳƳ ƳƛǎǎŀƭŜ Ŝǘ 
ƎǊŀƴŘŜ ŜȄ Řƻƴƻ ǉǳƻƴŘŀƳ bƛŎƘƻƭŀƛ [ȅǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀōōŀǘƛǎΩΦ 
3
 Spelling variations include: Litlington, Litlynton, Lytlington and Lytlyngton. 

4
 9Φ /Φ ²ŀƭŎƻǘǘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ Transactions of the London and 

Middlesex Archaeological Society, 4 (London, 1875), pp. 313-364.  
5
 N. Ker, Medieval Manuscripts in British Libraries, I (Oxford, 1969), p. 411. 

6
 WAM нпнсрϝ ό!ōōƻǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭΣ 1383-4). See 3.1.1 for transcription, translation, and discussion. 

7
 The asterisk is part of the folio number and indicates that this is the first folio of the second volume.  
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The Litlyngton Missal has long been acknowledged as a canonical work of both English medieval 

manuscript illumination and liturgical text, and some aspects of the book and its history are widely 

known, yet many facets of its content and history have received little attention. 

The Litlyngton Missal has appeared in numerous studies of medieval art and has acted as a 

frequent point of reference in works on the liturgy and coronation order. However, it has been the 

subject of surprisingly little detailed study regarding its programme of illumination, the 

iconographic significance of which has hardly been considered beyond the high profile image of 

the Crucifixion miniature. Moreover, some of the work that has engaged with the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛƴ ŀ detailed way is, as I hope to show in my thesis, either flawed or selective 

to the point of being misleading.  

The secondary literature concerning the Litlyngton Missal falls into two broad categories: the first 

is work concerning the liturgy, including the royal ceremonies, while the second comments on 

iconography and artistic style. As the Litlyngton Missal contains not only a Benedictine calendar 

and liturgy of Westminster use, but also includes a benedictional section and coronation orders, its 

texts have been of interest to liturgists for generations. In a fair indication of the high esteem in 

which it has been held, the very first volume published by the Henry Bradshaw Society (HBS) was 

WƻƘƴ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ of the Litlyngton Missal.8 

Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ9 completed the edition of the Latin text and 

included the coronation order collated with the Liber regalis (Westminster)Σ .ǊƻƻƪŜΩǎ Liber regalis, 

and Rawlinson C. 425.10  

The third, and last, of Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ11 contains a note on the music by W. J. Birkbeck, 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ΨǎŜŎǳƳŘǳƳ ǳǎǳƳ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀŜ ǿŜǎǘƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛŜƴǎƛǎΩΦ12 The 

main focus of this last volume is a discursive analysis that considers the Litlyngton Missal in the 

context of seventy English and Continental missals, sacramentaries, pontificals, and other liturgical 

works, which between them include fourteen liturgical uses. Thorough notes covering the entire 

textual content of the Litlyngton Missal detail similarities, differences, and points of interest in 

relation to the different uses from the books of his comparative study. A comprehensive index of 

liturgical forms in the Litlyngton Missal then follows.  

                                                           
8
 Missale Ad Usum Ecclesie Westmonasteriensis, I, ed. by John Wickham Legg (London, 1891). See note 12. 

9
 Missale Ad Usum Ecclesie Westmonasteriensis, V, ed. by John Wickham Legg (London, 1893) 

10
  London, Westminster Abbey Library, MS 38 (Liber regalis), c.1380-1400Τ .ǊƻƻƪŜΩǎ Liber regalis, private 

collection (see MEW, p. xiii); Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Rawlinson C. 425, early fourteenth century.   
11

 Missale Ad Usum Ecclesie Westmonasteriensis, XII, ed. by John Wickham Legg (London, 1897) 
12

 The three separate volumes I, V and XII were reprinted and bound together in a new edition: The 
Westminster Missal: Missale Ad Usum Ecclesie Westmonasteriensis, ed. by John Wickham Legg 
(Woodbridge, 1999).This edition is used throughout the thesis and is hereafter MEW. 
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Richard Pfaff acknowledged the importance and scale of Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎ and used them 

extensively in his own study of English medieval liturgy, although he expressed reservations about 

Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ Ƴethod of comparison and cautioned against some of its assumptions.13  

Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ edition of the text is a valuable resource and was used by liturgist Andrew Hughes 

in both his study on the organisation of medieval manuscripts used for the Mass14 and his later 

study of the Fourth Recension of the coronation order.15 The text of the Litlyngton Missal 

coronation order was again collated with the printed edition of the Liber regalis undertaken by 

WƻƘƴ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘΣ ƛƴ мфлмΦ16 While the edition and translation are universally 

accepted as reliable, L. Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 

long accepted as credible by coronation scholars such as Schramm and Wilkinson,17 have recently 

been questioned by Paul Binski on re-examination of the relevant manuscripts.18 .ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ 

arguments are relevant not only in terms of the Fourth Recension coronation order, but also affect 

debates regarding the dating of changes to illumination styles, particularly the contested point 

that Bohemian art had an influence on the Westminster Liber regalis.19 

The historiography relevant to the iconography of the Litlyngton Missal mainly consists of 

relatively brief discussions in catalogues and surveys.  Despite their brevity and tendency to focus 

on the Crucifixion, these references are in influential works and by their very inclusion indicate the 

accepted importance of the Litlyngton Missal as an illuminated manuscript of specific date. The 

matter of similarity to foreign artistic styles found in the Crucifixion illumination has long been 

recognised. In 1928 Eric Millar believed the Crucifixion to have been of the Flemish tradition and 

Joaƴ 9ǾŀƴǎΩ мфпф ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ art suggests that the illuminations are by an English painter but 

with Flemish or Dutch characteristics.20 In 1954 there was a change in thought when Rickert stated 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΩ ǿŀǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ bƛƎŜƭ aƻǊƎŀƴ όмфумύ21 

and has been subsequently accepted.22 Famous though the miniature is there has been no 

                                                           
13

 Richard W. Pfaff, The Liturgy in Medieval England (Cambridge: New York, 2009). See pages pp. 141-156 for 
his appraisal of Wickham [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
14

 Andrew Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts for Mass and Office: A Guide to their Organization and 
Terminology (Toronto: Buffalo: London, 1982), p. 407. 
15

 !ƴŘǊŜǿ IǳƎƘŜǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Fourth Recension ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ 
Coronations: Medieval and Early Modern Monarchic Ritual, ed. by Janos M. Bak (California, 1990), pp. 197-
216. 
16

 ECR. 
17

 Percy Schramm, A History of the English Coronation όhȄŦƻǊŘΣ мфотύΤ [Φ .Φ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ ΨbƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ EHR, 70 (1955), pp.581-600. 
18

 tŀǳƭ .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ Liber Regalis: Lǘǎ 5ŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΩΣ ƛƴ The Regal Image of Richard II and the 
Wilton Diptych, ed. by Dillian Gordon, Lisa Monnas and Caroline Elam (London, 1997), pp. 233-246. 
19

 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ Ψ[ƛōŜǊ wŜƎŀƭƛǎΩ, pp. 242-5.  
20

  Eric Millar, English Illuminated Manuscripts (Paris, 1928), p. 28; Joan Evans, English Art 1307-1461 
(Oxford, 1949), p. 96. 
21

 Richard Marks and Nigel Morgan, The Golden Age of Manuscript Painting (New York, 1981), p. 89.  
22

 WŀƴŜǘ .ŀŎƪƘƻǳǎŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩΣ ƛƴ Age of Chivalry: Art in Plantagenet England 1200-1400, ed. 
Jonathan Alexander and Paul Binski (London, 1987), p. 518; Lucy Freeman Sandler, GM, II, p. 174. 



4 
 

detailed comparison to trecento Italian images, neither has the composition been interpreted on 

its own merits beyond being Italianate in style; different aspects of these issues are addressed in 

chapters three and five.  

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŎŎǳǊs in Lucy 

Freeman {ŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ survey, Gothic Manuscripts 1285-1385 (1986), which provides a valuable 

ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ23 Sandler addressed the topics of artists, quantity of image, 

style of figural and border illumination, and identified analogues in other manuscripts. In the 

opening essay to Volume One of the Survey, Sandler proposed that several manuscripts 

constituteŘ ŀ Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ DǊƻǳǇΩ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ shared artists, artistic style, borders, and the illustration 

of the Fourth Recension of the English coronation order and accompanying royal funeral 

exequies.24 {ŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ 

persuasive, although she omits the nine penwork initials in the coronation order from her 

inventory of illuminations. I sometimes diverge from her conclusions with regards to attribution of 

work in the missal. 

As the title Westminster and the Plantagenets: Kingship and the Representation of Power 1200-

1400 ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ .ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ мффр ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ on kingship and the abbey.25 As such his interest in 

the Litlyngton Missal is mainly in the coronation order, and particularly in how it relates to the 

Liber regalis: the artwork and chronology of which manuscript he explored in greater detail in his 

later work.26 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ .ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭƻǿs an understanding of the Litlyngton Missal within the 

context of the art and architecture of the abbey in its myriad media. Using textual sources and art 

in forms as varied as tombs, seals, tiles, manuscripts, glass, carvings, wall paintings, and panel 

ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎΣ .ƛƴǎƪƛ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŀǊǘ  ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

encapsulation of beliefs and principle as an expression of royal visual culture.  

Pamela Tudor-Craig also acknowledged the artistic influences of the location and aimed to 

interpret certain initials with reference to pre-existing works of art and microarchictecture in 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀǊƎŜ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ƛƴ моуо-пΩ 

(1998), is, to date, the only published work which focuses exclusively on the illuminations.27 

5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ PhD thesis, Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴǘƻƴΣ моуо-1384: 

Lǘǎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ CƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΩ (2007), is the most recent study before my own to focus on the 

                                                           
23

 GM, II, cat. 150, pp. 172-175. 
24

 GM, I, p. 36-37. 
25

 Paul Binski, Westminster Abbey and the Plantagenets: Kingship and the Representation of Power 1200-

1400 (New Haven: London, 1995): hereafter WAP. 
26

 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ Ψ[ƛōŜǊ wŜƎŀƭƛǎΩ. 
27

 Pamela Tudor-/ǊŀƛƎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ƛƴ моуо-упΩΣ ƛƴ 
Illuminating the Book, ed. by Michelle P. Brown and Scot McKendrick (London, 1998), pp. 102-120. 



5 
 

Litlyngton Missal.28 Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

now has a fuller photographic record of the missal. The photographs include every page with 

figural illumination, captured on ŦƛƭƳΦ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧirst of its kind to attempt an overview of 

the missal as a whole work, has provided a valuable insight into the ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎƻŘƛŎƻƭƻƎȅΦ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ 

attention to the quire structure, catchwords, and script is a useful resource for understanding 

certain aspects of production. East explored both the technicalities of scribal method and gold 

leaf. In connection to decoration, he investigated associations between levels of illumination in 

relation to the importance of feast days in the calendar.  

However, regarding the ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƛƳΣ Ψǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ 

ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƭƻǳǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ29 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ΨŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

to place the ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ images into category lists (inhabited, historiated, erased, anomalies, and 

miniatures30) and then to describe the basic elements present in each image, but without 

attempting to divine themes or draw artistic, contextual, or interpretive conclusions.31 

Furthermore, relation of initials to text and their comparison to other manuscript illumination is 

entirely absent.32 9ŀǎǘΩǎ commentary on the initials and miniatures leaves the iconography not 

only underexplored, but also at times incorrectly or anachronistically described.33 Thus, a 

comprehensive exploration of the [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ illumination, and all of the inherent and 

lateral themes, still required attention and figures as a major part of my thesis. 

Regarding the aims of this present study, the Litlyngton Missal is worthy of close examination not 

simply because it has been somewhat neglected, but because it is an extraordinary witness to an 

important moment in English art which took place at what was, and arguably still is, one of 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 9ǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ƴonographic study of 

the missal and Nicholas Litlyngton and their specific relation to Westminster Abbey come the 

broader, yet still central, themes of patronage and trends in iconography in fourteenth and 

fifteenth century English missals. There are many questions to pose including: How can a book be 

used to transmit information about a patron? What are the norms and exceptions in picture cycles 

of deluxe English missals? What are the varied purposes of images in missals?  

                                                           
28

 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 9ŀǎǘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴǘƻƴΣ моуо-1384: Its Structure, Form 
ŀƴŘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΩ όǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊal thesis, University of Essex, 2007). 
29

 East, p. 4. 
30

 East, p.123. 
31

 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀƎŜǎΩ ό/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ рΣ tŀǊǘ мпΥ ǇǇΦ муф-207) remains an 

enlarged itinerary of what is present on the randomly chosen pages. 
32

 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ōƛōƭƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ other than the Litlyngton Missal, all of which were 

used briefly in relation to the Crucifixion miniature (chapter seven); the Litlyngton initials and royal 

miniatures are not discussed in context of English manuscript illumination. 
33

 As one example, East described the scene of the Dedication of a Church (fol. 144r) as resembling 

ΨŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇŜǊƎƛƭƭǳƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōǊǳǎƘΩ ό9ŀǎǘΣ ǇΦмотύΦ  
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The emphasis of my research is on the iconography of the missal, but not as images in isolation. 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

are considered through their relationship to the text. A part of this study analyses what types of 

image occur, where, with what iconography, and how, if at all, this may relate to the text both in 

terms of individual image and wider iconographic pattern. The images are also examined with 

direct relation to the patron. For a biographical explorŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ it was possible 

to draw on a surprising quantity of primary documentary sources as well as using material from 

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Of more recent studies of the monastic environment of 

which Litlyngton was abbot, the two diligently researched works by Barbara Harvey were the most 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΦ IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

Westminster Abbey allowed glimpses into the activities of individual abbots and Litlyngton is 

encountered in both Westminster Abbey and its Estates in the Middle Ages and the later work 

Living and Dying in England 1100-1540: The Monastic Experience.34  

The missal itself provides a wealth of material to be analysed and interpreted. However, greater 

sense can only be made of the results coming from such analysis by setting them in a wider 

context. Throughout the thesis this has been achieved by comparing aspects of the Litlyngton 

Missal with other manuscripts in order to witness convergence, divergence, and change when 

following various threads. 

{ƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ 

missal illumination, I gathered information from comparable illuminated manuscripts in order to 

construct a comparative study. My sample included the ten most richly illuminated English missals 

accessible for study, which together span roughly a hundred years (c.1310-c.1415).35 Covering the 

periods before and after c. 1385 allows examination of developments in number, location, and 

subject matter of images. I am aware that there are inevitable, and unavoidable, limitations placed 

on gaining a complete picture by using what are the depleted remains of a once rich stock. Yet, the 

information in this study is the most comprehensive drawing together of figurative illumination 

schemes from missals for this period, and brings forward result patterns which are not negated by 

the loss of so many English missals in the Reformation. It was possible to study the majority of the 

ten missals first hand; others were available digitally.  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ŜǾƛƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ 

marks in the manuscript, provides a natural starting place for investigations into the book he 

commissioned.  Accordingly, chapter one is a biographical study of Nicholas Litlyngton, providing a 

clear context to the man whose presence is palpable within his bespoke book. Examining events in 

                                                           
34

 WAE and LDE respectively. 
35

 See 5.1.1 where the sources are in approximate chronological order reflective of imprecise dating. 
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his life and other examples of his patronage gives a greater insight into the manner and 

motivations of his agency in the missal. Following this thread, chapter two considers Nicholas 

Litlyngton specifically in his role as patron of the missal. It examines how detailed attention to 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ reveals an understanding of his part in the illumination of the 

missal and how this reflects his own focus of devotion as well as making clear statements 

concerning himself as both nobleman and abbot of a prestigious house.  

Chapter three investigates the ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ Also 

addressed is the uncertain matter of the number of hands present in the figurative illuminations 

and, consequently, the existing attribution of ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǊŜŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ chapter also 

scrutinises and determines the significance of ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

otherwise relatively uniform illumination scheme that occurs in the royal ceremonies. In addition, 

the chapter assesses ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

two main artists, who are afforded more individual appraisal than has formerly occurred. In this 

way, distinct artistic personalities are established. In order to understand the Litlyngton Missal in 

ƛǘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƛǎ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ through shared 

artists, style, subject matter, or direct copying of individual compositions.  

Chapter four looks closely at the text and images connected to the royal ceremonies and examines 

the motivation behind their inclusion. The presence of royal ceremonies in the Litlyngton Missal 

sets it apart from surviving missals. The rubrics of the ceremonies are examined from a new 

standpoint: that of the direct relationship to both Westminster Abbey and the abbot. The 

iconography in the royal miniatures is then viewed via this new perspective and, as will be argued, 

an alternative significance to that traditionally extended to the figures is discerned through the 

contextual reading of word and image. These images and texts are closely tied not only to each 

other, but also to Westminster as a place; focussing through the lens of the imagery of the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ L ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ .ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ Ǌƻȅŀƭ 

mausoleum.36 

¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

arguments made in previous chapters and within the wider context of other English missals. A 

comparative investigation into number, placement, and subject matter of figurative imagery in 

English fourteenth and fifteenth century missals allows not only a better understanding of the 

missal in terms of the genre of illuminated missals, but also an interpretation of the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

                                                           
36

 WAP, chapter three.   
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theme, whereas chapter three deals with the style of the iconography of the Litlyngton Missal, this 

final chapter examines messages contained within the images and reflects on their significance. 
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Chapter One 
Nicholas Litlyngton: Man and 
Benefactor 

Even had it not been recorded that the Litlyngton Missal was donated to the Benedictine house 

at Westminster Abbey by the then abbot, Nicholas Litlyngton (1362-1386), it would still have 

been possible to identify the patron through the use of the monogram and coat of arms that 

appear at various instances on the pages of the book (figs 1.1 and 1.2).1 The exterior of the book 

also proclaims the patron as a coat of arms adorns the fore-edge of the missal. Julian Luxford, in 

his work on patronage in connection to the Benedictines, gave a salutary warning against 

ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 

ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛŘƛƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦΩ2  

Happily, in this instance the patron is identified through documentation and it is interesting to 

consider the details of him beyond mere identification. The primary sources regarding Litlyngton 

give a clear impression of certain facets of his character, as revealed through his actions and 

concerns.  

 AǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΤ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

personality, priorities, and specific life events will allow a discerning judgement on the 

relationship between Litlyngton and his bespoke book. Therefore, this opening chapter explores 

the biography of Nicholas Litlyngton with the aim of enabling a better understanding of the man 

ǿƘƻΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΣ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ The discussion is 

structured according to the various components of his nature and the Latin used in the subtitles 

outlining these various characteristics ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ own epitaphs.3  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 ²!a нпнсрϝ ό!ōōƻǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭΣ моуо-4); CCA MS A.10 (Westminster Abbey Vestry Inventory 

1388), Tercia pars, cap.viij.  
2
 Julian Luxford, The Art and Architecture of English Benedictine Monasteries 1300-1540: A Patronage 

History (Woodbridge, 2005), p. 14. 
3
 The translations and discussion of both epitaphs are in section 1.3.1. Unless otherwise stated, 

translations occurring throughout this thesis are my own.  
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1.1: Beginnings  
 

1.1.1: Historiography 

Interest in Litlyngton as a subject of biographical writing reaches at least as far back as the 

fifteenth century when John Flete, a monk at Westminster 1420-1465, wrote The History of 

Westminster Abbey.4 Although we find mention of Litlyngton in various chronicles written during 

his lifetime or soon after his death,5 CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾƻǘŜ ŀ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

ƘƛƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀōōƻǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ6 CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ 

the various abbots fits the structure of the genre of Gesta Abbatum recently explored by Martin 

Heale in his research regarding the abbots of England. 7 The formula followed tends to be a 

rather superficial paean listing virtues and benefactions that served to both commemorate the 

subject and guide his successors. Luxford noted the formulaic approach and list-like nature of 

sources relevant to abbots and their achievements, and examined the hierarchy of donations by 

superiors where vestments and metalwork may receive equal billing with architecture.8 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀōōƻǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘƘƛǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊƳΦ .ƛƴǎƪƛ Ŏŀƭƭǎ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ΨƭŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ9 which 

highlights the need to approach such sources with caution. However, mŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ 

work is based on documentation, which he sometimes explicitly refers to, or copies out. Also it 

should be noted that Flete does not give high praise unreservedly to all of his subjects, which 

denotes at least some degree of historical integrity.10 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŀǊŜ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

                                                           
4
 FHWA.  

5 The Anonimalle Chronicle 1333-1381, ed. by V.H. Galbraith (Manchester, 1927) ; CJR; The Westminster 

Chronicle 1381-1394, ed. by Barbara Harvey, trans. by L.C. Hector (Oxford, 1982); Thomas Walsingham, 
The Chronica Maiora of Thomas Walsingham 1376-1422, ed. by James G. Clark, trans. by David Preest 
(Woodbridge, 2005); Continuation of the Eulogium (Rolls Series, 342) as used in An English Chronicle 1377-
14, ed. by William Marx (Woodbridge, 2003); J. Robinson, The Unrecognized Westminster Chronicler, 
1381-1394 (London, 1912). 
6
 Litlyngton is the last abbot about whom Flete writes despite a declaration to update the history to his 

own times.  
7
 Martin Heale, 'Gesta Abbatum in Late Medieval England', unpublished paper given at the English 

Monastic Archives conference, University College London, 24 June 2011. I am indebted to Martin Heale for 

private correspondence regarding research for his forthcoming book, The Abbot in Late Medieval and 

Reformation England. 
8
 Wǳƭƛŀƴ [ǳȄŦƻǊŘΣ ΨbƛŎƘƛƭ ƻǊƴŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ŘƻƳƻ ŘƻƳƛƴƛ ǇǊŜǘŜƳƛǘǘŜƴǎΥ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎsional Patronage of Walter of 

aƻƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ DƭŀǎǘƻƴōǳǊȅΩΣ ƛƴ Patrons and Professionals in the Middle Ages, Proceedings of the 

2010 Harlaxton Symposium, ed. by Paul Binski and Elizabeth A. New (Donington, 2012), pp. 237-260 (p. 

241). 
9
 WAP, p. 123. Conversely, Binski noted {ǇƻǊƭŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΩ όǇΦ 99), while others think 

{ǇƻǊƭŜȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ όǎŜŜ мΦоΦмύΦ 
10

 E.g. Abbot Simon Bircheston, FHWA, pp. 128-131. 
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as abbot is noted, his achievements in relation to Westminster Abbey are enumerated, his gifts 

listed, and his death and epitaph recorded.  Flete has supplied generations of scholars with 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǎǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘΦ  

Richard WidmoreΩǎ An History of the Church of St Peter emulated ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

when writing in the mid-eighteenth century, giving information about the phases of building of 

Westminster Abbey and arranging information chronologically abbot by abbot.11 He used the 

records in the muniments room at Westminster Abbey to expand some of the matters 

mentioned in frustratingly short detail by Flete and referenced the primary sources that he 

consultedΦ !ǘ ǎƛȄ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ²ƛŘƳƻǊŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

longest biographical work of him until this present chapter. 

 After generations of scholars mainly depending heavily on WidmoreΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪ, E. H. 

Pearce and Harvey ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ CƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŜŀǊŎŜΩǎ 

painstakingly thorough and useful work is a catalogue of documentation and references to all of 

the monks of Westminster.12 In his section relating to Litlyngton he cites Flete, Calendar Rolls, 

abbey muniments, and chronicles.13 IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (ODNB) 

entry for Litlyngton comes out of a larger study: Westminster Abbey and its Estates in the Middle 

Ages.14 The extensive research into the documents needed for the successful completion of both 

this work and Living and Dying in England 1100-1540: The Monastic Experience15 meant that 

biographical details regarding Litlyngton were uncovered. The ODNB ŜƴǘǊȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

lineage and abbacy, with events in his early life being difficult to source.  

Although mainly calling upon the same sources as the scholars who have gone before me, the 

manner in which this chapter, and to some extent thesis, differs from preceding scholarship is 

through Nicholas Litlyngton being at the heart of the discussion as a focal point rather than at 

the edge or as a small part of a greater scheme of work. While others have examined Nicholas 

Litlyngton within the context of Westminster,16 richness of sources support a fuller reappraisal 

                                                           
11

 Richard Widmore, An History of the Church of St Peter (London, 1751). 
12

 E.H. Pearce, The Monks of Westminster: Being a Register of the Convent from the Time of the Confessor 

to the Dissolution (Cambridge, 1916). 
13

 ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ been updated over the decades with hand-

written additions and annotations by various Westminster librarians.  
14

 WAE and .ŀǊōŀǊŀ CΦ IŀǊǾŜȅΣ Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ όb. before 1315, d. моусύΩΣ ODNB 

<http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/16775> [accessed 6 July 2011], hereafter Harvey, ODNB. 
15

 LDE. 
16

 Essentially, he has been discussed within the framework of Westminster Abbey, the building, or in 

historical studies of that place. Examples include: John Neale and Edward Brayley, The History and 

Antiquities of the Abbey Church of St Peter, Westminster, 2 vols (London, 1822); J. Robinson, ¢ƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 

House at Westminster (Cambridge, 1911); W.R. Lethaby, Westminster Abbey Re-examined (London, 1925); 
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with a view to understanding him with additional depth of character as a patron and influential 

abbot.  

 

 1.1.2: Genus urget: Lineage  

The first time that Nicholas Litlyngton appears in the abbey records is in 1333.17 As monks 

entering a Benedictine house had generally reached the age of eighteen it has been reasonably 

supposed that he was born in 1315 or before.18 From this time, regular mention of him is made 

in chapter records, abbey chronicles, and correspondence right up until the time of his death on 

29 November 1386 at c. 71 years of age.19 He became prior in 1350 and abbot in 1362.The 

conclusion therefore is that his entire adult life was spent in the service, if not exclusively within 

the abbey enclave, of the Benedictine house of Westminster Abbey. 

There are elements of mystery and anecdotal speculation ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

lineage. In The History of that Most Victorious Monarch Edward III (1688), Joshua Barnes refers 

to an assertion made by Somerset herald and antiquarian Robert Glover (1544-88) that 

Litlyngton was the illegitimate son of King Edward III.20 This idea seems to have initiated through 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ƻƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

request. A Westminster chronicler 21 and Flete give details of how Litlyngton, while still a monk, 

obtained two abbey vacancies22 from the king even after, on one occasion, the monarch had 

already granted it to his own queen.  In 1344 Litlyngton was permitted to buy back this lucrative 

vacancy ΨŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ рлл ƳŀǊƪǎΩΦ23 As well as the events reported by the 

                                                                                                                                                                              
H.F. Westlake, The New Guide to Westminster Abbey (London, 1954); A House of Kings: The History of 

Westminster Abbey, ed. by Edward Carpenter (London, 1966); WAP. 
17

 WAM 5894 is a letter to Litlyngton in the time of Abbot William Curtlyngton, who died in September 

1333; Pearce, p.84. 
18

 Harvey, ODNB. 
19

 Pearce, pp. 84-86. 
20

 Joshua Barnes, The History of the Most Victorious Monarch Edward III (Cambridge, 1688), p. 910. 

wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ DƭƻǾŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΥ Ψ/ƻŘΦ aΦ{Φ aƛǎŎŜƭƭ wƻōŜǊǘ DƭƻǾŜǊ {ƻmerset fol. 

морΩΦ 
21

 Extracts from the anonymous middle section of the Westminster Chronicle in BL, MS Cotton Cleopatra A 

XVI are included in CJR. 
22

 A vacancy is the time of absence of a head of estates; the revenues generated in this time would revert 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻǊ ΨǎŜƭƭΩ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŀƴcy. 
23

 CJRΣ ǇΦ утΥ ΨǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴŜƳ ²ŜǎǘƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛƛΦΦΦƳŜŘƛŀƴǘŜ ŦǊŀǘǊŜ bƛŎƘƻƭŀƻ ŘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ Φ . . redemit de manu 

ǊŜƎƛƴŀŜ ǉǳƛƴƎŜƴǘƛǎ ƳŀǊŎƛǎΩΦ ¢ŀƛǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ 

bought it from the hands of the queen on this occasion as this is not corroborated in FHWA or the rolls. 

Tait feels this is a conflation and that the occasion is actually when Litlyngton bought the profits of the 

vacancy after the death of the next abbot, Bircheston (1349). However, it remains that whether bought 
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Westminster Chronicler, John of Reading reports an additional royal favour granted to the abbey 

through Litlyngton. Reading was a monk at Westminster who sang his first mass in 1341-2 

therefore, this source provides us with an author who is an exact contemporary of Litlyngton 

and from the same community.24 He tells how via the mediation of Brother Nicholas Litlyngton, 

the king granted an over-arching pardon for the abbey in relation to any past or future escapees 

from the abbey gatehouse prison.  This boon was granted in exchange for prayers rendered up 

by the brothers for the success of Edward's military endeavours.25    

WƻǎƘǳŀ .ŀǊƴŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ DƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛǘΦ IŜ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΩ ŀƴŘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ  ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜǎΣ ƘŜ  

ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ26 However, as the shining title of his 

ǿƻǊƪ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ .ŀǊƴŜǎΩ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLL ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ favour of That Most 

Victorious Monarch. Therefore, it would be natural for him to attempt to dispel an idea that 

might reflect badly on his regal subject. Yet, as Pearce points out, if Edward III was himself born 

ƛƴ момнΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ Ψǘǿƛƴ-ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

son.27 Harvey omitted this theory from her ODNB entry. More importantly, in the surviving 

documentation Litlyngton himself never claims to be descended from the king. What the strange 

episode in misdating and antiquarian sensationalism does bring to the fore is that Litlyngton was 

evidently successful in his endeavours on behalf of the abbey and appeared to be fully 

competent in the handling of legal affairs. This is an aspect of his character that will be further 

explored below.28  

With regards to lineage, Litlyngton specifically named his parents as being Hugh and Joan when 

in 1382 he founded an anniversary for them, and himself, to be observed every 26 September at 

the Great Malvern Priory, a dependent house of Westminster Abbey.29 Even more revealing is 

the coat of arms that Litlyngton used ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

and cloisters. The shield is a version of the Despenser family arms of quarterly argent and gules, 

in the second and third quarters a frette or, over all a bend sable όŦƛƎΦ мΦнŀύΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊŜ 

quarterly argent and gules, in the second and third quarters a frette or, over all a bend azure 

                                                                                                                                                                              
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

mediation as corroborated in FHWA, p.134. 
24

 Pearce, p. 11. 
25

 CJR, p. 103. See Appendix B.1 for translation of the whole account. 
26

 Barnes, p. 910.  
27

 Pearce, p. 85.  
28

 Section 1.2.1. 
29

 ²!a онсслΥ ΨƘǳƎƻƴƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƛs & JohhanƴŜ ƳŀǘǊƛǎ ŜƛǳǎΩ. The document retains the seal of the Great 

Malvern Priory.  
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with three fleur-de-lis or (fig. 1.2).30 Extant records do not show marriage between a Hugh 

Despenser and a Joan, or a Joan Despenser and a Hugh, that fits the relevant dates. Given the 

probable year of birth (1315 or slightly before), Earl Hugh Despenser the Elder (1286-1326) and 

his son Hugh Despenser the Younger (1261-1326) are both eligible contenders for having sired 

the future abbot of Westminster.  If this were so, then Nicholas Litlyngton would have been an 

illegitimate son, as both men were married at the time of their violent deaths.31 A sketched 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-annotated copy of 

tŜŀǊŎŜΩǎ Monks of Westminster, show that at least one abbey librarian has hypothesised on 

Hugh Despenser the Younger being the father of Nicholas Litlyngton.32 

Harvey is against the idea of iƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ΨŎŀƴ 

probably be inferred from the fact that Litlyngton used the Despenser arms without any mark of 

ƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅΦΩ33 She does not, however, make any reference to the fact that the bend that 

appears in the Litlyngton Missal is azure and has three fleur-de-lis or upon it,34 whereas the main 

Despenser arms have a bend sable without motif. This one unremarked difference could be 

enough to show the illegitimacy of the bearer of the arms. 

In his Complete Guide to Heraldry, Fox-Davies was most insistent that both legitimate heirs and 

ƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊƳǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 

unsafe to use these marks as signifying or proving legitimate cadency35 ƻǊ ƛƭƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅΦΩ36 He 

stated that there is no officially ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψƻƴƭȅ ǊǳƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƳǎ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅΦΩ37 He did, however, concede that the bend sinister and 

bordure were used to denote illegitimacy, however, both tropes could also be used for 

legitimate cadency. For example, Bishop Henry Despenser, a legitimate grandson of Hugh 

Despenser the Younger, used the family shield with the difference of a bordure with mitres; this 

                                                           
30

 The Litlyngton Missal shields have incorporated a play on words in their depiction of the Despenser 

heraldry. In heraldic terms argent means white, but the artists have used silver (argent in French) to 

represent the white. Joshua Barnes noted that the bend is azure: Barnes, p. 910. 
31 IǳƎƘ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ LǎŀōŜƭƭŜ ŘŜ .ŜŀǳŎƘŀƳǇΤ IǳƎƘ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ 
Eleanor de Clare. 
32

 I am indebted to Christine Reynolds, Assistant Librarian at Westminster Abbey Library, for identifying 

the hand of the margin note-maker as Herbert Francis Westlake, a canon of Westminster much involved 

with the muniments and library in 1940s and 1950s and author of The New Guide to Westminster Abbey 

(London, 1954) and Westminster: A Historical Sketch (London, 1919). 
33

 Harvey, ODNB. 
34

 Lƴ DƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨDespenser: 

Bedfordshire ŀƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩΥ Joseph Edmondson, ! /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ IŜǊŀƭŘǊȅΥ DƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ǊƳǎ 

Augmented and Improved (London, 1780). 
35

 ! ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ family members. 
36

 Arthur Charles Fox-Davies, A Complete Guide to Heraldry (New York, 2007), p. 509. 
37

 Fox-Davies, p. 511.  
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case clearly shows that a sometimes perceived sign of bastardy was also used to show cadency 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎƻƴΦ IŜǊŀƭŘƛŎ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ŜǾŜƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅΦ 

Examination of BiǎƘƻǇ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ό.[Σ /ƻǘǘƻƴ /ƭŀǳŘƛǳǎ 9 ±LLLύ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘƻƭŘǎ 

twenty-one examples of his arms, with six variations involving the number of mitres in the 

bordure, six or eight, and what appears in the second quarter: a martlet, red cross, black cross, 

or nothing;38 his secretum has a bordure with eight mitres (fig. 1.3). Such variations on a basic 

theme are indicative of the variable nature of heraldry.  

It is therefore fair to conclude that Nicholas Litlyngton cannot reliably be proclaimed as being 

born in wedlock due to the absence of a bend sinister or bordure on his arms. Similarly, the 

differencing mark of the fleur de lis on the bend does not prove that he was born out of 

wedlock.39 !ǎ [ǳȄŦƻǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ΨǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƧǳŘƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦΩ40  

Less ambiguous than the vagaries of heraldry in ascertaining legitimacy are the dictats of canon 

law regarding the restriction placed on illegitimate offspring in taking holy orders. According to 

canon law, somebody of illegitimate birth could not be consecrated to the holy orders without 

papal dispensation, which was achieved through a petition to the Holy Father. Neither the 

Calendar of Papal Registers nor the petitions to the pope indicate that request for a dispensation 

for Nicholas Litlyngton, Littleton or Despenser to take holy orders was made by Westminster or 

any other religious house or church. 41 Although a fair guide, unfortunately this method of 

checking papal records of the early fourteenth century is not an infallible way of knowing 

whether a cleric was legitimate or not. Although papal registers are extant covering the period of 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ όŎΦмоооύΣ ƴƻ ǇŀǇŀƭ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

1342 and therefore it is not possible to cross check. An approved and signed petition was 

enough to prove that a person had received dispensation and while commissioning a duplicate 

petition was expensive it is a fair assumption that a Despenser family member, with documented 

                                                           
38

 BL, Cotton Claudius E VIII, Flores Historiarum, c.1390-1400 is catalogued by Martindale in Medieval Art 

in East Anglia 1300-1520, ed. by P. Lasko and N. J .Morgan (Norwich, 1373), p. 32 and discussed for 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ōȅ [ŜǎƭŜȅ /ƻƻǘŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘƛƴƎ .ƛǎƘƻǇΥ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

MaƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩ ƛƴ Prophecy, Apocalypse and the Day of Doom, Proceedings of the 2000 Harlaxton 

Symposium, ed. by Nigel Morgan (Donington, 2004), pp.39-рмΦ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩǎ secretum is reproduced 

in p. 205-6 Charles Boutrell and A. C. Fox- Davies, The Handbook to English Heraldry, illustrated 11th edn. 

(Middlesex, 2008). 
39

 !ǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ Iŀƭƭ ŀǘ 

Westminster do employ a bordure, but no fleur-de-lis. 
40

 Luxford, Art and Architecture, p. 15. 
41

 W. H. Bliss, Calendar of Papal Registers Relating to Great Britain and Ireland, Volume 2 - 1305-1342 < 
http://www.british -history.ac.uk/subject.aspx?subject=2andgid=150> [accessed 5/4/2011]; W. H. Bliss, 
Petitions to the Pope - 1342-1419 <http://www.british -history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=995> [accessed 
5/4/2011]. 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/subject.aspx?subject=2&gid=150
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=995
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recourse to independent funds, would have held such a letter; no letter exists either in the 

ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇŀǇŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ƻǊ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ42  

Whether legitimate issue or not, further evidence shows that Litlyngton had both official and 

social relations with the Despenser family which would seem to support the idea that he was 

probably a family member, or at least affiliated in some way closely enough to use their arms. In 

1373, licence was given for Litlyngton to act as attorney for Edward, 1st Baron le Despenser 

(1336-1375) whilst the latter was in France.43 In his will this same Edward Despenser bequeathed 

Ψǘƻ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΣ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΣ ŀ Ǝƛƭǘ ƘŀƴŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǿŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ DƭŀǎǘƻƴōǳǊȅΦΩ44 Litlyngton is shown as being of some importance to Edward 

Despenser as he is the third person to be nominated in an extensive list of recipients, being 

ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǿƪŜǎōǳǊȅΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ 

to be buried at Tewkesbury close to the tombs of his ancestors it is understandable that 

¢ŜǿƪŜǎōǳǊȅΩǎ ŀōōƻǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ. As a Benedictine monk, Abbot 

Litlyngton would not have made a will, but WAM 5446 is ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

goods to be delivered to various persons; this holds no record of bequests to Despenser family 

members.   

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ 

Norwich (b.1341-ŘΦмплсΣ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅύΦ IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ Ƙƻusehold accounts shows that Henry Despenser dined at Abbot 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мотм ŀƴŘ Wǳƭȅ мотнΦ45 As Litlyngton used the coat 

of arms on bosses in the cloister ranges, in the Jerusalem Chamber, and dining hall of the 

!ōōƻǘΩǎ Iƻuse, all constructed during his abbacy,46 a visiting Despenser would have seen the 

arms used by the abbot. That these heraldic marks were not removed and there being no record 

of complaint from the Despenser family regarding their use strongly supports that Litlyngton 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ  

! ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŀǎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀƛǘΩǎ Chronica 

Johannis de Reading provides a more curious connection between Litlyngton and the Despenser 

                                                           
42

 The abbey cartulary, Liber Niger Quaternus (hereafter LNQ in footnotes) and other Westminster Abbey 

Muniments record that various expenses and lands were paid for with funds provided by Litlyngton: e.g. 

WAM 4596, 23698. 
43

 WAM слллΥ bŜǇƘŜǿ ǘƻ IǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΦ 
44

 Lincoln Episcopal Register 12 (Buckingham), fol. мсрǾΤ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΥ Ψ9ǘ 

auxi nous deuisoms a Nicole Abbe de Weymoustr` vn hanaper endorez oue le couercle et ewer qe fuist de 

Řƻǳƴ ƭŀōōŜ ŘŜ DƭŀǎǘȅƴƎōǳǊȅΩΦ A hanaper is a cup with a foot or stem and can take the form of a lidded 

chalice. 
45

 Harvey, ODNB.  
46

 Lethaby, p. 145. 
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family.47 The chronicle reports that on an intriguing occasion in 1344, the abbey petitioned the 

ƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ΨŘƻƳƛƴǳǎ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǊƛǳǎΩ. ! ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ψ[ƻǊŘ 

5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ Řifficult to gauge how much of a role 

Litlyngton had in this affair. However, the interest comes in the tension of a legal grievance 

against a Despenser by an abbey whose brethren included a kinsman or family associate. 

In brief, the case tells of the unspecified Lord Despenser using abbey lands at Cors to his own 

ends and intentionally preventing the monks and abbey servants from collecting timber and 

ŦƛǊŜǿƻƻŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ 

favour.48 The language used in the chronicle account is indicative of the difficult situation as it 

ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴǎ [ƻǊŘ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘŜƴǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΦ Lǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ Ψ!ƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ [ƻǊŘ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΣ ōȅ ǿǊƻngful permission 

ƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘǎΩΣ49 which indicates the situation had not evolved through the fault of the 

lord. Furthermore, when the case waǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƪƴƛƎƘǘΩ 

(Despenser), the chronicler states that DespensŜǊ ΨōƻǘƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊΩ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 

offending.50 ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƭƻǾŜΩ softens the negative portrayal of the knight. However, 

although the mismanagement of the preceding abbots is presented as the reason for the 

situation arising, Despenser is not portrayed as an innocent victim of that bad administration; he 

ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŦǊŀǳŘǳƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŘŜŎŜƛǘŦǳƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳΩΦ51 Even so, the use of the word 

ΨƭƻǾŜΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜȄƻƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

sway with the king as his bastard son. And yet, if influence were to have been used in this case it 

may be more logical to assume that it was from one member of the Despenser family to 

another. Although as the case did not conclude without the intervention of the king, if any family 

leverage were used by Litlyngton, it cannot have been of much worth, especially as the abbey 

cartulary (Liber Niger Quaternus a late fifteenth-century copy of a previous cartulary, hereafter 

Liber Niger52ύ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ моум ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨbƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ !ōōŀǘ ƻŦ 
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 CJR, p. 87.  
48

 See Appendix B.2 for translation of the whole account. 
49

 CJR, p. утΥ Ψ9ǘ ǉǳƻƴƛŀƳ ŀ Řƛǳ ŘƻƳƛƴǳǎ 5ƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǊƛǳǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜ Ƴŀƭŀ ǎŜǳ ƭƛŎŜƴǘƛŀ ŀōōŀǘǳƳΩΦ 
50

 CJR, p. ууΥ ΨǘŀƳ ŀƳƻǊŜ ǉǳŀƳ ǘƛƳƻǊŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǾƛǘΩΦ 
51

 CJR, p. утΥ ΨƛƴŘǳŎǘŀ fallaci ŎƻƴǎǳŜǘǳŘƛƴŜΩΦ 
52

 WAM Book 1. A colophon on fol. 1r informs the reader that the new cartulary was undertaken through 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘΥ Ψ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŘƻƳƛƴǳǎ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘŜΦΦΦŀŘ ǎǳƻǎ ǎǳƳǇǘǳǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŀǎǉǳŜΩ. 
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Westminster haŘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀŘȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

woods and chase at Cors.53 

!ǎ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǎƛǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǇƻƴȅƳΦ ¢he relatively 

common nature of the place name Littleton or Litlington in England makes it difficult to 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ54 Harvey 

proposed that his toponym may have derived from Littleton in Middlesex; there is a direct link as 

Westminster Abbey had purchaseŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅΦ55 

However, it is also plausible that he may have been connected to Littleton in Worcestershire 

(North, Middle, and South Littleton are different parts of the same parish), which is only twenty-

five miles distant from Great Malvern Abbey.56 As we have seen, Nicholas Litlyngton established 

an anniversary for his parents at Great Malvern in 1382. However, Litlyngton had also 

established an obit for his parents at Hurley Priory (137557), which is approximately twenty miles 

from Littleton, Surrey. Even so, the case is stronger for Littleton in Worcestershire, as both Great 

Malvern Priory and Littleton (Worcs) are close to Tewkesbury Abbey,58 the chosen resting place 

of Edward Despenser (see above) and others of that family. As a final possible connection, the 

church in Middle Littleton is named for St Nicholas. It is beguiling to see connections which place 

Nicholas Litlyngton in the west of England, where there are strong connections to the Despenser 

line, althougƘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 

highly conjectural. 

 

1.2: Character and Qualities  

 

1.2.1: Facta poscunt: Mediation and Legal Competence 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
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 LNQ (item 367). N.B. Some translations of items from the LNQ come from an unpublished work held in 

Westminster Abbey library, originally compiled by the first Keeper of the Muniments Dr E. J. L. Scott in the 

early twentieth century, and revised by Sir Charles Strachey, probably in the 1930s. Where I have used 

these translations they are followed by the item number in brackets. Where transcriptions and 
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 E.g. Littleton, Cheshire; Littleton, Hampshire; Littleton, Middlesex; Littleton, Surrey, North, Middle, and 

South Littleton, Worcestershire; Litlington, Cambridgeshire/Hertfordshire; Litlington, East Sussex. 
55

 Harvey, ODNB. 
56

 Roughly twenty-five miles. 
57

 WAM 5399, see 2.5.1. 
58

 Fourteen and sixteen miles respectively. 
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genuine skill of Litlyngton as agent. This element of his character is something that has been 

noted by various chroniclers and seems to have stretched throughout his career from monk to 

ŀōōƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ΨǿƘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΩ ώǘƘŜ ōǊƻthers].59  CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

ŀōōƻǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƻǿ ΨŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ Ƴƻƴƪ ƘŜ ώ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴϐ 

always spontaneously procured many good things for the said church and to the monastery was 

able to lend ŀ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘΦΩ60 

The Anonimalle Chronicle (1333-1381), another contemporary work believed to have been 

ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǘƭȅ ŀǎ 

John of Reading. Regarding a legal situation which involved Abbot Litlyngton attending 

ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ моту όŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿύ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨDƻŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜΩ ƻƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΦ61  

Writing at Westminster 1420-1465, Flete is open in his praise of Litlyngton, for example saying 

that he ΨōƻƭŘƭȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳΩΣ 62 and that he ƘŀŘ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ 

ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩΦ63 Like 

John of Reading, Flete ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ Ƴƻƴƪ ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦΩ64 The phrase is so like WƻƘƴ ƻŦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ CƭŜǘŜ ƘŀŘ ǳǎŜŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŜȄǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ history. Naturally, it 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴŀƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

qualification. However, even when allowing for the possible hyperbole of literary convention, 

particularly in Flete, the balance of judgement afforded by other sources show Litlyngton in a 

positive light.  

Having established that Litlyngton was considered by his contemporary and later authors to be a 

mediator of worth and moral stature, it is fitting to consider the events leading to this favourable 

reputation. As mentioned, whilst still a monk (c.1333-1350) Litlyngton had secured for the abbey 

the vacancies created by the deaths of Abbot Henley in 1344 and Abbot Bircheston in 1349.65 

Flete then notes that a third procurement of vacancy profits was secured when Litlyngton 
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 CJR, p. утΥ ΨƳŜŘƛŀƴǘŜ ŦǊŀǘŜ bƛŎƘƻƭŀƻ ŘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǉǳƛ ōƻƴŀ ǎŜƳǇŜǊ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǾƛǘ ŜƛǎŘŜƳΩΦ 
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 CJR, p. мрмΥ Ψǉǳƛ ŜǘƛŀƳ ǎƛƳǇƭŜȄ ƳƻƴŀŎƘǳǎ ǇƭǳǊŀ ōƻƴŀ ŘƛŎǘŀŜ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀŜ ǎŜƳǇŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜǳǎ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǾƛǘΣ ŀŘ 
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 Galbraith, p. мнпΥ ΨƳŜǎ ƭŀōōŜ ƴŜ ǇǳǊǊƻƛǘ ǘǊƻǾŜǊ ƎǊŀŎŜ en le roy ne en le conseil...Dieu prist graunde 

ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜΩΦ 
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 FHWA, p. мосΥ  Ψǉǳƛ ǾƛǊƛƭƛǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜƴǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛƛǎΩΦ 
63

 FHWA, p. 136-тΥ ΨhǇǘƛƳŜ ǎŜ Ƙŀōǳƛǘ ǇǊƻ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛƻƴŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎƛƻǊǳƳ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛŜƴǎƛǎ Ŝǘ 

libertate ecclesiasticaΩΦ 
64

 FHWA, ǇΦ мопΥ Ψǉǳƛ adhuc simplex monachus plura bona ecclesiae procuravit, (compare to n. 55). 
65

 CJR, p. 109; WAM 27322A; FHWA, p. 133.  
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himself became abbot after Abbot {ƛƳƻƴ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ departure, which was occasioned by the 

ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ 9ƭȅ ƛƴ моснΦ66 Also to be remembered is that in 1346 fratre 

Nicholao de Lithington67 had gained a royal grant of forgiveness for the Westminster house 

pardoning the escape of any prisoners who had been in the custody of the abbey gate-house.68  

Having distinguished himself as a monk, Litlyngton became prior in 1350 when the post became 

vacant for the third time in two years due to mortalities caused by the Black Death. He served in 

that position for twelve years, although not much is known of his time as prior. It is in his abbacy 

that the events that place him as a skilled mediator and political force occur.  

One particular occasion culminated ƛƴ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ 

ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ моту ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǇƛǘǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΥ 

John Wycliffe. The Hawley/Shakell affair, detailed below, is recorded in various chronicles 

including, The Anonimaille Chronicle, 1333 to 1381; the Chronica Majora 1376-1422 by Thomas 

Walsingham; the English Chronicle 1377 to 147169 (based on the Brut), and the Continuation of 

the Eulogium.70 !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ History of Westminster, Westminster 

!ōōŜȅΩǎ ŎŀǊǘǳƭŀǊȅ (Liber Niger), MS Bodley 596,71 and various entries in the Calendar of Close 

Rolls. Unfortunately, the date of the event means that it does not appear in either the 

ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƭŀǎǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ мопрΣ ƻǊ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ 

which comes to an abrupt halt in 1367. With the exception of the very brief entry in Bodley 

596,72 each of the chronicle reports, in varying degrees, leans in favour of the abbot.  

The chronicles record that in August 1378 Robert Hawley and John Shakell, imprisoned for 

complex political reasons involving hostages and ransoms,73 fled to Westminster Abbey for 

sanctuary, having escaped from the Tower of London. Being a matter of canon law, the right of 

sanctuary protected supplicants from secular jurisdiction and was intended to guarantee safety 
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 WAM 5420; FHWA, p. 134. 
67

 CJR, p. 103. 
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 CJR, p. 103. The abbey gatehouse functioned as a separate prison.  
69

 An English Chronicle of the Reigns of Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V and Henry VI, written before the year 

1471 ed. by, John Silvester Davies (London, 1856). 
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 Davies, p. 119. This section is a supplementary addition taken from the Continuation of the Eulogium, 
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 Oxford, Bodleian Library, Bodley 596, is a miscellany of manuscripts from different dates. Part A (c.1410) 
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within the church enclave, generally for a period of forty days.74 On this occasion the rights of 

sanctuary were violated and on 11 August,  ǿƘƛƭǎǘ aŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƳŜƴ 

forcibly removed Shakell and re-imprisoned him in the Tower. Even more dramatically, when the 

ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƳŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ IŀǿƭŜȅΣ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŜƴǎǳŜŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛǊŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ŀƭǎƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ƳŜƴŀŎŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴade to the monks who 

were celebrating mass there.75 

²ŀƭǎƛƴƎƘŀƳ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ψtƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩ76 and the Anonimaille chronicler 

records that as a result of the desecration no Mass was celebrated in the church until 

Christmas.77 Beyond the disruption to religious devotions at Westminster Abbey, the aftermath 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 

reflects positively on his capabilities as leader of his house and reveals no small skill in political 

manoeuvrings.  

²ŀƭǎƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ Chronica Majora account gives dramatic, even melodramatic, detail regarding the 

ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ όwŀƭǇƘ CŜǊǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ !ƭŀƴ 

Buxhill) were excommunicated by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Conversely, Walsingham gives a 

rather vague and scanty rendering of the subsequent unfurling of events, in which Litlyngton 

was to play a major role.78 Nicholas Litlyngton may not be mentioned by name, nor the details of 

the outcome disŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ discernable from 

the tone of the account, in which he makes an overt connection to the death of Thomas Becket 

ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƳŜƴ ΨǊŀǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎŎƘŀƴŀƭǎΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜǊŜnce to 

ƳŜƴΦΩ79 

The Anonimaille is more profitable for details of events after the violation; according to this 

ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊΣ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŜƴǎǳŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ 

Litlyngton condemned the act of desecration and floutƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

side was that as the abbey had protected men who were acting against the royal wƛƭƭ όΨŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜ 

ƭŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜ ƭŜ ǊƻȅΩύΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ŀƭƭ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
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abbey as well as remoǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ōƭŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŘƻƻǊ 

ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŀƛŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƛƴǎΩ όditz vadlettes) over to the king when requested, 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊƎǳŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ΨŘŜōǘƻǊǎ or 

ǘǊŀƛǘƻǊǎΩΦ80 Therefore, Abbot Litlyngton was enjoined to attend the Parliament to state his case. 

This issue of the imposition of secular jurisdiction over canon law was among the matters against 

which Litlyngton spoke before the commons at Gloucester where he maintained that the abbey 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƴƻƴŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΣ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴǎΩΦ81 Furthermore, 

ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊǎ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ƘŀƪŜƭƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

given back to the abbey from wheƴŎŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘΦ WƻƘƴ ²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΣ ΨǳƴŜ ƎǊŀǳƴŘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪ ŀ 

hȄŜƴŦƻǊŘΩ82 was summoned by the king to speak against the abbey on this matter of debtors and 

traitors not having the right to sanctuary, a subject upon which, according to the Anonimaille, he 

had often preached before. However, Litlyngton took the initiative to speak before Wycliffe and 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ CƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ΨƘŜ ώǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘϐ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦΩ83 

 Certainly, thanks to LitlyƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōǊŀǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊŦŜƛǘ ƛǘǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

What happened regarding Shakell remains unrecorded in the chronicles, although an entry from 

the Calendar of Close Rolls dated 17 September мотфΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ Ψ¢ƻ !ƭŀƴ ŘŜ .ǳȄƘǳƭƭ 

constable of the Tower of London, or to his lieutenant. Order to set free John Shakelle 

ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦΩ84   

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ The Anonimaille ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ψ ƭŜ Ǌƻȅ Ŝǘ 

soun counseil furount moult irrouse et graundement greve devers labbe et covent.Ω85 To be 

considered is that King Richard was still only twelve years of age at this time and the government 

of the realm was mainly in the hands of his uncle, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. Even so, 

John of Gaunt was in France at the time of the violation and the Continuator of the Eulogium 

ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ 
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ǎŜƴǘŜ ƳŜƴȅ ǘȅƳŜ͘ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳȅƴstre, forto appere befor him, and forto 

ŎŜŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎǳǊǎȅƴƎΩΦ86   

There is an interesting addition to this affair where, once again, Litlyngton sets a case before 

King Richard II and his council. After the defiling of the abbey by the bloody death of Hawley, it 

was proposed by the king on numerous occasions that the abbey should be re-ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘΥ ΨǘƘŀǘ 

ƘŜ ǎƘƻƭŘŜ ƘŀƭƻǿŜ ŀƎŀȅƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛǊŎƘŜΩΦ 87 However, Litlyngton objected to this on the grounds that 

the abbey had been miraculously consecrated by St Peter himself, 88 and therefore nothing could 

exceed that act.89 The Continuator of the Eulogium reports this occasion on which Litlyngton 

stood his ground once more against royal power.90 !ǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

upon past chronicles and charters held within the abbey, some of which are even copied into the 

Eulogium.91 There is some difficulty in identifying where the petitioning of the king took place; 

the chronicles which mention it do not specify whether it happened at the Parliament of 

Gloucester or on a separate occasion in London.92 

 

The Hawley/Shakell episode was of no small importance in England as attested by report of the 

affair in various chronicles beyond Westminster. Thanks to Flete we can see how remembrance 

of the occasion was literally set in stone by the abbey. Flete made a transcription of the verse93 

ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŀǿƭŜȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΥ 

 

M domini C ter septuaginta his dabis octo,   

Taurini celebrem plebe colente diem, 

hie duodena prius in corpore vulnera gestans, 

ense petente caput, Hawle Robertus obit. 

Cujus in interitu libertas, cultus, honestas 
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Planxit militia immunis ecclesiae. 94 

The year of our Lord 1370 to these add eight, 

While the people were celebrating the day of Taurinus, 

Here, first bearing twelve wounds in his body, 

A sword attacking his head, Robert Hawley died. 

Through his untimely death, liberty, religion and virtue 

Mourned for the sanctuary of the church from armed men.  

 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ōŜƘŜǎǘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

were written, but it would seem natural for the inscription to have been created as a 

commemoration within a reasonably short time of the occurrence. Furthermore, Flete records it 

in the section of his History ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ. It would also seem consistent 

ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǳƴǎǿŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΦ  

 

The power of the message comes from its having been deliberately created to act as an epitaph 

more for the rights of sanctuary than for Robert Hawley.95 In this inscription there is no attempt 

to eulogise Hawley or to engender ideas of martyrdom around him; the emphasis of the 

inscription is on thŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ 

the Commons in Gloucester. No names are mentioned in the text beyond Hawley and yet the 

condemnation of the perpetrators, whose identity would have been appreciated by readers, is 

openly apparent even so. The inclusion of the number of wounds highlights the vicious nature of 

the attack without recourse to melodramatic language. There is potency in the simple, economic 

use of words framed in the style of factual reportage which authoritatively informs the reader 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŀŎǊƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 

rights underlines the clear, straightforward message of the same significance conveyed, 

successfully, by Litlyngton in October 1378 at Gloucester. 

 

CƭŜǘŜΩǎ History ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŘŜǇǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ charged 

ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ IŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ !ōōƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

the royal palace of Westminster uƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ !ōōƻǘΩΦ96 CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 

ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƛǎƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛǎ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ 
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structurally completed in 1348.97 Flete is referring to an extended period of litigation which 

enǎǳŜŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

the authority of the abbot of Westminster rather than being an independent royal chapel.98 

Harvey reports that when in the reign of Richard II the dean and canons ƻŦ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ƻŦ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ǇǊŜŎƛƴŎǘΣ including the Palace of 

Westminster, ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŜƴǳƻǳǎ ŜȄŜǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴƪǎΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 

exactly victory, then at least an honourŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦΩ99 Flete pays tribute to the personal 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨƘŜ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ŎǳǊƛŀΩΦ100 Despite the length of litigation, 

according to FƭŜǘŜΣ ΨǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LL101 and other lords and 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ102 the matter was brought to a successful and mutually beneficial conclusion and a 

ΨōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΩΦ103  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ career allow us to gain a picture of a very capable man, 

well-versed in legal matters and obviously skilled in both mediation and the presentation of an 

argument. Certain situations discussed above are of a decidedly political nature which required a 

certain delicacy and subtlety of handling: buying a vacancy appropriated by the queen, 

ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƪƛƴǎƳŀƴ, ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

According to the mixed sources from which the information is garnered, the abbey seems aware 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ 

 

1.2.2: Virtus incitat: Courage 

The cases discussed above reveal not only [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ legal competence and ability to deal 

effectively with situations of high politics, but also many of them expose a degree of courage and 

a palpable protectiveness of his house and its various privileges. While more legalistic in the 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀƪŜƭƭκIŀǿƭŜȅ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΣ the abbot 
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showed an element of bravery.  This resolve is discernible in not yielding to the demands to 

render up the sanctuary seekers to armed soldiers. The steadfastness then extends to standing 

ŦƛǊƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WƻƘƴ ²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ Although the sources 

are somewhat vague on exactly what was said on this occasion, they are united in presenting the 

action as worthy of praise.  It seems that Litlyngton was not to be cowed by the nature of his 

adversary, including religious activists and royalty.     

There is also a record of a rather extraordinary episode of courageous spirit of a less political 

nature by Litlyngton in 1386. This surprising event is recorded in the Liber Niger which records 

that the King of France (Charles VI) made preparations to invade England but was stalled Ψōȅ 

DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ to adverse weather conditions.104 The book further states that 

!ōōƻǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ Ƴƻƴƪǎ όWƻƘƴ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ .ǳǊƎƘύ ΨŀǊǊŀȅŜŘ 

themselves in full armour, by common assent of the chapter (because it is lawful to fight for 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅύ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǎǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŀǎƘƻǊŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

expedition was disbanded. Widmore records that John CanterbǳǊȅΩǎ ŀǊƳƻǳǊΣ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 

its large size, was taken to London to be sold.105 Harvey considered the possibility that hauberks, 

ŎǳƛǊŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǘǘŜƭǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊ 

to this occasion.106 

Abbot Litlyngton was an elderly man of c. 71 and in the last year of his life at the time of this 

episode, which could make its veracity questionable. Unfortunately, the Liber Niger is the only 

witness to this event. Many of the [ƛōŜǊ bƛƎŜǊΩs records are supported by original documents 

held in the Muniments Room at the abbey. Whilst this fact does not completely verify the 

strange chapter note, it does show a level of reliability for the Liber Niger as a whole. 

In an Anglo-Norman French letter from Litlyngton to the king,107 dated 9 August and possibly 

from the same year, 108  the abbot replied to a request from Richard II for the loan of Edward the 

/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǎŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ excused himself for not 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ΨƭŜ ƴƻōƭŜ ǊŜƭƛƪ ƭŀƴŜƭ ǎŜƛƴǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ΨŀƎŜ Ŝǘ ŦŜōƭŜǎǎŜΩ 

(fig. 1.4 and Appendix B.3). It is interesting to consider why an old and infirm man might equip 

himself and offer his services in battle. LŦ Ƙƛǎ ΨfeblesseΩ was not manifest at the time of 
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ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ Ƙƛǎ ΨŀƎŜΩ was still considerably advanced for battle duties. Perhaps the occasion 

could be read that even if the flesh were too weak, then the courageous spirit, or at least the 

political gesturing, was commendably willing.109  

 

1.2.3: Nicholaus erat quoque structor : Builder  

.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻƴƪΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀōōƻǘ Ƙŀǎ 

manifold examples of the use of his skills and wealth to defend, promote, and enrich the abbey 

in a range of different ways. It is also true that in so doing he often took opportunities to raise 

his own profile with examples of permanent marks of his patronage for prosperity.  

The matter of mixed ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ a fascinating 

issue deserving serious consideration, and it runs as a thread through many of the aspects 

concerning Litlyngton as man and patron. The theme is discussed in detail in chapter two, with 

specific reference to Litlyngton as patron of his missal. However, the theme is also relevant here 

ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

he undertook, and how this reflects on his character. 

Litlyngton was not only the continuator of long-neglected building projects within the abbey 

church, but was also the instigator of new works of his own conception. Equally, just as he 

inherited unfinished works, some of his own projects were incomplete at the time of his death. 

Even so, Litlyngton managed to complete a whole series of works and it is mainly in connection 

to this that he is included in literature regarding Westminster Abbey.  

After the primary founder, Edward the Confessor, Henry III (1216-1272) is the most famed of the 

English medieval monarchs for his influence on the building of Westminster Abbey. In his 

veneration for the saintly king, Henry III envisaged an ambitious rebuilding of the abbey church 

in the Gothic style and work began on this in 1245. The three master masons responsible for 

supervising the work were Henry of Reyns, John of Gloucester, and Robert of Beverley.110 The 

ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōȅ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŜǇǘǎΣ Ŝŀǎǘ Ŝƴd, Chapter 

House, and five bays of the nave were completed. Work then effectively stopped for almost a 

century until Litlyngton, working from the original plans, re-commenced the building works using 
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generous donations from his predecessor, Simon Langham, and other monies. Work on the nave 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ IŜƴǊȅ Yevele finally completed the work in the reign of 

Richard II. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ IŜƴǊȅ LLLΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƻǘƘƛŎ ǇƭŀƴΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ 

interests in coƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 

buildings rather than with the church. In 1298 a serious fire in the abbey meant that many 

domestic buildings required reconstruction as a matter of necessity. Flete informs us: 

In the time of this Abbot, due to his diligence, there were built anew, from the very 

ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΤ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 

and southern parts, the buildings of certain officials, namely, bailiff, infirmarer, sacrist 

and cellarer; the great malthouse, with the tower there; the water-mill and the dam with 

its stone walls, and the stone walls of the infirmary garden. All these buildings were 

honourably built, financed by the Church, and especially by his predecessor Simon 

Langham.111 

Lƴ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

abbey church, neither is this omission amended by Widmore. The finishing of the rebuilding of 

the southern and western ranges of the cloisters saw the successful conclusion to a protracted 

project that had been struggling forward since the fire in 1298. 

wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ112 not 

ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ 

also provides transcriptions of documents relevant to its construction, cost, and various changes 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

that the woǊƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜ-

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ113 Luxford has stated that a fourteenth-

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǎǇŜƴŘ ŎƻǇƛƻǳǎƭȅΩΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘeir monastery, in 

order to preserve the witness of faith that the material aspect of a religious house presented.114 

²ƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭǎ 

inform us that work on the cloisters was begun ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

abbacy in 1362, and completed in 1365. Robinson tells us that even before his election to abbot, 
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ΨtǊƛƻǊ [ȅǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǎǘ ŎƭƻƛǎǘŜǊǎΦΩ115  

Although some of the rolls are missing,116 from the remaining accounts it is possible to ascertain 

that in 1367-8 Litlyngton paid towards the building of a new gate for the abbey, and that from 

c.1370-тф ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀǊŦŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǾǳƳ ŜŘƛŦƛŎƛǳƳΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ōŜing the 

ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ, the principal room, was added and in 

1383-4; a small cloister or covered way was constructed so that this camera could be reached 

without having to cross the hall.117  

The Jerusalem Chamber, now belonging to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, still has the 

original wooden ceiling, although this was restored in the 1950s.118 Currently the timbers bear 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƳƛǘǊŜ όǎŜŜ ŦƛƎΦ  1.рύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨwΩ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘard 

LLΣ ƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

decoration and how much is due to later additions and interpretations. An exception to the 

ƴƻǊƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǳsually crowned with the coronet (fig. 1.1), here transforms 

to a mitre motif. This ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀ 

mitre as opposed to a coronet, thus leading to some questioning of its authenticity in design. 

Furthermore, anachronistic inclusions of Tudor roses and portcullises also occur.119 However, it 

seems probable, taking into account other examples of the use of patronal marks within his 

building projects (discussed below), that the monogram and shield were present in some form in 

the Jerusalem Chamber.  

!ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǘŜƴǘ 

example of how he made a specific point of leaving reminders of himself as the instigator and 

patron of works in heraldry or moƴƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ Ƙŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊōŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǿƘƻ 

hold various shields. Two bear the arms of Westminster Abbey (i.e. those posthumously 

designed for Edward the /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊύΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ 

arms, and a further pair are the Despenser arms differenced by a bordure with six mitres (see fig. 

1.6). Interestingly, these shields are more akin to the arms used by Henry Despenser Bishop of 
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Norwich in his book and secretum (section 1.1.2 above and fig. 1.3); certainly the differencing 

mark on the Litlyngton shield had changed to the three fleur-de-lis or by the time of the 

Litlyngton Missal in 1383-4. 

 The shields have undergone various restorations and repainting. However, certain heraldic 

elements on the shields are modelled in relief, which points to their being the original design. 

Examples of the raised areas  include the six mitres on the bordured shield, the mitre and crozier 

that ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ, and the fret lines on the Despenser shield (figs 1.6, 1.7, and 

1.8).These raised elements would have acted as guidelines to later painters.  

It is generally assumed that the arms on the corbels (and the later additions on the north wall of 

the hall) were repainted based on the colours and motifs that had been present before. In The 

History and Antiquities of the Abbey Church of St Peter, Westminster  (published 1822), John 

Neale and Edward Brayley record that the arms on the corbels were those of Edward the 

/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŀƴŘ Ψ!ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΩΣ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƴŜǿ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ мунмΩΦ120 A watercolour of the room by R. 

Ackermann executed in 1816 shows the shields as coloured but it is not possible to discern 

details (fig. 1.9). College Hall was restored in 1960-61, although no details are given in the 

ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

1972, although the shields were only re-touched at this time as colour was still remaining.121 

Even so, it seems that at some point from the fourteenth to the twentieth century a mistake was 

made in the repainting of the corbels. The Despenser arms (without bordure) are shown with 

the second, third, and fourth quarters in fretwork or on a ground gules as opposed to the second 

and third quarters balanced by quarters one and four argent. Careful examination reveals that 

the raised lines do not extend into the fourth quarter at all (fig. 1.8). Furthermore, the bordured 

Despenser arms have gules first and fourth quarters instead of argent.   

Of less problematic authenticity, the windows of ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘŀƭƭΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƭŀȊŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ 

Payable122 and even now retaining some original glass, include the N.L. monogram in quatrefoils 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ 

figure also survives in a quatrefoil and Lethaby reasonably surmised that the three windows of 
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the hall, which contain quatrefoil tracery, all held a design made up from the monograms and 

saints.123  

The personal stamp of Abbot Litlyngton is not merely held within the privacy of his own rather 

ŦƛƴŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 

hand. The refectory had tiles decorated with the crowned monogram and, in a show of royal 

loyalty, the bosses at vault rib intersections in the cloisters are recorded as being lions and roses 

alongside another of the Despenser arms.124 However, the first vault boss in the cloister reveals 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

the noble Despenser family. Although in its present state only the coronet is recognisable (fig. 

1.ммύ [ŜǘƘŀōȅΩǎ ǎƪŜǘŎƘΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфнрΣ125 of the circular boss (fig. 1.10) has at its centre N.L. 

surmounted by a coronet, the whole of which is framed by a circular collar which contains eight 

indistinct motifs.126 Running across the top of the curve of the boss is a hunting scene in which a 

deer is pursued by a hound against a backdrop of carved foliage indicating a wood or forest. Not 

only does the coronet make known that the abbot is a member of a noble household, but the 

carving reveals that he has a personal interest in hunting, an activity strongly associated with 

nobility.127 .ƻǘƘ [ŜǘƘŀōȅ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

collar was bought for ŀ ƘŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘǳǊŘȅΩ ƛƴ мосфΦ128 More intriguing still, the accounts show 

that in 1368 a wax falcon was bought to be given as a votive offering for a sick falcon.129 In his 

keeping of hounds and hunting birds we catch a glimpse of Litlyngton as the nobleman abbot, 

comfortable with certain customs of his class, as well as head of a monastic house. Furthermore, 

this inventive rendering of his monogram reveals that Litlyngton was content to be remembered 

in this nobleman role. 

As a final matter in connection to his building projects, Litlyngton took the opportunity 

presented by his abbacy to repair three of the demense manor houses which were available for 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǳǎŜΦ CƭŜǘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ Ψ!ƭǎƻ ƘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴƻǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

had been ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎŀƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦΩ130 Although this might 

ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛǎŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻōƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ŎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ǳǘǘƻƴ-under-Brailles, Pyrford, and 

5ŜƴƘŀƳΦ IŀǊǾŜȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƻǊ-houses as 

ΨǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΩ ƛǎ ΨōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƭŀƛŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀōōŀŎȅΦΩ131 

Certainly, Litlyngton was not the first, or last, abbot to treat abbey houses as private retreats and 

places to hunt, nor the only one to make extensive alterations to suit his tastes.  

Taken together the sources reveal that Litlyngton was the most active builder-abbot of 

Westminster of the middle ages. As might be expected from a man who had already shown 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ 

promotion of the abbey through structural improvements and physical glorification did not 

flourish at the cost of thŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ ǎŀǿ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 

prosperity for the abbey.  

 

1.2.4: Prudentia monet: Money-handling and Estate Building   

 [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ŀōōƻǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ of the 

abbey that had begun to take place during the abbacy of Simon Langham (1349-1362) before the 

ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦ132 Westminster Abbey benefitted from the consecutive 

administration of two able men at a time when strong financial guidance was necessary.  In 1349 

Abbot Simon Bircheston, whom John of Reading describes as an extravagant abbot,133and 

twenty-six monks died of plague.134 The abbey, like many landowners of this period, 

encountered problems with the fall in land values and maintenance of farm estates due to 

mortality of servants and tenants.135Additionally, abbey finances were already stretched due to 

building reparations. Therefore, soon after his election in 1349, Langham sold from the abbey 

ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ΨƳŀƴȅ ƧŜǿŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ . . . to the true value of £315. моǎΦ уŘΦΩ 136 to create 

immediate relief from the accumulated debts, which Flete informs us had risen to 2,200 marks 

by the death of Bircheston.137 Harvey recognised the importance of the personal fortunes of 

these two leaders in terms of the abbey finances ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ 
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ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΥ ΨNicholas de Litlington, who was one of the very few well-born abbots 

ever to preside at Westminster and who continued to command great resources after taking the 

habit, must have seemed providential to the hard-ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ.138 We have already 

ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ own funds for building projects. Similarly, Langham was 

generous with the monies he assumed through his office as Treasurer of the Exchequer and his 

ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΦ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

to Westminster Abbey both during his lifetime and at his death allowed, in no mean part, 

Litlyngton to undertake some of the projects for which he was later famed. 

