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Abstract

Britainds memory of the Second Worl d War col
nar r,atdsaer ettt hat omay®i rms mor al clarity, her oi
to the wartime generation. Yet in the digita
shaped by algorithmic visibility, afofné dtnieve
news. This thesis examaqetsi étfoavdl t @agedacared s
aut horitative fripgrueteast iparnts fofr walred wanrt et hat de
It argues that digital pl atforms now serve |
performative spaces in which national me mory

Drawing on cultural memory theory,(i rddlscdiumg e
medi a ,ppudiesabndospbol apgpsytcbol ®igyg en t he
20, the research investigates three moments
Dresden bombing, an episode | ong associated
Eachionavsxresni gasesnctive form of authority: t
mor al voice of a religvowiucejloafadhearl ,i sand utr me
hi st.orThaem t hesi s rtespeeds i hewcahbksr for repent
refl enondiedim ough a disomrarvecaohathon (in spe
tel evisioht ;apmedreadrnicaers idrce plsshdooklhinde news out
to reception and contestation-mewitahithrreaadér

a mi-nxeetdeaompr oach, it reveawsrddwambdsbyi hhery
subjected to intense scrutiny in online com
di splays of patriotic authenticity.

Overall, the thesis demonstrates f(clhhatseBrsiutsai
but a dynamic symbolic resource deployed actr
assign bl ame, and sustain affective engageme
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1940, during the height of the Battle of Bri

the House of Commons, used this |ine to pay
the i sland from invasi oni nilsn froadcarepr miesseeingd
remembrance repeated at every ceremony, a re

Boris Johnson decl ared on Beance nebdr acnecree nBounnydéa yi
we know the unpayable debt we &@Whi $hoseeben
transcends political di vi des. More recently,
Starmer reaffi®@mddbbhbab Wwhe mathiemed victory

fully ®e repaid

This bipartisan consensus i,anaembbemdt byt
come t o rheypprearsmeemonanat ida e disipgltit yaapdearfioprtneadn c e
nati onaiwhiidenttihtey.poppy and the solemn rites
in and remainteaeameéshwadt awiit hn (@©ds thhiegltrliirght M

the 2018, céehegnarry) not °niReartenleyr stthaatni ca catritnigf

inston aheewpbodse of Commons, 20 August 1940, transc
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eir St aBemal Pr d®mGraantddaf tuilfhm v&ku YowBer vi ced, open |l etter
VE Day 80, 4 May 2025, hdaaydy blfe/hvendunvEg f a tneakt g Hoemymaku c o m/ v e

w
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2Bori s JohMisnowt,leedTtviia b iRe mémber s 0, 14 Nov. 2021, avail a
ht
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yosrer siagdeé ar mer [accessed 31 October 2025].

“‘Sefel exandre Christoyannopoulos, '"A Pacifist Critique
Commemorationsd | ncreasCmigtl iyc dle gM,imloinZ @2 4Mi b ti Middr@osrm'a, M
Basham, '"Gender, Race, Militarism and RE6emedbrankleacdh
& CultaBe6 (2016), p. 888.

SFor an overview of the centenary commemorations, see
Cultural Memory, Conti ty, and Change in the First

nui
University of Kent, 2024).
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ti meless vessel for national gri ef, Ni chol ac
hew and contorted meaning®°Tihre durowmodeérars o
G nseparable from our experience of countl ess

Wor | d Wabopteor altrianqg, not as a f adidgnegalbiltoyo m hoaft

perpetually rejuven@&ted by continuing sacrif

Buttr etstsied shymbol i c confl aitli9dnd, comé | me mo h:
el evated into the nationbs O6sactae shasgpgaiobtf
foundation of what BYPataiai wa®imembirmmmwékss hou
as a Gitewttrodly and whol eheart@déty, yohebeéoygs
to make this story immutable and unquesti on
demanding total consensus, the O0sacredd narrtr

expl ores how that namdreat i vaendi sr echalpleengiend,

investigating how authoritative intervention
press and negotiated within the volatile are

As Samuel not es, digital culture invites:s
memori es o, meaning that to understand the mi
one must examine how it is o6archiveds®&nd. cur

Focusing onoft hBr @dodndans niggn plax45 cul ar |l y&fraugh

wartime | egacy, the thesis examines how, ove

Ni cholas The SRBopper sA Cul tur al Hi st or y Lfornodno nAnci ent
Oneworl d Publications, 2013), p. 2.

“lbid., p. 3, p. X.

8Al ec Ryrie, 6Our Sacred Storyo6 (documentary, BBC Rad
https:// www. bbc.co.uk/ programmes/ m0OOp60n [accessed 3
°Christoyannopoulos, p. 17.

Mi chael Samuel, 'Finest Hour 2.0:-1Ddbygoamhe NBst @il gi ce

COVHDE®, the Second Worl d WHrOx famrd  ;t lNe w drea lpo.f BRRrlietri dlar
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and historical spheres have engaged with a

resonance, political pressur e, daokdk otnrnenyd e ma n

The strategic bombs nFge bofu aDrye slded4n5 ohno [1d3s a
hi storical, mor al , and symbolic, t hat hel p
Ger man comme moGoantd uvcet ecdu litnurseuupport of the So
paralyse German communications, the raid des
centre and killed t#&Alst bpbudhobDsasdiesn odomti avii ih
administrative offices and a majdolro rrean clewaoyn n
El®hea cultural jewel whose destruct®HOwo reson

RAF night waves and a USAAF daylight stri ki

incendiaries that sparked a firestor m, over
trapped thousands in cell arGemhaemnr es wxwigwear i«
scenes of asphyxiati on, heat so intense it
de &d.

Dresdendés symbolic afsemitdambyhtoiwkelve.r , Thhe
cul tur al status, the timing of the attack so
by both Nazi and | ater GDR p r d pnangoacheiiiab r ecni st uyr
Opfer amadth) | at ed for no | egi ti mat epupbdripcos e
consci Y uCshruerscsh.i | | hi msel f expr esiardc hdi 5% dH5nf
me moandjwmsti oning whether Allied bdmbhiPmng had
"paul Addison and Jeremy A. Crang OPrRifracster m: Paul A

Bombi ng ofL oDrdeosnd:e nP)i mpi cobx. 2006
ZFErederi Ok efaglnor Tuesday,Lolnd ofmeb rBU aroymnsbu45, 2005), p.

BCrang, 'Victor KAdmpsper asdPiCeagtgmi{ mad&n) ,

“Stephan Petzold, '"Challenging the Politics of Ger man
Anniversary of the Dr &sdeanBbombepngdd3IiLeee2@PpO5p, 442.
®Christopher C. Harmon, 'Are We Beasts?' Churchill an

BombiNegwport Paper(sNetvipo rDte,c eRthbede | sl and: Naval War Cc
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I n subsequent decades, the raid became a t ¢
revisionist writers, invoked by pacifists,
have | ong contested these narratyvesand ¢omgha

functions and the strategic context of Febru
not only the raidds justification but the de

constituted a war cri me.

Thi s c¢onobfi naulitownr al |l oss, propagandi stic
enduring historiographical contention that n
More than any other Allied raid, it forces ¢
cbri shed n@ooddbamade tohfe adr ut al realities of ail
this volatilitrgesosamamgpheaki cethsubledomd damor ¢
touchstone through whi che daretnempoyr,arey pBreistso ro

or contest the bocanrd@driyes of the warti me

While the three case studies examined in
t eynear span, from 2011 to 2020, this tempor
reflects a period of acute poBirtit@aaln, duwlt uwmmg

previously stable consensus points surroundi

the Second World War came under sustained pr

di sruptions: the Br exiptearne fUanri eomd -e & thieed Ir i stewme
and popul i st politics, declining trust i n
secul arisation, and the rapid expansion of d

Within this context, previously sag¢rali sce

|l ong treated as stabl begpameat sewlfy moxmds ecdon

reinterpretation, and emoti onal contestation
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cade, the thesis captures not a timeless p
rtrsamessdry was both vigorously defended an
nditions of heightened visibility, pol ari s

her e.

The following chapters ar.€¢o deesg@m@&pleetro b
tails the research design. 't explains thi
thority figures) through mediation (by onl
blic comment threads). laf owstilngne&n dthuer aeltl
tad from onlMaiel Grol@rmnees §li amdht Aasir associ at

ges, and details tmhd eampaleytitdhals amprmaoach u

Chapltweorhest abl i shes the core theoretical f
pl oring the mechanisms of coll ective memor
gui ng t&h aitd entniattyi oins notdngat h HEB@leli )n hlkeuwii It tan
ared, emotionally resonant narratives. Fro
Bxi f@aumdacr edha thtegreynoni ¢ narrative (Lacl at
tol ogical -smparialy agea npybtshedxipdl tolr eeds E rhchlea ndd
sul ar, restGil @ ®&tne B(itBeateak)sneand ve, gl obal p O\

curitisation (Broecker) and dislocation, i

rceived threats, making it a central compo
identity.

Ch apTtherpereovi des the cruci al hi storical cCo

aces the complex public memory of RAF Bomb

powhar ambival ence and arngitnd@Tihesaactihieapnt etro dao cm

how the campaign has becomesaicrsere glsti ngil yua< ¢
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in theage gotf @dorut r mgeal critique of t he bomb
hi storical debate but as sacrilege,s maakri ng
me mory.

We then turn to the FKasmalstysay tamalysdceaspt
Gregg, a British veteran and ®&meéwhemn pbudnhbicn g
|l abel |l edivahe Garegg arepresent ed a saperreefdoruynd c |
This chapte®Bl| axlpl| héptesrpatcifefge ctow onl i ne disco
revered his expdeei evatsd athhaiaileteuhaolrliyihyiex(p embt Bahg
conclusions as i gnorant, senil e, or traito

appropriatenckdby odiuftflenresntt o serve conflicting

ChapRiewexamines the 2015 media firestorm
Weldyreconciliatordumsipergchhe nc®mmesmemati ons
anniversargnotthe hei taypaddgses hec oGhpurecxh roofl eEn
a historic architectd aaodvial moeleir giDani tyi tMaa f g
and its online re&@derash ioppatoefforcdnddesdr eVdenbabtly i t i
apolemgacting a r.Thual caceespuldyi ermposes the
|l oop between media frami ng -saemat eadu ds deshi@&iéceioount

figures who chadl enge national my t h

ChapSeirnvestigates the 2020 recé&ptbiooonk , of
Dresd@bRi:r et ead knelsts ex@é atr e so 6 hne xtphea tgospeul | st
sphere, argu nmguarhadad ,Mcrkeaggonci | ®lan otrga ch,i smed
headl i nes and comment threads 0fVaesd uce da bwiassr wa

The analysis shows how commenters ,c@®jnsdtriurcgd ¢

%¥Term used by TomTNecbDehsthiof hEspbobkse: The Campaign
Knowl edge and Vehnyd ietd nMa(tQxefrosr d: Oxford University Pre
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professional historical met hodswheéeme favecudot
post me(moheg iinherited, affective me moraynd o f

al gorithmi GaolmMmpo ndisédeinesrmesied t o aggaesstfvetpry

Ul ti mad edbyt c drteheosféa st Bsent s t haen ciunltneil n aetcit
journey that bemgadmdBmrrtai st vidbhsweopaGebwmanme a s
of how Britain views itself. By dissecting t
stating that Ththeairs smakés matdsiegmri.fi cant th

contribution to the field of Memory Studies

memory cultures and digital participatory sj
pot entpipdlyionfg ai gorous historical anal ysis t
online cammemtss.t h Mass Observation projec
hi storians for its ability to capture the s
public sentiment, this thesis argues that di

archive for the®By sdmogaaqinn @ fwimdhhotshiicsy i tha s e @i

critical anal ysis of the precise mechani sms
i mai nt,aineegdot i ated and al gorithmically pol i ce
"Samuel Bennett, &é6Mythopoetic Legitimation and the Re

Journal of Langu2alg e2 a(n2d@ 2ZMaalr,ii tpipar <l BEiIOrGente,r ati on of Pos
Writing and Visual CWletwuryer Akft €olumdi dolUocaestsi ty Pr e
®¥See Annebella Pollen, 'Research Methodology in Mass
valuable as a chimpamHHied'os ytNarpgahdDp( AbWBBhealzgpwo" 213
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Chapter One: Methodol ogy, Ethics and

Thi s ptrhoepdoilsseets moment s of historical controver
news and soci al medi a, of fer a valwuabl e win
memoilfhe research traces how memory moves f
medi ation (by news outlets), to rTehciesptd hoanp taen
explains the rationale for adopting a case
sources and pl atf or nshvax & Qi inGuiaer( dihdesd oengi r naapnht |
anidhe Twemes taensd t heir associated Facebook pag
guiding the selection of three diBrniithaitn desx

domi nanto fmetmoe ySecond Worl d War

I n addrawbng on prominent media schol ar
digital public sphere now offfoerr ss cohao |rtadnrisgset 0o ft

research heamggeet e o mpbeernyto nsde ctthieanrs pragmati c a\

an unprecedented historical source for exami
per f olrumeldi.ke surveys, interviews, or retrosp
naturally e@aewrirfiincg,r etaiche ons to historical

the emotional texture of public eAmnsg adgee nsematl ea

argues, comment sections functiomaag adiitves
bel ongi ng, grievance, and i dentificati on el
comme mo?%Tahteiscen .e x changes reveal how historica
activelyameégonewartleed in everyday digital enc

IMi chael Skey, ONaNdtoinaradlsint iaddsd 5SAVEe@dDrasd) , p. 846.
2Stephanie de SmMddregi rn@te mehce Cdilgl iadven g a Wa Meamor i es ' ,
Medi a, War, &3Ca@&nf(l2ie2te) , pp. 188
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Recent interdisciplinary research further
Studies of online nostalgia show that comm
expressions of affect that diff expesriigme nftiaclan
surbaged methods. As Areni and Todres note,
(in their case YouTube comment threads) allo

the past emerge in evermrydadyyndibgii tnagl serrapierdo rbon

constraints of tHKRe research process itself.

At the same ti me, the performative and
participation does not di mini sh its histori
Lebedev show, digitally mediated cr otwdasgea,ct i
and authenticity, influencing how historical
t hr€ar. hi storians of memory, these dynamics
phenomenon under investigation.

Read in this way, comment sections do not
the |live soci al i fe of memory in a fragmen

They offer a rare archive of hoandhiesmhoricmadl
inhabited at speaxzifocrcmmoimeavisdemce i tmeat has

the digital age. Wiclclordi agl expthia thaepmet h

online media coverage aedeubiecalcoomesitder aftsi
research. Finally, the chapter reflects on t
t hneot wi t hperainlds ngf wusing online data as a ke

SCharles S. Areni allmdhAdMa t Wenteo i eg's " ?' ICowlpy &vian @ niclee
oNostal gi aComm¥&a Vs Bied e osRefcrevaimn Du s tDe ©c ta dAepsp'l ,i ed Cogni t i v
Psychol3@y6 (2023), p . 1456.

‘0l ga Logunova and Pavel Lebedev, 'Orchestrated Cr owd
Memor y KWwanrgs''s, Col(lledg eJ ulloyn d200n2 5) ht t p s :c/r/owweg. Kkicd k iarcg u k /
i naut-fm&mt ii &idpiagtmieéoanbwar s [ accessed 15 December 2025].



U8 H

cover concerns about representativeness, ano
interpretive value of online sources for sch
Thaedoption of a Case Study Approach
Underpinning this methodology is a theoretic
memory studies, which regafrldend od Ulejcd atvet onean
negotiati on. Britainos domi nant Second Wor |
hegemonic discourse, embodying a cultural my
moral clarity. Rateedetdhioo ymar Batitwae ndosi nf or
sharply contrasting British heroism with Naz

Sever al scholars have examined how hegen
particularly through the | ens of securitisa
explored how moments of narrative chsaldfenge
hegemonic idéBShetdesarrbhéeésvhasw political act
charged memories of the past to restabilise
ont ol ogi cal security seeking, where memory
r elciabr ate <collective emotions by reinforcin
trabdari a M2l ksoo further el aborates wupon t
securitise historical memory, t hough intende
exacerbate existing historical ldnrexviidattiiensy, ipte
S60smacr e@lArscahoirye B8 &Radi o 4, 7 November 2020

[accessed
Secur it

Defend&S&e@&urBeyond th

https:// www. bbc.co.uk/ sounds/ play/ m0o0OOp60n
5Susanne Szkol a, d@lThre oRms Wfrf eNotsit vwd gOmt?0l ogi c al
the Sout hl rCtaaurcdhissucsiébp !l i n,aréy. IPo(l 24 @)a,] pSp.udSles
' bi d.

SMaria M2l ksoo, 66Memory Must Be

Di al,ogae&. 3 (2i@BY), pp. 221
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Rot hbergbés theory of mul tidirectional me |
than existing in isolation, memor i ¥Y%kenonrtyer ac
i's nosuam peame, but dynamically entangl ed. Me

but often generate friction or alternative ¢
to fix historical meani nlgy tlhhmdoargmi sed ubry ttilsea
competing narratives. Hannah Broecker exten
memory discourse relies on empty signifiers
context of wartime memobfy, dwhecbhecpaosi empns a
as they absor b c!'®Anst rsaudkcihc t csreyc umeoaf nfismgcst.oaf i Bar

closure but an ongoing and pr-dcawiongs pogect

Rot hberg and Broecker 6s theories illuminate
adapt t o .colrmteesset addyinoanmi cs are <centr al t o unc
chall enges to Britainbdés wartime narrative, s

Additionally, research by Krawatzek and
speaker identity and contextual framing in
narr @ffThees. study reveals that public recept.i
be heavily influenced by the perceived aut hc
the specific hi storical and pol iotcicaall. crdn ts
underscores the importance of examining not
the positional and symbolic power of those .

Mi chael Mwltthibckirgecti onal Memor y: Remembering the Hol
(stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2009).
YHannah BSeoceucrkietri,sati on as Hegemonic DicSChamseSfFoirmadr
2022) .

"F®l i x Krawatzek and George Soroka, 6Defending Histor
Perspectiv,es22.nl P@Ad24)c,s pp. 1
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my own approach, which analyses how the ide

hi storian) shapes the mediation and receptio

Whil e existing research offers valwuable
created and managed, much of it remains focu
example, explores affective %Kemowayt zedkl iatnidc sS

in turn |l ook at contemporary RWsd4i arhemammnrayn

they investigate are equally relevant to st
thus applies their theoretical insights to t
wartime narrative auwurs@avigated in public di

The three case studies chosen for my proj
firstly, the incidents generated significani
their i mpact on collective memowgr memondl yn
that complicated or challenged the dominant
di stinct for ms doifr escotc iwatratli naeu tehxopre rtiye n(c e, i n
anldi storical expertoksehowl {towi sgeaket 0s at den

reception.

Accordingly, this study explores how Brit

intersection of three fapoouesnal Artd ptolpeat atr g mf

or religious | eader, makes a public interven
Second Worl d War narrative. This interventi ol
coverage,; I n headlines mmemdadgygast nexawuempt f©e
often in highly wvhsebte anit aclkked otmmmeinbhe cove
?Szkol a, O6Trauma or Nostalgia?o.

BKrawatzek and Soroka, 6Defending History?o.
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or reinterpreting both the figureds message

hi storical event i tsel .

I n this way, each case study examines a
moves from articulation to media mediati on,
how public understandings of the Sec,0nldutWor I

by who is engaging with the memory, how it I

Data CoPltecé¢s ®n

The data collection for this r esteraarccihn gc ommebti hn
(foll owing how the same story is retold and
ti me)nformed in part by the approach devel o]

digital memory of the Hol ocaiSd¢ haiind lod rdGs orne :
similarly begins by identifying digitally m
significant public discourse or generate sig
as algorithmihce nprpdmatfioaorm soft ware automati c:
users based on prasdhdit(aidetdascidrgteey essetdr chabl e | al
to posts so they can be, gopupeéedtienadstlataido |
converntriecarug ring styles of i mages, |l ayout s,
commemor at?Whei Ipeoshidos) empirical -psobpeeiaobud
noticed commemorative expressions, Vvisibilit
My own approach adapts this framework to the

Worl d War commemor ati ons, par tDrceusdheen.y t hose

“Mat hias &d kei=RlreenembErionnemdrngekul { Wiesbadedi e SBhoahe
2021) .
5| pjpd. 92.
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To identify relevant commemorative inter.\
web and digitadyatrematviec slkeaywdhred searches u:¢
filfecssed on British media coverage %of the
During the earlier phases of t hedipssogretcitnu el
CrowdTang(a tseolviter tracking how public pos
they rtecedetéct posts and articles with hig

commemor ati ons. These steps helped identify

resonance across mainstream and soci al medi a

Fi g ur 8creénshbt:of 2022 CrowdTangle Interface (Discontinued)

My Saved Searches &
y Q ve day 2020 X @ @ share

@ Start a new search

A0 €) Facebook %98 Pages  [5] Apr2, 2020 - May 31,2020 g3 Post Type Pages [0 Language <& Branded Content
ve day

& Verified Status Lists  © United Kingdom X  [3) Page Category @ Page Admin Country (&) Meme Search

gy 1o ) OIVILES AILIIAEVILYY dlld... % e, T1ALLONIS U1 LONUON LU

© Apr 24, 2020 at 6:33 PM snee € May 8, 2020 at 1:53 PM X © May 1, 2020 at 8:00 AM
Competition! Throw your own stay at A Real Female Hero for VE Day Simone @ FRIDAY GIVEAWAY It's the
home street party! We're giving three Segouin, mostly known by her 1st of the month and we thought we'd
lucky winners a huge bundle of our codename, Nicole Minet, was only 18 say a great big THANK YOU to everyone
amazing VE day decorations to help when the Germans invaded. Her first act who follows our page, with a giveaway!
mark the 75th anniversary with a stay a... of rebellion was to steal a bicycle from ... We want to give one lucky person the...
See more See more See more

VE Day 75th Anniversary

\ Stay at Home Street Party!
= Win everything you
need fo decorate
your house! y

& Saved searches are only visible *
to you.

€l

After identifying the key events and the
how each eventés narrative sprevad racp orstss ,di d ¢
t hreads on the previously specified news sit

pages (primarily Facakkemosk)r.edThihsatdifsao uerasceh

¥This included the use of search engi nefsi Istuecrhe da sq uGeoroig
on the LexisNexis database (a subscription database ¢
patterns around key anniversaries.
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mul tiple |l ayers of public dialoguef acwsad o
t hat garnered wide visibility (e.g. numerous

interaction (|l engthy commenitest)h.reads, signif

To facilitate this process, | foll owed th
public mor al (di s)engagement with climate ¢
British néWaheplratsftardms f o @asle chears ptalper mo atcr o
' ines and prioritised articles that had bot
adopted a si Q@f t,&multaendlis @ s s Glaazteay tteo pri ori ti se
sources with the | argeées4)t, aeamds emicreg 1y edatFas
significant proportion of public online enge

consumed medi environments.
Figure 1.2: Leadi nAgicOnd saenteh dNewlk BRFamrdsary

Leading online news brands accessed in the United Kingdom as of February 2021
Leading online news brands accessed UK 2021

Share of respondents

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

BBC News online
Guardian online

Mail online

Sky News online

Other local or regional website
HuZffPost

Telegraph online
Independent/ 1100 online
Metro online

ITV News online

MSN News

Mirror online

Sun online

e 3 | | | | | | _

"Ruth Woods, Sharon Coen, and Ana Fern8ndez, oO6Moral (
Change in Online Commedhosr oal NeiwvsPapmuniAtyi &1 AgpUldi ed
(2018) j25H.. 244

8See for example NReulNewmahnathidt ot be(®B&xgfidrad: NRemst eRresp 0
Institute for the Study of Journalism, 2023).
PReuters Institute for t hLee aSdtiundgy nfl iJaceuc khisaw si tosne aanndds Y o
United Kingdom asSohtkFebauaty p2021 www. stoatlinetwas. com/ st
braadseis#sbhudk/ [accessed 18 April 2025].



Figure 1.3: Top UK News Sieo*®é¢s
|
TikTok has seen the largest increase in use of any news source between 2020 OFcom
and 2022 g o
Figure 7.1 D

Top 21 news sources
All adults 16+

TV channel

Newspaper
(print + website/app)

Radio station

Social media

Other wehsite/app

o se
BBC website/app** 23% 25%
Daily Mail/Mail on Sunday 18% 18%
Google (search engine) 17% 19%
The Guardian/Observer 11% 11%

10% 9%

o6 10%

9% 9%
YouTube website/app 5% 6%
Sky News website/app 6% 7%

TikTok = =

Source: Ofcom News Consumption Survey 2022 — COMBINED F2F & ONLINE sample
Question: D2a-D8a. Thinking specifically about <platform=>, which of the following do you use for news nowadays?
Base: All Adults 16+ - 2022 W2*=2792, 2020=4576, 2019=-4691, 2018-4618
*2022 W1, and 2021, data not shown because face-to-face fieldwork was not possible during Covid-19 pandemic. **Includes Welsh language version

56% 53%
41% 35% ¥
34% 32%
21% 24%
25% 23%
23% 23%
17% 17%
18% 17%
14% 16%
17% 15%
13% 14%
15% 12% ¥
11% 11%
12% 11%
10% 10%
9% 9%
8% 8%
9% 8%
6% 8% A
8% 7% 52% of TikTok users
1% T% A —

are aged 16-24

Green/red triangles indicate statistically significant differences between 2022 and 2020 (at 99% confidence level)

200f ¢ dNm,ws

Consumpti onLomdadadr:e

OfKcom022022), p. 42.

Across
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Figure 1.4: UK Online News Pl at?(orm Audi e

MoM % YoY % Audience

Newsbrand Audience change change reach (%)

1 BBC T L5 2.7 77%
2 Mail Online 3 32 29 1%
3 TheSun EX 08 14.2 40%
4 The Guardian [ 199m| 6.2 3 40%
s Mirror E=3 73 145 36%
s  Thelndependent  [JEEEY 54 6.2 36%
7 Yahoo! E 54 114 34%
8 SkyMNews [ 164m| 8 7.2 33%
? Daily Express E3 8.4 345 3%
10 I -M.c.m 28 13 29%
n The Telegraph | EED 74 01 29%
12 Mefro [ 14m| 7.5 31 28%
u eneysaing [ 24 25 28%
1-1 E"g:i:;ﬁ'ﬁws e 38 24.4 24%
15 Good Food e 8.6 201 23%
w6 pmeskSunday s 27 147 2%
w  Ihebiening [ 16 8.8 20%
w  Birmingham Live Wem 0.4 23.8 17%
®  GBNews We 109 75 17%
20 Radio Times | 129 12 16%
n Mew York Times .7.bm 6.2 & 15%
22 Hello! Magazine W=~ 37 10.9 15%
23 Daily Record | E 17 99 14%
24 Healthline Media .?m 18.1 26.7 14%
25 Liverpool Echo | 43 47 13%

i Datewrapper " PressGazette

[ Not e Mo 4 k0 nMohn tchh a n g ® ;fY eYaorY ch aYrre@ e |

Once the relevant news articles and posts
user comments to analyse how audiences rece
Coll ection of this data combi ned nmplnaitafl o ramds
technical Mzmoystnews nsistes posedcrc@pi hegngesce
of using a script to download and save text
dynamical |l y,d dna dl @beuotrtdrvealdihnedr t han being i mmed

webpagey protected by CAPTCHAbdumdrstascases)

2lPr ess Gazett
March 2025 ht
we b snéwskno nt-zh/l y

e, OMost Popular WebsitRrsedor,Gdabavtst @ n t h
t ps: / fapurdd enges ehetes/crone diikd preaptiurhiacrs / mo s t
[accessed 23 April 20257].



t I Jué n

restricted APls (programming interfaces that

As a result, a considerable portion of the ¢

For several MNail &n T éneeergthld@pdmensg n@u & rhdei an

|l manually copied comment threads .Timasoe treaxw

comment files were then processed wusing si.t
programmes) . The scripts cleaned the text i
separating out basic informationi mecanadasdathe
posting, tuppvioamdewnwdwévvesi bl eofi npleerat appr ov
di sapproval), and whether a comment was a di
standardised tables of comments stored i n sg
comments originally dibs pilnatyeerdf aicre arm ulil dt dreac

consistent for mat (sedMebngwlriaece bod k f cio mman tes

retrieved using a commercial Texpotbotoplro{¢EH®

threads from public Facebook post s, includir
which | then formatt eidt ec othastias.t ent |l y with the
Figure 1.5: Example Spreadsheet For mat f
A B C D E F
1 - -~ - -~ -~
2 |Robert Ho 24 NOVEMBER 202 Every so often the DT produces an obituary which is an abso 67 0 67
3 |Robert 5le 24 NOVEMBER 202 It was a miserable day and had been thinking about my prok 65 o 65
4 |Time for a 24 NOVEMBER 202 That's one of the most interesting, brave and utterly bonker 52 1] 52
5 |NJ Ratniel 24 NOVEMBER 202 | have been waiting for this obituary for a while and now it t 45 0 45
6 |Glyn Jone:24 NOVEMBER 202 After reading this obituary, it makes you think: "What a bori 39 o 39
7 |Tim Parry. 24 NOVEMBER 202 Extraordinary and to live such a long life.There are likely sin 32 0 32
8 Paul Smitk 24 NOVEMBER 202 what a man, what a life, | had to read the obit twice as it wa: 30 ] 30
9 |Steve Gart 24 NOVEMBER 202 A phenomenal story that should be dramatised. Knowing m 29 0 29
10 |Christophi 24 NOVEMBER 202 It's bloody-minded square pegs like him that armies cannot 25 o 25
11 |Fred Nerk 24 NOVEMBER 202 True old school Brit. God bless him. 25 1] 25
12 |Del Inguel 24 NOVEMBER 202 Tough times make tough people. What a life. 24 0 24
13 |PYates. 24 NOVEMBER 202 Just the sort of guy Popski and Stirling wanted. Not "good" s 24 o 24
14 |Keith Wek 24 NOVEMBER 202 Don't talk such rubbish. This country was involved in what t 23 0 23 Robint
15 |peter robe 24 NOVEMBER 202 Read his autobiography. Rifleman | think was the one. It smi 23 o 23 Bernar
16 |Paul Mahe 24 NOVEMEBER 202 It wasn't, and neither was it the fault of Harris. It was alsoa: 22 o 22 Robint
Once all datasets had been prepared and s

were i mported into the MaxQDA shafxtQeA ei se na i
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alitative data analysis programme Tdheesi gn e
cision to use MaxQDA was informed by Matth
ader ¢édmmehnitss.study, Becker conducted a |
onymi sed comments fDioemaZziet Gtulae@ di Beckdr 66 owse
ke this study, treated comment sections
ntested puwHblIsi cmedihoodmd roge ., which balanced
onymi sation and iterdeveleoopfradmytd eotmenn h andhi c

ocedures and eventual analytical method, w

with visual and quantitative tool s.
Figure 1.6: Screenshot of MaxQDA Anal
Variables  Analysis  Mixed Methods  Visual Tools  Reports
= © Stop Word Lists = 0 -
WES; © Goword Lists Keywm;?imntext Wl: |n1::we WU:"S:}[NX Dictionary-based  Dictionary (aleg.Urrdetnx Auloidaw\th
Frequencies. Combinations - Word Tree Browser Content Analysis Browser Dictionary
B ocuments.. © (@ v B L [aB & 75X (7 DocumentBrowser: Eric M. Weber (7 Paragraphs) jeol 0% v ) @Y M OB RX
B Documents 2358 " | Made > Autacode - <Antaganistic> NN | 8 e @
235: “
N Name (dicktoviewpre@ 1 Eric M. Weber
i pae § 2 09/0212020 19:34:01
: 5010
8 ode 4 Antagonistic
: ",H 5 Disengagement
@ Codesyst.. O @G EH @ avw # ZX
N ) & Dismisses the need to evaluate past actions, asks for focus
E‘g::e (click to view profile) i:: - "”"‘”5“““‘3""{ on the present.
;ﬁ:mes 294 7 s there absolutely anything that can be done about it 75+
g Mode 292 Cor '% years later? No... so just move one and quit trying to vilify
G4 Autocode - <Antagonistic> 192 history.
@4 Autocode - < > 49
. 2
&g Theme Summary 2922
Anal ytical Met hod
Overall, my d atcao ntpoillleedc tai ocno rppruosc eosfs 13, 963 i
21 distinct digital events (see Table 1. 1)
Mai | OnlGbnaer di Bidnleegr dmie@ 7JTi m@s t heir associat e
this scale was necessary not to map a statis

2MatthiasAdti B8emkeism in Reader Comment $¢ChAmal ogi es f

Pal

grave Macmillan, 2021).
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pture the richness, affective intensity, |

terventions.