However, personal patronage from the private fortunes of Langham and Litlyngton forms only 

one part of the economic success of these abbots. They were also both able managers with 

financial foresight. Litlyngton, in particular, was active in acquiring property for the abbey so as 

to increase its income. Harvey perceived this in her detailed examination of the estates of 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ-purchases highlights two periods 

when acquisitions were at their height: the first was from abbots Berkyng to Wenlock (1222-

молтύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ L± ƻŦ 

her study is a compilation of documentary evidence drawn from Westminster Abbey 

Muniments, Calendar of Patent Rolls, Flete, and the Liber Niger and records the major purchases 

of property under the subheadings of individual abbots.139  Harvey recorded nineteen purchases 

of land in the abbacy of Litlyngton (twenty-four years) and eight under Langham (thirteen 

years).140 These figures do not fully reveal ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀƴŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ 

Prior Litlyngton. Lands in Benfleet (Essex), Knightsbridge, Kensington, Chelsea, Eye (Middlesex), 

ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƘŀƳ όYŜƴǘύ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ōōƻǘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 

tǊƛƻǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

abbacy were achieved through ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ141 

In addition to his investment in land, Litlyngton seems to have understood the essential nature 

of record keeping and legal exactitude. The Liber Niger alone has numerous examples of his 

involvement with contracts, indentures, letters, and charters dealing with matters of lease 

agreement, purchases, fines, property disputes, quitclaims, mortmain, and receiving of gifts. 

Furthermore, in some cases, the same matter may have multiple documentations which record 
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minor changes and permutations.142 A reading of some of these records shows that although 

well appraised on legal rights and a fierce defender of the ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ does not 

appear to have been inflexible or lacking common sense and compromises in situations where a 

continuation of legal wrangling would have become unprofitable. As an example, the Liber Niger 

notes an indenture made between Nicholas Litlyngton and John Dichford on problems 

concerning certain boundaries, a watercourse, and fishing rights.143 The Liber Niger notes that 

Ψ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǊƛǎŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ƻƳΦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ όŘŜ [ƛǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴύ 

Abbat of Westminster and John Dichford...after diligent contract between the parties, the 

ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦΩ Lƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ Ŧor himself, and his successors, that John and 

his heirs should have the watercourse and the right to fish in it for a sum of 8d. a year. With 

characteristic legal exactness, the contract states that the abbots and their officers shall have the 

right to fish whenever it may suit them within a certain stretch of the stream. Also, should the 

rent fall into arrears, then the grant would be withheld until full satisfaction be made. Although 

Litlyngton is presumably not personally responsible for drawing up contracts by the time of his 

abbacy, he would have been involved at some level.  

 [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

financial matters, and thus to try to forestall them by recognising them in legal documents, also 

reflects in his forward thinking in making future financial provision at the beginning of new 

ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƭȅ ǘƻ 

provide endowments for founding anniversaries to the memory of his parents and himself.144 It 

was usual for an endowment to be made to pay for anniversaries to disburse for prayers, 

masses, and alms. However, not all abbots provided anniversary payments through such extra 

ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ existing resources in some way. Simon Bircheston 

(1344-пфύ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŦŀƛǊΣ as indeed had Walter of 

Wenlock in 1307, whereas both Langham and Litlyngton provided endowments through land-

purchase.  

Abbot Litlyngton even had the foresight to supply ten marks annually to allow for repairs to a set 

of fine vessels that he gifted to the abbey refectory in 1378.145 Even here Litlyngton covers every 

eventuality as there is a further statement in the document preventing abuse of the 

maintenance fund. It sets out that should the vessels not survive intact, then the abbot in office 

at the time could take back the reparations money for his own treasury. Further, he also ensures 
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that the gifts should not leave the abbey by adding the proviso that the donated vessels should 

be returned to the treasurer of the said church (Westminster Abbey) and thus be preserved in 

perpetuity for future abbots.146 

Some of this attention to detail can probably be accounted for by pro forma customs. However, 

ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ ŀǊŜ 

particularly numerous, which itself reflects diligence and exactitude in matters relating to 

management. Harvey noted that Litlyngton is one of three abbots to have the fullest abbatial 

records in the whole history of the monastic community at Westminster.147 The high number of 

documents from his abbacy provides us with evidence with which to interpret another facet of 

his character: namely, as benefactor to the abbey. 

 

1.2.5: In vita tibi det: Abbey Benefactor 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƻŘŜǎΥ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ 

and objects. Through his gifts it is possible to further discern already discussed elements of his 

character. His role as builder overlaps with his persona of benefactor, which in turn intersects 

with an undoubted desire to be remembered, as evidenced by the use of his shield and 

ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴds for the 

abbey from personal funds, although undoubtedly to the long term benefit of Westminster and 

demonstrating good business sense, was usually linked to endowments for anniversaries of 

remembrance and even a proposed chantry chapel in Westminster Abbey.148 This dual purpose 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ 

of physical items to the house. 

The Litlyngton Missal is an obvious example of a generous gift given with every intention of both 

enriching the abbey by its possession whilst simultaneously allowing the benefactor to be known 

as a generous donor (see chapter two). Other than his Missal, the gift for which Litlyngton is best 

known is the plate he donated to the abbey in 1378, and here too is a reciprocal giving and 

receiving.  

The giving of plate is recorded through the original donation document (WAM 9471), the Liber 

Niger (f.85b), and Flete, p.135.  The original document recording the gift still exists in good 

condition complete with bƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǎŜŀƭ όŦƛƎΦ 1.12). The gift consisted of three 
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sections: firstly, forty-eight trenchers, two chargers, twenty-four salt-cellars, weighing one 

hundred and four pounds, given for daily use in the refectory, and not elsewhere;149 secondly, 

twenty-four trenchers, twelve salt-cellars and two chargers, all weighing forty pounds, to be 

ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ150 Thirdly, for the use of those abbots who should succeed him, a set of 

silver-gilt plate consisting of twenty-four dishes, twelve salt-cellars, four chargers of silver, 

weighing sixty-four pounds; two silver pots for wine, weighing eight pounds; one silver bowl with 

a gilded ewer costing 100 solidi; twelve silver plates weighing ten pounds; two basins with two 

silver ewers, weighing ten pounds; and two small silver basins without piscinas, weighing seven 

pounds. Taken altogether the gifts of the vessels are worth the weight of £243, with the 

allowance of £6 13s 4d as an upkeep provision.151 For a sense of scale, the total cost of the 

deluxe Litlyngton Missal was £34 4s. 7d. As Harvey pointed out, through his gift, Litlyngton 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

Ψƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦΩ152 

The generosity of the gift is undoubted, and rendered all the more precious as the abbey had 

ǎƻƭŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ŀǘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

.ƭŀŎƪ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мопфΦ ¸Ŝǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ his building 

projects, the wish to be remembered as the giver plays an important part in the giving itself. 

Recorded in the original donation document are careful details on how the gifts of vessels to the 

refectory, misericord, ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƭl bear a crowned N.L. monogram. As well as 

asserting this fact for each set of plate, the document also specifically points out that the initial N 

is for Nicholas and L is for Litlyngton.153 In addition to having his monogram as a constant 

reminder to a succession of dining monks and abbots, the document also records that for the 

ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǎΣ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ Ψaŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ƻŦ Abbot 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ 
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ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǇƭȅΣ Ψ!ƳŜƴΩΦ154 Daily individual prayers for the soul, extra to those on specific 

anniversary days, could be judged as ample recompenǎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǘŜ 

to his house.  

Flete gives more detail regarding this donation than for any other single matter that he discusses 

ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

document as to safely assume that Flete was part copying, part paraphrasing it. However, this 

alone would not account for the length of the entry as other donations and events which also 

have accompanying documentation are not treated in the same way. As one example, the 

financial details of the Litlyngton Missal (WAM 24265*) are not expanded upon by Flete, in fact 

the entry regarding this opulent gift is a mere six words:  Ψmagnum autem missale dedit summo 

ŀƭǘŀǊƛΩΦ155 Therefore, the quantity of lines and attention to detail is an indication not only of the 

value, but also of the importance that Flete accords to the gift. 

Litlyngton was also generous in gifts given for use in the abbey church, aside from the missal. A 

1388 inventory of Westminster Abbey vestry, now at Canterbury Cathedral Archives, is an 

invaluable source for understanding just how much Litlyngton donated to the church and how 

his giving compares to that of other benefactors.156 In the 1890 commentary on his edition of 

this manuscript, John Wickham Legg noted that Litlyngton is the benefactor named the most 

times: twenty-nine occasions, while Simon Langham is second most named with twenty 

occasions.157 !ƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 

is that the scribe revertǎ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ΨbΦ[ΦΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΤ 

this is not done for any other donor. The list gives some details of ornament of the objects and 

ƴƻǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭƳǳŎŜǎΥ Ψ!ƭƳƛŎƛŀ ǎǳnt duo de 

DǊȅǎ ǉǳƻǊǳƳ ǇǊƛƳǳƳ ƻǇǘƛƳǳƳ Ŝǎǘ ŜȄ Řƻƴƻ bƛŎƘƻƭŀƛ [ȅǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŀōōŀǘƛǎΦΩ158 (There are two grey 

almuces, the best one of which is a gift from Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton). 

The inventory is divided into seven parts, and then sub-divided into chapters. The prima pars of 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

donations figure highly and generously here including: an ornamented silver crozier, a pair of 
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gloves with monials , buskins, a grey almuce, several rochets, and surplices. Flete mentions a 

white trimmed mitre worth a hundred marks as well as the crozier, which he gives the value of 

fifteen pounds.159 The crozier, or pastoral staff, is described in some detail in the inventory and 

has two scenes in the curve: the Assumption of Mary on one side and John the Evangelist and 

Edward the Confessor on the other. An additional embellishment is an angel holding the initials 

N.L;160 [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƭō ƘŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΦ161 

!ǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻther benefactions it is possible to see a multiple motivation behind his 

donations. As an abbot at Westminster, Litlyngton held the right to wear a mitre in processions 

and to use a pastoral staff. Indeed, based on the details from the sources, on certain occasions at 

Westminster Abbey, Nicholas Litlyngton could feasibly have appeared vested in garments 

bearing his arms and holding a crozier with his monogram, while the service would have been 

conducted using a missal with both his arms and monograms, and a chalice and pax also bearing 

N.L.162 Hence, the fine objects recorded as gifts, could perhaps be viewed as luxury 

accoutrements for his own particular position as abbot and nobleman.  

Luxford discussed the difficult period for the Benedictines in the later Middle Ages and how, in 

many cases, self-promotion was adopted as a protective policy against decline.163 In agreement 

with [ǳȄŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ 

ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ actions and is, I will argue, also identifiable in the 

iconography of the Litlyngton Missal (chapter tǿƻύΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 

through building works, extension of abbey lands, and donation of items of worth and beauty for 

the monastery and church is further evidence of his attitude of protection towards the abbey.  

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ CƭŜǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

he bequeathed to the chapel of those abbots who should follow him everything 

necessary for the said chapel; that is to say, vestments and other priestly adornments, 

chalices, a thurible, an incense-box, bell, basin and pyx, all silver and gilt, to remain there 

for all time, for divine service.164 
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angelo in minibus tenente caracterem predicti domini Nicholai Lytlyngton. Vidilicet bΦ[ΦΩ 
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!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

items were for the chapel reserved for abbots, either in the newly constructed house, or as a 

private chapel within the church. Hence, while presumably reaping the benefit of using the gifts 

during his own abbacy (the date of the donation is not recorded) Litlyngton left a 

comprehensively equipped chapel ready for his successors. Flete also tells how Abbot Litlyngton, 

as well as the Litlyngton Missal, had other service books made and gave them to the chapel for 

future abbots, and also to the infirmary.165 tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ 

practical need as the infirmary was rebuilt during his abbacy after the fire of 1298. Even the 

donation of the plate to the refectory, misericord, ŀƴŘ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

ŦƭŀƳōƻȅŀƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ мопфΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜŜŘΩ 

for plate is a moot point. 

As a final act of benefaction, Pearce records that 1 April 1375 Litlyngton was granted a Papal 

dispensation to dispose of his moveable property166 and WAM 5446 documents the distribution 

of his effects after his death in November 1386. Provisions included payment of 48s. to two 

students at Gloucester College at Oxford, where Benedictine houses, each individually 

responsible for supporting its own students, sent their student monks. Litlyngton also 

bequeathed £4 8s. 10d. towards the building of a chapel at the college priory; the chapel was 

still unfinished in 1426.167 Harvey emphasised how private benefactions to the abbey were 

infrequent, small, and even possibly discouraged by the knowledge that the abbey was in receipt 

of royal patronage, sporadic and unfulfilled as this often was.168 Such facts help to delineate the 

level of generosity shown by Litlyngton and his predecessor Langham, although, as seen, the 

mutual benefits created by acts of benefaction indicate an almost transactional process rather 

than simple altruism.  

 

1.2.6: Si liceat laudare virumΥ ¢ƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ /ǊƛǘƛŎǎ 

Lƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

later sources, however, some sources contain instances of criticism; in two cases these are in 
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death were armour, bows, arrows, and catapults, which may be the effects with which Litlyngton had 

equipped himself earlier in the year (see 1.2.2). 
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relation to the benefactions of Langham. At his death, Langham bequeathed plate and 

vestments and money to the abbey, along with all of his books, the total worth of which Edward 

Carpenter reckons to be c. £7,600.169 Langham gave £400 to the fabric fund of Westminster 

Abbey and bequeathed all the debts owed to him at the time of his death, a sum that Harvey 

calculated as being c. £975.170  

The first example of criticism against Litlyngton is in the Liber Niger.171 The episode relates to a 

ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƭŜƴǘΩ ǘƻ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΦ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

incident ŀǎ ŀ ΨƎƻǎǎƛǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻƛǎǘŜǊΦΩ172 And yet, as an item found in the Westminster 

Abbey cartulary, the report presumably references a Chapter note or document as opposed to 

mere hearsay. Indeed, the already noted reliability of the Liber Niger speaks for treating the 

matter seriously.  

According to the Liber Niger  entry, Litlyngton asked the prior and convent for some lead, which 

had come from the old part of the church, so that he might use it as a roof for his new buildings, 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƛǎŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

(1376) money was given to the abbey and placed in the vestry under two keys, one of which was 

held by the abbot and the other by an unnamed person. Unbeknownst to the convent, this 

money was taken by the executors (Litlyngton and an unnamed other). When the convent, in 

ǘǳǊƴΣ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ 

However, when Prior Richard Merston came with the brethren to take the money, they found no 

more than a hundred shillings and thus received nothing in return for their lead.173   

Having already primed us that this episode is cloister gossip, Robinson, in his translation of this 

episode, ƛǎ ƪƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ŀǘƛƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ  ΨǉǳƻŘ ŎǳƳ 

factum fuisset dicti executores prefati cardinalis statuto quondam die venerunt et acceperunt 

ǘƘŜǎŀǳǊŀƳ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘǳƳ ƴŜǎŎƛŜƴǘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘǳΩ ŀǎ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳsed; but the 

ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣΩ  ! ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ψ!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ 

when it had been done [the treasure locked in the vestry] the aforesaid executors [Nicholas 

Litlyngton and the unnamed other key holder] of the aforesaid former cardinal, one day, 

ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘΣ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜǎŀƛŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘΩ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

treasure.  
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Indeed, the language in the report is against Litlyngton. The Liber Niger ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƛǎ Ψ5Ŝ ǇƭǳƳōƻ 

ǇǊŜǎǘƛǘƻ ŀōōŀǘƛ bΦ [Φ ǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘǳƳ Ŝǘ ƴƻƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀǘƻΩΥ ΨwŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ bΦ 

[Φ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΩΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ softens the language by calling this 

ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩΦ An example of the ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ frank language 

comes when in the body of the text the Liber Niger ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΩ όŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛ ǎǳƴǘ Ŝǘ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎeiving money. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŘŜŎŜǇǘƛΩ ƛǎ 

particularly leading. Thus, although we cannot know that Litlyngton used the money badly or for 

his own ends, we can know that the prior and convent were not satisfied and felt that their 

abbot had not reimbursed them for the lead given in good faith of later repayment. The matter 

is undated in the Liber NigerΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мотс ό[ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 

death) and 1378-9, the date of the next item in the cartulary. 174 It is interesting to note that the 

elaborate gift of the plate was made by Litlyngton to the abbey in May 1378: is it possible that 

this benefaction had the additional motive of being an act of appeasement? 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ the abbey, 

is raised by Widmore in his 1721 An History of the Church of St Peter, Westminster in which 

Widmore makes a legitimate point regarding Litlyngton and his building projects. Firstly 

²ƛŘƳƻǊŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψbƻ ŀōōƻǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΩΦ175 He then 

goes on to give a comprehensive list all of the building work with which Litlyngton was involved; 

an impressive list, which seems thoroughly researched and more complete than the one 

included in Flete, although still not mentioning the nave. However, Widmore then remarks that 

as Litlyngton was chiefly enabled to carry out these extensive projects by the donation of funds 

ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ǘƘŜƴ Ψhe should have put some memorial of the cardinal upon the buildings; as he 

Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŀǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻȅǎǘŜǊ ŀǊŎƘŜǎΦΩ176 

!ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭding projects has already been 

demonstrated ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

life and death did provide the capital which allowed the high level of re-building to take place at 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅΤ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ²ƛŘƳƻǊŜΩǎ  ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀ ŘŜōǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-founded 

one. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǎƭƛƎƘǘΩ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

century. 
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In point of ŦŀŎǘΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ǇǊƛƻǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΩ177 of 

allowing Litlyngton an anniversary whilst still only a prior, in recognition of the improvements to 

abbey estates from his own funds.178 Further, that they worked in complementary fashion is 

emphasised by the similar mode of leadership that the two employed regarding the business 

affairs of Westminster Abbey. Also, once Langham had left the abbey, examples of 

ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

letters are of an unofficial nature, often concerning finances and building works at the abbey. 

One dated 15 !ǇǊƛƭ όмотпύ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ΨwŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ψ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ ŀōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ 

very dear ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩΦ179  Finally, Litlyngton was named executor of [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ180  

{ƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

[ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭΩǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǘƘǳǎƛŀƴ 

church of St Mary Magdalene in Avignon, which he had founded. However, after three years his 

ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ΨōǳǊƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ 

ǘƻƳō ƻŦ ŀƭŀōŀǎǘŜǊΩΦ181 ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴatter is unknown, but as a 

ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƻǊ ƻŦ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

not unreasonable to suppose that he was involved to some degree.182 The master mason, Henry 

Yevele, was responsible for the construction of the tomb, which cost nearly £100, signalling that 

Litlyngton accorded his respect to his predecessor, and a great benefactor of the abbey.  

The final matter to be discussed in terms of ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

where the discussion of him began: his lineage. Obviously the matter of nobility is not a negative 

feature in itself, but it is examined in terms of how it might have been seen as detrimental to his 

role as abbot. Both Carpenter and Harvey addressed this matter with Carpenter explicitly 

proposing that Litlyngton had received the post of abbot as a direct result of his nobility.183 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ IŀǊǾŜȅ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ΨƘƛƎƘ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

monastic ŎǳǊǎǳǎ ƘƻƴƻǊǳƳΩ.184 IŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ point is persuasive: despite having served the monastery 

well as a monk, Litlyngton became prior only when the position fell vacant for the third time in 

two years, having been overlooked on two previous occasions.  Other factors that aided his 

appointment more than his lineage are the depletion of monks due to the Black Death and also 

that his election took place probably more quickly than expected as Abbot Langham left the 

abbey due to promotion. Had Langham remained as abbot until his death, [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩs election 

to the abbacy would have taken place in 1372, by which time he would have been roughly 60 

years of age: hardly a meteoric rise eased by rank. 

IŀǊǾŜȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴ Ǌƻƻǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

twice passed over for priorship in 1349; records show that aristocratic recruits were rare at 

Westminster.185 Harvey argued ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǿŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǳōƛǉǳƛǘƻǳǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŀƭdry in his 

building projects and gifts to the abbey.  The fear of an aristocrat being a nominal abbot whilst 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻōƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ have been a factor which mitigated against his appointment. 

However, whilst elements of his high beginnings can easily be traced throughout his career, 

habits, and patronal markings, the post of abbot was obviously not a sinecure and Litlyngton 

appears to have been present at the convent more than the majority of his predecessors and his 

immediate successor.186 

 

1.3: Endings  

 

1.3.1:  Nunc Nicholaus Mortes:  Epitaph 

Litlyngton died 29 November 1386 at the manor house La Neyte in modern-day Pimlico.187 His 

tomb, now lost, was in the chapel of St Blaise at Westminster Abbey, the southern section of 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ tƻŜǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦ Flete describes Litlyngton as being interred under a level marble slab, 

which was becomingly ornate.188 Flete noted the epitaph, the earliest known record of the text, 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ōȅ ²ƛŘƳƻǊŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ-stone seems to 

ōŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎΦΩ189 

Although it cannot be known to what degree, if at all, Nicholas Litlyngton was instrumental in 

the writing of his own epitaph, it is nevertheless a valuable text. If he was involved in its 

composition, and this is not unlikely to the point of openly dismissing the idea, it is instructive in 

understanding his self-perception. On the other hand, if the verse was composed independently 

of him, then it is equally as important as the first known written source which reflects upon the 

life of the man at the centre of this study. In such a way, it is enlightening in revealing what his 

fellow monks at Westminster either felt he should be remembered for, or at least how they 

thought he would like to be remembered.  

Thus far, the epitaph, beyond being recorded in Flete, Dugdale, and Widmore, has been 

undiscussed by scholars. Dugdale includes it in his Monasticon Anglicanum (1655-1673), which 

he attributes to being taken from a fourteenth century source, Richard Sporley, a monk at 

Westminster from c.1340-1390. In all probability, and according to both Widmore and Robinson, 

{ǇƻǊƭŜȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƭŜǘŜΩǎ History and the authorship was mistakenly 

ascribed to him.190 

In the various publications of the epitaph there is some inconsistency regarding the wording of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƛƴŜΦ !ǊƳƛǘŀƎŜ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ alba (dawn), Dugdale omits the word 

completely, and Widmore uses abba (abbot, father). Translation A is made from wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ 

edition of Flete whilst Translation B gives the alternative from the Latin proposed in Widmore.191 

Si liceat laudare virum post fata, perhenni 

Aere tuos sonet, alba pious ut versus honores, 

Facta, genus, mores, pietas, prundentia, virtus, 

Poscunt, urget, avent, suadet, monet, incitat, atque. 

Os, ratione , manus, aures, vaga lumina, gressus 

Subtrahis a viccis, morum gravitate modestus. 

Constantur pro jure Dei bellans tua virtus 

Contulit exemplar aliis pastoribus igens. 

Sentiat alma parens Litlyngton nunc Nicholaus 

Mortes quod in vita tibi det devotus amavit. 
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Fit fatata dies penultima mense Novembri 

C. ter, et x. Ter, et l.m.sex hujus necis annus. 

 

Translation A: 

If it is allowed to praise a man after death, 

Let the dawn sound pious honours in everlasting brass.  

Your deeds, lineage, morals, duty, prudence, courage   

Demand, presses, rejoice, persuades, teaches, incites.  

You withdraw your mouth, hands, ears, wandering eyes, feet  

From sin by reason through dignified modesty. 

Constantly fighting for the duty of God your virtue 

Offers a great model to other clerics.  

Perceive, nourishing mother, that devoted Nicholas Litlyngton now 

Shall give to you through death that which he loved in life. 

The penultimate day of the month of November was the fateful day, 

Three hundreds, and three tens, and one thousand and fifty-six this was the year of his death. 

 

Translation B:  

If it is allowed to praise a man after death in everlasting brass, 

Let this verse sound your pious honours O Abbot. 

 

This version would make sense if we could assume that either the epitaph or, more likely, a 

figure of Litlyngton had been executed in brass on the tomb slab.  

 

Written in dactylic hexameter, the tone is noticeably poetic and employs an interesting literary 

technique, which probably gives an indication of the verse being set out on the stone in a block 

with the line breaks as shown in Flete. The list of virtues on line three corresponds to a list of 

verbs in line four. Each noun sits directly over the verb with which it is in agreement; a subtlety 

which would be lost if the epitaph were not set out as a verse.  Another literary technique is the 

use of the trope of body parts (line 5) as a vehicle for praise. This not only describes [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

whole being as being involved in his virtuous actions, but also makes a contrasting allusion to the 

body when animate and the body inanimate laid beneath the marble slab.  

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

particular words and phrases render up more meaning than they otherwise would and for this 

reason I have used them in my subtitles for this chapter. In the list of virtues (line three) genus 
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and virtus όƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜύ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ evidently a matter of 

some pride to him, as conveyed through his noted use of the Despenser arms and his crowned 

monogram. Courage used here is a reminder of the various occasions in which he stood firm for 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ  [ƛƴŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ 

fighting (bellens) for the duty of God; this may be a further reference to his championing of 

monastic rights. However, by using the term bellens, fighting as opposed to striving, for example, 

there is a direct connection to the noun of war (bellum). This could be construed as a connection 

ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǊƳ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΤ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ 

earlier in the very same year. LƛƴŜ ǎƛȄ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƳƻŘŜǎǘȅΦ 

Although there are limitations to recreating a character from the past through various primary 

sources, it is probably fair to say that the evidence encountered points away from Nicholas 

Litlyngton being an overtly modest man. 

There is much in the nature of the text which is standard in its emphasis on praise, as might be 

expected in an epitaph.  After all, tombstones never have been a forum for a frank discussion of 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

totally lacking in those of the other abbots recorded by Flete, with the one exception of Thomas 

IŜƴƭŜȅΩǎΦ192 The epitaph of his immediate predecessor, Langham, reads as a businesslike listing 

of the official positions he held with merely one line of expression of grief.193 !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 

tomb ǿŀǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ. Unfortunately, Flete does not give details of the 

decoration on the tomb, but it is intriguing to speculate whether it included examples of 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘƛŎ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ 

Interestingly, a second epitaph, not mentioned in Flete, is included by Dugdale and Widmore. 

Dugdale cited it as ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜŜǾŜǊ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ a{ ƛƴ {ƛǊ wƻōŜǊǘ /ƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦΩ194 It 

seems probable that it was inscribed around the edges of the slab, whilst the main epitaph verse 

was possibly seǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǘƻƳōΦ195 
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in Rome/Afterwards he was made bishop of Praeneste/And was sent hither as a papal Nuncio/The world 
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Magdalene/ In the year of Christ 1376/May God absolve him from all evil deeds/ And through the merits 
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In this house Nicholas was leader and also builder 

And for himself then a seat and house he built in heaven 

Once thousand, three hundred eighty-six was the year  

When that abbot died filled with divine spirit 

The fifth day shall be his rest in the end of November 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƛŜǘȅΦ196 

 

Most obvious here is the mention of ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻŦ 

Westminster Abbey was such a large part of his achievements that reference to the fact is 

conspicuous by its absence in the main epitaph.  It is therefore fitting that it should be 

mentioned specifically elsewhere on his tomb. It is even more fitting that having constructed the 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ within the abbey grounds this fact is acknowledged and explicitly 

mirrored in the text as a deed worthy enough to also secure spiritual accommodation in heaven. 

 

1.3.2:  Conclusion 

What becomes clear from an assessment of this appraisal of Nicholas [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

qualities is that from the fourteenth century to the present day, commentators and scholars 

concur that he acquitted himself well, despite what opinions they might hold regarding his 

lineage and behaviour. Records show that standƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 

beginnings, Litlyngton completed the reversal of the dark period of poor finances and lowered 

number of brethren that the abbey had endured before and during the Black Death. Not only did 

he use his private funds to achieve the return of the abbey to financial health, but the numbers 

of monks also increased to almost the level before the decimation of the fraternity caused by 

the plague years.197 His determination to complete the abbey renovations, as witnessed by the 

immediate beginning of projects from his very first year as abbot, means that his impression 

ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ 

were highly instrumental in the accomplishment of building even if the level of results was 

ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŜŜǊŜŘ ōȅ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜΦ 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŀƛŘ ōȅ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΦ 

Not only should Litlyngton be given full credit for his own abilities as an able man of business, 

law, and diplomacy, but his protection and promotion of the abbey through difficult political 

situations was due, on at least one occasion, not only to astuteness, but to personal courage in 

the face of adversity. 

The greatest difficulty in character judgement comes when dealing with Litlyngton as abbey 

benefactor. His generosity is documented and undoubted, and whilst it would be unfair, and too 

simplistic, to adjudge all his gifts as stemming from ulterior motives, there does seem to have 

been an opportunism running alongside some of his donations. The convent as a community 

undoubtedly benefitted from the new buildings at Westminster, but so, most conspicuously with 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŘƛŘ ƘŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘoughtful, gift of 

plate was for the benefit of all contemporary and future brothers and abbots, but given with a 

proviso that meant that each day the whole convent would say a personal prayer for his soul.  

Litlyngton took the opportunity to emblazon his gifts with marks of his nobility, demonstrating 

that despite our uncertainty regarding the exact nature of his relationship to the Despenser 

family, Litlyngton was emphatic in identifying himself both with the heraldry and, arguably, 

through it. Beyond pride in his lineage, Litlyngton displayed multiple motivations in his frequent 

use of patronal marks: declaration of sponsorship and benefaction, desire to be commemorated, 

and seeking prayers for his soul.  These and additional reasons are discussed in specific relation 

to his patronage of the Litlyngton Missal in the next chapter. However, one clear message that 

can be read into his use of monograms and heraldry is that Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton had every 

intention of being remembered. 
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Chapter Two  

Nicholas Litlyngton as Patron of the 

Litlyngton Missal  

2.1: ¢ƘŜ tŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 

As with his building works and other gifts, [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ patronage of the Litlyngton Missal is 

explicitly revealed through his heraldry and monogram. Such marks are recurring methods by 

which a patron in the medieval period might be identified as instigator or sponsor of a work, and 

yet they can also carry other messages. This chapter focuses on a deeper examination of the use 

ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ motivations of larger significance behind their inclusion 

and to understand their clear purpose in specific locations. My intention is also to examine the 

extent to which LitlyngtoƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜŘΤ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ 

participation is the key to a better understanding of Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

illuminations. ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 

attaching import to something that could be coincidence or the artistic whim of the illuminators. 

This chapter also considers other ways in which the patron may be represented in his 

eponymous book and what implications this has on our understanding of Nicholas Litlyngton as 

patron of the missal.  

 

2.1.1: Marking the Missal: Number 

¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ by scholars who 

have been struck by the frequency of their occurrence1 ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ψsprinkled 

libŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩ.2 However, the perception of frequency is an interesting point as 

although there are forty-nine instances of the mark, twenty-one shields and twenty-eight 

monograms, they all occur on just eleven pages of a book which consists of 682 pages (Table 

2.1).3 As a matter of perspective, in total, sixty-three of the 682 pages contain figurative 

illumination with either illuminated initials or miniatures. Instances of figures and heraldry in the 

                                                           
1
 ΨŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΩΣ {ŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ GM, II, p. 173; Ψplentiful visual evidence of his involvement on the pages 

of his bookΩΣ Janet Backhouse, The Sherborne Missal (London, 1999), p. 9Τ ΨŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘΩΣ IŀǊǾŜȅΣ 

ODNB.  
2
 Pfaff, p. 228, n. 95. 

3
 Not nine, as recorded in Richard Marks and Nigel Morgan, The Golden Age of Manuscript Painting (New 

York, 1981), p. 89. 
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borders never occur where there is no illuminated initial or miniature on the page. Thus, 17% of 

ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪ ƻƴ ƛǘ όмΦс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 

book).  It is striking then that there is no presence of the patron on 83% of the pages on which 

there is major illumination of some kind.  

¢ŀōƭŜ нΦмΥ tƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ 

 Folio Feast Shields Monograms 

1 9r Blessing of Salt and Water 4 1 

2 21r Feast of St Stephen  0 4 

3 111v Pentecost 4 0 

4 122v Octave of Pentecost 1 (initial) 0 

5 157*v Crucifixion full page miniature 1 1 

6 225v Feast of St Edward the Confessor 0 4 

7 249v Feast of SS Peter and Paul 0 4 

8 263v Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  6 8 

9 277v Translation of St Edward the Confessor 4 0 

10 286v Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  0 5 

11 289r Feast of an Apostle 1 1 

                                                                                           TOTAL 21 28                        

 

What then accounts for the perception that there is ŀ ΨŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ 

the figures show that 83% of the pages holding major illumination and 98.4% of the total pages 

ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Ƙƛƴǘ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΚ 

Comparison with other like books from a similar period allows a judgement regarding whether 

the patron making his presence known on eleven pages was an abnormally large amount. The 

Sherborne Missal4 is nearest in date, size, and quantity of leaves to the Litlyngton Missal than 

any other surviving English service book. Made c. 1400 it is less than one centimetre taller and 

                                                           
4
 BL, MS Add 74236 (Sherborne Missal), c.1400. 
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has just six more leaves. Certainly, Robert Brunyng, the patron of the Sherborne Missal, appears 

far more often than Nicholas Litlyngton. Although to date the exact number has not been 

released, his likeneǎǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŀǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ψŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ ƛƴ 

portrait form throughout the book.5 He also possibly has a rebus, the robin, which is a play on 

words with his Christian name. Although considerably smaller, Cambridge, Trinity College 

B.11.11 missal (c.1430) has a similar number of leaves (362) and is also finely illuminated.  

Although having only twenty illuminated pages, every one holds the heraldry of the patrons, 

thus putting their presence at 100% in connection to the illuminations.6 The Wollaton 

Antiphonal (c.1430) is even larger than the Sherborne Missal at 390mm high, and is also highly 

and finely illuminated.7 The heraldic marks of the patron and related family are numerous: 

twenty-four devices of varying complexity, belonging to seven families connected to the patrons, 

appear throughout the 421 leaves of the antiphonal.8 There are various examples of manifold 

inclusion of marks of patronage in books from before the Litlyngton Missal in privately owned 

books, (e.g. BL, MS Add 42130 (Luttrell Psalter), second quarter of the fourteenth century) and, 

more commonly, afterwards (e.g.  BL, MS Add 18850 (the Bedford Hours), c. 1423).9 Of course, 

there are also examples of service books with far fewer or no examples of patronal presence, 

although these books tend to be less splendid and therefore not truly comparable to the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ 

of the norm in terms of number, and could even be considered relatively moderate compared to 

some.  

In part, the way that modern observation of the missal takes place could be an influencing factor 

ƛƴ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀre. Essential reasons involving 

practicalities of access and preservation of the excellent condition of the missal mean that 

viewers must necessarily do so in intense, concentrated sessions. Furthermore, perhaps 

depending on the focus of the study, large sections that contain only text and minor border 

illumination might be omitted from scrutiny. In fact, it is all too easy to become inured to the 

wonderful borders with knots and twisting foliage in a manuscript of this size when there is no 

accompaniment of historiated initials or miniatures. Thus it could be argued that in the present 

day the illuminations are viewed out of the context in which it would have been more normal to 

see them. After all, the Litlyngton Missal encapsulates mass celebration for an entire year in one 

                                                           
5
 <http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/sherborne/accessible/introduction.html> [accessed 3/2/2012].  

6
  Three shields appear in the lower margin of each illuminated page; the Crucifixion page is missing. 

7
 Nottingham, University Library MS 250 (Wollaton Antiphonal), c.1430. 

8
 !ƭƛȄŜ .ƻǾŜȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭƭŀǘƻƴ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴŀƭΥ YƛƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ The Wollaton Medieval 

Manuscripts, ed. by Ralph Hanna and Thurlac Turville-Petre (Woodbridge, 2010), pp. 35-37. 
9
 French origin. 

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/sherborne/accessible/introduction.html
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book. However, it is also fair to say that from its completion onwards, it is likely that visiting 

nobles and dignitaries would have been shown the missal as a prize piece and would therefore 

have seen the tome in the same potted manner that most viewers do today. 

Such thoughts lead us to consider whether the missal was ever intended for practical use. We 

know from Flete that the book was donated for use at the high altar and it is almost certain that 

it was too precious, and possibly too unwieldy, to have been used frequently as is also testified 

by its very good condition.10 Furthermore, the previously mentioned 1388 inventory notes a 

number of other more ordinary missals along with the Litlyngton Missal. Hughes believed that 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨǘǊŜƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎh information as possible in one 

larger book, originally in order to reduce the need to consult a series of separate books.11 It is 

certainly true that the Litlyngton Missal includes services that were presumably never intended 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ƙigh altar. Pfaff observed that the final ten folios of the Litlyngton 

contain forms for the profession of women, which would not have occurred at Westminster.12 Is 

it therefore possible that the Litlyngton Missal was a book intended for reference as well as for 

liturgical use? Certainly this might explain why sections more commonly found in pontificals, 

such as the benedictional and royal ceremonies, are included.  

In summation, despite its comprehensive contents, it seems more than probable that the missal 

was only ever intended for use on special occasions. Therefore, it becomes more profitable to 

ƭƻƻƪ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

found ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜŘ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭƭȅΩΦ 

 

2.1.2: Marking the Missal: Place 

LƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ όǎŜŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦм13) seem somewhat arbitrarily 

chosen. Particularly noticeable is that many of the major Christian feast days do not include 

iconography of patronal presence. For example, Nativity, Easter, and Trinity were among the 

highest holy days and yet there are no patronal marks on those pages. Indeed, Easter (fol. 95v) 

does not even have extra figural border illuminations to pay reverence to this supremely sacred 

day. Despite some overlaps, neither does the list ƻŦ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ concur with 

those feasts which Aōōƻǘ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ-century customary of Westminster Abbey lists as 

                                                           
10

 FHWA, p. 135. 
11

 Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts, p.120. 
12

 Pfaff, p.228, n. 96. 
13

 With two exceptions, all the devices are found in the page borders. The variations are that the Octave of 

Pentecost has [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ arms in an initial and arms are painted onto the fore edge of the closed book.   
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ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ 

Assumption of the Virgin, Translation of Edward the Confessor, and All Saints.14  

However, there are connecting strands to be discerned within the seemingly disparate collection 

ƻŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

important feast days of the liturgical year is, I will argue, replaced with finding a more 

ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΦ  

 

2.2: Nicholas Litlyngton and the Saints of Westminster  

 

2.2.1: Edward the Confessor   

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ was evident in the biographical 

discussion of him in chapter one, seems also to have influenced where he chose to have his 

presence represented in the missal.  Folios 225v and 277v (the sixth and ninth examples on Table 

2.1) are both connected to the veneration of the feast days of St Edward the Confessor, whose 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ IŜ 

is recognised as being of such consequence that the abbey arms are those that were 

posthumously given to the Confessor.15 

Although not the original founder of the Benedictine monastery at Thorney Island, later 

ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ²Ŝǎǘ aƛƴǎǘŜǊΩΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ 

took steps to prominence. The abbey and church originally founded in c.960 were re-endowed 

and greatly enlarged by Edward, and his new building was dedicated 28 December 1065. The 

dying king was too ill to attend the consecration ceremony himself but was buried close to the 

high altar after his death, 5 January 1066. Arguably, the true value of Edward the Confessor to 

Westminster Abbey really occurred after his death with his later canonisation. 

9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ canonisation in 1161 further extended the already positive influence on the abbey that 

had occurred when he had been merely mortal. His sainthood enhanced the reputation and, to a 

certain extent, wealth of Westminster Abbey. The abbey now had the complete and undisputed 

remains of a recognised saint, whose cult had been unofficially and discreetly venerated since 

                                                           
14

 /ǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΣ 2 vols, ed. by Edward Maunde 

Thompson (London, 1902), II, p.77. 
15

 9Φ 5ŜƭƳŀǊΣ ΨhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳǎ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩΣ The Burlington Magazine, 

95 (1953), 358-363. 
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EdwaǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ16 What is more, the coronation regalia and vestments 

that Edward the Confessor had bequeathed to the abbey had now transmuted into saintly relics 

rather than valuable gifts. According to Binski, through the connection to royalty the kingdom 

Ψǿŀǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΦΩ17 

Reports of miracles connected to Edward the Confessor and a new shrine built in 1269 meant 

that the abbey became a pilgrimage site ŀƴŘ CƭŜǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨhǳǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ indulgence from a 

pope is that of Innocent IV (1243-54), which grants a year and forty days for the festival of St 

9ŘǿŀǊŘΦΩ18 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƛƴ морп 

amounted to £30, a poor comparison to the yearly offeǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ŜŎƪŜǘΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ŀǘ 

Canterbury, which averaged £300-400 in the fourteenth century.19 Harvey stated that the lack of 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

status as a major centre of pilgrimage,20 ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ .ƛƴǎƪƛ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ 

shrine was ever envisaged as a popular pilgrimage destination.21 Even if the saint at Westminster 

did not call to the public imagination as Becket did at Canterbury, Edward the Confessor inspired 

the devotion of different royalty, most notably Henry III, who named his son for the saint. 

IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳƭǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎΦ Lƴ 

deference to his saintly predecessor, Henry III initiated the complete rebuilding of the abbey 

church, including a new Lady Chapel and an aptly magnificent shrine for the confessor saint.22 

Henry was also the first of the monarchs and their consorts to be buried close to the shrine, with 

those who came after him forming a horseshoe of royal tombs around the saint.23 The role of 

royal mausoleum also brought respect to the house and strengthened the connection to royalty 

still further (see chapter four).24 

 

 The evaluation of the significance of St Edward to the abbey demonstrates that it befits the 

abbot of the house to align himself to the saintly king whose actions and reputation before and 

after death were a major contributor to the wealth and prominence of the abbey, both directly 
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 .ŀǊƭƻǿ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ммоу-60: The Life of King 

Edward: Who Rests at Westminster, attributed to a monk of St Bertin, ed. and trans. by Frank Barlow 

(London: New York, 1962), p.112 and p.127. 

17
 WAP, p.5. 

18
  FHWA, p. 21. 

19
 Carpenter, p. 62. 

20
 WAE, p. 43. 

21
 WAP, p. 90. 

22
 WAP, p. 142. 
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 John Crook, English Medieval Shrines (Woodbridge, 2011), p. 233. 

24
 WAP, chapter three. 
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and indirectly. By choosing these feast days as occasions on which he should place his personal 

ŜƳōƭŜƳǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 

feast days. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŦŜŀǎǘǎΣ ΨLƴ bŀǘŀƭƛ ǎŎancti Edwardi Regis et confessoris officiumΣΩ ŦƻƭΦ ннрǾΣ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƛƴ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ р WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǾƛƛƛ 

ŎŀǇŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ Ψƛƴ ŎŀǇǇƛǎΩ ƻǊ ΨŎŀǇŜΩΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǊƴΦ25 The 

number of copes varies from two to eight and Wickham Legg proposed ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ΨǎŜŜƳ 

to be the number of monks who sang the inviatory to Venite at matinsΦΩ IŜ ōŀǎŜŘ this on the 

ΨŎǳǎǘƻƳ ōƻƻƪΩ όBL, MS Otho C XI, c.1266, fol. 18v).26 Colours are also used to denote hierarchy, 

from gold and blue together, to gold, blue, red, or black.  However, and as noted by East, there 

are inconsistencies in the hierarchy of colours used in relation to the status of the feasts as 

denoted by the number of copes and lections.27 

9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ ннрǾ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƎƻƭŘ ōŀǊ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ōŀǊΣ 

decorated with pairs of pinks and daisy heads, twisting foliage of various types including vine, 

heart, and pairs of bi-coloured red and blue ciliate lanceolate leaves. The palette of the whole 

page is blue, gold, and red, with green used solely for the daisy ball flowers. The four corners 

hold heraldic shields bearing the arms of ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƪƛƴƎǎΣ Edmund and Edward 

the Confessor. There are two shields for each king, with matching shields diametrically opposite. 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ƳƛŘ-way point above each column of writing. The gold initials 

are crowned with a gold coronet on a blue background; the whole is encircled in a red garter 

with gold clasp.  

The historiated initial (fig. 2.1) is placed in the left text column, a G in a gold square frame six 

lines high. The confessor sits on a marble, architectural throne with a sceptre in his left hand and 

a ring in his half-raised right, towards which he directs our eyes by looking at it himself. He is 

crowned, haloed, and attired in a kingly fashion with a blue robe lined with ermine. His buskins 

are gold and his hose are red. The background is tooled gold leaf, as nearly all of the initials in 

the missal are.  

The iconography captures in a few economic symbols the most famous of the miracles attached 

to the saint.  Legend recounts that Edward was asked by a beggarly old man for alms when 
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 From highest to lowest the hierarchy runs: feasts in copes, twelve lessons, three lessons, and 

commemorations. 
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 MEW, 1406, n. 1. 
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 East, p. 74. 
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passing by a church in Essex.28 The king, having no money with him, gave a precious ring from his 

own finger. Some years later, two pilgrims travelling in the Holy Land found themselves in dire 

difficulty and were helped by an old man who, when the pilgrims told him that they were from 

England, revealed to them that he was St John the Evangelist. John requested that the travellers 

should take the ring to Edward and inform the king that in six months he, Edward, would join the 

saint in heaven. The miracle is important in its own terms, and the idea that a king of England, 

with such tight connections to Westminster, had been visited by St John the Evangelist, whose 

divinely  inspired words appear in the Bible, was of deep significance, and expanded the sanctity 

of Edward the Confessor. 

The second feast of this Westminster saint on fol. 277v celebrates his translation on 13 October 

in both 1163 and 1269. This feast appears in gold writing in the ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

calendar writing is gold only, instead of higher order of both gold and blue, the feast is again 

celebrated in eight copes and the border of the folio is even more ornate and sophisticated than 

the other (fig. 2.2). LitlyngtƻƴΩǎ shields sit at the four corners of the wide inhabited border. Four 

full length figures of the king, crowned and haloed, appear two each in the vertical borders. The 

borders teem with blue, red, pink, and gold foliage held within the wide band. The foliage is 

interspersed with blue lion heads and interlaced fretted knots of blue and gold and pink strands. 

The whole effect is one of great richness, ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

patron saint. 

The initial G, six lines high, portrays the sainted king recumbent in the shrine built for him in 

1269 by Henry III (fig. 2.3). The picture is painted on three planes: the lowest section is of grey 

marble with two steps and seven arches or niches; this represents the base of the actual tomb 

and the arched places for prayer that it contains (fig. 2.4). The next plane has a gold base upon 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ǊƻōŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

black. The face is flesh coloured and his ermine tippet and white glove stand out from the gold 

ƭŜŀŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΦ  9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǿƴ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 

large fully circular halo; this is a perfect disc upon which his head and lower neck are pillowed, 

he holds a thin red sceptre. The third plane shows the lifted lid of the shrine. This raised gold 

feretory has nine niches in the vertical facing side and a triangular patterned decorated pitched 

roof with red marks flecked over it. Similar red marks also appear on the crown of the Confessor 

and probably represent jewels. Both ends of the pitched roof hold a cross and there are crockets 

along the spine and slopes of the roof.  
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The image effectively conveys the essence of the 1269 tomb by use of the three planes and 

pictorial references to the main architectural features. The real tomb had three parts: a stone 

base, with praying niches, made of Purbeck marble and  decorated with Cosmati work 

completed by Italian craftsman, Peter the Roman; a gold feretory ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ŎƻŦŦƛƴΤ 

and above the whole structure, a canopy which could be lifted and lowered.29 

 Certainly the image conveys the importance of the shrine itself as is fitting on the feast day of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎe are brought to 

prominence as much as the saint himself.  Although the shrine is one of the defining works of art 

in the abbey Tudor-Craig does not include it in her article which draws connections between the 

artwork of the missal and contemporary or earlier art in the abbey itself.30 

The composition of the initial shows an intelligent conceptualisation of the saint as well as the 

shrine. On this translation day, rather than depicting the shrine alone, the image also contains a 

representation of the saint untouched by the ravages of death. Through this, the artist makes 

ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜŎŀȅŜŘ ōƻŘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ 

evidence of saintliness and recorded in itself as a miracle.31 Similarly, the saint seen thus might 

be a portrayal of Edward on the day of his translation after movement but before the tomb was 

sealed, thus affording an opportunity to see the saint pictorially in a way that was impossible in 

reality. Above all, the image lifts up for praise the magnificent shrine, which lay physically and 

metaphorically at the heart of the abbey church and advances the honour of the cult of St 

Edward the Confessor. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

decorated than his main feast day ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  

LƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

house at Westminster.32  

 

2.2.2: St Peter 

Just as Edward the Confessor was championed by Litlyngton in his Missal, so too was the apostle 

saint from whom the abbey church took its name: St Peter. Folio 249v is dedicated to the feast 
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 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ŀƳƛŀΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀnd the Crown, the Tomb and the Shrine: Decoration and Accommodation 

ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΣ ƛƴ Decorations for the Holy Dead: Visual Embellishment on Tombs or Shrines 

of Saints, ed. by Stephen Lamia and Elizabeth Valdez del Àlamo (Turnhout, 2002), pp. 39-56 (p. 48). 
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 Tudor-Craig, pp. 102-120. 
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 The Life of Saint Edward, King and Confessor by Blessed Aelred, Abbot of Rievaulx, trans. by Jerome 

Bertram (Exeter, 1997), pp. 108-09. 
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5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ όǎŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΦнύΦ 
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of SS Peter and Paul and has four NL monograms, two each in the upper and lower borders (fig. 

2.5). The six-line initial N holds a representation of both Peter and Paul, who share the same 

ƳŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘƛǇǇƭŜŘ ƎƻƭŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŜȅ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ 

tonsured and he has a rounded, short beard, he holds a red book and the keys to Heaven and 

Earth (fig. 2.6). Paul, holding a sword to denote his mode of death, is balding but has long dark 

hair and a long pointed beard. Both men are haloed and dressed similarly, but in an example of 

compositional thoughtfulness, they have clothes with opposite colours to each other: Paul has 

blue under a pink cloak while Peter has pink under a blue cloak: they ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  tŀǳƭΩǎ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ 9ŀǎǘΣ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ ƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

forehead reveals the letters IR, Iesus Rex.33 As a further sign of respect for this day, the calendar 

entry for this feast (29, June: fol. 5v) has the highest honour of being written in blue and gold 

script and is recorded as an eight cope occasion. 

The relationship between the house at Westminster and St Peter was fundamental to the abbey 

beyond the apparent one of Peter being the saint for whom the abbey church was named, and 

predates the link with the Confessor. The legend and belief was that the saint had personally 

consecrated the church in a miraculous appearance on the night before the planned 

consecration ceremony was due to take place. In his History of Westminster Abbey, Flete begins 

his work with the story of the foundation of the abbey in the time of Bishop Mellitus. More than 

simply re-telling the story, Flete transcribed four narratives of the legend, three of which stem 

from the eleventh century.34 Whilst differing in some of the details, the main story line is 

consistent across these, and later, versions.35  

Before the day of consecration much rain had flooded the area and impeded access to the island 

where the church stood (Thorney Island). At night, St Peter, disguised as a pilgrim, appeared to a 

fisherman and asked for passage to the other side, to where the new abbey church was awaiting 

consecration on the following day. After some persuasion the fisherman agreed and ferried the 

pilgrim to the other side of the Thames, where Peter struck the ground twice with his staff (thus 

creating two springs) to take away the excess water which prevented access to the church. Then 

he revealed his identity to the fisherman, admonished him for fishing on a Saturday night, and 

granted him a great haul of fish. Peter instructed the amazed fisherman to present a salmon to 

Mellitus and to inform the bishop that there would be signs of Holy Unction on the walls of the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƴƻ 
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 East, p. 36. East notedΥ ΨL ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ сΥмтύΦ 
34

 FHWA, p. 3. Robinson gave a thorough account of how the four narratives concur and differ. 
35

 The legend was still being repeated in the Brut Chronicle and continuations into the fifteenth century: 

see Marx, pp. 3-4.  



59 
 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ aŜƭƭƛǘǳǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ aŀǎǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ {ǳƭŎŀǊŘΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ was in this 

way the church obtained thenceforward a new name: no longer the Isle of Thorns, but the West 

Monastery. 

Positive consequences of this legend were varied and long-reaching for the abbey beyond the 

reputation of its having been consecrated in person by St Peter, apostolic saint and father of all 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ. There were also material benefits stemming from the tale. The honour 

of it was used in political arguments as reason why the abbey could answer to none other than 

the pope in Rome; the reason for this status of exemption is even noted in chronicles.36 tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƳǇƻǎǘǎΩΦ37 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ 

himself used it against King Richard II who tried to prevail upon the community to re-consecrate 

the church after it had been defiled in the Hawley/Shakell affair.38 In connecting himself to Peter 

through iconography it is conceivable that Litlyngton is alluding to his refusal against the royal 

ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻŦ 

his book.  

The privileges of exemption were weighty with implications in matters of power and finance and 

also included the right for the abbot to adopt certain episcopal vestments and offices (insignia 

pontificalia ƻǊ ΨƳƛǘǊŜŘΩύΦ39 A more material benefit of the legend was the initiation of a tithe of 

ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ 

presentation of the salmon to Mellitus.40 As patron saint of the church at Westminster, St Peter 

is particularly fêted in the Litlyngton Missal. Images of him occur for three different feasts in the 

{ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜΥ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀΣ ŦƻƭΦ нонǾΤ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {{ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ 

marks, fol. 249v; and St Peter ad Vincula, fol. 258v.  

                                                           
36

 Ψlour esglise fuist dedie par lappostolle seint Petre et ne purroit ester reconcile par ascun evesqe mes 

ǇŀǊ ƭŜ ǎŜƛƴǘ ǇŜǊŜ ƭŜ ǇŀǇŜΩΥ DŀƭōǊŀƛǘƘΣ ǇΦ мноΦ     
37

 FHWA, p. 12: an impost is a tax or other compulsory payment. FHWA, p. 61, the section devoted to 

charters: Ψita quod monasterium de Westmonasterio,...ab omni praelatione et jurisdictione Londoniensis 

ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀŜ ǎƛƴǘ ƻƳƴƛōǳǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳǳƳ Ŝǘ ŜȄŜƳǇǘŀΣ Ŝǘ ǎŀŎǊƻǎŀƴŎǘŀŜΩΦ 
38

 See section 1.2.1 for full account. 
39

 For a full discussion on the rights of exemption enjoyed by Westminster see David Knowles, The 

Monastic Order in England, 2nd edn. (Cambridge, 1966), pp. 597-591.  Regarding the rights of mitred 

ōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ǎŜŜ !ƭŦǊŜŘ IΦ {ǿŜŜǘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ {ŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ IƻǳǎŜǎΩΣ Speculum, 28 

(1953), 486-484 ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ IŜŀƭŜΣ ΨaƛǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ !rms: Aspects of the Self-representation of the Monastic 

{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ƛƴ [ŀǘŜ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩΣ ƛƴ Self-Representation of Medieval Religious Communities, ed. by Anne 

Muller and Karen Stober (Berlin, 2009), pp 99-124. 
40

 FHWA, p. 9.  
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[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ Westminster, through the marked deference paid to its 

eponymous patron saint, is consistent with another action taken by the abbot. Flete notes that 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŘŜŎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ нн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǎhould be celebrated with five 

copes and that this proposal was accepted with unanimous consent by the brethren in chapter.41 

This further honour to the saint comes after the making of the missal; the calendar in the service 

ōƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψƛƛƛƛor ŎŀǇŜΩ όŦƻƭΦ оǾύ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƴƻǘŜ ΨorΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

number of copes would seem to argue that Litlyngton had already marked this day out for a rise 

in status before the missal was made. It is interesting to speculate that if the extra cope had 

ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

have appeared on this page to mark out his role in the change of custom.  

The eleventh example of pages containing the patronal marks of Nicholas Litlyngton celebrates 

the service of commune unius apostli (vigils of the apostles: fol. 289r, figs 2.7 and 2.8) and could 

ǎŜŜƳ ŀƴ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ Ƴƛǎsals this 

service is the traditional point for opening the section known as the Common of Saints, other 

comparable sections in the Litlyngton Missal, such as the Sanctorale, arguably more important, 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ devices are not employed as section 

markers, why do they appear at this point? The iconography in the margins helps one to 

understand:  the borders contain figures of Saints Peter and Paul standing opposite each other in 

the left and right borders. Through their physical characteristics and symbols Peter and Paul are 

immediately identifiable as the same figures shown in the initial on their shared feast day on fol. 

249v.  The text of the service does not specifically name either of these saints; the Oracio Ƙŀǎ ΨbΦ 

ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛΩ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

name saint of Westminster, and his feast day companion, via the iconography clarifies that, once 

again, Litlyngton is paying special reverence to Peter and honouring the house in so doing.  

bƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ ƻǊ {ǘ 

Peter in Chains, nonetheless he bound himself tightly to the saint through his patronal presence 

on the highest feast day, his martyrdom. Litlyngton further strengthened the bonds by using 

Peter, and his co-martyr Paul, as the figural representative in the margins on the feast day of 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΣ ǘƘǳǎΣ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ  The 

ŀōōƻǘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

                                                           
41

 FHWA, ǇΦ мотΦ ΨLŘŜƳ ŀǳǘŜƳ ŀōōŀǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǾƛǘ ǳǘ ŦŜǎǘǳƳ ǎŀƴŎǘƛ tŜǘǊƛ ƛƴ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǳƳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǊŜǘǳǊ 

ƛƴ ǉǳƛƴǉǳŜ ŎŀǇƛǎΣ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƛ ŀǎǎŜƴǎǳ Ŝǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳ ǘƻǘƛǳǎ ŎŀǇƛǘǳƭƛΦΩ  
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ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

particular saints not only demonstrates his personal respect, but ties him inextricably to the 

honour and advancement of the abbey. Consequently, through a simple reciprocity, he himself 

receives a greater incidental radiance as any promotion of the house reflects positively on the 

man who is abbot of it. 

 

2.3: Nicholas Litlyngton and the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 

2.3.1: The Marian Feasts 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀōōƻǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŘŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΤ 

calendars of service books from various religious houses are filled with devotional idiosyncrasies 

based on location, history, founders, patrons, and order. However, in the Litlyngton Missal, the 

patron extends this to include a personal statement regarding his own devotional preferences 

through where he places his own marks. Conventional major feast days are honoured in the 

calendar and given respect through being illuminated, but, as noted, they are not marked out for 

ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŀΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ are absent from high 

feast days such as All Saints, ChǊƛǎǘΩǎ bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ, and Easter. In fact, only on the Crucifixion page 

(discussed 2.4.3) does Litlyngton use his marks to affiliate himself specifically to Christ. 

/ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

monogram appear at the feast of her Assumption (fol. 263v) and the feast of the Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary (fol. 286v). 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ όfigs 2.9 and 2.10) are 

directly comparable events within the lives of son and mother and yet in the Litlyngton Missal 

there is no ambiguity as to which of the two Litlyngton most favours. The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the major feast in connection to her cult, has no fewer than six shields and 

eight monograms in the borders (fig. 2.10a)Φ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ нф҈ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ forty-nine devices 

appear on this one page; ƴƻƴŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ όŦƻƭΦ 106v), 

the border of which contains no images beyond twisting foliage. The six-line historiated initial of 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŦŜŜǘ ǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ōƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭƛǎŜŘ ǎƪȅΦ Iƛǎ 

feet have left a very clear imprint, complete with flesh tone and blood, on the reddish earth of 

the hillock below and are placed directly in front of Mary whose hands are together in prayer. 

 Despite this image being concerned with Christ rising to majesty, Mary is very much the focal 

point both in terms of the external viewer and those depicted within the initial as fellow 
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witnesses to the miracle.  Mary, the tallest figure by far, is central and surrounded by nine of the 

disciples who, with one exception, look at her rather than at the ascending Christ.  Even the 

mother of Christ does not lift her eyes to her departing son. On the immediate left of Mary is St 

tŜǘŜǊΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴǎǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƭŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎΣ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƎŀȊŜΦ42 

To the left of Peter is Mary Magdalene; her inclusion in this group would be particularly fitting 

due to her symbolic connection to CƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ43 The issue of footprints has a deeper 

significance apposite to Westminster Abbey as during the reign of Henry III one of the imprints 

ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŎΦ44 Even so, although the footprints 

are prominent features, it is Mary who, on this important day for Christ, holds focal attention 

whilst the ascending Jesus is in danger of rising unnoticed.  

The six-ƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ reveals her standing in her open wooden coffin with 

hands together in prayer (fol.263v, fig. 2.10). Her limbs are held by angels ready to lift her to 

heaven. The upper body of the angels is seen on a wave of blue representative of the skies and 

they diagonally match each other in robe and wing colour: alternating red and pink. At the top of 

the letter is the head and upper body of Christ. Bearing no stigmata, he looks down at his 

mother, reaching for her with his left hand while blessing with his right.  

Through sheer number of his ciphers, Litlyngton has chosen to associate himself more closely 

with this feast than with any other day in the liturgical year. His shields appear on each of the 

corners plus mid top and bottom and there are also eight evenly spaced images of his crowned 

monogram.  !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ !ǎŎension, Christ is relegated to the upper plane of the 

image and is diminutive compared to Mary. 

 

! ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ 

the Annunciation (fol. 235v, figs 2.11 and 2.12) and its parallel, the conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary outside the Golden Gates (fol. 286v, figs 2.13 and 2.14). It indisputably shows that 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎΥ  

five monograms appear on the page celebrating the conception of the Virgin and none at the 

Annunciation. The conception of Mary has a particularly pretty border with vine and maple 

leaves, pinks, daisies, and ivy designs spreading into the blank margins. Three corners have an 

elaboratŜ ǿƻǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ ōŜŀǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭŜŦǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŀǊƛǘȅΣ ǘǿƻ 

musical angels appear at the top and bottom of the middle bar. The use of musical angels occurs 

                                                           
42

 St Stephen, also often shown as a beardless youth with a tonsure but usually wearing a dalmatic, was 

not an apostle and is not at this scene in Acts I:9-11.  
43

 Lƴ [ǳƪŜ тΥоу ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊΥ aŀǊȅ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ 

scenes of the Crucifixion and Entombment (see figs 3.13, 5.26, and 5.27). 
44

 FHWA, ǇΦ суΥ ΨŜǘ ƭŀǇƛŘŜƳ ŘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŜ ǇŜŘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛ ŎŀŜƭƻǎ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘƛǎΩΦ 
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on only three other folios in the missal and the implication is that thŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ 

conception of Mary was so holy and joyous that even the angels rejoiced.45 

 

 The border for the Annunciation is also very fine, certainly wider and more splendid than the 

Ŧƻƭƛƻ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ lacking the ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘo it and the distinction of 

musical angels. The more elaborate border may be in recognition of the higher rank of feast day; 

the Annunciation is shown in the calendar as being celebrated in five copes (the Conception of 

Mary has four: both initials are 5 lines high). The Annunciation initial (fig. 2.12) shows Gabriel on 

the left kneeling to Mary. He wears ecclesiastical vestments and has splendid red wings at his 

ōŀŎƪΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ Ψ!ǾŜ ƎǊŀŎƛŀ ǇƭŜƴŀ 

dominus tecumΩ (Luke 1:28). With his free hand he gestures towards Mary who kneels before a 

lectern where a book is held open by her left hand resting upon it. The impression is that she has 

been interrupted at her devotions by this divine phenomenon, although she does not look 

demurely away, as is often the case, but the gazes of the two figures meet. Both figures are 

ƴƛƳōŜŘΣ ōǳǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ōŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǇŀƭƳ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 

surprise. 

   

In contrast to the contained and dignified scene of the Annunciation, the initial for the 

Conception of Mary is a charmingly tender representation of the meeting of Saints Anne and 

Joachim outside the Golden Gates of Jerusalem (fig. 2.14). The two figures are shown in a fond 

embrace, eyes meeting and with faces touching as if just before kissing, the kiss being the actual 

moment of the conception of Mary (Protoevangelium of James, IV:4). Anne is shown in an older 

fashion of clothing with headdress and ǿƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ WƻŀŎƘƛƳ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ Ǉƛƴƪ WŜǿΩǎ hood. Unlike 

representations of Joseph, husband of Mary, Joachim has a halo as well as his wife. He is old and 

his white beard is fully defined with distinguishable individual curls. His age is emphasised by the 

stick on which he leans with his free hand.  

The meeting outside the city is denoted by a walled gate to the right of the picture. The gold 

gates are ajar on their black hinges and show onto a dark doorway with a raised portcullis 

painted in white relief. The step to the open doorway is stone, as is the crenulated archway 

above it. The grass Anne and Joachim stand on and a pollarded tree to the left of the picture also 

indicate that they are outside the city. The suggestion of being away from others increases the 

sense of intimacy that occurs in this scene in paradoxical contrast to the interior of the 

                                                           
45

 The other three occasions: the opening page after the calendar (fol. 9r), Corpus Christi (fol. 121r), and 

the Canon of the Mass (fol. 157r). 
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Annunciation scene where there is a distinct distance, emphasised by the scroll which acts as a 

barrier, between the two figures. 

 

hƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳƴŎƛation feast might seem at 

odds with his apparent devotion to the Virgin as the Annunciation is a moment of glory for Mary 

and a festival of importance for devotees of her cult. Perhaps LitlyngtonΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ marks makes 

a distinction between Mary in her own right as opposed to Mary as vehicle for Jesus; this 

hypothesis is strengthened by Mary being the greater  visual focus in illuminations connected to 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ όŀōƻǾŜύΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ 

Earth is marked with a degree of both tenderness and patronal deference that is not accorded to 

Jesus. 

 

2.3.2: Litlyngton and Osbert of Clare 

Another relevant factor beyond devotion to Mary might explain why Abbot Litlyngton had a 

particular association with the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, and with familiar 

ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴŎȅ ƛǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

energies of Osbert of Clare, prior between c.1117-c.1158,46 Westminster Abbey became 

renowned for its support of the contentious matter of celebrating the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Calendars and other sources reveal that in England the 

celebration of the feast was quite widespread and firmly established before the Norman 

Conquest, after which it suffered a serious decline due to the ill-favour with which the French 

regarded the occasion.47 In 1121, Anselm the Younger (nephew to St Anselm, Archbishop of 

/ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅύ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƻŦ .ǳǊȅ {ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ instrumental in the revival of the 

Feast of the Conception. In 112748 Osbert of Clare writes for support in his own endeavours to 

!ōōƻǘ !ƴǎŜƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ΨȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŘǳƭƻǳǎ ȊŜŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ 

towards the blessed and glorious Mother of God, and by your assiduous care the feast of her 
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  J. Armitage Robinson, Ψ! {ƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ hǎōŜǊǘΩǎ /ŀǊŜŜǊΩΣ ƛƴ The Letters of Osbert of Clare, Prior of 
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 9ŘƳǳƴŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇΣ Ψhƴ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΩΣ ƛƴ Liturgica 

Historica (Oxford, 1918), pp. 238-259; wΦ ²Φ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩΩΣ 

in Mediaeval and Renaissance Studies, 4 (The Warburg Institute, 1958), pp. 176-216; David Knowles,  pp. 

510-530. 
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 Bishop (pp.244-245) deduces this to be the date by virtue of the bishops named in the letter.  
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/ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΩΦ49 This assertion seems to be a flattering 

exaggeration as around the time of this letter, in England only a handful of abbeys were known 

to celebrate the feast.50 

Osbert of Clare introduced the feast at Westminster. An 1127 letter to Anselm describes a 

dramatic situation whereby Clare openly defies two bishops in order to celebrate the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception. In emotive language he declares: 

some followers of Satan, whilst we were keeping this feast, decried its observance as 

hitherto un-heard of and absurd, and with malicious intent they went to two bishops, 

wƻƎŜǊ όƻŦ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅύ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ό ƻŦ {ǘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎύ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

neighbourhood, and, representing its novelty, they excited them to displeasure. The 

bishops declared that the festival was forbidden by a council, and that the observance of 

it must be stopped. Nevertheless we proceeded with the office of the day, which had 

already begun, and carried it through with joyous solemnity. Then some who bore me a 

grudge, whilst striving to get countenances for their own silly fancies, are busy to bring 

discredit on both words and deeds of religious men, vomited against me the venom of 

their iniquity, and shot out upon me the darts of their pestilent tongues, saying that the 

feast was not to be kept, for its establishment had not the authorisation of the Church of 

Rome.51 

Later in the letter, Osbert exhorts Anselm to use contacts, influence, and his knowledge of 

wƻƳŀƴ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǇƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ YƴƻǿƭŜǎ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƛǘ ΨǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ 

less than two years later in 1129, the celebration of the feast was officially authorised at a 

legatine council in London.52 Not content with introducing the feast into the Westminster 

calendar, Clare continued to be active for the cause, writing a sermon of theological discussion, 

based on an earlier treatise by Eadmer of Canterbury, Sermo de Conceptione,53 which he sent to 

Warin, dean of Worcester with an accompanying letter.54  

After Clare, the feast of the Immaculate Conception continued to be celebrated at Westminster 

and remained popular with other Benedictine communities; Henry Mayr-Harting believed that 
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  E.W. Williamson, The Letters of Osbert of Clare, Prior of Westminster (London, 1929), p. 65. This 
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 .ǳǊȅ {ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ƴǎŜƭƳΣ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴǎ under Abbot Geoffrey (1119-46), Gloucester under Abbot 
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 H. Thurston and Th. Slater, Tractatus de Conceptione Sanctae Mariae (Freiburg-im-Breisgau, 1904). 
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the main drive behind the feasǘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳƻƴƪǎΩΦ55 Even 

so, the church synod at Oxford in 1222 under Archbishop Stephen Langton left the observance of 

the feast as optional.56 At Westminster Abbey, the importance of the feast was consolidated 

during the abbacy of Richard Ware (1258-128357ύ ǿƘŜƴ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the twenty-five highest feasts.  The list also included such prominent occasions as the 

tǳǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΣ !ƴƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƛƴ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ58 With 

such contextual history, it is possibly small wonder that a future abbot of Westminster should 

feel a particular affinity with the feast and thaǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

commemorated in the iconography of the Litlyngton Missal: not only patronal marks, but 

musical angels. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

on her nativity and that feast is celebrated with five copesΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

marked by patronal devices. The miracle of her Immaculate Conception, as championed by his 

predecessor and with special relevance to Westminster Abbey, would seem to stand above her 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ even though, as a four cope occasion, the 

Conception was a lesser feast.  

Osbert of Clare must also take credit for another phenomenon for which we have seen 

Litlyngton show his appreciation. Clare was the main force behind the movement for the 

Ŏŀƴƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΦ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎǳǊŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǾŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ aŀǎǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ 

minor cult through preaching and writing. He canvassed support, miracles were recorded, and in 

1138 Clare went to Rome taking with him Vita Aedwardi regis, a hagiographical work by Clare, 

based, according to Barlow, on an anonymous poem which Westminster already possessed.59 

Although the case was not rejected, the precarious political situation in England led Pope 

ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ LL ǘƻ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ΨƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

abbots . . . for since so great a festival ought to be for the honour and profit of the whole realm, 

ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƳΩΦ60 A change of abbot, king, and pope 
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allowed for a second mission to Rome, with a reworked life of the king commissioned from 

Ailred of Rievaulx. On 7 February 1161, Edward the Confessor was canonised by Pope Alexander 

III. It is unclear whether Clare was alive to receive the news; the last documented reference to 

his life is three years earlier through his attestation of a charter at Westminster in 1158. Alive or 

not, Clare was recognised as having been a protagonist in the venture to canonise Edward the 

Confessor. 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀtion of the pioneering work 

of Clare and creates a parallel between these two men, who were both passionate in their 

promotion of the abbey and in their devotion to Mary. 

 

2.3.3: Pentecost  

In examining the patronal marks the themes ƻŦ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ 

patron saints have been identified as separate strands, but mainly falling within the same 

ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

So what then of the feast of Pentecost? Why should Litlyngton select not only the feast day 

itself, but also the octave of the feast, as one of only eleven (see Table 2.1) on which to place his 

personal marks? Certainly Pentecost was considered one of the highest holy days of the 

ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ōōƻǘ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ƻŦ 

Westminster. However, Easter and Christmas were also recognised major feasts also ranked by 

Abbot Ware, and yet Litlyngton had not chosen to place his devices on the folios of either of 

those days. Therefore, the importance of the feast alone is not a satisfactory explanation for the 

presence of the ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ shields. The four shields appear in each of the corners of an 

impressively wide marginal frame filled with twisting blue and pink vines and fret knots, all on a 

background of the ever present gold leaf. As Pentecost is a movable feast it is not possible to 

gain information from the calendar entry; its unfixed date means that it is not recorded. 

However, a deeper exploration of the iconography of the initial on the page of the feast day 

helps to understand the message that Litlyngton possibly wished to convey (figs 2.15 and 2.16). 

Mary, located centrally, is surrounded by twelve disciples and, as in the Ascension picture, the 

ǘƻƴǎǳǊŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǊŜŘ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ 

looks directly at Mary whilst pointing. Above them the dove of the Holy Spirit flies with red 

tongues of fire issuing like ribbons from his beak and touching the heads of those below. To the 

right of Mary a bearded man holds an open book on the top left page of which it is just possible 

to discern the word vent written. This is the only occasion in the missal in which a written word, 
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other than in speech scrolls, is used in an image. Ventus, the Latin word for wind, is aptly 

employed here as rushing winds and tongues of fire, the latter coming from the dove, were the 

indicators of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-оύΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ WƻŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊƴŦǳƭ 

onlookers to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:14-40). 