The sheer vol ume of avail able data refl ec
blic retains in these historical narrative

e media coverage surroundingctVvercitoat iGrnegag

esden bombing as a 'war cri me' g e Ayeeraart e d
riod; the ¢ dGomeamtrsh nocnl ea aslionngel econsti tuted &
rds. Similarly, the nmhawel bgds t201%6r cBbbest

monstrated a profound affective feedback
actly 3,700 convaentCsaltdmterl &ct edi bflri-wdekl ove
riod. Finally, the Bmad yesn:s DhHe SkKinrcd amand
corporated an additional 1,394 comments t

pertise across broadsheet and periodical r



Table 1.1

Breakdown of

t I Jub o

tih@2 D) gi t al

Speci fic

Pl atform &

Case Stu Tot al Co
Event / CdEnvironment
CS1: \Victor
. . |The Gu@wah a
Gregg Guar dlieasr i
The Dr esd 1,007
Cri me' De
2013)
(Tot al
Mail Onl i ne
70t h Ann
BBC Breakf a
BBC Br e
Newsacebook |2, 390
Broadcast {
Backl ash
Victor Griggc Br dakfed
Bi h
Prt daGOC)PageMa&l onl i
Mor ning 2,393
Appear anc g
2019)
Mail Onl i ne
Dr esden ! !
2,914
75t h Anr

Dat



Tabl oi d
Retrospec

2020)

Post humou

Ln

The Ti&meBh

Tel egrWemls i t

Broadsheet 165
( Oct 2021)
CS2:
Wel by' s Mai |l Onl i ne
Wel by
Reconcil i §
2,577
Speech &
Fr amin F
(Tot al 9
Prime MiniMail Onl i ne
Cameron' s
485
Apol ogy'
(Feb 2015
Mai | OrEldiintdMai |l Onl i ne
& |l deo
638

Condemnat

2015)




CS3.: S| .| The TelFagred
Saul Davi

Mc Kay Page

ofDresden:
971
and t he
(Feb 2020

(Tot al

Conservatilhne Spéaray

PeriodicallPage®

182
The S p e cFtg
2020)
Ma x Hast The TiWedsi 't
Ger ar d 241

Revi ews (

8Di stinc
Tot al Co|21 Unique 13, 66 Bime
Pl at f or ms

Wh e n considering how ticmi ahal yge cohbsdadaradd

structured, deductive tedirmg ngs P mae®aenhde s n

2For a comprehensive overvikew SAGE hidawdbboehk yofofSaoeit dlo
Met hhodesd. by Luke StHmamrs eand omndaone!|l SQuGEn Publ i cations L

specific chapters on 6Sentiment Analysisd (Ch. 32) an
growing number of fr amewoer krse vii se wasl ssau ccha patsu rEerd ci nW. ITi. t d
and Karen K. L. Moon, ' Soci al media research: Theories

I nternational Journal @&B I(RddmatSiperi MB8cagomée mtg scher
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preliminary tests revealed that computati ona
to detect the sarcasm, i rony, and compl ex e
Further more, manual Hyayap gldy icrogd i sisg r tishgahukes naannuasic
comments as a solo researcher raised concern
unreliable categorisation. Attempting to res
omitting the crucialkeutohileémedic®aeanamemd e ss etch
val udbl evas al so wary of i mposing normative

hierarchies the par?®Thépamnose,t hle ma abowehsdin e @ j

deductive coding in favouwr tohfeman i abddadwnatl iywe ,s
prioritises interpretive flexibility, mandat
descri pti ornsi voef?Ttkheer pdiioscceus s unf ol ded in five

l inguistic frameworks for sentiment analysi s, such as
Taboada, "A Corpus Analysis of Onlinel d™werwsalCoanfmeQd rsp dJ
and Discourdge(3628) psppo Gdstance and voice typed anal
'"Describing the Voice of Online Bullying: An Anal ysis
Di scour se, Condtbe x(t2 082 2Me,di1la0 0552 ) . Met hodol ogi cal appr
analysis and critical discourse analysisb6 to examine
Mari sa Torres da Silva, ' (De)mniPeonitist iocni zMendgi aP oR eypar neosreyn:
Consens-Mahotdlamrebhdyes of ,Se&x0udl2 ORelBagWwWipgpror 18288 cont ent
to establish thematic codebooks (e.g., Domi@&@i k Wawr zu
Vaccines Run on Facebook i n PVWVé&aoidn%®e §o2n0t2elnlt? )Adn8all ,y spi ps.
2This approach aligns with inductive methodol ogies th
Guzman, John Christopher B. Me s ana, and Jonas Airon M
Analysis of Soci al MeAdd al tCo'mmEmMg ag dmevad adiu O fleoot sApplt
GerontoMHoOger2 (2IG2]1) expp.i cl85 subjected YouTube comme
procedures of content anal ysi s®.-meTthhiosd si nftrearnperweotri kvse dgeo
bl end computational aniatyanal wsith) gpgeahnitqques@ t(ad heap
and meaning6é, as detailed in Matthew AndrMetthoadsand ot

Framework Combining Comput at iBoenhaa v iaonrd Rxusael éricahtf 2Mebt9hrogdx
pp. 1866 Such methods provide the O6detailed, eontextua
Tot h, Claudine Bonneau, and M®| anie Millette (Ch. 13,
Georgakopoul ou (Ch.arthThe $STAGE PBamdbhesk RefseSoci al Me d
ed. by Luke Sloldaased( Aoatteh: QBAGE Publications Ltd,
“Matthew Andreotta and others,-MeAhaldgsiFngm8woi &l Chlenthi
Computational and QBehavioi vBRe e Htlc AmWEBE D P.p. 116885 .
As Dhir aj Murthy cautions, 'very |l arge generalisati on
met hods to balance scale with iMeéhpdetAppeodepebk. t Bet
offwitte&hé, SAGBE Handbook of Socipl BMeéOia Research Meth

®See Leadl hppavPiass,t Can't Heal Us: The Dangers of Mandat i
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020).

%This approach aligns with inductive methodol ogies th
contextualized descripti dowmd had\wd @aitde ch ebyB o@uwielalugu e dL &
13, ' Small DaThe FTAGEKkH®adhodpkiaf Soci al Medi a Resear
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l1.Data Processing andDaEtxap |warsatiompyo rRtesadd ianngt: o

exploratiworfy,rehow reading of t he respect
segments with descriptive coded | abels b

(e.g., Oheroic past invokeddé or oOironic C

.Themati c OReulsatteerd nogades we rlee vgerlo utpheedmeisnt o
clarified the wvital di stinction between
interactional positioning (how it is said

such as 6pPetbkhgi Opmoséent 6.

.Computational SMappQBMENTt abmpnont ati onal Vi
depl oyed not merely as illustrative graph
the scale of the text. These tools surfac

references tourtvheey o'rBBoXd' raesviasipni s m) and
coding. Crucially, they allowed for the
machine | ealrann gowga o moadegles (LLMs, advance

predigdanamatlei hast maenxt from | arge dataset s)

For example, 6Word Cloudsé were utilis
By rendering the most frequently used ter
correspond directly to the highest vol un
i mmetdei avi sual snapshot of a datarset Thi gon
macroscopic view was particularly wvaluabl
as the prevalence of contemporary politic

debabd®ewst al945.



FiguT.e Woord Cloud Exampl e

— (-L)
g 2 E =
ESESE E tandan s —
=sail_E SE-2= © londons o)
=) S ES S @ - country &=
=S cri;:e = S = £ = -
£ °NIE.  thenread 8 = S Shiiz g
«® = S = =

(—] T y

gsE 3 = < cities

a -
— €= 2w e = homhing germans

Years ..y hombed

OWord Trakbédawelg reliekeywamaltyosicson df

Word Tree moves beyond mere frequency to

of a chosen t8&r.m I(nseteh eFsieguwiesula.l i sati ons
selected; similar to a Word Cloud, the foc
scaled to reflect its overall frequency

di scursive brarckRascal towed dtomdpye cii d et iufs
cohorts discursively constructedsharead ai

hi stori cal trauma.

Fi gudde mb.nstrates this process in actic
comments in the Chapter Six corpus which
Word Tree was generated to identify this
reveal ealsehouvs etrhs structurally routed thei
gualifying framewor ks. The tree branches

nodes, such as directly interrogating !
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contextualising the event against the

mapped recurring temporal qualifiers,

to expose highly conditional

when" téde®ult was nwhbkeonpghfet waf fieswas

argumant s

Figu8e Word Tree Exampl e

While | do not condone the Dresden bombing and its firestorm of defenceless civilians, it is too easy

s No apparent strategic purpose was served by burning its men women and children. Even Churchill later acknowledged that

The cost in Allied air crews was extremely high and it was not until the latter part of
result was no longer at issue
when the - v

compared with the numbers of those who participated in the atrocities of the Nazi regime.
War’ as planners struggled to find places to bomb. You say I'm using smart semantics but I'd say it's
effort.
there, but | would still take exception to the idea that ‘nothing was unjustified’ or could be unjustified
was virtually won. Reduced just a little, the moral high ground of defeating the Nazis
would end quickly. In the event, the Battle of Berlin took more than a month
Bomber Harris's strategy of terror tumed into a strategy of revenge in which a number of defenceless German

Dresden - was immoral -

f would be considered a war crime
O civilians by the Germans in Guernica in 1937 and Warsaw in 1939. Your post can very easily
cities. In fact the first city to be bombed from the air was Liege in Belgium by
Dresden) probably didn't help.
though such d ing overkill was certainly not a legitimate one.
raid - wiped out 25,000 people in March 1945, at a point in the war when the result was
was the wrong way to do it and Harris had been the wrong man in charge for

bombing-

Luftwaffe was devastated and there was a fighter capable of escorting raids over eastern Germany that

. and should perhaps read the book before holding forth on rights and wrongs of such large scale
city council in 2005 authorised an independent Historian's Commission (Historikerkommission) to conduct a new, thorough investigation, collecting and

th e \ D reSd en- bombing - and its firestorm of defenceless civilians, it is too easy to condemn it as a war crime
|

in Guernica in 1937 and Warsaw in 1939. Your post can very easily give the impression that the
| Germans weren't the bad guys, the Nazis were. Not all Germans were Nazis and many took part in the
had it coming"” are evidently unfamiliar with the detail of the Dresden bombing, and should perhaps read the
| ) of "area bombing". Let us accept that WW2 was an existential fight, the crimes of the Nazis exceeded
\ pO'ICy = since 1940: "I mention this because, for a long time, the Government, for excellent reasons, has preferred the
\ came into being, just a blast of recrimination. In 1942 the Allies were powerless to hit Germany with
| was a transport hub that obstructed the Russians in Eastern Europe and a dash on the Remanian oilfields
C|ty = and shoot and bayonet tens of thousands of the inhabitants would that have been justified too?
| in February 1945 means that creating a "carefully reconstructed facsimile' is an impossibility.
V2 attack, killing 131 people, on what was then London was on the 27th March 1945. The last
last- V1 attack was on the 28th March 1945. They were launched from the Netherlands not Germany.
2 sentences. Reconciliation and friendship is far more important than discussing the rights and wrongs of things that
. I . but not every action of the Allied Forces was right. And no, | am a
crimes of the NaZIS exceeded anything else and Hitler had to be defeated. Even allowing a margin of tolerance

it was largely the combatants who died. We're inclined to forget that the officially sanctioned, indiscriminate
second World War has no precedent until one goes back to ancient Rome. Not even during the horrendous Thirty
start of the Blitz. Finally, you question whether the bombing of Dresden was immoral. Dresden was a civilian town
London Blitz, but not before the bombing of civilians by the Germans in Guernica in 1937
destruction of Dresden. But that is all with the benefit of hindsight, of course.

.Exempl ar |l déponfcaecmpli ®niing t he vaedmnmentsd ep

were selected to capture the
analysis remained gr ounHeked,i
generate descriptive statist

articles (see Figure 1.9). T

cor e

nl

i cs

hi

Dresden was a civilian town and had no material or military role in the
things have to be seen in the context of the times they happened in

cr

br a

(

devas

dynamic

aau tshoe nutsiecd c

S

such

as

assisted

cases and in identifentng tumaits uvad rl ryadteea i d

anal ysi sscomBparcirnogs smet adat a,

ht i hgelm gaangael nyesnits

flashpoints, such as assicoglde caefete ma iuvde

received a staggering 2,317

all owed the research to pinpoint

policed by the digital community

kes'

exact

de

y

(



tF Jua n

Fi gu9Ex almpl e Quantitative Analysis Oul

I
File View Transform Descriptive Statistics Compare Groups Correlation Scale
F= 4010
Document ... Document ... Created by Created Coded Seg... Memos PDF Pages Paragraphs Sentences Words Characters Commenter Co
2o Descriptive Statistics m] X
1 Priest Trevor Coxon 6 r
2 Priest Ross Dawnm... | B In Words C nE G-mEetr O %6 |
3 Priest Richard DV.. | #f % BE T &L B8 53] "™ E® Shapiro-Wilke 0.735, p: 00000 - B8 glly 7% Yo
4 Priest Andrew Crof. 80 Rol
Words
5 Priest Ross Dawnm... 118 An
6 Priest Ross Dawnm... . 44 Rig
279 —258%
7 Priest Fred Collier 37 Ro|
24%
8 Priest Richard DV ... 2 137 Bol
9 Priest Ross Dawnm... 18% 197 R
10 Priest Raymond M... 15% 88 Ro
1 Priest Ross Dawnm... | 12% 7 Ral
12 Priest Andrew Crof.. | 9% 121 Ro
13 Priest Ross Dawnm... 6% 78 As
3% 3%
14 Priest Andrew Crof. 0% —-— 0.5% 0% 06%06% 250 Rig
15 Priest Ross Dawnm... 0-7 16-23  32-39 4855  64-71 80-87 96-103 112-119 128-135 144-151 160-167 176-183 192-199 287 An
16 Priest Andrew Crof. Words Per Comment - Priest 89 Sti
17 Priest Ross Dawnm... sosen LFEvEs UDTS T o - T > = 135 An|
18 Priest Richard DV dschu /2024 03:15 1 0 -9 1 3 58 323 It
19 Priest Andrew Crof... dschu /20240315 1 0 £ 1 1 24 127 Ri¢
M Priect Richard NV dschu 20240315 1 0 -9 1 1 4 38 Esf
Data Editor | | Variable List ~ Output Viewer 0 Saved document sets 155 Cases

5.

Theoretical FRenanltleyg,r abtoitohn:hi st ori ographi c:
were reintroduced as interpretive | enses
For example, the antagonistic versus <co0sH
Cento Bull anms Hm nlse IlLmpaidy ei Htaer pr et t he pc
and critical nad®)?A$i mielsar(lsye,e FRruitghu r Wo old.s
adaptation of Albert Bandurads mor al di s
rhetorical strategi es, such as advantagec
111%This dynamic interplay between ground:
all owed for the incorporation of suppl eme

For exampl e, subsequent research on the

2ZAnna Cento Bull

28Wo o

and Hans L auMeemoHayn sSetlu, ddideB 0AGONi pt i 4
ds et al, p. 246.



tF Jua m

Figure ilnflor med my wunderstanding of how
technical | anguage or 'comilon sense' with
By following these iterative steps, the
sensitive, capable of capturing both broad d
perform cultur al memory in digitwval napaces .of
di scour se, the ensuing chapters are able toc
‘conditional reverence'’ (Chapter Four), ‘af
"popul i st epi stemol ogy'theGhapsen mfpiosked MHhoobm
observable, verifiable phenomena forged in t
Figult@® Bull and Hansendés (2016) Modes

Table |. The defining characteristics of modes of remembering.

Antagonistic Mode Cosmopolitan Mode Agonistic Mode

Mature of conflict Good vs evil Good vs evil Mature of conflict and
Good and evil as moral Good and evil as abstract violence depend on social
categories categories circumstances, conext
Us=good Democracy/HR = goad and agency
Them = evil Totalitarianism = evil

Perpetrator/victim
perspectives

Historical context

Reflexivity and

dialogue

Empathy and

emaotions

Perpetrator perspective
presented as victim

Us = victims

Them = perpetrators
Manipulated, historical
events twrned into myths

Self-consciously
unreflexive, menologic

Empathy with our past
sufferings, passion of
belenging, demonizing
the evil Other(s)

Emphasis on victims’
perspective on all sides

Transcended, universalized

Reflexive, dialogic
Exposing the constructed
nature of memory
Consensually dialogic
{Habermas)

Compassion for human
suffering

Learning from the
memories/perspectives of
victims, perpetrators and
third party witnesses
Remembering historical
context and socio-political
struggles

Reflexive, dialegic, multi-
perspectivist

Exposing the constructed
nature of memary
Open-endedly dialogic
{Bakhrin)

Passions oriented towards
collective selidarity,
preparing emaotions for
democratic institutions

®Sharon
Expertise
405 .

Coen,

Joanne
n News

Meredit h,
Co mme n tPsu bQ o ncc elrnndi enr gs t,Gal r8 dhi.art ge ( &Jth 223n9gi, eed

Rut h

Wo ods

and Ana

Fer
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Anal ysing
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2018) Mor al (Di s)Eng

Rhetorical Strateg

TABLE 1 An extension of Bandura et al.'s (1996) framework for moral engagement and disengagement

Locus

(1) Behaviour

Moral disengagement

Transform harmful practices (or inaction) into acceptable

via moral justification, palliative comparison with other issues

or practices or euphemistic labelling

(2) Agency Diffusion or displacement of responsibility

(3) Qutcomes
(4) Recipient

Disregard, minimise, or dispute harmful effects

Dehumanisation or blaming of victims

Figur2e Qodn et al . ods (20

Moral engagement

ones, Emphasise moral significance of

harmful act/inaction

Assert agency and accountability of
individuals or groups

Foreground harmful effects

Value victims, encourage empathy
and equality

21) Model for *onstr

Presenting oneself as
expert

/

\ Constructing argument
as factual

truth and you should listen to

*Understood as: | know the
me

4

Category Entitlements
and
Category-bound activities

Expert/Technical
Language

Using links and sources
Truth statements

y Appealsto common
sense
i Presenting solutions

¥Sharon Coen, Joanne Meredith

, Ruth Woods and Ana Fer
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l s Lurking Listening? Navigating Ethics in C

Ensuring the credibility of this research di
how online comment data was accessed, -inter g

i nteracti ve elesnerrvaateidorc omft enste vosn spiutbd s ca mpd aR

pages). | did not engage in or influence any
Thi s approach aligns with what some digite
61l ur®wWmiglbe traditionally viewed as passive,

refr ame -isnutcehr arcdn ve engagWimetngr aasndolLl asviesni &1
|l istening is a valid mode of participating I

withpohephahiuce of digital @éulture without d

Al t hough Costello et al. observe that th
erhaps more appropri at ebayd ccpattienggo ra @aferta naesw ocarr
| i stébemismg es t hat even retrospective analysi
interactional comd teixtes loifstteme ngdtoampoihged t

conversations ,@faftetcetnidvdenigg otadt exdes by emoj i s, |

interactional cues, anddiamtgd reprodticai veo miad @
as isolat®d utterances.
Compl ementing this, tdhep adninvienrgs i b oyt ho f n edwast

Faceboekessitated what Wi nter &nTdhilsavmosdet eorf

engagement recognizes the 6heterogeneityd of

3'For a discussion of the merits and | imitations of ac
see Leesa Closuiedd oMc Marmett and Ruth Wall ace, ONetnog
Mi sperceptions, andntMéessedi Oppbrioni haksesdof 20QW27.)i t i v

2Rachel Winter and Anna Lavis, 'Looking, But Not List
Et hnogdaphwyal, of Empirical Re s,ealrkc.H12¢@ms08 man Research
B pid. p. 56.

%Costell o, McDermott and Wallace, 6Netnographyo, p. 7

i
Wi nter and-5%avis, pp. 57
B pid., p. 509.
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a monolith but as distinct culturalThdamtiti
necesai tfdteexd bl e anawpui darebppebaéh bbatveen
pseudonyfewasy,y tdedtat es on newsiskeds andutaheé¢y
environment of Facebook, ensuring that the

space were respected.