The centrality of Mary in the image is a reminder of her importance at this feast. Pentecost was 

associated with the Cult of Mary and in medieval iconography she is usually shown at the centre 

of a group of apostles while the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove imparts the gifts of the Spirit in 

tongues of fire (figs 2.17, 2.18, and 2. 19). The biblical reading in the Litlyngton Missal at 

Pentecost does not mention Mary by name (fol. 111v, Acts 2: 1-мн ΨŜǊŀƴǘ ƻƳƴŜǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇǳƭƛ ǇŀǊtier 

ƛƴ ŜƻŘŜƳ ƭƻŎƻΩύ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ Ƙŀǎ aŀǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

composition with her head being exactly central both vertically and horizontally. Additional 

attention is drawn to her as the sole female figure in the image, and also by a hand, from one of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ǌƻǿ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŎǳǊǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ω Ƨǳǎǘ ōȅ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ 

Furthermore, as with the Ascension initial, the attention of the apostles is mainly on the Blessed 

Virgin Mary as opposed to the dove of the Holy Spirit. The impression given is that the apostles 

are looking to her for confirmation and comprehension of this miracle. 

 Mary as the central focus is typical in images of the Pentecost, but the Litlyngton Missal 

Pentecost is unique in one aspect. PeǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘŜȄ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƎŀȊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Pentecostal miracle above them (fig. 2.16). It might be argued that artistic limitations could be 

the reason for this unexpected gesture and that Peter is intending to indicate the dove. 

However, the Epiphany image (fol. 126r, fig. 20) clearly reveals one of the kings indicating the 

guiding star with digital accuracy (fig. 2.20). Moreover, the fact that Peter is pointing to Mary 

rather than the dove is made even more likely by the reciprocal eye contact that undeniably 

passes between them. 

By his hand gesture, the disciple may be literally pointing out the prevalent theological idea that 

although not one of the traditional Marian feast days,61 Pentecost was seen as an occasion of 

great importance for Mary in particular. It was her second encounter with the Holy Spirit, the 

first being at the Annunciation where the Spirit of God allowed her to conceive without sin. In an 

intercessory prayer, {ǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƻŦ !ǎǎƛǎƛ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǇƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ62 and  the 
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Litlyngton Missal Pentecost shows aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

usually seen in the Annunciation scene, where the gesture is indicative of demure acceptance 

ŀƴŘ ΨƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ. Using the gesture at Pentecost, the feast most strongly associated 

with the Holy Spirit, makes a pictorial connection between the Annunciation, when Mary 

acquiesced to becoming the Mother of God, and Pentecost, when she became the Mother of the 

Church. 63 Association to the Annunciation at Pentecost was not a fixed iconographical tradition 

in this period, but neither is it overly unusual. In the fifteenth century, images evolved to show 

this scene more explicitly as a second Annunciation, often with the dove hovering directly over 

Mary with the tongues of fire touching her alone.64 Other images include St John in clothes and 

kneeling position intended to evoke Gabriel at the Annunciation.65 

In summation, there is a case for identifying the feast of Pentecost as another occasion in which 

Litlyngton is declaring his devotion to the Virgin. That the other main figure in the image is Peter 

shows not only shows reverence to ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ǎŀƛƴǘ, but also unites him with the Virgin. 

By ŜȅŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōƛƴŘǎ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΦ 

As with the image used at the Ascension of Christ (the only other missal image to hold both Mary 

and Peter), whilst Mary is the obvious focal point, the mutual sharing of awareness of each other 

brings them both to the further attention of the viewer, singling them out for particular 

attention.  

The eye contact that passes between Mary and Peter is an extremely unusual feature. Most 

especially revealing is that the Cambridge Trinity College Missal (B.11.3) which was influenced by 

the Litlyngton Missal and shares many compositions in common with it (see section 3.5 and 

Appendix D) does not have eye contact between Mary and Peter at Pentecost or the Ascension 

(fig. 2.19). It is probable, therefore, that the usual iconography of the Pentecost scene has been 

adapted to the satisfaction of the patron.66  

DƛǾŜƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

iconography and by placing his heraldry at this feast and its octave the abbot was trying to 

promote the office of Pentecost as an essentially Marian feast. Such an action would certainly 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǇƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

±ƛǊƎƛƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ Furthermore, the 

promotion of the Cult of the Virgin continued to be expanded at Westminster Abbey and town 
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up until its suppression at the Reformation. For example, Gervaise Rosser noted that one way in 

which the monks and the townspeople of Westminster shared an association was through their 

joint ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ67 

/ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ммнт ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ 

example of the promotion of the Cult at Westminster. However, even before this the monks of 

Westminster had a long-standing concern in the cult that reached back to the time of Edward 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘƭȅ ƪƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ ƎƛǊŘƭŜΣ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ 

own hands, to the abbey.68 Lƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ LLLΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ aŀǊȅΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ±ƛncent 

gathered together an impressive variety of occasions when the monarch showed deference to 

the Virgin at Westminster: material and monetary gifts, oblations, particular devotions, regular 

Saturday attendance of Lady Mass, and building patronage.69 The ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ ƎƛǊŘƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ Ƴƻƴƪǎ ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ǉǳŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

child.  

Westminster Abbey could also boast of a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary which performed a 

ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ .ƻȅ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

century manuscript collections of Marian Miracula. Although created in the early fourteen 

hundreds, the collections consist of tales stemming from the preceding centuries.70 Cambridge, 

Sidney Sussex College MS 95 was written in Latin at Thorney Abbey in c.1409 and is a collection 

of hundreds of Marian Miracle tales.71 The rubric introducing the tale on fol. 64v describes the 

ǘŀƭŜ ŀǎ Ψ5Ŝ ȅƳŀƎƛƴŜ ōŜate marie apud westmonasterium que puerum cecum  a nativitate 

benigne liberŀǾƛǘΩΦ72 A version of the tale ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ [ŀƳōŜǘƘ tŀƭŀŎŜ a{ понΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

.ƭƛƴŘ .ƻȅ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩ is the sixth of fifteen tales.73 
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The tale reflects most flatteringly on Westminster Abbey as the miracle takes place upon the 

feast day of Saints Peter and Paul, a day already marked out as special by the appearance of 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ hƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ ōƭƛƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀǘ 

the altar of the Virgin Mary. As the woman wept she was given a vision which she related to the 

sacristan there. She had been told that the sacristan was to wash the statue of the Virgin and 

Child and that the water should be used to bathe the blind boy. When this was duly done the 

boy was cured of his blindness and blessed with sight. 

 Once again, as in the Litlyngton Pentecost image, we see the strong connection of Mary to Saint 

Peter. The miracle takes place on his feast day and in the church of his name that he had 

personally consecrated by his own miraculous means. There is also an embedded reference to 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ǎŀƛƴǘΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΦ [ŜƎŜƴŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

the king had washed his hands was responsible for the curing of blindness.74 Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ aŀǊȅΩǎ 

greater approval and blessings extend to the patron saints and increases the reputation of the 

abbey as a holy and blessed place, and the separate threads of patron saints and devotion to 

Mary twine together. In emphasising Mary in the iconography of the missal, particularly when 

connected to Peter, Litlyngton is, arguably, implicitly raising the status of the abbey.  

Thus, through analysis of the iconography of the initial at Pentecost and an understanding of the 

history of the Cult of the Virgin at Westminster it seems probaōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ŀǘ 

tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

wonder if there is a more personal, family connection being made with the inclusion of the coats 

of arms on the Pentecost page. Despite there being no distinguishable pattern behind whether 

shields or monograms are used for the various feasts, nevertheless the notion of a Despenser 

family connection to Pentecost comes not so much from the four shields that appear on the 

feast itself, but more from the use of the [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Despenser shield to mark the octave of 

Pentecost. This initial is unique in two ways: it is the only case where the octave of a feast has a 

decorated initial and also the only use of heraldry within an initial. Rather than using more 

ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻŀǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎΣ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

Pentecost was particularly important to Litlyngton and possibly the Despenser history. However, 

tantalising speculation must be thwarted by lack of evidence. Although the feast is a moveable 

one it is not impossible ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ through an anniversary, such as a 

birth, ordination, or death date, but ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
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likely to be a celebration of the feast itself, and, I would argue, the role of Mary and Peter within 

it.  

In fact, [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ shields throughout the missal might themselves be linked to Mary. As 

remarked in chapter one, the Despenser shields, as used by Nicholas Litlyngton, underwent a 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мотлΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

production of the Litlyngton Missal in 1383-пΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻŀǘǎ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƻǊŘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƳƛǘǊŜǎ όŦƛƎΦ 1.6), while the later missal shields are 

differenced with three fleurs-de-lis or on a bend dexter azure (fig. 1.2). The relevant point in the 

change is the symbolism of the differencing marks. The earlier use of mitres, if authentic, was 

presumably ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ ŀōōƻǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

fleurs-de-lis (heraldic lilies), is an iconographic bond to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Although often 

connected and compared to a rose,  the lily remained the flower with which Mary was most 

strongly associated, both symbolically and iconographically. Depictions of Christ crucified on a 

lily cross metaphorically united Mary and Christ in image.75 Taken separately, the use of heraldic 

ƭƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

change in differencing mark is viewed in conjunction with the othŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

devotion to her as revealed through the iconography of his missal, it seems plausible.  Therefore, 

conceivably the shields at Pentecost, and in particular at the octave, are expressions of 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ already important day should be promoted as a Marian 

feast, at least in Westminster Abbey. 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ 

wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ Ƴarks and centrality of 

aŀǊȅ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ special devotion 

to aŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

iconoclasm in the missal (Thomas Becket, fol. 24r; and St Sylvester, fol. 225r76), the damage to 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

Sylvester have been completely defaced, possibly by scratching or scraping (fig. 2.21), whereas 
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of Saints and Angels, and the Blessed Virgin Mary (Oxford, 1847), pp.228-9. 



73 
 

aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǎƛƳply shows signs of wear. The damage is more consistent with that incurred 

through kissing.77 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǎƳǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

Mary to have such wear, it implies that the damage is not an act of defacement (fig. 2.10). 

Furthermore, the angel to the left of her face is also lightly smudged, suggesting incidental 

damage from repeated kissing of Mary rather than the precise acts of deliberate defacement, as 

seen with Silvester and Thomas. Whereas the singling out of one image of Mary for damage 

would be incongruous, that the Assumption should be selected for kissing is understandable as 

that feast is the chief one connected to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the bottom margin of the Crucifixion page is an image made explicitly to be kissed (fig. 2.22).  

The celebrant of the Mass would ritually kiss a smaller cross so as to avoid damaging the main 

image.78 ̧ ŜǘΣ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎΩ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ 

aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ  ŀƴŘ 

intimate devotion : the image has been harmed through love rather than hate.  However, can we 

ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΚ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƛǎ 

evident in the missal, her symbol was used to grace his coat of arms and further convincing 

evidence also comes from LitlyngtonΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΦ  

The 1388 vestry accounts discussed in chapter one (1.2.5) reveal that Litlyngton donated two 

folding diptych paintings. The subject matter of these has Mary on each of the four panels and as 

main focus on three.79  Furthermore, in the decorated crook of his silver crosier was the 

Annunciation scene on one side and Edward the Confessor on the other: again twining Mary and 

abbey together. Considering altogether the evidence of his devotion, it seems not unlikely that 

LitlynƎǘƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŜ ǘƻ ƪƛǎǎ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ŀŘŘǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 

other of his gifts and customs, however, in itself it is not extraordinary for the late fourteenth 

century. How it is distinctive in the Litlyngton Missal is the connection forged between her and 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ǎŀƛƴǘΣ tŜǘŜǊΣ and also that [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ devotion might extend to 

iconographically increasing her profile at Pentecost and extolling her through placing his family 

arms on that feast day and its octave. 
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 See WƻƘƴ [ƻǿŘŜƴ ΨLƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ .ƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΩΣ ƛƴ Objects, Images and the Word: Art in the Service 
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 [ƻǿŘŜƴΣ ΨLƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ .ƻƻƪǎΩΣ p. 41. 
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 CCA MS A 10: Tercia pars, cŀǇ ȄǾƧ 5Ŝ ¢ŀōǳƭƛǎ tƭƛŎŀōƛƭƛōǳǎΥ Ψ¢ŀōǳƭŜ ǎǳƴǘ ŘǳŜ ǇƭƛŎŀōƛƭŜǎ ŜȄ Řƻƴƻ bΦ[Φ !ōōŀǘƛǎ 

bene depicte quarum prima continet in se in una parte ymaginem crucifixi Marie et Johannis et marie 

Magdalene. In altera vero parte continentur ymago beate virginis tenes filium in gremio et ymagines 

Johannis baptiste et Katerine. Secunda vero tabula continet in se in una parte salutacionem beate virginis, 

Lƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƻ ǾŜǊƻ ǇŀǊǘŜ bŀǘƛǾƛǘŀǘŜƳ ŘƻƳƛƴƛΦΩ 
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2.4: Nicholas Litlyngton and Other Occasions 

 

2.4.1: The Feast of Stephen 

Of the three as yet unexplored feast days bearing marks of patronage, the motivation of their 

inclusion is easily identifiable in two cases whilst the third is the most difficult to ascertain. This 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΥ ŦƻƭΦ нмǊ όŦƛƎΦ 2.23). The four 

monograms are situated one in each of the corners of a margin composed of a continuous 

rectilinear vine with off-set leaves of blue, red, and pink. There are nineteen roundels in the 

borders, eleven of which hold beast heads of either blue or red; four hold the crowned N L 

initials; and the remaining four hold bust representations of St Stephen, haloed and wearing a 

ŘŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ dalmatic.  

 

The five-line initial represents Stephen as beardless, tonsured, and wearing a blue dalmatic with 

gold collar over a white undergarment with gold apparel at the hem (fig. 2.24).  Draped around 

his shoulders, and extending over his hands, is a white robe which shields his skin from touching 

the three stones, icons of his martyrdom, which he holds in his covered, outstretched hands. The 

robe is a reference to his garments, which were laid before Saul/Paul (Acts 7:58-59). The 

significance of the dalmatic stems from Stephen having been the first deacon appointed by the 

apostles to be responsible for almsgiving (Acts 6:5-9). 

The occasion has a confusion of hierarchical elements: the Litlyngton Missal calendar notes that 

this feast is to be celebrated with the honour of four copes, but only records it in blue, and yet 

the occasion has been selected by Litlyngton as a feast to be graced with his initials. 

Furthermore, it has the additional iconographic rank of being one of only seven feasts where 

repetitions of the saint are present within the margin (see Appendix C). The feast of Stephen (26 

December) was widespread and popular in the Middle Ages and the saint was highly esteemed 

as the protomartyr, and hence the absolute model of how all Christians should prefer to die than 

to deny or betray their faith in Jesus. However, as proved by other occasions, the importance of 

a feast was not sufficient motivation for Litlyngton to desire association with it. There exists the 

possibility that this day was personal to Litlyngton in some way, although as his own 

commemorative day of 6 December, granted to him in 1360,80 does not include his marks of 

patronage, it thus seems unlikely that their inclusion on 26 December should indicate the 

celebration of a personal anniversary.  
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 ¢Ƙǳǎ ŦŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

special to the abbey, particular to the Blessed Virgin Mary, or an intertwining of the two (e.g. 

Pentecost and the Immaculate Conception). Following this vein, there are also connections 

between Stephen and the abbey: Flete informs us that ΨYƛƴƎ 9ŘƎŀǊ ƎŀǾŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ {ǘ 

Stephen was stoned and some bones with blood of the same [saint]ΩΦ 81 However, the list of 

relics recorded by Flete is extensive and includes equally and more impressive relics for equally 

and, arguably, as important saints whose feast days are not singled out for extra attention. 82 

There is another more political connection to Westminster Abbey involving Stephen: a 

contentious and long-standing legal dispute ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ 

within the grounds of Westminster Abbey. According to Flete, Litlyngton brought the matter of 

who had jǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΣ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƳƛŎŀōƭŜ 

conclusion during his abbacy.83 ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ΨǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊƻȅŀƭΣ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ŀōōŜȅ 

satellite.  

Lƴ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

conclusive and it is just as plausible that the abbot may have felt a strong association with 

Stephen as the patron saint of deacons and altar servers, or indeed as protomartyr. Certainly 

throughout the missal, excepting Edward the Confessor and Blessed Virgin Mary, the most 

magnificent border illuminations connected to saints are to be found with high profile martyrs.84 

!ǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ΨǇǊƻǘƻΩ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ-ǇŀƎŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

could be an appreciation of the glory and role of martyrdom shown on the first occasion of its 

occurrence in the book through the veneration of the first example of its incidence. The matter 

to bear in mind above all others is that, taken on the example of the rationalisation of the 

placement of the other monograms and shields, their inclusion at the feast day of St Stephen has 

a strong, if presently elusive, motive behind it. 

 

2.4.2: The Blessing of Salt and Water 

[Ŝǎǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƛǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

the service for the Blessing of Salt and Water. As a departure from the other occasions where 
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the patron places his initials, in this instance the precise location within the missal seems to 

override the significance of the service itself. The ceremony for the Blessing of the Salt and 

Water is on fol. 9r, which is the very first page of the Litlyngton Missal after the calendar 

sequence (fols. 1r-9v). It is natural to expect that the patron would desire to make an impact at 

the first true entry into the body of the book. The first page of a book is a traditional place to 

find the presence of the patron of the work with many examples of identifying heraldry, 

representations of scribe, artist and patron, portrayals of donor and recipient, and even written 

messages from the originators to the future readers.85 Although regrettably fol. 9r does not have 

images of the scribe, artist, or patron, it is a particularly splendidly illuminated page, which 

succeeds in its intention of creating a powerful first image-rich opening to the missal. 

Unmistakably, the use of heraldry and ciphers in the abundantly inhabited and wide patterned 

borders connects the opulence of the gold and colour-filled page to the patron.  As the only page 

in the immense service book to contain a bas-de-page type bottom border, further weight is lent 

to the impressive entrance that Nicholas Litlyngton makes as patron through this sumptuous 

first page (fig. 2.25).  

Litlyngton shares the glory of this first page as Westminster Abbey is also heralded and glorified 

in the copious iconography. Not only do the borders and the bas-de-page scene contain images 

of clerics in lavish vestments, but the coats of arms of the abbey are also displayed in between 

the roundels of the lower border (fig. 2.26).  

The subject matter of the bottom scene is very significant. Played out over four roundels, a 

procession of clerics travels from left to right across the page. Each scene is punctuated either by 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

procession, the abbey, and its abbot. The pageant, discussed in more detail in section 5.3.1, 

depicts the weekly procession that was an integral part of the Blessing of the Salt and Water 

ceremony: the asperges and Sunday mass.86 The procession also took place before mass on the 

solemn feast days and the level of magnificence in clothing indicates that an example of a higher 

feast day is being portrayed in these images. Most tellingly of all, the procession is moving out 

over grass into the open and into a direct interaction with the lay people who are shown, more 

as a destination point than onlookers, in the last scene. The significance comes in the 

ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

town of Westminster and the city of London. The pictorial representation of a bond between the 
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convent and the laity accords with the vivid picture of connection that Harvey elucidated in her 

work on the monastic community at Westminster.87 

/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ included on this page as 

a traditional position for patronal presence, the iconography would suggest a deeper level of 

sophistication. Other English missals which show heraldry on their opening pages do not go 

further than a simple proclamation of patronage: the shields are shown without extra pictorial 

embellishments.88 However, the chosen imagery in the Litlyngton Missal allows an interpretation 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ abbey walls. Hence, notwithstanding the location is 

undoubtedly the principal factor behind the shields and monograms on fol. 9r, Litlyngton has 

taken the opportunity to promote the house through iconography, even when the page is not 

directly related to a feast day of special importance to the abbey. 

 

2.4.3: The Crucifixion Page 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ to be discussed is perhaps the most obvious 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƛƻ bearing a full 

page miniature of the Crucifixion is quite regular in medieval book patronage, without being 

universally so.89 In the case of the Litlyngton Missal, there is a larger than usual incentive for the 

/ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎΤ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀƎŜ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ 

(fol. 157*v), is an individual work of art produced separately to the main body of the missal. 

Executed on a discreet folio, it is blank on one side and bound as a single page, opposite the 

Canon of the Mass. The quotation from the Litlyngton Missal Accounts informs us that the cost 

of this one specialist miniature was 10 shillings.90 The central image of the Crucifixion is painted 

in a noticeably more innovative style than the other illustrations, showing influences of the 

trecento Italian paintings.91 Having individually commissioned an Italianate full page miniature, it 

is not surprising that Nicholas Litlyngton has put his stamp upon it in the form of a large example 

of his coats of arms and a monogram in the bottom border of the page (fig. 3.7). Considering the 

pivotal defining importance of the Crucifixion to the whole nature of Christian religion and of a 
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mass book in particularΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƛŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ not included on 

this page. 

Another more prosaic, yet no less important, motivation for having his marks on the Crucifixion 

page is that being connected to the liturgy of the Eucharist, this page would probably have been 

the most used in the whole book. As a missal, a mass would have been celebrated every time 

that it was used in a service and therefore, as the heart of the mass, the Crucifixion page with 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƛǇƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ would have come to the attention of the celebrant.92  

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŜǎǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ probably an 

example of affective piety: the external expression of the depth and sentiment of faith. 

However, his ciphers not only show his presence through iconographic proxy at the mass, but 

would also prompt later celebrants to render a prayer for his soul each time a mass was 

celebrated, which brings forward the issue of commemoration as a motivation for conspicuous 

donorship. 

 

2.5: Nobility and Remembrance  

 

2.5.1: Marks of Nobility and Remembrance 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ carry a greater message than mere 

identification of patronage, and beyond that it is natural to interpret the patronal marks as also 

having a commemorative function.  

The ciphers used are consistent with those Litlyngton had employed in other projects and 

benefactions around the abbey, with the one alteration of the differencing mark of fleur-de-lis 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

role of patron of a richly illuminated bespoke manuscript. Just as the vault ōƻǎǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

initials with a hunting scene,93 a motif often associated with nobility, being located in a religious 

house fuses together the two elements of Litlyngton as both nobleman and abbot, so too, the 

missal could be another example of this combination. 

The differenced Despenser arms are a ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ, or close 

connection with, that noble family; the nature of his monogram similarly appears to be an 

                                                           
92

 It is likely that the ciphers on fol. 9r also experienced high exposure as the great feasts were preceded 

by the Blessing of the Salt and Water ceremony. 
93

 Section 1.2.3.  



79 
 

indicator of his membership of the aristocratic classes. The initials refer to his toponym 

(Litlyngton, see 1.1.2ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƻƴ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

abbey as a novice, nevertheless, the monogram emphasises nobility without recourse to using D 

for Despenser. The initials are topped with a coronet, in recognition of the baronetcy that 

belonged to the Despenser family.94 Furthermore, the crowned initials are housed within a 

buckled garter. Edward, first Baron le Despenser (1336-75), for whom Litlyngton acted as 

attorney in 1373, had become a knight of the garter in c.1357-60.95 Therefore, the use of the 

garter in the monograms in the missal could be an allusion to the honour brought to the family 

by the inclusion of one of its members into the elite institution created by Edward III.  

LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭthough 

Litlyngton was an abbot who promoted his house through the commissioning of this deluxe 

book, as well as through what he decided to highlight for special attention in it, he is consistently 

represented as a nobleman through the symbols he uses to denote himself: the garter, the 

coronet, and the coat of arms. The features of the symbols eloquently indicate the manner in 

which he wished to be remembered just as strongly as their actual appearance argues that he 

desired to be commemorated.   

In his study of the patronage of Benedictine art and architecture, Luxford ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨPost 

mortem commemoration was an incentive for patronage at all levels, and many records survive 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊǎΦΩ96 The belief that the living could speed the progress of departed 

souls through Purgatory by acts of commemoration was powerfully influential on medieval 

society97 and a true guiding force behind the development of diverse genres of the visual arts 

with commemorative devices being incorporated into art as visual cues for prayers.98 Certainly, 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜΣ 

exactly where they were most likely to receive greatest exposure, would seem to signify that 

remembrance was among the factors concerning decisions on the illumination pattern of the 

missal. The patronal marks on these pages, and the fore edge of the book, have echoes of the 

ŀōōƻǘΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜŎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿƻuld be said 
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daily for his soul: proof beyond doubt that Litlyngton was extremely concerned that he should 

be prayed for.99 Additionally, Luxford observed that as patronage of art and architecture 

provided passage through purgatory, via divine mercy induced by prayer, it was considered 

expedient to finance, or be credited with financing, works of common benefit; both the plate 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ƎƻƻŘΩ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΦ100 

Litlyngton also ensured that prayers were said for his soul, and for those of his parents, in other 

religious houses. In 1382, with an initial cost of £40 and an annual recreation of 20 shillings, he 

founded a twelve-monthly anniversary on 26 September at Great Malvern Priory, daughter 

house of Westminster Abbey.101 Westminster Abbey Muniments further reveal that previously, 

in 1374, a similar anniversary had been secured annually on 6 December at Hurley Priory for the 

cost of £40 and a yearly recreation of 15s.102 Abbot Litlyngton also had plans to set up a chantry 

chapel for himself and his parents in the abbey church at Westminster. In 1366, a royal license 

records the assigning of two messauges ǘƻ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƻƻƪ Ψǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ 

the said Abbat and convent for building a chantry at Westminster for the souls of the parents of 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ŘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ ƭŀǘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΦΩ103 Despite the purchase of various 

lands for the reason of setting up the chantry, the physical actuality never occurred.104  

Conceivably, the Despenser shields in both the abbey and the missal may have been a double act 

of commemoration, a mode of Litlyngton remembering his own parents as well as others 

remembering him. In the same way, the garter could have been a reminder to him to pray for 

Edward Despenser.  

 

2.5.2: Anomalous Nicholas 

Whilst not achieving the material reality of a chantry chapel he was granted an anniversary by 

his house as far back as 1360.105 As with the anniversary that he acquired at Hurley Priory, the 

date of the occasion was 6 December; the clear connection is that it is the feast day of his 

namesake, St Nicholas (of Myra)Φ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

largest anomaly concerning the motive of commemoration in the Litlyngton Missal occurs. The 
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representation of the feast day of St Nicholas on fol. 286r does not have patronal marks. It 

ǎŜŜƳǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƛǇƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 

anniversary at both Westminster and Hurley; it would seem such an obvious place to have 

included them. 

A closer inspection of the illumination of the feast day helps to explain why such an unlikely lack 

of patronal presence should occur on the day most likely to be connected to his 

commemoration. It also suggests the intervention of Litlyngton himself. The representation of 

the bishop is a simple one that shows a mitred figure dressed in a chasuble holding a crosier and 

with one hand in the attitude of episcopal blessing (fig. 2.27).  However, the initial is 

uncharacteristic in a number of ways.  Firstly, the figure stands on a knotted background with 

foliage on gold, the only instance of such a background for a figurative initial; thirdly, it is the 

work of the Temporale Artist, the first example for eighty folios, since fol. 206r, and the only 

example of non-Sanctorale Artist work in the Sanctorale; and finally, the palette, especially of 

the clothing, is noticeably different to that used for other figures. While East recognised that the 

hand is that of the Temporale Artist, the other irregularities were not noted and no suggestion 

ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƳŀƭƻǳǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ was offered.106  

Lƴ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴƻƳŀƭƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŀƛƴǘƭȅ 

namesake was added after the original illumination of the letter had been completed.  The 

ƪƴƻǘǘŜŘ ŦǊŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

and four line illuminated initials throughout the Litlyngton Missal, and on its own would be a 

finished illumination. Lines of the knot and some curling leaf are clearly visible under the pale 

chasuble, demonstrating that the figure was painted over the top of a finished initial. As well as 

explaining the seemingly singular use of knotted background, the atypical palette can also be 

explained: in an attempt to block out the paint from underneath, the artist has mixed white with 

the pigment for the chasuble, resulting in an unusual milky pink/blue colour that is not effective 

in totally obscuring the designs beneath it.  

The final irregularity ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΥ the St Nicholas initial is the sole occasion of the 

Temporale ArtistΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ in the section of the missal otherwise uniquely illuminated by the 

Sanctorale Artist. These two main artists of the missal have their work very markedly split into 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

distinctly noticeable (see chapter three for full discussion on artists and attribution of work). A 

reasonable hypothesis would be that once the oversight had been noted by the patron, 

remedies were offered by the artists, on how to correct it. As the error was not necessarily 
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noticed until either the quire or whole missal had been finished, then the Sanctorale Artist was 

not inevitably still responsible for the work in that section. As for the lack of patronal marks on 

the corrected version: whilst it was possible to amend, fairly unobtrusively, the depiction of St 

Nicholas in the initial, making room in a finished margin for a patronal mark without spoiling the 

completed work was probably not a viable option.  

Thus, through what seems to be an oversight, Abbot Litlyngton appears not to be represented by 

patronal marks on his own commemoration day. However, in reality this anomaly is probably 

resolved by turning the page of the missal. Whilst the feast of St Nicholas opens on fol. 286r, it 

continues, and ends, over the page on fol. 286v. This means that the text of the feast of St 

Nicholas shares the page with the Feast of the Conception of the Virgin; this latter page, as 

already discussed, has four patronal monograms in its margins. Rather than a coincidence, I feel 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Conception of the Virgin, a feast championed by Clare, were designed to share pages, and 

therefore monograms. 

The scribe appears to have been directed in this matter as great care has been taken to ensure 

that the texts of these two services sit together in overlap on the same page (fol. 286v). The 

writing is noticeably smaller on both the preceding page (fol. 286r) and on the top half of the 

first column overleaf (fig. 2.13). Excepting the bottom four lines, the entire first column of text is 

the continuation of the service for the feast of St Nicholas from the previous page. Coming 

between the service of St Nicholas and the feast of the Immaculate Conception is a short service 

for the octave for the feast of Saint Andrew. The space saving exercise only continues to halfway 

down the first column but indicates the measure of importance that was behind the intention of 

uniting these two feasts. 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƻƳŀƭƻǳǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ǎŜŜǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

designer, and possibly the most sophisticated use of LiǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

shifting his marks from the opening page of the service on the feast of Nicholas to the second 

page, an intelligent instance of poly-layering is created. Their use on this page indicates a record 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳŜmoration day; his continuing devotion to Mary in unambiguous 

terms; and the victorious endeavours of Osbert of Clare are recalled.  

On reflection, it would seem that Nicholas Litlyngton never places his initials in any location with 

just the sole purpose of seeking remembrance. Even in the cases of the opening page and the 

Crucifixion page, his marks appear in conjunction with other motives: the Crucifixion page shows 

Nicholas Litlyngton affiliating himself with the central mystery of Christianity and the opening 

page is in itself a promotion of Westminster Abbey, as well as the most obvious opportunity for 
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the abbot to claim responsibility as patron for an opulent work of art. In fact, remembrance as 

the unique motive for including his marks on a page would seem to be out of keeping with his 

modus operandi. This may also go towards explaining the lack of overt figural portrayal of 

Nicholas LitlynƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΦ 

 

2.5.3: Physical representation 

Nigel Morgan noted ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ΨŀōƻǳƴŘΩ ƛƴ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŘƛǳƳǎ ƻŦ 

English art in the latter part of the fourteenth century and the first half of the fifteenth.107 

Lethaby identified the now damaged carved stone head at the bottom of the archway leading to 

ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ as a probable portrait (fig. 2.36).108 While Litlyngton is evidently manifest in 

the missal through heraldry and monograms, whether he is present as a painted figure is both an 

under-discussed and unresolved issue. It is only in later work involving Nicholas Litlyngton or the 

Litlyngton Missal that the issue arises at all. In her ODNB entry, Harvey registered an element of 

doubt as to whether there was a likeness of him in the missal109 while East asserted that the 

figure on fol. 164r (fig.2.28) is ΨAbbot Litlyngton pronouncing a blessingΩ.110 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎ 

behind this identification is that this folio of the missal introduces a series of episcopal blessings 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǘƘŜ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜΦΩ111 Therefore, East 

reasoned, as abbot at the time of the commissioning, as well as being the patron, the mitred 

abbot or bishop in the initial must logically be Litlyngton. This is an important point and not 

without weight but there are other representations of a mitred abbot/bishop in the missal that 

East does not consider as representations of the patron, even though the rationale must be the 

same or stronger. 

All the depictions of mitred figures which could be representations of the abbot of Westminster 

appear in the section of the missal illuminated by the Temporale Artist: folio 121r, Corpus Christi 

(fig. 2.30); fol. 144r, anniversary of the dedication of a church (fig. 2.29); fol. 164r, benediction 

ό9ŀǎǘΩǎ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ, fig. 2.28). The figures dedicating the church and giving blessing on 

folios 144r and 164r respectively, could be interchangeably either bishops or mitred abbots, 

whereas the figure involved in the annual procession of the Feast of Corpus Christi is unlikely to 
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be a bishop taking the role of a mitrŜŘ ŀōōƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ. Therefore, the mitred 

figure shown processing behind tonsured monks in copes at this feast has more to recommend 

itself as a representation of Litlyngton as abbot of the brethren of Westminster.  

All the mitred figures mentioned could be representations of the abbot of Westminster and it is 

right that this should be recognised. Sandler cautiously conceded that the figure on fol. 164r 

could be an abbot as well as a bishop.112 However, that this should lead to the assumption that 

any, or all, of the portrayals are of Nicholas Litlyngton specifically, as opposed to abbots 

iconically, is not justified. Whilst East is to be commended in raising the previously ignored 

matter of whether Litlyngton is represented figuratively rather than simply through his heraldry, 

his claim that the figure on fol. 164r is Abbot Litlyngton pronouncing a blessing is overstretched. 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ 9ŀǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ! Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŦŀŎŜΦΩ113 A ǊǳŘƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

limited number of face styles, and consequently many of his figures resemble each other very 

closely and have limited facial expression. The artist relies on hair colour and style and the 

presence or absence of beards to show difference in appearance, even across the sexes. Whilst 

the Temporale Artist is undoubtedly skilful in his use of iconography and composition for 

effective message conveyance, never can it be claimed that his strength is portraiture.  Of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘƻ ΨƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ мспǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 

representation of Litlyngton  then it would be usual to include personal devices to proclaim his 

identity or even a scroll with his name, as is seen for the patron, Brunyng, in the Sherborne 

Missal.114  Furthermore, just a few pages further on in the missal at fol. 199v, is the benediccio de 

sancto Nicholao episcopo, which could possibly be a more fitting place ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΩǎ 

representation. 

However, although it seems unlikely that the mitred figure on fol. 164r is Nicholas Litlyngton, I 

would like to consider another mitred figure as a candidate for his representation, even though 

initially it would seem implausible as it is usually so strongly connected to a specific bishop. 

 

2.5.4: ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ 

The column miniature that heads fol. 206r at the beginning of the ceremony of the coronation of 

a king presents a monarch seated on a throne with mitred figures standing one on each side of 
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him. Also present are two attendant monks and a layman, who holds a sword: presumably the 

ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ Ψ/ǳǊǘŀƴŀΩ (fig. 2.31).115 Two such mitred figures in the illustration of an English 

coronation are generally understood to represent the archbishops of Canterbury and York. The 

tradition originates from the accounts of the coronation of Edward the Confessor, who was 

crowned jointly by the archbishops of Canterbury and York. 116 The scene occurred on the walls 

of the painted chamber at the Westminster palace117 ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ tŀǊƛǎΩ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Flores Historiarum.118 Although the practice of being crowned by both archbishops was not 

repeated, the iconography of the shared crowning persisted, became the accepted norm, and is 

to be found in most English examples of coronation scenes in documents and books throughout 

the middle ages. The tradition is even retrospectively applied to representations of the 

coronation of David.119 Many such miniatures show both archbishops, with the archbishop of 

Canterbury traditionally on the left, flanking the monarch, holding their respective sides of the 

ŎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ Examples include: 

BL, MS Cotton Vitellius A XIII, 1280-1300, fol. 6r; Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 20, 

c.1330-39, fol. 68r; Pamplona, Archivo de Navarra MS 197, c.1390, fol. 3 and fol. 19; and BL, MS 

Cotton Nero D VI, c.1386-99fol. 70r. Also see Table 4.1. 

 Other similar scenes, whilst not showing the flanking bishops in the act of crowning, uniformly 

show the pair engaged in exactly the same actions and usually vested identically. The best 

known example of this second type is found in the Liber regalis. A double coronation of both king 

and queen depicts a conflated, symbolic continuous narrative in which the monarchs are already 

crowned while the archbishops of York and Canterbury, simultaneously behind both thrones, are 

engaged in hand gesture conversation with each other (fig. 2.3нύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

miniature in the Liber regalis returns to simultaneous crowning by both archbishops (fig. 2.33). 

Cambridge, Corpus Christi MS 20 has the two bishops engaged not only in simultaneous 

crowning, but also a synchronised reaching for the chrismatories proffered in perfect symmetry 

to both men.  

The Litlyngton MissalΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŜ differs in one major respect from its predecessors and 

contemporaries. The two mitred figures are not employed in symmetrical activities and only that 
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on the left is shown in the act of crowning; the other is supporting the king by holding the royal 

forearm and shoulder. In itself this is not evidence enough to presume the supporting figure to 

be the abbot of Westminster displacing the traditional Archbishop of York. However, the image 

should be viewed in conjunction with the rubrics in the coronation order and compared with like 

scenes in other sources. 

 Litlyngton was the abbot presiding at the coronation of Richard II in 1377 and is long accepted 

as having been influential in the alterations made to the English coronation order that was used 

at that coronation (see 4.1.2). The inclusion of the coronation order in the missal at all is 

remarkable in itself and a definite statement of ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŦ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

coronation is emphasised in the revised rubrics.  

The instructions in the rubricated text are specific and highlight ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ 

proximity to the king on this holy day, a fact mentioned more than once. The magnitude of the 

ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΥ ΨǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ 

Westminster... who must be always at hand at the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ 

ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǊƛƎƘǘΩΦ120 The mitred 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ aƻǊŜ 

explicitly, as per the rubrics, beyond the Archbishop of Canterbury, the only person involved in 

physically touching the king at the holiest moment of royal unction is the abbot of Westminster, 

who is charged with assisting the king in his re-ǾŜǎǘƛƴƎΥ  Ψ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ been thus 

anointed, the loops of the openings are to be fastened on account of the anointing by the Abbot 

ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩ.121 ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƻǇǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŦŀǎǘŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣ ōƻǘƘ 

of which are specifically mentioned as points of unctƛƻƴΥ ΨǎŎŀǇǳƭŜ ŀƳōŜǉǳŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƎƛƴŜǎ 

ōǊŀŎƘƛƻǊǳƳ ƛǇǎƛǳǎ ǳƴƎŀƴǘǳǊΩΦ122 It appears intentional ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

exact points of contact for the mitred figure in the Litlyngton miniature, the very points that the 

abbot would have touched in his re-vesting of the king.  The ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ 

position of both support and in contact with the clothing of the king at forearm and shoulder 

loudly echoes the rubrics and their defining role of the abbot of Westminster at the coronation.  

The hypothesis that the figure is the abbot is further supported by the manner in which the 

rubrics pointedly omit any individual mention of the archbishop of York. In answer to historical 

ǿǊŀƴƎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ōŜƘalf, the rubrics specifically state 

                                                           
120

 ECR, p. 116. All translations regarding the rubrics are taken from ECR. 
121

 ECR, p. 119. 
122

 MEW, 695. 



87 
 

at the beginning that the rite of crowning and anointing the king belongs solely to the 

archbishop of Canterbury, or his appointee, and none other.123 In fact, despite the bishops of 

Durham and Bath being mentioned, the rubrics do not deign to single out the archbishop of York 

individually at any point throughout the lengthy instructions for the coronation, whereas the 

abbot of Westminster is frequently noted throughout (see 4.2.1). It therefore seems fitting that 

the image of the coronation should reflect the new order as revised by Litlyngton, patron of the 

missal. This seems especially true as a later manuscript miniature (BL, MS Cotton Nero D VI, 

fol.70r, dated 1386-99:  fig. 2.34ύ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ό¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘύ 

shows a return to the simultaneous crowning witnessed in earlier images. Therefore, the 

ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Further support that the mitred figure is the abbot comes from the Litlyngton miniature 

portraying the coronation of a queen fifteen folios further on in the missal. Folio 221v (fig. 2.35) 

shows a queen being crowned jointly by two mitred men, who simultaneously place the crown 

on her head. The rubrics connected to this ceremony reveal that the abbot of Westminster plays 

no part in this feminine counterpart to the male coronation service. Hence in the image there is 

a return to the more traditional iconography of the two archbishops in identical robes, 

synchronised and symmetrical in every way. The figures in the coronation of the king have 

mitres of two different designsΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘƎŜŀǊ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

design shown in the miniature of the coronation of the queen. It is interesting that from the four 

figures present at the two coronation scenes, the only one to have a different mitre is he whose 

traditionally assumed identity is here being challenged. 

Furthermore, in ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻn miniature the archbishop of Canterbury is accompanied by 

a crucifer to denote that he is performing a sacred act, whereas the abbot figure is accompanied 

ōȅ ŀ ǘƻƴǎǳǊŜŘ Ƴƻƴƪ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǎƛŜǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΣ 

both of the mitred men are accompanied by crucifers to show that it is a shared act of crowning 

by two archbishops. It is therefore reasonable to conclude that the distinction between cross 

ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Ǌeason. It must be 

recognised that the motif of crucifer/crosier is not a fixed tradition,124 however, here 

inconsistency within the same book is a notable element.  

Further still, in the Litlyngton Missal, and unlike in other coronation scenes, the two mitred men 

are not identically dressed, with different coloured and patterned vestments, and the right hand 

figure is conspicuously not holding the crown. Whilst not holding the crown could plausibly be 
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read as a reminder that the archbishop of York had no place to crown the king, the other 

elements of the rubrics, the double crowning shown by the same artist elsewhere, different 

attire in the Litlyngton miniature, and double crowning and use of two cǊƻǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ 

miniature all point to it being further proof that the figure is the abbot.  

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation page.125 ¢ƘŜ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ 

role of the abbot as an individual at the ceremony is emphasised beyond his capacity of head of 

a house, which has the honour of being a coronation site.  

As to whether the image is therefore an intended representation of Nicholas Litlyngton is 

another matter. There are facts which might lead to an affirmative answer: Litlyngton had been 

the abbot to officiate at the most recent coronation and had been heavily involved in the 

revision on the Fourth Recension coronation order. However, there are no patronal marks on 

this page to draw particular ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƴƻ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ 

figures, and the portrayal of the facial features of both men is the homogeneous style that the 

Temporale Artist uses for beardless men. Therefore, ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ image 

is heavily implied it is not overtly stated.   

LƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊǘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

figurative representations of the mitred abbots that appear in the missal. Had Nicholas 

Litlyngton desired an unambiguous rendering of himself he could have commissioned a clearer 

and customary manner of figurative patron portrayal.  One classic method would be 

representations of him, vested in his abbatial pontificalia,126 paying homage at the scene of the 

Crucifixion as a kneeling figure in the margin. Abbot William Ashenden is portrayed thus in the 

Abingdon Missal127 (Bodleian, MS Digby 227, 1462, fol. 113v) to name but one of many 

examples. Similarly, ecclesiastical patrons are sometimes incorporated in an attitude of 

reverence in a decorated border on an important abbey feast day, as happens regularly in the 

Sherborne Missal.128 The use of heraldry and scrolls removes issues of uncertainty of identity and 

is adopted in both the Abingdon and Sherborne Missals in conjunction with the figurative 

portrayals of their patrons; such measures would overcome the limitations of artists unable to 

produce physical likenesses of characters, were that ever to be the true intention.  
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My belief is that in the same way that the figure of the king in the coronation miniature is 

representative of a player in the ritual of the coronation ceremony, rather than of Richard II in 

particular, so too the images of the mitred abbots throughout the missal, including in the 

coronation miniature, are representative of a given abbot of Westminster as opposed to 

Nicholas Litlyngton himself. That connection is made to both Richard, as king at that time, and 

Litlyngton, as abbot and patron of the book, is natural and possibly even consciously sought.  

2.6: Conclusion  

The desire for commemoration and commendation are the most obvious considerations when 

assessing incentives behind a ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ wish to be explicitly identified. Certainly, the desire to be 

remembered both in prayer and for posterity seem ōŜȅƻƴŘ Řƻǳōǘ ƛƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

his missal. His chosen vehicles for achieving these aims were his aristocratic heraldry and 

monogram in preference to identifiable representations of himself as an abbot; in truth, his 

presence is no less palpable from that choice. However, to conclude that [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ in 

using his devices were simply to be remembered, praised, and prayed for would be to miss the 

intelligence that rests behind his guiding hand. A reappraisal of the perceived frequency of 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

an exact intention behind their inclusion in carefully chosen locations.   

¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛōƭŜ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Řevices suggests, in 

turn, that there is the highest probability of the patron as an active agent in decisions regarding 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 

obvious ones it is likely that someone other than the artists was involved in judging where they 

should be placed. Also, there is no clear reason why an artist should paint Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ arms at 

the Octave of Pentecost without instruction, and the likelihood must be that the original 

instruction came ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

alterations made to the illumination of his anniversary date, and the occasions when 

iconographic decisions are based on knowledge of Westminster Abbey and its feast days.  

The location of devices in the Litlyngton Missal reflects a complex web of varied motivations 

which accords with other instances of [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ benefaction. The strongest strand is the intent 

to promote the house at Westminster and show his pride in it. His frequent alliance with matters 

of importance to the house, together with the notable lack of personal figurative representation, 

gives the message that the monastery is of primary importance. He shines only in the reflected 

ǊŀŘƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƎƭƻǊȅ, even as serving abbot on coronation day. 

Certain elements of his special devotion to Mary could also be seen as a continuation of the 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ 
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Conception implicitly praiǎŜǎ hǎōŜǊǘ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ŀǎ 

well as venerating the Genetrix herself. The intimate connection between Peter and Mary 

ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Pentecost is so marked a departure 

from the norm, even for a book related to the missal (Cambridge, Trinity College MS B.11.3, 

c.1380-1400), as to stimulate the idea that it is intentional and was driven by the patron. 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ octave reaffirms this 

thought. The binding together of Mary and Peter ties the greater power of Mary to the patron 

saint, and, in so doing, raises the sanctity and prestige of the abbey. Not to be forgotten is that 

affiliation to Peter, and even possibly SǘŜǇƘŜƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

ƭƛŦŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ IŀǿƭŜȅκ{ƘŀƪŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

veneration of StephenΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ remains somewhat of a mystery.  

 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ are to be expected as a natural recognition of the 

ŀǇƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ, the patron often eschews the normal 

hierarchy of major feast days as locations for his devices. In extension of this, Litlyngton 

somewhat unexpectedly does not have his ciphers on all the feasts of his preferred foci of 

attention, St Peter and the Virgin. This selectivity gives greater gravitas to those occasions when 

they do appear. Rather than placing his marks on each of {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ feast days, he chooses the 

most revered day of martyrdom and the day which marks Peter out as first among apostles: 

unius apostoli. The same concept of discernment applies to his veneration of Mary. [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

most preferred day is also clearly indicated by the highest number of his devices on the day of 

aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ,  the metaphorical and literal pinnacle of her glories when she is lifted by 

angels to be crowned Queen of Heaven. Had his devices been more regularly and numerously 

applied, the effect would have been less striking on this day. As it is, the illumination for this 

ŦŜŀǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΦ  

In relation to the pattern of use for the devices in the missal, Abbot LiǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘ exhorts 

an alma parens to know that he will continue to give, in death, to that which he loved in life. 

Alma parens translates as ΨƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Latin feminine.129 Thus, conceivably, it could 

refer to either Mother Mary or the house at Westminster Abbey (abbatia/ecclesia: also 

feminine). OŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ is probably a multiple 

meaning. It appears likely that the reference on his gravestone is associated with the two 

themes that Nicholas Litlyngton affiliated himself to most strongly in his missal: the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and the Benedictine house at Westminster.  

 

                                                           
129

 Section 1.3.2. 
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Chapter Three  

The Missal Makers: The Artists and 

Scribe  

WƻƘƴ [ƻǿŘŜƴ ƻƴŎŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ψƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ 

ōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

makers.1 Accordingly, the first part of this chapter will concentrate on matters relating to the 

production of the missal and, where possible, on the identities of the men completing these 

tasks. To this end documentation related to the Litlyngton Missal, as well as the missal itself, will 

be closely examined with specific relation to manufacture. In order to better understand how 

the various components came together, discussion of the themes will be approached in the 

ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ second part of the chapter will address 

the unresƻƭǾŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

individually for which ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ illuminations they were responsible. Beyond establishing 

attribution, awareness of the number and progression of artists further clarifies our 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 

artist in more detail than has before been undertaken, which additionally affords a view of them 

as individual artistic personalities.  

 

3.1: Missal Production  

 

3.1.1: The Abbey Accounts  

As mentioned in the introduction, one of the reasons for which the Litlyngton Missal is best-

known is the survival of financial accounts relating to its creation. The accounts form a four-line 

ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ ŦƻǊ моуо-4, running from 

Michaelmas to Michaelmas (WAM 24265*: hereafter Litlyngton Missal Accounts).2 They are 

ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

                                                           
1
 Royal Manuscripts, p. 20. 

2
 The ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜƭǳȄŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

costs: ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ IΦ9Φ .ŜƭƭΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ .ƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩΣ The Library (1936), pp. 312-332, 

esp, p. 318; GM, II, p. 173; Backhouse, Age of Chivalry, cat. 715, p. 519; Christopher De Hamel, Scribes and 

Illuminators (London, 1992), p. 14; Luxford, Art and Architecture, p. 70; .ƻǾŜȅΣ Ψ²ƻƭƭŀǘƻƴΩΣ ǇΦ офΦ 
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ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

production. 

WAa нпнсрϝΥ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ моуо ǘƻ моуп (Litlyngton Missal Accounts) 

Expense novi Missalis 

In xiij duodenis percamenti vitulini empties pro uno novo missali faciendo  

Iiij. li. vj. s. viij.s. [sic]3 

Et in illuminacionae grossarum litterarum xxij.li.iii.d. 

Et pro ligacione dicti  missalis. xxj.s. 

Et .j. homini scribenti notas in dicto missali iij.s. iiij.d. 

Et pro cooperatura dicti missalis. viij.s. iiij.d. 

Et pro brodura eiusdem vj.s.x.d. 

Et pro registro euisdem missalis xx.d. 

Et pro pictura dicti missalis x.s. 

In vj. nodulis emptis pro eodem xij.s. 

In j. baga empta pro eodem iiij s.vj.d. 

Et in feodo Thome Preston per duos annos scribentis dictum missale iiij.li. 

In panno empto pro liberatura dicti Thome per dictum tempus xx.s. 

Summa xxxiiij. Li. xiiij.s.vij. d. 

 

Expenses for the New Missal 

For 13 dozen vellum parchments bought for the making of one new missal £ 4 6 s 8 d 

And for illumination of the large letters £22 3 d 

And for the binding of the said missal 21s 

And for 1 man for writing the notes of the said missal 3s 4 d 

And for covering the said missal 8s 4d 

And for embroidering the same 6s 10d 

And for registration of the same missal 20 d 

And for the painting of the said missal 10 s 

For 6 bosses bought for the same 12s 

For 1 bag bought for the same 4s 6d  

!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ writing of the said missal £4 

In clothing bought for the livery of the said Thomas for the said time 20s 

Total £34 14s 7d 

 

                                                           
3
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ΨŘΩ 
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The accounts show that thirteen dozen (156) skins were bought for the Litlyngton Missal. 

Normal procedure was to fold each skin to make one bifolio (two leaves or four pages), 

therefore 312 folios would have been created from the 156 skins, and yet, in total, the Litlyngton 

Missal has 341 folios. The shortfall of twenty-nine leaves (fifteen skins) was noted by East who 

argued that the Abbey scriptorium was likely to have already had vellum enough in stock for 156 

skins to be sufficient for the Litlyngton Missal.4 It is unclear whether East meant that the 

parchment in stock was taken into account as a part of the original calculation of parchment 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΣ ǿŀǎ 

accommodated by using existing stocks. Regarding parchment, East convincingly contested YŜǊΩǎ 

assertion, 5 and repeated by Alexander,6 that three dozen skins, recorded in an entry in the 

LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ 1386-7 (WAM 19370, discussed in section 3.1.4), were intended for the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΦ 9ŀǎǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŀǳǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ the implication of assuming that the parchment mentioned in 

²!a мфотл όƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎύ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǎƪƛƴǎ όǘƘƛǊǘȅ-six skins: i.e. seventy-two folios) would be 

oveǊ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǎƪƛƴǎΦ 7 YŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ 

seems to have arisen from a mistaken conflation of different obedientiary accounts for two 

separate missals made chronologically close to each other: the Litlyngton Missal 1383-4 and a 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ΨLƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎŀƭ моус-тΩΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ 

was itemised twice: it was actually one mention in each set of accounts.8 ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ΨLƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ 

Missal (see 3.1.4). 

Despite the fact that the Litlyngton Missal Accounts do not include the full amount of parchment 

needed to make the Litlyngton Missal, the cost of parchment was still the second greatest 

expense after illumination. Inspection of it shows it to be of high quality: clean, of even 

thickness, and with very few holes. Using the Litlyngton Missal Accounts, Christopher De Hamel 

                                                           
4
 East, pp. 233-4.  

5
 N. R. Ker, Medieval Manuscripts in British Libraries: I London (Oxford, 1969), p. 410. 

6
 Alexander, Medieval Illuminators, p. 36. 

7
 In his calculations regarding parchment for the Litlyngton Missal, Alexander did not allow for each piece 

of parchment being folded in half. He therefore argued that even with the parchment from both sets of 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ όǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻȊŜƴύ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ мфн Ŧƻƭƛƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΩΥ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ Medieval Illuminators, p. 158, n. 27. 
8
 Alexander, Medieval Illuminators, p.36. 
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calculated that each sheet would have cost 6 ½ d., comparatively costly to other known prices of 

3d. per sheet in 1358-9.9  

 

3.1.2: The Scribe  

After the acquisition of parchment the next phase of production would have centred on the 

ǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊǳƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƭƭǳƳ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƛǎ 

more expansive in his entry regarding the scribe than any other matter to do with the missal: 

And in payment to Thomas Preston for two years for writing the said missal 4 pounds.                          

For clothing bought for livery for the said Thomas for the said time 20 shillings.  

The higher level of information presumably stems from the different forms of payment to the 

scribe: cash and clothing. That we are given both his name and the duration of his employment 

seems to be both good fortune and perhaps an indicator of a closer bond to the abbey. The 

abbot's treasurer's roll of 1382-оΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘs 

ŜƴǘǊȅΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ нм ǎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ у ǇŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ CǊΦ ²Φ ²ŀǊŦŜƭŘ ΨǇǊƻ 

ƳŜƴǎŀ ¢ƘƻƳŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƻǊŀƴǘƛǎ ǎŜŎǳƳ ŀŘ ƳŜƴǎŀƳΩΦ10 ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ŘŜ ²ŀǊŦŜƭŘΣ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǎǘΣ ƛǎ 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭthough he died in that 

post within the critical period of 1383-4.11 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎ 

with Warfeld covers the twenty-ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ !ŘǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀǊǊangements dovetail with the Litlyngton Missal 

!ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƪ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ моуо-4, as 

witnessed by the fact that the final production acts of binding and covering the book are also 

recorded. Given that Preston lodged with the Abbey during his employment it seems likely that 

he had been an itinerant scribe but as noted by Robinson and James and others, later 

documents show that a Thomas Preston was professed as a novice to Westminster Abbey in 

1384-5 and sang his first mass in 1386-тΤ ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ Ǌƻƭƭ ƛƴ мпмф-20.12 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎƻƴΩǎ A Directory of London Stationers and Book Artisans 1300-1500 notes the name 

Thomas Preston was not uncommon in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries.13 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ 

                                                           
9
 De Hamel, Scribes, p. 13. 

10
 WAM 24264*; Robinson and James, Westminster Manuscripts, ǇΦ уΦ Ψfor the board of Thomas Preston 

lodging and at table with himΩΦ 
11

 Pearce, p. 96. 
12

 Robinson and James, Westminster Manuscripts, pp. 7-8; Pearce, p. 120; Christianson,  Directory, p. 144; 

East, p. 230. 
13

 Christianson, Directory, p.144. 
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seems almost too co-incidental to not be the same person. Furthermore, Legg judges the 

Litlyngton Missal and the 1388 Westminster Vestry Inventory to have been written by the same 

hand. 14 Of course, it is also possible that the abbey had simply reemployed the same scribe, but 

as a Thomas Preston was professed in 1384-5 it seems likely that the abbey had gained him as an 

in-house scribe. Certainly East believed this and reasoned that the Litlyngton scribe probably 

wrote the 1386-т LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƳƻƴƪΦ15 As payment for a scribe is not 

recorded in the LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ моус-7, it is likely that a brother undertook the task and the 

newly professed Thomas Preston is the probable candidate.  

оΦмΦоΥ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ Work 

The uniformity of scribal hand in the Litlyngton Missal bears out the Litlyngton Missal Accounts 

record of payment to just one scribe; the only element not undertaken by Preston was the 

musical notation, which is recorded as undertaken and paid for separately. There are also later 

marginal notes at various points in the missal (discussed 4.1.1) and the signed witness of public 

instrument concerning John Islip as Abbot of Westminster in 1500 on the leaf preceding the 

calendar.16 Erasures and alterations have since been made to suit the required change in 

worship.17 

The text is divided into two columns and written in red, for instructional rubrics, and black. There 

are two sizes of writing: 7mm and 5mm in Gothic Textura. The area prepared for writing is 

368mm x 267mm with thirty-two ruled text lines per page. The larger script, as noted by Legg, is 

used for collects, epistles, and gospels with the offices, grails, sequences, and offertories being in 

the smaller size.18 Reflecting the importance of the Eucharist, the writing in the Canon of the 

Mass is 8.5mm high and there are only twenty-seven lines ruled on fols. 157r-161v to 

accommodate this larger script.  

Both the calendar and the Canon of the Mass include bi-coloured words, where the letters have 

two colours in stripes, chevron, or check patterns. In the mass they are blue and red, whilst in 

the calendar they are blue and gold; this accentuates their importance. In the opening of the 

                                                           
14

 Wickham Legg, Inventory, p. 4.  
15

 East, p. 234. 
16

 For document transcription see MEW, pp. a2 and iv. 
17

 9ΦƎΦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ .ŜŎƪŜǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻƭΦ 24r. At the 

/ŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜǊŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ΨwŜƎŜ ƴƻǎǘǊƻ IΦ 

wŜƎƛƴŀ bΦ ŀƴǘƛǎǘƛǘŜ ƴƻǎǘǊƻ bΦΩ 
18

 MEW, p. vii. Wickham Legg observed that there were exceptions to these rules as might be expected in 

a two-year project. 
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ƳŀǎǎΣ ΨǇŀǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƘŜǎǳƳΩ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŜǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ όŦƛƎΦ оΦмύΦ19 In the 

calendar the bi-ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŘŜƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΥ 

Edward the Confessor, 6 January; the feast day of SS Peter and Paul, 29 June; the Nativity of the 

Virgin Mary, 8 September; and the Nativity of Christ, 25 December. Other days are written in 

gold, blue, red, or black in an approximate, but not entirely consistent, hierarchy of importance 

of feast days.20 

As the script is consistent with the rest of the manuscript it appears that Preston was responsible 

for the bi-coloured writing and that he therefore knew how to apply gold over gesso; the gold 

words in the calendar are raised and therefore gold leaf laid on gesso. There are instances where 

the gold has come away and red bole can be seen underneath.21 The gilded and bi-coloured 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎƻƭŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ  ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜΩǎ DƻǘƘic Textura text by their lack of 

angularity and therefore more likely to be the work of the artists (see below).  

Also appearing by the hundred over the pages of the Litlyngton Missal are faces sketched by the 

scribe varying in size, gender, and expression (fig. 3.2). East attempted to find meaning behind 

their inclusion but, apart from incidental occasions, he deemed that there was no pattern and 

that Preston simply enjoyed including them.22 

 tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻvides continuity of form 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ Iƛǎ ǇŀŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

completed text, but also as only once the text, and layout, on any given page was completed 

could the illumination begin. 

3.1.4: The Illuminators 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

the illuminators could commence work on finished sections while Preston continued with the 

task of writing. In comparison to the information about the scribe, the Litlyngton Missal 

Accounts are unforthcoming regarding information about how many artists were involved, who 

they were, and how long it took them.  

                                                           
19

 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǳƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƘŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƛƘŜǎǳƳΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ƛƴƪΣ 

ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ΨǳƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŀǘŜǊΩ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜΦ 
20

 As noted in 2.2.1, there are inconsistencies in the hierarchy of colours used in relation to the status of 

the feasts as denoted by the number of copes and lectionsΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΩǎ ƴƻƴ-definite hierarchical 

structure is discussed MEW, p.ix and East, pp. 74-78. 
21

 De Hamel, Scribes, p. 60. 
22

 For faces see East, pp. 112-114. 
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Christianson hypothesised that Thomas Rolf might have been a key artist of the Litlyngton Missal 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƛƴ 

the accompanying accounts:23 

 

WAM мфотлΥ LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ моус-т όLƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎŀƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎύ  

Et in tribus .xii.nis de velym empties pro novo Missali .xxi.s. precio.xii. vii.s. Et pro rasura 

.xiiii. quaternorum dicti Missalis .ii.s. iiii.d. Et pro vermilion- et incausto .xviii.d. Et in azuro 

pro Kalendario .vi.d. Et Solute Thome Rolf pro illuminacione & ligamine Missalis predicti 

.lxx.s. xi.d. 

And for three dozen vellum bought for a new missal, 21s. Price per 12, 7s24. And for 

shaving of the 14 quaternions for the said missal 2s 4d. And for vermillion and ink 18d. 

And for blue for the kalendar 6d. And in payment to Thomas Rolf for the illumination 

and binding of the said missal 70s 11d. 

 

²ƘƛƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ wƻƭŦΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΣ 

East was confident that ΨhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ [main] artists was almost certainly Thomas RolfΩ.25 It is 

plausible, and tempting, to take the name of an illuminator known to have worked at 

Westminster Abbey and apply it to unknown illuminators who also worked there on a similar 

project just three years apart from each other. However, it does not necessarily follow that the 

same illuminator would have been used for the two projects of very different scale.  Indeed, 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ wƻƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŀƭ 

ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇǊƻ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀŎƛƻƴŜΩ. However, certainly the 70s and 

11d paid to Thomas Rolf in 1386-7 shows that illumination was an important part of the 

LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ 

interesting possibility. 

Although the identity of the Litlyngton Missal artists remains unknown, it is possible to garner 

other information about them from the Litlyngton Missal Accounts. There are two entries 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ Ψ9ǘ ƛƴ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀŎƛƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳ ȄȄƛƧΦ ƭƛΦ ƛƛƛΦŘΦΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ9ǘ ǇǊƻ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŀ 

dicti Ƴƛǎǎŀƭƛǎ ȄΦǎΦΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

                                                           
23

 Paul C. Christianson, A Directory of London Stationers and Book Artisans 1300-1500 (New York, 1990), p. 

153. 
24

 7d. per sheet. 
25

 East, p. 4. 
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Crucifixion page from as far back as 1928.26 wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨEt in illuminacionae 

grossarum litterarumΩ only mentions the illumination of the large letters, the entry must, 

perforce, mean all the other illumination: columnar miniatures, floral initials, small gold and 

painted initials, and the various different forms of borders ranging in their hierarchy from filled 

frames populated with figures to single coloured bars.  

 

¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ψgrossarum litterarumΩ does implicitly 

inform us that the decoration was not undertaken by members of the monastic community. Had 

the artists belonged to the house then it is doubtful that payment of decoration would have 

been included in the manner it has. Instead, itemised costs of materials for internal use would 

have been presented individually such as was done with the parchment in the Litlyngton Missal 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƪΣ ǎŎǊƛōŜΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ моус-т ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ 

Missal. In truth, by the late fourteenth century it would have been unusual for such a large 

illumination project to have been undertaken in house, as monastic production had been 

superseded by professional artisans.27  

 

As the artists were from outside of the abbey are we to assume that they were working together 

as a part of one workshop? Is it possible that one master of a workshop was paid for his services 

and then paid his workers a wage or share? Or could there be a stationer sub-contracting the 

work to various independent craftsmen? Scholars including Alexander, Christianson, De Hamel, 

and Scott have explored the topic of illuminatoǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

habits.28 Their discussions deal with such problems as false inferences regarding working 

collectives and assumptions based on lack of evidence to the contrary. Christianson stated that 

direct evidence of association between the different threads of the book profession is not easily 

found, but he outlined the elements that make it more likely than large centralised workshops 

ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜΦ29 Christianson, Scott, and 

De Hamel also agree that on many occasions the central figure of the stationer was responsible 

for contracting the various independent craftsmen necessary for the completion of a 

manuscript.30  

 

                                                           
26

 Eric Millar, English Illuminated Manuscripts (Paris: Brussels, 1928), p. 28.  
27

 See, for example, the discussion in Alexander, Medieval Illuminators, pp.30-32. 
28

 Alexander, Medieval Illuminators ; Christianson, Directory, p. 29; De Hamel, Scribes, passim; Kathleen L. 

ScottΣ ΨA Mid-Fifteenth-Century English Illuminating Shop and Its CustomersΩΣ Journal of the Warburg and 

Courtauld Institutes, 31 (1968), 170-196, esp. p. 170.  
29

 Christianson, Directory, pp. 29-31. 
30

 Christianson, Directory, pp. 29-31; ScottΣ ΨEnglish Illuminating ShopΩΣ ǇΦ мтлΥ 5Ŝ IŀƳŜƭΣ Scribes, p.5.  
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With reference to the Litlyngton Missal, due to the various itemised elements recorded on the 

ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǊƻƭƭΣ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

central stationer would have been responsible for the management of the different production 

strands. Perhaps thiǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wƻƭŦΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎƻƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wƻƭŦ ŀƴŘ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƭŜōǳǊƎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŀŎȅƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ моунΦ31 CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ 

Missal accounts he was recorded as paid for illumination and binding, which shows responsibility 

ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ. Backhouse posited 

that Preston might be responsible for sub-contracting other artisans.32 A stationer, whether Rolf, 

Preston, or neither, would explain the grouping together of art costs relating to different artists 

and types (miniatures, borders, letters) into one undifferentiated sum covered by the umbrella 

ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ 

together again, it should be strongly considered that they were not all from one fixed workshop.   

Unlike in the case of Thomas Preston, the Litlyngton Missal Accounts make no record of money 

for livery, board, or lodging for the artists. Thus it is safe to reason that the artists were not 

housed in the abbey, and were, therefore, professionals from local workshops. However, this 

does not necessarily tell us where the decoration was accomplished: within the abbey walls or in 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΦ    

 Christianson explained that early book commerce began in the fourteenth century in London33 

and that by the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as many as fifty-six book craftsmen rented 

shops in Paternoster Row.34 With a thriving book trade in London, illumination would have 

occurred in local workshops, although in the case of the Litlyngton Missal there are reasons to 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ {ŀƴŘƭŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴΩǎ 

Benefactors Book35 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅǎ by which they 

ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

account rolls.36 However, the Litlyngton Missal Accounts do not prove that the missal was 

illuminated in the abbey: only the scribe is shown as receiving food from the abbey and there is 

ƴƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΦ ¸Ŝǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

artists worked daily in the abbey, but that their food was not supplied and was therefore absent 

from the accounts. The materials the artists needed were easily portable, or could have been 
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 Christianson, Directory, p.153.  
32

 Backhouse, Sherborne Missal, p. 12. 
33

 Paul C. Christianson, Memorials of the Book Trade in Medieval London: The Archives of Old London 

Bridge (Cambridge, 1987), p. 1.  
34

 Christianson, Directory, p. 31. 
35

 GM, II, cat. 158, p. 180. 
36
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stored in the abbey. Such a precious manuscript of considerable size could have been most 

easily dealt with within the abbey, rather than dividing it up, possibly, between various 

workshops.  If the missal was decorated within the abbey walls it might clarify why the 

Crucifixion scene was on an individual folio and singled out for separate payment; the specialist 

work could have been executed independently by the Crucifixion master at his own place of 

work.  

 

3.2: Attribution of work  

 

Moving away from the Litlyngton Missal Accounts and returning to the idea of sequence of 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǘƻ ŘŜŘǳŎŜ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 

looking at the division of labour between the various artists. However, in order to do this 

logically it is first necessary to address the unresolved question of how many artists were 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΦ 

The Litlyngton Missal has sixty-one historiated initials, three column miniatures, and the full 

page miniature of the Crucifixion, making a total of 65 instances of illumination without including 

the figurative or decorative borders.37 Figurative work in the borders occurs only as an 

accompaniment to either a miniature or inhabited/historiated initial on the same page, and is 

always undertaken by the same artist responsible for the initial.38 As noted in the introduction to 

ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊiography is brief. While discussions regarding the artists 

is included in various notable works,39 only three studies include a correlation of illustrations to 

individual artists: Lucy Sandler in Gothic Manuscripts 1285-138540 (1986); Lynda Dennison in ΨThe 

Stylistic Sources, Dating and Development of the Bohun Workshop, Ca 1340-1400ΩόмфууύΤ41 and 

5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 9ŀǎǘ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƻŦ !ōōƻǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴǘƻƴΣ моуо-1384: Its 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΩ όнллтύΦ  

                                                           
37

 See Appendix C for list.  
38

 The initials vary in height from 3 to 7 lines: 1 x3 lines, 19 x 4 lines, 10 x 5 lines, 14 x 6 lines, and 8 x 7 lines 
39

 J. J. G. Alexander and C.M. Kauffman, English Illuminated Manuscripts 700-1500 (Bruxelles, 1973), pp. 

102-3; Amanda Simpson, Connections between English and Bohemian Painting during the Second Half of 

the Fourteenth Century (New York: London, 1984), pp. 138-139;Janet BackhouseΣ ΨŎat. 714: The Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩ ƛƴΣ W. J. G. Alexander and Paul Binski, Age of Chivalry: Art in Plantagenet England 1200-1400 

(London, 1987), pp. 518-19; Marks and Morgan, p. 89. 
40

 GM, II, pp. 172-5. 
41
[ȅƴŘŀ 5ŜƴƴƛǎƻƴΣ ΨThe Stylistic Sources, Dating and Development of the Bohun Workshop, Ca 1340-1400Ω 

(unpublished thesis, Westfield College, University of London, 1988), pp.205-206, n. 9 and 10. 
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There is a clear consensus that two main artists were responsible for most of the figurative 

illumination in the missal and that the change in their hands is mainly coincidental with the 

major divisions in the book: the Temporale and Sanctorale. Differences in expressed views occur 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

sections of work; the two problem areas are the Crucifixion miniature page and the section 

containing the royal ceremonies, which comes between the Temporale and Sanctorale.  

 

1. Calendar: fols. 3r-8v 

2. Temporale: fols. 9r-144r 

3. Ordinary of the Mass: fols. 145v-157*     

4. Canon:  fols. 157r-161v 

5. Benedictions: fols. 161r -205r 

6. Coronation services and funeral of a king: fols. 206r-224v  

7. Sanctorale: fols. 225r-288v 

8. Commune Sanctorum: fols. 289v-311v 

9. Votive Masses/ Commemorations: fols. 312r-325v 

10. Office for the dead: fols. 326r-331v (332 blank both sides) 

11. Other offices: fols. 333v-342v  

 

The division of work between the two main figurative artists, which is so clearly defined, apart 

from section 6, would suggest that as the scribe completed the first sections they were passed to 

the Temporale Artist to be illuminated.  

The exception of the Crucifixion page in section 5 is easily explained as it is on a singleton with 

no text. As sections 7-11 are also illuminated by one hand (except fol. 286r: see section 2.5.2), 

the logical interpretation is that these later sections were passed to the Sanctorale Artist once 

they had been written. The change from Temporale Artist to Sanctorale Artist might be due to 

factors such as the Temporale Artist no longer being free due to other work, or that he was still 

involved in illuminating the first sections.  

There is, of course, the additional element of non-figurative illumination to be considered. It is 

difficult to know whether the border artist is necessarily a separate person from any of the 

ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΦ As already stated, figurative work appears in the borders only on pages 

where there is an inhabited or historiated initial on the same page and the border figures are 

always by the artist who undertook the initial.  However, who undertook the non-figurative 

elements of the inhabited borders and the many pages with borders but no figures?  

Temporale Artist, 
apart from Crucifixion 
page (fol. 157*v) 

Sanctorale Artist, 

apart from fol. 

286r 

Attribution 

debated 
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The work of the borders will be discussed in more detail later in this chapter (3.3.9), but here it is 

important to prefigure that discussion a little in order to ascertain the likelihood of a separate 

identity for the border artist. The border designs throughout the missal show continuity in style, 

features, palette, and execution in all the sections of the missal with no noticeable changes in 

these elements in the different sections of the book. The regularity of the border illuminations, 

irrespective of varying figurative artists, would strongly suggest that the work was not 

undertaken separately by each figurative artist in the individual sections for which they were 

responsible. Therefore, we can assume an individual ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ΨōƻǊŘŜǊ artistΩ even if we cannot 

then discount him (or her) from being one of the figurative artists. Furthermore, as borders 

appear in sections of the book where, as I will argue, the figurative work is undertaken by 

neither the Temporale Artist nor Sanctorale Artist, then I am inclined to preclude both of these 

artists from also being the border artist.   

Returning to the work of the figurative artists, if the attribution of work is generally so 

uncomplicated, it is pertinent to consider what the differing interpretations of the Crucifixion 

page and section 6 are, why they have arisen, and what a resolution of attribution might reveal 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻduction.   

 

3.2.1: The Crucifixion Page 

The disputed matters concerning the high-profile page of the Crucifixion (fol. 157*v, fig. 3.5) are 

whether the Crucifixion miniature was completed by a different artist or the Sanctorale Artist 

and by whom the Crucifixion border images were illustrated. Ascertaining the number of artists 

involved in the Litlyngton Missal is in itself of interest and also of value with regards to 

understanding fourteenth-century manuscript illumination conventions. Beyond this, 

establishing attribution of work and extent of collaboration for this page affects the perception 

of the miniature as a stand-alone commission from a specialist artist with experience of the 

Italian trecento features.  

Regarding the borders scenes, only Sandler believed them to be by the Temporale Artist.42 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŦƻƭΦ фрǾύ ŀƴŘ 

the same scene from the border vignettes on fol. 157*v (figs 3.3 and 3.4) shows quite distinctly 

that they have been accomplished by two different hands: hair, face shape, tomb chest, and 

soldiers are all stylistically and iconographically dissimilar.  As two examples of iconographic 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ǘƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛŜǎ ŀ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŦŦ which are 
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not included in the border Resurrection of the Crucifixion page.43 Furthermore, the border 

vignette figures have the wavy hair and higher eyes of the Sanctorale Artist. Direct comparisons 

can be made between the Crucifixion page border scenes and ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Sanctorale. The figure supporting Christ in the Deposition vignette is an exact fore-runner of the 

{ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƛƳŜƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

as the Purification of the Virgin, fol. 230r, fig. 5.23). Furthermore, the left tormenter in the 

Flagellation vignette is exactly the same in face, hair, and clothing to the left tormentor in the St 

Andrew initial (fol. 285r).44 ¢ƘŜ ƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΩǎ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉortrays elements 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǿŀǎƘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

above it, with same body outline and attenuated arm muscles, gauzy loincloth, torse, and foot 

position. 

Still regarding the Sanctorale Artist, Alexander and Kauffman,45 Dennison,46 and Simpson47 

asserted that the main Crucifixion miniature is also his work; whereas Sandler and Backhouse48 

maintained that the work is by a different hand. If the miniature is by the Sanctorale Artist then 

the appreciation of the Crucifixion as a specially and singly commissioned and separately paid for 

piece from a specialist artist must be re-thought.  

There are indeed similarities between the Crucifixion mƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǾƛƎƴŜǘǘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ 

in the Nailing to the Cross vignette are crude black dots, whereas on the main figure of Christ 

directly below they are subtler red lines. Anatomical details are also slightly different: the navels 

in the border scenes are higher than those in the main image and eyebrows are more defined 

and arched in the main figure. There are also consistent general differences in eyes, hair, and 

drapery. Furthermore, certain differences to regular Litlyngton Missal iconography occur only in 

this scene, notably the circles and scalloped borders on the halos and the half-length stocking 

and bare knee used for Stephaton. In addition to this last point, the square-based pattern on the 

background to the miniature is also unique to this page.  

However, more significantly, the Crucifixion scene is conspicuously superior in sophistication and 

complexity of composition to any other work in the missal. Even posing the hypothesis that such 

compositional differences  could be explained by the Sanctorale Artist copying a piece of work it 
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44
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would not make clear why the figure of Jesus in all the border scenes has shorter, lighter, more 

helmet-like hair than the darker, freer tresses of the central Jesus (fig. 5.29). Also, the loincloth 

in the outer scenes is arranged with a fold in the middle, whereas in the central scene it is tied to 

one side; continuity of clothing and hair colour on the same page would be expected if 

undertaken by one artist, particularly as all the border Christ figures are alike to each other. 

More tellingly, the gauzy material of the loincloth is effortlessly shown in flowing movement, as 

if caught in a breeze. Such a departure from thŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭ 

ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴ ΨŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩΦ  

There is an extra nuance to the argument of Sanctorale Artist versus Ψ/ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩΦ 9ŀǎǘ 

suggested that the Crucifixion scene might be a collaborative work between the Sanctorale Artist 

and another artist.49 He noted the angels have different eyes (iris-less) to the other figures in the 

painting and that their nature is more like that of the Sanctorale Artist (fig. 3.6). This point can 

be more securely evidenced by comparing the five Crucifixion angels with the angels known to 

be by the Sanctorale Artist for the Assumption of the Virgin (fol. 263r). The angels in both scenes 

share similarities in clothes, hair, wing configuration, eyes, palette, and the way they emerge 

from stylised blue sky folds. The similarities are most easily perceived when comparing the 

/ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

three-quarter upper body posŜ όŦƛƎǎ оΦт ŀƴŘ оΦуύΦ Lƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻƪŜƴ 

of iris-less eyes and stylised sky motif, the sun and moon in the Crucifixion scene were also 

executed by the Sanctorale Artist. The implication is that the angels, sun, and moon, unless 

added later by the Sanctorale Artist (and there are no technical indications that this is the case)50 

were painted by original design and that the Crucifixion scene was a collaborative work between 

the Crucifixion Master and the Sanctorale Artist. Collaboration between two artists on this image 

is further supported by the way in which the border fretwork encroaches onto the main image 

itself (fig. 3.9). Had the border been painted independently of the Crucifixion Master by the 

Sanctorale Artist, such elisions between border and miniature would not have been possible. 

3.2.2: The Royal Ceremonies 

In section 6, there are three miniatures connected to the royal ceremonies and nine penwork 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ51 Sandler considered that 

all three miniatures were undertaken by another separate artist52 (hereafter the Royal 
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 East, pp. 119-221. 
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 It is interesting to speculate what an infra red exploration of the painting would reveal. 
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 YƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴƛƴiature, fol. 206r; nine penwork initials, fols. 208r-нмуǾΤ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
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Miniatures Artist53) and she did not mention the nine penwork initials on fols. 208r-218r; 

5Ŝƴƴƛǎƻƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Temporale Artist (her Litlyngton 

IŀƴŘ !ύΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

Artist (her Litlyngton Hand C), and she also overlooked the penwork initials;54 East thought the 

ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭe Artist (his Artist A)  and the other two were by the 

Sanctorale Artist (his Artist B).55 He believed the penwork initials were mostly by the Sanctorale 

Artist (his Artist B) with some elements looking like the Temporale Artist.56  

There are many similarities between the three miniatures which mean that examination under 

time pressure might lead to the conclusion that they were by the same hand (palette, size, 

general figure style, and rather inexpressive facial features). However, close inspection shows 

the ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ 

which both have wavy hair, longer face shapes, taller bodies, and more awkward arm 

movements (compare figs 2.31, 2.35, and 3.10).  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎludes the unique 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦŜǊǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǳǎŀƭ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation illumination holds the  typical characteristics that Sandler herself individualised as the 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΥ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǳōǳƭŀǊ 

figures with curvilinear drapery, ovoid heads, and half -ǎƘǳǘ ŜȅŜǎΦΩ57 Also useful in recognising 

ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜ ƛŘƛƻǎȅƴŎǊŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƛȄŜŘ ƘŀƛǊǎǘȅƭŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ōŜŀǊŘǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ όǎŜŜ 

3.3.2 for expanded discussion).  Just one of many possible comparisons can be made between 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ όŦƛƎΦ нΦомύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

of Lent, fol. 10r (fig. 3.11). They both share stylised hair, high eyebrows, eyes with pupils 

connected to the upper eyelid, and black line mouth with a red dot for lips.  

5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ 

hand, and not the Sanctorale Artist? A particularly useful comparison can be made between the 

ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴƻƴƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ όŦƻƭΦ онсǊΣ ŦƛƎΦ пΦмпύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ 

Lƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

three in the whole missal which iǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƭŘ ƭŜŀŦΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

more fluid with better body proportions, and the funeral tapers and hooded figures are notably 

different. 

                                                           
53

 My term.   
54

 Dennison, pp. 205-6. 
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 East, pp. 4 and 5. 
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 East, p. 152. Tudor-Craig discussed two of the penwork initials in her article, but she did not discuss 

artists or attribution: Tudor-Craig, passim. 
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 GM, II, p. 174. 
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Thus, examination of the miniatures in section 6 shows that a third figure artist, the Royal 

Miniatures Artist, is present in the Litlyngton Missal. That his work sits between the end of one 

Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΦ  

 IŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ him, rather than the Temporale 

Artist, there would have been a more apparent sense and continuity.58 It would also have been 

more logical if the royal ceremonies had been presented on discrete quires, which might have 

meant that the section for the royal ceremonies was executed in a different place, and even at a 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation starts part way through quire 28, fills quire 29, and runs over into quire 30, which 

holds tƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ59 Therefore, 

the text for the royal ceremonies does not coincide with quire breaks, albeit by little (see 

Diagram 3.1). Thus, that the Benedictional (starting quire 22) ended on the first folio of a new 

ǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛǊŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

onto the Sanctorale (starts quire 31), shows that that the inclusion of the royal ceremonies was 

always a part of the initial missal plan. What also becomes clear is that quire 30 was dealt with 

solely by the Royal Miniatures Artist.   

Diagram 3.1: Royal Ceremonies Quiring Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The work completed by the Royal Miniatures Artist could be described as a hiatus in the normal 

ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΥ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŜƴŘǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 

abruptly on fol. 206r and the other main artist, the Sanctorale Artist, does not begin his section 
                                                           
58

 This could go some way to explaining why Sandler attributes all three royal miniatures to the Royal 

Miniatures Artist. 
59

 ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ нлсǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƭΦ нлрǊΦ 

Quire 28 
205 ς 
206 x  TA 
207 x 
208 x  P 
 
 
 
209 x 
210 x 
211 x  P 
212 x 
 
 

Quire 29 
213 x 
214 x 
215 x 
216 x 
 
 
 
217 x  P 
218 x  P 
219 x 
220 x 
 
 

Quire 30 
221 x *  RMA  
222 * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
223 * 
224 +  RMA  
 
 

KEY:   -  Benedictional ϝ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ȅ  YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ҍ YƛƴƎΩǎ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ   

           TA Temporale Artist  P Penwork Initials RMA  Royal Miniatures Artist  
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until fol. 225r. The change in hands partway through a section that had already been begun 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

inception, using the Royal Miniatures Artist was probably not in the original conception of missal 

decoration. It is even plausible that the Temporale Artist, unable to continue the work of the 

previous sections, was replaced by the Royal Miniatures Artist who was found unsuitable either 

by the stationer or the patron. 

That the nine penwork initials in this same section have been so disregarded is hard to 

understand and who was responsible for them is difficult to ascertain.60 Unpainted, with letters 

physically formed from zoomorphic and anthropomorphic designs, these penwork initial are 

different in style to any other illumination of the missal, making comparisons with other initials 

far more difficult and attribution uncertain.  

 

3.2.3: The Penwork Initials 

Understanding whether the artist responsible for the nine penwork initials on fols 208r to 218v is 

one of the Litlyngton Missal artists so far examined is not an easy task; there are no like 

examples with which to compare them. The penwork initials are drawn in brownish ink and 

show skill in draughtsmanship and delicacy of execution mixed with ingenuity of form.  

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

the initials (Diagram 3.1), and although the application of paint would necessarily change the 

appearance markedly, the manner of the penned figures is unlike his. As examples of difference, 

the beard and hair of the wodewose and penwork Abraham are wavy and flowing, and the 

tiered drapery on the penwork king is unƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ όŦƛƎǎ оΦмфΣ оΦнлΣ ŀƴŘ рΦомύΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŘΣ 

unbending, monumental, tubular figures it seems out of keeping with his style, and possibly 

ability, to bend figures with the creative flexibility found in the penwork initials.  

By dint of position in the manuscript, there might be an argument that the Royal Miniatures 

Artist is a likely candidate to have drawn the penwork initials. They appear immediately before 

his other works and in the section that divides the work of the two main artists. However, the 

stiffness and problems with anatomical proportions of the figures in his miniatures are at odds 

with the nine penwork initials showing fluidity of form. Some of this could be explained by the 

different techniques. Admittedly, the border figures by the Royal Miniatures Artist around the 
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ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

suppleness. Once again though, the hair and beard of the penned figures are too different to be 

convincingly by the same hand. Added to this, the clothing differences between the dead king of 

the painted miniature and the penwork king are considerable (figs 3.10 and 3.20).  

The work that appears physically furthest away from the penwork initials in the missal is by the 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ŘǊŀǳƎƘǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ 

and litheness of form would make him the most probable from among the misǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ 

including the Crucifixion Master, to have created the penwork initials.61 Probably through the 

dictates of various subject matters of initials, the Sanctorale Artist has the most animals in the 

missal with which to make comparisons with the zoomorphic initials: the Royal Miniatures Artist 

has no examples and the Temporale Artist has one eagle (fol. 22r). Although there are many 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ manuscripts, they tend to be as unbending 

as his human figures. The pelican in the border above the crucified Christ on the Crucifixion 

page, work of the Sanctorale Artist, possesses similarities in beak and flexibility to the birds in 

the St Francis initial, and the lion in the wodewose initial is better, though comparable to that 

found in the Crucifixion borders. The tiered drapery of St Sylvester on fol. 225r is more akin to 

that of the penned king than any other drapery in the missal. 

 There is another possibility that might be considered. As the initials are so different to all the 

other figurative decoration in the manuscript then it is possible that the hand that drew these 

penwork initials is a new one. The fact that they appear in a section wholly given over to music 

might even suggest that the man hired to write the notes in the missal may have been 

instrumental in some way όΨhomini scǊƛōŜƴǘƛ ƴƻǘŀǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŎǘƻ ƳƛǎǎŀƭƛΩύΦ62 

In summation, the illumination of the whole section connected to the royal ceremonies has a 

number of puzzling inconsistencies: the ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀōǊǳǇǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǉǳƛǊŜ нуΤ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŀƭ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation continues over quires 28 and 29 with a set of penwork zoomorphic and 

anthropomorphic initials, the like of which never appear again in the missal; the bifolio with the 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ όǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎύ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

penwork initials; the artist for the penwork initials cannot be convincingly identified with any 

other artists in the missal; the only artwork in quire 30 is on two pages completed by the Royal 

aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǾŜǊǎƻ ƻŦ ǉǳƛǊŜ ол 
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is blank before quire 31, where continuity iǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

contribution begins and continues to the end.63  

²ŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻǘƘ 

start partway through quires which connect them to something else then the reasonable 

assumption would be that the text and incongruous artwork had been completed separately and 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƪƛƴƎΩǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭank last verso of quire 30 and with theories 

regarding the ordo ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜΩǎ 

hand and the border artist provide continuity in this more erratic section. 

 

3.3: The Artists and their Style  
 

In relŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

involved and for which images they were responsible; the focus for this next section is still 

connected to the artists and moves onto an examination of their work and an exploration of 

ŜŀŎƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

qualities, close scrutiny ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 

iconographic intentions, is included in the relevant sections.  

Following the chronological pattern of stages of production, as in the first half of this chapter, 

poses a problem in deciding at which point to analyse the work of the Crucifixion, due to its 

inclusion as a singleton partway throǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǘƻƴ 

there is no real clue as to where in the sequence of production it belongs. Therefore, as it has 

been argued as being a collaborative work with the Sanctorale Artist it is perhaps fitting that it 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƭǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

border artist. In all probability the border artist began the illumination sequence, but as the 

borders run throughout the whole missal and beyond where figural work finishes, the border 

artist was probably also the final illuminator to be working on the missal. Therefore, the work of 

the border artist will be analysed last of all as the shared element that connects all of the other 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
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3.3.1: Art Historical Context 

Before moving on to consider each of the Litlyngton artists individually, it will be useful to 

consider the characteristic style of the missal in broader terms.  In the introduction to her survey 

Sandler situated where the illumination of the Litlyngton Missal slots stylistically into the 

development of the illumination of fourteenth-century manuscripts.64 Not only did she track the 

development of manuscript illumination from the thirteenth to the fourteenth centuries, she 

also devoted attention to the clarification of rather indiscriminate use of terms, such as East 

Anglian and Court Style. Sorting manuscripts into location and patronage groups and styles of 

illumination she identified a sub-section of London-Westminster manuscripts that she named 

ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇΩΦ65 As the Litlyngton Missal is the sole group member for which ownership 

information is known Sandler defined the bonds that link these fourteen manuscripts as pictorial 

and textual rather than through patronage, as with the Bohun group.66 Simpson also defined a 

Ψ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƻŦ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ΨǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΩΦ67 5ŜƴƴƛǎƻƴΩǎ 

interest in some of the Westminster or Litlyngton manuscripts is based on their stylistic 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻƘǳƴ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƘǳƴ 

ǎǘȅƭŜΦΩ68  

{ŀƴŘƭŜǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

taste foǊ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭ ƭƛƴŜŀǊƛǘȅΩ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǳŎŜ !ǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Oscott Paslter.69  This taste for monumentality, use of rather stocky figures, and simplicity of 

composition and palette is shared, in varying degrees, by all the Litlyngton artists and means 

there is a discernible coherence in style. Beyond the major contributory factor of most of the 

work being undertaken by two artists, stylistic unity is further emphasised by the gold 
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 GM, I, pp. 15-52. 
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 GM, I, p. 36. The group includes nos. 144-мрт ƛƴ {ŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΥ ŎŀǘΦ мппΣ hȄŦƻǊŘΣ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ a{ уΣ 

Sarum Missal; cat. 145, BL, Add MS 16968, Hours and Psalter; cat. 146, Oxford, Keble College MS 47, 

Sarum Hours; cat. 147, Marquess of Salisbury, MS CP 292, Flores psalterii and Psalter; cat. 148, Cambridge, 

Trinity College MS B.11.3, Noted Sarum Missal; cat. 149, Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Laud Misc 188, Hours 

of the Virgin; cat. 150, Westminster Abbey, MS 37, Missal (Litlyngton Missal); cat. 151, BL, MS Cotton Nero 

D VI, Historical Compilation; cat. 152, Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Bodley 581, Libellus geomancie; cat. 

153, Cambridge, Trinity College MS B.10.2, Apocalypse and scenes from the Life of Edward the Confessor 

(Westminster Apocalypse); cat. 154, Private Collection Germany, Hours of the Virgin (Belknap Hours); cat. 

155, Westminster Abbey, MS 38, Coronation Order (Liber RegalisύΤ ŎŀǘΦмрсΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

MS A.7, Statutes of England; cat. 157, Pamplona, Archivo General de Navarra MS 197, Coronation Order. 
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 GM, I, pp. 34-36.  
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 Simpson, p. 172-142. 
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 5ŜƴƴƛǎƻƴΣ ǇΦ нло ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜΣ ΨwŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƘǳƴ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΩΦ 
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background used for nearly all images, which also creates flatness and lack of depth.70 The style 

ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

are some differences in treatment of drapery, although the two main artists come very close to 

each other in depiction of vestments. With some provisos regarding the Crucifixion Master, the 

figures of the other three artists are generally two-dimensional and almost always exude solidity 

and immobility. 

Finally, a cohesive force behind the illumination of the missal comes from other facets of mise-

en-page such as the page layout, consistent use of one line coloured letters in the text, the same 

scribe throughout and, very powerfully, from the non-figurative border decorations, which are 

regular in design, palette, and high quality. Nevertheless, the stylistic unity of the figural 

illumination still accommodates twists and idiosyncrasies of the individual artists to show 

through the harmonious whole.  

 

3.3.2Υ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ {ǘȅƭŜ 

The Temporale Artist completed the twenty-one initials, and related figurative border elements, 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜΣ aŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

only example of his work outside of the above sections is the initial for St Nicholas on fol. 286r in 

the Sanctorale. 

¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

They are normally ovoid, though sometimes spherical, and generally very pale with heavy-lidded 

eyes, which often look half-closed and only have the top lid defined and to which the pupil is 

always fixed. The eyelids are frequently highlighted with paler paint and a mixture of dark lines 

or shading indicates eyebrows (e.g. fig. 3.11). The eyes also usually appear at least half way 

down the face, ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘǎ 

follow a consistent formula of a black line, sometimes wavy, which regularly has a red dot of 

paint to indicate lips; this is not gender specific. The somewhat androgynous depiction of faces 

means that age and gender are defined by hairstyle, hair colour, and beards. Thus, monks are 

shown as clean-shaven and tonsured, older men have grey beards and hair with a bald forehead, 

and women have long hair. The Temporale Artist habitually uses four hairstyles: the tonsure, 

long wavy hair centrally parted, neck-length centrally parted, and neck-length centrally parted 

flicking up at the ends. All styles are often shown with a line of lighter paint to suggest reflected 
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 There are some inconsistent exceptions where a sense of space has been created (e.g. fol. 121r, Corpus 

Christi) but it could almost be argued that this is more accident than design. 
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highlights. Beards are most usually depicted as pointed forks, although he also uses single point 

ōŜŀǊŘǎ ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 

as expressionless.  

The limited range of colours that the Temporale Artist uses fits with the overall palette 

employed throughout the missal: gold, silver, red, blue, ochre, sienna, sage green, black, white, 

and pink/pinkish white.71 His application of colour gives substance and form to the rather 

ŎȅƭƛƴŘǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Ŧigures are solid, generally proportionate, and rigid 

even when shown in movement. Clothing often drops in stylised folds with elements of shading, 

highlighting, and outlining to establish definition. He falls into the group of artists that Sandler 

shrewdly notes as modelling and shading in some colours more readily than in others: blue, 

ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ72 The focus of his images is generally central and 

his figures are least problematical anatomically when presented full frontal or three quarter right 

facing. 

 

3.3.3: Te igitur: An Example of ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Work  

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ¢ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎΥ Te 

igitur clementissime pater (fol. 157r, fig.3.14). The initial is six lines high and portrays the 

Sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham. A large altar with cloth stands on the top of three, slightly curved, 

wooden steps. The middle step has a pattern of circles and the whole stands on a brown carpet 

with white dots. On the right section of the altar top Isaac is firmly held down ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

hand on his neck. LǎŀŀŎΩǎ hands are pressed together in prayer and his feet protrude over the 

edge of the altar. Abraham placed centrally, raises the sword upon which an angel lays a staying 

hand. With the other hand, the angel points down to a ram on a patch of grass.  

The down stroke of the T is mostly provided by the body of Abraham himself. This simple device 

of continuing the beginning of the down stroke of the letter throuƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ 

body ensures the space for painting is not only larger, but is also uncompromised by the 

bisection that would otherwise have occurred had the text initial continued down into the scene. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜr is extended by the positioning of the sword above 

his head, which forms the top lintel of T. In this way, Abraham is an inner letter T inside the 

actual outer T of Te igitur. 
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 !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Te igitur initƛŀƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ 

Dennison (p. 207) claimed for this artist and the missal generally. 
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¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾerges from 

other representations in ingredients, configuration, and message. The usual iconographic 

elements of Abraham, Isaac, the angel, a ram, and an altar are present, whilst absent is the 

commonly shown kindling and bush wherein the ram was found (seen in the Sherbrooke, Tiptoft, 

and Cambridge Trinity Missals, figs 3.15, 3.16, and 3.17).73 Palpable in the Litlyngton Missal initial 

is a crossover between interior and exterior settings, with the accent firmly on interior. Other 

representations of the scene are always shown as taking place outside. Indeed, apart from one 

very small patch of grass to the left on the image, on which the ram stands, the Litlyngton scene 

seems to take place indoors.  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΩ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎƛze of the altar, which is either much 

smaller or absent in other renditions, and certainly not the central focus (figs 3.15, 3.16, and 

3.17). Here, the altar is a church altar with white cloth with black pattern band, blue frontal, and 

golden top band. It is placed atop three wooden steps with the circular decoration adorning the 

ǘƻǇ ǎǘŜǇΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎƘƛŦǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ннΥфΥ Ψand 

Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son and laid him 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴƎŜƴǳƻǳǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 

comprehension on the conventions of medieval art to simply say that the portrayal of a 

sophisticated altar in the place of a rustic one is enough to indicate that the intention was to 

create an interior; after all, this may be simply a rendering of an altar per se.74 And yet, that 

there is carpet around the altar steps, as opposed to a continuation of the grass, is telling of the 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǘƘe absence of a bush and kindling, which elements would both 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƳōƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ 

between the sacrifice of Isaac and the sacrifice of Jesus daily enacted at an altar, via the mystery 

of the Eucharist. 

An altar, by association with the Eucharist, serves to evoke the ultimate sacrifice of Christ, with 

images of the consecration of the host at an altar sometimes being used as the Te igitur 

illumination.75 Thus by adaption and change of emphasis of one of the usual iconographic 

elements of the Old Testament scene, the Temporale Artist evinces not only another image 

often used at the Canon, but also the actual deed which this point of the liturgy creates. The 
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 Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales MS 15536 E (Sherbrooke Missal), 1310-1320, fol. 230r; New 

York, Pierpoint Morgan Library MS M.107 (Tiptoft Missal), 1311-1332, fol. 141v; Cambridge, Trinity College 
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 The Sherbrooke Missal renders rusticity through an altar made from faggots of kindling. 
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 While not the main initial, consecration images appear twice on the canon page of the Sherborne 

Missal. Consecration is in the Tiptoft Missal at Te igitur. 
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power of this association is stressed further when we remember that the facing page to this 

initial holds the full page Crucifixion image. At the Crucifixion Christ gave his body and blood, an 

act thereafter recreated at church altars at the Canon of the Mass, which is aptly the location of 

this particular image in the missal. 

!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭ 

statements, this initial provides the opportunity of examining certain of his techniques. Despite 

the solid and rather inflexible figures, movement is present through the positioning of limbs and 

ƘŀƴŘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ  !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǳǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǊƳ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘe 

ǎǿƻǊŘ ŀƭƻŦǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

is continued by the right hand pointing down to the ram from where the eyes are drawn to 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǎŜ ǿƛth up-tilted toes, thus 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ LǎŀŀŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǊƳ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǿƻǊŘ 

arm and the purposeful placement of his feet give the idea that the angel has intervened at the 

very moment that the fall of the blade woulŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ LǎŀŀŎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ LǎŀŀŎΩǎ 

diminutive size and foetal position to emphasise his vulnerability as he is powerfully held down. 

His smallness is juxtaposed with the deliberately large sword that breaches the confines of the 

initial ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ LǎŀŀŎΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘ ƘŀƴƎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ  !Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ 

has adapted a usual iconographic ingredient to impart extra resonance: in earlier and 

contemporary representations, when Isaac is represented on the altar he is shown kneeling or 

seated rather than curled into a protective ball (e.g. the Neville of Hornby Hours, the Queen 

Mary Psalter, and the Sherbrooke Missal).76  

In summation, the initial has a resourceful use of iconography, allusion, conflation, and clever 

ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

iconography to evoke narrative economically is not unusual in his work in the Litlyngton Missal, 

further examples of which are discussed with reference to iconographic messages in chapter 

five. Using a minimum of well-chosen ingredients he can conjure a complex narrative and evoke 

scenes which, by association, come with all the inherent details that it has been unnecessary for 

him to include in the image itself.    
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 BL, MS Egerton MS 2781 (Neville of Hornby Hours), 1325-50, fol. 8r; BL, Royal MS 2 B VII (Queen Mary 

Psalter), 1310-1320, fol. 11v. 
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3.3.4: The Royal Miniatures Artist  

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ όŦƛƎΦ нΦорύ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ 

miniature through size, background, and centrality of composition, but this miniature has 

immediately noticeable differences to the work of the Temporale and Sanctorale Artists. The 

ǊƻōŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ Ŏƭƻŀƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦŜǊǎΩ ŀƭōǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

the crown. The figures are taller and often slightly awkwardly constructed with 

disproportionately long arms. Indeed, it would seem that this artist has greater difficulties than 

the Temporale and Sanctorale Artists with making the human form look natural, especially when 

shown in degrees of profile, apart from the absolute side profile of the hooded mourners in the 

ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ όŦƻƭΦ ннпǊΣ ŦƛƎǎ оΦмл ŀƴŘ оΦмнύΦ  

Even so, the Royal Miniatures Artist created a striking pair of miniatures, particularly that of the 

ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜral. He has used red as a powerful background against which the black of the 

mourners and gold of the bier jump in relief. Contrast of colour is also achieved by the slice of 

ǇŀƭŜ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƻŘǎΦ Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ faces are neither 

the pale, wide-eyed, youthful looking visages of the Temporale Artist nor the more delicately 

expressive faces of the Sanctorale Artist, but the face of the dead king is arresting in its calm 

repose and ingeniously shown from a full aerial perspective while the other figures are in vertical 

side profile. This original planar perspective has the result of making the king stand out inan 

otherwise crowded composition 

¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻf the figures 

and the rigid symmetry of composition. The Royal Miniatures Artist has introduced a variation in 

ǇŀƭŜǘǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ ŎŀǇŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ 

not only for its sole use to depict Litlyngton thrones, but also because it has not oxidised, which 

is the fate of most other silver in the missal, and also of the crucifer staffs in this same miniature. 

The border figures connected to the two miniatures are noteworthy. Those of the funeral are 

simplȅΣ ȅŜǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ŀ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛŘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƳƻǳǊƴŜǊǎΩ ōǳǎǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ 

show glimpses of plasticity of form not easily evident in the two main images. Yet, the eyes, 

hands, hair, and face shapes strongly suggest that they are indeed by the same artist, which 

agrees with the unwavering trend in the missal that border images are painted by the same 

artist who undertook the main illumination for a given page. Taking the example of the bagpipe 

player from the middle of the top margin, this figure stands naturally, with a bent right knee and 

a foot braced against the edge of the frame (fig. 3.13). His clothing is fitted and noticeably 
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ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΩ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Sanctorale Artist. 

 

3.3.5: The Penwork Initials: Style 

The figures show good draughtsmanship with human and animal figures being well-proportioned 

and with the animals being easily identifiable. The various forms are effectively adapted to form 

the letters. The level of detail includes depiction of drapery, feathers, and fur. All of the penwork 

initials, in varying degrees, include shading. The brown ink appears to have been diluted and has 

been applied to denote areas in natural shadow such as in drapery folds (e.g. fig. 3.20), under 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǎŜΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘƛƎƘ όŦƛƎΦ оΦмфύΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ 

211r. 

These initials have caused a difference of opinion between the few scholars to have mentioned 

them. The split in judgement is connected to their style as it concerns whether they are finished 

ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ YŀǳŦŦƳŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ Ψŀƴ ǳƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΩ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ нлуǊ όŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 

two penwork initials on this same recto).77 East also believed the penwork initials to be 

unfinished, due to their not being painted.78 Tudor-Craig, however, asserted that they were left 

deliberately uncoloured79 

Tudor-Craig reasoned that the letters are not unfinished as nothing else in the missal remains 

incomplete. However, this assertion does not recognise that the penwork initials are themselves 

ƛƴ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŦƛƴƛǎƘΩΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƎƛƭŘŜŘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 

gold leaf has been applied and, at times, daisy buds and foliage have been painted not only 

around them, but up inside them (fig. 3.18). However, two of the letters remain ungilded: the 

wodewose on fol. 217v and the king on fol. 218v (figs 3.19 and 3.20). As further intimations that 

the penwork letters are not in a finished state, in the case of the king it is possible to see the 

underscored lines running through the drawing. Also, the figure of St Francis (fol. 208r) has some 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƭƭŜƎƛōƭŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ŜŀǊ όŦƛƎΦ рΦолύΦ {ǳŎƘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

not uncommon as instructions to illuminators. 
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 Alexander and Kauffman, p. 102. 
78

 East, p. 125. 
79

 Tudor-Craig, p. 114. 
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3.3.6: The {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ {ǘȅƭŜ  

In the Litlyngton Missal the Sanctorale Artist completed thirty initials and relevant accompanying 

figurative elements of the borders in the Sanctorale, the Common of Saints, Votive Masses, 

Commemorations, and Office for the Dead (fols. 225r-326r) as well as the fifteen figurative 

elements in the framed border around the Crucifixion miniature.80 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ƛƴ 

drapery, gestures, and planarity of compositions, nevertheless his work has naturalism and is 

consistently technically better in proportion, expression, flexibility and fluidity of form, deftness 

of touch, and basic draughtsmanship. He employs a greater variety of face types and is careful to 

be consistent if a character appears more than once in his illustrations (e.g. St Peter on fol. 232v, 

ŦƻƭΦ нпфǾΣ ŦƻƭΦ нруǾΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭΦ нуфǊύΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻǾƻƛŘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǇƘŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ Ƴƻre tonal modelling in depiction of flesh. The 

eyes are placed in the top third of the face and hair is generally wavy, whether long or short. 

Although his depictions of hands are generally tapering and elegant, there are certain scenes 

where they are clumsƛƭȅ ǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŀƭŜǘǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

produced before his. 

 

3.3.7: Ecce agnus dei: An Example of the {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

The five-lined initial D on fol. 247v opens the office of the feast day of the Nativity of John the 

Baptist and is one of the most accomplished illuminations of the whole missal (fig. 3.23). In an 

outside scene, John stands centrally with his bare feet resting on, and slightly overlapping, the 

bottom line of the letter while his halo breaches the top frame. The scene holds numerous 

elements which are balanced in size and colour and are proportionate and well-configured. The 

centrally placed figure of the saint is the direct focus of the image and where the eye easily 

comes to rest. The device of showing John holding a book balanced horizontally in the crook of 

his bent left arm and against his chest is managed naturally by the artist. This particular pose 

compares favourably to the same stance rather awkwardly managed by the Temporale Artist 

with John the Evangelist (compare figs 3.21 and 3.23). 

 Facing left, John is dressed in an animal skin, to which the head and hoof of the camel are still 

attached.81 His left leg is not covered by his makeshift clothing and his left arm is bare from the 

                                                           
80

 And arguably the angels in that scene: see 3.2.1. 
81

 aŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥпΥ ΨJohn had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loinsΩΦ 
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elbow. Despite his deliberately ragged attire, his elegant pose imbues dignity, which emphasises 

his gentleness of nature, as do the animals which are unafraid to gather around him.  Seated on 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ōƻƻƪ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀƳō ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Agnus dei has a 

ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƴƛƳōǳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 

foretold and witnessed. There is a sense of vulnerability conveyed by the tininess of the lamb, 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƎŀȊŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΣ WƻƘƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ to the lamb with the index finger of his right hand: this 

Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ecce agnus dei, behold the Lamb of God (John 1:29). The artist has 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ƭŀƳō ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΤ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ŘŜŜǊ 

and a lion while to his left is a grey-ōƭǳŜ ǳƴƛŎƻǊƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŘ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ 

to diagonally balance the red of the book, the only other red present in the image.  The animals 

are also indicators of the wilderness associated with John the Baptist, an idea strengthened by 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜǊΩǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŎǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 

ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǎŀƭƳ пнΥ Ψ[ƛƪŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŀǊǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōǊƻƻƪǎΣ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜŜΣ h 

DƻŘΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ Ŏƻƴƴection of water to the Baptist through these lines. This portrayal of 

John the Baptist with animals gathered around him is unusual in renditions in earlier and 

contemporary manuscripts. 

Thus, the Sanctorale Artist can be commended for creativity as well as technical ability in this 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎŎƻƭŀŘŜǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƭȅΤ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

renditions are extremely conventional in iconography and at others they lack the level of grace 

and proportion found with John the Baptist. One example of this is the representation of Mary in 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǳǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ нолǊ όŦƛƎΦ рΦноύΦ ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

heavy-jawed and seems over-large for her slender frame, although the figures and faces of 

Simeon and Joseph are well-executed. The Purification also holds an example of awkwardly 

spread hands, which occur especially when the figures are shown in profile holding something. 

IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜǊΦ 9ǾŜn so, the Sanctorale 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

of John the Baptist in the Keble Hours is flat in comparison (fig. 3.22). 

 

3.3.8: The Crucifixion Master 

The full page Crucifixion miniature on fol. 157*v (fig. 3.5) is the most-famed page of the 

Litlyngton Missal. It has appeared in major publications on Gothic art and medieval illumination 



119 
 

and has featured on television:82 ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ represented, the Crucifixion 

scene is generally present, often as the sole example of illumination from the manuscript. It is 

unsurprising that it should be a focus of attention as it is undeniably striking. Exploration and 

interpretation of the messages and symbolism of this image occurs in chapter five (5.3.2 and 

5.3.3), whereas here, it is the style which is relevant: it is a very rare example of a trecento Italian 

style Crucifixion scene in a fourteenth-century English manuscript.83 An influential study 

regarding the spread of the trecento ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŀǊǘ ƛǎ hǘǘƻ tŅŎƘǘΩǎ 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ! DƛƻǘǘŜǎǉǳŜ 9ǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ !ǊǘΩΦ84 Pächt examined the various forms 

through which Italian influence showed itself in English art, for example, space-composition and 

dramatic gesticulation. Whilst never mentioning the Italianate Litlyngton Crucifixion, he 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ όǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

fourteenth century), stating that they might well have passed as the work of a follower of 

Simone Martini.85 This observation is apposite as it reveals that Italian influences were present in 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ моуо-4, as was subsequently 

commented upon by Simpson, who ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΩ 

in relation to its later Anglicisation.86   

{ŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŀƴƻǊŀƳƛŎ 

treatment of the subject immediately calls to mind the narrative complexities of Italian frescoes 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ87 And in truth, in the Litlyngton Missal we see a movement away from the starker, 

more static representation of the Crucifixion, with Christ crucified in the centre, Mary to the left, 

and John the EvaƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ όŦƛƎǎ оΦнп ŀƴŘ оΦнрύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ΨōŀǊŜǊΩ ŦƻǊƳ 

has been replaced by a complex composition of a highly narrative quality, which expands the 

scene into a more crowded rendition and includes Mary Cleophas, Mary Magdalene, pharisees, 

soldiers, the Good Thief, the Bad Thief, Stephaton, and Longinus. The Litlyngton Missal 

Crucifixion Master has based his image on symmetry of configuration and colour, which though 

constant is not rigid (see fig. 3.27: central miniature without borders). The figures are arranged 

on a triangular frame with Jesus at the highest level acting as the peak, before moving down to 

the balance of the two thieves on either side of him and thence, finally, to the base formed by 
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the crowd ranged to left and right. Another proportioned triangle is easily divined through the 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŜǊ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΥ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǊŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎΩ ōŀǊŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

John the Evangelist on the left and, at equidistance from the cross, the garment of a Jew to the 

right.  Such attention to colour balance is evident throughout the image, to the level of being 

almost mirrored on either side of the dividing line of the central cross. The line of the cross 

provides symmetry for compositional elements too: the sun and the moon, two angels to left 

and right, the two thieves, Longinus with a long spear and Stephaton with a long pole, and the 

two sections of the crowd.   

The Crucifixion Master has applied various techniques consistent with the greater sophistication 

of the trecento in an attempt to provide depth, despite the flattening effect of the one-

dimensional gold background; the green of the grass meets at a point behind the cross in an 

endeavour to portray perspective lines arriving at a distant vanishing point. Foreshortening is 

rather clumsily depicted in the figure of Stephaton, again to express distance. The figure of 

Stephaton gives another example of an Italian device by being painted from the rear looking up; 

Rickert noted such curiously arranged figures as ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΦΩ88 

Noticeable too is that the crowd members are shown in a realistic arrangement rather than in a 

straight line with variation in figure height.    

Despite the crowded nature of the scene, which portrays seventeen human and angelic forms, 

the Crucifixion Master has adroitly maintained a sense of space around the figure of the crucified 

Christ. In this, the Litlyngton Crucifixion conforms to the points made by Pächt regarding space 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜΩ Ŏreating a picture space. This element is heightened by the 

image being framed, like a panel painting, by a wide historiated border running all around the 

central picture.89 Explicitly regarding the figures of the scene, Kuhn stated that they do not 

contain modelling and are flat, attenuated, and with strong outlines; in this way, although the 

ǎŎŜƴŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ YǳƘƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀǊǘΩ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ90 wƛŎƪŜǊǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

figures was that they were well-ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ΨƘŜŀǾȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩΦ91 Although heaviness is 

true of some of the figures on the ground, Mary in particular, I think it unfair to extend this 

judgement to the figure of Christ where the vulnerability of his naked body has been emphasised 

by the thinness of the stretched limbs and the tightness of the muscles in the arms. There is also 

dignity in his tilted head, where suffering is shown through the arched brows, and his face is 
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softened by the long hair that surrounds it. Such examples of artistry in expression, 

understanding of spatial tension, and employment of more sophisticated forms sets the 

Crucifixion Master apart from the other Litlyngton Missal artists. And yet, his work has 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜǎǘ 

understood as proof that although the image is Italianate, the Crucifixion Master himself was 

English. 

 

3.3.9: The Border Artist  

The borders give continuitȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

concurrence of opinion that the borders throughout the missal were accomplished by one hand. 

{ŀƴŘƭŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ Ψōȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΩΤ92 a 

comparison of the borders in different sections of the book does not reveal a noticeable 

difference in style or content. {ŀƴŘƭŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΩΤ93 certainly very often the borders are exceptionally sumptuous and executed at a 

consistently high level. That they are being discussed as the last aspect of illumination in this 

chapter is not a negative reflection of their contribution to the missal.  

As already discussed (section 3.2), while the non-figurative elements of the borders were almost 

certainly not undertaken by each of the individual figurative artists as they illuminated their 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ  ƳŀȅΣ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƻǊ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ heads that are the only figurative element employed by the border 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘ όŜΦƎΦ ŦƛƎΦ нΦнпύ ōŜŀǊ ƴƻ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜΣ 

or to that by the penwork artist (fig. 3.19). The border lion heads have higher heavy-lidded eyes 

with deeply etched eyebrows sloping downwards towards the nose. Also the ears are placed in 

line with the eyes, which again is different to the lions by the Sanctorale Artist and Penwork 

Initials Artist. Unfortunately there is no effective animal with which to compare either the 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǊ wƻȅŀƭ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

essentially serving a different purpose, the foliage rendered by the Sanctorale and Temporale 

Artists for the trees they paint is markedly unlike any of the myriad leaf forms (see below for list) 

used in the borders (figs. 3.21 and 3.23). Such evidence points towards a separate individual, 

although constructive comparisons are necessarily limited. 
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Also in favour of the border artist not being one of the figurative artists is that consistently 

similar borders appear in each of the sections completed by the four figurative artists discussed 

above, including the section with the Penwork Initials, where no other paint or gilding occurs 

(figs 3.18 and 20a). Had the border artist and the Penwork Initial artist been the same person it 

is unlikely that the zoomorphic initials would have remained uncoloured with the borders and 

gilding around them. 

The border decoration exists on a variety of levels and frequently appears on pages where there 

is no figural iconography.  The border variations range from decorative penwork at the lowest 

end of the scale, through to five wide and inhabited borders, (top, bottom, left, right, and inter-

columnar) at the highest end. In between these opposite degrees are schemes with one border, 

usually left or centre (figs 20a and 3.29), and two and three borders in varying combination with 

the left, top, or bottom. Border illumination widths also fluctuate from 5mm to 40mm (figs 3.28 

and 3.29). 

The border decorations are variations making use of a decorative vocabulary consisting of 

certain regular features. The palette is unvarying:  gold leaf, blue, red, white for patterns, black 

for outlines, and green almost solely for the daisy bud motif. There are often single, double, and 

treble solid bars with solid festoons or twisting foliage, in pairs, sprays, or single leaves: tri-lobed, 

five pointed, ivy, vine, beech, heart-shaped, lanceolate, smooth edged, serrated, bi-coloured, 

harlequinade, and mono-coloured. These examples indicate the complexity and richness of the 

various forms of foliage employed. Floral motifs are more limited and generally consist of 

stylised paired daisy or dianthus heads. Rarer are the more delicate ink flowers of five or six 

white or bare petals with a gold centre and white leaves. At other times the borders are more 

like frames with the interiors filled with foliage and strapwork (e.g. fig. 4.9). Fretted knots of 

intricate interlacing frequently appear and lacing, curling lines often become the outline of a 

space to be filled with a figure by one of the other artists.  

The border designs are consistent with the work preceding and immediately post-dating the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΦ Lƴ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀtion of English manuscript borders from c.1395-1499, which 

tracks the development of English border work, only the very first of the fifty manuscript borders 

she examined (c.1395) is recognisable as sharing designs found in the Litlyngton Missal.94 The 

border designs have also been used to link manuscripts with similarities to the Litlyngton Missal 

and the Westminster area, some of these, such as the Belknap Hours and Keble Hours, are also 

connected to the Litlyngton by the Temporale Artist, but others, such as the Coronation Order in 

Pamplona, are not. 
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The border artist also had a role in the decoration of letters. The foliage and daisy balls 

ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴǿƻǊƪ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

order evidence that it was done by the border artist, as were the borders themselves. Therefore, 

it may have been normal practice for the border artist to lay down the gold stippled backgrounds 

for the other figural work inside letters, perhaps working around a drawn figure, as witnessed in 

the penwork initials. The rose, red, blue, and white of the letters surrounding an inner figural 

scene, often intricately connected to the border, are also just as likely to have been painted in 

preparation for the figurative artists to complete afterwards, particularly as many such letters 

are enclosed in a square obviously decorated by the border artist (e.g. fig 3.23). Additionally, 

examples of such bi-coloured decorated initials can be found in the calendar where there are 

also borders, but no figurative work.  

There are hundreds of decorated letters, often called champ initials, in the Litlyngton Missal. 

They vary in size from two to four lines high and are filled with floral designs (fig. 3.32) similar in 

device to the borders. Also common are decorated letters of two lines high which are painted 

and further embellished with flourished penwork, often lavender or red, in the spaces in and 

around them (e.g. figs 3.28 and 3.29). Continuing down the hierarchy of decorated letters, at the 

bottom are the one-lined letters which must surely reach into thousands (e.g. fig. 3.29). These 

are in blue, red, and gold with ink flourishing and often appear in abundance on a single page. It 

is difficult to know whether these were accomplished by the border artist or the scribe. There is 

evidence for both being possible. Alexander refers to the blurred line between scribe and 

illuminator95 while De Hamel names an illuminator whose employment rates included capital 

letters at a hundred for a penny.96 It is even possible that a monk from the abbey was 

responsible for the champes.97 Consideration of these decorated initials means the phrase from 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

to be re-thought. In the light of the various types of illumination that occur in the Litlyngton 

Missal without being specifically named (e.g. borders, miniatures) it appears very unlikely that 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ  ΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ƴost probably 

also relates to not only the unmentioned borders and miniatures, but also the two to four-lined 

floral initials, and even possibly the two-lined colour and ink flourished initials and one-lined 

capitals, which after all, are, relatively speakiƴƎΣ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ 5Ŝ 

IŀƳŜƭΩǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ΨŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тΦсŘ ŜŀŎƘΩ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀǘŜŘκƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
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[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ϻнн оŘ όŦƻǊ ΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Litlyngton Missal Accounts)  divided by number of figural initials and miniatures, excluding the 

Crucifixion miniature. 98 

As a final thought related to the border artist, once again, the Crucifixion, stands apart from the 

bulk of the illumination in the manuscript. Although the interlaced knots of the borders agree 

with elements found throughout the missal, there is heaviness in the border decorations and the 

occurrence of uncharacteristic mistakes on the Crucifixion page that call into question whether it 

was undertaken by the normal border artist at all. There is a problem with the inner red bar line 

to the left and bottom corners of the miniature and the lowest right corner sags slightly below 

the line of the rest of the frame (fig. 3.5). The intersection of the diagonally crossing lines in the 

knot in the bottom border is off-centre. As the illumination for this page was possibly not 

accomplished in the abbey the likelihood is that the border decoration was accomplished by the 

Sanctorale Artist, who appears to have collaborated with the Crucifixion Master and is 

responsible for the other border components; this gives more evidence to the Sanctorale Artist 

and the border artists not being the same person. Whether completed by the border artist or 

not, the Crucifixion border is markedly not the best example of the intricate, delicate, and 

ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅ ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ΨǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ 

late 14th-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩΦ99  

 

3.4: Books Related to the Litlyngton Missal  
 

In the ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

related manuscripts. From among the figurative artists of the Litlyngton Missal, only the hand of 

the Temporale Artist has been identified in other works, although other manuscripts have been 

connected to the Litlyngton through similar illumination styles and shared iconography and 

compositions.  

оΦпΦмΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ hŜǳǾǊŜ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ as contributor 

to other manuscripts but although we know that he was working on the Litlyngton Missal in 

around 1383-4, it is not possible to place his other works into chronological order.  
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Other works identified as including the ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ hand: 100   

¶ Belknap Hours (Germany, Private Collection), c.1285-1400 

¶ Historical Compilation (BL, MS Cotton Nero D.VI), 1386-99 

¶ Libellus geomancie (Bodleian Library, MS Bodley 581), 1391 or later  

¶ Sarum Hours (CUL, Add MS 4086), c.1380-c.1400  

¶ Sarum Hours (Oxford, Keble College MS 47), 1380-90  

¶ Westminster Apocalypse (Cambridge, Trinity College MS B. 10.2), 1380-c.1400 

The Westminster Apocalypse is perhaps the most artistically accomplished of his other works. 

Whilst showing similarities of style in face, hair, drapery, and tubular figures in a two-

dimensional space, there is a greater complexity of composition and variance in colour, stance, 

and expression than found in any of his other works.101 In great part this may be due to the 

increased freedom of space allowed by half page miniatures (page dimensions, 365x 250mm). 

Even so, some of these spaces are divided up into separate sections to provide spaces no bigger 

than those for the initials in the Litlyngton Missal (fig. 3.30). In the seventy-six miniatures, 

accomplished solely by the Temporale Artist, there are no instances of the harsh awkwardness 

of misplaced limbs of disproportionate size which occur fairly regularly in the Litlyngton Missal. 

The illustration of the Westminster Apocalypse has more vitality due to the brighter colours 

against the white of the plain vellum background, which allows the images to jump into crisp 

relief in a way that is not possible with the gold background of the Litlyngton Missal. The paint is 

also applied with a precise care not always evident in his other works and there is more 

modelling and shading. Notably, the Temporale Artist manages to convey a consistent sense of 

connectivity between the figures in his miniatures in the Westminster Apocalypse through eye 

contact, body posture, and image composition, which is only sporadically in place in the 

Litlyngton Missal (compare fig. 3.31 with 2.28 and 2.29). 

 A possible conclusion is that the Westminster Apocalypse is a later work showing developments 

in the style and ability of the artist.102 Conversely, of course, it could be as convincingly posited 
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 !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ōȅ {ŀƴdler in GM 

(see n.64, above) apart from the Sarum Hours in CUL, which was identified by Dennison, p. 209-10. 

Dennison (p. 211) also suggested that a breviary, CUL MS Add 4500, contains work by the Temporale 

Artist, although there are differences which make this arguable (e.g. the eyes). Similarly, Sandler suggests 

that the frontispiece to the Metrical Life of the Black Prince (University of London, Senate House Library 

MS 1) is by the Temporale Artist (GM, II, p. 175) although the faces are more elongated and the hairstyles 

differ considerably from his usual style.  It has been possible to view all of these manuscripts apart from 

the Belknap Hours. 
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 A recognisable difference is that the forked beards are rounded in the Westminster. 
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 Sandler dates the Westminster Apocalypse as c.1380-1400, p. 176. 



126 
 

that the Litlyngton Missal is the work of an older man who has lost sureness of hand and eye. In 

whichever scenario, through the knowledge the Temporale Artist was working in London-

Westminster in the 1380s, it is reasonable to consider the Westminster Apocalypse as being 

made there too.  This is especially true in view of the addition of scenes from the life of Edward 

the Confessor in a later hand. 

On occasion there are compositions or subjecǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

which are either the same or very comparable to images found in the Litlyngton Missal. The 

Keble Hours includes two facing pages of eight standing saints (fols. 7v-8r), among whom is John 

the Evangelist, also portrayed on fol. 22r of the Litlyngton Missal (figs 3.21 and 3.22). The 

compositions are greatly similar, both showing the bearded and nimbed saint in the central 

space. He has the same long wavy hair and holds a golden book in one hand and, strangely, a 

palm of martyrdom in the other; in both cases he is standing on grass, facing left, and has a red-

lined blue cloak which is draped in a fold across the waist. We see the same use of outlines and 

columnar figures and the modelling of the clothing. The most noticeable differences, apart from 

the change in background from gold to red diaper, are that the palm and book have swapped 

hands and the Keble miniature does not have trees; the beard lengths and face colours are also 

subtly different. The Cotton Nero manuscript allows the opportunity of viewing the Temporale 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǊƳƻǳǊ όŦƻƭΦ омǊύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴ Ǝƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǇǇŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ 

he also appears in the Litlyngton Missal, Westminster Apocalypse, and Libellus geomancie. The 

rinceaux around the historiated letters of the Cotton Nero book are exactly comparable to the 

twisting foliage with white veined leaves of pink, blue, and red of the Litlyngton border artist. 

The dates of all these other manuscripts fall into the vague period of late fourteenth to early 

fifteenth century with no patronage or ownership known. 

 

3.4.2: Other Related Manuscripts  

As mentioned, using similarities in figure style, border, composition, and the distinctive inclusion 

of the three royal ceremonies, Sandler identifies a selection of manuscripts that she names the 

Litlyngton group. She includes the Westminster Liber regalis and the Pamplona Coronation 

Order. Discussed in detail relating to coronation orders and royal iconography in chapter four, 

here they are relevant in their connection to the Litlyngton group. The Westminster Liber regalis 

is linked to the Litlyngton Missal through its subject matter and date rather than through artistic 

influence. By extension, through virtue of the appearance of  the Westminster Liber regalis artist 

ƛƴ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ a{ !ΦтΣ ŎΦмоуу ό{ǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ IŜƴǊȅ LLL ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ II) and 

Oxford, Trinity College MS 8 (a late fourteenth-century Sarum Missal) both these manuscripts 
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become members of the Litlyngton group. Sandler argued that the Pamplona Manuscript was 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀrtists were probably 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘΩΦ103 There is reason to doubt this proposal, as whilst it is true that the 

compositions are in many ways so alike that they appear to have been copied one from the 

other (the Pamplona Coronation Order is considered to be the later manuscript, see chapter 

4.1.1 and GM, II, p.179) the style of the artist in the Pamplona Coronation Order bears no 

resemblance to the work of any artist in the Litlyngton Missal. The figures are smaller and the 

faces, hair styles, and clothing are markedly different. I would also hesitate to make connection 

through the border artist as despite shared elements and palette, the Pamplona Coronation 

Order borders do not have the precision and unerring straightness of running design that are 

found in the Litlyngton Missal (fig. 3.33). 

The illuminated scenes of Cambridge, Trinity College MS B.11.3, 1380-1400 (Sarum missal, 

hereafter B.11.3) show such a direct correlation in individual initials and style to the Litlyngton 

Missal that it is highly likely that there is a definite connection. B.11.3 is a noted missal, smaller 

than the Litlyngton Missal.104 The two missals share the same palette and have gold backgrounds 

to the initials. The figural work of B.11.3 is by one artist (apart from a singleton of the Epiphany 

from a later date105) and although the style most resembles that of the Temporale Artist due to 

the tubular figures with spherical faces and low eyes, there is an overall lower standard of 

quality and clarity in the work. The borders hold many of the features of the Litlyngton Missal 

(daisy buds, fretted knots, and leaves, which are tri-lobed, serrated, ivy, and vine) but they tend 

to be double bars with sprouting leaf pairs or daisy buds rather than filled frames.  

Sandler observed that two images from B.11.3, the Annunciation and Feast of the Relics, find 

ΨŜȄŀŎǘ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΦ106 Further comparison of the two books reveals that 

there are many more such parallel initials where the compositions resemble each other to the 

point of being obviously related. In order through B.11.3 these are: Nativity (fol. 30v), Sacrifice of 

Isaac (fol. 123r), Resurrection (fol. 131v), Ascension (fol. 145v), Pentecost (fol.149r), Saint 

Andrew (fol. 193r), Presentation (fol. 201), Annunciation (fol. 205r), Nativity of John the Baptist 

ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ όŦƻƭΦ нмоǊύΣ {{ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ όŦƻƭΦ нмрǊύΣ CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Relics (fol. 218r), Assumption (fol. 225v), Nativity of the Virgin (fol. 230v), All Saints, (fol. 240r), 

Annunciation (fol. 281r). Appendix D ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ .ΦммΦоΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
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 GM, II, p. 180. 
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 See Appendix D for description. 
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 See description, M. R. James, The Western Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge : A 

Descriptive Catalogue (Cambridge, 1900), p. 329. 
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 GM, II, p. 171. 
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the Litlyngton Missal are indicated per initial, such as composition, similarities in clothing, figure 

shape, and facial features. 

While all of the above scenes show obvious similarities in composition, some initials appear to 

be direct copies one from the other, for example the two Annunciations, SS Peter and Paul 

(compare fig. 2.6 and 3.34), and St Andrew (figs 3.35 and 3.36). Others are essentially the same 

but with some differences, such as the initial of Abraham and Isaac. The ram, angel, Abraham, 

and Isaac are compositionally located in the same places in both initials (figs 3.14 and 3.17). As 

with the Litlyngton Missal (see 3.3.3) the B.11.3 initial has Abraham stayed in the moment of 

execution by the angel who catches the sword with one hand while pointing down to the ram 

with the other. The altar has a blue frontal in both, but in B.11.3 Isaac kneels on the ground 

rather than being on the altar, which is positioned to the side rather than being central. B.11.3 

also has a tree which the Litlyngton Missal does not; the tree probably refers to the briers or 

thicket wherein the ram was caught.107  

In my opinion, other initials from B.11.3 appear to be based on larger Litlyngton Missal initials 

that have been scaled down, therefore suggesting that the Litlyngton Missal was the book to be 

copied from. A powerful example of the B.11.3 being the smaller, later copy can be made 

through the comparison of the initials for All Saints (Litlyngton Missal, fol. 279v and B.11.3, fol. 

240r, figs 3.37 and 3.38). The Litlyngton Missal has an initial with Christ seated, surrounded by a 

nimbed crowd, holding an orb, and raising his hand in blessing. A wide left border incorporates 

four scenes vertically, creating a tower of saints in the margin. The bottom scene has two 

maiden saints with long hair. Above them two apostles holding red books stand in front of a 

crowd. Next, two older women hold red books and on top, in the highest scene, is a pope 

crowned with tiara and holding a long-staffed cross; he is flanked by bishops with his right hand 

raised in an attitude of blessing. The artist of B.11.3 is ingenious in his conflation of the initial 

and border of the Litlyngton into just an initial. Centrally seated is Christ, who, as well as being 

very similar facially to the Litlyngton equivalent, in the same respective hands holds an orb and 

bestows a blessing. Either side of the seated Christ, in recognition of the tower of saints in the 

Litlyngton border, are three pairs of heads. The highest heads wear papal tiaras, the second two 

wear mitres, and the third are bare-ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀǊŜ ΨƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΦ  

Unfortunately the page which presumably held a rendering of the Crucifixion is missing from 

B.11.3 (once fol. 270), thus preventing what could have been a profitable comparison. 

Nevertheless, although B.11.3 is much smaller, does not hold the coronation order, and the 

artist cannot be convincingly identified with a Litlyngton Missal artist, this book is more like any 
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other that exists in the Litlyngton group with style, borders, and specific iconography being 

directly comparable in both. It is tempting to consider that B.11.3 may have had some 

connection to Westminster Abbey, beyond its figural inspiration, and even to tentatively 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Thomas Rolf (see 3.1.4). Unfortunately, absence of heraldic clues, evidence in provenance 

history, or direct documentary proof make that thought no more than an intangible link based 

on similarity of iconography and a probable shared location of production.  Furthermore, 

comparison of the calendars of B.11.3 and the Litlyngton Missal reveal some small differences.108 

 

3.5: Conclusion  
 

¢ƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ моуо-п ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 

shown, the accounts, so vital in dating production and relatively forthcoming on information 

concerning the scribe, do leave much unexplained regarding the identity, number, and 

deployment of artists. One conclusion of this chapter must therefore be to urge caution; perhaps 

rather too much has been read into what the accounts really tell us regarding decoration. The 

two entries connected to payment for illumination cannot reliably reveal that the illumination 

work was undertaken by one workshop, or that the work was completed in the abbey. Neither 

can an estimated Ŏƻǎǘ ǇŜǊ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ  ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩ 

covers a diversity of decoration beyond inhabited initials: miniatures, floral initials, border 

figures, non-figural borders of varying complexity, and possibly the thousands of one line letters 

scattered throughout the immense book. On the positive side, we can safely reckon that the 

artists were from outside of the abbey: other non abbey-related work exists by the Temporale 

Artist,109 and probably the border artist. Had the work ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ 

community, the accounts would reflect this by itemising art material costs, as they do for 

ǇŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛǊƳŀǊŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ моус-7. Also, the inexact nature of 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 

person, possibly a stationer or workshop leader, who then divided payment between the 

ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ 

workshƻǇΩ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƭŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
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 9ΦƎΦ .ΦммΦо ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ψ{ŀƛƴǘ /ȅǊƛŀŎƛ ǎƻŎƛƻǊǳƳǉǳŜ Ŝƛǳǎ ƳŀǊǘƛǊǳƳΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ м !ǇǊƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Litlyngton Missal. Legg does not mention the book in his section on Westminster books: MEW, p. xii. 
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 E.g. Keble Hours; Libellus geomancie; CUL, Add MS 4086. 
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artist or in conjunction with different artists,110 but never again with the figurative artists of the 

Litlyngton. Admittedly, there could have been other manuscripts which are now lost.   

Although it cannot be definitively ascertained whether the Litlyngton Missal artists were from 

one workshop or not, this chapter has assessed the illumination in order to understand how 

many hands were involved and which pieces they undertook, partly to propose a solution to the 

conflicting ideas of past scholarship. Chronologically, the first anomaly of attribution is on the 

Crucifixion page. Scrutiny of artistic style has strengthened the theory that the main work of the 

miniature was undertaken by a separate artist, whose only work is in the central miniature of 

this page. If the main miniature had been undertaken by the Sanctorale Artist, as has been 

proposed, it could appear incongruous to record a separate payment to him in the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ όΨƎǊƻǎǎŀǊǳƳ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŀǊǳƳΩύΦ Lǘ 

is, of course, plausible that a discrete payment might have been recorded for the Crucifixion 

page, even to an existing main artist, due to its size and isolated structure. However, when it is 

understood that the work contains the sole appearance of a specialist artist, it seems far more 

probable that the individual record of payment is related to that fact. Indeed, it could be argued 

that if the work was undertaken by the Sanctorale Artist, there would have been no need to 

paint the image on a separate page at all; a page in the relevant quire could have been left blank 

for him to fill. 

 Another conclusion regarding the main miniature on fol. 157*v is thŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

involvement was probably greater than previously thought. Not only are the angels in the 

miniature in his hand, as persuasively proposed by East, but the sun and moon also appear likely 

as his devices. Furthermore, as well as the border images being by the Sanctorale Artist, the 

atypical irregularity of  certain of the border features, and the integration of the border rinceaux 

into the main image lead to the conclusion that the Sanctorale Artist also did the border work. 

Therefore, a new appraisal of the Crucifixion page indicates that the work was accomplished as a 

close partnership between the Crucifixion Master and Sanctorale Artist and, therefore, that the 

former was also based in London. 

 Observing the stages of illumination has highlighted that the illustration of the royal ceremonies 

constitutes a break to the otherwise smoothly organised illumination pattern of the missal. The 

significance of the peculiarly brief appearance of the Royal Miniatures Artist in a section begun 

by the Temporale Artist has previously passed unrecognised or unremarked, whereas such an 

abnormality must raise the question of whether it was ever an original intention to include the 

Royal Miniatures Artist in the illumination scheme.  
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Similarly, scrutiƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴǿƻǊƪ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ƛŦ ŀǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 

ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛve comparison is 

hampered by the different technique and media to the other illuminations, which in itself 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ hƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΣ L ƭŜŀƴ 

towards a completely different hand being responsible: possibly the music scribe. Consideration 

ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴǿƻǊƪ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 

hands in the Litlyngton Missal. 

!ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ and the 

technical skills employed, or found wanting, individualises strengths and weaknesses per 

illustrator. It also underscores differences between them, where previously the artists have 

tended to be judged overly homogenously, to the point where incorrect assumptions have been 

made regarding the royal ceremonies, the Crucifixion miniature, and the Crucifixion borders. 

Closer examination of the styles, idiosyncrasies, and creativity of expression shows that the 

differences are as significant as the similarities and lead to definable artistic personalities. 

An even-handed, unhomogenised assessment of the collective of artists also helps to redress the 

imbalanced focus of attention that the Crucifixion miniature has received. That the Crucifixion 

image is singled out for attention precisely due to its special nature makes it paradoxical that the 

best known and most seen image is the least representative of the illustration of the book. 

Arguably, high expectations have been placed on the other figurative artists due to the 

Crucifixion miniature and also because the book is large, expensive, and has consistently 

ǎǳƳǇǘǳƻǳǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀǘƛŎΩΣ111 in fairness, if the artwork is to be evaluated with regards to immediate 

predecessors and exact contemporaries, such as many of the Bohun Manuscripts,112 or even 

those fellow members of the Litlyngton group with different artists,113 then the artwork is on a 

par with, and indeed outshines, a good many of them. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 

vision for the book that a stationer could have enforced. Janet Backhouse expressed the view 

that Thomas Preston, as the only named individual in the Litlyngton Missal Accounts, was 

                                                           
111

 GM, I, p. 36.  
112

  E.g. BL, MS Egerton 3277, c.1361-1373; Copenhagen, Kongelige Bibliotek MS Tott 547.4 (1380-1394) 

and Tott 517.4 (1300-1400).  
113

 Oxford, Trinity College MS 8; BL, MS Add 16968; Hatfield, Marquess of Salisbury MS CP 292; Cambridge, 

Trinity College MS B.11.3; Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Laud Misc 188; Westminster Abbey MS 38; 

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ a{ !Φт όǎŜŜ ƴƻǘŜ срύΦ 
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ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳōŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ114 It is arguable 

ǘƘŀǘ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀƳŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

consider him as overseer, his being named could just as easily be due to his being housed in the 

ŀōōŜȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

production. The illuminators could only begin their work once the scribe had completed any 

given section of the book. Additionally, and significantly, the pattern of illumination greatly 

favours sections being given out to artists at clearly defined stages in its creation, with probably 

only two artists initially intended as carrying out the figural work, not including the Crucifixion 

singleton.  

Whether Preston acted as stationer or not, the Litlyngton Missal Accounts give helpful details on 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƴŘΣ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊȅ 

commissionŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƳōŜƭƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ōƻǎǎŜǎΦ 

As a final measure, the finished creation was furnished with a special bag so that the work of all 

ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ 
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 Backhouse, Sherborne Missal, p. 12. 



133 
 

Chapter Four  

The Litlyngton Missal and Royalty 

Westminster Abbey is so historically linked to royal ceremony that the inclusion of a full 

coronation order of the kings and queens of England in a fourteenth-century abbot of 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƭǳȄŜ ōƻƻƪ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜΦ Yet compared to other 

missals this element is very unusual, a point not recognised in the varied discussions regarding 

coronation orders. Royal ceremonies, including exequies, which are also in the Litlyngton Missal 

(fol. 224r), were more usually in discrete volumes and pontificals.1 The only other commonly 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƳƛǎǎŀƭΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

misnamed Leofric Missal (Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Bodley 579). The Leofric Missal is 

considered not truly to be a missal, but rather an amalgamation of a late ninth- or early tenth-

century sacramentary and pontifical.2   

In this chapter I hope to demonstrate that the inclusion of the three sumptuously decorated 

royal ceremonies (fols. 206r-224r) is a way of emphasising, validating, and extending particular 

privileges held by the abbey of Westminster. Analysis of the text and illustrations of the royal 

ceremonies will providŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ǘƻ 

promote the Benedictine house at Westminster to its best advantage. Viewing the text through 

the lens of the abbot and his house will also aid clarification of to what extent Litlyngton was 

involved in the compilation of the coronation order.  

The Litlyngton Missal is one of three extant later fourteenth-century English books to contain 

illuminated texts for the coronation of a king alone or with his queen, coronation of a queen 

alone, anŘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻΣ ǘƘŜ Liber regalis (Westminster Abbey Library MS 38) 

and the coronation order now held in the Pamplona Archivo General de Navarra (MS 197, 

hereafter the Pamplona Manuscript), are discrete volumes containing nothing other than the 

                                                           
1
 E.g. Westminster Abbey  MS 38 (Liber regalis), c.1380-1400; BL, MS Harley 2901, early fourteenth 

century ; Pamplona, Archivo General de Navarra MS 197, c.1380-90; Bodleian MS Rawlinson C. 425, early 

fourteenth century; CUL, MS Mm 3.21, 1327. Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 20 (early fourteenth 

century) is an exception; chiefly an Apocalypse manuscript it also contains a coronation order in Anglo-

Norman French (fols. 68r-72v). 
2
 See introduction to The Leofric Missal, I, ed. by Nicholas Orchard (Woodbridge, 2002). For information on 

contents of missals see Andrew Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts for Mass and Office: A Guide to their 

Organization and Terminology (Toronto, 1982), pp. 157-8. 
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three royal ceremonies.3 Analysis of the text and iconography also helps to understand more 

clearly the relationship between the three books and ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

The unprecedented nature of the inclusion of such ceremonies in a missal brings forward the 

issue of where to locate them in the volume. Although by their nature the ceremonies are 

infrequent and generally had decades between their use, the quire holding the royal occasions is 

bound almost centrally in the book and divides the main sections of the Temporale and Canon of 

the Mass from the Sanctorale. They follow on from the Benedictions, also a rarer inclusion in 

missals. There is logic to bringing together these two sections as Benedictions, like coronation 

ceremonies, were more usually a part of a pontifical.  However, whilst it is logical that the two 

sections should be together, their positioning at the centre is not. The explanation must surely 

lie in the wish to avoid relegating these prestigious pages to the rear of the book, the more 

expected place for occasional ceremonies in missals. The royal ceremonies placed centrally 

between the Temporale and Sanctorale, along with the Canon and Benedictions, emphasises the 

fact that embedded within the liturgical functioning of Westminster Abbey is the great privilege 

of being the institution responsible for the coronation of the kings of England.   

 

4.1: The Coronation Order of the King  
 

Historical custom together with royal and papal authority ensured that at the time of the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ Abbey had long been the undisputed coronation 

venue of the kings of England. Charters and bulls of varying trustworthiness, ranging from real or 

partly genuine to completely forged, repeatedly assert the right of the abbey to be the holders 

of the regalia and to be proclaimed as the confirmed coronation church of England.4 The 

tradition of Westminster as coronation site was so strongly felt that when the child-king Henry III 

was crowned in essential haste at Gloucester in 1216 (away from French occupied London) it 

was considered necessary to repeat the ceremony in the rightful location of Westminster in 

1220. 

The bond between tƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΨǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

patronage in the eleventh century.  Edward himself had been crowned at Winchester and it was 

                                                           
3
 GM, II, cats. 155 and 157. My thanks to Prof. Nigel Morgan for his generosity in lending me his copies of 

the Pamplona Manuscript facsimiles. 
4
 Robinson discusses the reliability of the bulls and charters used by Flete: FHWA, pp. 12-18. See also, 

Percy Schramm, A History of the English Coronation (Oxford, 1937), pp. 39-40; Emma Mason includes a list 

of writs and charters that she deems as under suspicion of interference from later hands in her appendix 

to Westminster Abbey Charters, 1066-c.1214 (London, 1988), p. 322.  
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William the Conqueror who set a crucial precedent in choosing the abbey for his coronation on 

Christmas Day 1066. That the church had been re-built by Edward the Confessor, and housed the 

ƭŀǎǘ ǳƴŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ5 By the 

ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀōōŀŎȅ, Westminster Abbey was unrivalled as the religious house most 

associated to the English monarchy. Association came through proximity to the principal royal 

palace and administrative centre, through the growing number of royal tombs in the abbey 

church, and, most crucially, through being the acknowledged site of the coronation. Appreciating 

the importance of the link to royalty makes it understandable that Abbot Litlyngton should 

include the coronation order in his show-piece missal. Additional motivation could be related to 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀōōƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ όǎŜŜ нΦрΦп); 

including the order could have been an opportunity to record for posterity his presence at a 

coronation. A further motive is the almost indisputable certainty that Litlyngton, as discussed 

below, was involved in the compiling of the coronation order used for Richard II. 

4.1.1: Historiography 

The matter of the medieval coronation orders of England has been a widely contested subject 

amongst scholars.6 The issue of development and chronology of the manuscripts containing the 

orders is unquestionably a complicated one and whether the unwieldy bulk of the missal was 

ever used on a coronation day itself or not, the Litlyngton Missal is universally recognised as 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŀǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘƘ wŜŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation order.  

Despite differences of opinion on the finer details concerning the dating, provenance, influence, 

and authorship of the various manuscripts, Legg, Schramm, Richardson, Binski, and Hughes 

agree that the earliest version of the Fourth Recension was used in 1308 at the coronation of 

Edward II.7 Also accepted is that the order in the Litlyngton Missal and the Liber regalis are 

closely related and were produced within a short time from each other. Whilst it is known that 

the Litlyngton Missal was produced in 1383-4, identifying when the Liber regalis was composed 

                                                           
5
 David C. Douglas, William the Conqueror ό[ƻƴŘƻƴΣ мфспύΣ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘŜƴΣΩ²ƛƭƭƛŜƭƳǳǎ wŜȄΩΦ 

6
 ECR (1901); IΦDΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ DΦhΦ {ŀȅƭŜǎΣ Ψ9ŀǊƭȅ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΩΣ BIHR, 13 (1935-6), 129-145; 

Schramm (1937); IΦDΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ hŀǘƘΩΣ Speculum, 24 (1949), 44-75; L. B. 