Nevertheless, the use of public online <co
around privacy and consent. However, guidel:@
Sociol ogi cal Association and the nAlssadieattihoa
informed consent may be waived, l egal ly at

data published openly on tFKFAlintemment svi ahal
this thesis were sourced from publicly viewa
have known, that their contributions were Vvi
did not offer the fkicnldo soefd pgrriovuapcsy oerx ppercitveadt ec
from a procedur al standpoint, there was no

comme Rt er s .

Howe,asernet nographeti Konginéfsasst because a
mean t hat using data fr®&i mitl arsl ye,t hKicrad | iyo tu

online communication occupies a grey zone b

1 bi d.

¥See Lis&®ReSweaqirwra,ng (OBirliitnies FoJaucrisol ogi cal Associati on
https:// www. britsoc.co.uk/ medi a/-@«4Bv334./pjdof0 O 2a0c8c_ersesseeda r2c
202bBnAll i ne Shakti Franzke, Anja Bechmann, Mi chael Zi mr
Researlmherrmn,et Research( ABtRjcadaD2Gui det paes/ 8oDr. org/r
[ accessed 21 April 2025] .

®l'n any case, obtaining such consent would have been
pseudonymous, inactive, or otherwise untraceabl e. Mo r
pl ausible that certwpwinhesemeatersingatroi pet aonal or i
Worl d War, may no |l onger be alive.

A onetnographero is a qualitative researcher who inv
analysing, and interpreting social media traces throu
framework. See MRotbreoagr &ph¥KozihetEssential Gui,de to Qu
3rd edn (London: SAGE, 2020), p. 197.
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may not view their contributions as part of
technically, affypnki sanaseadwhbeel. he observe
chat room, he was | argely successful i n appr

and[ genbhgel]i r permi ssion forf their words to be

This is where the concept of contextual [
hi ghlighted by both Aol R and the Norwegian R
Social Sciences and the Humanf€omrtse XtNE&SIH)i, nth
recognises that privacy is not merely about
information flows relative to the setting in
emphasi s on reasonalli ¢ y,expecctoantsiiodnesr edf npt b

accessibility of the data but also t%he conte

Users engaging in political commentary on
medi a organi s a(toro nnso toonr iFoawselbyoo&wi tbteers,ai Mo w 06 )
a general awareness of public visibility. On
as publ ipabdni csamienas of expression (compara
often post undeat pesepedongmsomwiitih mhnd. On Fa
commonly wuse their reab pamées, ohupuwhen newp

are generally aware of the visibility of the

“Brian W King, o6lnvestigating DigAsal sSed DakkoBraet
Anal y shisséc,ouirrse and Digital Practices: [di.ng yDiRoadmnuerys:
Jones, Alice Chik, and ChristophilA43 Hafner (London: R

21 bid., p. 134.

“See Helen Nissenbaum, ¢ Pwaisvha cnygteosn, QA 6Ret0 )8, | mtpe g rlil
https:// di italcommons. |l aw. uw. ed;Frvalnzkwole? 9 /ail ss hAhH0 N[
Nati onal search G&uihd e st cColmmti @é(t8eelsu,Re s2@YT)h Et hi cs
https://

cessed 21 April 2025].

g
Re
ww. f or skni ngset ienkkbusrod re hgtuig-adseid & ériemesta/r cdhc i al
ac
n National Research Ethics Committees.
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Still, I recognised that not all users m
visibility. Their expectation was | ikely one

posted in a public forum, perblyaps aldepisngp ft a

sour ce, but mo st l' i kely did not expect sch:
phenomenon online, where communication cr oss
To address this, I adopteald i an tarealpytiinccalp!l a&p
h a rm.

This dOdmaobhgeng the presentation of dat a
Practically, this meant applying anonymity
usernames of private individuals are not di:

predotmiywnwamefer to contributors using gener al

i nstances, however, I found that a comment e
identity relevant to interpegegaceaudannyrmn( fsarch
O0TrueB)i whe#adquoting that comment, since it
patriotism) that would be |l ost if fahHdsyenmnor
screen names with no direct | i nk hteon anre caecstsuaar

for understanding the commentdés tone or per
analysed in anonymised form (using pseudony

requi rements.

Throughout the project, I remai ned mindf
approach was not statievllwaadagt what Thinst

content, assessing how quotes wouhwobemicosade

e giGu ald e Bvierdie aatt year( RI6BRtRearr cdt. 18
GkEtshites%Ad@Gaiudel/l f neé %2 0RR%201 nt
0O.pdf [accessed 21 April 2025].

%The British Ps¥g¥thok
https://cms.bps.or dgo
medi at ed%20Resear ch_
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data couliddesnttiilfli ebde irne rare cases. By puttin
considering how | would feel i f my public co
a way ¢that participant gl wawplpd ohhichedf @iac h awcd
interpretive <car e, neither mor alising nor (o
appeared, I analysed them as rhetorical str

grounds for characteal jusdgegment Myabouticaldi ¥

ideol ogi cal work performed by | anguage, t he
boundaries of acceptable discourse, not on
sever al met hodol ogi, cahikhmit hat hers sBemai on w
Research Constraints and Challenges

Whil e incorporating online user commentary o
it al so presents specific methodol ogi cal ar
acknowl edged. This section cri tmigc alnlly nex amid
particularly comment threads, as data. The g
and the precautions taken in interpretation,

gualified.

To begin with, we must deal with the (1| ac
devel oping ideas about wider cul tural me mo r \
t hat online comment threads ar e hnébaut2@rp8 es en

Digital News Rep@retr dcfeunpteloglheataomad gys 226 mar kK
wi t h news online through posting or commen

engagemef$Sudhrevetl at.i stics ofThco ulrieneeesivtalry e p @

%Kozinets, p. 185.
“Kirsten Eddy, o6Unpacking News PartiliigiattdlonNewsd Fomgd
2023ed. by Nic Newman and others (Oxford: R&89ters | ns
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that appr @rxir maxfeanitys 86 eaders view the comment
these readers proceed®hhi s ohsitg lceormnmemg asg & rheemts
to the publicationdés efforts to foster a re
including the cessation of anonymoaddrcemmed:t

bel #w) .

Il n most cases though it is still <clear th
news content, onl vy a much smal l er fraction

Furthermore, the participationl]l atwastdiobkbsgtit ak

small number of prolific users > mnttrhieb udtaet aas
analysed in this study, it was common to sec¢
one thread. These Opower commenterso6 can st e

simply overwhelm other .coRbVampuépr cebiyaisrhe
commenters would reply to nearly everyone wh
and direction of the thrbeaasded Whehtatnme gchaulldo oil

handful of individuals driving it

Thi ssesle¢dti on creates a classic participa

skews toward more extreme viewpoints simply

https://reutersinstnewdepopaddl/ 2Oi2ZB8=Ewsmphbe&i migt dogi t al
onl i ne %20 eonvgeaigneeme[naaccessed 21 April 2025].

“Mi ke Wade, OWhaTheée¢laprmas ddnWden Most Ar denlTth eReJa dreerss Me
12 October 2024 https: / thvapw.stimhethhteimsesso ¢ dna wkl sdaerntti c | e/ wh

r e adnet beed i-ltwW&x 9f zhr [accessed 21 April 2025].

®l bid.

' n the UnNatte do nSatla tReldtPIRi) c oRa&sckirored in 2016 that a mere
mont hly website users contributed comments, with just
duringmant hr peSciootdt. Moeret gomery, O0Beyond Comment s: Fin

YouNMPR 17 August 2016 htt pesxt/r/avwi n@p/r0d/rPgLe/mE®BE7 I/pb
fi ndbienrgeeytsc onmeicytlibu/ [ access e nill aArplryi,| a2 022051]9. anal ysi .
fromNdvwweYorwelsimes revealed that 9.67 per cent of all
just 0.1 per cent of commenters, and 17.2 per cent of
frequent contributors (witdmmBédmt £ oimmetnhercomppwdiuci Dage
Yinyin Chen, Kyl e Wagner, Xuan Wang, Jingyi Zeng, and
Using Big Data Audience Anal yTeich ntiac aln dCeormantuenni ¢ ad®rni loinn &
29.2 (202093 pp. 155
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reactions rarely take the trouble to weigh i
termed this dynamic the O6spiral of silencebd,
mi nority or would be soci agddakidng apuytr,ovwehdi dfle
| ouder voices (who either believe their wvie
domi nat e®Rohre ifnisotoaance, in a heated national

overabundance of fervently patriotic posts o
whil e more nuanced or ambi val ent perspectiyv
because sgrcchhumd dwileews are uncommon among r ea

them feel |l ess. inclination to write)

The demographics of commenters can furthe
UK Facebook and Twitter (now 0X0) users for
educated and more |iberal than the gkeréeyal p
to be female and FWMeyeererandeCareprbawmal al so
significantly more | ikedrwy newsg oanhtiicahimeommt g et
certain perspectives (more commonly voiced
commonly voiced by w3 ®em) | arley amdaoqian a bssts edl
Kal ogeropoul os et al . reveal ed that whil st
share on soci al medi a, men are more |ikely

suggesting-stplat f plcyarngdermidaesr shape whose voice:

’See for example Thomas Zerback and Nayla Fawzi, o6Can
Examining the Effects of Exemplar Opini oNswoMeBencept
& Socie9y7 (208T.), pp. 1034

2Jonathan Mellon and Christopher Prosser, OTwitter E
Popul ation: Political Attitudes aheas éDarmwmlg,r&dpkhd Ic(sk Dodf E )B.
ppio.1

®*Hans K. Meyer and Michael Clay Carey, 6Men More Like
Newspaper Reseaéch (di@aBRR] pp. 469
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di fferent >Imleiynealssmacfeosund that those who co
tend to be politically polarised, highly int

social media platforms , factors that® align

I n the context of the memory of strategi

topics |ike contemporary cul tural Il ssues, m
politically engaged male or veterarmpeaudiversce
emphasising civilian suffering or mor al crit
demographi cs) are scarcer, again not becaus

because those who hold themfarembess present

For the researcher, these biases mean one
comments with a reliable gauge of overall [
i mportant to recognise that many roefa dpeurbsl idco
senti ment . Research has shown that people of
when judging what O6most peopled think about
and Fawzi demonstrated t hat spugrptoircai pfaonrt sad o
dramatically depending on whether they saw

supportive comments or the samorstoryewittl, m

al. found that, even if the journakisfomaint
comments tend to infer t hat both the articl
sentiment. These ebmemens samppampl| i hi edewhenn
format (i .e., displayed below the article in
See Antonis Kalogeropoulos, Samuel Negr edo, |l ke Pico
Comments on Neawsi?onal CCompar ative Analysis &focOmlline
Medi a +, S3.cd etad02.7), pp. 1

51 bid.

%Zerback and Fawzi .
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articl e, suggesting that users often treat
more accurate, reflection of public opinion.

At the same time, Naab et al. have showed
t hat directly <challenge the quality or acc.t

perceived cred8Thiilsi ey fefctamwaasr tmagine fi ed when
Li kes, but could be mitigated if t-hpp¥whre c
I nterestingly, replies from professional Mo ¢
based disagreement carries greatblrhilse gietrihmac
reflects a broader societal mistrust of 1 nst
often valued for their perceived |l ack of reg
is more OauthentiebofThetbenticalkyi mporcoamme:r

as a key el ement of cultural memory in Chapt

The i mpact of these comments can be espe
have grown up accus®Tohnee dU Kwist hc odm nguintOatl@a o nineddmi sa . r
2024 anal ysi sperrewuckeanliEdchhhtdrdB8 aged 12 to 16t
soci al media said they would |l ook at the corm

a stor yYTihs sé tmawedhceocnkmenngt t he most common met

news among respondents i mB thhesegfi mdionugps (s
SEu-du Lee, Yoon Jae Jang and Myojung Chung, OWhen and
Personal Opinion: Perceived Public OpigioboaladduPaentet
9.1 (202683, pp. 42

Teresa K. Naab, Dominique -AFeenbscBraMbecg&@i egéCemmeannd
Credibility How Critical User Commedhosr Dakir.ems8t Per e
21.6 (202801 pp. 783

| pid., p 795

I bid

f1See for example Sky News, 6T

eenagers Turning to I nst
Tradition&alkyCiNea&veells by 2022, htt ps:t/u/ratdowrgp. tsekgyr. &m m/ st o
t i ka reyko u t-fuebre wsn stod adh d icthiaonshal6 55915 [ accessed 21 April
625t a tWasytsa ,Ch i FCchreecrk FSaoccti al Medi a News UnitedoKiggdaml ¢
conducted by Ofcom (March 2024) httpfsact evhoenclisitneeg i st a .
newsni-kiedgdlom [ accessed 21 April 2025].



tF Jup H

teenagers prioritise peer reactions over 1ins
information online, highlighting -ddrmrerpaotteedn t
cont®@mis underlines why studying these comm
passive repositories of opinion but active

understanding is shaped, particularly for yo

Figur3e How UK ChliSl)drVenr i(fly2 Soci al Medi a N

Most likely actions children would take to check the reliability of news on social media sites or apps in the United
Kingdom (UK} as of March 2024, by age group

Ways children fact-check social media news United Kingdom (UK) 2024, by age group

12 years 13 years 14 years 15 years Total Your Headline

Look at the comments/ what 50% 49% 43% 8% aggy || Tourhotes

people have said about the story

Check to see if the same story 47% 43% 45% 47% 45%
appears anywhere else

Think about the what the story is 38% 39% 46% 40% 41%
about to see how likely is it to be
true

Think about whether the person 23% 30% 36% 36% 32%
who shared it was someone |
trusted

Check if it was by an organisation | 27% 27% 35% 29% 30%
thought was trustworthy

Look at how professional the story 24% 24% 28% 34% 28%
looks, e.g. are there spelling

mistakes, do the images or videos

look high quality?

Notefs): United Kingdom; November 2023 to March 2024; 1215 years; 552 respendents; among those using secial media for news

Further information regarding this statistic can be found on Page 4. icto G
Source(s): Ofcom; ID 1268663 statistaZa

Thus, while comment sections cannot tel]l
reveal which narratives and sentiments are b
sense of Owhat ©people are sayianlgséo. ulnhd esr |di unae
significance of studying these forums: the <c
do indicate which interpretations of the pas

a (potentially f aslusse)i ni mphree spsuibolni cofe yceo.ns en

80f com, 6Chi

| drends NewsSt@dnsumpti on Survey 2022
https:// www. statist chil

a a . ef cana/t scthaencli kisienggn $-k & @ 6-8 6 B3 /
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Trol |l s, Bot s, and the Problem of Authenticit

A second related issue is that not al |l con
anonymous nature of most comment sections me
bots. Trolling refers to usetrop ipsoasgha sn gwidtehl itl
intent to disrupt the conversation or infl an
motivated users often exploit the most emot.i
mi ght be call gd skiugeest akhlaftgubpt ovokesconflict
in onlineaspacss)ategy to provoRlen raealkitstomr i
context, a balanced discussion about Britali
commenter dropping an outrageous statement (

theory) not as a genui neorcodnitsrtirbauctti oont,h ebru tp a

cont ent can hijack the discourse, i ntroduci
participants then feel compelled to rebut, t

Separately, there is the concern of or c
campa(itgme artificial creation of what | ooks

organi sed afnrdoh od lso ( ea)uad wtmametde draccseanint s) t ha

into comment forums. Soci al bot s, defined

behaviour o, have been shown to s ubAlltyh oruggihnf .
they may not always dominate direct interact
“See for example William Proctor and Bridget Kies, OE
New Cul t Prag t Wecti @83 i bns2iBBBnnNn e pRadkRki , Hei di Veps?al aj
Sal ovaara, o6Disruptive Online €CokmumRiecspoinere: SHowt Agy n

ConversationCoonipgfuttehre Supmpmprdkrot,ed Go o3ple r(azt0ireled) ,sopdpk.A 64C285C W
Zel enk alirsekaatiitndgg, Chaos Onl i ne: DiPsuibnifidersmaAri mar :a nWn iSwebrv:
Mi chigan Press, 2022)

Abeer Al dayel and Walid Magdy, P&oGhariactde rSitzainncge tome SR
Social Network ,Anh2yki(s2@ad) Mim.i nQ.
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exposureb6 to content via follows and repost

overt erfgagement .

For this study, overt inauthentic mani pul
but | remained vigilant. During data coll ect
mul ti ple comments wi t hpa sdteentsipcaathi atrietxbtg t( aa ¢ @
posted the exact same unusual argument acro
wi | dity pofcf or generated (for exampl e, nonsen
suspicious cluster olf tcroemamteend st hwase i demmae rfti

excluded tigemi mMmedmimhitee pretation.