WilkinsonΣ ΨNotes on the Coronation Records of the Fourteenth CenturyΩΣ EHR,  70  (1955); Liber Regie 

Capelle, ed. by Walter Ullmann (London, 1961); Andrew Hughes,  Ψ¢ƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Fourth 

Recension ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ Coronations: Medieval and Early Modern Monarchic Ritual, ed. by 

Janos M. Bak (Berkeley, 1990), pp. 197-нмсΤ tŀǳƭ .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ Liber Regalis: Its Date and European CƻƴǘŜȄǘΩ, 

in The Regal Image of Richard II and the Wilton Diptych, ed. by Dillian Gordon, Lisa Monnas and Caroline 

Elam (London, 1997), pp. 233-246. 
7
 ECR, ǇΦ умΤ {ŎƘǊŀƳƳΣ ǇΦ тпΤ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ hŀǘƘΩΣ ǇΦ прΤ WAP, p. 130; IǳƎƘŜǎΣ ΨhǊƛƎƛƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴǘΩΣ ǇΦ мфтΦ 
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is more difficult. Schramm, Hughes, and Binski agree on the likelihood of the Liber regalis not 

having been produced for a specific occasion. Their arguments are a reaction to what Binski 

stated was a general assumption that it had been produced for the coronation of Anne of 

Bohemia as consort to Richard II in 1382.8 From an art historical perspective, Marks and 

Morgan,9 Sandler,10 and Binski11 ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ моттΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

only reluctantly consider 1382 as early enough for the style of painting used in the miniatures. 

With the exception of Binski, these scholars reject the idea of a Bohemian influence.12 The texts 

of the Litlyngton Missal and Liber regalis orders are all but identical, with the small differences 

being brought into concordance by the addition of marginal notes to the Liber Regalis from the 

Litlyngton Missal (discussed below).13   

The Liber regalis shows signs of having been modified to concur with the Litlyngton Missal order 

of 1383-4, and would therefore seem to an earlier text being brought up to date. L. Wickham 

Legg, Schramm, and Hughes are of the opinion that the Liber regalis predates the Litlyngton 

Missal, dŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴΩ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

style.14 Also relevant to dating the Liber Regalis ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ό¢b! 

Close Roll i Ric. II. mem. 45).15 Written in 1377, it follows almost exactly the structure of the 

order as presented in the Litlyngton Missal/ Liber regalis, even, as Schramm observed, copying 

from it exactly in places.16 As we know that the Litlyngton Missal postdates the 1377 coronation 

by around six years, it might be assumed that the Liber regalis, if not a further unknown order of 

the Fourth Recension, waǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ [Φ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎ 

hypothesised that the Liber regalis may have been the book held by the young king Richard II  at 

his coronation,17 and Schramm, Williamson, and Ullmann stated that the Liber regalis was the 

ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ. Although the texts are shared, discussion 

later in this chapter regarding the iconography of the Liber regalis and Litlyngton Missal leads to 

ǊŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΩΦ   

                                                           
8
 WAP, p. 194. 

9
 Marks and Morgan, p. 86. 

10
 GM, II, p. 178. 

11
 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ ΨLiber RegalisΩ, pp. 233-246. 

12
 An idea which gained currency after J. W. Bradley proposed it in 1901 in Historical Introduction to the 

Collection of Illuminated Letters and Borders in the National Art Library, Victoria and Albert Museum 

(London, 1901). 
13

 As noted by both Wickham Leggs and Schramm.  
14

 ECR, p. 81; Schramm, p. 80; HughesΣ ΨhǊƛƎƛƴǎΩΣ p. 200. 
15

 Reproduced in ECR, pp. 131-168. The processus factus of Richard II also holds the first known minutes of 

the proceedings of the Court of Claims held before the coronation. 
16

 Schramm, p. 87. 
17

 ECR, p. 81; Schramm, pp. 80-88; Wilkinson, p. 592; Ullmann, p. 22. 
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Binski moved away from consensus in refuting the idea that the Liber regalis predates the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ [Φ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ  ΨǳƴƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪΩ  ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ 

notes in the Liber regalis ōŜƛƴƎ ΨōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅΩ18 with the Litlyngton Missal is the 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ ǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ 

He has argued that although there is a medieval hand in the marginal notes, some of the 

additions are in a seventeenth-century hand.19 On this point, recognition should be extended to 

J. Wickham Legg, who, in his edition of the Litlyngton Missal, meticulously recorded in collation 

notes what the marginal additions to the Liber regalis were and where they occur in a 

seventeenth-century hand.20 Binski does not question that the later marginal notes bring the 

Liber regalis ƛƴǘƻ ΨŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 

some interest, which would impact strongly on our understanding of the date of the Liber 

regalis. However the question remains, why would the alterations to an otherwise identical text 

need to be made in a hand of any century unless the Liber Regalis predated the text with which 

it is brought into line? Relevant to this, Binski observed that both the Litlyngton Missal and the 

Liber regalis ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘŜȄǘΩ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΤ 

this is an engaging thought that bears consideration.21 .ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘŜȄǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ 

unidentified, but the 1388 Westminster Abbey Vestry Inventory does note a coronation order 

that is unknown.22 Even so, a common text does leave the difficulty of why there should be 

discrepancies at all (excepting scribal errors) and why all the modifications should be carried out 

from one text to another and not mutually. For example, the cursive marginal notes that occur in 

the Liber regalis are not present in the Litlyngton Missal. Binski himself admits that the only 

conclusion to draw about the Liber regalis, the Litlyngton Missal, and the other coronation order 

noted in the 1388 vestry inventory is that their ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŦƭǳƛŘΦΩ23   

As seen in chapter three, elements of the Liber regalisΩ illumination style locate its production at 

Westminster-London. However, its first appearance in the abbey records is not until 1762 (WAM 

51191), where it is nƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΦ24  Marks and Morgan proposed that a 

possible reason that it did not appear on abbey inventories is because it was kept with the 
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 ECR, p. 81. 
19

 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ ΨLiber RegalisΩ, p. 238. 
20

 E.g. MEW, 675, n. 3. 
21

 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ ΨLiber RegalisΩ, pp. 238 ff. 
22

 CCA MS A 10: this 1388 inventory also records what has been identified by both J. Wickham Legg and 

Binski as Rawl.C.425.  
23

 .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ ΨLiber RegalisΩ, p. 239. 
24

 Fronska believed that the Liber regalis can be tied to the abbey almost a century earlier based on 

!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ {ŀƴŘŎǊƻŦǘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ όRoyal Manuscripts, p. 354).  
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coronation regalia in the abbey, rather than in the library or under another obedientiary.25 

However, it does not appear in inventories of the regalia either. Editions of extant examples of 

these, as well as the complete Liber regalis coronation order, are included by L. Wickham Legg in 

his English Coronation Records and there is no reference to books in any of the regalia 

inventories spanning from the reign of Henry III to 1649. It may simply be that the Liber regalis, 

or any coronation order, does not appear on the regalia inventories as they were not classified 

as regalia objects, a fact borne out by the inclusion of the unknown coronation order in the 1388 

inventory of the vestry. 

The Liber regalisΩ Westminster origin is also reflected by its apparent use as a model for another 

Westminster related coronation order: the Liber regie capelle, a mid-fifteenth century 

manuscript now in Evora, Portugal.26 ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ¦ƭƭƳŀƴƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ 

ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Liber regie capelle was copied from the Liber Regalis... [as] 

demonstrated by a number of identical omissionǎΦΩ27 Ullmann also noted that there are a 

number of identical marginal rubrics and specifically makes the point that it was not copied from 

the Litlyngton Missal, which does not contain these marginal notes. The identical omissions 

make it unlikely that some other exemplar was used.  

The Liber regie capelle was commissioned from the dean of the royal chapel (William Say) by 

/ƻǳƴǘ !ƭǾŀǊƻ ±ŀȊ ŘΩ!ƭƳŀŘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭΣ28 and the use of the Liber regalis as 

model might point to the Liber regalis as initially belonging to either the royal household at 

Westminster or the royal chapel. Certainly the members of the royal chapel were included in the 

royal ceremonies of coronation and funerals of kings and queens and therefore might be 

expected to have their own copy of the services. Of course, a more prosaic explanation might be 

that the Liber regalis was also an abbey book, but was used as a model purely because it is a 

more manageable volume from which to copy than the weighty Litlyngton Missal. In either case, 

it seems likely that the Liber regalis was in Westminster, if not the abbey itself, in 1449 at the 

time of the [ƛōŜǊ ǊŜƎƛŜ ŎŀǇŜƭƭŜΩs production.  

 

пΦмΦнΥ ¢ƘŜ Ψ[ȅǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ordoΩ 

Whether the Liber Regalis predates the Litlyngton Missal, or whether the text was copied into 

both books from a now lost source does not affect the issue of who compiled this fourth form of 
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 Marks and Morgan, p. 86. 
26

 Evora, Biblioteca Publica CV 1-36 d. 
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 Ullmann, p. 22. 
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 ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǊƻȅŀƭ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ  
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the Fourth Recension.29  L. Wickham Legg, Schramm, Wilkinson, and Ullmann30 proposed that 

Litlyngton was personally involved in the revisions and Schramm ŜǾŜƴ ŘǳōōŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ȅǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

ordoΩ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

supervise its compilation . . . the ordo ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ31 H.G. Richardson doubted 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛnvolvement in the changes made to the ordinesΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ΨŀōǎǳǊŘ . . . that the abbot 

of Westminster could, of his own volition, introduce changes . . . which affected, not only the 

ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŘǳǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΦΩ32 

[ŀǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ33 Also, whilst acknowledging the 

Litlyngton Missal, Richardson wholly neglected to discuss the Liber regalis and confusingly links 

the 1383-4 missal with a 1308 Liber regalis, whose provenance remains unexplored in his article. 

Schramm claimed that the revisions show insider knowledge into the charters of Westminster. 

IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ȅǘƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ordoΩ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 

defence of the rights of the church through the introduction of a new fifth oath, not present in 

the earlier ordines.  As Schramm indicated, through this new oath the king is not merely bound, 

as previously, to keep peace for the Church, but to maintain its privileges: ΨŎŀƴƻƴƛŎǳƳ 

ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎƛǳƳ ŀŎ ŘŜōƛǘŀƳ ƭŜƎŜƳ Ŝǘ ƛǳǎǘƛƴƛǳƳΩΦ34  

Lƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎƘǊŀƳƳΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǊƻƭŜ 

in defending church law and privileges after the Shakell/Hawley affair in 1378 (see 1.2.1) hints 

that he was responsible for the inclusion of this oath in direct reaction to it. Interestingly, 

according to the already mentioned processus factus ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŀǘƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ 

not to have been used, which Schramm notes without explanation. It is not inconceivable that 

the non-inclusion of the oath stems from it not having been added to the order used at the 

coronation in 1377, but that it appears post factum in the Liber regalis and Litlyngton Missal. 

This, together with the consideration of the oath as a reaction to the violation of Westminster 

!ōōŜȅΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ мотуΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

implications for the dating of this fourth form of the Fourth Recension: it would certainly favour 

those who believe that the Liber regalis postdates 1377. Of course, it is natural to consider that 

Litlyngton had strong feelings on the matter of church privileges and included the oath as a 

matter of course before the Shakell/Hawley affair as an embodiment of a cause that he already 

                                                           
29

 ! ǊŜŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ŀ ΨŦƻǊƳΩ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ 

differences to liturgy or instructional text within a given recension. 
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 ECR, p. 81; Schramm, pp. 80-88; Wilkinson, p. 592; Ullmann, p. 22. 
31

 Schramm, p. 80.  
32

 RichardsonΣ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ hŀǘƘΩ, p. 46. 
33

 E.g. Ullmann, p. 22: Ψ.ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ordo and the recension of the Missal [Litlyngton] are very probably the 

work of Abbot Lytlington. His coronation ordo has for a long time been designated as the Liber RegalisΦΩ 
34

 Schramm, pp. 202-213. 
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championed. This link between the content of this oath and direct relation to Litlyngton has not 

previously been made; at the very least, the new oath would surely point to the direct input of a 

cleric.  

WƻƘƴ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ the entire Litlyngton Missal was published by the Henry 

.ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ муфмΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ мфлм ōȅ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

translation of various English coronation records, including the Liber regalis. Both father and son 

made meticulous reference to other relevant orders to enable the reader to understand where, 

and to what degree, divergence occurs. The manuscripts included in the collation for the 

ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎtminster 

Liber regalis, and Bodleian, MS Rawlinson C. 425 (hereafter, Rawl. C. 425), this last being a 

Westminster pontifical, which J. Wickham Legg dated by the handwriting as being from the 

beginning of the fourteenth century.35 J. Wickham Legg also used a second Fourth Recension 

Liber regalis privately owned by Mr Brooke36 which Legg believed to have been copied from the 

Westminster Liber regalis.37 L. Wickham Legg used CUL, Mm 3.21 (the Lincoln Pontifical) as his 

fourth text, believed by Wilkinson to be from 1327.38 

Containing an earlier version of the Fourth Recension, Rawl. C. 425, the collations made by both 

Wickham Leggs show that much of the service in Rawl. C. 425 is synonymous with the 

Westminster Liber regalis and Litlyngton Missal and that the dominating difference is the 

extension of the rubrics in the later orders. Hughes believed that Rawl. C. 425 belonged to the 

abbot of Westminster and was made prior to the coronation of Edward II in 1308.39 Through 

musical similarities and the litanies he connected this manuscript to the Litlyngton Missal.40 J. 

Wickham Legg also made a strong connection through identifiable traits in some benedictions in 

Rawl. C. 425, thought previously to occur only in the Litlyngton Missal, and also via a 

Westminster Abbey vestry inventory reference from the time of the suppression (1540), this last 

also noted by Binski.41  

J. Wickham Legg supplied another fascinating connection, which also dates the manuscript as 

probably being extant, and therefore possibly used, at the coronation of Edward II. In footnotes 

to the coronation order for the Litlyngton Missal J. Wickham Legg reproduced a record which 
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 MEW, III, pp. vii-x. 
36

 Thomas Brooke, was a book collector and author of A Catalogue of the Manuscripts and Printed Books 

Collected By Thomas Brooke, F. S. A. (1891). 
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 MEW, I, p. xiii. 
38

 Wilkinson, p. 581. 
39

 IǳƎƘŜǎΣ ΨhǊƛƎƛƴǎΩΣ ǇΦ нллΦ 
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 Hughes, ΨhǊƛƎƛƴǎΩΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇΦнмм-212. N.B. the Liber regalis does not contain music. 
41

 MEW, III, ǇΦ ǾƛƛΤ .ƛƴǎƪƛΣ ΨLiber RegalisΩ, p. 238. 
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refers to an allowance to the Abbot of Westminster Abbey for cushions and cloths for the 

coronation. The record is written on the verso of a leaf before the commencement of the 

coronation service in Rawl. C. 425Φ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜ ¦ǎŦƭŜǘŜΩ ŀǎ ŎƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

wardrobe places the reference in the reign of Edward II.42 Examination of Rawl. C. 425 reveals 

that the memorandum has been completed in a different, more ornate, hand to the liturgical 

text of the pontifical with the text arranged so that it fills the page fittingly. I suggest that the 

subject matter and care in manner of recording probably indicate that it was copied onto the 

appropriate blank page after the coronation event for which the book had been used, and 

served as a reminder of abbey privilege for the next coronation. 

The existence of Rawl. C. 425 ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLΩs coronation, and the 

similarities between it and the texts of the Liber regalis and the Litlyngton Missal, must make it a 

strong candidate for being the base text from which the later orders were compiled and 

extended. The significance of this should be cƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

involvement as a compiler.  

 

4.2: The Rubrics: Reading between the L ines 
 

In the  often complex discussions regarding manuscript chronology and development of 

recensions and differing forms of the various recensions, there is a consensus that the Fourth 

Recension was first used in 1308 at the coronation of Edward II and that the same was again 

ǳǎŜŘΣ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎǘȅ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ƛƴ монтΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ 

enough to allow, without the pressure of hurriedness, for a careful revision of the coronation 

order.43 Mainly, the studies connected to the coronation orders has focused on analysing how 

the changing oaths and liturgy reflect political events, shifting ideas of kingship, law, and royal 

responsibility to the realm. In a different approach, Hughes analysed liturgical music, notation, 

and tone, to assess how they can help place manuscripts of the Fourth Recension both 

chronologically and geographically.  

However, the most immediately obvious difference between the 1308 order and the fourth form 

in the Liber regalis and Litlyngton Missal is not connected to liturgy, music, or oaths, but is the 

exponential increase in rubrics, a phenomenon apparent from the very first line. The opening 

generalised instructions in the rubrics of the earlier form of the Fourth Recension found in Rawl. 
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 MEW, 676, n. 3. 
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 In the revisions, elements of the French Rheims and Fulrad orders were incorporated into the later 

English Fourth Recension orders: Schramm, p. 81-83; WAP, p. 131. 
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C. 425 cover just over one page of two twenty-lined columns holding an average of three to four 

words per line. The introductory rubrics of the fourth form of the same recension found in the 

Litlyngton Missal cover five pages of two thirty-two-lined columns with an average of five words 

per line.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ 

changes in the Fourth Recension. Yet in many ways the content of the rubrics provides the 

strongest confirmation of the involvement of Westminster Abbey and Nicholas Litlyngton in 

compiling the order.  

A focused evaluation of the rubrics in specific relation to the abbey will allow clear insight into 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǊΩǎ ŀƛƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǎƘŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

involvement in the compilation of the order. Although it has been briefly noted that the rubrics 

of the revised Fourth Recension safeguard the rights of Westminster Abbey,44  this would seem 

to be an overly dismissive appraisal of other messages contained in the massively expanded text. 

The ensuing discussion will follow different themes that present themselves in relation to the 

abbey within the rubrics, although some inevitably overlap and others seem to be nothing more 

than an opportunity to name the abbey whenever possible, a noteworthy fact in itself. In Rawl. 

C. 425 the abbey and abbot are mentioned only once in the whole of the ceremony.45 The other 

numerous details relating to the both the abbey and its obedientiaries in the Litlyngton Missal 

are all new additions which do not feature in Rawl. C. 425. 

 

4.2.1: The Abbot and his Obedientaries46 

Edward III was king when Litlyngton was elected abbot of Westminster (1362), therefore at the 

time of revising the Fourth Recension, Litlyngton probably anticipated that he would be abbot at 
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 9ΦƎΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ hŀǘƘΩΣ ǇΦ псΤ {ŎƘǊŀƳƳΣ p. 80; WAP, p. 131; Fronska, Royal 

Manuscripts, p. 354.  
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 The short opening rubrics include details relating to the procession leading the king from the palace to 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΥ ΨIƛƛǎ ǇŜǊŀŎǘƛǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŜǘǳǊ ƛƴ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀ ǇŜǊ ŀǊŎƘƛŜǇƛǎŎƻǇƻǎ !ōōŀǘŜƳ Ŝǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘǳƳ ²ŜǎǘƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛƛ 

et alios processio in capis sericis cum textis Ŝǘ ǘƘǳǊƛƭƛōǳǎ Ŝǘ ŀƭƛƛǎ ǉǳŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴƛ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛǳƴǘΦΩ όa9² сумΣ 

note). 
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 Appendix E has a chronologically arranged record in Latin and English of each reference to the abbey 

that occurs in the order. Also recorded are the minor differences between the rubrics of the Litlyngton 

Missal and Liber regalis, and between the Litlyngton Missal and Rawl.C.425. Unless otherwise stated, all 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 9 ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ [Φ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ English 

Coronation Records, referenced using ECR, followed by the page number. Although the ECR translation is 

technically of the Liber regalis, the coronation order is all but identical to the Litlyngton Missal and note 

has been made where differences occur. Latin references in this chapter and the appendix are given for 

both ECR and MEW. 
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the next coronation ceremony, due to the advancing age and reduced health of the king. 

Accordingly there is an inevitable self-ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ 

the order. The following quotation is the first of many which occur in the rubrics of the 

ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΥ  

And since it is well that the prince should be informed about these and other 

observances which have to do with the coronation, the Abbot of Westminster of 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΥ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

office belongs to him alone.47 

This initial mention of the abbot serves a threefold purpose: to emphasise the honour that the 

abbot holds through close association with the king on the coronation day, to show him as wise, 

and to mark out the privilege to be the prerogative of the Abbot of Westminster only. As 

happens on several occasions in the order, the compiler of the rubrics calls upon precedent as a 

mode of ensuring that rights and entitlements, not exclusively of just the abbey, are projected as 

being both genuine and ring-fenced. Employed on tƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ΨǎŜŎǳƴŘǳƳ 

ƳƻŘǳƳ Ŝǘ ŎƻƴǎǳŜǘǳŘƛƴŜƳ ŀō ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǎǎƛƳƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊƛōǳǎ ƘŀŎǘŜƴǳǎ ǳǎƛǘŀǘŜƳΩ όŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

manner and custom in use from the earliest times to the present).48 

As mentioned in chapter two (2.5.4)Σ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ proximity to the king on this 

momentous day is included, more than once, and the degree of cachet intended by this should 

not be underestimated. The officiating archbishop of Canterbury anoints the king, and the abbot 

of Westminster is the only other person who touches the king at the holiest moment of royal 

unction; the abbot is charged with assisting the king in his re-ǾŜǎǘƛƴƎΥ  Ψ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ 

has been thus anointed, the loops of the openings are to be fastened on account of the 

anointing by the !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩΦ49 The abbot is also responsible for vesting the king in 

the regalia at other points in the ceremony, and also for receiving the garments again when they 

ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǊƎǳŀōƭȅ unnecessarily 

on certain occasions, the compiler of the rubrics painstakingly records that it is the abbot of 

Westminster who is to perform these duties, thereby accentuating the indispensability of the 

abbot at the ceremony. 

The role of the abbot is accenǘǳŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 

ƛǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǊƻƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

mentioned on three occasions: firstlyΣ ΨǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŎŎount 
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 ECR, p. 113.  
48

 ECR, p. 114. Latin: ECR, p.83; MEW, 676.  
49

 ECR, p. 119. 
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ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅΩ όECR, ǇΦммфύΤ ǎŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ΨǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅΩ όECR, p.119); and 

finally, Ψ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǳǎ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩΦ50 Such 

emphasis is not extended by the same reiteration to the Archbishop of Canterbury who has 

actually crowned the king.  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 

mention of the abbot.  Having clearly set out that the abbot is to be close to the king and to act 

as his advisor (see above) the compiler repeats the phrase at the point when the king is to be 

lead to the high altar: 

[. . .] and the other Bishops, with the Abbot of Westminster or another monk of the 

same monastery elected for this purpose, as is above described, who must be always at 

ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

coronation, so that everything may be done aright, shall lead the king with honour from 

the said stage to the high altar.51 

 The compiler takes the opportunity of portraying the abbot as wise and key to the success of 

the day. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǎŜŜƳ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ 

importance at heart was involved in writing the rubrics for this updated Fourth Recension. As 

Schramm stated, the fact that Litlyngton was abbot at the time of their composition involves him 

by implication as, at least, overseer of the project.52 As an extŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ŎƘǊŀƳƳΩǎ ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ 

pondering on whether Nicholas Litlyngton was personally involved,53 I strongly propose that the 

ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Abbot Litlyngton 

was involved on a personal level. 

NŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

meaningless emphasis by the compiler. The abbot was entrusted with grave responsibilities at 

the ceremony. Beyond being close to the king and involved in the holy moment of unction, the 

abbot played a pivotal role in the sacred moment of administering the Purification wine to the 

king and queen from the stone chalice of St Edward the Confessor, after they had received the 

Body of Christ.54  
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Some elements of the role defined for the abbot are examples of him as guardian of the regalia 

belonging to the abbey, hence the especial notice made that when the king is divested of regalia 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ όECR, p.127). Like the chalice, the 

regalia had been donated to the abbey by Edward the Confessor and as such were relics; that 

the abbot should be in direct physical contact with the saintly items is another example of his 

singular status. 

Two other members of the convent at Westminster are explicitly mentioned in the ceremony, 

the sacrist and the almoner. Above all, the sacrist is mentioned in connection with practicalities 

and the smooth running of the ceremony. For example, detailed note is made of the provision of 

the holy oil for anointing the king:  

And the sacrist is to provide that the phials for the oil and for the chrism be ready, of 

which one is to be gilt and to contain holy chrism. But the other is to be only of silver, 

and to contain only the holy oil.55   

These particulars reveal a forward thinking approach on behalf of the compiler of the rubrics. 

.ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǇ ǘƘŜ 

Fourth Recension service onto the various sections of the abbey church provides a useful insight 

into some physical logistics involved, matters which, as Binski pointed out, are often missing 

from the rubrics.56  However, practicalities do occur on occasion. For example, the compiler 

directs that  

[. . .] the sacrist of Westminster is to take care that the royal ornaments and the great 

crown be early set with all honour upon the high altar, so that everything may be done 

without hindrance from the very great concourse of people which there is sure to be at 

such coronations.57  

To find examples of such attention to detail within the rubrics resonates with echoes of the 

characteristics of foresightedness already encountered in the personality of Litlyngton.58 Thus, in 

addition to the role of the abbot specifically within the rubrics, it is perhaps possible to discern 

the personal presence of the authorial hand of Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton in particular.  As a 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴster 

Abbey on crowded occasions. 
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In addition to the practical nature of including the role of the sacrist in the rubrics, identifying 

abbey officials in the coronation order emphasises the importance of the abbey at the solemn 

and splendid occasion of the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

monks and convent magnify their role in addition to giving instructions on execution of certain 

matters. This aspect of the mixed purpose of the rubrics is interesting when we consider that 

members of the chapel royal would also have been involved in the ceremony, but are 

conspicuously absent from mention in the rubrics.59  

 

4.2.2: The Rights of Westminster  

!ǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ respects very 

pragmatic. Indeed, the very first lines are concerned with the preparation of the stage in the 

crossing between the high altar and choir at Westminster, and how cloths and cushions should 

be arranged.60 As well as an eye for such practicalities the rubrics include examples of when 

sensible instructions are given so that the convent of Westminster either gains, or at least does 

not suffer loss, in relation to the ceremony. 

Possibly the inclusion of these aspects has led to the over-simplified judgement of the rubrics as 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ61 Perhaps one of the reasons that this issue has caught 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎΩ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

inclusion seems slightly at odds with the tone of what is a religious service. Indeed, there are 

examples throughout the service of matters relating to abbey rights which range from a passing 

mention to a quite detailed discussion.  

For an example of the former: 

that part of the ray cloth or burell spread out by the aforesaid almoner, as is described 

ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǘƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 

the use of the sacrist, and the rest, which is outside the church, is given always to the 

use of the almoner.62  

Similarly, when the king has been divested of the regalia and re-clothed in other garments at the 

ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ΨƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊ 
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garments which the king wears that day before his coronation belong to the monk who is then 

ƪŜŜǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦΩ63 

More striking are the two examples regarding material goods, which become quite detailed and 

move towards legalistic language.  In these examples it is possible to perceive a measure of 

detail possibly born from previous experience or misunderstanding. The first concerns the 

canopy which the barons of the Cinque Ports hold over the king and queen. The rubrics clearly 

dictate that although the barons can keep the silken cloth of the canopy, the silver lances and 

silver gilt bells, 

[. . .] belong to the church of Westminster, so do the stage and all the carpets on it, with 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭƪŜƴ ŎƭƻǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΦΦΦǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ 

possession of the church where the king is crowned in accordance with ancient right and 

custom.64 

In the Litlyngton Missal there is even a hand drawn in the margin which points to this line. This 

extra enforcement of the issue gives reason to believe that there had been a previous occasion 

when the protocol had either not been observed or had been challenged.65  

Perhaps the most extraordinary example of this sort of detailed rubric is one concerning 

provision for the convent for the feast after the ceremony: 

And provision is to be mŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

Westminster receive on the same day from the king a hundred bushels of corn and a 

modius of wine, and of fish, as much as the king thinks fit. What a modius of wine is, and 

what the measure, may be seen from the words of Papias66 in his Dictionary under the 

letter M at this word. And a gallon under the letter S at this word clearly means a 

Sextarium.67 

This extraordinarily precise definition of weights and measures, which goes so far as to direct the 

reader to the correct entry in a dictionary, is a somewhat bizarre item to find in the coronation 
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order of the kings and queens of England.68 It seems almost an encroachment on a sacred office 

by the following festivities. After all, the coronation order is a part of the liturgy and surely not 

the place for a discussion of material or financial issues? It is tempting to think that this 

remarkable rubric alone is enough to understand that the rubrics were written by someone from 

the abbey; although somewhat jarringly out of place in the coronation order, this example 

accords with the perception of Litlyngton as protector and promoter of Westminster Abbey. 

Other abbey rights are outlined in the rubrics, referring more specifically to the matter of 

safeguarding the role of individuals and the convent of Westminster as a whole in the ceremony. 

¢ƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

belongs to the prelates of the realm and the monastery of Westminster aloneΩ69 occur with some 

regularity: language similar to that already witnessed in securing the role of the abbot and the 

coronation regalia. However, it should be recognised that the rights of others are also asserted. 

As an obvious example, in the opening passage of the rubrics it is clearly stated that the right of 

crowning and anointing the prince who is to be king belongs specifically to the archbishop of 

Canterbury, or to another bishop of his choosing should he be unable to undertake the office 

himself.70 As personal friend to Archbishop Langham, Litlyngton may have had a special motive 

ǘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΤ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ŘƛŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ 

coronation. Similarly, various nobles, bishops, and court officials are expressly named as having 

specific rights and roles assigned to them.71 However, it is fair to say that the rights and roles of 

others are expressed neither as frequently nor as emphatically as those for Westminster Abbey. 

 

 4.2.3: Spirit of Place: The Abbey in the Rubrics 

In the very first line of the coronation order, after the title, the rubric specifically names the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ 

ΨCƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ the high altar and the choir of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦΩ72 Later, but still in the opening rubric, the identity of the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΣ ΨǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

                                                           
68

 Richardson and Sayles (p. 138) mentioned that the reviser of this fourth form of the Fourth Recension 

seems to have taken the sentences regarding the banquet from the 1236 coronation service, but there is 
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Convent of Westminster shall lead the king that is to be crowned from his palace at Westminster 

to the Church of St tŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΦΩ73 This matter of location is pivotal, as from this one 

matter of the geographical setting of the ceremony shines all the associated glory onto the 

abbot and members of the convent at Westminster. 

A comparison of the rubrics of the Liber regalis / Litlyngton Missal with Rawl. C. 425 reveals that 

the compiler of the later extended rubrics has taken the opportunity to pinpoint the coronation 

site. In the earlier book there is no specific naming of the Church of St Peter at Westminster; the 

place of coronation is simply termed ecclesia: church.74 The only mention of Westminster is in 

relation to the royal palace there, from whence he should be led to the ecclesia. This change 

from the shorter rubrics of Rawl. C. 425, not the only one to favour the abbey, is a significant 

one. The revised rubrics have named the Church of St Peter at Westminster in the opening 

sentence, whereas before it remained an anonymous church, with the abbey church only 

assumed by implication. Perhaps particular clarification was deemed desirable as within 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΦ  

Also noteworthy is the section towards the end of the order which, in a surprising mixture of 

legal terminology and lyrical language, claims the right of coronations and holding the regalia as 

an unassailable prerogative. 

Dicta uero sceptred liberabuntur statim finito prandio. et rege thalamum ingresso abbati 

westmonasterii siue alio monacho ad hoc assignato per manus dictorum regis et regine 

ut una cum aliis regalibus in dicto monasterio prout per bullas papales et regum cartas 

ac antiqua et semper obseruata consuetudine plenius habetur. quod sit locus regie 

institucionis et coronacionis. ac eciam repositorium regalium insignium imperpetuum. 

Sub hac enim racione in rescriptis papalium priuilegiorum et regalium cartarum ecclesia 

prefata scilicet ecclesia beati petri westmonasterii diadema regni nominatur. Capud 

pariter et corona tanquam ea que sola inter ceteras anglie ecclesias speciali prerogatiua 

prefulget.75 

 

Now the sceptres are to be delivered immediately after breakfast, when the king has 

gone into his chamber, to the Abbot of Westminster or another monk appointed for this 

purpose by the hands of the king and queen to be kept in the said monastery, as it is 
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appointed to be the place of institution and coronation of kings and the repository of the 

royal ensigns for ever, by papal bulls and ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

observed. For this reason the said church of Westminster, that is the church of St Peter 

at Westminster, is called in rescripts of papal privileges and royal charters, the diadem of 

the kingdom, the head and crown, as it is the church alone which shines forth amongst 

the other churches of England by special prerogative.76 

There are many items of note in this intriguing passage, not least of which is the number of lines 

that is devoted to ensuring that the point is effectively made. Also, the author of this tract has 

left no room for doubt as to which place is being described. Although easy to infer from the 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅΣ ΨǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ƛǎ Řƻǳōƭȅ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƘe writer is probably using legal terms, in fact he 

Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǇŀƭ ōǳƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎǎΩ 

charters, in support of his claims (discussed below). 

 !ƭǎƻ ƻŦ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘƛŀŘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ΩΥ ΨŘƛŀŘŜƳŀ 

ǊŜƎƴƛΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ 

ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ΨǎƘƛƴŜ ŦƻǊǘƘΩ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 

ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴΩΥ Ψ/ŀǇǳŘ ǇŀǊƛǘŜǊ Ŝǘ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ǘŀƴǉǳŀƳ Ŝŀ ǉǳŜ ǎƻƭŀ ƛƴǘŜǊ 

ŎŜǘŜǊŀǎ ŀƴƎƭƛŜ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛ ǇǊŜǊƻƎŀǘƛǳŀ ǇǊŜŦǳƭƎŜǘΩΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 

lead in the field of coronation churches, but the intended idea is that by the very virtue of its 

position as coronation church it is therefore the highest in the land.  

The fulsome ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΨŘƛŀŘŜƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎƘƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ ƛǎ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 

awkward juxtaposition with the technical language that immediately precedes it and a functional 

and brief list of names, with associate duties, that comes after it, the latter acting almost as an 

gauche and anticlimatic postscript as the document ends immediately after.  

More specifically, the claim within the rubrics is that that St PeǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ Ψƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŀƭ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀŘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΩΦ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

appropriating the title of diadem, the compiler is stating that it has been called so by popes and 

kings. Whilst in the fifteenth century Flete devoted a whole chapter of his history of 

Westminster Abbey to copying various papal bulls and charters, which do frequently name the 
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privilege of holding the regalia and being the place of coronation,77 nowhere in the transcribed 

documents do thŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨŘƛŀŘŜƳŀΩ ƻǊ ΨǇǊŜŦǳƭƎŜǘΩ ƻŎŎǳǊΦ78 More interesting still, Flete, in the 

section directly after the transcripts, has taken the phraseology of the order and used it in his 

ƻǿƴ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΥ ΨώΦ . .] from its first foundation, this is the place of royal 

consecration, the burial of kings and of keeping of the royal regalia; by merit is called the head 

ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀŘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳΣ ōȅ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳΦΩ79 It is possible that the phrases may have come 

from charters or bulls that are now lost, but in the case of Flete, he seems to have taken it from 

the order itself and not from any of the documents that he had copied. In which case, although 

the rubrics in the Liber regalis and Litlyngton Missal state that the elevated title of diadem 

comes from those in authority, until an original document with such wording is located, there 

remains the possibility, albeit remote, that it is an example of self-aggrandisement. 

The striking inclusion of this rather ornate praise within the frame of a liturgical setting would 

appear to be an opportunistically placed promotional tract for Westminster Abbey. It is more 

powerful as it comes at the end of solid staking of ceremonial territory through iteration of the 

role of the abbey and its monks throughout the rubrics. It also shows a realistic awareness of the 

strength of the abbey in holding an absolute monopoly as being the church of the sovereigns of 

England.  

 

4.2.4: Reflections on the Coronation Rubrics  

The Westminster provenance of the various Fourth Recension orders, the time frame, and the 

contents of the rubrics strongly suggest that revisions were made by a member of Westminster 

Abbey, and therefore, inevitably, that Abbot Nicholas Litlyngton was involved at some level. 

However, important factors have been disregarded with regards to the degree of his 

involvement and authorship.  

The strong endorsement of the role of the abbey and the abbot in the rubrics fits with the 

motivation of promotion that we witness as a point of continuity employed by Litlyngton in his 
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acts of patronage and building. Moreover, it is plausible that the coronation order was written 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇǊƛŎ ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳΣ !ōōƻǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

personal friend.80 This relationship with the prime prelate of the coronation ceremony in 

addition to the proven good favour of King Edward III towards Litlyngton would leave Litlyngton 

both exceedingly well-placed and well-informed for revising the order.81 Additionally, he would 

have had access to the previous coronation orders known to have been in Westminster Abbey, 

such as Rawl. C. 425. Furthermore, as we have seen, elements of the writing show traits of legal 

exactitude and fore-sightedness in gauging possible problem areas, a trait evident in other cases 

bearing LitƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦ Finally, aside from the rubrics, the tantalising matter of the new 

ŦƛŦǘƘ ƻŀǘƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ŏŀƴƻƴ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

mentality and actual deeds as witnessed by his actions at the Gloucester Parliament in 1378.82 

Even if Litlyngton delegated the revisions of the fourth form of the Fourth Recension, including 

changes to the oaths, it is highly likely that he was ultimately responsible for the revisions of the 

greatly developed rubrics which bear hallmarks of his modus operandi. 

Regarding the inclusion of the coronation order in the Litlyngton Missal, the motivations are now 

revealed to be strong and varied. My original premise that the inclusion of royal ceremonies 

within the glamorous book served to raise both the honour and the profile of the abbey, and 

subsequently reflect glory onto the abbot of the establishment, still holds true. However, there is 

additional impetus for the patron to include the order: personal experience of the event itself. 

Not only was Litlyngton a participant ŀǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

occasion in some way, but also he was responsible for part, if not all, of the revisions to the 

Fourth Recension. Throughout the order there is a meshing together of different, disjointed, and 

possibly jarring, tones and timbres ranging from biblical, liturgical, and legalistic to poetic, which 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǇǘƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

missal.  

 

4.3: Coronation Illuminations  
 

As might be expected, the illumination of the section of the missal dealing with the royal 

ceremonies is opulent. Apart from the full page miniature of the Crucifixion, the illumination of 

the three royal occasions witnesses the only other miniatures in the missal; all other illumination 
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is either inside borders or initials. The borders of the three opening pages related to the 

ceremonies are also amongst the most richly figural.  

IŀǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōot and 

abbey, the same level of scrutiny can be extended towards the illuminations of the royal 

ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŜȄŜǉǳƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

direct relation to the accompanying pictures. As well as reading and interpreting the images this 

section will also consider whether the images of all three ceremonies relate specifically to 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΣ ǎƻ ǇŀƭǇŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎΣ ƛǎ 

visible in the accompanying iconography. In light of the revised rubrics, it is pertinent to assess 

whether there is accompanying innovation and message in illustration, and to what extent the 

images relate both to the text and to other examples of English coronation scenes, particularly 

those other royal ceremony manuscripts usually linked to the Litlyngton Missal.  

 

пΦоΦмΥ ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ 

The miniature of the kƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ 

contains a representative portrayal of the Abbot of Westminster at the ceremony. However, this 

ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ όŦƻƭΦ нлсǊΣ fig. 4.1 ) deserves further 

attention to establish whether it holds other messages beyond the possible pictorial ousting of 

the archbishop of York by the Abbot of Westminster (see 2.5.4). 

The miniature fills a column width and stands seven lines high. The image depicts the very 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴΦ Lƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

that the mitred figure to the right of the king is the abbot of Westminster and not the 

archbishop of York, the image contains iconographic similarities to former and contemporary 

English coronation images, although this issue itself is a movable feast. 

The iconography for a ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭǎΣ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ 

coronation scenes from different countries, typically includes various common yet inconsistent 

elements.  A comparison between iconographic features of nine scenes found in thirteenth- and 

fourteenth-century English manuscripts (Table 4.1) allows an overview of the visual pedigree 

that is associated with the coronation of English kings. 
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Manuscript  
 

Date & 
Origin 

King 
shown 

Crowned 
by both 
archbishops 

Oil  Type of 
throne 

Sceptres: 
Type and 
number 

Sword: 
number & 
bearer 

Orb Number 
of 
laymen 

Number clerics Heraldry Bearded 
king 

BL, MS Loan 94, 
fol. 53 /ƘŜŜǘƘŀƳΩǎ 
Flores Historiarum 

c.1265-1320 
Westminster 
Abbey  

Arthur Yes No Bench 1 x fleur-
de-lis 

0 0 1 4:  
2 mitred 
2 tonsured 

No Clean 
shaven 

BL, MS Loan 94, 
fol. 115v 
/ƘŜŜǘƘŀƳΩǎ Flores 
Historiarum 

c.1265-1320 
Westminster 
Abbey 

Edward 
the 
Confessor  

crowning 
not shown 

Yes, act of 
anointing 
shown 

Bench 1 x dove 4 held by 
laymen 

0 c.9 4:   
2 mitred 
1 tonsured 
1 ? 

No 
 

Clean 
shaven 

CUL, MS 
Ee.3.59, fol .9 
Estoire  

c.1255 
London? 

Edward 
the 
Confessor  

crowning 
not shown 

Yes, act of 
anointing 
shown 

Bench 1 x fleur-
de-lis 

0 0 4 6:  
2 mitred 
4 tonsured  

No Clean 
shaven 

BL, MS Cotton 
Vitellius A. XIII, 
fol. 6 

1280-1300 
England 

Henry III Yes No Possibly with 
a back 

1 x floral 0 0 0 2 mitred No Bearded  

Cam. Corpus 
Christi Coll. MS 
20, f. 68. Apoc. 
and  Order 

1330 (?)-
1339  

Possibly 
Edward III  

Yes Yes 
2 x 
chrismatory 

Gable back 
throne  
(similar to 
9Ř LΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊύ 

1 x floral 0 Yes, 
with 
cross  

13 7:  
6 mitred  
1 tonsured 

No Bearded  

Westminster 
Abbey MS 38, 
fol. 1v Liber 

regalis  

Late 14
th
 

century 
Westminster 

unknown Yes No Low backed 
undecorated  

0 0 0 2 2 mitred No Bearded  

Litlyngton 
Missal,  fol. 206r 

1383-4 
Westminster  

unknown No, only 
left figure 

No Bench 1 x floral 1 held by 
layman 

0 1 4:  
2 mitred  
2 tonsured 

Yes Clean 
shaven 

Archivo General 
de Navarra, MS 
197, fol. 1 
/Ωƴŀǘƛƻƴ hǊŘŜǊ 

Post 1383-4 
Westminster  

unknown Yes No  Bench 1 x floral 2 held by 
laymen 

0 2 4:  
2 mitred 
2 tonsured 

No  Clean 
shaven 

BL, MS Cotton 
Nero D.VI, f. 70r 
Royal Docs. 

1386-99 
London 

Richard II  Yes No Backed  3 
slim  
pinnacles 

1 x fleur-
de-lis 

0 Yes, 
with 
cross 

0 2 mitred No Clean 
shaven 

Table 4.1: Images of the Coronation of English Kings from 13th and 14th Century Manuscripts 
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Clearly highlighted by the comparison is that, apart from in the Litlyngton Missal, when crowning 

is shown it is executed by both archbishops. This gives extra strength to the notion that the 

Litlyngton Missal image holds the archbishop of Canterbury and abbot of Westminster rather 

than two archbishops, Canterbury and York. Also clear is that sceptres are a constant feature, 

appearing in all but one scene but without being of a fixed type, whereas orbs are used just 

twice. The findings show that the now iconic Westminster Abbey symbol of the Coronation Chair 

of Edward I simply did not form a part of the traditional coronation iconography.559 There is an 

isolated incident when a similar throne is portrayed in CCC MS 20 (fig. 4.5). There are parallels in 

the gabƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻŎƪŜǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƭŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

repository built to house the Stone of Scone captured from the Scots in 1296.560 Although the 

ƪƛƴƎΩǎ Ǝƻǿƴ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ Even so, Warwick Rodwell 

convincingly reasoned that there are too many similarities to countenance coincidence.561 Binski 

Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƪƛƴƎǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŎƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƳȅǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴǘion that although there is no positive 

evidence against the chair being used, the first known occasion of its use is for the coronation of 

Henry IV in 1399.562   

Binski made the point that English depictions differ from French as they are single representative 

images and are not documentary or instructional. In particular he uses the example of the 

Capetian order (BNF, MS lat. 1246) which has fifteen step-by-step pictures of the coronation 

process.563 English coronation scenes are a conflation of the whole ceremony, which, to some 

extent, explains the inconsistency of elements, with even anointing being shown on a minority of 

occasions. None of the English coronation scenes depicts ǘƘŜ ŎƻƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

unction, before crowning, and worn for seven days.564 

 In the Litlyngton miniature, the king is seated centrally upon a backless throne, decorated with 

simple devices. His clothes are fittingly sumptuous: a pink robe with a pattern of gold crosses is 

seen beneath a tooled gold leaf cloak with red pattern and lining. This already lavish ensemble is 

further enriched by an ermine tippet, which sits over the cloak, or is possibly intended to be a 

                                                           
559

 See Warwick Rodwell, The Coronation Chair and Stone of Scone: Archaeology and Conservation (Oxford, 

2013), pp. 23-26. 
560

 The use of the more ornate throne coincides with the more architectural thrones depicted on great 

ǎŜŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ LLLΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΦ 
561

 Rodwell, p. 23. 
562

 WAP, p. 140. 
563

 WAP, p. 128.  
564

 ECR, ǇΦ ммфΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƛŦ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŘŀȅǎΦΩ 
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part of that garment. In an incorrect chronological conflation of events, the king has already 

received the sceptre, which he holds in his right hand as he looks directly out at the viewer.  

The archbishop of Canterbury, in a gold patterned blue cape, is removing his hand from the 

ŎǊƻǿƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ, in cloth of gold 

ŎŀǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘ ŎƘŜǾǊƻƴǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǳǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎ 

bent forearm. Each cleric is accompanied to their left by a tonsured figure dressed in alb and 

grey fur almuce. Behind the archbishop the figure holds a processional cross and the other holds 

a crosier. To the extreme right of the image stands a bare-headed lay figure dressed in white 

hose and blue doublet with shoes of the same colour. He is bearded and leans out past the 

bishop so as to view the scene more clearly. In his left hand he holds a large sword; presumably 

representative of all the ceremonial swords, Curtana being the chief one, the carrying of which 

in the coronation procession was the duty of the lay nobility.565 Strangely, the layman is standing 

on grass with daisies when the scene would otherwise seem to be in an interior. Without doubt, 

the flower speckled grass has been included deliberately and the Temporale Artist has painted 

over a section of the red quatrefoil frame to enlarge it. I suggest that the introduction of grass 

into the image symbolises the lay nature of the man who stands upon it as well as making a 

reference to the procession from outside the abbey into its interior; the grass symbolises what is 

outside of the abbey in the temporal world of the laymen. DǊŀǎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƭŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

to the Litlyngton depiction of the coronation: it does not appear in the Pamplona Manuscript 

which is understood to be modelled on the Westminster missal. Placing the only layman present 

on grass to indicate his secularity and movement from exterior to interior reveals an 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

strengths. 

 

пΦоΦнΥ ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎ: Heraldry 

The border on this page, aside from the usual blue and gold fretted knots, contains roundels and 

cartouches with figurative imagery, including heraldry. The use of heraldry already sets the 

iconography apart from depictions in the associated manuscripts of the Liber regalis and 

Pamplona Manuscript and appears to be unique to the Litlyngton Missal (see Table 4.1).The top 

and bottom borders contain three shields apiece, located in the four corners and at the top and 

bottom of the middle bar, which serves to divide the two columns of rubricated text. The shields 

at central top and bottom bear the English royal arms with the blazon, gules three lions passant 
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 ECR, ǇΦ ммрΥ ΨThen shall follow three earls clothed in silk carrying swords. The Earl of Chester, who 

claims the chief right of carrying the sword called Curtana, shall bear the same.Ω 
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guardant in pale or; their appearance on this coronation folio is obvious (fig. 4.2). Less evident is 

why the older royal arms have been used as opposed to those that were adopted by Edward III, 

and subsequently used by his descendents, when he made claim to the French throne in 1340. 

The royal arms from c.1340 to 1603 included quartering the lions passant with varying forms of 

fleur-de-lys or.566 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 

ŦƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ Ŏƻƛƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ 

himself paints them in a 1386-1399 depiction of Edward III giving Aquitaine to the Black Prince 

(fig. 4.14, BL, MS Cotton Nero D VI). Additionally, Richard II sometimes impaled the quartered 

royal arms onto the shield of Edward the Confessor as a personal coat of arms as a sign of his 

veneration of the saintly king.567 Oversight or compositional designs are just as likely to be 

motives for the anomalous use of the older arms as an unknown political message. However, it 

deserves to be noticed that elements of uncertainty exist.  

It may seem equally puzzling that on this particular page, there is no heraldic reference to the 

patron of the book through the Litlyngton shield or personal monogram. The lack of patronal 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ 

involvement in the revision of the coronation order and also that he had personally assisted at 

the coronation of Richard II. However, the omission of the patronal marks here acts as a support 

to the earlier hypothesis that the mitred figure to the right of the king in the miniature is the 

abbot of Westminster. The top left and right corners have roundels containing the arms of the 

abbot of Westminster (or indented azure, with crosier gules in the first quarter, fig. 4.3). In using 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΣ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜd to his personal device, Litlyngton attaches the coronation role to 

the abbot of Westminster rather than to any one man. Naturally, as the easily identified abbot-

ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀōōƻǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻōƭŜƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ 

had a defined role at the coronation. Furthermore, just as with the repetitious and cogently 

ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜŘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ƘŜǊŜ 

ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΦ 

The bottom left and right corners contain the arms of Edward the Confessor, which are also 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǊǊƻōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ǘƻ 

the place (fig. 4.4). hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ two elements of both saint 

and place are significant. As abbey arms, they indicate the importance of the location of the 

coronation, and as such pictorially fortifies that fact stated in the rubrics. As the ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ 
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their presence not only links the newly-crowned monarch with a royal saint, but also 

consolidates the continuity of kingship, accentuated further as the coronation regalia itself had 

once belonged to the Confessor and is mentioned unambiguously in the order. The abbey and 

Confessor arms on this opening page to the coronation ceremony act as a positive endorsement 

of the abbey where the crowning and anointing took place mere steps from the prized shrine of 

the Confessor. Thus the direct connection to Westminster discerned via heraldry on the 

coronation page complements and extends the sentiment expounded in the rubrics of the order.  

 

4.3.3: ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎ: Prophets 

In the borders, five prophets inhabit each of the left and right vertical borders. Elegantly dressed 

in robes of varying colours adorned with gold, these ten figures all wear gold topped hats, 

representing Jewish headwear,568 to indicate that they are the Hebrew prophets of the Old 

Testament. Each of the men holds a scroll, a rare trope in the Litlyngton Missal, with abbreviated 

writing indicating their identity.   

Depicting prophets in the borders includes them as prestigiously holy witnesses to the 

coronation taking place in the miniature they flank; this is especially true of the prophet Daniel 

who stands in the left border. He is the same level and height as the figures in the miniature and 

from whom he is separated by the merest strip of white frame (fig. 2.31). The role of prophets in 

ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ƻƴŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ569 The 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ōȅ 

Nathan, both of which are explicitly referred to in the order. Reference to Zadok the priest and 

bŀǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ ŀǎ ƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘers stretching back to the first 

English coronation order.  At the point of anointing in the service, a ninth-century pontifical 

ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƪƛƴƎ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψ¦ƴŎȄŜǊǳƴǘ ώǎƛŎϐ ǎŀƭƻƳƻƴŜƳ ǎŀŘƻŎ ǎŀŎŜǊŘƻǎ 

Ŝǘ ƴŀǘƘŀƴ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘŀ ǊŜƎŜƳΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘicates that they should be used as an antiphon.570 In the 

Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ OrdoΩ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǇƘƻƴΥ Ψ/ƘƻǊƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ŎƻƴŎƛƴƴŜƴǘŜ ŀƴǘƛǇƘƻƴŀƳΩΦ571 A less well-known 

connection to the prophets and unction also appears in the coronation order:   
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and Jews: Making Monsters in Medieval Art (Princeton, 2003). 
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 [. . .] and afterwards by the effusion of this oil, you made priests, and kings, and 

prophets, to govern your people Israel, and by the voice of the prophet David foretold 

that the Countenance of your Church should be made cheerful with oil.572  

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ΨǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

amongst those anointed aǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΣ ŀǎ ŘƻŜǎ Ψ¦ƴƎŀƴǘǳǊ Ƴŀƴǳǎ ƛǎǘŜ ŘŜ ƻƭŜƻ ǎŀƴǘŦƛŎŀǘƻ ǳƴŘŜ 

ǳƴŎǘƛ ŦǳŜǊǳƴǘ ǊŜƎŜǎ Ŝǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘŜ ώǎƛŎϐ Ŝǘ ǎƛŎǳǘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŜƳΦΩ573 As both anointers and 

anointed, prophets in the text and image of the coronation order in the Litlyngton Missal implies 

ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ YŀƴǘƻǊƻǿƛŎȊΣ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

upon medieval sources such as the Norman Anonymous of c.1100,574 noted that the king 

assumes  Christic elements through being anointed; the images of the border prophets are 

further reminders of the king taking on their wisdom and power as well as receiving their 

blessing and holy witness. Significantly, the visual inclusion of prophets makes a pictorial 

reference to anointing without the act being shown in the miniature. 

Understanding the importance of prophets to the coronation ceremony helps to explain why 

they should appear in the borders in the Litlyngton Missal, but does not explain why their 

inclusion should be such a rare occurrence in the iconography oŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƪƛƴƎǎΩ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

generally.  The miniatures in the Liber regalis do not include prophets, and indeed have no 

borders. Prophets are equally absent from the Pamplona Manuscript. In his work produced for 

the Navarra archive, Florencio Idoate stated that the text and image of the Pamplona 

Manuscript rely heavily on the Litlyngton Missal.575 Although undoubtedly true, there are also 

some notable differences. The composition of the Pamplona king miniature (fol. 3r) is rigidly 

symmetrical and therefore has two laymen, one on each outer edge; they both hold a sword (fig. 

3.33). Also different is that the albed figure to the right holds a book and each of the mitred 

figures holds the crown in an act of shared coronation of the king.  Only six figures inhabit the 

borders: temporal kings, not prophets.  

                                                           
572

 ECR, p. 91: ΨŜǘ ǇƻǎǘŜŀ ǇŜǊ Ƙǳƛǳǎ ǳƴƎǳŜƴǘƛ ƛƴŦǳǎƛƻƴŜƳ ŀŘ ǊŜƎŜƴŘǳƳ ǇƻǇǳƭǳƳ ƛǎǊŀŜƭƛǘƛŎǳƳ ǎŀŎŜǊŘƻǘŜǎ ŀŎ 

reges et prophetas perfecisti uultumque ecclesie in oleo exhilarandum per propheticam famuli tui uocem 
ŘŀǳƛŘ ŜǎǎŜ ǇǊŜŘƛȄƛǎǘƛΦΩ  
573

 Latin: ECR, p. 92; MEW, сфоΦ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǘƘƛs hand be anointed with holy oil as the kings and prophets were 

ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀǎ ƪƛƴƎΦΩ  
574

 Ernst Kantorowicz, ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ¢ǿƻ .ƻŘƛŜǎΥ ! {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŀŜǾŀƭ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ (Princeton, 1957) 

chapter three, and, p.48 where he quotes ǘƘŜ bƻǊƳŀƴ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΥ ΨThe power of the king is the power of 

DƻŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƛǎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

Christ, but by grace; and whatsoever he does, he does not simply as a man, but as one who has become 

God and Christ by grace.Ω 
575

 Florencio Idoate, Ceremonial De La Coronacion, Uncion y Exequias De Los Reyes De Inglaterra (Navarra, 

Temas de cultura popular, no. 254), p.5. The Pamplona Manuscript has one text column per page. 
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Thus, not only are depictions of prophets at coronations absent from the two books most closely 

associated with the Litlyngton Missal, but they also do not appear in the other well-known 

examples of English coronation scenes either. Prophets at the coronation in the iconography of 

English coronation orders seem to be an occurrence unique to the Litlyngton Missal.576 

Although at first the Litlyngton miniature might seem a conventional representation of the king 

of 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ 

through either omission or inclusion, which have notable features and innovations 

complementing and reinforcing the text of the order. In parallel with the text of the rubrics, the 

heraldry adorning the borders reflects the heightened role of the abbot of Westminster and his 

abbey, despite the anomaly in the use of the older royal arms. Furthermore, the illumination of 

the borders shows a so far unnoticed innovation in the iconography through an expansion of the 

subject matter to include depictions of heraldry and prophets; again, as seen above, these latter 

are linked to the text of the order, with a direct link to the otherwise absent act of anointing. In 

the miniature, the inclusion of two assisting monks in an image with only six figures total is a 

pictorial equivalent of the written reminders in the coronation rubrics to note the importance of 

the abbey. The rubrics of the order provide insight into the mitred figure conventionally 

considered to be the archbishop of York and give a strong basis for considering that it is, in fact, 

a representation of the abbot of Westminster. The full discussion is in chapter two (2.5.4), but in 

brief here: the attitude of the mitred figure to the right directly reflects  the rubrics which 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

king and close his sleeves after anointing has taken place. Not to be forgotten is that the 

archbishop of York, unlike other clerics, remains steadfastly unmentioned in the order. 

 

пΦоΦпΥ ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ  

One of the reasons why the Fourth Recension was revised, according to scholarly consensus, was 

to allow for the creation of a ceremony where a queen might be crowned alone. Until the 

coronation of Anne of Bohemia in 1382, this had not happened since the coronation of Henry 

LLLΩǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΣ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ tǊƻǾŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ мносΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘlyngton Missal was 

later copied into Rawl. C. 425 where it had not previously existed in any form.  

Although undertaken by a different artist, tƘŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻƭΦ ннмǾ 

(fig. 2.35), has similarities in style and composition to ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
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 Coronation scenes in chronicles and biblical works do not depict prophets (other than Nathan in images 

ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎΦ 
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figurative illumination on this folio is the first of only two instances of the work undertaken by 

the Royal Miniatures Artist (see 3.4.7) and in considered continuity the miniature has the same 

dimensions and position ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴƭȅ 

spaced at thirds both horizontally and vertically as opposed to being solely in the left and right 

vertical borders. There are nine figures with the intercolumnar border also being populated; 

there is no heraldry. 

In emphasis of the importance of women on this occasion, the left border holds three female 

figures depicted in contemporary dress.  All the left border figures wear blue gowns, mirroring 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀl border figure is a queen wearing a jewelled hair net 

and crown (fig. 4.7). It is more difficult to distinguish the headwear of the top and bottom border 

females. The three females have their hair up in contrast to the queen in the miniature, who 

wears it loose for the coronation. Therefore, rather than being repeat images of the queen, it is 

conceivable that the top and bottom women are representations of the noblewomen of the 

ǊŜŀƭƳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ Ψώ. . .] the noble 

ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩΤ Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻōƭŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊΣ 

the noblest whereof shall always attend on the queen, as is aforesaid, to accompany and relieve 

ƘŜǊΩΦ577 These quotes indicate that the abbot played no role in personally assisting the queen. 

The six figures in the middle and right borders are male musicians with various instruments (fig. 

4.6).578 In fascinating contrast to the gravitas lent ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƛƴ 

the borders, hŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜǾƛǘȅΥ 

celebration as opposed to exaltation. Interestingly, as another mark of difference between the 

illuminations of the two manuscripts, in the Pamplona Manuscript musical angels do populate 

the borders. The Litlyngton musicians are dressed in hose, sometimes bi-coloured, with belted 

and buttoned tunics. All the border figures are separated by an intricate twining of blue, red and 

white foliage and stems on a gold background. Various paired leaves and flowers spread into the 

margins around the borders. 

¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation miniature. A queen sits on a throne central to the rigidly symmetrical composition. 

On either side of her is a bishop, presumably the archbishops of Canterbury and York, identically 

dressed in capes with red chevrons on a lighter peach background with gold collars and edging.  

Beside each bishop, on the far left and right of the picture, stands a tonsured crucifer, also 

identically dressed in albs with red apparel. As a final point of symmetry, both bishops are 
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ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ 

with the crown as capstone and just ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ bƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 

non-symmetry, the cross by the archbishop of Canterbury, traditionally on the left, is larger than 

the cross on the right. If an intentional difference, it is possible that this refers to the primŀǘŜΩǎ 

higher standing.  

The figure of the queen acts as the focal point of the picture not only by her centrality, but also 

by the splash of her blue gown that draws the eye.579 The queen has already received the 

sceptre which she holds in her left hand and her right hand is lifted to her breast in a gesture 

reminiscent of humble acceptance or surprise commonly given to the Virgin in Annunciation 

scenes. Her loose hair and generic blue gown with gold cape also engender comparisons to 

Mary; the whole effect is of solemnity, which contrasts with the border figures. The throne here 

is very different to that used by the Temporale Artist in his miniature; it has ornamented sides 

and a back rather than being a simple bench throne. Set in the stone, represented in silver here, 

seem to be blue leaded panes. Most strikingly of all, it has two crocketed pinnacles rising like 

ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǇƛǊŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ ƳƛǘǊŜŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ōƭǳŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

miniature itself. In many ways, the throne resembles a church building, more cathedral than 

cathedra. 

Comparison with the Liber regalis and Pamplona Manuscript shows the Litlyngton Missal 

miniature conforms to type both compositionally and iconographically. The equivalent miniature 

in the Liber regalis, fol. 29Σ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

she sits with loose hair and similar hand gestures. However, the crucifer monks of the Litlyngton 

Missal have been replaced by two identically dressed laymen who look on. 

Comparing the Litlyngton Missal miniature with the equivalent in the Pamplona Manuscript 

reveals noticeable similarities in both border and miniature, but again with major differences 

(fig. 4.8). Shared properties are the queen seated centrally with loose hair; the two bishops 

flanking her whilst placing the crown on her head; and the two tonsured crucifers symmetrically 

on the outer edges of the image. The most notable difference is that the Pamplona Manuscript 

artist has employed a geometric shape to further encase the coronation scene within the 

existing rectangular frame of the miniature. Beyond variations in palette and cloth design, 

diversities include a bench throne, the crucifers hold a book and a reliquary and there is no 

sceptre for the queen, whose hands rest in her lap. Also, the right-hand mitred figure does not 

have a crucifer behind him, but a tonsured monk holding a crosier.  
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 The rubrics state that the queŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƴ ǳƴǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǘǳƴƛŎΥ ΨǉǳŜ ǉǳƛŘŜƳ ǘǳƴƛŎŀ Ŝǘ ŎƛŎƭŀǎ 

ǳƴƛǳǎ ŜǊǳƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊƛǎ ǾƛŘƛƭƛŎŜǘ ǇǳǊǇǳǊŜƛ Ŝǘ ǳƴƛǳǎ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ǎƛƴŜ ŀƭƛǉǳƻ ƻǇŜǊŜΩ όMEW, 726). 
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¢ƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀƳǇƭƻƴŀ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΣ 

hold female figures and musicians.  However, there are only eight figures, two of whom are 

uncrowned noblewomen. In a conspicuous difference to the Litlyngton Missal, only two of the 

border musicians are earthly, whereas the four corners hold musical angels. The overall 

impression is that although the Litlyngton Missal may have been used as a model for the 

Pamplona Manuscript, the artist has adapted and sometimes extended the iconographic 

elements rather than slavishly copying them. 

In relation to the text of the coronation ceremony, although Westminster Abbey is implied as 

the place to which the queen should be led in procession for her coronation it is not specifically 

ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘƭȅ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

On the day on which the queen is to be crowned by herself the prelates and nobles of 

the realm shall assemble in the royal palace at Westminster, and a procession shall be 

arranged by the Archbishops, Bishops, Prelates, the Abbot and Convent of 

Westminster...they shall go in procession to meet at the palace the queen that is to be 

crowned.580  

 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ŦƛȄŜŘ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōȅ мнллΣ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 

place for queens too.581 The role of the abbot goes unremarked in the rubrics and the relatively 

minor importance of the ceremony is reflected in the reduced number of pages and explanatory 

rubrics that are devoted to it: fols. 206r-220v for the king and fols. 221r-223v for the queen.  

Admittedly, some of the inŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ also relevant ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

therefore not written out again. However, in certain matters it is unclear whether the ceremony 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭe, in 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎΥ 

Immediately on the ending of the hymn shall be begun the office of the Mass, and after 

the offertory of the same Mass the king and queen shall go crowned to make their 

offering, and then shall return to their seats, and shall remain there seated to the end of 

Mass.582  

It is difficult to know whether the king and queen receive wine administered by the abbot from 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ 
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belonged solely to the coronation of the sovereign. Unfortunately, chronicle accounts are 

unhelpful in providing missing details. 583 Notwithstanding the relative lesser importance of the 

ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ, the occasion was still of high significance and the abbey clearly 

felt the privilege of the occasion enough to include its extravagant illumination within the 

Litlyngton Missal.  

 

4.4: The Exequies of Kings 
 

The tombs of ƪƛƴƎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜŜƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ their royal death legacies to the abbey were valuable both 

in terms of cachet and finance. Indeed, the crosses erected by Edward I to mark the journey of 

9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ /ŀǎǘƛƭƭŜΩǎ body from Lincoln to London in 1290 could be interpreted as signposts 

which emphasise the importance of the destination point of Westminster Abbey ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ 

true resting place. Harvey explored the royal death anniversaries at the abbey, which highlighted 

the economic importance of the royal funeral and death culture to the community of 

Westminster Abbey. This importance of royal death to the abbey is reflected in the Litlyngton 

Missal through the inclusion of the luxuriously decorated exequies for a king on fol. 224r (figs 4.9 

and 3.25).584 As Christopher Given-Wilson comments in his article concerning the royal funeral 

ceremony of this period, in a society where there was an increasing move amongst the nobility 

to leave full instructions to allow for grandly commemorative funerals, it is only fitting that kings 

should be given exalted exequies.585 

 

 

4.4.1: The Text 

The folio has a similar layout to the preceding coronation ceremony pages although, the 

miniature sits below two lines of text and is one line shorter in height; it is the second and last 

ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ 

ƪƛƴƎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ opening phrase, De exequiis regalibus, 

would support this, such a title promises more than is present in the text. Thus far unpublished 

in translation, the rubrics actually deal with the preparation of the outward appearance of the 

ŘŜŀŘ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ post mortem, pre-sepultura rather than being the funeral service for a 

ƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŜȄŜǉǳƛŜǎΣ ƻōǎŜǉǳƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ΨŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǊƛǘŜǎΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŀƴ 
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ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛŜƳ Ƴŀǎǎ, 

indeed no liturgy at all, simply rubrics. 

The rubrics explain how the body of the king was to be washed and dressed with certain very 

ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘΩΦ586 Equally 

detailed are the instructions that the body was to be covered, apart from his face and beard, in a 

ǿŀȄ ŎƭƻǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǿƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳƳō ΨƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƛŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƴŜƴ ƎƭƻǾŜǎΩΦ587 The body was then to be dressed over the wax cloth, with specifics 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǊŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΣ ƴƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ 

the ceremony, officiants, procession protocol, and other matters are noted. A longer version of 

the De exequiis regalibus is included in the Liber regie capelle of the mid-fifteenth century.588 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Liber Regie 

Capelle, and indeed the Litlyngton Missal and probably the Liber regalis, Given-Wilson 

speculated that aspects of this ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ΨŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΩ were used in the funeral of Edward 

III.589 

The brief text of the Litlyngton Missal/ Liber regalis ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀƎǳŜ ΨŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭΩ 

sentence which is the very antithesis of the precision given to matters in the rubrics oŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation: 

In such a way the said prince is dressed, and with the bishops and magnates of his reign 

and with all reverence he will be carried to that place which he had chosen for his burial 

and with regal rites he will most befittingly be handed over to burial.590 

¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ōǳǊƛŀƭΩ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ 

exequies text has ŀ ǇŀǳŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

Although a place of importance as a royal mausoleum, Westminster Abbey has never held the 

monopoly as the site of royal tombs.  

Unlike the rubrics for the coronation ceremony, there is no reason to suppose that Litlyngton 

was involved in the authorship of the obsequies of the king although it is worth considering that 

De exequiis regalibus was included in the Litlyngton Missal to highlight and consolidate what was 
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becoming an established pattern of burial at the abbey for the later Plantagenets.591 The abbey 

had even petitioned that the body of the deposed Edward II be transported from its tomb in 

Gloucester to be interred in the abbey in 1327.592 Another possible reason that the rubrics have 

few details is that certain of the ceremonial aspects of the funeral were often governed by the 

kings themselves in their wills with different personal expressions of desired ritual.593 

 

4.4.2: Edward III: The Dead King 

Edward III and Philippa of Hainault were the last king and queen of England to die before the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛnster. By including the De 

exequiis regalibus Litlyngton was arguably attempting to consolidate the abbey as royal resting 

ǇƭŀŎŜΥ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ 

Abbey as a royal necropolis.594 In his wƛƭƭΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǊŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ 

the church of Saint Peter of Westminster, among our progenitors of illustrious memory, the 

ƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩΦ595 In Westminster Abbey and the Plantagenets, Binski explored ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǎ Ψ! 

Royal FelloǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ aŀǳǎƻƭŜǳƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ LLL ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LΩΦ596 In his study, 

Binski recognised that Henry III did not set out to create a royal mausoleum through ordering to 

ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ and made the interesting point that Henry was following the 

tradition of being buried in a church of his own founding. This thought can be extended even 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ IŜƴǊȅ LLL ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜ-

founding the very church that the saint had initially patronised. Although the concentration of 

.ƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ IŜƴǊȅ LLL ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƻƳōƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLL 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŦƻǊōŜŀǊǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

first time that Westminster Abbey was to be the established royal mausoleum.597  

Litlyngton must have had a personal involvement with the funeral. Although undocumented, it 

would be illogical had he not been present in ceremonial function as head of the house where 

the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
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DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ όмоттύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ό1383-4) it is not 

unreasonable to explore the possibility that the king depicted in the exequies miniature is a 

representative image of Edward III.  Litlyngton is known to have enjoyed the favour of Edward III 

and the latter to have received popular acclaim as having been a strong and wise king, in spite of 

his waning popularity in his final years. Certainly, the eulogies praise him as a pinnacle of 

kiƴƎǎƘƛǇΦ ²ŀƭǎƛƴƎƘŀƳ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎΣ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ, 

ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ  ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ΨƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ!ƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎΦΦΦŀ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƪƛƴƎΣ ōŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴǘΣ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘΦΩ598 To use such 

a king, dead for less than a decade, as the model for the dead king in the Litlyngton Missal 

miniature would be understandable. ¢ŀƪŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ 

ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ funeral, the fact that EdwardΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

funeral being the last royal funeral in more than fifty years, and, most convincingly of all, the 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

this picture is based on the defunct Edward III. 

Post mortem images of Edward III may have stemmed from the funeral and tomb effigies, 

themselves possibly based on a death mask, which are the truest representations of the king 

(figs 4.10 and 4.11). Anne Morganstern believed that the quality of the rendering of the face on 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ψŀ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΩΦ {ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō 

effigy was not based on the death mask from which the funeral effigy was made, the mouth of 

which shows signs of having been affected by a stroke.599 Paul Williamson has also stated that 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇǇŀ ƻŦ IŀƛƴŀǳƭǘΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŜŦŦƛƎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

portraiture. However, he concluded the features to have been based on the death mask.600 It is 

ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 

which, if the Royal Miniatures Artist was indeed creating a likeness of Edward III by using a 

model then the death mask or funeral effigy may have been used.601 

Images of Edward III as an older king became easily recognisable as him, as opposed to generic 

king representations, through distinctively long wavy hair and a lengthy forked beard. Examples 

of this phenomenon can be found in sources as diverse as his later Great Seal (fig. 4.12a), his 
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tomb, the Chaworth Roll,602 the fifteenth-century York Minster choir screen, and a pictorial book 

of the Order of the Garter (BL, MS Stowe 594, fol. 7v) c.1430-45.603 Most of these sources post-

date Edward, as indeed does the Litlyngton Missal itself, but they serve to signify the identifiable 

portrayal of him. The Chaworth Edward III (fig. 4.12) is located in a fifteenth-century addition to 

ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

generic clean-shaven, short-haired kings, but also from the subsequent kings on the roll by this 

later artist.  The beard and hair are characteristically long and wavy.  In the York choir screen 

Edward III, the attributes chosen to distinguish him are the longer length of his forked beard. 

Even the Temporale Artist breaks from his usually formulaic representation of bearded faces in 

his depiction of Edward III that occurs on fol. 31r in BL, MS Cotton Nero D VI (1386-1399: fig. 