I n practice, only a minority of comment s
appeared to be individual wusers expressing p
Notably, other commenters themselrvse.s lomc csaesv el
instances, users responded to inflammatory

A

probably a botd or 6Dondbrtomenecttsheast palrltdofl

they reflect a publicoawse eardscohstiinbut & ea
moder ation. Equally, it should bebddortr ngel i n m
by the articleds public gatekeepers can al s
necessarily identifying genuine inauthentic
6real 6 opponent s, di smiss di ssteabliegpen epweo

without engaging with the substance of their

It is also worth stressing that trolls an
cul tur e. Even insincere or artificial C OmMme

analysing. As WhitfHey kPRiolnldiemdh bd mguneoésdthmee

%l bid., p. 13.
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account for the fact that trolling behaviour
Trolls may push these | ogics to their furthe
actions are imbricated c¢angtiet stieRetcroay inh s mdy
this helps situate trolling not merely as ¢
emotional and rhetorical contours of public

Studies indicate that bots can amplify e
wi despread support for polarising vi®ws, ar
Ultimately, this is because these bot C O mmeé
economies as human wusers, reinforcing domin
toward outrage. As Murthy et al . nait @i, t asluc

influence depends not otnd ogh minc a&lo nd amitt,albjutt ha

and economic resources that enabl e certain ¢

visi®linitthyi,s sense, both trolls and bots expc
authenticity and manipul ation bl ur, and wher
tangi ble effects on tone, attention, and col

Wor k by Eberwein also cautions against é

commenters ®ie iqusailridertd.ve interviews with
reveal that many of those often | abelled tro
motivated by strong ideological convwiltod i ons

Whi tney Thhisl llispsV¥hy We Candt Have Nice Things: Mappin
and Mainst(€ambCuldger e MA: MI'T Press, 2015), p. 115.
%8Ssee for example, Ali Unlu and others, Uda®eHeihght he
Communi Satcii@man 6 ,Sci ence d8mplutie®LBeloww 5 Hagen and ot her
Machines? Examining the Influence ofSo%oa@ilalScBeth eon a
Comput er( 2Ri@Ye;w Dhi r aj Murthy and others, ' Automati on
Political I nfluence: A Sociotechhntatnanivesal gaouiomalo
Communi,c altOi o2 07116.) , 4952

®Dhiraj Murthy and others, ' A@tomation, Algorithms, a
®Tobias Eberwein, 66Trollsé or é6Warriors of Faithoé? D

Online Cdmmemtasdbof I nformation, Comim@.n4d cEIBBZO) anpp EtH
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view their interventions as a ne’tWhsislaer yt hceoirr
rhetoric may be combative or extreme, their
rather than to simply provoke. It i's thus i
vi ewpoint as O6just a trriodH éoawerdl oghiomg the 1t
being employed and the reasons such message:
commu.ni ty

Therefore, my approach was to include al|
patterns and rhetorical dynami cs, but to re
comment at face value. I explicitly baecknowl
contrived or exaggerated. B9 ef gc u pirmgr okre Wk
reinforce a narrative, i ntroduaee dduwebtan arl ayt:
remains valid even i f certain cdsmmewhsatwenet
for our purposes is | ess the genuine identi:t
role that comment plays in the public conver
Anonymity and I ncivility
Most online comment forums allow (or even e
with no personal identif-edgedoewolTdi $oanorgae
hand, anonymity can encourage mpesopl|l aomeght ov
unpopul ar opinions or raw emotions that the:
attached (out of f’8lar tohfi ss oscei nasl e ,r eapneor ncyunsisti yo n
vi ewpoints and feelings on display, of ferin
ot herwise remain private. On the other hand,
Ml bid.

”?See the discussi
Vitriolioc: The Ef

of the i mpact of anonymity on onl

on
fect of Anonymity on Cliournalyidgm Onl

Practi8cel (2iB4), pp. 18
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incivility. Il ndeed, for some, the very word
young white male toxic space, one dominated
no respect, no complasisithe aodteatempaimenddd.
anonymity might enable individuals to articu

t he Second World War that they would hesitat
(for examplcal ¢akes on revered war | eader s,

vilified figures).

Yet recent research suggests that anonymi
shaping online toxicity. Il n a-ap0ByYmestedyg omme
sectioMashnngtend NRdWwetYor,k Kinumetsad and Johanss
that pseudonymity can be o6valuable for a fre
|l evel of toxicity found in comments was far
the user was U'Glmgwianpsesdoamdymof the Axis H
further nuanc®Alttdhoulghs tpiectfworaum actively d
prohibiting 6anonymous proxiesd and encourag
nameéb6é, this does not prevent the emergence o0
di sclPhDeseite AHEDS i §echtion as an o6apolitic
Oprovides a space for both subtle and overt
Third-i ReipchedWriull ¢ uueédrs frequently present

semhdde expertsd and O6serious researcherséb, S

B“Ben Cardew, 060Online Comments: |Is the SpaGeaBdiaw t he
31 January 2016 https:// www. t heaqmmaet nbtixsanmat . ecr-oac/dm aodni a / 2 (
harassment [accessed 4 December 2022].

“Magnus Knustad and Christer Johansson, bBAhonmaiitgnan
12, 6, (2021), p. 13.

“Anastasi e@lembieonng Wor IMe tWaord sl IEx pA oMiaxteidon of Memor \
Online, FDirggim al e Literaturwissenschaft, 1st edn (Ber|l
®l bid., p. 62.

M bid., p. 49.
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for ideals of objectivity, many threads 00sc«

nemwatriotic®di scussions?®é

This has i mportant methodol ogi cal i mpl i ca
should not automatically be dismissed as a d
as a barometer of the emotionatystakmestnvo
identity is most implicated, and soci al norr
very features that enabl-edtbaneiactcounpt adnodbnypw
moderati on, can al sgoe naulilneew fusuesrts at o orEpra@SES
|l nci vility, tphreond,ucits onfotp ojours tplaatbfyor m desi gn,

of how fiercely the past continues to matter

Anonymity also means we as researchers k

t hemsel ves. Demographic or experienti al con
whet her a given commenter s older ororyoung:
foreign naducmaaled wel Inot, i's wusually wunava
voluntarily provide personal context (O0As a
the Blitz and told meéd), whibal kigrtoakea .n dtoav
there is no way to verify this information,
techniques being used to I end authority to r

Overall, anonymity | imits what we can Kk
contributes to a coarser discourse, but It a

of the publicbds emotionalorgreqageamehuagsgweist s a
become a 6centr al framewor k for under st anc

mani pul ationd of such emotion should be tak

B pbid., p. 193.
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dominant role online news ’tlonrseuantp te aocnh occocnunpel
cont ext of its surrounding discussion and p
sarcas®@APABLIshouti ng,oremojtios jluidgee how it wa
received. When harsh or abusive comments app
in the analysis to illustrate the emotional
as something norkd,ebocattsad emaritgof the phenc

facet of how people remember and contest the

spaces
Visibility and Engagement Bi ases
Given the prevalence of unci vi |l di scour se,

i mportant to emphasise that comment sections
indeed such exist). Their undenelchiamg smanf aa
algorithmic filters, actively shapes what wus
in their striedyatefd memarcyh out put s, al gorithm
O6memory warriorso, sel ecdi dewyplaanpilng yonhgern
around contested histories |ike the HoO03,0domo

often consi d®red a genocide)

The result, in one analystés words, has b
a Osutpandomedy <c¢l ubd, where O6clowns have an
economyd due to their abilTihtiys ted fercdv d kse niomm

comments section: as Levy demonstrates by ex

®Kar i nJ®RabkEmsoetni,ons, MediCambmd dBgeli Pocdsty Press, 2019
8%See Mykola Makhortykh, Aleksandra -MemanyaaddR®kbarifbi
How Search Engines Circul atRellantfeodr nMetMeamy r ayfacSusiasdti Bees H o
(2022) ,il18@5.1330

Wi | | i amTibiaviies, Not Normal: Tléeo@adlonhap¥yerebdb, L2bedal B
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actively subscribe to news sources with di:
selection of content that aligns w#rtm othkeenr
wor ds, selective exposure begins at the art
Once theredréenmgagemehtng mechani sms reinforc

di splaying comments with st hfei rnsots.t o1 i kesdé, u

This creates a feedback | oop: an early re
numerous upvotes or replies) is pushed to th
more attention. Conversely, eceiowemse ndowrhvadt &
be buried, effectively vianPahkngt fabm mosnc
comments by popularity not only reduces t he
consolidate opinion by teme odiamign anrgt utscemres, teos

appears al® eady settl ed

Waddel | and Sundar s study adds further r
research, they found that users rely on the
merely their popul arity metrics, &35 &ashwypr

comments express uniform support or critici

readers evaluate the article and %WNet alklry,t h

they found it is the content and tone of th
influence: a stream of uni formly critical
perceptions of consensus, whtkse mhefphesface

2See RobOee Levy, oO0Soci al Medi a, News Consumption, and
Ameri can Ecagndrmilc 3R 2®@wm.), pp. 831

8See I nyoung Par k, Hyungbo Shim, Jang Hyun Kim, Chang
Metrics in News Comments on the Formation dhePublic C
Soci al Sci(e2n0c2e0 JJ, & uprpn.a ll

8See T. Franklin Waddell anldd Bhe SOyamp Swerdiamg bt hiss

Soci al Medi a Comment3oonndktl e¥i BroadvVanewéngl@&(ED&TY) T 0
39138009.
81 bi d.
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insight underscores how algorithms, by deter
than filter discourse; they actively frame i

For the present research, this dynamic h
analysing the threads, |l could not treat eac

al so had ptos iamwaossiidoeiA ictoynment pinned to the t
for example, was not necessarily more per suc
it was significantly more I|Iikely to have bee
of broadentpwmehitc Asi aedeanohtysispofowhich ¢

most | i kes, upvotes, or replies, and used th

This was not to measure truth or popul ar|

vi ewpoints gained traction within the given

When certain stances, for i nstancceonsdefteemdil]
appear edankedt opomment s, I treated these as
commuinev gl resonance. However, at t he same
comment 6s visibility solelynt o reintvheenr paolpguolrai
Il nstead, | considered how these forces worke
need to interpret comment visibility not as
outcome of dynawmeen ipnltaetrfaocrtm oanrsc hbiettect ur e, al
narrative preferences of an online community

Content Moderation and Data Gaps

A practical ' i mitation of wusing comment sect
moder ation and content removal. Most news si
to delete comments that vi ol atee, plolbiecli)e s a(nec

themsel ves can of ten flag content for remo



engag
col |l e
post e

di sco

Wh

maj or i

Epi st
publ i

what e
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ment s. The comments | collected are t
tion. I f a comment was posted but | at
it), it would not have appearneadt tier 6m

rse thatpavtee rctainanlolty ainrad lysscki ng some of
ally problematic statement s, which we|
removal coul d sl i gnatkliyngs d@ rhiet idsies ctulses i @
ed than it was in real time. Occasiona
ons (e.g. o1 see the censors are at |

med that modapahgon heascdaviedgtsad v osds

atively, but systematically recoveri ng
t .

at this means is that -inbeéerdattiaonwedi &It
ially, the subset of comments that pas
ty o f comment s l i kely remai n, it i s
mol ogicall vy, this is accept ableeesboedm

l'y articulated andwhkickul dtyi ndgef meamo i y
er was quickly removed from edbbut vi
ately del eted, its influence on the pt
ng effect on thofkusshofgawsingiontWwlkart
l' y more appropri atienueads ttoh asth aipse tpheer cce

S .

erthel ess, I acknowl edge that a combirr
| apsed between the posting of the art:i
tudy to underestimate thet piemkt dleove!| Bi

se debates. With one in twenty British
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for example in the wake of the Cambridge An
departures continuing in response to ongoing

user attrition may have signifiedbmatley ome sthh:

pl at®lomr mpractice, it seemed apparent though
present in the data on both Facebook and t hi
patterns of conflict, aggression, utaemdwan sti s
comments were cut out. Ulti mately, transpar e
the study: it reminds the reader that we ar e

are made with the wunder stearsditn @ np daslt i caalme ybosea q

not to every word ever typed.

Evolving Online Platforms and Source Selecti
Finally, a broader methodol ogical | imitation
pl atforms covered. This study concentrated o

Mai | Onh@uar diih@al eg@m@lpb TJTi mes their associate

as arenas of public memory discourse. Thi s
spectrum of mai nstream media ideologies anc
significant visihility in British public |if

However, even while writing this thesis,
habits have been rapidly evolving. By focus

study omits many newer or alternatespepliatfouy

among youngeirsugeneasatTwintst er / X, |l nstagr am, Y

8%Radhi ka Sanghani, 61 Downloaded Al BB@YyTIkRee amk ROtld
https://www. bbc. co. uklcida2chfhbéébadtiBclRrtoIpRBdeB8O88Saed 22
Doffman, O6Deleting Facebook Surges in FhRaopwrlBadianhyar $Sud
2025 https:// www. forbes. com/-fsadebdaigkeampmd fsanraidteyh025/ 01/
deci-pisomestrgsui t/ [ accessed 22 April 2025] .



t I dJpen

ot h®%Irs the 2010s, when much of the data was
were indeed central forums for -2020Isi maudo mme
(particularly youth) have iffcreasingly migra

As Of com repor peyr dcfeweo u rnrgoagnad Wdoit sect |y t o
websites for information, B8PReefeattr idrag aa gdiroevg:
UK M3 eatds, while the BBC networkperjaens t
t he -noesd di vaiclcueasls points for news are now o0V
Ti kTogpen( 3¢erwbu Tpuebre) ¢(e3f0tn st megm aene rit8d F gpceab oo k
ce%This shift raises the possibility that t
represent 0yesterdaybdsd6 arenas . ofHowmewery f
fundament al dynamics of online memarpyt edo rnttoes

new platfor ms.

8%For example, TikTok has seen explosive growth as a n
usage in 2019 to being used for news by 10 per cent o
2023See NefwsonGonsumpti onhOfimomhe2 WK3) 2023 2.

8| pid. The source shows that Instagram and YouTube si
news source .for young users

¥l bid., p. 15.

V0f cNmmMC® nsumption i(MOftdem,UK2029)2,5 p. 28.



Fi g u r4eUK Children (12-15) Top News Sources 2022025

Most important Usedto follow % Used
source news stories 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 m
s T 39% 5% 4%  30%  30%  36% 0%
[ ] 3% T 22% 28% 28%  30% 3%
YouTube 7| 0% 0% 53% 28% 25% 27T% | G0%
=Ea 24% 28% 28% 29% 25% 21%  24%

o] 2% 29% 2Tk 2% 8% 2% |2l

Whatstpp il | 19% % 2% 1M 5% 16% | 19%

234 8% 6% 7% 19%  15%  16% | 18%
Y 18% 9%  24% 9% 7% 15% | 18%

I | 5% | 16% 2EW  D4%  25% 2% 20% | 6%
16% 4% 3% 20% 2% 6% | 16%

K (Formerly Twitter) [l =% | W% 1% 1E%  13% 12%  10% | M4%A

[ 30 | 14% = ® * P 1B% W%

BBC Radiol/MNewsbeat m 12% 10%% 10% 9% T 9% 12%4

B L 2%  12% 0% NH 2% N%

B 9% WHE 9% 0% TR 9% | 9%

!BCRadk_\E 8% 5% & 5% T T B%

The Sun/The Sun on Sunday [l 11 8% 5% 5% £ 6% 5% B% A

| CapitalRadio [ | 8% 0% 9% % 9% 5% | B

[ reca[l &% P 3 a4 | 6%A

| pinterest &% 3 S % 4% 5% | B%

AY Significantly higher/lower than 2024

Overall, the arena of online memory di s
constantly in flux. The data analysed in thi
news comment sections and Facebook wenr e dor
hi storical I ssues. Going forward, memory sc
platforms (TikTok videos, YouTube, Twi tch a
contestation evol ves. The i mi tmeet:i otnh eh efrien dii
il luminate examples of memory debates in the
extending them to different di giOt2a0ls caonndt ebxetys
without further research.

That said, the fundamevhtealevenri peiopll & Ipiulbé
to representations of history, similar proc
narrative negotiation are at ©play. The task
mi grate and how tpdmgd.orfhord ymmxaampxlse, podcast s
as a significant medium for news consumpti on

91|

bid.



audience reached an estimated 15.5 million |
l eadi ng i°Noptosphullya,r ioyuTube reported over 1 b

globally in early 2025, hig®#lighting the pl a

Overablbbing online comments as data carrie
a sseellfecting minority, discussions can be di
actors, anonymity both frees exprermsstiolnt amide
apparent consensus, moderation can remove pa
text 1 s an art. rTahtehseer Itihmaint aat isocnisencheowever,
mat eirtihely si mply requilryes et wa trhe sceaarrec, h earn dt o oa
conteXhis involves acknowledging and wunder st

datads many strengt hs.
Conclusion

This methodol ogy <chapter has established th

underpinning the thesis. Rooted in the unde
contested process, it outlined aal ap@mrtoracihe rf
reverberate through different | ayers of digi
aut hority figures challenge Britainds domi na

how memory moves from atritorc,ul anidonfi nal Imed:i

contestation by online audiences.

To address both the breadth and texture o

abducti ve, interpretive approach that i nt eg

2Statista, OPSdcadtss iiSmsatikh €@K s 0,

https:// www. stati st-a# tuekn// t[ogpd cesd HOD 82 P oAlpcraisit s20257] .
BTim Katz, oO0Drop the Mic: CelebratinygoulTuBiel IGfofni cMoanlt h
26 February 2025 hangse it idbll-hbogo. tyha wteusstsetr/ sn/e wWisaccessed 23
2025] .



computational tool s. Whi | e t he use of di gl
epi stemol ogi cal chall enges, particularly
moderati on, and interpretive ambiguity, t he

materi al

Crucially, the <chapter affirms that onl
di stractions from o6real 6 historical di scour

negotiated and felt by ordinary <citi zens. As

now integr al to how peopl e, especially your
consensus. Reactions beneath a news story b
mood. I n the context of war memmewprahi semaeaea
stories, especially those saturated with vit

how the ethics of specific campaigns (such &

how Britain concei veosrefbriotasdlhyi.st ori cal i den

As the following chapters demonstrate, ma

echo t he testi moni es of veterans recorded

Command Centre. Through familial ahendestesf
6national prideb6, commenters perform and rei
in concert with, and sometimes in defiance o

peripheral to public memorw. theevigiréeéateagea
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ChapTwoMe mor v, Myth, and Nati onal | dentity:

Bri 68anored Story

Il n an era defined by geopolitical instabil.
domestic politics, thdecrpoassst trheemagil nosb ea nbaattitol nes
their hi storical narratives; cul tur al me mo |
scrutinised, -iomagtfdhewe dni aed Kengdom is no e

protracted debates over Brexit to the ongoli
i mmi gration, the question of what it means t
remembers Thiss hdmamptreyrr argues that i n this
insecurity, the memory of the Second aWodr | d W
remsai vvemsatile anchor for British identity.
suggest edagtehadof tHietd ehhi si sc heanpdtienrg cont ends t
underesti matesnt heuiwag adaptive power: far

because it can be reactivated, reframed, and

of thed® present.