4.13); ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǳǎǘŀŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƪŜŘ ōŜŀǊŘ ŀǊŜ 

ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ōǊƻǿƴ ōŜŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

dead king in the Litlyngton Missal fits this pattern of representation of Edward III and has the 

additional persuasion of having been commissioned by the head of the religious house which 

ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƻƳōΣ at around only six years after 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

The representation of the dead king in the Liber regalis is a more generic image which is less 

identifiable with Edward III, both beard and hair are noticeably shorter and the dead monarch 

seems to be a replica of the king who is shown as being crowned in earlier miniatures. The 

defunct king in the Pamplona Manuscript, as one might expect in having the Litlyngton Missal as 

a model, is portrayed with lengthy wavy hair and beard as well as almost identical clothing. Of 

course, in general a long beard could be said merely to signify old age, however, there is a 

consistency in the portrayal of Edward III with a long-forked beard, which links him, probably 

both intentionally and subconsciously, to such portrayals. 

 

4.4.3: The Exequies Miniature 

The miniature of the dead king is one of the most striking images of the entire missal, partly due 

to a quasi-relief effect of strong black shapes against a red background, and partly to the drama 

of the scene depicted. The palette of this scene is limited to black, white, red, blue, and gold, all 

strong colours reacting boldly with one anƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ 

gold leaf background, further heightens the effect caused by the atypical use of blocks of 
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 See Alixe Bovey, The Chaworth Roll: A Fourteenth Century Genealogy of the Kings of England (London, 

2005), p. 20. 
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 CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ǎŜŜ CǊƻƴǎƪŀ Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǊǳƎŜǎΩǎ DŀǊǘŜǊ .ƻƻƪΩΣ ƛƴ Royal Manuscripts, 

p. 367. 
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black.604 The same arresting colour scheme extends into the borders where eight roundels, 

placed at thirds, contain bust profiles of hooded mourners or monks in black facing left against a 

red background. Only the merest sliver of a profile is visible from under the black hoods.605 The 

hooded figures in black do not necessarily indicate monks and could be lay mourners in hooded 

cloaks. The account record of the funeral of Edward III details that four hundred black cloaks 

ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊŎƘ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǎŜΦ606 

However, the very different black garb of the lay mourners in the margins on fol. 326r, office for 

the death of a monk might mean that the hooded figures in the Litlyngton Missal are intended as 

monks, especially as other mourning monks are shown in the same cloaks but with their hoods 

down and with tonsure clearly visible at a monkΩs funeral, fol. 326r (figs 4.14 and 4.15).  If the 

ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ Ƴƻƴƪǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

funeral. 

In keeping with the idea of the sacral nature of kingship, the recumbent figure of the dead king 

shows a man who would dwarf those around him if he were shown standing. The clothed body 

lies on a bier covered with cloth of gold which falls into regular and stylised folds. The gold 

cushion for his head has cross hatching in black and tassels, thus defining it against the gold of 

the bier cloth. His tunic is gold, as are his sandals; his cloak is rich royal blue, red-lined with an 

ŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǇŜƭƛǎǎŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŘΦ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ {ƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ 

wardrobe accounts liǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀ ƎƻƭŘ ǘǳƴƛŎΣ ƎƻƭŘ ōƛŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘ, and gold 

ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ōƻŘȅ.607 The defunct monarch is crowned, gloved, 

and holds a sceptre in his left hand and a golden orb with crucifix in his right.   

The portrayal of the king in this miniature relates to the specific instructions given in the rubrics. 

This seems not to be simply a matter of coincidental iconographic custom; both the miniature in 

the Liber regalis and the depiction of the recumbent Edward the Confessor in the Litlyngton 

Missal have differences that do not conform with the order. For example, the dead king in the 

Liber regalis, despite having the same text to accompany it, does not hold an orb topped with a 

crucifix in his gloved right hand; instead he has two sceptres and bare hands. Different again, 

Edward the Confessor, shown as a recumbent king on fol. 277v of the Litlyngton Missal has one 

ǎŎŜǇǘǊŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀ 

round gilded orb in which a gilded rod is fixed and reaches from his hand to his chest on the top 
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 Black appears as a painted colour only once more in the missal at the funeral of a monk, fol. 326r. 
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 The left and top edges of the miniature are framed with a blue band with zigzag pattern, although 

around half way along the top edge the pattern rather clumsily changes to wavy lines. The tails of the two 

ΨƎΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ around them. 
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 Given-Wilson, p. 268 and n. 46.  
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 Given-Wilson, p. 266. 
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of the rod will be the sign of the cross of our lord which on his chest of the same prince must 

ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎƭȅ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘΦΩ608 The rubrics also state that the king should be crowned. The one area in 

which the depiction of the Litlyngton Missal king strays from the rubrics is in the omission of a 

ƎƻƭŘ ǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΦΩ609 The dead king in the 

Pamplona Manuscript seems to be a copy of his Litlyngton Missal counterpart excepting that he 

ǘƻƻ ƛǎ ƎƭƻǾŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘhe wax cloth 

around each digit (fig. 4.16). 

¢ƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏonsider whether the monarch in the 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΣ ƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŦŦƛƎȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLL ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ 

in Westminster AbbŜȅΩǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ610 Given-Wilson asserted that there is no stated role for an 

effigy in this short funeral order, even though it is known that effigies were used. He also 

wondered whether the regalia ordered to be made by craftsman Stephen Hadley was in fact 

intended for the effigy rather than the corpse of the king.611 

 Similarly, whether the king in the Litlyngton Missal is an effigy or not is also ambiguous. To 

consider the miniature as an effigy rather than cadaver would be historically correct for this time 

as 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŦŦƛƎȅ was the first to be used at Westminster Abbey.612 However, as we 

have seen, the historically incorrect representation of English kings crowned by both the 

archbishop of York and Canterbury had existed iconographically for centuries without needing to 

be corrected. On balance an image of an effigy of a dead king would seem convoluted and 

possibly counter-indicative when the rubrics surrounding the miniature are fastidiously 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŦŦƛƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ point of importance is that the 

essence of the dead king has been portrayed, which is also the role of the effigy itself. 

The ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŜȄŜǉǳƛŜǎ in the Liber regalis does not portray a funeral, but, instead, 

has the representation of a kingΩǎ ǘƻƳōΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Liber regalis most 

definitely is of an effigy (fig. 4.17).  The king lies on a slab above a tomb chest with stone 

canopies both above his head on the slab and over the whole structure in an elaborate 
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 Latin, MEW, 734. 
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 MEW, топΥ Ψ9ǘ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛƻ ŘƛƎƛǘƻ ŘŜȄǘǊŜ Ƴŀƴǳǎ ƛƳǇƻƴŜǘǳǊ ŀƴƴǳƭǳǎ ŀǳǊŜƴǎΩΦ 
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 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ WƻŜƭ .ǳǊŘŜƴΣ ΨwŜ-writing a Rite of Passage: The Peculiar 

CǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLΩΣ ƛƴ bΦCΦ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²Φ aΦ hǊƳǊƻŘΣ ²Φ aŀǊƪǎΣ ŜŘǎΦΣ Rites of Passage: Cultures of 

Transition in the Fourteenth Century (Woodbridge, 2004). Similarly, Given-Wilson addresses the idea of 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ {ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻΣ YŀƴǘƻǊƻǿƛŎȊΣ ǇǇΦ пмф-429. 
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 Given-Wilson, p. 265-267. 
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 Given-Wilson (p. 265) explained how adhesive had been used to attach, wig, beard, moustache, and 

eyebrows to the now hairless effigy in Westminster Abbey museum. 
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perpendicular gothic, fan vaulted tester. The inclusion of the canopy and elaborate tester 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ όfig. 4.18). Binski convincingly drew 

comparisons between the Liber regalis tomb to the real tomb of Edward III and yet leaves 

unremarked the differences in depiction of the effigy, hair and beard length, and the inclusion of 

a crown in the miniature, where there is none on the effigy. This latter aspect could be explained 

as an uncrowned king in the iconography of a royal book would be anomalous. Understanding 

that the Liber regalis depicts a tomb rather than a funeral explains the absence of clerics, 

mourners, tapers, and the other trappings of death ceremony as well as the divergences from 

the rubric instructions. 

Conversely, the Litlyngton miniature shows many of those missing elements. Two 

archbishops/bishops perform the liturgical rites over the king and the sense is of a captured 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ hƴŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ Ƙƛs 

feet, both hold a book from which they presumably conduct the service; each has an attendant 

tonsured crucifer, dressed in white alb. In front of the bier are four hooded mourners holding 

tall, white, lighted tapers, and there are three of these same figures on the far side of the bier. 

To the far left and right of the miniature stand bare-headed and bearded men dressed in black 

to represent the laity. The mourners stand in profile, all facing right, with only a slim section of 

forehead, nose, mouth, and chin visible. 

 It is in the depiction of the mourners and absence of the bishops that the Pamplona Manuscript 

miniature differs most from the Litlyngton. In the Pamplona Manuscript, as in the Litlyngton 

Missal, hooded mourners dressed in black and holding lighted tapers surround the bier. 

However, as opposed to the rigid lines of mourners in the Litlyngton, the four in the foreground 

of the Pamplona Manuscript are seated on a low bench and, by their body language, are 

conversing in two pairs of two. Two of these front mourners are visible in three quarter profile. 

Placing the mourners on a bench could be a compositional practicality, portrayed thus they do 

not block the view of the recumbent king as they certainly would if they were standing. Using 

seated mourners avoids the necessity of the awkward perspective of showing the king on a 

horizontal plane viewed aerially that has been adopted by the Royal Miniatures Artist in the 

Litlyngton. In the Pamplona Manuscript it is unclear whether the four mourners on the far side 

of the bier are seated or standing and only the tops of their hoods, eyes, and foreheads are 

visible. There is one bearded mourner who stands to the left of the bier and who is not blocked 

by it. 
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4.4.4: Reflections on  De exequiis regalibus  

Unlike the two preceding coronation ceremonies, it would not have been possible to open the 

Litlyngton Missal at De exequiis regalibus and to conduct the ceremony for the funeral of a king. 

So why is it included?  I think it logical to conclude that Litlyngton was highlighting the honour of 

the abbey as mausoleum and sometime place of royal funerals. Certainly in the miniature, the 

presence of monks and the tonsured crucifers makes a strong connection to the role of the 

abbey monks at the funeral of kings.  

The strong likeness of the dead king in the Litlyngton Missal miniature ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŜŦŦƛƎȅ 

is unmistakeable and brings forward interesting issues of bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ possible nostalgic 

remembrance of a sǘǊƻƴƎ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅΦ This hypothesis could 

be especially plausible when we remember that Litlyngton was known to have had 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLLΩǎ 

favourΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎtood against 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ моту DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ wŜǾƻƭǘ ƘŀŘ 

occurred just two years before work on the missal began.  

Whether representing an effigy or corpse, the significance of the defunct king in the miniature is 

that even in death he radiates the essence of kingship, and in the Litlyngton miniature I feel this 

essence of kingship has been deliberately melded with the persona of Edward III. Just as I 

proposed that the image of the king in the coronation scene is generic (2.5.4), I believe that the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀŘ ƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LLL ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘΩ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ 

The ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŜŦŦƛƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Liber regalis are the same as those of the kings in the 

coronation scenes, whereas in the Litlyngton Missal the king at coronation is a youthful, clean 

shaven figure, but in death he is mature with a lengthy beard. In the iconography of the 

Litlyngton Missal a real distinction is being made between the coronation of a youthful king and 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ƻƴŜΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

production; in 1377 Westminster Abbey hosted both the burial of Edward III, considered long-

lived at sixty-four, and the coronation of his grandson, Richard II, as a ten-year old boy.   

 

4.5: Conclusion  

The Litlyngton Missal has strong links to the Westminster Liber regalis and Pamplona Manuscript 

by virtue of the close dates, shared texts, and same production origin. However, comparison of 

the iconography reveals at least as many differences as similarities in the illumination. Whilst the 

overarching themes of pictorial subject matter are shared the differences between them are 

numerous and significant. Reasonably, as the Pamplona Manuscript was copied from the 



173 
 

Litlyngton Missal, it is the Liber regalis that has the most differences: most notably the depiction 

ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƻƳō ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜŜƴ 

together (fol. 20r). Furthermore, the iconography in the Liber regalis is not concerned with the 

portrayal of monks at the various ceremonies. Except for the portrayal of archbishops at the 

three coronation miniatures, other clerics are not included and there is always a parity of laity to 

clergy (the funeral miniature simply has a tomb with no live figures). The importance of the laity 

in the Liber Regalis is heightened not only by number, but also by their representation as holding 

crowns at the double coronation (fig. 2.32); the symbolism is that, in part, the power of the king 

comes from the complicity of the laity.   

Conversely, in the Litlyngton Missal it is the role of the clerics that is emphasised in all images.613 

The Litlyngton funeral miniature has just two laymen but at least four clerics and probably seven 

more if it is understood that the black hooded mourners are the monks of the abbey; there are 

also eight more hooded monks/mourners in the borders. The difference in the balance of clergy 

and laity in the Litlyngton Missal and the Liber regalis is striking. It strengthens the suggestion 

that the Liber regalis was possibly intended for Westminster Palace rather than the Westminster 

Abbey,614 particularly as the lay figures appear to be wearing gold chains of office, or livery 

ŎƻƭƭŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ.  

By contrast, the consistently heightened portrayal of clerics and tonsured monks in the 

Litlyngton Missal, is in accordance with the emphasised role of the abbot and convent that 

ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ordoΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

CƻǳǊǘƘ wŜŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ greatly accentuated the role of both the abbot and the 

convent in the ceremony and put historically accrued functions and privileges into the body of 

the coronation order itself. Such actions resonate with bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ already noted 

propensity to promote Westminster Abbey. So too does the desire to uphold and extend the 

ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

exequies. 

 Recurrent in the miniatures in the Litlyngton Missal is a greater adherence to the rubrics than is 

found in the other manuscripts. From the atypical portrayal of only one archbishop crowning the 

king (an innovation not continued in the Pamplona Manuscript) to the meticulous placement of 

a crucifix-topped orb in the gloved hands of a dead king, the Litlyngton illuminations show a 

recognisably more rigorous deference to the text around them than either of the other 
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 ¢ƘŜ tŀƳǇƭƻƴŀ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ƭŀȅƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 

coronation, whereas only the Liber regalis miniature of the queenΩǎ coronation includes laity. 
614

 Fronska, Royal Manuscripts, p. 254. 
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manuscripts. It is worth consideration that this closer relationship between text and image may 

be due to Litlyngton. As patron of the missal he would have had the opportunity to influence the 

iconography and encourage concurrence with the texts in which he also very likely to have 

figured as compiler. Such an understanding of the text by the patron would also explain why the 

related pictorial innovation of prophets that occurs in the Litlyngton Missal is missing from the 

Liber regalis and Pamplona Manuscript. 

The location of the section of royal ceremonies is worthy of note. There was no precedent for 

where to place the royal ceremonies due to the Litlyngton Missal being the only example of their 

inclusion in a missal. In the Litlyngton Missal they have the special dignity of being with the 

Canon of the Mass and Benedictions in the central section between the Temporale and 

Sanctorale. This positioning is an effective metaphor of how the privilege of being the coronation 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŜǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

This last thought on where the ceremonies are in the missal leads to what was the starting point 

of this chapter, namely, why should these ceremonies be incorporated into a missal at all? Now 

clear is that their unique inclusion is far from arbitrary. The missal was commissioned and 

donated by the abbot of the church where kings were crowned and who was probably 

personally involved in the re-writing of the have coronation order. On which point, the 

heightened role of the abbot and abbey in the rubrics, the introduction of the fifth oath, and 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ [ŀƴƎƘŀƳ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

Litlyngton had a stronger hand in the revision that has previously been thought. Furthermore, he 

had been the attending abbot for an example of each of the three royal occasions: the funeral of 

King Edward III, the coronation of Richard II, and the coronation of Queen Anne of Bohemia. 

Such a claim is not true even for the officiating archbishops of Canterbury and would be worthy 

enough of record in some way.   However, [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀōōƻǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

personal arms reveals more than private sentiment as a motive, which can never be more than 

guessed at. It seems both ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƘŜǊŀƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿƻǊŘŜŘ ǘŜȄǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƛȊŜŘ 

ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΥ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭƭŜŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜreigns of the realm. 
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Chapter 5 
The Iconography of the Litlyngton 
Missal: Convention, Innovation, and 
Message 
 

Examination of aspects of illumination has already demonstrated that iconography is a powerful 

witness to the Litlyngton aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƎŜΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ 

ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

messages of patronage and the chosen modes of patronal presence and portrayal. Also, 

assessing images has furnished an understanding of the division of labour between the artists 

involved in the illumination and brought forward differences in the manner of their work. 

Equally, close attention to the illustrations of the royal ceremonies has yielded information 

which complements and extends the context of those occasions. 

However, there remain unanswered questions concerning the illumination that this chapter will 

address through investigation of the imagery, both holistically and via study of individual 

details.1  How does the illumination fit within the broader context of other English missals? What 

overall relationship do the images bear to the text, if any? Can themes be divined? If so, what 

are they and why are they present? What messages are contained in the images? Excepting the 

/ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ2 but can this term 

ōŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ !ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΣ 

the discussion on style in chapter three revealed how it shows awareness of the Italian trecento 

tradition, but what does analysis of its symbolism reveal?  

 

5.1: Pictorial Cycles in English Missals: A Comparative Study  
 

hōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏompares to that of other English missals of a 

similar period affords the opportunity of evaluating how the iconography meets and diverges 

from them in range, content, and convention. The Reformation and the ensuing destruction of 

                                                           
1
 East established a logical hierarchy of Litlyngton Missal illumination but without contextualisation in 

terms of missal illumination specifically, nor any real measure of interpretation: East, chapter five. 
2
 E.g. Backhouse, Age of Chivalry, p. 519. 
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the Catholic liturgy mean the corpus of illuminated English medieval missals is incalculably 

reducedΦ {ŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ A Survey of Manuscripts 

Illuminated in the British Isles include a sample of 298 illuminated manuscripts from the period 

1285-1490, of which only fourteen are missals.3 While this figure can be only partly indicative of 

the numbers of extant illuminated missals, the surveys do include any existing superior 

examples, which is important for effective comparison with the Litlyngton Missal.4   

As a prelude to his survey of certain Cambridge manuscripts, Morgan explained the different 

sections of missals and in broad terms what manner of illuminations might be found at which 

points.5 Interesting and valuable study has also occurred concerning representational images of 

individual missals.6 {Ŏƻǘǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ΨtƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ /ȅŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ aƛǎǎŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎΦмоул ǘƻ 

ǘƘƛǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мрǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ7 Whilst providing a useful overview of the 

subject matter of illuminations, details are not furnished beyond the title of the scenes (e.g. 

Nativity) and therefore variances in iconographic elements per scene cannot be judged. 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŀǎ {Ŏƻǘǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

¢ŀōƭŜΩ  and only the illuminations of three of the fifteen manuscripts8 included are listed in full, 

which lessens the opportunity of understanding the full nature of the pictorial cycles.  

 

5.1.1: The Sources  

Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳmination cycle specifically in the context of 

other English missals a comparative study of missal illustration is instructive. The sample includes 

ten missals spanning roughly one hundred years from c.1310-c.1415 and the overview of the 

                                                           
3
 GM, cats: 65, 78, 144, 148, 150; LGM, cats: 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 36, 61, 101, 129 (25 and 46 are possibly missal 

fragments). 
4
 ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ±ŀƭŜƴŎƛŀ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

historically very difficult to access (Valencia, Biblioteca Capitular MS 166, c.1370-80). Wickham Legg was 

unable to view it (MEW, p. xiii) and Prof. Nigel Morgan finally viewed it after a period of some years. In 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭŜƴŎƛŀ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ΨI am one of the few people outside of 

Spain that can claim to have studied in this libraryΦΩ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 

and I am indebted to Prof. Morgan for his private notes, which I have used extensively.  I also extend my 

thanks to Dr Nick Warr, University of East Anglia, for a CD Rom of scanned images of the Sherborne Missal. 
5
 bƛƎŜƭ aƻǊƎŀƴΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǎΩΣ ƛƴ The Cambridge Illuminations: Ten Centuries of Book 

Production in the Medieval West, ed. by Paul Binski and Stella Panayotova (London, 2005), pp. 119-123.  
6
 Notably, Margaret Rickert, RCM; Backhouse, Sherborne Missal; William Marx, ΨLŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōǊƻƻƪŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩΣ ƛƴ English Manuscript Studies 1100-1700, ed. by A.S.G. Edwards (London, 2002), 

pp. 154-176; Elizabeth C. ¢ŜǾƛƻǘŘŀƭŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ tƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƳƳƘŜƛƳ aƛǎǎŀƭΩΣ ƛƴ Objects, Images 

and the Word: Art in the Service of the Liturgy, ed. by Colum Hourihane (Princeton, 2003), pp. 79-93. 
7
 LGM, II, pp. 380-381. 

8
 Scott included manuscripts which do not feature in her main survey. 
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findings can be seen in tabular form in Appendix F. All the books are English, with a level of 

illumination that defines them as elite and all contain figural illustration; only figural 

representation has been used for comparison; floral, foliage, and pattern work is not included. 

Covering the periods of before and after the Litlyngton Missal permits observation of changing 

ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 

Those books furthest removed from the Litlyngton chronologically are the earlier missals; there 

is a dearth of examples from the mid fourteenth century,9 but English Missals of the same period 

and later than the Litlyngton survive in greater numbers. 

Included in the sample are the luxury service books, the Sherborne and Carmelite missals. These 

two volumes are frequently linked to the Litlyngton Missal due to proximity in date, size, and 

wealth of illumination.10 However, other factors prohibit them from being truly useful for some 

comparisons. The illumination programme of the Sherborne Missal is so richly extensive that, to 

date, an exhaustive catalogue of the images has yet to be completed.11 The gulf between the 

ŜȄǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ aƛǎǎŀƭǎΩ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜǎ makes comparison unequal. 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ surviving ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

(fifty-two surviving historiated initials12), make for an equally challenging comparison due to the 

ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΤ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀƛƴǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

that the missal is far from complete and the order of appearance of the images cannot be 

viewed as indisputable. For these reasons, although the Sherborne and Carmelite Missals are 

referred to as valuable points of comparison and form part of the sample of ten missals of the 

comparative study, they are not included in the tabular representation of the pictorial cycles 

appearing in Appendix F.13 For ease of reference, when results are discussed which do not 

                                                           
9
 Conceivably this phenomenon may be partly due to the Black Death. Philip Lindley examined the 

relationship between the Black Death and art in England in later fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries: 

tƘƛƭƛǇ [ƛƴŘƭŜȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ !ǊǘΥ ! 5ŜōŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ !ǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ƛƴ The Black Death in 

England, eds. W.M. Ormrod and P.G. Lindley (Stamford, 1996), pp. 125-146. 
10

 Litlyngton Missal: 525mm x 360mm, 1383-4; Sherborne Missal: 535mm x 380mm, c.1400; Carmelite 

aƛǎǎŀƭΥ тутƳƳ Ȅ рслŎƳ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ wƛŎƪŜǊǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎΦмофрΦ 
11

 {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ LGM, II, runs from p. 45-60, and despite being the longest entry in any of the books from 

the Harvey Millar Survey series, she concedes that there are possibly several thousand images connected 

with borders that have not been listed. 
12

 RCM, pp. 59-60 lists the breakdown of images per section of the missal.  
13

 Whether the comparative lack of larger books is due to their being more vulnerable targets for 

Protestant iconoclasm or whether other such missals simply were not commissioned is an interesting 

question, unfortunately falling outside the scope of this work. De Hamel examined the matter of large 

books in Christopher de Hamel, The Book: A History of the Bible ό[ƻƴŘƻƴΣ нллмύΣ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ΨDƛŀƴǘ 

.ƛōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ ǇǇΦ сп-фмΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ .ƻǾŜȅΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

noted work on the Wollaton Antiphonal, esp. p. 31. 
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include the Sherborne and Carmelite Missals the eight missals included on the tables will 

hereafter be referred to as ǘƘŜ Ψaŀƛƴ {ŀƳǇƭŜ aƛǎǎŀƭǎΩΦ 

Study Sample: 

Common Name Location and Reference Folios Date 

 

Sherbrooke Missal Aberystwyth, National Library Wales MS 15536 E 343 c.1310-1320 

Tiptoft Missal New York, Pierpoint Morgan Library MS M.107 360 1311-1332 

O/Trinity MS 8 Oxford, Trinity College MS 8 292 end of C14th 

Litlyngton Missal London, Westminster Abbey MS 37 341 1383-4 

Carmelite Missal London, BL, Add MS 29704-5 212 1395 

C/Trinity B.11.3 Cambridge, Trinity College Missal MS B.11.3 297 c.1380-1400 

Sherborne Missal London, BL, Add MS 74236 347 c.1400 

Valencia Missal Valencia, Biblioteca Capitular MS166 299 1370-80 

Hatton 1 Oxford, Bodleian MS Hatton 1 229 late C14th 

Oriel Missal Oxford, Oriel College MS 75 320 c.1405-1415 

 

As Hughes noted in his study of the text in liturgical manuscripts, the contents of Missals fall into 

three natural divisions: Calendar and Temporale; the Ordinary, Prefaces, and Canon of the Mass; 

and the Sanctorale with Common of Saints and Votive Masses;14 accordingly, the results are 

arranged in three tables based on these main divisions.15 Lƴ IǳƎƘŜǎΩ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎŀƭǎΣ 

he noted ten variations in order and/or inclusion of elements.16 In my sample, the main 

differences are the position of the Mass and whether certain services were always included, 

particularly the Exorcism of Salt and Water. Apart from the changing position of the Mass, the 

tables reflect the images of all the books in the order in which they appear, which makes it 

possible to discern where differences in the organisation of the missals occur. There is also a 

degree of detail in iconographic elements in order to show shared traditions, variety on a theme, 

and absolute difference. As none of the missals, excluding the Sherborne Missal, have figural 

border iconography independent of the appearance of historiated initials, the comparisons refer 

to the use of figural illumination in initials and, more rarely, miniatures. 

                                                           
14

 Andrew Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts for Mass and Office: A Guide to their Organization and 

Terminology (Toronto, 1982), pp. 157-8.  
15

 Appendix Table F.1: Temporale Illumination; Table F.2: Mass Illumination; and Table F.3: Sanctorale 

Illumination. 
16

 Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts, p. 158. 
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Taking the findings by missal sections, the results are discussed firstly with reference to quantity 

and pattern of image placement. Subsequently, the discussion moves onto an examination of 

the subject matter across the missals and then, finally, onto a detailed analysis of iconographic 

themes in the Litlyngton Missal that emerge from the findings. 

 

5.1.2: The Results:  Number and Location of Images  

Perhaps the most obvious result to come from a comparative study of missals is that the 

Litlyngton Missal steps outside of tradition simply by the sheer quantity of historiated initials and 

miniatures that are included in the illumination cycle. Only the unparalleled Sherborne Missal 

exceeds the number of figural illuminations present in the Litlyngton.17 A sum of the figural 

images of the three parts of the various missals ranges from fifteen in the Valencia and 

Sherbrooke Missals to fifty-two in the Litlyngton, which figure excludes the twelve images from 

the royal ceremonies and the benedictional section as these are not present in any other missals 

in the sample.18 The next highest figure is thirty-eight in the Oriel missal. 

The comparison of the ten missals reveals that there is a set pattern of eleven occasions in the 

Temporale that were usually selected for figural decoration: 

1. Exorcism of Salt and Water 

2. First Sunday of Advent 

3. Christmas Day 

4. Circumcision 

5. Epiphany 

6. Easter 

7. Ascension 

8. Pentecost 

9. Trinity Sunday 

10. Corpus Christi  

11. Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church.  

Of the ten missals, each book has the majority of these feasts marked by pictorial imagery. 

Three missals (Litlyngton, Oriel, and Sherborne) have pictorial decoration for all eleven named 

                                                           
17

 Sherbrooke Missal, 15; Tiptoft Missal, 18; O/Trinity MS 8, 17; Litlyngton Missal, 52; C/Trinity B.11.3, 26; 

Valencia Missal, 15; Hatton 1, 17; Oriel Missal 38. 
18

 The Carmelite Missal has 52 surviving initials. 
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feasts; three other missals have only one of these feasts missing: a different feast on each 

occasion (Table F.1). 

 Excepting the Sherborne Missal, the Litlyngton and Oriel Missals are the only books to include 

figural decoration beyond the eleven feasts. The Temporale of the Litlyngton Missal holds six  

extra occasions:  the Feasts of Stephen, John the Evangelist, Holy Innocents, Thomas Becket, 

Palm Sunday, and the Octave of Pentecost (although strictly this last is  heraldic, not figural).19  

The Oriel Missal has three extra historiated initials at Stephen, John the Evangelist, and Palm 

Sunday.20 Hence, as well as having fewer decorated feasts than the Litlyngton Missal, at no point 

does a Main Sample Missal illustrate a Temporale feast other than those decorated in the 

Litlyngton Missal. The Carmelite Missal has seven surviving illustrated Temporale images,21 with 

Holy Saturday as the one feast day falling outside the eleven main feasts; an occasion not 

illustrated in the Litlyngton Missal.  

The Mass occurs in one of two places in all the ten missals. The most common placement for this 

pivotal missal element occurs before Easter Sunday, the pinnacle of the Christian year. Only four 

missals of the ten do not have the Mass in this location. The Sherbrooke, Litlyngton, Carmelite, 

and Sherborne missals all have their Mass beginning after the Temporale. The Sherbrooke, 

Litlyngton, and reconstructed Carmelite Missals all have the Mass occurring after the 

Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church, which itself comes at the end of the Temporale. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

{ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ όму WǳƭȅΣ ǇΦпфнύΦ  

Not including the Sherborne and Carmelite Missals (which latter presumably had a Crucifixion 

scene, but otherwise has no figural images in the Mass) the places in the Ordinary and Canon of 

the Mass which hold images are fairly unvarying (Table F.2). The first image occurs at the end of 

the Ordinary of the Mass in the P for per omnia secula before the common Preface to the Canon.  

Two exceptions are O/Trinity MS 8 and the Valencia Missal, neither of which has a figural image 

at this point.22 The Sherbrooke and Tiptoft Missals both have two images at this point: the earlier 

missals have more decoration at Mass section than any of the later missals, except the 

Sherborne.  

The next image traditionally to appear in the Mass is the Crucifixion; the Litlyngton Missal, Oriel 

Missal, and the Sherborne Missal are the only three in this group of ten English missals where 

                                                           
19

 Seven occasions have extra figural illumination in the borders of the page (see Appendix C). An 

explanation for this further decoration is not immediately obvious. 
20

 Figural images in the borders occur only at Pentecost. 
21

 Holy Saturday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity, Corpus Christi, and Dedication of a Church. 
22

 Both have floral initials. 
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the image has survived. In some cases it is possible to see that there was once a page before the 

Canon of the Mass.23 In other instances, it is assumed that the general wealth of illumination 

would make it implausible that a Crucifixion scene would not have existed, particularly as many 

less deluxe missals have the Crucifixion as their sole image.24 

The Crucifixion generally comes directly before, and mainly facing, the Canon of the Mass, the 

start of which (the T of Te igitur) holds the next historiated initial in the Mass.25 Of the Main 

Sample Missals only O/Trinity MS 8 and Hatton 1 do not have a historiated initial here currently, 

but probably did have. The Te Igitur page is missing from Hatton 1 and a later replacement Mass 

in a different hand has been bound into the O/Trinity MS 8; the later scribe left a space, unfilled, 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ /ŀƴƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŦƭƻǊŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Sherborne Missal has three historiated initials on this page. 

Of the eight Main Sample Missals the Sherbrooke and Litlyngton are the only books to have 

additional historiated initials after the Te Igitur. Both have one which occurs in the P of the 

penultimate per omnia, just before the Pater noster, and the Sherbrooke has an extra one in the 

P of the Pater noster. As a matter of perspective, excluding the extensive figural illuminations in 

the Ordinary and Prefaces of the Mass, the Sherborne Missal has twenty-four historiated initials 

on the thirteen pages of the Canon of the Mass alone, where all the other missals have between 

zero and three in the same section. For a more complete picture it should be noted that each of 

the thirteen pages of the Canon in the Sherborne Missal also has between fourteen and twenty 

figural images per page. The Litlyngton Missal has figural border work in this section only for the 

opening page of the Canon. 

In the Sanctorale and Common of Saints, just as in the Temporale, comparison of the occurrence 

and number of images provides a discernible pattern of use across the sample. In all ten cases, 

the Common of Saints and Votive Masses follow the Sanctorale, and the progression of feasts is 

mainly uniform. A very noticeable exception to the regularity of chronological order takes place 

in the Litlyngton Missal at the beginning of the Sanctorale. The other Main Sample Missals, and 

indeed all but one of the missals consulted at any point for this study, all begin with the Feast of 

St Andrew, and in each case a historiated initial is used. However, the opening page of the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

                                                           
23

 E.g. C/Trinity B.11.3 at fol. 122v. 
24

 E.g. Cambridge, Newnham College MS 3, c.1476-80, fol. 100v. 
25

 ¢ƘŜ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀƎŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǳƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΩǎ ōƭŀƴƪ ǾŜǊǎƻ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

/ŀƴƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎǘƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ itself is a recto facing a blank verso too. 
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shares with the Sherborne Missal.26 The most likely explanation comes from the date of the 

feast. {ǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ŧeast is the 31 December, and as such heralds the calendar new year, 

ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ, 30 November, coincides with the start of advent: the beginning of 

the liturgical year. The Litlyngton Missal follows a strictly calendar year approach to the 

remaining feasts, and therefore any feasts falling between 30 November and 31 December occur 

at the end of the Sanctorale in the Litlyngton Missal, rather than at the beginning of the 

Sanctorale as for the other missals. Visually, this only affects the feast of St Nicholas and the 

Conception of Mary: only one other Main Sample Missal has an image for St Nicholas (Oriel 

Missal) and none illuminate the Conception of Mary.    

Dealing separately with the Common of Saints and Votive Masses below, seven Sanctorale feasts 

stand out as being selected for the honour of figural illumination by almost all of the missals: 

1. {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ 

2. Purification of the Virgin 

3. Annunciation 

4. WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ 

5. Assumption 

6. Nativity of the Virgin 

7. All Saints  

hƴƭȅ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ and the Purification of the Virgin have unanimous figural decoration and 

only the Sherbrooke Missal does not decorate the Assumption (Table F.3).  The Annunciation, 

Feast of John the Baptist, and All Saints have historiated initials in six of the Main Sample Missals 

and the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is decorated in five. Additionally, each of the seven 

feasts is illustrated in both the Sherborne and Carmelite missals.  

In total, the Litlyngton Missal has twenty-five historiated initials (thirteen with accompanying 

figural borders) in the Sanctorale, more than double that of the Oriel Missal (eleven), which has 

the next highest number from among the Main Sample Missals. Again, as with the Temporale, at 

no point in the Sanctorale do any of the seven other Main Sample Missals decorate a feast that 

does not appear as decorated in the Litlyngton Missal. There are two hundred and fifty-eight 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ unequal.27 The 

                                                           
26

 IǳƎƘŜǎΩ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŀ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜƎƛƴΣ 

although he discussed Christmas Week feasts in section 104.9 and chronological variations according to 

the dates of Advent and Easter in section 101. See RCM, pp. 29-оп ŦƻǊ wƛŎƪŜǊǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 
27

 LGM, II, pp. 49-51 
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/ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ Sanctorale has forty-one feast days marked with historiated initials and it is 

useful to compare them with the [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ Sanctorale feasts. 

Results in the Venn diagram, below, show that although the Carmelite Missal has the greater 

number of illustrated Sanctorale days, the Litlyngton Missal has a higher rate of illustrated feasts 

shared with others. The results clearly attest that outside of the seven common feasts, the most 

frequently illustrated Sanctorale occasions were the feasts of: Saints Nicholas, Lawrence, Peter 

and Paul (shared), Michael, and the Feast of the Relics.  

Table 5.1: Venn Diagram of Feast Days in the Sanctorale with Figural Illumination (Sherborne 

Missal not included). Numbers in brackets indicate the frequency of appearance. 

                                 Litlyngton Missal              Carmelite Missal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Silvester 
2. Edward the Confessor  
3. Peter in Cathedra 
4. Dunstan  
5. /ƻƳƳŜƳΩ ƻŦ tŀǳƭ 
6. Mary Magdalene 
7. Peter ad Vincula 
8. Bartholomew 
9. Commem of Matthew 
10. ¢Ωǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ 

the Confessor  

 

 

Exaltation of the Cross 
              
Katherine 
 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary   
 
 

1. Conversion of Paul 2.Richard 
3.Abrose 4.Sixtus рΦ¢Ωǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Martin 6.hŎǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ7. 
Hippoytus 8.Vigil of Assumption 
9.hŎǘΩ ƻŦ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ10. Louis, 11. 
Augustine 12.Decollation of the 
Baptist 13.Maurice 14.Cleophas, 
15.Giles, 16.Martin 17.Brice 
18.Edmund Archbishop, 19.King 
Edmund 20.Cecilia 21.Clement 
22.Chrysogonus 23.Linus, 24. 
Saturninus 25.Vigil of Andrew 
26.Loy 27.Barbara 28. hŎǘΩ 
Andrew 29. Lucy 30.Lazarus 

Peter & Paul (3) 
Feast of Relics (2) 
Michael (3) 

 

 

Nicholas (3) 

   Lawrence (3) 
      7 *  (See Inset) 

 

* Seven Common feasts:  

1. {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ όфύ  

2.  Purification of the Virgin (9)  

3.  Annunciation (7)  

4.  WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ Nativity (7)  

5.  Assumption (8)  

6.  Nativity of the Virgin (6)  

7.  All Saints (7)  

The Litlyngton and Carmelite Missals both 

have all seven feasts. (See Sanctorale 

Table for details on occurrence in the 

Main Sample Missals.)  

Any of the Other Seven Main Sample 

Missals 
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Results indicate that those responsible for the production of larger more highly illustrated 

missals were idiosyncratically selective about which saints they chose to venerate through 

imagery. There is evidence of this in the Sherborne Missal too, although it is a confusingly 

atypically rich case.28 However, the comparison between the Litlyngton and Carmelite Missals 

shows a surprising diversity in choice with little overlap. One conclusion must be that it was not 

the practice to simply move down a list of graded feasts from the most popular until more 

obscure saints were left to be illuminated only by extensive works such as the Sherborne Missal. 

The selection of feasts illustrated could be affected by the differing contents of the Sanctorale as 

dictated by different Use, religious order, or if missals were intended for lay congregations. 

Saints highlighted by one order might not appear or might be downgraded into the Common of 

Saints by another order.29 Furthermore, as seen in the Litlyngton Missal, geographical location of 

production or ownership might also affect which saints were emphasised in both calendar and 

Sanctorale.30 Using such evidence, Rickert was able to ascertain that the collection of fragments 

of missal text and image were not only Carmelite, but that they were also connected to 

London.31      

As might be expected, the Sanctorale allowed freedom for the patron to favour the feasts that 

were most important to him or her personally. Of the eleven feasts illustrated solely in the 

Litlyngton Missal, four are directly connected to the House of Westminster: Edward the 

Confessor, Peter in Cathedra, Peter ad Vincula, and the Translation of Edward the Confessor. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ 

and the importance of this feast is discussed in chapter two (2.3.1). Observations regarding the 

iconography specifically related to the Benedictine house at Westminster occur later in this 

chapter.  

The Common of Saints is the shortest section of a missal and contains feasts and saint days that 

merit celebration, but do not have a specific Mass or service. In a graded calendar, such as 

appears in the Litlyngton and Sherborne Missals, such days are generally written in black with 

just three lessons allotted to them.  The Common of Saints contains liturgy and rubrics for 

services used on multiple occasions, such as the Vigil of an Apostle used on each occasion before 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ aŀǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜΦ 

                                                           
28

 E.g. St Juthware is local to Sherborne and receives particular attention on p. 489. 
29

 Richard Pfaff explored the importance of calendars to religious order, locale, and date in Liturgical 

Calendars, Saints and Services in Medieval England (Ashgate, 1998). 
30

 Edward the Confessor and St Peter are of exceptional importance in the Litlyngton Missal and only 

otherwise illuminated in Oriel from the Main Sample Missals. 
31

 RCM, pp. 37-44. 
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The Vigil for an Apostle, the opening service in the Common of Saints, has been illustrated in six 

of the eight Main Sample Missals. The Sherborne Missal has a richly illuminated page (p. 613), 

ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōǊƛŎǎ Ψƛƴ ǾƛƎƛƭƛŀ ǳƴƛǳǎ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛΩ are absent and the page opens with the first words of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ΨEgo autem sicut olivaΩΦ The Carmelite Missal does not have figural illumination at 

the Common of Saints. From the Main Sample Missals only the Litlyngton and Oriel Missals have 

further images connected to the Common of Saints after the Vigil of an Apostle initial. Solely in 

this section is the Litlyngton not the most heavily illustrated missal; the Oriel Missal holds nine 

images for four services, whereas the Litlyngton holds only three, as does the Carmelite Missal. 

The Oriel has four images just for martyrs, while the Litlyngton has none. 

The last section of the missals holds Votive Masses, commemoration services, offices for the 

dead, and other offices, such as the marriage ceremony. There are only eight images between all 

the Main Sample Missals (none in the Carmelite Missal) and all eight are contained in just four 

books, three of which contain an image for the Mass for the dead. The Litlyngton Missal has 

three illustrations, another three are in the C/Trinity B.11.3, and one is in the Oriel Missal. The 

eighth image is ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōǊƻƻƪŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƭǘ ŀƴŘ 

Water, usually the opening ceremony.  

 

5.1.3: Reflections on Number and Location  

As well as providing a fundamental overview of information regarding the trends and traditions 

in the illumination of English missals of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, this first stage of 

ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎȅŎƭŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ 

of what was illuminated in English missal cycles generally. It reveals that, excluding the 

unmatched Sherborne Missal but including the reconstructed Carmelite Missal, the Litlyngton 

Missal differs from the norm mainly through the sheer number and diversity of occasions that 

have figural illumination, even among books with similar numbers of folios. Not only does the 

Litlyngton Missal include all the traditional occasions for illumination, but, in both the Temporale 

and the Sanctorale, the missal puts forward occasions that do not usually receive illustration 

elsewhere, also true of the Carmelite Missal. It must also be considered that the Litlyngton 

swerves from the customary make-up of missals, setting it apart even from the Sherborne 

Missal, by the inclusion of a benedictional section and royal ceremonies and that these too hold 

ŦƛƎǳǊŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

organisation in that it begins with the calendar year, as opposed to the more usual liturgical 

year: this is later echoed in the Sherborne Missal, but in no other missal examined for this entire 

study does this instance repeat itself. 
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It is unlikely that all the extra figural illumination found in the Litlyngton Missal is due only to the 

scale of the book: that is to say that due to the expanse of space there is room for more 

illustration. It seems more than possible for a smaller book to exist with a similar number of 

illuminations, but all in a lesser dimension. As an example, the Oriel Missal (315mm by 210mm 

with thirty-five lines of text with four to five words per line) as compared with the Litlyngton 

Missal (525mm by 360mm with thirty-two lines and four to five words per line) has only two 

fewer figural illuminations in the Temporale than the Litlyngton, only one fewer in the section of 

the Mass and six more than the Litlyngton in the Common of Saints. It is in the Sanctorale that 

the Oriel lacks the intensity of figural illumination that occurs in the Litlyngton. Certainly, many 

smaller books of hours hold an abundance of imagery, higher in number than the Litlyngton 

Missal, despite their smaller size.32 The Tiptoft Missal has a decorated rectilinear border for 

every one of its pages, suggesting that expense is not the defining factor behind the illumination 

cycle, but that elaborate borders have been preferred over historiated initials through deliberate 

choice.  

Perhaps then, credit should be given to Nicholas Litlyngton for envisaging a pictorial cycle with 

an innovatively high frequency of figural illustrations for a missal. Higher levels of figural 

illumination existed in other genres of books predating the Litlyngton Missal, but the 

comparable Carmelite Missal postdates the Litlyngton as does the unequalled Sherborne Missal.  

On the evidence available (which is admittedly fragmentary), the Litlyngton Missal was the first 

to include figure-painting for offices other than the ones that normally received it in missals.  

 

5.1.4: Results: Subject Matter of Iconography - Shared Images 

Having established that the pictorial cycle of the Litlyngton Missal marked out more feasts by the 

use of figural illumination than any of its surviving counterparts, excepting the Sherborne Missal, 

it is interesting to consider the subject matter of the images to understand to what extent the 

illustrations are representative of traditional iconography. 

Naturally, the Main Sample Missals only provide a reference point for the images shared with 

the Litlyngton Missal, and that will be the starting point for comparisons. The Sherborne and 

Carmelite Missals, with other illustrated liturgical books, will help to contextualise the images 

that are not included in the Main Sample Missals. The following section will first discuss those 

images that are found commonly in other missals before addressing instances of rarer inclusion 

and those that are solely witnessed in the Litlyngton.  

                                                           
32

E.g. Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum MS 48 (Carew-Poyntz Hours), 1350-60. 
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Manifest from comparing the Main Sample Missals is that the subject matter of the historiated 

initials in the Litlyngton Missal fits without deviation within an established convention of missal 

iconography. Fourteen of the seventeen images in the Litlyngton Temporale find a counterpart 

in one or more of the other Main Sample Missals. For each of the eleven Temporale feasts 

previously noted as being the most usually illustrated, the Litlyngton Missal only has one 

occasion where the subject matter is not the accepted model.   

Table 5.2 shows the traditional subject matter, with any major variations, of the eleven main 

feasts in the order in which they occur in the Temporale: 
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Table 5.2: Subject Matter for the Most Commonly Illustrated Temporale Feasts 

Temporale: 
  

Frequency  
of use in 
Main Sample 
Missals  

Standard Iconography 
(excluding minor variations, for 
which see Appendix F.1) 

E
xc

e
p

tio
n

s Exception details 

Exorcism of 
Salt & Water 

7 Priest and acolyte or deacon/s 
in act of blessing salt and water 
before open book on lectern 

0  

1st Sunday 
of Advent 

7 Figure (lay or religious) kneeling 
before an altar, sometimes 
lifting up soul 

2 Hatton 1: Christ seated in 
Judgement on rainbow 
Oriel Missal: 
Annunciation scene 
(also used in the 
Sherborne Missal) 

Christmas 
Day 

8 Nativity scene with Mary, 
Joseph, Infant Christ, Ox and Ass 

0  

Circumcision 4 Circumcision of Christ in the 
presence of Mary (always), 
Joseph and Anne (varies) 

1 Litlyngton Missal: 
presentation scene 

Epiphany 6 Adoration of the three kings 0  

Easter 8 Resurrected Christ steps from 
tomb guarded by sleeping and 
waking soldiers 

0  

Ascension 8 Mary and apostles pray beneath 
the ascending feet of Jesus 

0  

Pentecost 8 Mary and Apostles receive 
tongues of fire from the Holy 
Dove 

0  

Trinity 
Sunday 

6 Trinity: all Gnadensthul 
representations except in the 
Litlyngton Missal 

  

Corpus 
Christi 

6 Canopied procession with 
monstrance and host (4 
examples) 

 

2 O/ Trinity MS 8: 
Priest administers host to 
4 laymen 
Hatton 1: 
2 priests swing censors 
before  a monstrance on 
an altar  

Anniversary 
of 
Dedication 
of a Church 

7 Mitred figure (usually with 
acolyte) asperges the exterior of 
a church  

0  

 

¢ƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ 

ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǊǊƻǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 

Confusion of this feast also occurs in a conflation of the Jewish custom of Circumcision (1st 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ tǳǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ όнƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 
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rendering of the Circumcision (p. 47), ǿƘƛŎƘ {Ŏƻǘǘ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ΨtǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴΩ.33 

Sixten Ringbom deals with the two occasions as related events in an exploration of the 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅΦ34 Essentially, there is much that is shared 

in the representation of the two scenes. In both cases, Mary, usually accompanied by Joseph, 

hands over the infant to a Jewish priest figure; mostly there is an altar-like structure and a sense 

that the scene is in a temple. The main differences between the two occasions are that at the 

Circumcision, turtle doves are not necessary as an offering and the priest is traditionally shown 

holding a knife and sometimes seated.35 

In fact, the representation of the Circumcision of Christ presents an interesting anomaly in the 

ten missals used in this comparative study. Despite being a major feast it is absent from five 

missals (four Main Sample Missals and the Carmelite Missal), incorrectly portrayed in two 

missals (Litlyngton and Sherborne Missals), and shows a degree of variety in the remaining three 

Main Sample Missals. Although each of the three representations is undoubtedly the 

Circumcision, there is confusion and lack of uniformity regarding who to include in the image 

concerning Joseph, Anne, an angel, and whether the priest should be seated or at an altar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
33

 LGM, II, p. 46. East also notes the confusion of these feasts, p. 23-24.  
34

 Sixten Ringbom, Icon to Narrative (Doornspijk, 1965), pp. 72-89. 
35

 CƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ /ƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŀǊǘ ǎŜŜ IŜƴǊȅ !ōǊŀƳǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊƛŜ IŀƴƴƻƴΣ 

Ψ5ŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ²ƻǳƴŘΥ /ƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ !ǊǘΩΣ ƛƴ The Covenant of Circumcision: New 

Perspectives on an Ancient Jewish Rite (Lebanon, NH, 2003), pp. 98-113. 
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The seven commonly illustrated feasts in the SanctoǊŀƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

traditional approach to subject matter: 

Table 5.3: Subject Matter for the Most Commonly Illustrated Sanctorale Feasts 

Sanctorale:   Frequency  
of use in 
Main 
Sample 
Missals 

Standard Iconography 
(excluding minor variations, for 
which see Table F.3) 

E
x
c
e
p
ti
o
n
s Exception Details 

!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 5ŀȅ 8 Andrew either on or being tied 
to a saltire cross 

1 Hatton 1: 
Andrew and Peter stepping 
from boat in answer to 
WŜǎǳǎΩ Ŏŀƭƭ 

Purification of 
the Virgin  

8 Mary hands child across altar to 
priest.  Either Joseph and/or 
Anne accompany her with 
turtle doves and taper 

0  

Annunciation 6 Gabriel appears, usually 
kneeling, to Mary. Dove and 
lilies are inconsistently present 

0  

John the 
.ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ 

6 John is shown in an exterior in 
poor clothes and with the 
agnus dei  

2 O/Trinity MS 8 and C/Trinity 
B.11.3: 
Nativity of the Saint with 
Zechariah present 

Assumption 7 Mary, uncrowned, is lifted up 
from tomb (not always shown) 
by angels 

1 Oriel Missal: 
Mary, crowned, drops her 
girdle down to St Thomas 
while being lifted up 

Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary  

5 Anne in a bed holds the infant 
Mary. Joachim not uniformly 
present 

0  

All Saints 6 Christ in heaven with saints 0  

 

In this series of feasts, the Litlyngton Missal does not move away from the traditional subject 

matter, making the one variance in the Temporale seem even more likely to be an error.36 

Images connected to the various parts of the Mass has less to do with variety of subject matter 

(except the one irregular inclusion of Melchizadech and Abraham in the Oriel Missal: see Table 

5.4) and more to do with in which order and whereabouts in the Mass sequence a traditional set 

of images is located. The standard images used in the Mass are: the Elevation of the Host, priests 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀŎŜΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ {ŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ LǎŀŀŎ, 

and the Crucifixion. Table 5.4 shows the results of images per placement of subject matter 

                                                           
36

 N.B. the duplicate scene of the Presentation/Purification of the Virgin in the Litlyngton Sanctorale is by a 

different artist to the Temporale scene. 
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within the Mass, excluding the Crucifixion scene. The Mass Illumination Table, (Appendix F.2), 

has a breakdown of images for all eight missals, including where pages are missing. 

Table 5.4: Position of Images Related to the Mass  

 Preface Per 
omina 

Preface Vere 
dignum 

Canon:  
Te igitur 

Ordo Post 
Canon: 
Per omnia 

Ordo Post 
Canon: 
Pater 
noster 

Sacrifice of 
Isaac 

Oriel Missal Tiptoft Missal  {ΩōǊƻƻƪŜ aƛǎǎŀƭ  
Litlyngton Missal  
Trinity Missal 
Valencia Missal 

  

Elevation of 
the Host 

Litlyngton Missal   Tiptoft Missal    

Other Mass 
Activities 

{ΩōǊƻƻƪŜ aƛǎǎŀƭ  
Tiptoft Missal  
Trinity Missal  
Bod. Hatton 1 

  {ΩōǊƻƻƪŜ 
Missal  

 

Holy Face  {ΩōǊƻƻƪŜ 
Missal  

 Litlyngton 
Missal  

{ΩōǊƻƻƪŜ 
Missal  

Melchizadech 
& Abraham 

  Oriel Missal   

 

The relative fluidity of the subject matter is perhaps the most striking and surprising result in this 

Mass section. The Sacrifice of Abraham is the most used iconography (the two of the eight 

missals that do not use it have missing pages which probably accounts for its absence) and 

appears most often at the opening prayer of the Canon of the Mass. And yet, it is not a fixed 

subject matter as the two examples of difference show. Furthermore, the Sherborne Missal has 

an image of the Trinity at this point. The other most common pictorial theme is of priests and 

clerics involved in activities connected to the Mass such as hand washing, blessing the chalice, 

and elevating the host. The results very clearly show that the concentration of imagery in the 

Sherbrooke Missal is firmly established in the celebration of the Mass; there are as many images 

in the Mass as in the whole of the Temporale (six) and after the images clustered around the 

Mass, there are only four more in the Sanctorale and Common of Saints.  Conversely, the 

Litlyngton Missal has the largest collection of images occurring after the Mass. 

In all three sections of the missal, it appears that the choice of subject matter is guided more by 

generic association to the feast day and/or its visual tradition rather than overtly specific relation 

to the text of the services, although the two are not always mutually exclusive. For example, the 

bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 

Testament,37  but each one of the Nativity scenes from the ten missals includes an ox and ass, 

                                                           
37

 Luke, 2: 1-20. 
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despite their presence never being recorded in the Bible versions of the event. However, their 

presence dates back to at least the fourth century where they are represented at a Nativity on a 

stone sarcophagus.38 Likewise, epiphany shows three kings paying homage to Christ: the Bible39 

does not say that they are kings, nor does it report that the men are of the three stages of life; 

mature, middle-aged, and youthful, and yet this tradition in Christian art is seen as far back as 

c.55040 and shown in each of the representations in the sample of ten missals where the image 

occurs. 

Certain images are examples of visual tradition based on the experience of services rituals and 

not their texts, such as Corpus Christi. Four of the six Main Sample Missals that illuminate this 

feast have procession scenes, including the Litlyngton, yet nowhere in the readings or rubrics is 

the procession mentioned.41 Sometimes ritual and text combine: the representation of praying 

figures, often before an altar, predominantly used for the first Sunday of Advent shows tradition 

directly influenced by text. The image is a representation of somebody lifting their soul through 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ΨAd te levavi animam meamΩΣ Ψǘƻ 

ȅƻǳ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΩΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳŀƎŜs the kneeling figure literally holds up a small praying 

naked soul (e.g. C/Trinity B.11.3) and in others, the words of the prayer are shown as a scroll 

ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ όŜΦƎΦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

observations, some initials from the Litlyngton Missal do show images influenced in varying 

degrees by text and these are discussed in the relevant places in the following sections.    

 

5.1.5: Rarer inclusions: Saints 

The subject matter of certain images from the Litlyngton Missal cycle is either rare or apparently 

unique in missals, making comparisons difficult or impossible. However, it is possible to compare 

the same subject matter with renditions in other contemporary liturgical English manuscripts, 

such as antipƘƻƴŀƭǎ ƻǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ Lƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

treatment of the iconography is innovative beyond its mere inclusion in a missal. 

Excluding subject matter connected to the Trinity or the Blessed Virgin Mary, of the remaining so 

far undiscussed initials from across the different sections of the Litlyngton Missal (excluding the 

benedictional and royal ceremonies) twenty-one are representations of saints, and of these, 

fifteen are shown as full-length representations identifiable by symbols connected to their death 

                                                           
38

 SarcoǇƘŀƎǳǎ ƻŦ {ǘƛƭƛŎƻƴŜΣ оур !Φ5ΦΣ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀ Řƛ {ŀƴǘΩ!ƳōǊƻƎƛƻΣ aƛƭŀƴΦ 
39

 Matthew, 2:1-12. 
40

 Peter and Linda Murray, Oxford Dictionary of Christian Art (Oxford, 2004), p. 319. 
41

 MEW, 392-395. 
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or miracles (Tables F.1 and F.2). Using symbols for a saint not only identifies a figure, but can also 

evoke narrative by proxy; symbols allude to events which are present through association. For 

example, St Mary Magdalene (fol. 255r, fig. 5.1) is shown carrying a vessel. Although the viewer 

cannot know the contents of the jar from the image, association with the Bible and legends 

means that the vessel is accepted as containing ointment. In this way, Mary with a vessel is 

ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƳōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŀƴƻƛƴǘǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ42 and also of the occasion 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƻƳō ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴƻƛƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅΦ43 In this as in the 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΣ ǘhe Litlyngton artists are conventional in their 

representations and follow an established tradition in manuscript and other media depictions. If 

not common in missals of the fourteenth century, simple full-length depictions of Mary 

Magdalene with a vessel exist in English liturgical books from before that time (e.g. Cambridge, 

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ MS K 21, fol. 81v, Canterbury, thirteenth-century hymnal).44 A contemporary, 

very similar and related example of the same scene occurs in the Keble Hours (fig. 5.2); the 

Litlyngton Magdalene is the work of the Sanctorale Artist while the Keble Hours was undertaken 

by his co-illuminator, the Temporale Artist (see 3.4.5). 

The historiated initial of St Silvester, enthroned and wearing a papal tiara and with a badly 

damaged face, would be unidentifiable as that particular saintly pontiff purely from the initial 

(fol. 225r). The initial is supplemented with border roundels containing repeat images of the 

ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǇŀƭ ǘƛŀǊŀΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴing two-legged dragons. 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘǊŀƎƻƴǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

simply pass for marginal imagery of beasts and hybrids common to many medieval manuscripts. 

However, in this case, use of the dragon elicitǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-

animating those who had fallen victim to the beast.45 In the luxury of the Sherborne Missal, as 

well as a portrait initial of the saint, a bas-de-page illustration portrays the slaying of the dragon 

and Emperor Constantine confined to bed by illness. 

The clothing and stance of the saint portraits is usually based on just one of two models, and 

although unvaried the images are effective in identifying which saint is being represented. There 

are really only three exceptions to this. The figure of St Matthew, fol. 272v, is only established by 

a name scroll that curls around him.  On just two occasions are depictions so anonymous (rather 

than intentionally generic as with the Common of Saints initial) as to make identification 

                                                           
42

 Matthew, 26: 7; Mark, 14:3; Luke 7:38; John, 12: 3. In Matthew and MaǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴƻƛƴǘǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

head but in Luke and John the oil is used for his feet, the more traditional association.  
43

 Mark, 16:1; Luke, 24: 1: she goes to the tomb in all gospels, but only in these two does she carry oil. 
44

 <http://ica.princeton.edu.chain.kent.ac.uk/images/ci/CI54.62.2.gif>[accessed 14/05/13]. 
45

 Jacobus De Voragine, The Golden Legend: Readings on the Saints, I, trans. by William Granger Ryan 

(Princeton, 1993), pp. 70-72. 
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impossible without recourse to the text outside the image. The initial at the feast for St Dunstan, 

fol. 241v, shows a bishop with archiepiscopal cross conferring a blessing. He does wear a 

pallium46 but this is not unique to him. Another pallium wearer, Thomas Becket, also has non-

specific iconography (fig. 5.3). From what remains of the spoiled image it seems the initial was in 

ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǾŜƛƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƘǊƻƴŜŘ ŎƭŜǊƛŎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴ {ǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΥ ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ 

throne holding an archiepiscopal ŎǊƻǎǎΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ōǳǎǘǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ 

Mainly due to the nature of feasts included in the Temporale, the Temporale Artist has only 

three representations of saints in his section of work and all are portrait representations: 

Stephen, John the Evangelist, and Thomas Becket. John the Evangelist is shown with his symbol, 

the eagle, and, strangely, ŀ ƳŀǊǘȅǊΩǎ ǇŀƭƳ (fig.3.21)47 while Stephen is vested as a deacon and 

carries a cloth as well as the stones that killed him (fig. 2.24). The Oriel Missal also has 

illustrations for John the Evangelist and Stephen, although they are both different to the 

Litlyngton Missal. The Evangelist initial shows a portrait portrayal, but his symbols are the chalice 

and a palm. The dramatic portrayal of Stephen shows the saint being stoned by two men. 

 A narrative portrayal of saints at the scene of their death or undergoing torture was another 

traditional mode of depiction, but there are just three such instances of this in the Litlyngton 

Missal: St Lawrence, St Katherine, and St Andrew. These are all the work of the Sanctorale Artist 

and the pages on which they occur have borders with repeat portrait busts of the saint with their 

sȅƳōƻƭΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭΣ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

of his tormentors.  

Narrative scenes have an immediacy of engagement that can be absent from static 

representations of portrait figures; on the pages of the feasts of Saints Lawrence and Katherine 

in the Litlyngton, both portrait and narrative are present. Taking the example of Lawrence, 

notwithstanding the initial being only four lines high it is the focal point of the page (figs. 4.4 and 

4.5). Lawrence is naked on a ladder-like gridiron above a wood fire. His pale body, running 

horizontally from left to right at a slight downwards angle, shows black marks of previous 

torture. In the left foreground a tormentor feeds air onto the flames, which lick up through the 

gridiron, with a pair of bellows. LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨIƻŘƛŜ 

ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘǳƳ ƛƎƴƛǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘǳǎ ǇŜǊǘǳƭƛǘΩ ό¢ƻŘŀȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘ 

of fire).48 However, individual details of the image owe more to Voragine than the standard 

                                                           
46

 A Y-shaped stole-like garment decorated with black crosses, given to archbishops of Canterbury by the 

Pope.  
47

 This scene also exists as a miniature by his hand in the Keble Hours. 
48

 MEW, 902. 
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missal text. Standing on the other side of Lawrence is an exaggeratedly ugly and abnormally 

ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿƘƻ Ǉƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻǊƪŜŘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ōŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ 

not unique to the Litlyngton, comes from ±ƻǊŀƎƛƴŜΩǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜΥ ǘƘŜ ΨƛǊƻƴ ǇƛǘŎƘŦƻǊƪΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

terms it.49 The red wings in place of ears, the large bulbous nose, and marked pigeon breast all 

denote him as being demonic.50 Haloed and tonsured, Lawrence calmly accepts his fatŜ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ 

ǎǿŜŜǘ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭǎΦ51 The red flames that rise up, around, and through the gridiron are 

effective on the gold leaf background that can be seen between the rungs like a glowing fire.  

The images in the borders provide an extra stratum of mŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 

through their relation to the main image. The historiated initial depiction of the saint, naked, 

maimed, and physically bound to an implement of torture, is contrasted with the five 

representations of him in  the borders  as sumptuously vested in golden and pure white clothes, 

triumphantly holding the gridiron that was powerless to prevent his separation from God.52 

From initial to borders we see the transformation and transcendence from narrative scene of 

human torture to icon representation of victorious saint; even what was an ugly emblem of pain 

has been symbolically reduced in size and become golden. As an additional element, the figure in 

the top margin, by the nature of its location above the initial, takes on the persona of witness to 

the event of his own martyrdom occurring in the initial.53 In the Carmelite Missal the story of 

Lawrence is shown in nine scenes, all depicted in one initial and four border roundels. Although 

the Carmelite Missal images are undeniably more intricate and artistically skilful than the 

Litlyngton MissalΩǎ, they arguably lack the intensity of message. 

The initial for the feast of St Michael is also narrative, but differs from Lawrence, Katherine, and 

Andrew as it does not deal with the death of an earthly saint, but with the victory of Archangel 

Michael over the devil (fig. 5.6). aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴΣ {ŀǘŀƴΣ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

accentuated in the first reading for this Mass (Revelations 12: 7-1254) which accounts for this 

common tradition of showing Michael defeating the dragon. Certainly in the Litlyngton Missal 

there is true vigour in this initial. Michael stands on the tail of a two-legged, wingless dragon, 

choking the beast by thrusting his shield into its open mouth, where the sharp teeth are no 

ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŜƴǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜ 
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 Jacobus De Voragine, The Golden Legend: Selections, trans. by Christopher Stace (London, 1998), p. 208. 
50

 Mellinkoff, p. 115. 
51

 Voragine, Selections, p. 208. 
52

 Two bust versions in top and bottom borders and three five-lined full length images of the saint holding 

a red book and gridiron in the middle of each vertical border.   
53

 This facet of border witness is more emphatic at Sǘ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ 

the first column of text and therefore more images look down on the scene. 
54

 MEW, 960-61. 
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ƴŜŎƪ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǎǇƘȅȄƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƳ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀƴ ǳǇǎǿƛƴƎ 

ready to fall and decapitate the dragon. Movement is further captured in the blue wings which 

swirl around Michael, rather like a cloak in motion. There are nine border images of six-winged 

seraphs which are probably repeat images of Michael rather than a representation of the nine 

orders of angels, especially as there is no physical differentiation between them.55 Of very similar 

composition, but with a less vibrant rendering, is the Oriel Missal initial (fig. 5.7), which shows 

the dragon biting the shield, but bleeding from a wound already inflicted by Michael who 

prepares to strike again with his bloodied sword.  

The other common depiction of St Michael is in connection to the judgement of souls, holding 

weighing scales, or presenting souls to Christ. This role of weigher of souls is alluded to in the 

second reading. Both the C/Trinity B.11.3 and the Sherborne Missal have initials with Michael in 

this form. The B.11.3 has a feathered seraph, which seems to be a direct copy from the border 

angels of the Litlyngton Missal, but he holds a large pair of scales (fig. 5.8). Surprisingly, 

considering that the feast has been important enough to be illustrated in two other missals, the 

Sherborne initial has a modest marking of this feast with just the torso and head of the angel 

shown holding scales in a small initial on a borderless page. 

While most of the missals have an image of an apostle at the beginning of the Common of Saints 

portrayals of confessors and virgins are far rarer. Due to the unspecific nature of these 

categories, the images are not defined by narrative and are again only identifiable by the text 

that surrounds them. The image for a confessor is remarkably similar to the image of St Dunstan, 

a bishop conferring a blessing, but without pallium, and carrying a crosier instead of staff. The 

first of the two confessor images in the Oriel Missal is compositionally almost identical to that in 

the Litlyngton, just the backgrounds are different. The image for a virgin martyr in the Litlyngton 

is very like that of Mary Magdalene, with only the vessel being ŀōǎŜƴǘΦ hǊƛŜƭΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

rather more descriptive: the first shows a virgin holding a saw, while the other shows a young 

woman being boiled alive.  

Looking at the range of images of saints in the Litlyngton Missal that are rarer inclusions in 

missals, we can distinguish that beyond their atypical occurrence, the manner of their 

representation conforms to other renditions of the same subject matter. As with most other 

images in the missal, the images appear to be influenced by already set traditions of the liturgy, 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ 

with different widespread religious texts, notably Voragine (e.g. St Lawrence).The majority of 

                                                           
55

 The widespread idea of the nine orders of angels originates from Dionysius the Pseudo-!ǊŜƻǇŀƎƛǘŜΩǎ 

C5th work, Celestial Hierarchy, translated into Latin in C9th. See Murray, p. 18. 
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these images use effective but unadventurous portrait portrayals of predominantly male figures 

with an accompanying symbol for identification and association. However, where the initials are 

narrative, although the subject matter still conforms to tradition, there is greater room for 

elements of originality to ōŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŀǎǇƘȅȄƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƳŀǊǘȅǊŘƻƳΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

illustration cycle onto another phase, where originality of expression, intention, form, and 

content has been achieved within an overarching convention of subject matter.  

 

5.2: Innovation within Tradition  
 

It has been interesting to note instances of innovation within tradition in the images in the range 

of illuminated manuscripts examined for contextual reference, but the necessary parameters of 

this study limit exploration to examples found in the Litlyngton Missal. Even then, it is not 

possible to describe them all in detail and so a selection will be made to illustrate various points. 

Discussion of images in earlier chapters has already individualised examples of how a familiar 

scene can be enhanced, or have its significance altered, through even small adjustments to 

iconography. For ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ {ŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ LǎŀŀŎ 

and the inclusion of animals in the scene of John the Baptist (see 3.4.4 and 3.4.6 respectively) 

serve to intensify an already intrinsic meaning.  

 

 

5.2.1: Focus and Mood 

Some small changes in the accepted tradition of subject matter act to change the focus of the 

ƛƳŀƎŜΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀƛƴǘǎ όŦƻƭΦ нуфǊΣ ŦƛƎΦ 5.9) 

presents an unidentifiable haloed saint standing centrally in the generic long under gown and 

lined cloak used for apostles and biblical figures throughout the manuscript. In his right hand he 

holds a red book, also common to images of saints in the Litlyngton and other manuscripts, to 

which he points with the index finger of his left. He has a forked beard and looks over his right 

shoulder to present a face in three quarter profile. Up until this point, the image concurs with 

the usual representation. What makes the Litlyngton image unusual is that the saint is standing 

in front of an elegant open gateway with a delicate and curved arch over his head. Through the 
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gateway is either a red tiled or carpeted floor. Far more usually the apostle is situated in an 

exterior and most especially with a tree or trees: in the Oriel Missal (fig. 5.10) the saint holds a 

fruiting tree, in C/Trinity B.11.3 he stands between two trees, and in O/Trinity MS 8 the figure 

holds a tree outside a sheltered shrine. The tradition for this comes from the reference to the 

olive tree in the opening words of the office: Ego autem sicut oliua fructificavi in domo domini  

(However, I like the olive gave fruit in the house of the Lord). Furthermore, the Gradual for the 

office makes additional reference to trees: ut palma florebit sicut cedrus libani multiplicabitur (as 

the palm flourishes and the cedars of Lebanon multiply).  

The gateway in the Litlyngton Missal initial is, arguably, an analogy to the entrance to heaven 

shown by the golden gates and accentuated by the difference in floor coverings on either side of 

the threshold. The saint symbolically points to the red book, indicative of Holy Scripture, as a 

reminder that only through the Word can heaven be accessed. Standing on the threshold may 

also indicate the role of the saints as intercessors between earth and heaven. The presence of 

Peter and Paul in the Litlyngton borders is similar subject matter to the initial for the Common of 

Saints in the Tiptoft Missal: Peter represented as holding keys consolidates the liminal theme of 

the iconography.56  

Mood, like focus, can also be affected by small changes in iconography.  The Litlyngton Missal 

Nativity (fol. 20r, fig. 5.11) holds classic elements of this scene, one of the few to occur in all the 

Main Sample Missals and Sherborne Missal (it is missing from the Carmelite Missal). The Nativity 

was common in all liturgical books and frequently appeared in books of hours at the office of 

Prime. The normal composition in our period, and that used in all occasions in the missals of this 

comparative study, shows Mary reclining on a couch on the left of the picture, with Joseph 

seated near her, generally shown as an old man and often with a stick. The later trend in 

iconography portrayed Mary kneeling in homage to her infant son,57 and Cambridge Trinity 

B.11.11 Missal (c.1430) has both Mary and Joseph kneeling to Jesus in his manger (fig. 5.12).58 

None of the missals depicts Mary suckling the infant, despite its being a fairly common image. 

The Sherborne and Tiptoft missals (fig. 5.14) show a midwife holding the baby, but in the others 

Jesus is either held by Mary or lying in a manger. An ox and ass are always present.  
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 The Sherborne Missal Common of Saints has an initial with an enthroned figure with a papal tiara on p. 

613, while p. 615 has SS Peter and Paul. 
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 Eric Panofsky, Studies in Iconology: Humanistic Themes in the Art of the Renaissance (New York, 1962), 

p. 7. 
58

 Cambridge, Trinity College B.11.11, fol. 24r: see James, Western Manuscripts Trinity College, p.350 and 

LGM, II, p.189-190. 
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Where the Litlyngton Missal departs from the norm is in the portrayal of the relationship 

between Mary and Joseph: the tone of the image is intimate and of shared experience between 

the two adults. Usually shown as either physically distant from Mary (Hatton 1, fig. 5.13) or 

emotionally detached from her (Tiptoft Missal, fig. 5.14), in the Litlyngton Missal Joseph and 

Mary are connected to each other through proximity, eye contact, ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƳ 

ƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƭŜƎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ǎƛǘǎΣ ƘŀƭŦ 

reclines on a couch. Compositionally, it was not necessary for the Temporale Artist to show 

Joseph in this touching gesture, the arm could easily have been shown by his side or holding a 

stick (as in the Tiptoft).  Additionally, his face conveys concern, shown through his perplexed 

brows. He holds an object which is hard to identify, but could be a box or bread; there is a sense 

that this could be his gift to Jesus. Joseph directly faces Mary who returns his look as she 

demurely places a hand on her breast and tilts her head slightly downwards. The intimacy of the 

scene is heightened by the absence of any other figures, beyond the infant, to act as distractions 

from one to the other; even the angels witnessing the miracle are confined to roundels in the 

ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

prophet Isaiah, an example of direct relationship between text and image.  