Ryrie deafgenecfatdhiedn eedamp adhleend f asci nati on
domi nated our @gnoeraadli digmataod naam d oat abl e consensc
basic shahad ¥allnteel $eesksie d esndfHit rcustrmhtsends t hi s a
preci seld&t eiclaiutsye and consensusd®Howkveéi kel lyi
chapter argues that r ad hrar rtatainv ah hiels piye tapvgh y

called wupon by all sides in an increasingly

1See Niels F. May a nNda tTihoonnaal s HMasitsosreyn #(h@édd sNiejivy sNtat i onal i
Century: A GIl,obRdutCloenprpe i Spomr oaches to History, 44 (N
2See Erica Resende, Dovil a Beufdernydian g aMedmoDroyu gil m sG|Boebcakle
Mnemoni cal I n/ Setntetyeanhdo€@si §gLeosndon and New Yor k: K
SAl ec TRpsedge ,of Hitler and( Homwdaove: WRebhkSuowmi Beoks, 2025
41 bid.

Sl bid., p. 10.
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profound ontological i nsecurity, t he war S
l egitimation for competing nataicoral sV loalywa s k
agai nst t he a mpieegtiiads defcl post soci al fragr
relationship with Europe, remains key to a Vv
explore the mechani sms ofhec oelnldeucrtiinvge @moeweorr yc
wartime mythos, and demamdt reapties oldew htalsi sb e<ic

organising principle for both comspavilipreas

and future. |t finds that paradoxically, i n
Second World War provides a rare, al beit con
of resilience, sacri fitcienuesndt ouldhanmmad ep dIrii tui
national senti ment.

Coll ective Memory and the I mportance of Hege

To understand how the past shapes the preser
me moPiyoneered by sociologist Maurice Hal bwac

purely individublUt psgobobhbgoboel faamed by ¢t}

we bel ong, such as the *Whmily Hat bwakhgi 6 0 u
small er soci al framewor ks, his ideas provi d:
recoll ections can be scAd eglhiulpo ¢ @mp htehre Hrernvesd t
more than a century ago, a nation is not d e

Gpiritudbluiplrtidnicgdpnl leee g acdfl tofi snetmpe taedl om gn apt a sot

SMauri ce Hanl bGwalclhesc,t i e . Mamadr yrans. by Lewis A. Coser,
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1992).
"TErnest Renan anwhaM. IFs aN.N&digobd dbldrtde@ Wrot kng€ol umbi :
University Press, 2018), p. 261.
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of efforts, sa@frdaundexsa pimtnatl f dsestVyoacrkiean gl or i es

griefs. The nati®oncolihethiese smamery.
This memory is not an objective record of
power f ul myths. These myths are not mere fa

narratives that dramati s@ @rmdt selgewli ingeliyt r
meaning and purpose. As cul tur @&lysttleensr iost ct
repres@nfhpei speatrt aBvdered i ct&E Asdmi sah i dea of
amd magi ned & oommihnicthy ci ti zens who will typical
other, neverthel ess shad%Saicain eil manpent af ctomesitri |
termematrreat i vesgwhfi chhe emdt iaompeopl e who they
from, and whetwr ittieyg aa ec gmmtimgy after Renan,
this point when he deéefolnleedcta vreatmeoamo rsyi, mpMhyi ¢
another extends to all/l of us,cowvwrineo ns ctiroaaddli,t il

monumengesngs, anthems, music, and |a&a% erature

Yet the very @oltl eat idd ammeinenlgg &@adi ngly sug
soci aPTomi bdtter capture the dynamic and con:
themselves, political theorist Dunca*HeBel | i

argues for a cl ear dwhsitcihnchda ode fbiert eve einn ma mb

81 bi d.
Stuart Hall, o6The QueMotdieornniotfy :CuAnt ulrnatlr oldduecetdi.iotny Wt,o iMc
Stuart Hall, David Held, Don Hubert, and Kenneth Thon

YBenedict | Aradjé mean ,Communi t hGerd :giRe falnedc tSiparesarde w.f eNcart i o
(London: Verso, 2006), p. 6.

"Hall, o6The Question of Cultural Il dentitydo, p. 620.
2l eszek Kogakowski, O®aznethd Wysk & ra&jp auijle T2we0ndn, ¢ ygdleoatresd i
After Commamliistm:cs of Memor,y eadnnd bGo nMiecnmoarealt iBoer nhar d &
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), p. Vv, trans.
BMano Gabor Toth, ' Dealing with Conflicting Visions o
(unpublished doctoral thesis, University of Cambri dge
YDuncan S. A. BeimoMy't Myl loNagtai ppdmanlit B rtiytéi sh Jour,na&dld of S
(2003 B8 .pp. 6
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soctHalalnyed property 6@dchonrdedviidmadi meandds | i v
myt hol ogy, which comprises the broadée¥, tra
Memory, in this strict sense, is not transfe
who experienced the events. Myt hol odyh,e howe
temporally and spatially extended disé&ursive
memor i es and the formation of national i st
i ncesa¥ahit syframework allows us to see nation

as the fluid and contested product of contin

However, to understand the mechanics of h
the mythscape, the concept of cultural me mo |
1950s by philosopher Paul RiclTur buandoAltei a
Assmann, cultutal abdbsmorachkledoniewea mMmdmory by
it f rom &eovnemuyndiacyat d¢A&s mkanor xssmann expl ains,
memory is the domain of informal, everyday
with a | imité&ddcatcihmes deoptflarttthaetr back than eigc

interacti @§ generati ons

By contrast, cultusal @mamcrsyse ioa nsd racbhoi nl vi ey i
sockBesigidabigker ough a durabl e r EPAhleeitda rAs omha sy mit

clarifies this distinction by dividing cul tu

%' bid., p. 65.
¥ bid., p. 66.
"See Suzi Adams, 'A Note onMeRmocrEiyudn d es ERir ¢ yu Nioe mmoaés of
Studi &68. 1 (2i@4;9)JampAssimhann, ' CoMema,j yarl itwe adn MeOwlr ti e
Th@eographical RdintyofPeVYieew Meusburger, Michael Hef f e

Springer 520 hh)d, Apre.i dh AAgmay ndend't Ganmdn Memdry Studies

I nternational and |I,nteedr.dibsyc iApsitirnadr yErHa n dabnodo kAnsgar Ny¢ |
2008) 7i10p/lp. Se al so Jan AssmanniNemb,Cditmudn i9id8ptpi. v e Oand Ci
BAssmann, ' Commun iMeanoir wErmdaindd NGuInC uwiga I realls ) Memory St udi
I nternational and I,ntper dlilslc.i pl inary Handbook

¥Jan Assmann, fColl ecti veNeve nderymayn d€BCufl itguarsa)l, Ipd e nit3i2t
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arcRTwe. canon is the active, working memory
ofhormative and formative texts, pl aces, per.

actively circul atfldtteamadcbomepnioocattécd ot her

reference memory, preserving what has been f
cul tural relictsédisconnected frsean themr off
determined 6?fCel t umabnmemory is thus a dynam

society actively celebrates (its canon) and
archive). This process igsl wroinmd dhirdd || yn ebtrew tnigk @

arts, ritual s, dphod idemasnd s &o fr etshpeo npsree st eon t

For such public narratives to hold power,
experience. As Lucy Noakes and d&ulnigébhttreuePat
speaking simultaneously to puB*Thceydinsoctoeur tsl
applicabi i tcyonacfe pHi rofctpost memory: the way t|
inherits its weight not through direct exnp
behaviours passed down®lbny Btrhiet apmevinoeursorg erse
Wor |l d War persi st in this mode; family stor
photographs bind | ater generations affective

i defRiobyrt Hagr etsitoomembr gf eat¢tends this point

not precise factual recatWe bmay an ptowlkea vy & | h ea
NXSeAssmann, ' Canon and Archive'.

2 pid., p. 100.

2 pid., p. 99.

2Ann Rigney, O6Remembrance as RemakKangonMMemondi Bdt Bbnah
(2018), p. 244 and Lucy Noakes and Juliette Pattinson
Memory of the SecondBMotil sih WEul 1 b hS&fcioMedinaipyr el dn dtayr
Lucy Noakes and Juliette Pattinson (London: Bl oomsbur
Noakes and Pattinson, élntroduction6, p. 10.

1 bid.

%l bid.

’Robert Eaglestone, 6Cruel No gia and the Memory o

st
Brexit andLdndematRowetl|l edge, 20
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raid siren in 1940, vyet its ®ZJdumsamdrny ao ff itlh
memodry precisely why challenges to the war
touch the emotiona?® core of national identit

For such narratives to become authoritati.i

but achieve hegemony. A narradiorei tcianabema s :
actors accepts it adrdeibnufyosr ciendt oby tt haes aau tshoccrii
and cultural institutions such &%Susdhhaoltsh,s

functi on as wh at Lid ahdrtHed t oaccalht sa ofatad

val #%&s . Fel i x Berenskoetter adds, the politic
ability to pr oviddas tae rc 6mbaratna bt oy bviltengiat i mi ses
and supplies ontological security.

To understand how a narrative can achieve

the influential theory of discourse develope
Mo u ffTeh.ei r central argument is that our unde
through.diTdcsuenrebmpastselanguage, but a whol
that shapes our perception of the worl d. For

competing discourses t o 3bAe cddnsec odua rsien aancth,i eovre

when its particular worldview is no | onger s
21 bi d.

X1 bi d.

%jJel ena Subotil, 'Narrative, ChatngGledgi gal PSeicky.i Wihahpyd
(2016), p. 615. See also Dovile Bhdfgnhei nGr MemoAy Sin
Exploring the Relationship Betwee®oMmnbtmosesiddasci pl Seact
Political6.Sit udztxs0), p. 11.

3See James H. Liu andDaW\lemigshs.Pr.omS-Iétﬂhud-‘stmrp$ceCsildanl\lrliasﬁumm;s of

aniheRorl eldémboltiytBrd4d sh Journal, 044,S0o2@i6b3,.Psy.ch®3 ogy
2Fel i x BerenskoetNaeir BincdAdgPracEpphmedh,eas dbdbumnal of I nternat

20(1), 2014, p. 279.

Hannah BSeoceucrkietri,sati on as Hegemonic DicChamseSFmoir mae !
2022)

“Ernesto Lacl au Idelgiemtbnay\talhdMSmlctrfal,ist Strategy: Towa
PolitkRad edn (LondopplO&®&iBso, 001)



accepted as uni,appesahi ogmamsemal seamslei ntuitive

u

all al fernatives.
Within this system, certain key terms, s
single fixed meaning. [ snisgtneiafginebrashe ywh aasre t me

]

emains del®0ruaitallyy, opemptyoé does not me ar

indicates that the termds meaning IS not ri
signifier can operate as an umbrella concep
(mulkkcihke the Remembrance poppy). This capaci:t
i nto what Laclau and Mouffe call a oOchain

expressions of¥ a shared principle.

Il n this way, an empty signifier becomes
broader discourse and enabhni ndhei Brioiasbhhicowne
operates in precisely this way: not as a fi
container throughowhaghk,rveashiokeadgmscdeeyh aase cont i
articul ated. lts very openness all ows It t

accommodating shiftinggpowhitlieatebnadnicngtutr s

Yet , as Broecker emphasi ses, suc,hanchai n:
antagoni st t hat defi nBFo wtamo rhshter satt ,ew s osthroswe
internati drealel rogpbmetneoasad f or progress, prosp
by being contrastaednder de viZltosp mefvpaosint er vy

international relations, this opposition has

¥BroeSlkewnuri,pi sdadbon

¥BroeSlkew,y i,t ips.atliOo2n.

SLaclau ameégMomoifye and So ipall2ig82t7 seter a8 eseopy rBirtoi gspakteiro, n
10i102.

¥BroeSkewuysi,pi sd@tion

®lbid., p. 166.
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of deve ! Apmending to securitisation theory
independent| y; they are produced through po
decl ares something to be under existenti al

| eigmitses excepti onal measures in response.

Broecker demonstrates that this process
unaccept apobei tsiudbbnps.ct Nati ons receiving aid a
dange®©owmsreconomically dysf uncdévadbercaolnoMmhasbho
politically fragile or unaccountable, ideolo

deficiemdrdfeooatmbeof knowl etfEachndf gbhhesaahnhcal

deviation from the normative i deal of deve
knowl edge, authority, and power.

Crucially, this construction al so |l eg!
underdevel opment as a gl obal security thre

& orr émeetaisvferreosm governance reforms to the grar
vi ol ati ons )asf acotvse rcefi gmrtoyt ecti on both for th
or ¢ m. doing so, the urgency generated by sec
devel opment as indispensabl eanohoglionbgalt hsea f cel

equivalence arouwsdgaidecur iwthiid ed exad ek ags t t

Il n our <case, the potency of the Second V
politics and culture stems fa ocno niftrso nctl aetairo mot

t geowar t s -;gaucarsed quality. Ryrie argues that i

© pid., p. 162.

“Rita Floyd, ' SEucnucrtiiFoinscatfootnmp@miftdi ¢ le St udBeg 62038 é&égur
81.

2BroeSkewnuysi,pisdabdDon

B pid., p. 216.
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Hitler has effectively replaced Jesu*ToChri st

praise Hitler, he quips, is ffow as bl asphemo

Li kewise, memory schol ar D®mvsacimTeldl powen
from being definew tehg aNlarests mt, h ea ngr pfaana cul ar
ulti mate ft°Pbaawgngseno®omodel Lyficlsacrality, T
any perceived violation of this sacre‘d memor
He documents hsouw pBrritteids hHod toactaeu st remembr an
Hol ocaust Memori al Day, pwhinsh floas as tnielwl Lrootd
of October 2025), and school visits to Ausclt

and percepti®ns of the sacred.

These initiatives consistently frame the
universal, and enduring moral demands wupon s
Day functions as a national rite ofemd vic
memori al was expeGiacirteldy spanbeitweaecr®@atd&cament
dessons fraompr dgsammet z esembl es a mor al p i

participants experience tr a*Tshrooumph i ownc handa a

“Al ec Bybeéelkievers: An EmdtCiaonbali digiest dHdray vafr dDdJmbtver si t
203.

Sl bid.

%See Davi dHolloddeustonMe mor y aSedc uBlrairt alianndss dReefd @ :g i Pailsi t i c
Di ve(Oxifoy Routl edge, 2020) .

N'bid., p. 21.

®Tol | Hotl @c,aust Memory aSedc uBrairt aliamddsslRedd gi ous

®See Tothlagpftiewad Hol ocaust Memorial Dayo6: for analysis
ceremony-eavisionatdeci vic rite that fuses secular and
foramemndl es, testi mo-ngcamomeélol scaussi remeenbr ance as a
renewal and a pedagogi cal5ild d)s.t r SlemepHtid x0@f T hcei Wii cc t wirri tau €T
Gardens Memori al and Learning Centreé: for discussior
explicitly framed bys agcorveed nsnpeanct@ dfi dsre orue fisl ees gattsiu@n e s t he
a lineage of sacred civic spaces, interpreting it as
(pp615152 . | n ehdadpigteiv@md Lseesesons from Auschwitzd: for exp
Educational Trustdéds student visits as a contemporary
strudeéeparture, enpoondiuers andrraeatsdiommati ve mor al narr

memory functions as both sacr&ld3¢ncounter and civic e
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for ms, Hol ocaust memory since the 189 90isvihcas

education, moral value construction, and pub

Writing in 2020,4 hTeorld e[rwasn] smuggiemmedi at e

Hol ocaust memory in Brat’tmi montercas i, nlyowev e mp
thatagdi efoi HieMkengrgues that its mor al resc
issues | i ke climate change, mi gration and e

Nazism can@BomplsypkRhypywi ng thagdheHiwdraersnwds aa
adequate guide toBFdtheRywroired ,d witei Il é veodineti es
on the familiar narratives of 1940 to make

have become increasingly holl ow.

Drawing &nl| Taoesdtlhywutnhappy famil ygRyriuehap
observes that no two evils are alike, and f
and i mp¥%Ecsoonmoaidi.c inequality, generational i m
cannot be vanquished by slaying a single vil
cast such problems as wars of good&@dager hat ne
bl eak 6 oomemoyment s |-lRe pahde@iOy,)| Dwinemmggedr ni
through their ba&tko cfatnadl oggutemdg!| actrei stetsat cCo
emer g°8Wacay.i me memes proliferated; @loiltidl iscpiiarnis
and Boris Johnson once more atHeweved, tlerma
i magery substituted for practical competence
1940, p9guwivteteldel lelt hi c al and administBraitti aien.co

Ryri e Ibamengthst, a Spitfire to a germ fight anc

%l pid., p. 21.
"Ry rTre&ge of ki.t 19er
20 bid., p. 13.
8| bid., p. 110.
I bid., p. 111
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than at effecti @el nputbils cs tharak ¢ sht pood Gnpoarei s on ,

Londoners died of COVID in April %20 than w

For Ryrie, such episodes reveal the exhau
the shadow of 1940. TdHietdrenidiax [teo Higedreals fha
every Oceuxpoassens a framework cracking under th

|l ogi c ofowiwaursteisme :we di scoveXWhat awas imncfeactth

touchstone of Western civilisation has becol
script, a story whose power to define right
to echo through public Iife.

Yet one can al so®acguéei hhatd pabluratilorn ew

contrad&ctcd aRymi & ar Gafgreono fdfemHdunges t heough it

reactivation across new mor al and political
signifier whose repetition is not a symptom
Wh a 't Ryrie reads aiscrhyoll 9w inomstealfgct; mampr
securitisation: the gover niimigngnytthhe rbeocuenvdsa riit
and virtue. Each new crisis invitehiahfrash
and does, recast climate change, pandemics,
and national resil i @&nccehailnn otfhiesq up rvoacl eesnsc,e tihs
dut vy, and defiance are redtntvdacsh eadbéei Eaap ive 2
coronadudinrvmsoiftoams gowawdasss o ®#si.l fuel s

The effect, therefore, i s not &e rdoissi cons shiuot
of securitised devel opment discourse, the in
% bid.
%] bid.

Sl'bi d.111 3. 11
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policy a renewed urgency and | egitimacy, cas
defence. Thus, when the EnvigGnanmnimemalal médbidi it s
fwar edrhoenhergy efficiency to insulate homes

Secretary wadG myasi oa mng@amtseuwhernotoasbl a

flourdiTheregs .aresacusi bif satei on that stabilise
new political chall enges i nto i ttshremet al i gr ai
confl i ct persists: in 2024, comanp afép@@n mgei ns

obesity, and the Hoestatefl Hbosdasétr e dt daet c
next section Gwiwadr, fsahtoon, y oBme inteaadinn gt he acti ve ¢
et hical charter of i ts i magi ned community,

assimilation and confrontati on.
A Living Myth

Cul tur al figures have |8 nmga rdnoentdkesnd efdf eocnt iwheyl
Bridaiimaginati on. Scr-Beywowe i b Bk Eveaad kr Lot ¢ d e
because of its mor al certainties. Try expl
met aphysi cal geography of Europe that has ¢
grasping what the Nordhamdy illasdi bpokweraemdali

inspired villains ridawrm €eSmakdHisosnsdlihgef aagnsd stsh eg e n

Dami an Carrin on, O6Energy efficiency: Gwarde&horto
January 2023 h ps:// www.t heguaredifarmvasdinipedad ®donment /
c ubti -ahh@mi s siampps [ accessed 6 October 2025]al Phofl i@ Hub
Re f uflrewea ®ii ®Daan g e Pod u sGa ml@@btinWr o nkgibng' s Col, | 8gd&Nolvemben 202
https:// www.-tkrcd v etc mduikrs esfuteghe eais-a-doann g eproal ui-g a nogpio h e

wrong [accessed 6 October 2025].

®Denis Campbell, o6Tories and Labour Guagedi 2® Mamowh co
2024 https:// www.theguar diaardadom/gtea b ecaptuy-tadyGetnd / mar / 16
unhedlotodly [ accessed 6 October 2025].

Andrew Pul ver ,Ar @ S0®s o svie ol | Aloyhtee ¢ oWodr Walr Baar di an

17 July 2014 https:// www. t hseayluse-sige edio ccvoaf/i fl imsm/ 2014/ j u
[accessed 6 December 2022].
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Dal ekbocitmrt oWwhwo | d &elmor ¢ SPHiitsttear i an Myra Cr 0SS
wartime i magery per marmaudheist ee veeary dfaiyl ms far:. e bd te
television; bookstore shelves overflow with
often dwarfing wor kvse no rc o tldtbenng rcpse ra nodd sg n munall s
tal es ealfo dFEr9oBMOIN® anet Wat son dGuaa choihguhEnii gshtt e
joke that Britons didi)ddhlkei ftaot h icomtod st hR2ge L
wins the Sec®fideWqui g, Wahough humorous, il

19B19Ahmrrative i s woven into British cultura

Robert Eagl estondé& wanrdnusr itnhga tattthaec hmeetnitont o
the Second Worl d War @i s&ls doa<ctoani quiga ga tfhoartm
inequality, managerial failure, andmenodriyti ca
bl ac&tiahiils critiqgue pr oG-Ipraamdeimé ct, ovihreinn g ht
government and media al most instinctively re
hi mself the | eader of a wartime government,
as thednmatnitrrigrilerg ci ti zedBsl ittodrBép@irscdacvce met h @
was haif@uendk iarsk gamodnermnagst ri cti omepweceddasedi beE

Second W& I d War

Char |l ot t6eArRu rMwoisg, of t he FamoWsr FRapddulomral CBlatduwri e sBd ;e
ThEBel egrdghNovember 2020 https:-t/f wstivoe bf edl meogursa@malc o. u k /
b ad eioepsclud s U Fledeb X sheidt | er / [ accessed 14 June 2022].
Myra L. Qe@sscti@hhef Gel man<LhawddsFa Bucthan gefsl ect
GovernhméntcRPuba@pdc ni ond (unpublished PhD thesis, The Opce
3Janet WatWaan,an&dToltodlal Anniversary: The Materi al Cul t
in Briltwmdy6Nodakies and JBirliiteitsghe @ultttt hveelc oMedreddysyy | adn dWa r
(London: Bl oomsbury Academic, 2014), p. 175.

Robert Eaglestone, #6lCroReli NNGGY HMghSee camd ®@o vtl e War, a
| dea of ,Brpi.t i3sOh5nes s

%Joanne CP&t+I8 ttthe 'Second Wor IBd i Wars,hinaensds Idti e , | pea 19f Le
Andrews, '"OLike AnyYOWdiDd i Geu Golielr nimemtidmagi nari es and
Excepti,onian ilsé®dd . ,Chpapr.l i% HaTolAn I Gll aEd VST m ¢ att tse
British 6Foub@d40don | Mytdhg opf 32.

%pet er Donaldson, ' Taki n@OVHKID§oni nt hlebiCdh.i,n:p.Sploxx., War
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As we have seen, ®Ryprefeneecertbos Btitai.l
over confronting the moral and administratiyv
of mor al exhaustion and the fraying of t he
interpubyiofritualt haantd rpeprvead entas faewtthent i c
turn sustainyd hBrciatpei.n Rat her than revealing
how stalce edf st beywar continues to mediate betw

identity.

Lauren Cantillon extends this analysis,
endur aamccehnorreed t he pandemic within fttheviemoatni c
bravery as the roaad Hosocauragahgsope®Asdi spl a
Joanne Pettitt suwmomak i de goemldisiecchtni meemoarcyt s o f
amplification that help Goatbhkeat enad®Thempki pi
gover@mert uctance to ban mass gatherings su
football fixtures exemplified t his sel ect i
i mmedi ately cancelled all | arge publilc tezvent

spirit to Il egitimise dedaaryr,ydanpgd ecrdail md°resi t h

Leighton Andrews |l inked this reluctance to
wartime narrative, rée vCiverdc huinldleira nB opg @ rss oJnoah, n -
that &B&F i ¢ @doviichgr acter set it aparsf Aamecon

Appl ebaum and Lawrence Freedman cautioned at

mi sl eadi ng, encouraging minigé&rer ssoearltyliyn [ tv
5Lauren Cantillon, '&é6Keep Calm and BGQ&WwrlBanamadshd:d.Reij
276 .

pet COVWHEI® 't he Second Wor IBd i Wars,hmaensd®® 6t he | dea of
®Donal dson, ' Taking | tCQvil@ he .CHi2B8:. Sport, War and

r
“Andrews, 'oO0Like Any Wartime Governmentdé, p. 92.
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been hit earlier by the pandemit dodt hmposai

w ad/?!

Strikingly though, even critics of the gao
Broadcasters such as Piers miMeugiendg erh a & thiag
mi sappr dpd@il at Drug gi nigt t he public instead to
warti me pr éduetcteisnsgo rtsh eb y&f li d esrt| ya nadn da cicrefpitrimg t

the spor t’flnng bcoatlhe npdraari.se and condemnation t h

through the same moral iidiiamsbaredl gmbbVece
through which national c¢crisis could be rende
resilience became markers of rmooruarl Ccoiutriazgeen s h

Cheerfulness,iwdur BRd ndPf WwWtsi o/n ct or vy.

This reactsaanedxswddgdhedeep into the t ex

The wartime frame was not merely deployed fo

and performed by the public itself, of ferin
period mfamdofif@aan.o As the months of | ockdown
became most visible in GBheedtemMmngdmamat ivems ao
2020, when t hpee ofpd i éaes eo &detshmgmi | | i ons of h o
country. Across Britain, socially distanced
mi ni ature, the famous cel ebrations of 1945.

bunti ng ¢tshaelneesth phfamid f | ags boomed ahead of ¢t}

“Dominic Nicholls, OExperts FeaunBr War shalEStgmtednat
Virdebegr &pMay 2020, p. 5.

2l pid., p. 122.

“Linda Maynard, 'O6A Beacon of Lightoé: Representations
COVID¥i ct,i msndb | bid., p. 195.
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reporting recor ealoorndgesr so)f avad th enledddddansgsMecest | i

A g adf*n

The medi a actively encour agéd nthapesendeentf
publ i shedhawguodp!l an t he perdfceoanpl| \EE eDaw tpha rptl
of 1940s h-apprapdi’plereiaddiutsi.@n brtolmecQseemn B
del i beratel yedl®dédradi of adide epss st,o thiamv iwttairc dp
ho one was i mmuai®Shéer omc @thkee bmftHeotok seemed b
di stant, thedgpet cBmiéteapintic ehatidtihn t h adt| & rhgeu ac@al s
t hat resonated powerfully 4dmMed tpeeamcentart

remembrance wiNtehv erre ags svier aurpe, & .ante vea s dtelse ame s s «

Daggs he decl ared, before urgindghli $toererandt @ a
we have fdineachveghedast il | a nation those
airmen woul d r e cd®gMé srewhaheé, admier eRoyal Al

comme mor gtaisvtes folvyer every nation of t he UK,
Typhoons over Edinburgh, Cardi f f, and Bel f a:
payi ng®Eveéemutire | andscape was enlisted: a | o

Dover which directddi he a¥Ehe2®d 2Wente® MBati t@ume

“Caroline DaBunretsSan ¢¢ 8o a 8 tBGeildedomr sat e HOVnEeGD ay da & n May
2020, https:/ ]/ wwwetvbég802a0dmawu rot6idrbgpberm & ethocse | e-br at e
valag-home [accessed 7 October 2025].

0Ol ivia PetPtenmPRetrifeecw Pdvict Ko aaglondependeMay 2020

https:// www. i n dsetpyelded/Zheb® € tdycuabsty th mkBew-p |l -decorati on
a9499426. html [accessed 20 May 2023].

“BBC, 'VE ®aywyeEdKtngith b e o wed ,t hs a yBsB CQ UNecals6May 2020,
https:// www. bb2586086k/ hawsksked 7 October 2025].

M bi d.

®l bid.

“Caroline Davi eest,sSROoB@EZe DaWidr RaAAhti ve GsargoanMay 2020
https:// www.theguardi ajnetcemard weolt dna@ #7R50E2I0N imee/V BBryyr a f

[ accessed 6 October 2025].

%Jack Dyson, 0S d WA rylpda sWa ro vepri tWhiirteas éCddE dbsa WB C Do v

econ
Onekbeent Onl8 nday 2020 https:// www. kdnty-ampwhietlard fisk/ dove
appedar ovrala326908/ [accessed 6 October 2025].
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cles; they explicitly connectegboadontem
ring a sense of purpose and resilience
acredfsttchrey Second Worl d War thus r ema

il ¢c |l anguage of courage and unity. At i
ence ,af oiumdtatti men ondgd $hg farnaobidennf Bci b

ty 8 a3hmhe degl ewv@@uinki ok, 194@ Battl) of B

membered | ess as military history than
i nf-mercec gt mosedff a people most resol ut
r, there are other aspmeay sbe¢e oovdarel mak
y of pandemic respd®danyesapDawivétacrky tihse aM
hal conclusion. As Menno Spd epemigod uaonf
ded appeasement otbpthe Nhei €] evbpeptmah
tion into Europe; near defeat, but a g
time Britain opposes the NaziBat bolheiofs
mbi ng raids fiome BBl ot 8hwict hstesod by a
ce; invasion of the 60ntinent; defeat
al ldnagt ha BEm@t eatderd Br i t ai n
his foundation, two distid&ctwabut mever
The diitrtsited Bn dlbhaarpd wd ky, i nsul ar, un
ted, theprmhwputckkyofl iBrnilteaiimlasndathat stan

of Nazi Germanyécodi fies for us somet' |

81Mal c ol
82Menno

mB rSimti d ihn and 1940: Hi st éLpynddynt h Reand | Rdpgel, ar” 0M
SpCelrti mgal Hi story dfBaBriintgisd o klEeur dPsad ggprtaiveei sMma ¢ r
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Britisha®cThdrsamtagrr ati ve, epitomised by-the st
reliance and r é&sidluiteyncies. fTrhaemecdi taszemr i mari |l vy
Bl itzofspstroitci sm and coll ective effort. The
survival, gui ded by d&waekned eD e d @D eoWmintd e swiacrhe ne
extensive and highly varied participation in
worked i n indusdrryt hha auxiillitaref endrevs tcteesmar n
room in the popular memory of the war for wc
nat® owmal ues, the family at home that the men

in wartime are mediated through the need f ol
the public m8Fomtiewampfe,wathe memory of f e
Executive (SOE) agents was nghamedrbyedcdesacne
and then reassuring the public that they had

and k#&itting.

Crucially, t heistet It dbaemglsgrdéndpassi ve, r1 ea
are experienced as i mposed from outside; C
constraints, then ddatturlre ©oka griechuitdidnier.s tT hseu rlfaak
Boer War -ianspean adnttierm for those who wanted

for éaidgvne M¥’ur esarri ed an iBnglivehness i mamgk ec rk

8lLucy Noakes, quoted in Simon Montlake, O6Battle of

Théhristian Sciz2&cMarMomi2®r9 https:// www. csmoeodi tor. c
Brishi aHHo wyhney tolWWI-$ haBeeéxit [accessed 17 November 20
8Mi chael Samuel, 'Finest Hour 2COVIIDDi GOWwHDP WNestal gic
Second Wort hiled@War ,ofamBdpi.t i3slh3n.es s

8Wendy Ugolini and Jul i ett eMuPlattitniantsioonn,a|l' NBergiottai iant idnugr ii
War 6Hinght i ng for Britain? NegbhSeeactoinndg Wodd ddt iVayr e We m chy B
Ugolini and Juliette Pattinson, British lIdentities Si
War and the British (London WeCQd3gke pl.t !1:2t0BMei Bt@aeiym | ssmod M
of Seecond WoLbddwar, Routl edge, 2014), p. 170.

8Juliett edAMBaaThyaWisloim Yolu ®MakMo Pr oard TCh et Mermdory of Britain
Secwat in Gc¢caunphmdti sh Cul t t hSeelc oMedmoWwoyel dn ddayr Lucy Noal
and Juliette Pattinson (London: Bloomsbury Publishing
SFrancesca Mel Mousitsah,fRa'aP eilwdlsileddNa| ri sstti ves: Connecting Gl
and Eingt/@é@di ti sh Journal of Pol,jt2&8€s2ah20240termatdo®9

Br
oI
2



reser ves wfnfdi icoédtnecny depd ct ethetaMasddhe i n his gal

room and smal$ domestic worl d.

Popul ar culture t-saakéatesatheveaemehassmalll
Da@ Ar(rmy® ) di stil s 1940 into gentle nost al
portrayed as vul ner ashilree msa,t hsehro rt thasgne sasgegir da nadri
the terms, and a Home Guard of c%®The,stawea
achieves its humour by juxtaposing the prof
resurrecting dmd amei rofpdri anidagndtalfeedb@mir eniggrad rosn ea
absol uté@lTyheotefdrect is cumulative: feminised

transposed onto the whole community as modes

of unity jandnade $66 pgaicesmppostal drift irfto obs

However, there is also a different telli.
more agency. Woods notes that daJ eratgesg edaed tohfe
Guling oahd waubsestfratithigsvietsrgn, Britain d
in 1940; It won t heBiBamatrimekodkfe Brhiet &inn ,g maa rclo ¢
bouncing bomb, and | ed a gl obal coalition t
Low Countries. The same-wae moriisd 0 nlsadmoar |Blrgtta
pol i @emanhitutionalised by it seat on the UN

Even i f events | ike the Suez Cr idsigd odbfallg

pretensions, the Falklands War*Aoft hbugh Mas wra

Thatcher invoked the vulnerabil ity nopfo sls9i4b0l,e

8| bi d.

®Dad' s( BB@YSI71LP 6

®Conné&veCaylake, Ip.! 57.

N pid., p. 54.

2Hannah RoBRel ®&"poNestal gia: A B@lkwhon:s WH sAlolregn,of2 B2 2
®Liu and Hilton, p. 538.

%“Conné&vkCaylake, Ip.! 243, p. 246.
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odds she al so, as Rabeerutk ddawender s -obdehlwe sf, ai
t houitglhat Britain was no |l onger the nation th
the aaBrihde | esson adhe¢ heedFdadtkbahtnddsr i t ai n has
that this nation still has those sterling qu
can match their fathers and grandfathersé Wt

own people ttaHhdn uwe tBr iatrimsh ar® as we have a

Later, i nterventions i n Afghanistan and
recoding interventionism as a mor al duty to
Tony Bl air and George Bush p-Dayejduosotni fiymatghee
approaches to international relations and t
their 6PReoapd est face valueconhhideostersl bhyg m
Vi ct Grrieaarnt e or eBfriittit9eBdAO # 6 a n ¢ wmtcwanrgd pol ity overc
Engl and provincial i scmur(sael |oefvisama lnlg itshlea nddr ecac

of mi nd which would otherwisé@ mahkie husceGrdrm

i mpeanabdl!l i ed war pi+mo ¢ dsatwtroendg blyn dai a2n. 5Ar my al on
thousands from Africa, t*he Cari bbean and the

However, this version only works by stra
pushed to the margins: the fall of SiBngapor
worst military disabsoer pPomicmeétt hep Sloimtmaen mears
eclipsed by the European narrative; the Bur
®Hall, ' GlToAmall sTlhaneda 80 or yBobppt Fab&mpieiGs:obaBd BrKi t aian

and MyhbalmpérNoat adgurabal of | mperial ,amMd.®GonmoOmvweal tph F
®Saunder s, EMpBrreexéi,t pandl162.