The more intimate mood achieved through small changes in the usual iconography is not 

repeated in the Nativity of C/Trinity B.11.3 (fig. 5.15), the book modelled on the Litlyngton 

Missal (see 3.5 and Appendix D): Mary does not look at Joseph, he holds no gift nor is he in 

physical contact with her.59 The Sherbrooke Missal Nativity (fol. 13r, fig. 5.16) shows Joseph 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƭŜƎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀȊŜ ƛǎ 

ŀǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΤ aŀǊȅΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ 

turned away from him.  

In the spirit of continuity that exists between the two main artists of the Litlyngton Missal, the 

mood of intimacy recurs strongly in some images by the Sanctorale Artist. The Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary (fol. 286v, fig. 2.14) is not included in the illustration scheme of any of the 

other Main Sample Missal and occurs only in the three larger books of this study.60 This feast and 

the iconography connected to it have already been discussed for their importance to the history 

of the abbey and also specifically to Nicholas Litlyngton as patron in chapter two. Here it 

deserves iteration as possibly the tenderest scene of the entire missal, and shows how 

management of traditional iconography can be innovative in the effects that it creates. As with 
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 {ŜŜ aǳǊǊŀȅΣ ǇΦ нту ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ IŀƘƴΣ ΨέWƻǎŜǇƘ ²ƛƭƭ 

tŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ aŀǊȅ 9ƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ {ŀǾŜ ¢ƘŜŜέΥ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ aƻŘŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƻŘŜ 

TriptyŎƘΩΣ The Art Bulletin, 68 (1986), pp. 54-сс ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨǊŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ pater 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǎΩ (p. 55). 
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 bƻǘ ŀ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜǎΦ 
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the Nativity initial, an atmosphere of emotional engagement has been created through the 

intimacy of the scene. Although an exterior scene, outside the Golden Gate, privacy has been 

evoked through the aloneness of the two as they gently, but warmly, embrace with arms around 

each other and lips almost touching. In the Sherborne Missal the artist has shied away from 

portraying overt physicality and the couple merely holds hands. Furthermore, there are no iconic 

Golden Gate to give an indication of who the figures are. The Carmelite Missal has an initial with 

ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WƻŀŎƘƛƳΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

two separated as they both receive their divine messages, and then their coming together at the 

Golden Gate. The initial is well-balanced, informative, refined, and executed with great technical 

skill and, once again, offers a different effect to the Litlyngton Missal through a rather more 

restrained embrace at the gate.  

Still exploring how the mood of an image can be formed through the manipulation of traditional 

iconography, we move from intimacy to passion in the initial used at the feast of the Massacre of 

the Holy Innocents. This image is another example of a rarer inclusion in missals; possibly 

missing from the Carmelite Missal, the only other occurrence is in the Sherborne (p. 42). The 

Litlyngton Missal image (fol. 23r, fig. 5.17) has an interesting and highly effective compositional 

arrangement. At the centre the pale, naked, and bloodied body of an infant with flailing limbs is 

held by one leƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀǎǇΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ ŀǊƳƻǳǊ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

paler body. On either side of this mutilated child are a woman (logically the mother) and Herod, 

crowned and seated on a bench throne. To the left of the woman we see a wounded child held 

fast by another soldier. 

Representation of Herod, though not unknown in depictions of the Holy Innocents, is not 

common and generally we see women, children, and soldiers. Particular here are the level gazes 

of the two protagonists locked in opposition across the scene that Herod has caused and that 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ōȅ 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ ǎƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ Ǉǳǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ōƭŀŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘƛƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 

avert the ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŘŀƎƎŜǊ ōƭƻǿ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜ 

that she causes it ǘƻ ōƭŜŜŘΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǳƴŦƭƛƴŎƘƛƴƎ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅΦ .ƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŝƴǎǳres that the intense eye-

contact between herself and Herod remains uninterrupted by the distraction that another face 

would cause.  

Herod, his legs crossed as a symbol of temporal power and judgement, leans back slightly from 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǿƻǊŘ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ 

of his imposition of the death sentence on the innocents. His robe is blood red, an echo of the 
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ǊŜŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǎǇƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ƎŀǎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎΩ ǇŀƭŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

mother, redolent of Mary, is a reminder that this event was meant to occasion the death of the 

Christ child. This whole scene of cruelty and maternal tragedy is a pre-runner to the ultimate 

ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƻǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ǎǿƻƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅ 

in the Crucifixion miniature the extent of her pain is gracefully implied and understood; in the 

case of the woman at the Massacre of the Holy Innocents, the raw energy of her grief is 

manifest.  

¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ 

the woman. Generally the mothers are beleaguered, grieving or, at times, attempting to shield 

their children or pleading with the soldiers (Sherborne Missal p.42 and William de Brailles single 

psalter leaf).61 ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

unexpected depiction of a woman doing actual violence to an armed soldier in her desperation 

to save her son. 

 

5.2.2: Comparisons: The Trinity 

 In the Litlyngton Missal it is possible on three occasions to compare the treatment of the same 

subject matter by the two main artists. The Litlyngton Missal contains duplicate images of the 

same scenes, but by different artists, for: the Trinity, the Presentation, and the Resurrection.62 In 

this way, as an extension of the theme of innovation within tradition, it is possible to perceive 

how the treatment of traditional iconography differed even within the context of the same 

missal.  

aƻǎǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

Trinity is located in the usual position of Trinity Sunday (fol. 120Ǌύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

version occurs as the office for the Commemoration of the Trinity, in the Votive Masses after the 

Common of Saints (fol. 312r). Including the Litlyngton Missal, six of the eight Main Sample 

Missals have an image of the Trinƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Gnadenstuhl 

or Mercy Seat version. Conversely, the Litlyngton is the only missal of the eight to have a second 

rendition of the Trinity in the Votive Masses, and here, it is a Gnadenstuhl. Typically, albeit with 

some variations, the well-established tradition of the Mercy Seat Trinity shows God the Father as 

the largest figure seated and holding the arms of the cross, upon which is crucified God the 

                                                           
61

 Pierpoint Morgan Library MS M.913, c.1230-40: the single leaf has six main scenes connected to the role 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƻŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅΦ 
62

 There are also two renditions of the Annunciation, both by the Sanctorale Artist and very similar. 
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Son.63 The dove of God the Holy Spirit is often in the vertical space between the two heads, 

although sometimes it rests on the arm of the cross (e.g. Cambridge, Trinity College MS B.10.15, 

mid to late fourteenth century, fol. 33v) or is missing (e.g. CUL, MS Add 4500, late fourteenth-

early fifteenth century, fol.188r). 

¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Gnadenstuhl (fig. 5.18) depicts God the Father looking out directly at the 

ǾƛŜǿŜǊΦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜŀǊŘŜŘ ŎƘƛƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘŀǳ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ 

used contrast for effect: in antithesis to the FatheǊΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǊŜΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

and his nudity, covered only by a loin cloth, is consciously emphasised by the surrounding 

ōƛƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǿƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘŜŘ Ŏƭƻŀƪ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

suspended Christ, partƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŜǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ 

of the hands and moulding of the cloak show sophistication that is not uniformly present in 

renditions of the Mercy Throne Trinity. Hatton 1, Cambridge, Trinity College B.11.11, and Oriel 

Missal Trinity images (figs. 5.19 and 5.20) all show God the Father with one hand removed, in 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭƻŀƪ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƳƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ 

contrasting parŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ōŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴōƭŜƳƛǎƘŜŘ ŦŜŜǘΦ  

While the Sanctorale Artist has composed the various elements of the Trinity well there is 

nothing notably innovative in his deployment of them, although he has chosen the less usual 

trope of portraying a youthful God the Father; instances of this are unusual in medieval 

manuscript illumination.64 God the Father with youthful aspect lessens the differentiation 

between God the Father and Son, which, in turn strengthens the idea of a united Trinity.  

The TeƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ όŦƛƎΦ р.21) is the only other image in the missal to contain an image 

of God the Father and it is distinctly different from ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ 

conveyed as older through having grey hair, but a further distinction between Son and Father is 

made as God is crowned when Christ is not. This Temporale Trinity (hereafter Bench Throne 

Trinity65) is of the type where Jesus and God are seated on the same throne and typically the 

dove is between them. Although not aƴ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

example from the ten missals of the comparative study.66 God the Father and Son sit right and 

left, respectively, on a bench throne reflecting psalm 109 (Vulgate numbering)Υ Ψ5ƛȄƛǘ 5ƻƳƛƴǳǎ 

                                                           
63

 Variations include: God the Father seated on a rainbow or a more ornate throne, his feet may be visible, 

and the foot of the cross sometimes rests on a globe: see Table F.1.  
64

 Tiptoft and O/Trinity MS 8 have a youthful God the Father. 
65

 My term. 
66

 Although the Sherborne Missal incorporates this form into the Corpus Christi initial, p. 279.  
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Domino meo seŘŜ ŀ ŘŜȄǘǊƛǎ ƳŜƛǎΩ.  WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ǇŀƭƳ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

the Father. In a notable difference to other Bench Throne Trinities, his other hand is curved 

inwards towards his body, in a gesture resembling a pregnant woman cupping her stomach and 

ǘƘǳǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŜǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΥ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Father (ancilla domini), conceiving through the Spirit at the Annunciation, and so becoming 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ōƭŜssing and in his other is a red book 

as a representation of the Word and covenant. Perversely, the elements of the book and the 

hand raised in benediction strongly resemble images of the Pantokrator, a pose always 

associated with Christ. 

The dove of the Holy Spirit flies down between their heads radiating Pentecostal fire onto the 

two figures. Unusually, even the dove also has a small crossed nimbus. At the feet of the figures 

is the upper half of a golden orb divided into the three sections of the medieval globe: the lower 

half has wavy lines symbolising the sea, the top left quarter is blank while the second quarter 

holds a church, which Tudor-Craig noted as a novel embellishment and interpreted as being 

DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ67 The position of the globe is not fixed in Bench Throne Trinities: in the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΩ ŦŜŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ [ǳǘǘǊŜƭƭ tǎŀƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

breviary and psalter CUL, MS Add 4500 (fol. 314v) it is held by God the Father while in the 

Sherborne Missal (p. 279) it rests between the two figures.  

Perusal of the missals and other contemporary manuscript examples of the Trinity reveals that 

there is much flexibility for individual interpretation and difference within the two set 

frameworks of Trinity portrayal: such as the ornate castellated throne used in Hatton 1 and the 

unwounded Christ in O/Trinity MS 8. Outside of that framework, this subject matter also 

provided great scope for artists to be wholly innovative. Both the Sherborne and Carmelite 

Missals have multiple renditions of the Trinity with at least one less orthodox version. Trinity 

Sunday in the Sherborne Missal has a marginal image of the Risen Christ on a throne whilst 

above him is an altar over which is the dove. Adjacent to Christ in an initial is God surrounded by 

angels and suspended above an open book upon which is the agnus dei. ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

Votive Mass of Trinity has Christ and God seated upon a rainbow with the dove between them, 

while under them is the Virgin mediatrix with saints and patrons. The Wollaton Antiphonal has a 

Gnadenstuhl but also a curious Trinity at psalm 109 with three male figures seated on one 

throne: the figure representing the Holy Spirit has white feathers visible beneath the hem of his 

robe (fol. 246v). 
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 Tudor-Craig, p. 104.  
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Whilst traditional in working inside the two accepted forms, the Litlyngton artists are interesting 

not only in the way that they differ from each other but also in how they fit within the treatment 

of the subject matter in a wider sense. In essence, the SanctƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Gnadenstuhl Trinity is 

an example of an artist using form, colour, and contrast well to portray a good quality image 

within the normal bounds of iconography. However, the work of the Temporale Artist, whilst 

arguably not as refined as the SaƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ 

through conscious changes to the accepted norm: the references to the whole nature of the 

²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

her pregnancy by the body language of her son; the merging of Son and Father by showing God, 

not Christ, as Pantakrator; and the unique reference to the Church on earth through the globe.  

 

5.2.3:  Comparisons: Presentation and Resurrection  

The two images of the Presentation in the Temple, also known as the Purification of the Virgin 

and Candlemas, are less dramatic in their differences than the Trinity (figs. 5.22 and 5.23). The 

duplication of the image in the Litlyngton Missal, as mentioned, came about due to the pictorial 

ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

scene (fol. 25r) is badly damaged through paint deterioration and it is not always easy to 

understand certain aspects.68 On the right of the picture a priest, anachronistically mitred, takes 

ŀ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩs arms.69 Through the paint damage it is possible to see Jesus 

gripping Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ: he also leans away from the 

priest, traditionally Simeon. Such reluctance is a common and understandable motif in 

circumcision scenes and is sometimes used in Presentations to denote an awareness of the 

forthcoming sacrifice; it is also a way of showing tenderness between mother and child in both 

situations. The prefigurative quality of Presentation scenes is deepened by the fact that Jesus is 

traditionally handed across an altar (Table F.1). Although obscured, the under drawing suggests 

the priest is behind an altar, the outline of which is visible in the damaged area; very unclear is 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ {ƛƳŜƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƭƻǘƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ 

Behind Mary is a nimbed female figure holding a taper, possibly Anna the prophetess, although 

the halo and taper are less usual for this character. At the rear of this group stands Joseph, 

                                                           
68

 East (pp. 23-4) noted that Tudor-Craig informed him that the bad repair of the initial was due to 

deterioration of white lead used for the pǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ ǊƻōŜǎΦ I feel it likely that the damage could be connected 

to the later treatment of the preceding folio, fol. 24r, with ammonium sulphide undertaken so as to read 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀŎŜŘ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ŜŎƪŜǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΥ MEW, p.xii.  
69

 Instance of mitres on Jewish priests is not uncommon, and the Sanctorale Artist uses the custom in the 

border scene of the Judgement before Pilate on fol. 157*v. 
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wearing the same red hood as in the Nativity, not nimbed and the most diminutively-sized adult. 

He watches attentively and holds a basket of turtle doves; the usual sacrifice given at the Jewish 

Presentation ceremony of the firstborn son. However, the reference in Luke (2:24) says that a 

pair of turtle doves should be given; here there are three.70  

The lesser importance of Joseph in this Temporale scene is not witnessed in the Sanctorale scene 

(fol. 230r). Indeed, the non-inclusion of Anna creates the sense of Holy Family intimacy that was 

ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎŎŜƴŜ όǎŜŜ ŀōƻǾŜύΦ wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

importance by making him short enough to fit into the initial, as in the Temporale, the 

Sanctorale Artist allows Joseph to exceed the limits of the initial. Also different to the Temporale 

ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

ƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘƛƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ǇŜŜǇ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǝƻƭd clothing as a reminder of his 

vulnerability. Both Joseph and Simeon wear hats that denote their Jewishness and it is 

interesting to note that within the same missal one artist uses conventional iconography for 

Jewish clothing whilst another does not. The {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŜƴŘǎ 

ƳƻǊŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜƴǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

altar. Central to the composition, Jesus is held symbolically above the altar as Mary yields up her 

child. It is a stark reminder that the live flesh and blood of the child crossing the altar to a priest 

here will become the transubstantiated flesh and blood of the sacrificed Christ when the priest 

will hold the elevated Host.     

The final example of a scene painted by both Litlyngton artists is the Resurrection. The 

¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 5ŀȅ όŦƻƭΦ фрǾ, fig. 3.2) while the Sanctorale 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǾƛƎƴŜǘǘŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Crucifixion miniature (fig. 3.3). They both follow the regular form of composition showing the 

risen Christ, dressed only in a cloak and with wounds visible, stepping from a tomb chest onto 

one of the soldiers on watch there. This iconography is the established form (Table F.1) and also 

used in the Sherborne Missal (p. 216), but not the Carmelite Missal. 71  

Such differences as exist between the Litlyngton Missal scenes are minor and, in some ways, 

reflective of the usual variations in iconography present in other renditions of the scene. 

Including the Sherborne Missal, only the earlier missals (Sherbrooke and Tiptoft) have angels at 

the Resurrection. In keeping, the Resurrection scene in the mid to late thirteenth-century Missal 

                                                           
70

 Birds in a basket are repeated in each margin corner. 
71

 In the Carmelite Missal the upper scene of a horizontally split initial shows the three woman bringing 

ƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻƳōΤ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

an angel sits on the ledge (f. 7v).  
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of Henry of Chichester includes two musical angels72 while other fifteenth century examples 

(Cambridge, Trinity B.11.11 and Keble Hours) do not. Another area of mutability is what Christ 

holds; at times it is a banner and at others a cross. The number of soldiers varies and ranges 

from two (C/Trinity B.11.3) to four (Litlyngton Temporale). The soldiers pose another interesting 

issue, which is whether they are shown as awake or asleep; most usually there is a mixture of 

states, sometimes they are all asleep, but never are they all awake. In the Litlyngton the 

{ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŀǿŀƪŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

the tomb while two in front are asleep. The point of interest is that where soldiers are awake 

they are the first earthly witnesses to ChristΩǎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƻƳō ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  

The {ŀƴŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Resurrection scene does not have iconographic variations from the norm. 

However, like the Tiptoft Missal, which has the idiosyncrasy of Jesus stepping from a high tomb 

ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ όŦΦмппǊ)Σ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 

ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŎǊƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǊƴǎΦ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ 

five wounds, the TemporŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƘŜŘǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǎŜ-like crown of thorns he 

wears. This feature, mainly absent from Resurrection scenes in missals and different genres of 

liturgical and devotional manuscripts, is present in both the Sherborne Missal and Hatton 1. 

Showing Christ with the Crown of Thorns creates an interesting crossover with the 

representation of Jesus as Man of Sorrows in which Christ is often painted as a half bust inside a 

tomb surrounded by the Instruments of the Passion and almost always wearing the crown.73 This 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƛƴƎōƻƳΩǎ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴ ƻŦ {ƻǊǊƻǿǎ ƛŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 

derivations, Ecce Homo  and Arma Christi, which he placed as a mainly fourteenth-century 

phenomenon in Europe, gaining in popularity in the fifteenth century.74 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ 

are painted with shields is another point of changeability (the Sanctorale Artist has not), but it is 

the design on the shield in the Litlyngton Missal which is the point of interest and appears to be 

unique. The sleeping soldier to the right in the foreground holds a rectangular shield upon which 

is emblazoned a gryllus or dragon. Unlike other medieval manuscripts, these beasts are not used 

to adorn borders and solely occur in symbolic reference to the devil. The only two other 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭƳŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŘŜŦŜŀǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭκŘǊŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ 

reference to his legendary defeat of a dragon/devil (both above). Therefore, here, the beast is 
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 Manchester, Rylands Library MS Lat 24 (Henry of Chichester Missal), 1240-60, fol. 152v. 
73

 ! ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴΩǎ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎΦмнсл ǇŀƴŜƭ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Man of Sorrows by the 

Anonymous Umbrian Master: London, National Gallery 5673. 
74

 Ringbom, pp. 66-69 and pp. 142-170. 
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ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾƛƻǳǊΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŀǎ 

even the marks of their livery show affiliation to the devil.75 Once again, we see the Temporale 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊough considered changes that do not constitute 

ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 

 

5.3: Innovation beyond Convention  
 

5.3.1: Fol. 9r: More than Salt and Water 

Beyond extending and intensifying some accepted iconographic norms, there are at least two 

occasions when the Temporale Artist stepped outside of convention and was wholly innovative 

ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ Ƙas already referred to 

the unique appearance and significance of prophets in the borders ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ Ŏoronation 

miniature (see 4.3.3). The other occasion is on another high profile page: the opening of the 

book on fol. 9r, which holds the ceremony for the Exorcism of Salt and Water. The historiated 

initial is conventional in form and manner, containing a cleric and acolyte performing the ritual 

found in the text. However, as with the coronation, the borders contain innovative imagery. The 

iconography of this page was covered to some degree in the discussion of the placement of 

LitlyngtƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘwo (2.4.2), but it merits a fuller exploration with a 

different focus here. 

The borders of fol. 9r are rich with figural illustrations of musical angels, elaborately vested 

clerics, altar servers, heraldry, and monograms (fig. 2.25). The lowest border is widened to 

incorporate four connected vignettes showing a procession of clerics moving from left to right 

(fig. 2.26).  No other English missal referred to throughout this thesis has figural illumination in 

the borders at this typical opening service. Of course, this makes the Litlyngton innovative by 

default, however, it is enlightening to explore themes that run through the iconography of the 

whole opening page and assess reasons for specific choice of subject matter. 

Some elements are more evident than others, for example, the two full-length servers with 

aspergillum and situla in the central margin are repeat motifs relevant to the subject matter 

shown in the initial, a technique used in other folios. Also easy to interpret, at least on one level, 

are the patronal marks and abbey heraldry, which are expressions of identification that are apt 
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 East interpreted the shield as brown cloth ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ 

square shape I can understand how confusion might arise. Were it indeed cloth, then it might be a prayer 

Ƴŀǘ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛŘƻƭΤ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉaganism and the 

devil still stands. 
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at the opening of a deluxe book.76 A canopied procession might seem a stranger choice of 

subject matter as it strongly brings to mind the feast of Corpus Christi.  As noted by Luxford,77 

representations of some ceremonial and liturgical processions contain common iconographic 

elements, however, the procession is most likely to be the Sunday Mass asperges ritual 

connected to the Blessing of the Salt and Water which, like Corpus Christi, moved outside of the 

church building.78 If this were the case, which is logical in terms of the context of the service, 

then the priest under the canopy would be holding the recently blessed holy water although the 

item in his hands looks more like a ciborium or reliquary. Swayed more by image than 

ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ²ƛŎƪƘŀƳ [ŜƎƎΨǎ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ΨtǊƻcession with the 

9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΩΦ79 In either case, I believe that the true importance of the iconography is in the 

portrayal of a liturgical ritual connected to the celebration of Mass.  

The whole essence of a missal is that it encapsulates the liturgy of the Mass and its rituals in a 

continuous yearly cycle. A range of other service books existed for Mass (for example, breviaries, 

sacramentaries, antiphonals, kyriales, lectionaries, graduals, hymnals, and pontificals),80 but they 

worked in conjunction with each other and as subsidiaries to a missal, which itself was a 

compendium of sacramentary, lectionary, and cantatorium.  It is therefore appropriate that 

elements of liturgy and liturgical ritual should be emphasised on the opening page, and 

naturally, if the depicted priest is holding the Eucharist and not Holy Water, it would be a fitting 

ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǎǎŜǎΦ 

There are seven books shown on this opening page, an emphatic visual reference to the 

importance ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƭΦ фǊ 

could be interpreted as visual self-reference, with the one on the lectern which, in order for the 

priest to be performing the ritual that he is enacting, would be open at the very page on which it 

is depicted in the image itself.  It could be posited that the lectern holds the missal being used by 

the celebrant and those books that appear elsewhere on the page are supporting books used by 

others in the Mass. For example, although the Litlyngton Missal includes musical notation on 

occasion it is not a noted missal, and therefore would need the support of a different book (e.g. 

a gradual) for music. Beyond books there are other elements in the iconography which call 
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 {ŜŜ нΦпΦн ŦƻǊ ŦǳƭƭŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ abbey 

arms between the procession roundels in the lower border.  
77

 Wǳƭƛŀƴ aΦ [ǳȄŦƻǊŘΣ ΨA Fifteenth-Century Version of MaǘǘƘŜǿ tŀǊƛǎΩ Procession with the Holy Blood and 

9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ /ŀǊǘƘǳǎƛŀƴ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΩΣ Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 72 (2009), 81-101 

(p.89 and Fig. 10). 
78

 See 2.4.2 and Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts, p. 18. 
79

 MEW, p. xvi. 
80

 Hughes, Medieval Manuscripts, p. 119. 
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attention to the liturgy of the Mass such as the array of liturgical accoutrements: aspergillum, 

situla, processional cross, taper, canopy, ciborium/reliquary, vestments, and an incense boat.  

Another possible pictorial self-reference is the musical angel motif in the borders. Shown playing 

harp, knackers, double pipes, and lute, the instruments could be an allusion to the music 

contained within the book, a common feature of many missals. The implication of angels playing 

the instruments, as opposed to monks or secular musicians, is that the music in the missal is a 

sacred thing, both devoted to God and incurring his blessing. 

 

5.3.2: The Crucifixion 

Depictions of Christ crucified were ubiquitous in every visual art medium in the medieval culture, 

occurring in private and public spaces and multiple times even in one church. In missals, the 

Crucifixion scene was usual and situated opposite the Canon of the Mass as a visual reminder of 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŜǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ performing the 

mystery of the Eucharist. The most standard version of the scene was a central crucified Christ 

with Mary left in the image and John the Evangelist right (see figs. 3.11 and 3.12). This 

immediately recognisable formula was unequivocally the English standard by the time of the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 1383-4, and also remained the template up into the 

Reformation era.81  Although there are numerous examples where the basic three-figure 

arrangement remains unchanged, there are also many cases where variations exist. It is not 

ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǇƛƭƭŜŘ ōƭƻƻŘ όVatican, Bibl. Apost., Pal Lat 501, fol. 122v) 

ƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ aŀǊȅ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ƻǊ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ, as in the early 

Italianate example of Gorleston Psalter (fig. 5.24, BL, MS Add 49622, 1310-1324, fol. 7r). Other 

variations might include the incorporation of the Trinity (Abingdon Missal, 1462, fol. 113v; 

Mirror of the Blessed Life of Christ, c. 1444-65, fol. 118v82) and the inclusion of the sun and the 

moon. Even so, the basic pattern of Jesus central, Mary left, and John the Evangelist right 

remains integral to the image.83 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ όŦƛƎΦ 3.7), the illumination cycle conspicuously 

breaks from the tradition of the three-figure Crucifixion and moves to a more crowded scene 
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 E.g. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Digby 227 (Abingdon Missal), 1462, fol. 113v; Vatican, Bibl. Apost. 

Rossiana 275, fol. 101v; Wayland 1555, STC:16065. An exception is London, Lambeth Palace Library, MS 

209 (Lambeth Apocalypse), c.1260-7209, fol. 51v.  
82

 Edinburgh, National Library of Scotland MS Advocates 18.1.7, c. 1444-65 (Scott cat. 98). 
83

 BL, MS Add 47682 (Holkham Bible), c.1327-40, fols. 32r-33r hold crowded Crucifixion images, but they 

are part of a larger narrative cycle with no Italian stylistic influences. 
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recognised as having been influenced by Italian trecento paintings. As discussed in chapter three 

(3.4.2), one of the most common elements of a scene from this genre is the crowd that 

surrounds Jesus and the high element of narrative incorporated into it. Whereas traditionally 

John and Mary are static and passive witnesses to the death of Christ, in the more complex 

narrative Crucifixions the role balance changes and we, as viewers, become witnesses to an 

event which includes John and Mary as active characters in the scene. Naturally, a more complex 

scene allows for a greater opportunity of iconographic symbolism, meaning, and message, all of 

which are evident in the Litlyngton Missal. 

 As noted, the Litlyngton Crucifixion Master arranged the figures in a triangular arrangement in 

form and colour and created equilibrium using the figure of the crucified Christ as a vertical line 

of symmetry.84 Looking beyond stylistic composition to symbolism and meaning, I believe Christ 

also acts as the symmetrical axis of morality in the Litlyngton image: WŜǎǳǎΩ supporters, the 

ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ όǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŦǘύ ŀǊŜ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƛǊǊƻǊŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊs, 

ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ όǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘύΦ {ǳŎƘ ǊƛƎƛŘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭ via the vertical divider of the cross 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ trecento 

composition and arguably a Litlyngton Missal innovation.  

Many crowded trecento Italian paintings still show John the Evangelist in his traditional position 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ hƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ tŀƻƭƻ ±ŜƴŜȊƛŀƴƻΩǎ Crucifixion 85 (c.1340, fig. 5.25) 

which portrays Mary, left, supported by haloed figures with crowd members behind her, Mary 

aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜ ƪƴŜŜƭǎ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ŦŜŜǘ, and John is to the right of the cross with soldiers 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ DƛƻǘǘƻΩǎ Crucifixion in the Arena Chapel (fig. 5.26) does have John the Evangelist 

with Mary on the left but shows a different haloed figure on the right.86 Another Italian form of 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎΦ DŀŘŘƛΩǎ Crucifixion (fig. 5.27)87 shows 

John to the right again and uses four planes: foreground with Mary, supporters, and gaming 

soldiers; middle ground with horsemen; background showing a continuous line of the crowd; 

and finally, the higher ground of the crucified figures. The Sherborne Missal full page Crucifixion, 

the only other English missal to have an Italianate Crucifixion scene, follows this multi-plane 
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 See 3.4.2. 
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 Paolo Veneziano, Crucifixion, c.1340, tempera on panel, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC. 
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 Giotto, Crucifixion, c.1305, fresco, Arena Chapel, Padua. The haloed figure is identified as Longinus by 

Anna Maria Spiazzi, The Scrovegni Chapel in Padua, trans. by Huw Evans (Milan, 1993), p.36.  
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 Agnolo Gaddi, Crucifixion, c. 1390, tempera on panel, Uffizi Galleries, Florence. 



211 
 

composition (fig. 3.13). In direct contrast to the Litlyngton Missal, in none of the above images is 

symmetry observed in anything but a loose form.88          

In the Litlyngton Missal, the strict left and right division is denoted by no haloed figures being 

present on the right of the image (excepting the angels who fly in symmetry on both sides); only 

ǘǿƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴƛƳōŜŘΣ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƳŜǊƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻƻŘ ǎƛŘŜΩΦ CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ 

the non-haloed crucified man is the GƻƻŘ ƻǊ tŜƴƛǘŜƴǘ ¢ƘƛŜŦ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ Ψ±ŜǊƛƭȅ L ǎŀȅ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜŜΣ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǎƘŀƭǘ ǘƘƻǳ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΩ ό[ǳƪŜ ноΥ поύΦ89 

{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ [ƻƴƎƛƴǳǎ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

leƎŜƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōȅ ±ƻǊŀƎƛƴŜΩǎ The Golden Legend, was a soldier healed of near 

ōƭƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

ƭŀƴŎŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ [ƻƴƎƛƴǳǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ Ƴƻƴƪ ǿƘƻ Ψconverted many to the 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΩΦ90 Longinus points to his eye to call attention to the miracle. In 

early Christianity Longinus had been identified with the centurion who declared that Jesus was 

the Son of God, 91 but here Longinus is unequivocally the figure with the lance. 

Just as the saintly characters to the left of the picture are easily identified by their haloes, so too 

the evil characters to the right of the image are denoted by their headgear and not just the lack 

of haloes. The three figures of a centurion92 and two Jews are shown, respectively, with an 

elŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƘŀǘΣ ŀ WŜǿΩǎ Ƙood with flap, and a funnel hat, part hidden by the 

encroaching border. It seems likely, due to the elegant headwear and clothing, that the 

centurion holding a speech scroll declaring Christ as Son of God, is the high-ranking officer 

Petronius responsible for the Crucifixion.93 In symmetrical balance to the other side, the only 

two figures that are without headwear are the opposite entities to the Good Thief and Longinus: 

the Bad Thief and Stephaton. 

According to Luke 23: 39, the Bad Thief mocked Christ saying ΨIf thou be Christ, save thyself and 

ǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ{ƛ Ŧƛƭƛǳǎ ŘŜƛ ŜǎΤ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛǘ όǎƛŎύ ŘŜŎǊǳŎŜΩ 
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 New York, Public Library MA 020 is an English Missal c.1400-1415 with a Crucifixion miniature (fol. 17v 

bound in later and possibly not original) which is a scaled down version of the Italian crowd scenes but is 

of symmetrical composition. Mary ǎǿƻƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀ ǊƻōŜŘ WŜǿ ŀƴŘ 

soldier with lance (Longinus?) look up to Jesus. There is an angel on either side of Jesus but no thieves, nor 

other crowd members: image accessed <http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47da-e406-a3d9-

e040-e00a18064a99> [accessed 20/06/13] 
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 !ƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘ 5ƛǎƳŀǎΦ Lƴ DƛƻǘǘƻΩǎ Crucifixion, c.1330, Louvre, Paris, Dismas has a halo. 
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 Voragine, Selections, p. 102. 
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 David Farmer, Oxford Dictionary of Saints, 5th edn. (Oxford, 2011), p. 274. 
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 My thanks to Dr Scot McKendrick for his identification of the centurion. 
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 Gospel of Peter, Fragment 1: v.31 trans. by M. R. James, The Apocryphal New Testament (Oxford, 1924), 

p. 92. 
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(if you are the son of God, came [sic] down from the cross).94 Beneath the Bad Thief, Stephaton 

holds up the vinegar on the sponge for Christ to drink. Like Longinus, the legend of Stephaton as 

a Jewish tormentor comes as a later development. Strickland stated that he is a stark example of 

a pejorative image of Jews.95 Without headgear to proclaim him as Jewish, it is possible to 

ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǳƎƭƛƴŜǎǎΩΦ ¢ƘƛŎƪ ƭƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƴƻǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

portrayal of Jews96 and an extension of the perception that ugliness and disease were outward 

signs of evil and corruption, as mentioned in Leviticus.97 The Litlyngton Stephaton has a pig-like 

snout nose98 and he is shown in deliberately ungainly unorthodoxy with an upside-down face: 

iƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŜǉǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǿǊƻƴƎƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŀǊǘΦ99 Stephaton shown of diminutive 

stature is typical of the portrayal of the, literally, baser nature of villains. 

Even the bucket holding gall and vinegar that Stephaton carries, is compositionally and 

metaphorically balanced by the goodness of the chalice holding the sacred blood of Christ. As a 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ {ǘŜǇƘŀǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƴǘ ŀǊƳΦ bƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ǘƻƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳn is on the side of the righteous as the 

bringer of light, whereas the moon, indicator of literal and metaphorical darkness, is with the 

other evil elements. Only Christ and the angels are not bounded by the division of good and evil 

that otherwise confines the iconography of the miniature; as saviour, his arms spread wide to 

encompass the wrongdoings of all mankind and therefore cross onto the dark side of the image. 

The marked division of right and wrong that occurs in the Litlyngton Missal might appear 

oŎŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ Ψ±ŜǊŜ Ŧƛƭƛǳǎ ŘŜƛΥ ŜǊŀǘ ƛǎǘŜΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

divinity would seem to venerate Christ and yet is shown on the side of sinners. The phrase is 

ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ нтΥрпΥ Ψ{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƪŜpt guard over Jesus with 

him, when they perceived the earthquake and all that befell, were overcome with fear; Truly this 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦΩ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

through fear, not belief; they are the embodiment of the fickleness of the crowds who had 

ƘŀƛƭŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƻƴ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŎǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
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 Mellinkoff, p. 66.  
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 This snout nose is also used for Stephaton and an accomplice in the Crucifixion miniature for the 

Casanatense Missal, Avignon, c.1400, the miniature and a miniature of the Majesty are on a bifolio 

separated from the missal, and held by HM the Queen at Windsor Castle, The Royal Collection, Royal 

Library 25.009-10. 
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luxury of tƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴΩǎ Ŏƭƻŀƪ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƳ ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ !ƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎΥ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ aŀǊȅΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

cloak is an indication of her worth and virtue, whereas on the side of wrong the luxury of the 

cloth is an indication of vanity and misdirected wealth.  

Naturally, due to forced lack of comparison it is difficult to evaluate this Crucifixion scene in 

terms of contemporary English manuscripts. As mentioned, the Sherborne is the only other 

English missal of any date to contain a comparable scene although some smaller versions exist in 

other English manuscripts of dates later than the Litlyngton: most notably in the Mirror of the 

Blessed Life of Christ,100  in Edinburgh, an unpainted half page miniature in MS Bodley 758101 and 

the Hours of Elizabeth the Queen.102 The Crucifixion page of the Northern French Casanatense 

Missal also shows trecento influence, but it bears a greater resemblance to the SherborneΩǎ 

Crucifixion than the LitlyngtonΩǎ όŦƛƎΦ рΦнуύ.103 Once again, useful parallels can be drawn with 

Italian art. 

Comparison illustrates that the three crucified figures are not uniformly present in the crowded 

Crucifixion scenes; even in the Italian frescoes Jesus is often shown as the only crucified figure.104 

However, when the two thieves are present only Jesus is shown as being nailed to the cross; 

probably the reasoning for this is that Jesus is distinguished as a special sacrifice and the wounds 

inflicted by nails are reserved as specific to him. Also remarkable is that the Litlyngton Missal is 

conspicuous in not having Mary Magdalene as at the foot of the cross. In the majority of trecento 

Italian paintings and frescoes and the few English manuscript versions of the Italianate 

Crucifixion (except the Hours of Elizabeth), Mary Magdalene ƪƴŜŜƭǎ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ŦŜŜǘ. The 

motive behind her non-inclusion in the Litlyngton Missal could reasonably be a matter of 

compositional balance. The Litlyngton Crucifixion miniature is rigidly symmetrical and the 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ 

counterpart for her on the Bad side. It could also have been a decision based on the desire to not 

ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴce in the image. Even John the Evangelist, 

                                                           
100

 See n. 82. 
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  Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Bodley 758, 1405, fol. 1(Scott cat 17). 
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 BL, MS Add 50001 (The Hours of Elizabeth the Queen), c.1420-30, fol. 22r. This does have the division 

between good and bad characters, but omits Longinus, Stephaton, the two thieves, and angels. It also 
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 ¢ƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ DƛƻǘǘƻΩǎ Crucifixion ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ƴƻǊ ƛƴ CǊŀ !ƴƎŜƭƛŎƻΩǎ 

panel painting: Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Accession Number: 43.98.5.  They also are absent 

from the late fourteenth century Despenser Retable in Norwich Cathedral. 
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equal to the Virgin in so many traditional portrayals, is cast into relative background as he 

catches the Virgin as she sags in her immense grief.  

 

5.3.3: The Crucifixion Borders 

Mary and John are shown in their traditional poses on either side of the cross in the Deposition, 

one of the border scenes by the Sanctorale Artist which surround the central miniature. As well 

as knots, evangelist symbols, ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩs 

Passion. Like the Crucifixion image, scenes of the Passion are present in manuscript art from 

early times and in various genres of book. One leaf from the twelfth century Eadwine Psalter 

Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ105 Similarly, almost a century later in another 

ǇǎŀƭǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛȄ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ǇŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ (Cambridge, 

Trinity B.11.4, fols. 8v-9r). Generally starting with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem and ending 

with the entombment, scenes from ChrƛǎǘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ 

offices of the day in books of hours.106 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƳƛǎǎŀƭǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 

shown, although a rare set of eight full page miniatures precede the Mass in Henry of Chichester 

Missals aƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΩ tŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ107 William Marx noted the Henry of 

Chichester cycle in his exploration of the iconography of the Sherbrooke Missal and perceptively 

ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ, and sacrifice 

in the lead up to the moment of the Canon of the Mass.108 In the Litlyngton Missal, the 

positioning of the Passion scenes around the Crucifixion and facing the Canon takes this 

heightened remembrance of redemption further. 

Common as Passion scenes were in all forms of art, finding them surrounding the illustration of 

the Crucifixion in a missal seems to be an occurrence unique to the Litlyngton Missal.109 The 

eight scenes are: The Betrayal and Arrest, Christ before Pilate, Flagellation, Road to Calvary, 

Nailing to the Cross, Deposition, Entombment, and Resurrection.  In what is too neat not to be 

design, the eight scenes are those used to demarcate the Hours of the Cross as they appear in 

medieval books of hours; the Crucifixion would normally come between the Nailing to the Cross 

and the Deposition, but here is the central miniature, therefore the Passion scenes have been 
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extended by one to include the triumphant conclusion of the Resurrection.110 The pictorial 

inclusion of the monastic daily offices in a book designed to hold every Mass of the year for a 

Benedictine house creates a unity of the monastic medieval liturgy on this one page. It also 

connects this Crucifixion page even more strongly to the complex narrative of Italian frescos that 

Sandler noted with respect to this folio.111 

As well as the Passion scenes, the borders of the Litlyngton Missal hold the more traditional 

creatures of the apocalypse at the corners. The winged man for Matthew is recognisable as the 

work of the Sanctorale Artist, while the ox, eagle, and lion of the other Evangelists are very poor 

renditions that sit in awkward juxtaposition with the skill of the miniature. Centrally in the top 

ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀōƻǾŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨtŜƭƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ tƛŜǘȅΩ ǇŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ǘo nourish 

her young with her own blood. The Eucharistic symbolism was traditional and a clear reference 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘΦ !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

pelican is clumsy in comparison to the surrounding figures, but there is a clever allusion to 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻǊǎŜ, represented directly below, through the green wreathed brim of her 

nest (fig. 5.29).112  

!ǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

cycle. The precocious use of a newer art style for the central image creates a departure point 

from missals preceding it, added to which, the novel use of the accepted images of Hours of the 

Cross places it as a pioneer work of manuscript art. An extra element of innovation comes from 

the rigid moral symmetry not copied from Italian models. The strong narrative thread courses 

over the page and intensifies the symbolism of the liturgical sacrifice embodied in the images of 

the climatic events of Holy Week. 

 

  5.3.4: The Penwork Initials 

Just as innovative are the nine penwork initials that sit so strangely with the other facets of the 

[ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎȅŎƭŜΦ Such uncoloured, zoomorphic drawings are not present in any 

of the other missals or manuscripts of this study and, despite the skill of the draughtsman, could 

seem out of place in a deluxe painted manuscript. The subject matter of the penwork initials is 

Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƻŘŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ 

many liturgical manuscripts, the Litlyngton Missal does not incorporate secular or irrelevant 
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pictorial imagery into its initials, borders, ƻǊ ōŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǎΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

nine penwork letters, only two have a religious subject matter which probably means that their 

occurrence is coincidental.  The text which each of the zoomorphic letters introduces seems to 

bear no relation to the initials in all but two, possibly three, cases. Nor is there a relationship 

between the letter formed and what elements are twisted to form it, except in one case.   

The one exception is the first in the sequence, which is also one of the two to have a religious 

theme: F for St Francis (fol. 208r, fig. 5.30). The letter is created from a tonsured, habited figure 

and two birds. The man is St Francis of Assisi, recognisable by his stigmata, his habit, and that he 

converses with two birds: a direct reference to his famous sermon to the birds.113 In his right 

hand he holds a long cross while his left is raised towards a large fowl perched on a tree with 

ōŜŀƪ ƻǇŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ŦŀŎŜΦ  .ƻǘƘ ōƛǊŘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ 

ōƻŘȅ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴ ǎǘǊƻƪŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǊŜŀŘǎ ΨCƛǊƳŜǘǳǊ Ƴŀƴǳǎ ǘǳŀ Ŝǘ ŜȄŀƭǘŜǘǳǊ ŘŜȄǘŜǊŀ ǘǳŀΩ 

(Let they hand be strengthened and thy right hand be exalted). There is a connection of word 

ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƘŀƴŘΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ǘŜƴǳƻǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ 

The other initial with religious subject matter is on fol. 217v (fig. 5.31). The letter P is unrelated 

to the subject matter of the letter which is a narrative zoomorphic vignette of some ingenuity 

showing the Sacrifice of Isaac. The stem of the P is formed by Abraham, whose left hand is raised 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΦ LǎŀŀŎΩǎ ŘƛƳƛƴǳǘƛǾŜ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊ ŎǳǊǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

tΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

carefully crafted draperies of both figures. Isaac, vulnerable in his smallness, twists his head 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƭŀŘŜ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ 

sword extends over his shoulder where it is held at the tip by a tiny angel. The angel positioned 

thus acts as the serif of the P. Even the substitute sacrifice of a sheep, not a ram, has been 

ŎƭŜǾŜǊƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ōŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΤ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

sheep elsewhere would have muddied the clean lines on the P detrimentally. Abraham has a 

look of grim determination, whereas Isaac looks wide-eyed and afraid. 

Tudor-CraiƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŀǎ Ψŀ bearded ancient, seated, with his feet upon a recumbent 

ōŜŀǎǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƛƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǿŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŀƴǘ ƳƻƴƪΦΩ114 To her, the 

ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t ŦƻǊ ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

monarchy for protection. I cannot agree with this reading of the image, but, like her, I do think 

that the connection between the text and image iǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊ ƴƻǎǘŜǊ ŀǎǇƛŎŜ ŘŜǳǎ Ŝǘ ǊŜǎǇƛŎŜ 

ƛƴ ŦŀŎƛŜƳ ŎƘǊƛǎǘƛ ǘǳƛΩ ό.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ h DƻŘ ƻǳǊ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴŜ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘύΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨtǊƻŎǘŜŎǘƻǊΩΣ ŀǎ DƻŘΣ 

through the angelΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊ ƴƻǎǘǊŀΩ ƻŦ 

this scene.   

However, the most assured connection between text and image comes in the last initial (fol. 

218v, fig. 3.29). A frontal view of a king shows him either erect or recumbent, in robes, tippet, 

and crown with sceptre in gloved right hand. The choice of a king here is fitting beyond the fact 

that it is in the coronation order. The text includes the word rexΥ ΨLƴǘŜƴŘŜ ǾƻŎƛ ƻǊŀŎƛƻƴƛǎ ƳŜŜ ǊŜȄ 

meus et deus meus quoniam ad te orabo domineΩ (Lord, pay heed to my prayers when I cry unto 

thee my king and my God). Although the king in the text is God, the reference to king and being 

heard is apt at this point as an imprecation to a new king to heed the needs of his subjects.115 

Five of the remaining six penwork initials are formed by morphing one or more animals into 

letter forms. Swans, eels, bears, and goats are inventively manipulated and contorted to 

intriguing visual effect but with no real meaning (fig. 3.27). Examining the characteristics 

afforded to these animals in medieval bestiaries sheds no light on why they might have been 

chosen beyond expediency of letter configuration.116 

Perhaps the most curious penwork letter is the most overtly secular one. The initial on fol. 217v 

(fig. 3.28) is a hairy wildman or wodewose, a stock character from medieval imagery and 

romances.117 The down stroke of the D is formed by the standing figure of a hirsute man against 

a tree trunk and the curve is formed by the body of a lion. The two are conneŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ 

tail (below) and the branch of the tree (above). Although St Jerome was often depicted as 

unkempt, with a long beard, and accompanied by a lion,  the figure in the initial cannot be 

interpreted as him. Firstly, the man is hairy all over Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǊƻƳŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŀǊŘ 

ŀƴŘ ǘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŜƎ 

bone, a common attribute of the wodewose.118 As creatures of the wilderness, hairy wildmen 
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 E.g. In  Hugh de Fouilloy, De Avibus, trans. by Willene Clark (1923), p. 266, swans (used three times) are 
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were often portrayed as either accompanied by wild beasts, or battling with them.119 Jerome 

was befriended by a lion when he removed a thorn from its paw; the portrayal of which action 

would have been within the scope of the artist without having to change the composition much 

at all. Thus, it is a wild mythical creature, rather than a penitent saint, who leads the prayer 

Ψ5ƛǊƛƎŀǘǳǊ ƻǊŀŎƛƻ ƳŜŀ ǎƛŎǳǘ ƛƴŎŜƴǎǳƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǇŜŎǘǳ ǘǳƻ ŘƻƳƛƴŜΩ ό[Ŝǘ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ 

sight like incense, O Lord). 

Such unconnected text and image in this section almost certainly occurs due to the penwork 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΦ Lƴ 

returning to their work we encounter the final thread of iconography examined in this chapter, 

and it is fitting that it should be a theme that we have encountered strongly in many aspects of 

exploring the Litlyngton Missal: its strong and specific connection to Westminster Abbey. 

 

5.4: ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ LŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 

 

5.4.1: Saints, Relics, and the Holy Cross 

Tudor-Craig briefly explored possible connections between ten initials in the Litlyngton Missal 

and other art from the abbey. She made insightful observations, some arguments and 

interpretations being more persuasive than others,120 and provided a fascinating main concept 

ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ the shrine of Edward the Confessor.  

The two initials portraying Edward the Confessor (fols. 225v and 277v, discussed in 2.2.1) are 

examples of iconographic connections to Westminster in the Litlyngton Missal that are more 

obviously discernible than others. These two feasts are not usually afforded high visual honours 

in other missals, even from London.121 However, there are some initials that are not as 

immediately distinguishable as being linked to the abbey, such as the feast of the Conception of 

ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ Again, both are discussed in chapter 
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ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ ƻǊōǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƛƎƛŜǎ 

of the kings in Westminster Abbey did not include orbs by the time of thŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
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two, with the former being related to Osbert of Clare and the latter having an accentuated 

reference to the Ascension Mount footprint that was brought as a holy relic to the abbey in 

IŜƴǊȅ LLLΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΦ122 

Although Tudor-Craig did not discuss the footprint sƘŜ ŘƛŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 

relics compiled by Flete and an inventory from 1520,123 Tudor-Craig credibly identified what the 

five reliquaries portrayed in the initial for the Feast of the Relics (fol. 254r, fig. 5.32). She noted 

that the 1520 inventory lists the relics in order of importance and that the five pieces in the 

initial are amongst the greatest treasures. Her compelling interpretation is that they are the relic 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ .ƭƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ {{ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ, 

and, through the crowned head reliquary, a reference to Edward the Confessor.124 She also 

made the connection between this initial and the similar one (previously noted by Sandler) in 

C/Trinity B.11.3.125 However, neither Sandler nor Tudor-Craig remarked on the interesting fact 

that the C/Trinity B.11.3 initial contains a cloth belt or girdle, which is conspicuous by its absence 

from the rŜƭƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Lƴ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ ƎƛǊŘƭŜ όŦƛƎΦ 

5.33), the fourth item on the 1520 list, superseded only by the Precious Blood, the footprint of 

Christ, and a part of the Holy Cross.126 

It is also worth highlighting that the initialΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ with representations of individual 

reliquaries is, in itself, unusual. That a similar composition appears in C/Trinity B.11.3 is a 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ that the 

iconography was widely dispersed. That it included the girdle is a further link to Westminster 

Abbey. More usual at this feast was one trapezoid reliquary (Abingdon Missal, fol. 129v, fig. 5.34, 

Sherborne Missal, fol. 562). 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (fol. 270v, fig. 5.35) was also explored by Tudor-

Craig in possible relation to relics. This initial is arresting in its strangeness. A crucifix upon an 

altar, with lighted candles to either side of it, bears the figure of Christ, but he is clothed; he 

wears a long-sleeved robe extending down to his shins and is crowned. What is further 

remarkable is the extraordinary and intentional rigidity of the garment that has no hint of fold or 

even a slight curve to represent the body underneath. Also particular is that Christ, whilst having 

nails through his hands, is not nailed by his feet to the cross. Although his feet show nail-entry 
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 See chapter two. 
123

 FHWA, pp. 73-75 and Westlake, II, Appendix Four: An Inventory of Relics, November 10th, 1520, p. 499. 
124

 Tudor-Craig, p. 109. 
125

 GM, II p. 171. 
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 See chapter two.  
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ǿƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǎŀƎǎ 

slightly to the left and the eyes on the well-painted face are closed. A gold, crossed nimbus 

behind his head prevents us from knowing whether the cross is tau or not, but the arms of the 

cross are unusually rounded at the ends. 

TudorςCraig suggested that the cross may have been a reliquary, possibly one donated by 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊƻōŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ 

within the abbey.127 Such a proposal has much to commend it, particularly given the nature of 

the feast. However, the inventories that she used make specific mention of the vessels of the 

ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭƛŎǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ .ƭƻƻŘΥ Ψ! /ǳǇǇŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘŜ ǿƛǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ 

ƻŦŦ ƻǿǊŜ ƭƻǊŘŜΩΤ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΩǎ ƎƛǊŘƭŜΣ Ψŀ ƭƻƴƎ /ƻŦŦǊŜ ƻŦ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǿǊŜ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ Ǝȅrdyll wt ij 

Ŏŀǎȅǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎȅƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƛǊŘƭŜΦΩ128  Yet ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳŜ /ǊƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ мрнл ƭƛǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ Ψŀ 

ƎǊŜǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎǊƻǎǎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛǉǳŀǊȅΦ129 

 It is more likely that a cross with such specific points of difference to the norm is better 

explained by its having been copied from a specific model or conforming to a set type. In form it 

bears strong similarities to the famed Volto Santo crucifix of Lucca, which is processed on the 

feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (fig. 5.36: Amico Aspertini, Volto Santo, fresco, 1508, San 

Frediano, Lucca ). The crown, rigid ankle-length robe, free-standing feet, and the rounded arms 

of ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ with the Litlyngton image. Even the 

branches of the letter N that curve around the image emulate the distinctive circle of the Volto 

Santo. As Tudor-Craig stated, such crucifixes belonged to an earlier period. The Volto Santo, 

dates from the eighth century and was a popular pilgrimage destination and a stopping place on 

the way to Rome, hence the fame of the crucifix spread. Manuscript images of the cross exist, 

contemporary to the Litlyngton Missal, as do books dedicated to its legend130 and various copies 

of the cross were made.131 The Litlyngton initial is liable to be a copy of one of these, feasibly 

one specific to Westminster, but quite as possibly a traditional type used on this feast day.132 
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 Tudor-Craig, p. 111-3. 
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 Westlake, p. 499. 
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 Westlake, p. 499. 
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 Rome, Vatican City, BAV, MS Pal. Lat. 1988 (Legende du Saint-Voult), f. 31r has an image of the cross. 
131

 Hilary MaŘŘƻŎƪǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ wŀǇƻƴŘƛΣ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǘƻ {ŀƴǘƻ Řƛ [ǳŎŎŀΣ ŀƴŘ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŎŀΦ мпллΩΣ 

in Patrons, Authors and Workshops: Books and Book Production in Paris Around 1400, ed. by Godfried 

Croenen and Peter F. Ainsworth (Leuven, 2006), p. 91-122 (p. 113). 
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 The Sherborne Missal has a young woman in fur-lined cloak holding a bare cross (p. 548); the Carmelite 

Missal has a scene with Emperor Heraclitus and his army (f. 140r). 
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5.4.1: ! aƻƴƪΩǎ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ 

It seems apt that discussion on the iconography of the Litlyngton Missal generally, and images 

connected to Westminster specifically, should end with the last image of the book. A funeral 

Mass begins on fol. 326r, more correctly a funeral ΨǇǊƻ ŦǊŀǘǊŜ ŘŜŦǳƴŎǘƻΩΣ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ 

monk, and therefore, by extension, for a dead monk of Westminster Abbey. Blocks of black paint 

in stark contrast to gold leaf make this a powerful image. A catafalque draped with golden cloth 

bears a candle in a golden holder (fig. 5.38). Four larger gold candle sticks and tapers stand in 

front of the bier. Behind the bier four black cowled monks are shown in profile in left to right 

procession. Processional movement is evoked by the lead monk passing out of the frame and the 

rear monk moving into it.  The serifs of the R are elongated so as to include border space within 

the letter frame. In this created space are two caped monks, who share a book with clearly 

definable musical notation; the impression is that they are singing over the body of their dead 

brother.   

The borders extend the funeral to the outer edges of the page where between the ornate 

fretwork and foliage lay mourners are depicted in three corners: two men and a woman are 

dressed in black and show gestures of sorrow (fig. 5.37). The left and right borders have 

reflected scenes of two monks, dressed in black habits, facing inwards, and standing before a 

lectern on which is an open book (fig.4.15). The depiction of monks in black, their normal habits, 

brings to mind that throughout the missal, the brethren have never been portrayed thus, with 

thŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ133  

 

 This last illustrated page (fig. 5.39) works in conjunction as a closing counterbalance to the 

opening images on the first page, fol. 9r (fig. 2.25).  For their different reasons, both pages show 

a procession of monks and the world beyond the cloisters is perceived through the inclusion of 

lay figures. On fol. 9r the lay figures are the destination point for the procession and assert the 

ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻnship with the outer world of Westminster town and London, and on the funeral 

page, they are a reminder of the families and connections of the monks outside the abbey. Also, 

books are an important aspect of the iconography; on both pages, each of the pairs of monk has 

a book to share. Not as grandly glorious as the opening page, which would perhaps not be 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƴƪΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

illumination is another visual self-image of the monks of Westminster and the books that form a 

part of their existence. 
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5.5: Conclusion  
 

By the very nature of its extent, the pictorial cycle of the Litlyngton Missal sets it markedly apart 

from and above all but two other English missals at least one hundred years either side of its 

production. It is fair to conclude that judging by what remains of the Carmelite Missal, in its 

original form it probably would have contained at least as many historiated initials as the 

Litlyngton Missal, but even so it would still noǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǎ ȅŜǘ 

unnumbered images. Yet, it should be remembered that the Litlyngton Missal predates both 

these other great missals by an estimated twelve to fourteen years. This predating is significant 

as although the Litlyngton Missal may not necessarily have been a catalyst for the Sherborne 

Missal and Carmelite Missal, it is not unreasonable to conclude that the knowledge of a new 

large and extensively illuminated missal with Italianate miniature in Westminster Abbey might 

not have had an affect on later productions in other religious houses. Certainly the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŜŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ /κ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ .ΦммΦо ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ came ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀ 

model.  

The wider comparative study and then closer analysis of the pictorial cycle of the Litlyngton 

Missal reveals that within the traditional programme of missal illustration there was ample room 

for experimentation and expansion. This comes not only through the obvious approach of 

expanding the range of images, innovative in itself, but also through moulding existing 

conventions of subject matter so that the iconography becomes innovative in the effects that it 

creates. Examples of changes of focus or mood in scenes with standardised iconographic forms, 

like the Nativity, are present throughout the missal alongside images that are wholly 

conservative and unremarkable in character, such as Mary Magdalene.  On some occasions, 

atypical features within typical iconography have, I believe, been executed to convey a universal 

message, such as the depiction of an apostolic saint on the threshold of heaven as opposed to 

between two trees; or MicƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊƻǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ 

the heraldry of the Resurrection. On other occasions, the imagery has evidently been managed 

expressly to communicate meaning that is specific to Westminster Abbey and the monks of that 

ƘƻǳǎŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 

messages, so too the inclusion of certain rare images for English missals (St Peter in Cathedra) or 

the adaptation of more traditional iconography (Ascension) demonstrates the importance of 

iconography as a messenger in relaying deeper meaning that is associated explicitly with 

Westminster. 



223 
 

Pure innovation in iconography is not very frequent. ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƴǿƻǊƪ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

order appear to be pioneering simply in their unusual nature without deeper iconographic 

message. Only incidentally are they contextual, and their true significance is that they adorn an 

occasion of utmost significance to the Benedictine house at Westminster. Whether the function 

of these penwork initials exceeds adornment is not immediately perceived. 

By contrast, the innovative iconography of the Crucifixion page and the Exorcism of Salt and 

Water is loaded with implications. The Crucifixion, rightfully renowned as a pioneering example 

of a separate painting in a manuscript, is highly influenced by Italian advances in art, 

revolutionary in their own right. Furthermore, the page holds innovation in rigid symmetry and 

its borders, which have hitherto been overlooked in favour of the main attraction of the larger 

image. Familiar Passion images unfamiliarly placed to form the eight Hours of the Cross around 

the pivotal Crucifixion image create a visual encapsulation of the monastic day of prayer. 

 The importance of the liturgy, and the visual representation of it, also guides the original subject 

matter chosen for the opening page of the missal on fol. 9r: the Exorcism of Salt and Water. The 

appearance of high liturgical ritual with an emphasis on books on the opening page of a book 

concerned with high liturgical ritual is an inventive, nuanced, self-representational technique 

ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
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Conclusion  

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎence is conspicuous and intentionally manifest in the Litlyngton Missal, 

inextricably linking the book to the patron. The biographical picture of him compiled in this study 

has presented a figure whose characteristics impacted upon his role as abbot of Westminster. This 

greater understanding of the man provides an expanded comprehension of his activities as patron, 

promoter, and strong leader of Westminster Abbey, thus elucidating an interpretation of the 

missal and the intentions projected onto it. LitlyngǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

numerous, generous, often bore his patronal devices, ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ 

reputation or wealth. The missal fits into this pattern of gift-giving.  

One of the aims of this thesis has been to discover in which ways a patron might use a book to 

convey particular messages, and an examination of the patronal marks has been revealing. The 

ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴƛŦƻƭŘΥ ǘƘŜȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 

remembrance and prayers, and denote him as pious patron of the arts. Deeper analysis of the 

nature and location of their use has given fresh insights into our understanding of how, more 

exactly, the missal might reflect his patronal intent and agency.  

Litlyngton was selective about how he was represented, with his devices signalling the importance 

he placed on his own lineage or at least his close connection to nobility; this quality is consistent 

with his self-projection in other acts of benefaction. His arms never appear in conjunction with a 

mitred figure, nor at any other point is there a figural representation of him, therefore, although 

unequivocally present, he is never physically portrayed in the missal.1  Thus, a distinction presents 

ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ as Nicholas Litlyngton, the individual, and occasions when 

representations of mitred figures are symbolic of the office of the abbot of Westminster. This is 

most obvious on the pages connected to the royal ceremonies. The exceptional inclusion of the 

royal ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ƴŀǎǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ōȅ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

the kings of England. This point is further emphasised by the revised text of the coronation order 

holding heightened references to the abbey and abbot and in which Litlyngton had an authorial 

ƘŀƴŘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōōŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ  [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴation, and the melding of the two in the bottom border of the 
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 Unlike the Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 79 Pontifical and the Sherborne Missal, both from just 

around 15-20 years later. 
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opening page (fol. 9r), accords with the belief that aspects of monastic art patronage are 

communal, not simply personal to the giver.2  

Indeed, patron and place are often intertwined and this study has highlighted the extent to which 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅ ǇŜǊƳŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳƳǇǘǳƻǳǎƭȅ 

decorated pages are those directly linked to Westminster and the frequent affiliation of Litlyngton 

to the feasts of greater consequence to the abbey demonstrates pride in his house and a desire to 

further promote it. This intention to enhance the house, and in so doing reciprocally extend the 

glory and status of its abbot, is, aƎŀƛƴΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ŀǎ 

builder, benefactor, and protector.  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ƻƴŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

devotion to Mary, in part denoted by his devices on certain of her feast days and certainly in 

accordance with other of his benefactions, such as his crosier and the two folding painted panels. 

Perhaps the most interesting example of Marian devotion in the missal is the unintentional 

testimony left by damaging ƭƛǇǎΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ own, as they kissed the image of Mary at her 

Assumption. Just as the differencing marks of fleur- de-lis ƻƴ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

be read as a sign of his exaltation of Mary, so too the iconography of the missal, even on pages 

where his devices do not occur, centralises attention onto her. The eye contact between the Virgin 

aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 

example of an intentional deviation from the norm.  A conventional scene has been taken and 

adapted to fit the exigencies of the Litlyngton Missal, showing yet another way of imparting 

patronal message. 

Another main conclusion of this study is that the art in the missal is an amalgamation of tradition 

and innovation in artistic styles and iconography. The Litlyngton MissalΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ 

departure from the conventions discernible in other English missals is essentially a matter of the 

degree to which it has been decorated, rather than the subject matter of the images that adorn it. 

However, the analysis has shown that there is more innovation in the illustration of the missal 

than it has previously been given credit for and that there is often a deeper purpose to images 

beyond marking feast days. Throughout the book there are moments of innovation within 

ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΥ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 

broadens the message of the iconography and relates to the text of the coronation order. 

Similarly, the mainly traditional depiction of an apostolic saint atypically shown on the threshold of 

heaven, as opposed to by trees, alters and intensifies its message. Judging the iconography of the 

                                                           
2
 Luxford, Art and Architecture, p. 51. 
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missal on the quality of artistic technique and style alone misses the intelligence behind instances 

where traditional iconography has been amended or enhanced to intensify mood and message. 

The missal does contain some originality in artistic style; the previously rather overlooked 

zoomorphic penwork initials seem to be an exclusive inclusion in English missals. Even so, the 

famed Crucifixion miniature justly remains the best example of innovative illumination. Yet, 

looking beyond the show-stealing originality of the Italianate miniature, the less well-executed 

border scenes of the Passion hold their own innovative significance. The ubiquity of Passion scenes 

in medieval art masks their unique extant inclusion around the Crucifixion in an English missal and 

occludes their significance there. The scenes form the eight divine offices of the monastic day of 

prayer.  Thus, crucially, the liturgy of a monastic day is pictorially expressed in an ingenious 

combination of iconography from Books of Hours and the Canon of the Mass. Thus, this page 

alone could function as an independent devotional image as well as being an axiomatic part of a 

larger iconographic cycle.  

A comparative study with other English missals leads to the conclusion that, at least as far as 

surviving manuscripts allows a realistic judgement, the Litlyngton Missal is a pioneering work: 

through its size, sheer quantity of figural illumination, and employment of a separately 

commissioned sophisticated full page miniature influenced by the Italian trecento. These qualities 

were to be enhanced in the Sherborne Missal where the art is of an incomparably higher standard. 

Also the Carmelite Missal, in its undamaged state, would probably have exceeded both the size of 

the Litlyngton and the number of illustrations found therein. However, the Litlyngton Missal 

predates the illumination of these other works by more than a decade and it is feasible that the 

existence of the Westminster book, with its extensive illumination cycle and Italianate miniature, 

might affect later productions in other religious houses.  

The relationship between word and image is varied. The comparison of the Litlyngton Missal with 

other surviving illuminated service books reveals that the subject matter of the figural 

illuminations of the feast days is broadly traditional, and as such the connections between the 

ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

production. These traditional images themselves vary in the degree to which they relate to the 

ǘŜȄǘΥ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ words of his nativity but very often by an 

image of him as an adult in the wilderness. Conversely, at the Vigil of an Apostle, images usually 

ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ƻƭƛǾŜΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

introit to that Mass. However, on the few occasions where the iconography of the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ 

images appear to have a far closer link to the text.  
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Within the context of the wider visual culture generally, it is natural to consider the Litlyngton 

aƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ in terms of its Crucifixion miniature. It stands out as one of the early surviving 

examples of English art, in any medium, to display the rise of new styles in art originating from the 

Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ 

production is significant. Westminster Abbey, through its proximity to London and the royal court 

at Westminster, was excellently placed to absorb and stimulate forms of artistic innovation.  

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŀ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 

ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Litlyngton MiǎǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǊǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ōǳǘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ 

emulate. Various initials in Cambridge, Trinity College B.11.3 are directly copied from the 

Litlyngton Missal. The royal ceremonies also have their own wider artistic influence with the 

ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴ Ŧƻƭƛƻǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ tŀƳǇƭƻƴŀ aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

based. That at least the funeral image in the Pamplona Manuscript is decidedly more sophisticated 

and accomplished than its model is an excellent legacy. 

An ultimate conclusion, based on the evidence from the different strands of investigation 

incorporated into this study, is that the Litlyngton Missal was conceived as a vehicle for Nicholas 

Litlyngton to commemorate and celebrate his life at Westminster. In 1383/4 Litlyngton was an 

elderly man who had spent his entire adult life as a Benedictine in the service of Westminster 

Abbey. As well as having the daily monastic offices held on the one page of the Crucifixion, the 

Litlyngton Missal, as a book, holds the complete annual cycle of worship specific to Westminster. 

This cycle is glorified through meaningful images and glittering decorative borders, all of which 

could be perceived as an encapsulation of the years that Litlyngton passed in performing the 

ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΦ !ŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ 

ceremonies, which he had not only helped to create, but each of which he had attended as 

officiating abbot. Finally, the missal undoubtedly reflects devotion to Mary and promotion of 

Westminster Abbey: two strands that are present in so many aspects of his life and evident even in 

his epitaph. Seen in this way, the Litlyngton Missal, more than being an expedient suffrage for 

prayers after his approaching death, represents the life he devoted to Westminster Abbey in a 

book that he then donated to the very same institution.  
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Appendix A:  
Description of the Litlyngton Missal  

Collation and Binding 

Bound in two volumes in 1806 by John Bohn under Dean Vincent.1  

341 original leaves and 5 modern from rebinding.2  

Volume 1: 157 leaves of vellum including 3 blank leaves which are more modern. 

Volume 2: 189 leaves including 2 blank leaves which are more modern and one leaf (157*v) 

which is the crucifixion page. 157*v is blank on recto and full page miniature on the verso. 

Formula: 

(* *) 16    2-198  204  (*)    - -  (*)(*) 214  22-268  274   28-298  304  31-438  444  458  462 (*) 

    

 Volume 1     Volume 2 

 157 FOLIOS    189 FOLIOS 

 

Text Divisions 

1. fols. 3r-8v: Calendar  

2. fols. 9r-144r: Temporale  

3. fols. 145v-157*: Ordinary of the Mass    

4. fols. 157r-161v: Canon  

5. fols. 161r -205r: Benedictions  

6. fols. 206r-224v: Coronation services and funeral of a king  

7. fols. 225r-288v: Sanctorale  

8. fols. 289v-311v: Commune Sanctorum 

9. fols. 312r-325v: Votive Masses and Commemorations  

10. fols. 326r-331v (332 blank both sides): Office for the dead 

11. fols. 333v-342v: Other offices 

                                                           
1
 Ker, p. 411.East personally re-bound the book in 1984. 

2
 For quiring and catchword diagrams see East, p. 18ff. 
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Dimensions and Text Layout 

Pages:  525 x 360 mm 

Area prepared for writing is 368mm x 267mm; 2 columns of 32 lines, apart from fols. 157r-161v 

where there are twenty-seven lines for the larger text of the Mass.  

Script 

Gothic Textura in black ink with rubrics; Calendar and Mass have bi-coloured letters in blue and 

gold and blue and red; champ letters appear throughout; two sizes of writing: 5mm and 7mm. 

Provenance 

Westminster Abbey, 1383-84 (WAM 24265*). 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



230 
 

Appendix B:  
Transcriptions and Translations 

B.1. Translation of the pardon granted to Westminster Abbey regarding escapees from the 

gatehouse prison 

Translated from the Latin in Chronica Johannis de Reading et Anonymi Cantuariensis 1346-1367, 

ed. James Tait (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1914), p. 103. 

And since the convent of Westminster, while the king was acting in lands across the sea, they 

devotedly visited weekly on the fourth and sixth day the places of the saints barefooted praying 

for the same man (king) and his people and their expedition,  the Lord King graciously granted 

pardon of escapes of all temporal and spiritual prisoners by his charter, dated at Calais, to 

mediator brother Nicholas Lithington [sic] monk of the same convent, who through his 

negotiations for the church always procured the best but sometimes unrewarded, however so it 

is hoped he will be enriched in heaven with a greater reward who worked very hard here. 

 

B.2. Translation of the Queen Philippa and Cors Affairs from the anonymous middle section 

(1325-45) of the Westminster Chronicle in Cotton MS. Cleopatra A. XVI 

Translated from the Latin taken from: Chronica Johannis de Reading et Anonymi Cantuariensis 

1346-1367 ed. by James Tait, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1914), pp.  87-88. 

[1.] In the year of grace 1344 in the second year of Pope Clement and the 18th year of King 

Edward III, immediately after Christmas, the same king granted to his lady queen the vacancy of 

Westminster which by the intervention of Brother Nicholas Litlyngton of the same convent, who 

always provided them [his fellow brothers] with good things, he bought it from the hand of the 

queen for 500 marks.  

[2]. And since for a long time Lord Despenser, by wrongful permission or licence of the abbots, 

the said places having beasts and prey in the forest of Corfe/Cors, by full hereditary rights 

belonging to the aforesaid church of old, fraudulently using first entertainments and soothing, 

and afterwards threats and terror as his plan, the knight himself forced the tenants and men of 

the aforementioned abbot and other inhabitants, having introduced deceitful custom, as if in the 

name of the abbot of Westminster to meet in his court. Consequently he prevented as often as 

possible the abbot himself and his men from felling timber, wood and kindling/faggots for their 

needs as before they had done, and carried out crimes against other men and animals. 
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Therefore the monks of the aforementioned church, the knight being present, complained to the 

lord king and to the queen about the injuries being incessantly inflicted on their church, them 

and their men through the lord and his servants. To whom the lord king indignantly ordered him 

to thereafter abstain from deceitfully begun undertakings/enterprises ordering, through a brief, 

to the escheators of these parts and the born servants of the convent of Westminster that the 

abbot will exercise full right and dominium henceforward as they were used to do and will 

continue to so do. Which in brief both out of love and fear he ceased doing it. 

 

B.3. Transcription W.A.M. 9474: bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LL 

Line 1.Tres excellent et tres redoute seigneur/sieur. Je me recomande a vostre roiale mageste eu 

quanque je say on puisse come vostre humble chapellein e suppliant prest a voz comandementz 

et mon tres redoute 

 2.siegneur/sieur. ieo envoie  a vostre haute seigneurie mes confres le Prieur et deux moignes de 

vostre esglise de Westm ouesque (ovesque with/avec) le noble relik lanel seint Edward que fuist 

en la garde seint 

3.Johannes le Wangeliste en ciel. solonc voz mandementz contenuz en voz graciouses lettres et 

euse venne en proper persone sil fuest agreeable a vostre excellence non obstant lenfer- 

4.mite et feblesse de mon corps humblement empriant a vostre roiale mageste par dieu et on 

ceur de charite qil plaise a vostre graciouse  excellence doner pite si bien  

5.de ma feblesse come de voz dites Prieur e chappeleins a graciouse restitution. issi qil no(us) 

purrons aver  de quoi viure pur dieu server et prier pur vous et les almes 

6.de voz nobles progeniteurs. solonc lentent et ordinance de voz foundeurs et qi nous ne seioms 

trop endamagez ne puniz pur nostre trespass que vient de semplesse de sen et 

7.ment en entente rien avoir fait en desplesance de vostre roiale mageste mes en espoir de 

sauvacion les droitures de vostre esglise et que vous pleise tres graciouse  

8.seigneur aver le plus graciouse et merciable consideracion a mon grande age et feblesse que 

ieo espoir sera breue a la volunte de dieu et a temps que ieo ai en la garde 

9.de vostre esglise ai mys ma diligence et poner a gouvenance de la dite esglise en la meilleur 

moner que ieo saiuoir. come ieo espoir les porteurs de cestes vo(us) purrount 

10.pleinement enformer sil pleist a vostre roiale mageste leur doner estoutet credence. Autre 

chose tres redoute seigneur ne vous ose estruire en present. mes ieo pre et priera 

11.tancome ie serra en cestse vie a lun tant puissant dieux qil vous ottroit par sa grace bone vie 

et longe a bone governaunce de voz subgetz et victorie de voz 

мнΦŜƴŜƳȅǎΦ 9ǎŎǊƛǘŜ ŀ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƭŜ ƛȄ ƧƻǳǊ ŘΩŀǳƎǳǎǘΦ Vostre humble chappelein e suppliant 

labbe de Westminster 
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B.4: De exequiis regalibus from the Litlyngton Missal  

The following translation is of the rubricated text on f.224r of the Litlyngton Missal.  The Latin is 

taken from the edition of the missal undertaken by John Wickham Legg and first published in 

1891 by the Henry Bradshaw Society and later reprinted in one volume: The Westminster Missal 

(Missale Ad Usum Westmonasteriensis), ed. John Wickham Legg (Woodbridge: Boydell Press., for 

Henry Bradshaw Soc., 1999), 734-5.  

 

Concerning rites of kings when these happen to leave this earth. 

When the anointed king has departed from this earth. First the body of the same must be 

washed by his chamberlains by hot or tepid water. Then it is rubbed all over with balsam and 

perfumes. And after it is wrapped in a waxed linen cloth. This however in such a way that only 

his face and beard are apparent. And around his hands and his fingers the said waxed cloth shall 

be arranged in such a way that each of his fingers and his thumb of both hands will be sewn 

individually as if his hands were covered with linen gloves. Of the brain and viscera however the 

aforementioned servants should make provision. Then the body should be dressed in a tunic of 

ankle length and on top should be a royal cloak. Certainly the beard is to be becomingly 

arranged over his breast.  And afterwards the head together with the face is covered with a silk 

kerchief and then the royal crown or diadem is placed on the head of the same. Afterward his 

hands are dressed with ornamented gloves with gold fringes (aurofragiis). And on the middle 

finger of the right hand is put a golden or gilded ring. And in his right hand is placed a round 

gilded orb in which a gilded rod is fixed and reaches from his hand to his chest on the top of the 

rod will be the sign of the cross of our lord which on his chest of the same prince must 

becomingly be placed. Truly in his right hand he will have a gilded sceptre fittingly reaching to his 

left ear. And the feet and legs are to be dressed in silk stockings and sandals.  

In such a way the said prince is dressed, with the bishops and magnates of his reign and with all 

reverence he will be carried to that place which he had chosen for his burial and with regal rites 

he will most befittingly be handed over to burial. 
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Appendix C: Litlyngton Missal Figural Illumination Summary 

Table C.1: Summary of the Figurative Illuminations of the Litlyngton Missal  

NB.   Unless otherwise stated the background is gold leaf, usually tooled. Only figurative illumination details are included in this summary; knots, 
foliage, and floral decoration are discussed in chapter three,  section 3.4.10. 

 

Folio Office Height  
in lines  

Illumination Notes Artist 

 
9r 

 
Blessing of Salt 
and Water 

 
7  
 

VOLUME ONE 
Initial E:  tonsured priest and acolyte involved in the ritual of blessing salt and 
water before an altar and lectern 
Borders: patronal heraldry and monogram, abbey arms, tonsured and caped 
figures, musical angels, acolytes with situla and aspergillum 
Bottom border: four roundels depicting procession with relic/Eucharist 

 
Only occasion of bas-de-
page scene 
Opening page after the 
calendar  

Temporale Artist 
 

10r First Sunday in 
Lent 

7 Initial A: lay-figure praying before an altar with DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
cloud 

 Temporale Artist 
 

20r Nativity 7 Initial D: Mary, Joseph, and Jesus in a stable interior with ox and ass 
Border roundels: Six seraphim and one prophet 

 Temporale Artist 
 

21r {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
feast 

5 Initial E: Stephen with robes and the stones of his martyrdom 
Border roundels: four NL monograms, four busts of Stephen, eight smaller 
roundels with blue and red beast/lion heads 

 Temporale Artist 
 

22r Nativity of John 
the Evangelist 

5 Initial E: John stands between trees holding a palm frond and a golden book,  
upon which sits an eagle 

 Temporale Artist 
 

23r Day of the Holy 
Innocents 

5 Initial E: a woman attempts to fight off armoured soldiers while Herod, seated, 
watches as naked infants are slaughtered 

Badly oxidised silver 
paint/leaf 

Temporale Artist 
 

24r Thomas 
Archbishop and 
Martyr 

5 Initial D: seated archbishop with crozier  
Border roundels: two busts of St Thomas  
 

The initial figure and the text 
of the office have been 
comprehensively erased  

Temporale Artist 
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25r /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
Circumcision 

6 Initial D: Mary, accompanied by Anne and Joseph, hands Jesus to a mitred 
priest; Joseph carries a basket with offering of turtle doves 
Border roundels: four baskets with turtle doves  

¢ƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ ǊƻōŜ 
is badly deteriorated 

Temporale Artist 
 

26r Feast of the 
Epiphany 

6 Initial E: Adoration of the kings: the eldest king kneels bare-headed before the 
reclining, crowned Virgin as Jesus dips his hands into the proffered chalice 

 Temporale Artist 
 

73r Palm Sunday 4 Initial D: Arma Christi Red paint background rather 
than gold leaf 

Temporale Artist 
 

95v Easter Sunday 7 Initial R: Christ steps from a tomb guarded by four soldiers Oxidised silver on the 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ŀǊƳƻǳǊ 

Temporale Artist 
 

106v Ascension 
Sunday 

6 Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ ¦Υ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƴŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƘƛƭƭƻŎƪ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘǎΤ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŀǎŎŜƴŘǎ 

 Temporale Artist 
 

111v Pentecost 7 Initial S: Mary is surrounded by twelve disciples, two of whom hold red books, 
while the Holy Spirit as a dove flying above imparts tongues of fire 
Border roundels: four Litlyngton shields  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ΨǾŜƴǘΩ 
(ventus being Latin for wind) 
in one book: a reference to 
rushing winds and tongues 
of fire, the indicators of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 
2:2) 

Temporale Artist 
 

120r Trinity Sunday 7 Initial B: God the Father blesses the Son as they are seated on a bench throne, 
the Holy Spirit flies between their heads and a large golden orb is at their feet 

 Temporale Artist 
 

121r Corpus Christi  7 Initial C: A mitred figure under a canopy holds the corpus Christi  and moves 
with a procession of tonsured clerics. 
Border roundels: two musical angels, two crowned men,  four beast/lion heads 

 Temporale Artist 
 

122v Octave of 
Pentecost 

4 Initial D: Litlyngton shield Sole examples of initial for 
an octave and heraldry for 
an initial  

Temporale Artist 
 

144r Dedication of a 
church 

6 Initial T: A mitred figure and acolyte stand outside a church with aspergillum 
and situla 

 Temporale Artist 
 

156r Orinary of the 
Mass (Per omnia) 

6 Initial P: tonsured celebrant elevates the host before an altar while acolyte 
holds his robe and a lit taper                  Borders: two busts of mitred figures 

The initial decorates a 
musical stave 
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157*v 

 
Canon of the 
Mass 

 
Whole 
page 

VOLUME TWO 
Whole page miniature of the Crucifixion surrounded by a frame border with 
scenes of the passion: 

1. Betrayal in the garden 
2. Judgement of Christ 
3. Flagellation 
4. Via Crucis 
5. Nailing to the cross 
6. Deposition 
7. Entombment 
8. Resurrection 

Also in the border frame, each corner holds a symbol of the evangelists with 
identifying scrolls (eagle, winged man, winged ox and winged lion); top centre 
has a pelican feeding her young with blood; the bottom border holds a 
Litlyngton shield and one NL monogram. 

Bound in as a singleton and 
blank on one side. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
work appears on this one 
page only. 
 
There is a small pen and light 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǿŀǎƘ ΨƪƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎΩ ƛƴ 
the bottom margin showing 
Christ crucified, possibly by 
the Sanctorale Artist  

Main image: 
Crucifixion Master  
 
Border scenes and 
angels of main 
image: Sanctorale 
Artist  
 
 

157r Canon of the 
Mass (Te Igitur) 

6 Initial T: Abraham prepares to sacrifice Isaac on an altar, an angel stays his 
sword and points to a ram 
Borders: six musical angels appear full length in cartouches 

The text of the Canon 
includes gold leaf crosses 
and blue and gold letters 

Temporale Artist 
 

158r Order of the 
Mass 

4 Initial P: Head of Christ with long hair and a Jewish topknot Red background rather than 
gold 

Temporale Artist 
 

164r Blessing on first 
Sunday of Advent 

6 Initial O: a mitred figure pronounces a blessing from an open book held by an 
acolyte. A caped and tonsured figure attends. 

 Temporale Artist 
 

206r Coronation 
Order 

One 
column 
width and 
7 lines high 

Miniature: a king on a bench throne is being crowned by two mitred figures; 
Two tonsured figures and a layman holding a sword are also present 
Borders: ten prophets with identifying scrolls, two shields of the English arms, 
two abbey arms and two abbot of Westminster arms 
 
 
 
 
 

Work of the Temporale 
Artist  

Temporale Artist 
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Images 
appear 
on  
folios 
208r ς 
218v 

 
Coronation Order  

All 
initials 
are 
c.4 
lines 
(musical 
stave) 

The Penwork Initials in the Coronation Order 
Initial F: Anthropo-zoomorphic letter of St Francis and two birds (gold 
background with painted leaf edges) 
Initial M: zoomorphic letter of two animals (goats?) eating from a twisted 
tree(gold background) 
Initial G: zoomorphic letter of two swans folded into a G. The largest holds a 
scroll in its beak (gold background with daisy bud edges  and central blue and 
red foliage) 
Initial V: one swan in the form of a V holding a scroll in its beak (red 
background with gold frame and central blue leaf) 
Initial P: anthropomorphic letter formed by Isaac about to be sacrificed by 
Abraham (gold background with daisy bud and leaf edges) 
Initial D: anthropo-zoomorphic letter formed by a wodwose and a lion (no 
background) 
Initial E: two swans and eels combine to make an E (gold background with 
central blue and red leaves) 
Initial D: two bears/or one bear and a dog (gold background with central blue 
and red leaves) 
Initial I: Standing king (no background) 

These nine initials in the 
coronation order are pen 
work only. Most have 
finished gold backgrounds, 
some with floreat additions 

Unknown, possibly 
the musical 
notation scribe 

221v vǳŜŜƴΩǎ 
Coronation 
Order 

One 
column 
width and 
7 lines high 

Miniature: coronation of a queen by two archbishops attended by two 
tonsured crucifers 
Borders: full length figures of three noblewomen and six musicians with 
various instruments 

Borders and miniature 
completed by the Royal 
Miniatures Artist who 
completes just two folios of 
the missal: this one and the 
funeral obsequies of a king 

Royal Miniatures 
Artist  

224r Funeral 
Obsequies of 
a King 

One 
column 
width and 
6 lines high 

 Miniature: a dead king lies on a gold-covered funeral bier while two mitred 
figures and their tonsured acolytes perform liturgical rites. Two lay mourners 
and seven hooded taper-bearers surround the bier 
Border roundels: eight side profile busts of hooded mourners 
 
 

Red background to both the 
miniature and the border 
figures 

Royal Miniatures 
Artist  
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225r {ǘ {ƛƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
feast 

7 Commune Sanctorum 
Initial D: St Silvester is seated on a throne 
Border roundels: six busts of St Silvester with papal tiara with red background 
and eight with hybrid creatures   

This folio sees the beginning 
of the main body of work of 
the Sanctorale Artist. 
The face of St Silvester in the 
initial has been erased  

Sanctorale Artist  

225v Feast  of St 
Edward the 
Confessor  

6 Initial G: Edward the Confessor seated on a throne holding a ring and sceptre 
.ƻǊŘŜǊǎΥ ǘǿƻ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ όŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅ ŀrms), two with 
{ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ 
shrine held within the abbey 

Sanctorale Artist 

230r Purification of 
the Virgin  

5 Initial S: Mary hands Christ across the altar to a Jewish priest; Joseph holds a lit 
taper and basket with three turtle doves 
Border corner roundels: repeated motif of the doves in the basket 

 Sanctorale Artist 

232v St Peter in 
cathedra 

4 Initial D: St Peter stands holding key and book Patron saint of the abbey 
church 

Sanctorale Artist 

235v Annunciation 5 Initial R: Gabriel, holding a scroll kneels to Mary who herself is kneeling before 
a lectern with open book  

 Sanctorale Artist 

241v {ǘ 5ǳƴǎǘŀƴΩǎ 
Feast 

4 Initial D: the saint, with no inclusion of identifying symbol, bestows a blessing  Sanctorale Artist 

247v WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ 
feast 

5 Initial D: John, placed between trees and wild animals and dressed in skins, 
holds a book upon which a small haloed lamb is seated 

 Sanctorale Artist 

249v Shared Feast of 
SS Peter and Paul 

6 Initial N: tonsured Peter holds a book and keys and Peter holds a sword 
Border roundels: four patronal monograms 

Peter is patron saint of the 
abbey church  

Sanctorale Artist 

250 v Commemoration 
of St Paul 

4  Initial S: Paul with sword and book between two trees  Sanctorale Artist 

254v Feast of the 
Relics 

4 (+ 2 
for the 
tail) 

Initial P: an albed cleric stands behind an altar/table upon which are five 
reliquaries 

 Sanctorale Artist 

255r Feast of Mary 
Magdalene 

4 Initial S: the saint stands between two trees holding an ointment jar  Sanctorale Artist 

258v St Peter ad 
Vincula 

6 Initial D: St Peter with a one crown tiara is seated on a throne with a double 
cross staff 

 Sanctorale Artist 
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261r Feast of St 
Lawrence 

4 Initial C: martyrdom of Lawrence in a loin cloth on the griddle; two tormentors 
tend the fire and goad him 
Borders: three full length representations of the clothed saint and two bust 
representations.  

 Sanctorale Artist 

263r Assumption of 
the Virgin Mary  

6 Initial G: Mary is guided upwards from an open coffin by four angels to where 
Jesus awaits and reaches down to her 
Borders: eight patronal monograms, six Litlyngton shields and two red 
beast/lion heads  

aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ Sanctorale Artist 

265v Feast of St 
Bartholomew 

4 Initial O: the saint stands holding a red book and a knife with his flayed skin 
draped over his outstretched right hand  

 Sanctorale Artist 

269r Nativity of the 
Virgin Mary  

6 Initial G: Anne holds the infant Mary while an elderly Joachim indicates to 
them; all three figures are within the bed curtains 

 Sanctorale Artist 

270v Exaltation of the 
Cross 

4 Initial N: a clothed crucifix stands between two lit tapers on an altar  Sanctorale Artist 

272r Commemoration 
of St Matthew 

4 Initial B: Matthew stands with red book and an identifying scroll rolls behind 
him 

 Sanctorale Artist 

274r Michaelmas 5 Initial B: St Michael, with sword and shield, slays a two-legged dragon 
Borders: nine full length seraphim angels, probably repeat representations of 
the saint 

 Sanctorale Artist 

277v Translation of St 
Edward the 
Confessor  

6 Initial G: the saint is shown reclining on the slab of his shrine with the cover 
represented offset 
Borders: Litlyngton shield in each corner and four full-length representations of 
the Confessor in life 

EdwŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ 
shrine is at Westminster and 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōōŜȅΩǎ 
major feasts 

Sanctorale Artist 

279v All Saints 6 Initial G: Christ, with orb, is seated within an arc of fourteen kneeling saints 
Borders: four lozenges in the left margin contain groups of saints with two or 
three front figures, these for-figures are described below from top to bottom: 

1. pope and two mitred men 
2. two older women with red books 
3. one bearded and non-bearded (female?) saints with red books 
4. two young women/maiden saints with red books 

 Sanctorale Artist 
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284r Feast of St 
Katherine 

4 Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ 5Υ ǘǿƻ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ Řƻǿƴ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
destroy the two wheels as Katherine kneels praying between them 
Border roundels: five bust representations of Katherine with sword and/or 
wheel 

 Sanctorale Artist 

285r Feast of St 
Andrew 

5 Initial M: Andrew is lashed to a saltire cross by two tormentors 
Border corners: four roundels with representations of the tormentors 

 Sanctorale Artist 

286r Feast of St 
Nicholas 

4 Initial D: St Nicholas mitred and with crozier stands centrally bestowing an 
episcopal blessing  against a red and blue knot on a gold background  

The only example of the 
work of the Temporale Artist 
in this section of the missal. 
The figure has been painted 
over an already completed 
knotted initial  

Temporale Artist  

286v Conception of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  

5 Initial O: SS Anna and Joachim embrace outside of the golden gates 
Borders: five patronal monograms, two musical angels, three blue beast/lion 
heads, one red beast/lion head in a corner diamond 

This feast has a particular 
connection to Westminster 
Abbey through Osbert of 
/ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛƴ 
12th Century 

Sanctorale Artist 

289r Vigil for an 
Apostle 

4 Initial E: a male apostle , pointing to a red book that he holds, stands in a 
golden gateway 
Borders: one Litlyngton shield, one patronal monogram, left margin has a full-
length figure of St Peter with keys and a book, the right, a full-length figure of 
St Paul with a sword; both saints have a red background.   

 Sanctorale Artist 

302r Feast of a 
Confessor 

4 Initial S: mitred figure with crozier bestows a blessing   Sanctorale Artist 

308v Feast of a Virgin  4 Initial G: a young woman stands with a red book between two trees 
 

 Sanctorale Artist 

312r Commemoration  
of the Holy 
Trinity 

4 Initial B: the throne of mercy Trinity 
Borders: four censing angels and two blue beast/lion heads 
 
 

 Sanctorale Artist 
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314r Commemoration 
of Advent and 
the  Nativity  

3 Initial R: the Annunciation same composition as fol. 235v on a smaller scale  Sanctorale Artist 

326r Mass for the 
Funeral of a 
Monk 

4 Initial R: a catafalque draped with gold cloth, four hooded mourners stand on 
the far side and five large tapers are lit in large candlesticks 
Borders: 

three corners contain two laymen and one laywoman in mourning garb 
both borders have two monks in black reading from lecterns with open 
books  
immediately to the left of the initial, as an extension to the scene, the 
coped and tonsured figure share an open book with musical notation  

 Sanctorale Artist 
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Appendix D:  
Cambridge, Trinity College B.11.3 

The illumination is the work of one artist with notable stylistic similarities to the Litlyngton 

Missal Artists, particularly the Sanctorale Artist, and dated as 1380-1400. Folio 36r is an 

imported page: the style is slightly later and continental; the script and ink are different, but the 

number of lines is the same.  The Crucifixion page is missing. 

Contents as noted in M.R. James, The Western Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, 

Cambridge : A Descriptive Catalogue (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1900),p. 329: 

i. Kalendar in black, red, blue, crimson   fol.1 

ii. Benediction salis et aque etc.     7 

Proprium de tempore      90 

(Canon of the Mass)      123 

(In ded. Ecclesie)    180 (189b) 

iii. Proprium sanctorum    184 (193) 

iv. Commune sanctorum. Missae votivae etc.  (244) 

Ending with the Missa Pro defunctis  290 (308b) 

Collation: 2 fly-leaves |Kal6|1 8-148 154|16 6 178-208 (wants 3)-368 3710 (wants 10 blank) 2 fly-

leaves.  Wrongly foliated. 

29cm x 19.5cm with 315 folios of 39 text lines per page (27 for Canon of the Mass). 

Commentary of the initials: 

¶ Gold background to all apart from Epiphany (the imported page, fol.36) 

¶ Palette of red, blue, white,  and pink with black for outlines 

¶ Measurements are given height by width 

¶ .: represents a white pattern of 3 dots in a triangle form 

¶ Similarities to Litlyngton Missal marked with * 

fol. 7r E  1 stave and  2 lines 20 x 20 mm  Blessing of Salt and Water 

One cleric at lectern wearing an alb with blue apparel. A same height acolyte in white with blue 

under garment. The tonsured cleric holds open a book on the lectern that has a situla at its base. 
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*Border: single gold bar with gold & blue fret knots, carnations, daisies and red & blue leaves; 

very similar to Litlyngton Missal 

fol. 9v  A 7 lines   35 x 40 mm  First Sunday in Advent 

A praying lay figure kneels and in his praying hands he holds aloft his small, naked soul to God 

who appears as a half head in the top right, surrounded by a red cloud. 

*Similarity in facial features of main figure to Sanctorale ArtistΩǎ ŦŀŎŜǎ. 

 

fol. 30v  P 7 lines    39 x 39 mm Nativity 

Reclining Mary (head left) holds baby swaddled in reddish/orange cloth, cross-banded in black. 

Her dress is red, and a blue cloak with .: covers her legs. Joseph, not nimbed, is opposite in red, 

hooded garment.  He looks on and leans his right arm on the manger. Behind him are a donkey 

and the ox in on the left. 

*Similar composition to Litlyngton Missal  

 

fol. 34v  P 7 lines 35 x 40 mm Circumcision 

Mary, the tallest figure, wears a blue hooded cloak with .: She supports Christ as he is seated on 

the altar (the cloth is white with a black pattern). The priest is young (therefore no confusion 

with Simeon for the Purification). The priest holds a large knife (badly oxidised blade). He has no 

beard and curly brown hair. Jesus is in a red/orange buttoned robe and has his legs apart. Joseph 

stands behind Mary. 

 

fol. 36r   E 8 small lines 41 x 41 mm  Epiphany 

The style, palette, background and floral/foliate border are all markedly different to the resstt of 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΩǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ! ǘƘǊŜŜ-sided contained border holds fantastical flowers with no 

ground colour. The margin next to the binding is undecorated. 

In the initial, a blonde Mary (no headdress) is seated to the right with a naked baby Jesus on her 

lap. He dips his hand into the chalice, containing gold coins that the kneeling elderly king 

proffers. The king lifts the top from the chalice. The two younger kings exchange glances as they 
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stand behind their elderly peer with their gifts in golden receptacles with lids. The king to the left 

is black and wears a light green robe with blue pelisse.  

Mary is seated to the right of the picture and wears a blue cloak with gold decoration; her under 

garment is also gold.  

fol. 121v P 2 staves and  2 lines  31 x 35mm Preface to the Mass  

Three clerics before an altar, dressed in albs and blue chasubles with .: The bare  altar with white 

cloth is to the right of the composition. The nearest of the three figures raises his eyes. The hand 

gestures of the three are all different. 

 

fol. 123r T 6 lines (larger writing) 42 x46 mm  Canon of the Mass 

Abraham is about to sacrifice Isaac before an altar, but an angel stays his sword and points to a 

sheep near a tree. 

* Very similar to the Litlyngton Missal composition but with some differences. The major 

difference is here Isaac kneels. The figure of Abraham holds similarities to the SancǘƻǊŀƭŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 

renditions of Joseph of Arimathea and the Jewish priest in the Litlyngton Missal. 

 

fol. 131v R 7 lines 36 x42 mm Easter Day 

¢ǿƻ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǎŀǊŎƻǇƘŀƎǳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴΣ 

with raised knee,  as if he is about to step out. His torso is bare and he wears a red-lined blue 

cloak with white .: His right hand is blessing and he holds a white resurrection staff, with white 

pennant, in his left hand. Neither wounds nor crown of thorns are shown.  

* Similar scaled down version of the Resurrection scenes in the Litlyngton Missal. 

fol. 145v V 7 lines 36 x 40mm Ascension 

Mary stands central with three apostles on either side of her. Her arms are crossed over her 

breast as she looks straight ahead out of the ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜƳ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊƻōŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜet are 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ Ƙŀƭƻ in the uppermost register. The attention of the apostles is divided 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΦ 

* Similar scaled down composition to Litlyngton Missal. 
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fol. 149r G 7 lines 36 x40 mm Pentecost 

Mary is central with 2 apostles on each side of her. Above her head is the dove of the Holy Dove 

with tongues of fire.  Her arms are crossed in the same way as the Ascension and she looks out 

of the picture. Three of the apostles are looking up and the fourth at her. 

* Similar scaled down composition to Litlyngton Missal. 

 

fol. 155r C 7 lines 37 x 42mm Corpus Christi 

A tonsured cleric processes from right to left holding a gold ciborium surmounted with a cross. 

He is under a canopy which is held by three laymen. The cleric wears a blue cape with gold 

edging and gold hood over a white and red under garment. 

*The similarities in the clothing of the laymen here to those in the Litlyngton Missal are very 

striking. 

 

fol. 189v T 7 lines 36 x40 mm Dedication of a Church 

A gold mitred figure holds a large spoon in his left hand with which he applies water to the grey 

roof of a white church (no tower). The abbot/bishop wears a blue cope with white .: and a gold 

hood. An acolyte in white surplice and blue under garment stands before the cleric holding open 

a book from which the senior figure is reading. Between the two figures is a large barrel filled 

with water.  

 

fol. 193r D 7 lines 36x40mm Saint Andrew 

St Andrew in a robe of blue with white .: and a red central panel is being lashed to a saltire cross 

by two men. 

*Seems to be a direct copy of the Litlyngton Missal initial. 

 

fol. 201v  S 7 lines 40 x 42mm The Presentation 

Joseph, far left, holds a basket with doves in his right hand aƴŘ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ ƭƛǘ ǘŀǇŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 

hood has the central top knot found as a mark of Jewish headwear. Mary passes Jesus, who is 



245 
 

clothed in an orange/red robe, across the altar to the priest whose hands are covered with his 

shawl. The priest is more youthful than usual, clean-ǎƘŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ WŜǿΩǎ ƘŀǘΦ 

 

fol. 205r  D 7 lines 34x36mm The Annunciation 

There is some damage to this initial, which appears worn in places. 

Gabriel, left, kneels before Mary who holds her hands in a gesture of surprise. In his left hand he 

bears a scroll with !ǾŜ Ǝǘŀ ǇƭŜƴŀ 5ŜΩ Ψ upon it in black. Gabriel has no wings. 

*Seems to be a direct copy of the Litlyngton Missal initial. 

 

fol. 213v D 7 lines 36 x 40mm Nativity of John the Baptist  

Elizabeth reclines and holds a very small baby and she gently cradles his bare feet. She wears a 

wimple (sign of older age and fashion) and is nimbed. A young girl in red looks at her adoringly. 

To the right sits her husband who is portrayed as elderly with a white beard. His arms are 

crossed, almost as if leaning upon a stick which is not there. A section of sky is represented 

above them. 

*Apart from the presence of the girl, there are similarities in pose and composition to the birth 

of the Virgin in the Litlyngton Missal. 

 

fol. 215r N 5 lines  25 x30 mm Saints Peter & Paul 

The saints face each other with Peter, holding keys, left and Paul, holding a sword, to the right. 

They also both hold a red book. 

*Seems to be a direct copy of the Litlyngton Missal initial. This composition is the same as the 

Litlyngton Missal version, simply smaller. The facial features of both are very distinctive and 

easily recognisable as those used in the Litlyngton Missal.  

 

fol. 218r P 7 lines  36 x 40 mm The Feast of the Relics 

A tonsured figure with a V of red under garment showing at the neck beneath a white robe, 

points to a reliquary of a head on a table. There are six reliquaries: three ciboriums, one hand, 
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one head, and one girdle. They rest upon a table covered with a short cloth, rather than an altar. 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

*The similarity to the Litlyngton Missal is obvious, made even more so by the fact that it is such a 

distinctive picture anyway.  There are some differences however; the cleric is pointing in a 

different direction; whilst some are exactly the same, others of the relics are different and the 

Litlyngton Missal only has 5; the Litlyngton image seems to have an altar cloth on the table. 

fol. 225v  G 4 lines  25 x25 mm Vigil of the Assumption: Madonna and Child 

Seated on a bench throne, Mary, crowned, suckles the infant Christ who is dressed in his usual 

red robe. 

N.B. There is no equivalent to this in the Litlyngton Missal.  

 

fol. 225v  G 7 lines 36 x40 mm Assumption  

Mary, in a robe of blue with white buttons, stands with hands in prayer, erect in her tomb and 

facing us. Four angels (in bust form) support one each of her limbs ready to lift her.  

*The angels are very similar to those in the Litlyngton Missal although there is no Jesus above 

this Virgin and she faces straight out rather than looking up. She is dressed in a different colour.  

 

fol.230v S 7 lines 36 x40 mm The Nativity of the Virgin Mary 

The wimpled St Anne (left) reclines with the child, swaddled in white cross bands over red, on 

her lap. Joachim gestures towards his wife with his right hand, while his left rests on his knee. His 

clothing is a bi-coloured robe with buttons. 

*The poses and clothing in the composition are very similar, although here there are no bed 

curtains. 

 

fol. 234v B 7 lines 37 x3 8mm  {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

St Michael is portrayed with six wings and holding a pair of scales. His head is bent slightly to the 

left and his left hand is on his breast. He wears a white scarf around his neck and his face, hands 
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and feet are bare. Otherwise, apart from the chains holding the scale cups, the whole initial is 

gold. The feathers on his wings and body are outlined individually in black. 

  

fol. 240r G 7 lines 35 x38 mm All Saints 

Christ is seated in majesty and makes a blessing with his left hand and his right rests upon a 

golden orb in his lap. He looks directly out towards the viewer. The artist has indicated the saints 

by having heads coming out of the sky as there is not room for full figures. The heads are in 

three strata on either side of Christ/God. The top have papal tiaras, the middle have mitres, and 

the lowest are bareheaded.  The heads are not nimbed.  

*Seems to be a direct copy of the Litlyngton Missal. This composition is the same as the 

Litlyngton Missal version, simply smaller. See discussion in 3.5. 

 

fol. 244r E 7 lines  36 x40 mm Vigil of an Apostle 

A male saint, facing left, holds a book open in his left hand and points to it with his right. He is 

placed behind the bar of the E and stands on grass between two trees. 

*Although the initial for this feast day in the Litlyngton Missal has the saint entering a gateway, 

there are many elements of similarity between this initial and other portrayals of saints within 

the larger missal (trees, clothes, face). 

 

fol. 277r O 4 lines  25 x 25 mm Mass for Bride & Bridegroom 

The bust of a man & woman in lay clothing. He has a beard and she has a square framed 

headdress. 

*The headdress in particular is very like those used for laywomen in the Litlyngton Missal. 

 

fol. 281r R 7 lines   35 x 40 mm The Annunciation 

Gabriel kneels, left, before Mary who shows her surprise with hand gestures. The position of 

Mary is ambiguous regarding her kneeling or not. The angel holds a scroll with Ave gra plena dm 

on it. Mary is dressed in a red under garment with a blue cloak with white .: Her cloak comes 
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covers her head. A mistake has been made and a section of her cloak has been gilded. Gabriel 

has blue wings and a red cloak with the same white dots. 

5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ !ƴƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎǎŀƭΥ DŀōǊƛŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛƴƎǎΣ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

and it is better executed. 

*There is no reading stand and her head is covered, but otherwise it is very like the Litlyngton 

Missal Annunciations. 

 

fol. 290v O 4 lines  21 x30 mm  Benediction 

A bust portrait of a man with a brown cap, blue tippet and white cowl. 

 

fol. 299v R 7 lines   37 x 42 mm Mass for the Dead 

A funeral bier fills the initial and is covered with a blue & red stripped cloth with white dots and 

dividing lines. In front of the bier are four tall gold candle sticks which hold lighted tapers. 

Behind the bier another 4 tapers are visible.  A smaller candlestick and taper stands on the bier 

next to an indistinct gold object. 
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Appendix E:  
The Abbey in the Rubrics in YƛƴƎΩǎ 
Coronation  

 

This is a complete record, in order of appearance, of each reference to the abbey church, abbot, 

or any other abbey member that occurs in the order. These appear in both the original Latin and 

are translated into English. Also recorded are any differences that occur between the rubrics of 

the Litlyngton Missal and Liber Regalis, and the Litlyngton Missal and Rawl.C.425. Unless 

otherwise stated, all Latin and English references are taken from Leopold Wickham Legg s 

English Coronation Records (Westminster, 1901) and also all page numbers. Although the text is 

that of the Liber Regalis, it is almost identical to that of the Litlyngton Missal and note has been 

made of where differences occur. 

Rawl.C.425 has a much shorter opening rubric which omits most details and mentions the 

abbey/abbot only once: see MEW, 681, n. 5. The Rawl.C.425 text is collated in MEW and 

differences noted below are detailed in the notes of that edition (see relevant column numbers 

below).  

Key: 

MEW with column number indicates where the Latin appears in J Wickham Legg s edition of the 

Litlyngton Missal, Missale Ad Usum Westmonasteriensis, ed. by John Wickham Legg, 

(Woodbridge: Boydell Press, for Henry Bradshaw Soc., 1999). 

ND = no major differences between the Litlyngton Missal and Liber Regalis (there might be 

variety in spelling or word ending). 

D = difference, followed by the relevant details. 

References in the Rubrics 

p. 81   In primis preparetur pulpilum aliquantulum eminens inter magnum altare et chorum 

ecclesie beati Petri westmonasterii.   

p. 112  First there is to be prepared a stage somewhat raised between the high altar and the 

choir of the church of St Peter at Westminster.   MEW, 673   ND  
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p. 83  Et quia oportet principem antedictum de hiis et aliis obseruanciis que ad dictam spectant 

coronacionem plenius informari : abbas westmonasterii  qui pro tempore fuerit in hiis et 

consimilibus principis erit eruditor : ad ipsum uero hoc officium solummodo spectat.  

  Et si dictus abbas de medio fuerit sublatus. et alius in abbatem eiusdem loci nondum 

fuerit confrmatus qui dictum officium rite non poterit adimplere : aut dictus abbas aliunde fuerit 

impeditus quominus illud officium ualeat exequi : tunc eligatur unus ex assensu prioris et 

conuentus dicti monasterii qui per omnia sit ydoneus dictum principem in huiusmodi obseruanciis 

informare secundum modum et constietudinem. ab antiquissimis temporibus hactenus usitatum. 

p. 113-4  And since it is well that the prince should be informed about these and other 

observances which have to do with the coronation, the Abbot of Westminster of the time being 

shall be the prince s instructor in these and other matters; and this office belongs to him alone.  

 And if the said Abbot be dead, and another have not yet been raised to be Abbot of the 

same place to fulfil this office, or of the Abbot be for any reason prevented from doing the 

office, then one shall be chosen with the consent of the Prior and Convent of the said 

monastery, who shall be in all things fit to instruct the prince, according to the manner and 

custom in use from the earliest times to the present.                               MEW, 675-6 ND  

p. 83  Hiis debite peractis ordinetur in ecclesia per archiepiscopos episcopos abbatem et 

conuentum westmonasterii processio in capis sericis cum textibus et thurribulis et aliis que 

processioni conueniunt : et sic induti processionaliter occurrant in palacio antedicto. Etenim regni 

prelatis et conuentui westmonasterii solum pertinet Regi future cum processionis sollempnitate 

occurrere : et ipsum in ecclesiam predictam psallendo antecedere : ea decantantes que in 

recepci/one regum debent decantari.  

p. 114  When these thing [bathing & vesting] have been duly performed, a procession shall be 

arranged in the church by the Archbisops, Bishops, and the Abbot and Convent of Westminster 

in silken copes with textus, censers, and other things suitable to the procession, and so vested 

they shall go in procession to meet the king in the palace. And the right of meeting the king that 

is to be in solemn procession belongs to the prelates of the realm and the monastery of 

Westminster alone, and they go before him to the church singing and chanting those anthems 

which are usually sung at the reception of kings.   MEW, 677 D = cum capis sericis   is omitted 

from the Liber Regalis  

p. 84  Pars autem panni illius uirgulati siue burelli que per dictum elemosinarium ut prefatum est 

sub pedibus regis incedentis extenditur infra ecclesiam cedet semper in usus sacriste. loci, et 
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reliqua pars tota que est extra ecclesiam, distribuetur pauperibus per manus elemosinarii. 

supradicti.  

p. 114  But that part of the ray cloth or burell spread out by the aforesaid almoner, as is 

described above, under the king s feet as he goeth, which is inside the church, is given always to 

the use of the sacrist, and the rest, which is outside the church, shall be distributed to the poor 

by the hands of the aforesaid almoner.     MEW, 678 ND 

p. 84  Regem igtur coronandum dictis prelatis ac monachis precedentibus Episcopus Dunelmensis 

videlicet et Bathoniensis  

p. 115  The king therefore that is to be crowned shall be preceded by the said prelates and 

monks.  (i.e. when he enters the church and makes his way down to the platform) JWL WM 678-

9 D=Westminster Liber Regalis has Sustentatore Regis instead of naming the bishops of Bath and 

Durham as happens in the Litlyngton Missal (LWL has adapted his edition to accommodate this). 

p. 84  Cancellarius uero si fuerit episcopus cum calice lapideo sancti edwardi qui est de regali  

p. 115  The Chancellor, if he be a Bishop, shall go immediately before the king, vested in 

pontificals, with the stone chalice of St. Edward from the regalia.  MEW, 679 ND 

 N.B. this relic is not mentioned in the coronation regalia inventory of Edward III made in 1356.  

p. 84  Que quidem calicem patenam septrum et uirgam tradet abbas westmonasterii uel prior si 

abbas non fuerit dictis dominis infra palacium antedictum  

p. 115  And the Abbot of Westminster, or the Prior, if the Abbot be absent, shall deliver the 

chalice, paten, sceptre and rod to the said lords in the palace  MEW, 679 ND 

p. 85  sed haste cum campanellis debentur ecclesie westmonasterii ac pulpitum et omnia tapeta 

infra 

eundem una cum pannis sericis et quissinis ibi ut predictum. Est per ministros 

regis collocata. remanebunt penes ecclesiam in qua dictus Rex coronatur 

ex iure antiquo et consuetudine. 

 

p. 115-116  but the lances and bells belong to the church of Westminster; so do the stage and all 

the carpets on it, with the silken cloths and cushions placed there by the king s servants, as is 

above described. These are to remain in possession of the church where the king is crowned in 

accordance with ancient right and custom.  MEW, 681 ND  
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(N.B.  J Wickham Legg notes that in the Litlyngton Missal a hand points to this line) 

p. 85  est que processioni conueniunt rite ordinatis episcopi et alii prelati una cum regni 

proceribus et predicto conuentu westmonasterii   prefatum regem coronandum. a palacio suo 

westmonasterii 

in ecclesiam beati petri westmonasterii ducant.  

 

p. 116  the Bishops and other prelates with the nobles of the realm and the said Convent of 

Westminster shall lead the king that is to be crowned from his palace at Westminster to the 

Church of St. Peter at Westminster.  MEW, 681 

( N.B. Rawl.C.425 has a much shorter rubric to carry us to this point and mention the 

abbey/abbot  is made only once: see MEW, 681, n. 5.) 

p. 86/7  cum abbate westmonasterii uel alio monacho eiusdem monasterii ut prescriptum est ad 

hoc electo qui semper lateri regis adherendo presens debet esse dicti Regis informacione in hiis 

que dicte coronacionis concernunt solempnitatem. ut omnia modo debito peragantur de dicto 

pulpito usque ad magnum altare honorifice deducent.  

p. 116  with the Abbot of Westminster or another monk of the same monastery elected for this 

purpose, as is above described (who must be always at hand at the king s side to instruct the 

king in matters touching the solemnity of coronation, so that everything may be done aright), 

shall lead the king with honour from the said stage to the high altar.  MEW,  683 

 (N.B. Rawl.C.425 misses out the details of who does which things)  

p. 93  Et preuideatur a sacrista quod ampulle tam de oleo quant de crismate. quarum /una 

deaurata est et in se continens sanctum crisma. altera uero solum argentea et in se continens 

oleum sanctum sint ad altare preparate.  

p. 119  And the sacrist is to provide that the phials for the oil and for the chrism be ready, of 

which one is to be gilt and to contain the holy chrism. But the other is to be only of silver, and to 

contain only the holy oil.  MEW, 695 D = Nota sacristi Westmonasterii is in the margin of the 

Liber Regalis  

p. 93  Rege igituv sic undo, connectantur ansule aperturarum propter unccionem ab abbate 

westmonasterii uel uicem eius gerente.  

p. 119  When therefore the king has been thus anointed, the loops of the openings are to be 

fastened on account of the anointing by the Abbot of Westminster or his deputy.  MEW 695-6  
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(N.B. shortened version of Rawl.C.425 means that mention of the abbot of Westminster s role is 

omitted.) 

p. 94  Dictis itaque ornajmentis benedictis prefatus rex a westmonasteriensi abbate uel alio loco 

ipsius ut prehabitum est induetur uestimentis.  

p. 119  And after the ornaments have been blessed, the king shall be clothed in his vestments by 

the Abbot of Westminster or his deputy.  MEW, 698  

(N.B. Rawl.C.425 this part does not appear along with the following section which deals with the 

details of vestments; these latter are important to Westminster.) 

p. 99  Et preuideatur a sacrista westmonasterii quod ornamenta regalia cum magna corona prius 

sint super magnum altare honorifice collocata. Vt omnia fiant sine impedimenta propter 

maximam plebis /confluenciam  

p. 121  The sacrist of Westminster is to take care that the royal ornaments and the great crown 

be early set with all honour upon the high altar, so that everything may be done without 

hindrance from the very great concourse of people which there is sure to be at such coronations.  

MEW, 707 D= nota sacrista has been written into the margin of the Liber Regalis  

p. 99  que in huiusmodi coronacionibus indubitanter solet euenire. Coronatu autem rex. et 

regalibus prius indutus per abbatem westmonasterii caligis sandariis et calcaribus coaptatis. 

osculabitur episcopos...  

p. 121.  The king thus crowned and vested with the regalia by the Abbot of Westminster, and 

wearing the buskins sandals and spurs, shall kiss the Bishops....   MEW, 707-8   

(N.B. Rawl.C.425 has a much briefer rubric which mentions the bishops but not the abbot.) 

*****************************************  

There follows the coronation of the queen (where appropriate), where the abbot does not seem 

to have a role. She has ladies in waiting. After her coronation a mass is carried out for the 

king/royal pair. 

***************************************  

p. 105  Corpore uero domini a rege recepto. ministrabit ei uinum ad utendum post percepcionem 

sacramenti. Abbas westmonasterii uel is qui uicem. eius pro tempore gerit prout dictum, est de 

calice lapideo de regalibus. ac eciam, regine post regem de eodem calice. predictus abbas 

ministrabit in signum uidelicet unitatis.  
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p. 126  And when the king has received the Body, the Abbot of Westminster, or his deputy as 

aforesaid, shall minister wine to him to be used after receiving the sacrament from the stone 

chalice in the regalia, and the said Abbot shall also minister to the queen after the king as a sign 

of unity.  MEW, 720-1 D = Rawl.C.425: This is missing. Therefore some of the most important 

moments of the abbot are not mentioned at all.  In fact, after the post communion prayer the 

Rawl C.425 king s coronation finishes.  

p. 106  Deinde magnus camerarius anglie exuet regem regalibus antedictis que per dictum 

camerarium singillatim sicut a rege auferuntur tradentur abbati westmonasterii.  

p. 127 After this, the royal party go to the shrine of Edward the Confessor where their crowns 

are removed.   Then shall the Great Chamberlain of England strip the king of his regalia, which 

shall be given severally to the Abbot of Westminster or his deputy, as is often aforesaid, to be 

laid on the altar as they are taken from the king.  MEW, 722 ND 

p. 107  deponet eciam rex dictas caligas et sandaria que a dido camerario predicto abbati 

westmonasterii uel locum eius tenenti integre restituantur.  

p. 127  And the king shall lay aside also the shoes and sandals which the Great Chamberlain shall 

restore entire to the Abbot of Westminster or his deputy  MEW, 723 ND 

p. 107  Et sciendum quod exterius indumentum quo didus rex illo die ante coronacionem fuerat 

indutus. pertinet ad monachum qui habet pro tunc custodiam uestibuli didi monasterii.  

p. 127 The king is re-clothed in other garments  And note that the outer garments which the king 

wears that day before his coronation belong to the monk who is then keeper of the vestry of the 

monastery  MEW , 723 ND  

p. 107  Et prouidebitur illo die conuentui westmonasterii per regios ministros quod dictus 

contientus percipiet die eodem de rege centum similas et modium vini etc eciam de piscibus 

quantum conuenit dignacioni regali. Quid uero sit modius uini et que mensura ex uerbis papie in 

suo elementario in .M. littera hac diccione mo/dius. et in .S. littera hac diccione sextarium. 

manifeste declaratur.  

p. 127-8  And provision is to be made by the king s servants on that day that the Convent of 

Westminster receive on the same day from the king a hundred/ bushels of corn and a modius of 

wine, and of fish, as much as the king thinks fit. What a modius of wine is, and what the 

measure, may be seen from the words of Papias in his Dictionary under the letter M at this 

word. And a gallon under the letter S at this word clearly means a Sextarium.  MEW, 723-4 D =  

NB: vidilicet iiij. viii. lagenas vini   is added in lower margin of Litlyngton Missal.   
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p. 107  Dicta uero sceptra liberabuntur statim finito prandio. et rege thalamum ingresso abbati 

westmonasterii siue alio monacho ad hoc assignato per manus dictorum regis et regine ut una 

cum aliis regalibus in dido monasterio prout per bullas papales et regum cartas ac antiqua et 

semper obseruata consuetudine plenius habetur. quod sit locus regie institucionis et 

coronacionis. ac eciam repositorium regalium insignium imperpetuum. Sub hac enim. racione in 

rescriptis papalium priuilegiorum et regalium cartarum ecclesia prefata scilicet ecclesia beati 

petri westmonasterii diadema regni nominatur. Capud pariter et corona tanquam ea que sola 

inter ceteras anglie ecclesias speciali prerogatiua prefulget.  

p. 128  Now the sceptres are to be delivered immediately after breakfast, when the king has 

gone into his chamber, to the Abbot of Westminster or another monk appointed for this purpose 

by the hands of the king and queen to be kept in the said monastery, as it is appointed to be the 

place of institution and coronation of kings and the repository of the royal ensigns for ever, by 

papal bulls king s charters and old custom always observed. For this reason the said church of 

Westminster, that is the church of St Peter at Westminster, is called in rescripts of papal 

privileges and royal charters, the diadem of the kingdom, the head and crown, as it is the church 

alone which shines forth amongst the other churches of England by special prerogative.  MEW , 

724  ND  
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Appendix F: Tables 1-3 Comparative Study of Missals in Chapter Five 

 

Common Name Location and Reference Folios Date 

 

Figural Illuminations (not 
including borders) 

Sherbrooke Missal Aberystwyth, National Library Wales MS 15536 E fols. 343 c.1310-1320 15 

Tiptoft Missal New York, Pierpoint Morgan Library MS M.107 fols. 360 1311-1332 18 

O/Trinity MS 8 Oxford, Trinity College MS 8 fols. 292 end of C14th 17 

Litlyngton Missal London, Westminster Abbey MS 37 fols. 341 1383-4 65 

Carmelite Missal London, BL, Add MS 29704-5 fols. 212 1395 52 (as reconstructed) 

C/Trinity B.11.3 Cambridge, Trinity College Missal MS B.11.3 fols. 297 c.1380-1400 26 

Sherborne Missal London, BL, Add MS 74236 fols .347 c.1400 ? (not yet calculated) 

Valencia Missal Valencia, Biblioteca Capitular MS 166 fols. 299 1370-80 15 

Hatton 1 Oxford, Bodleian MS Hatton 1 fols. 229 late C14th 17 

Oriel Missal Oxford, Oriel College MS 75 fols. 320 c.1405-1415 38 
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Missal 
 

Exorcism of Salt 
& Water 

1st Sunday in 
Advent 

Christmas 
Day (ox & ass 
present in all) 

Feast of 
Stephen 

Feast of John 
the Evangelist 

Holy 
Innocents 

Feast of 
Thomas 
Becket 

Circumcision Epiphany: Each 
scene is Adoration 
of the Kings 

Palm 
Sunday 

Easter Ascension Pentecost Trinity 
Sunday 

Corpus Christi Anniversary 
Dedication of a 
Church 

Sherbrooke  

 
(Atypically found 
at end of the 
missal, see 
Sanctorale table) 

1.Two clerics read 
from lectern 
2.Kneeling priest 
offers his praying 
soul at altar, 
Christ in cloud 
watches  

Joseph 
seated, Mary 
reclining, 
Christ in a 
manger 

 

 
 
 
  

      Resurrected 
Christ steps from 
 tomb witnessed 
 by an angel 
(2 sleeping soldiers) 

Mary & apostles 
ōŜƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ 
( no mount) 

Mary & apostles  
(seated) receive 
tongues of fire 
from Holy Dove 

   

Tiptoft  

 
Priest with situla 
reads from book 
held in left hand 

Two kneeling men 
either side of a 
church pray to 
Christ in Majesty 

A midwife 
hands Christ 
to Mary, 
Joseph sits 

 

       Christ, with angel, 
 arises from a 
 high tomb under  
which are soldiers 
(2 sleeping, 1 
awake) 

Mary and 
apostles below 
the lower body 
of the ascending 
Christ 
No mount  

Mary (central) 
surrounded by 
apostles; dove 
flies down, but 
does not impart 
tongues of fire 

Gnadenstuhl   Mitred figure, 
accompanied by 
three clerics, blesses 
a church with holy 
water 

 
O/  Trinity 
MS 8 

Priest at desk 
lectern with  
acolyte who  
holds a ball of salt 
and stands by a 
situla 

Priest and acolyte 
kneel in prayer 
before altar 

Joseph 
seated, Mary 
reclining, 
holds Jesus; 
ox & ass eat 
from the 
fodder-filled 
manger  

     Elder king 
bareheaded, Mary 
not crowned; elder 
king touches and 
ƪƛǎǎŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǊƳΤ 
2nd king points to 
non-visible star  

 Resurrected Christ 
steps from tomb 
onto a waking 
soldier 
(1 sleeping 
 soldier,  
2 awake,1 
smiling/laughing) 

Mary (not 
central) & Peter 
on either side of 
mount with 
apostles below 
Ascending Jesus;  
mount has no 
footprints 

Mary & apostles 
kneel as the 
dove flies down, 
but does not 
impart tongues 
of fire 

Gnadenstuhl 
with crucifix 
resting on an 
orb 
 

Priest 
administers 
sacrament to 4 
kneeling 
laymen 

Mitred figure with 
acolyte applies holy 
water to exterior of 
church 
 

Litlyngton  Priest at lectern 
before altar and 
acolyte with salt 
and situla.  

Kneeling lay 
figure praying at 
empty altar with 
speech scroll; 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎκDƻŘΩǎ 
head appears in 
cloud, top right 

Joseph 
seated, Mary 
reclining, 
Christ in a 
manger; 
Joseph holds 
a gift (?) 

Stephen
vested 
as 
deacon,  
holds 
cloth 
and 
stones 

John  
with book, 
eagle,  and 
palm 

Massacre 
with 
Herod, 
seated 
on 
throne, 
as 
witness 

Thomas 
Becket 
seated   
 
 
defaced 

aŀǊȅΩǎ 
Presentation 
[sic] of Christ 
with St Anne, 
holding a 
taper, and 
Joseph with 
turtle doves  

Elder king 
bareheaded, Mary 
crowned; 
2nd king point to a 
star 

Arma 
Christi 

Resurrected Christ, 
with banner, 
steps from tomb 
onto a sleeping 
soldier 
(2 sleeping 
 soldiers, 2 awake ) 

Mary (central) & 
apostles around 
mount below 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
feet; mount has 
footprints 

1.Mary (central) 
& apostles 
receive tongues 
of fire from Holy 
Dove  
2. This octave  
has [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
arms  

Bench throne 
Trinity with 
orb between 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΩ 
feet. 

Procession: 
laypeople 
carry canopy 
over priest 
with ciborium; 
other clerics 
go before 

Mitred figure applies 
holy water to 
exterior of church 
with aspergillum; 
acolyte holds a situla. 

C/Trinity 
B.11.3  

Priest and  
acolyte at lectern 
with situla 

Kneeling lay 
figure offers up 
naked, praying 
ǎƻǳƭ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
head shown in a 
cloud  

Joseph 
seated, Mary 
reclining  
holds 
swaddled 
Jesus  

    Mary  and 
Joseph with  
Christ 
(clothed) at 
the 
circumcision 

Elder king crowned 
and Mary not 
 
No star 
(C15th page bound 
in later) 

 Resurrected Christ 
 steps from tomb 
(1 sleeping soldier , 
1 awake) 

Mary (central) & 
apostles below 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ. 
 
No mount 

Mary (central) & 
apostles receive 
tongues of fire 
from Holy Dove 

 Procession: 
laypeople 
carry a canopy 
over priest 
with ciborium 

Mitred figure with 
acolyte applies holy 
water to exterior of 
church; 
 acolyte holds book 
open for his superior 

Valencia,  
 

Priest reads from 
book at lectern 
and blesses water 
in situla 

 Nativity (no 
details) 

     Adoration (no 
details) 

 Christ steps from 
the tomb (no 
details) 

Ascension (no 
details) 

5 apostles (no 
details) 

Gnadenstuhl 
with God 
seated on a 
rainbow 

Priest holds a 
ciborium with 
visible host 
under canopy  

Bishop asperging a 
church (no details) 

Hatton 1   Christ in 
Judgement seated 
on a rainbow 

Mary on a 
canopied bed 
in an exterior 
landscape 
holds Christ; 
Joseph stands 
by a small fire 

    Circumcision 
of Christ by a 
seated priest; 
angel collects 
blood in a 
bowl, Joseph 
not present 

Elder king 
bareheaded, Mary 
crowned and on a 
canopied throne 
 
No star 

 Resurrected  
Christ steps from  
tomb 
(3 sleeping soldiers, 
 1 awake) 

 

Mary (not 
central) & 
apostles around 
mount below 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
feet; mount has 
footprints 

Mary & Peter 
kneel on either 
side of mount 
with apostles; 
Holy Dove 
imparts tongues 
of fire 

Gnadenstuhl 
with ornate 
crenulated 
throne; God 
gives blessing; 
Crucifix rests 
on orb 

2 priests swing 
censers before 
a monstrance 
on a curtained 
altar; 2 
acolytes 
present  

Mitred figure with 
acolyte applies holy 
water to exterior of 
church watched by 
bystander/patron? 

Oriel  
 

Priest at lectern 
blesses water, 
acolyte holds salt 

Annunciation 
scene where both 
Gabriel and Mary 
are kneeling with 
scrolls 

Mary reclines 
on a bed 
which Joseph 
sits on the 
end of; Jesus 
is in the 
manger 

Stephen 
kneeling 
is 
stoned 
by 2 
men 

John in an 
interior with 
chalice and 
palm frond 

  Seated priest 
circumcises 
Christ, who is 
supported by 
Mary while 
Anne watches  

Elder king 
bareheaded, Mary 
not;  
2nd king points to 
star; 
 Joseph sits to one 
side 

Entry 
into 
city on 
a 
donkey 

Resurrected  
Christ steps from  
tomb onto soldier 
(1 sleeping soldier, 
2 awake) 
 

Mary (not 
central) & Peter 
on either side of 
mount with 
apostles below 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
feet; mount has 
footprints 

Mary (central) & 
Apostles receive 
tongues of fire 
from Holy Dove 

Gnadenstuhl  
with God 
blessing 
 
No orb 

Procession: 4 
clerics hold 
canopy priest 
with ciborium; 
wafer is visible  

Mitred figure with 3 
clerics reads from an 
open book; all stand 
with their backs to 
the church with the 
holy water in front of 
them 

Table F.1: Temporale Illumination in Missals         All illuminations are recorded chronologically except for Canon of the Mass, even when in the Temporale (see table F.2) 
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 Position of 
the Mass  

Where in the first Mass image 
occurs 

Ordo Image subject matter Crucifixion  Beginning of the Canon of the Mass  (Te 
Igitur) 

Other  images in the Canon of 
the Mass  

Sherbrooke  After the 
Temporale, 
following the 
anniversary 
for Dedication 
of a Church 

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse at Per omnia secula before 
the Common Preface to the 
Canon of the Mass 

1. A priest washing his hands before 
Mass: an acolyte holds the bowl 
while the covered chalice is on an 
altar behind the priest 
2. V of vere dignum in this same 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ  ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
head  

No Abraham stayed from sacrificing Isaac who is 
on an makeshift altar of  faggots of firewood in 
an exterior setting 
 

1. P of first Per omnia: priest with 
deacon celebrating Mass 

 
2. P of Pater noster: /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ    

Tiptoft 
 

In the 
Temporale, 
before  the 
service for 
Easter  

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse  in P for  Per omnia secula      
but pre that of the Common 
Preface to the Canon of the Mass 

1. Celebration of Mass: tonsured 
cleric, stands behind another 
tonsured cleric, who has his hands on 
shoulders of 3rd, who blesses a 
chalice on an altar 
2. Abraham stayed from sacrificing 
Isaac who stands before an outside 
altar  

Missing A priest elevates the host with two attendant 
tonsured priests; above, Christ crucified, 
flanked by Mary and John 
 
Rright border, John the Evangelist and John the 
Baptist  

None  

O/Trinity MS 8 
 

In the 
Temporale, 
before  the 
service for 
Easter 

No Images: floral initials in the 
Preface to the Mass 
 
 
 
 

No images Missing Replacement Canon with space left for Te 
igitur initial 

None 

Litlyngton  
 

After the 
Temporale 
following the 
anniversary 
for Dedication 
of a Church  

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse at Per omnia secula before 
the Common Preface to the 
Canon of the Mass 

Elevation of the host by priest at 
altar, a kneeling acolyte holds a 
lighted taper 

Full page Italianate Crucifixion 
miniature 
 
Passion scenes, evangelist 
symbols and heraldry in the 
border; Kissing cross beneath 

Abraham stayed from sacrificing Isaac on an 
interior altar;angel points to ram 
 
Angel musicians in borders 

P of first Per omnia: /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ 
with topknot. 

C/Trinity B.11.3 
 

In the 
Temporale, 
before the  
service for 
Easter 
 

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse at Per omnia secula before 
the Common Preface to the 
Canon of the Mass 

Three tonsured clerics before an 
altar: one priest and two deacons; 
the altar is empty 

Missing Abraham stayed from sacrificing Isaac who 
kneels before an outside altar; angel points to 
the ram 

None 

Valencia 
 

In the 
Temporale, 
before the  
service for 
Easter 

Te Igitur at the Canon of the 
Mass 

None 
 

None/missing? Sacrifice of Isaac (no details) None  

Hatton 1 
  

In the 
Temporale, 
before the 
service for 
Easter 

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse at Per omnia secula before 
the Common Preface to the 
Canon of the Mass 

Back view of a priest with both hands 
spread, he is attended by two 
deacons and an acolyte;  layperson 
with book kneels to the right 

Missing Missing None 

Oriel In the 
Temporale, 
before the 
service for 
Easter 

At the end of the ordinarium 
Misse at Per omnia secula before 
the Common Preface to the 
Canon of the Mass 

Abraham stayed from sacrificing 
Isaac on an altar; angel, outside the 
initial; ram is present and there is 
kindling on the altar 

Full page Crucifixion miniature: 
Christ on Tau cross flanked by 
Mary and John the Evangelist 
 
Evangelist symbols on border 
corners and  kissing cross 
symbol beneath 

Meeting of Abraham and Melchizadech (King 
of Salem): the king hands bread and wine to 
Abraham as the latter stands in front of his 
army 

None 

Table F.2:  Mass Illuminations in Missals 
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Table 
F.3 

part 1 

Andrew Nicholas /Ωption  
 of Virgin 
Mary 

 Silvester  Edward 
/ΩǎǎƻǊ 
 

Purification of the Virgin St Peter 
in 
cathedra 

Annunciation Dunstan John the Baptist  Peter & Paul  /ΩƳƳŜƳ 
of  Paul 

Feast of Relics Mary 
Magdalene 

Peter ad Vincula 

 
 

Sherbrooke 
 

Andrew 
crucified on 
saltire cross 
 
 

    Mary hands Christ to man 
with covered hands, Anne 
holds a basket of turtle 
doves 
Joseph not present 
No altar or taper 

         

 
 
 

Tiptoft 

Andrew being 
lashed to the 
saltire cross 
by 2 men 

    Mary hands Christ across 
an altar to a priest who has 
covered hands; 
Joseph holds a basket with 
turtle doves 
 
No St Anne or taper 

 Exterior scene with 
both figures standing: 
Gabriel, left, with a 
scroll indicates the 
dove of the spirit to 
Mary who holds a 
small book; between 
them is a vase of lilies 

 John in poor clothes is 
shown with a disc upon 
which is the lamb of God 
with banner 

     

 
O/Trinity 

MS 8 

Andrew being 
lashed to a 
saltire cross 
by 2 men 

    Mary hands the infant to a 
mitred priest. 
 Anne holds a basket with 
turtle doves. 
 Joseph is not present 

   Nativity of the saint: 
Elizabeth holds the baby 
while Zechariah watches 
and writes in a book 

     

 
 
 

Litlyngton 

*  Andrew 
being lashed 
to a saltire 
cross by 2 
men 

*Nicholas as 
bishop with 
mitre & crosier 

*  Anna & 
Joachim 
embrace 
outside 
golden 
gates 

**  First 
feast in 
the [Ωǘƻƴ 
{ΩŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ   
Silvester  
on throne 
wears 
tiara 

Edward 
on 
throne 
holding 
ring 

Mary hands Christ across 
an altar to Jewish priest 
who has covered hands; 
Joseph holds taper and 
basket with turtle doves 
 
No St Anne 

Peter 
stands 
holding 
key and 
book 

Gabriel, left, holds 
scroll and kneels to 
Mary who is kneeling 
at an open book on a 
lectern 

Dunstan 
vested and 
mitred 

John, between trees, 
holds a book on which is 
a lamb; other animals are 
present 

Tonsured Peter 
with keys  and 
book is opposite 
Paul with sword 

Paul with 
sword and 
book 
between 
trees 

Cleric behind an 
altar with 5 
reliquaries 

Mary between 
2 trees with jar 

Peter enthroned 
with tiara and 
double cross staff 

 
 

C/Trinity 
B.11.3 

 

Andrew being 
lashed to a 
saltire cross 
by 2 men 

    Mary hands the child across 
an altar to a Jewish priest 
who has covered hands;  
Joseph holds a taper and 
basket with turtle doves 

 Gabriel, left, holds 
scroll and kneels to 
Mary who is kneeling 
 
No lectern 

 Nativity of the saint: 
Elizabeth holds the child 
and Zechariah watches 
with arms across his 
breast; a young girl 
(midwife?) looks at the 
mother 

Tonsured Peter 
with keys  and 
book is opposite 
Paul with sword 

 Cleric behind an 
altar with 6 
reliquaries 

  

 
Valencia 

Andrew 
crucified (no 
details) 

    Presentation (no details)  Annunciation  (no 
details) 

       

 
 

Hatton 1 

Andrew, with 
Simon Peter, 
stepping into 
the sea from 
his boat as 
Jesus calls him 

    Mary hands the child across 
an altar to a Jewish priest 
who has covered hands; 
Joseph holds a basket with 
turtle doves; Anne holds a 
taper 

 Exterior scene: 
Gabriel kneels on the 
right; Mary stands 
and between them is 
a vase of lilies 
No scroll or lectern 

 John is seated among 
trees with an oǇŜƴ ōƻƻƪΩ 
he holds the resurrection 
banner and a lamb, which 
places its hoof on the 
open page  

     

 
 

Oriel 

Andrew being 
lashed to a 
saltire cross 
by 2 men 

Nicholas with 
3 boys in a 
barrel and 
executioner in 
position of 
supplicant 

   Mary & Anne hold tapers, 
Joseph holds a basket with 
turtle doves, a figure in red 
hands the infant across the 
altar to a Jewish priest, who 
has covered hands 

 Gabriel holds scroll 
and kneels to Mary 
who stands  at open 
book which rests on 
an ornate stone prie-
dieu  

 John is seated between 2 
trees and points towards 
a seated lamb with staff 
 
No book 

Tonsured Peter 
with keys  and 
book is opposite 
Paul with sword 

    

 

  Table F.3 Sanctorale Illumination in Missals        * In the Litlyngton Missal the Sanctorale begins with Silvester, therefore the three feasts marked with * (below) actually follow respectively after the Feast of Katherine 



 

260 
 

Table 
F.3. 

part 2: 

Lawrence Assumption Bartholomew Nativity of 
Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

Exaltatio
n of the 
Cross 

/ƻƳƳŜƳΩ ƻŦ 
Matthew 

Michael ¢Ωǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
9ŘǿŀǊŘ  /ƻƴŦŜǎǎΩ  

All Saints Katherine Andrew 

 
Sherbrooke 

 

  Lost?          

 
 
 

Tiptoft 
 

 Mary,  in a 
mandorla, is 
lifted by two 
angels towards 
God, top left, 
who reaches 
towards her 
 
No tomb 

 Anne reclines 
while the 
midwife 
washes the 
naked child 

    Christ, with book stands  on grass 
amid saints with their symbols 

  

 
 

O/Trinity 
MS 8 

 

 Mary,  in a 
mandorla, is 
lifted from her 
tomb by 2 angels 

 A midwife 
hands the 
baby to Anne 
who reclines 
on a bed 
 
Joachim not 
present 

    Christ with orb blesses, 
surrounded by seated saints 

 See 1st column 

 
 
 
 

Litlyngton 

Lawrence on 
a gridiron 
over a fire is 
goaded by 2 
tormentors 

Mary is guided 
upwards from 
her tomb by 4 
angels; Christ 
reaches down to 
receive her 

Bartholomew 
stands with book, 
knife and flayed 
skin over his arm 

Within a 
curtained 
bed, Anne 
holds Mary 
and Joachim 
points to 
them 

Clothed 
crucifix 
stands 
between 
2 tapers 
on an 
altar 

Matthew stands 
with red book and 
scroll with his name 

Michael slays a 
dragon; his shield 
has the red cross 
on white back 
ground  

Edward shown reclining on 
tomb slab, feretory above 

Christ with orb blesses within an 
arc of seated saints 
 
Borders show the hierarchy of 
saints 

Katherine, crowned, 
kneels praying 
between 2 spiked 
wheels; 2 swords 
from heaven strike 
the wheels and 
wound her 
tormentors 

*  
 

 
 

C/Trinity  
B.11.3 

 

 Mary is lifted by 4 
angels from her 
tomb 
 
No mandorla or 
Christ 

 Anne holds 
the child and 
Joachim 
points to 
them 

  Michael as a 
golden seraph 
holds weighing 
scales 

 Christ with orb blesses; the heads 
of 3 tiers of saints are on either 
side of him. 

 See 1st column 

 
Valencia 

 Mary in mandorla 
lifted by angels  

      Christ with cross flanked by busts 
of 4 male saints 
 

  

 
 

Hatton 1 

 Mary, in a 
mandorla, is 
lifted by 4 angels. 
 
No tomb 

      Christ with crossed orb blesses 
seated saints that surround him 
on both sides 

 See 1st column 

 
 
 

Oriel 

Lawrence 
vested as 
deacon, holds 
a book and 
gridiron 

Mary, crowned, is 
lifted upwards by 
2 angels; Thomas 
catches her 
girdle. 
 
No mandorla or 
tomb 

 A midwife 
hands the 
baby to Anne 
who reclines 
on a bed 
 
Joachim not 
present 

  Michael slays a 
dragon; his shield 
has a white cross 
on red back 
ground 

Edward crowned and with 
sceptre stands holding a  ring 
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Table F.3. Part 3 
 

Vigil for an 
Apostle 

Martyr Feast of 
Confessor 

Feast of a Virgin  Commemoration  
of Trinity 

Office for Advent Funeral Other at this point 

 
Sherbrooke 

 

Figure holding a 
palm  

      Blessing of salt and water: 2 clerics at 
lectern with aspergillum and situla 

 
Tiptoft 

 

Peter with key 
and Paul with 
sword 

       

 
O/Trinity MS 8 

 

Apostle holds a 
tree outside a 
sheltered shrine 

       

 
 
 

Litlyngton 

Male saint holds 
red book and 
stands in a 
golden gateway. 
Pater & Paul in 
borders 

 Mitred 
figure with 
crosier 
bestows a 
blessing 

Young woman 
stands between 
2 trees with a 
book 

Gnadenstuhl  Annunciation Bier draped with gold 
cloth. 4 hooded 
mourners on far side. 5 
lit tapers  stand  near 
and on bier 

 

 
 

C/Trinity B.11.3 
 

Apostle points to 
an open book 
and stands 
between 2 trees 

    Annunciation Bier draped with striped 
cloth surrounded on 
both sides by tapers  

Marriage: Head of man and woman 

 
Valencia 

 

        

 
Hatton 1 

 

        

 
 
 
 
 

Oriel 

Male saint holds 
a fruiting tree 
and points to it 

1  
Beheaded 
martyr & 
executioner 
2 
Executioner 
about to 
behead a 
martyr 
3  
Company 
of martyrs 
4  
Martyrs in 
stocks 
 

1 
Mitred 
figure with 
crosier 
bestows a 
blessing 
 
2  
Company 
of 
confessors 

1  
Virgin martyr 
with saw 
 
2  
Virgin boiled 
alive 

  Priests at draped bier 
 
Damaged 
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Chapter One

CƛƎΦ мΦмΥ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳΣ
fol. 289r

Fig. 1.2: bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻŀǘ 
of arms, Litlyngton Missal,
fol. 289r

CƛƎΦмΦоΥ .ƛǎƘƻǇ IŜƴǊȅ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊΩǎ secretum

Fig . 1.2a: Despenser 
arms in stained glass,  
Dewsbury Minster, North 
Transept
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Fig. 1.4: [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ LLΦ  ²Φ!ΦaΦ фптп 
(Transcription, Appendix B.3)

Fig. 1.5: Decorated rafters of the Jerusalem Chamber, Westminster 
Abbey. 

CƛƎΦ мΦсΥ 5ŜǎǇŜƴǎŜǊ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛǘǊŜ ōƻǊŘǳǊŜΣ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ 
Hall, Westminster Abbey. 
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Figs. 1.7: Corbel with abbot 
ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ 
ŀǊƳǎΣ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ IŀƭƭΣ 
Westminster Abbey. The 
mitre and crosier are in relief.

Fig.1.9:  RΦ !ŎƪŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ мумс ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ Iŀƭƭ

Figs. 1.8:Corbel with 
erroneous Despenser arms

The fretwork lines  are in 
relief.
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Fig. 1.11:  Present day condition of 
the boss where the coronet is just 
discernible. 

Fig. 1.12: W.A.MΦ фптмΥ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ [ƛǘƭȅƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǘŜ 
to Westminster Abbey. The seals are of Nicholas Litlyngton (left) and the abbey.

Fig. 1.10: [ŜǘƘŀōȅΩǎ1925 sketch of 
the boss at the cloister entry, 
Westminster Re-examined,p. 145
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Chapter Two

Fig. 2.1: Edward the Confessor initial, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 225v

Fig. 2.2: Whole page, Translation of Edward the 
Confessor, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 277v

 



 

263 
 

Fig. 2.3:  Edward the Confessor 
Translation initial, fol. 277v

CƛƎΦ нΦпΥ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ 
Shrine, Westminster Abbey

Figs. 2.5 and 2.6: Whole 
page and initial of Feast 
of SS Peter and Paul, 
Litlyngton Missal, fol. 
249v
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Fig. 2.7 and 2.8:  Whole page and border detail of the Vigil of an Apostle, Litlyngton 
Missal, fol. 289r

Fig. 2.9: Ascension initial, Litlyngton 
Missal, fol.  106v

Fig. 2.10: Assumption initial, 
Litlyngton Missal, fol.  263r
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Fig. 2.10a:  Whole page, Assumption, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 263r
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Figs. 2.11 and 2.12: Whole page 
and initial of Annunciation, 
Litlyngton Missal, fol.  235v

Figs, 2.13 and 2.14: Whole 
page and initial of Conception 
of Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Litlyngton Missal, fol. 286v
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Figs. 2.15 and 2.16: Whole page and detail of Pentecost, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 111v
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Fig. 2.17: Pentecost, Sherborne Missal, 
BL, MS Add 74236, p,260

Fig. 2.18: Pentecost, Ranworth
!ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴŀƭΣ {ǘ IŜƭŜƴΩǎΣ 
Ranworth, Norfolk, fol. 101r

Fig. 2.19: Pentecost, 
Cambridge, Trinity College 
B.11.3, fol. 149r

Fig. 2.20: Epiphany detail,                           
Litlyngton Missal, fol.26r
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Fi.g.2.21: Defaced St Silvester initial, Litlyngton 
Missal, fol. 225r

Fig. 2.22: Detail of Kissing Cross, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 
157*v
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Figs, 2.23 and 2.24: Whole page and initial of Feast of St Stephen, 
Litlyngton Missal, fol. 21r
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Figs. 2.25 : Whole page, opening page after the calendar, Litlyngton Missal, fol. 9r

 