“Conné&vkQaylake, Ip.! 269.

%¥Stuar tUnWared, Ki ngdom: tAEeGtd obh( Bhiinkhodgenof Cambri dge Ur
Press, 2023) , p . 43, p. 44, Patrick Finney, "l saac Fa
Wo r Wadr, 6Renme mbtehSéercgond Woreldd. Wayr Patrick Finneyli(London:
88 .
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di st ant hofmréroomn tt hend qui ckly seemed holl ow as
giving little incemnd mpés i @af’Tbdabyanvadafhagde
me mo 6oifest he Far East are often confined to re
fi TmRr i dnd éhReiov e r)vheei | ndi an contribution, mea
million men being mobili@demhl yntegtéeeetadi an

and popula¥r memory

Crucially, the eclipse of these I mperi al
articulated here wiliht tal esiBmdg lisfuisetdaiairsc htihvee :i
of i mposed violence, suGrfeeartienr,g Barnidipasi¢eme cv € C
of unambiguous agency by bracketing defeat,
i mperi al manpower . Asd Ropbpedyn trSgeeusn dseerss tamog uc
di scordant stories, thédumdmibmad db dby dcadnst wrge
empire as s odierdanhti hnegr Btrh a na a.$fdHeentchei npgo liitt i ci an
bet ween them aBr eaxietd s &Gapédamle & Blpedf di tmierd by mi ni
resdloveconti nue to be a successful global f ot
Britain wil.l be Bbasd emghagzrdnéed ithetwer2adl?7
t hd@ahe United Kingdom is a gl obal nation. Our
gl ob§l stidocomfortably alongside invocations
selective memory that marginali ses Singapor

rol essdamr @tffest ory

®Noakes and Patti

nson, fiKeep We@dMmakaendpCa22§ Ono, p. 1
WConné&veGaylake, Ip.! 230.

YIFinney, 'l saac Fadoyebods Journeyodo, p. 82.
2saunder s, EMpBrreexdi,t pand 160 .
WAl icja Curanovil andSaRigsAlrl S zGrmaaEs kRiu,s sdDMiadaWinighG|l o b a |

Ont ol drgsieccadlrnitteyron,at i o(n2ad 2 2R)e,l apt.i 0ln3s.
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Clai ming Owner shi&g:Wd&nmr otmo tthiee PEloaptl eher Revol

At the same time, the very adaptability that
has al so made it a sitedoft tpleedphibgulaan dba r Birgigtl ¢
of fer emotionally charged visions of who the
cul tur al actors have repeatedly sought to fi

groups have tried to clsaacm eidngseteoptryen g vweh ioavimn e

ought to cel eabsr attes, hwehro ecsoumtnsd what | essons
unf ol ded not only in politics but also in
successive gemaerrraattieodn st hheavwearr et o al i gn with

eecnomi es.

The | ate 1960s saw the rise @aThPpeop@lar hi
Wai( 1969) , which portrayed the war as a greses
foundations f &Thtitskdewedithgr aeast ajt @eofel @drda cl a
progresaiavre cpmnstensus became deeply i nfl uen
collective understanding. David Edgerton, h

const fUrtet iamrmngues t hat tpheeodprd ad@iasn alctiuché & yofor a

hi storians themsel ves i n t he | at e 1960s, b €
wartime Britain rather than the critical or
year s. He suggests tbatoocmanpgdewcbhasthdbdasamnm

focus onwdlhfearpe odtoatéeominmg tdwaegreetaliennprosed bac!
onto the 194war bhlyi Yhegeampwstf urt her argues t |

of this histori datl ifsr aamitnrgi b uwt e rtoof otuhned :power

Angus ThReepl eds WaOrBi9Q BB iomaiom,:, Cape, 1969).

Wpavid Edgerton, 6The Nationalisation of British Hist
English HistoGXXxxXaM|l ,Reb5v80ed% 5202 1, pp. 95

W phid., p. 972.



t F Judn

the newarposatt i onal hi storiesé that their wor

happ@&snweah that their assumpti ohs dwiWMsndag t e

I f | i berals in the -deOnddcsr ahtaidc evnesrhsriionne do fa
the 1980s conservatives were vigorously reas
Schol ars Graham Dawson and Bob \Weas twa swreintgiamgg
in a s@mbobgke ovede onnadtuicotnead tiddrepnatgibt! yo'B e mevmo r
Drawing on the example of the Falklands War
Thatcher, they argued that popul ar memory of
wing, nationalist vis@opubhrBmemarg. i Theytec
it s @paotiunrtei ng t o the Ldrrugichtiddt, HheéreoiBsdtlidomn
heroes with their backs t-betbesswhoae®@Bdunkdr

all celebrated in nost®l gic media and pol itdi

Mar Shaw argues&Gtlhappropaiabheon retadasi ned t
emotional capital but d$tf ap meddegeapv bpgaddifrtigohe gsan
peri od eamhtiilsscon[ i ng] the s@¥®Asngmiofheghaé¢ivegs,)
the Falklands victorgstandket hhen GleOf§eda/te Manfa ¢ tichhee
able to rewrite the meaning of 1940, transf
realignmedtoceabpryogercst ed onto the politiciar
char sedt earsi decades of mor atprloifdie rgwaliryé la np rsenc e a

newear of naticumalerr dhmhiesha&irnbaer pretation |

Wipid., p. 984.

1Graham Dawson and Bob West, 6Our Finest Hour? The Pc
over NationMdtildrealt i Fiydt,i oms: Worl d Wa,r elfdvo by ®edftfi st
(London: BRI13. 1984), pp.

9 hid., p. 10.

WMartin Shaw, O6Past Wars in Present Conflicts: From t
Ken LunWar eadnsd, ,Mehfewe ryt ii et (hOxCfeomrt du:r yOxf ord University Pr
Conné&keGayla ke, Ip.! 252,

MSmiBhitain, apmd 4946@.. 95, pp. 12
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nati onal nard adi veqdmerhdi| sicpadndoene e et eoptrasti
sharply with ®&heVatLabyumh/ &endaptledsstnrdeidedmded ar e
st a¥e

However, by the turn of the millennium, (

t hedGwawreani ngd avmisdlay afi a@l3Tihreg ctodh peireveess alel nat i

culture that once sustained the myth, he
demographic change, soci al at omi satdavioint e,and
Ang$Saxbool tur al core had given way to a mor e
i mmi grants increasingly demadqwardt i medbgear viia

Meanwhil e, alterations to br &Ggahdaa d setriemdg tared ca
of theafSuaedagon televisi-snr emand'’da®@arernmald yt hhea c
already noticed that new forms of entertaint
the ol d, steadi |l ydweakening pobewemhebembhscvi
story of 1940 had |l ost its ability tdi aamman

t hradt%e s

Later devel opments partly con&i pmedgnobus
Research by Tilley and Heath in 2007 identi
rooted in empire and military triumph’ towar

Mor e recent research has showiutl hatr e Boif t issht

regarding their i mperial past, particul arly
Russian counterparts, reinforcing the sense
Wipid., p. 127., p. 145.

3Conné&veGaylake, Ip.! 275.

U pid.

Wl pid., p. 19.

Wl pjid., p. 275.

james Tilley and Anthony Heat hTThBd Theé sthe dloiume adf oBr iSt

58. 4 (@EPOM7B) ,



t | JugpH

engagement SWarhe ohviesrt,orGas®dostadyg bBil hdhestBr e x
reiterated a sense of scl¥pheéici squaloiwaatdisv e mp
Gcant evidence of any suppiglroriatyishe oBioinii zi |
pa¥tn fact, many focusiv glheomentplay t&gaiprhath 5Ris

| egéacffrequentl y empldoajien gde hier ivd oil eme thwalr ido o

Nevertheless, despite such fragmentati on,
and as we have already glimpsed, continues
factions. I n the 2010s even Jer etmgyr iCom,b yst,i la
obliged to pay tribute to the wartime gener
Though criticised in 2015 for failing to sir

and for what dtadheé apibteesds oo aRé membr ance Sunday,
emphasised res®Plent20Db8 et anadsnnoand ftehsato Lwa
inclawdeew socGfalr dontnreactservice personnel ,
Sunday shoald hbaser kil l ed in war davhi wWe st |

promidgshemgsecurity and s uwp’ponytaoud averer amas ko

18val Kmisa nMarraiMmaa i menk AmnaSao reorkd na, O6National Pride in t|
British and HRws=irarscYoouwtlh éo,f Ecomdmi(@® 1R¢search Paper
YSophie Gaston &And H®aneh a nHiOntedisstPast: Nostalgia as a

Britain, Frafde namd: GORmMbBy : ROW&W. demos. co. uk/ wp
content/ upl eHhodndeh2NORB-RO B At . pdf [ accessed 7 October 20

200 pid., p. 54.

2l pi d.

22Rovy Greensl ade, ONaetrieAmyaH@ofr b@hso rauddsaifhneGoaad d a6
September 2015 https://www.theguarddoarnhyekbhmaamednalgree
ant fep mecshso-ofils sapproval [ accessed 18 May C20OR2BELj sé6d or

af
No Bowi Dege pEhpugh at Gleanroti &pmNod,vember 2015 https:// www. tt
news/ 2015/ noori®Em p-bapmyutd cmdrseedd eame mbs amadaey [ accessed
May 2023]; Adam Wi thnalAlAny OCoaiWalnhb miva 8in € e@ 8wtn d ay
Jeremy Bbowebpdepen8eNbvember 2015
https://www.independent-c codbwpi#wteewnsdsaEphepgnds amideey/ j er e my
spar e wi-a6@25976. ht mi [ accessed 18 May 2023].
2ZAshl ey Cowbur n Says @iue g oo febdysio vA\g snaor cVe s e Ma 8 &
Endlﬁ ndepentienNovember 2018 https:// www. icroddpyemeddent . co
or h:@mere&sglheerpeennesmbdamrcrm—ww&:ceenoaaﬁ26381 ht mi [ accesse
20237 .
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Remembrance Day ser viucege Dacaaigmibageyp baiavedpelo

from Britain anda naltlhead wd$ svotrh @ warmrlsd

I n more recent years, Boris Johnson, Ri s
drawn on 1940 anal &gireess ittoa athhcea me u sUskisaananie n v
contemporary®dewho. odoBnsbaiaddressed the Ukr
decl drhiimsg i & Whkm®@®sme heoxwp!l i citly invoking the
resi stancé&Swmd&kr, dinedie.s 2024 address to the
| i nedafge1 940 was our f imewds htowaos Yeams ko aa
Russian invasion é then dperahnamesr thasayedlsoendr
as well: in Augustf i2g0h2t5 nhge fsoari dt hlkek rsaaimee viasl u ¢
Second Wi Hed aWasro decl ared on tbaye{gh@&ieRbts:
war shows that thieotSejcwéitdshiegitadmyyarn hiag past
entwined in t¥®&hmoraucbtidgolegically diver
symbestracpdtUkmngsi nset ruggle in the | angeagefots

to the hegememaiccedeathbrgf t he

Il f, by the turn of the mil lweanrnicuunh,t uGoen ntehl

sustained Gtahpei dnhyyt hf add e Grgo atto Ipaceacteess a bri ef

293eremy CorivMamksoBemeeyhr a Mes s 8 greddror o dt dhr aThseiand

Fami | Tlelsadb,our, PlaOr tNvovember 2019 htt paridkisimaimbbuw anareg. uk/
sunadva ynie s stame me drcetsearatchhsé iami | i es/ [ accessed 18 May 20
Boris Johnson, fA6Thi-PMI soUkRddi reds UKG@W.sUKEHMBI®O | i a m
2022, https: /] www. go-iv-8 ki k &fgiorheosyinrm-a ol O fueker vasip/ mtirhdi nsa me nt .
26Ri shi &Sminmé&k ,Mi ni ster Rishi Sunakdés Addr ed¥GOVY.oUK he Uk
(12 January 2024), https: / / www. igsoteelrinka/dgotvateshse ment / spee
ukr adpmair & rlagna n 2a0r2y4 .

2IAmy Sedghi and Tom Ambrose, 6é6Ukraine |Is Fighting for
War, Says Kzuiarr d3théhr Maurgu,st 2025,
https://www.theguardi an. edm/faredlrd walktyaye 5 auere|2i0t2i5dsaug/ 15
| a tuepsdtanteefssc cessed 7].0ctober 2025

2The Odessa Journal, O6Keir Starmer: Russiab6s War Agai
Hi st oh@dessa ,J BurMayl 20250 thrtnglss /! d mhikewief@gaiukst@ai ne

s h o-twlswa ¢ r-w adir-i -8 ojt s it s faccrcye ssed 7].0ct ober 2025
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consensus in the 20d&ndgdiyanpsicys, mumhteinc ual tsuerlafl
reconcile pride and diversi t?*%eitn assDe@lr®ohn:
the Scottish independence and Brexit refere
renewed anxieties ab®lheidppaiéygt aodl|@nienh @tnig:
dinalégt hbsopsoved cyclical rather than ter mir
it seemed to @i sssooclivael. &8Amsd Bpraltiatiinc al uni ty I
repeatedly turned back to the Second Worl d W
to reimagine solidarity. Each new rupture, w
has iirreslp renewed i&®& o0a0asgadlmsouwdfngl IhQh®e myth t
authority even amid divisgomar Hawj veheanabpaea
survive such caat adkhigeb, i bsel t oasethe emot i

identity?
BroadenSagr ¢edheSt ory

Il n t hef itrwsetnt ¢ye st ugyaycgr eBdr i wari nst ory has faced

omi ssions and hierarchi es. Schol ars and acti
and Haigdhitemamcthh & shadf sherucitsume national rer
service is elevated above all other forms of

dominate the McCraltiicma@irBatciacmad Bartratnve r

with structural racism, sexism and i mperi al

2Jer ome DeGr dhoutb | iJc. Me2ndo2rly) .and Pol i ti ctahleKDj sdNaureeal C

Council on 6Rebhhotigisst 6 nypagitho rok /gy linled mpatoyl i-diisccadur s e

C 0 mme mo-ir 4 hueko/n.

B0l bi d.

BiIChristopher S. Browning and Joseph Haigh, O&Hierarchi
of Militarized Vicariod® RanidGleimbrmde Sd wrdii Re 3tQhe 0R@V I, I |

1i13 .
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overl ooking the Bengal Famine of 1943, whicl

colonial®atrocities.

Mahoney Hhiarsc rnecatseidngl y publ ibco acdntpé@swter Buil
commemorative and ritualistic praCOVlabss: t h
hypocritical, the refusal by growing number
toppling of GEdwtaatdueCodisrtiomg the PBTheke Lawtes
reignited debates$ habowmpefRhgoudtebse, €eaklmleaas!| der
Mi |l LagdnPri me Ministers W IlIIliam Gladstone an

faced scrutiny regarding thaind tuindderscoskawn

sacredfstbeySecond Worl d War now intersects
over race, empir% and historical justice.
Yet , as Alan Lester observes, not all t h
myth; many attempt instead®Hios daececpoeunnta nodf rte
Churchill Coll egeEe, 0ol Camb i veRayc itad ¥ €Gadrss equ e n c €
Chur)chaptlure this ambivalent position. Organ

featuring scholars such as Kehinde Andr ews,

¥2See an overview of the Peace Pledge Unionds 2024 06Dce
Lovadinov, AWhat Do We Mean Moy nDencgo1SotnaNe v @mmb &ke m2nd 4 a n
https:// morningst ardoewénienndne c ol & keinsermbdeacalnee/efs/ewdh aft Oct obe
2025 See also the controversy over the 6édhats and coat.
explored in CaeaBiirndna OM.h eP epneiosptloendbs war in personal tes
memorial to The WonBrni toifs iWoC U Idt tASael c loNhéim owloynel ddn ddayr L ucy
Noakes and Juliette Patting/B. (London: Bloomsbury, 20

¥Cat Mahoney, 6fiWe Wi |Il Meet Againo: Mobilising Prost
UK Coelv9i dcockdowndéCowvhd,Petthe t$Secemdd ,Worl d Warp. a2@64t he
Bisee for example John Powell, ' W |l |li3&BthqgGradstofelLabd,]
Hi st o0(AQut uzndB82p pi3,Emma Day, ' Rhodes Must Fall: The Lega

UniversitpPxbébr@xCendfr e ,f oFre bQlupabrayl 2Hi2s3t or vy
https://globalcapital irshno.dheissruosrtyf.aol xl .padcf. uf ka/cfciel sesse/dc a3sOe 3
Georgie Wemyss, ' Robert MilClaisgarn (nUibitdeheesni mpmeht Exeferc
https:// castinstone. ex estteurd. icabamirdtd /i dJeatna § ascec/es/seend/ Bag eD/ea
B’A1l an Lester, AWinston Churchil3$ndmshdtes( Canfli tvEempsiira/r :o |
Sussex blog), 28 February 2024 https:// bdhuwgrsicdsiulsis e x . a
t hceul wa-d ef ermmdiiocnggn/ [ accessed 7 October 2025].



t I Judpc

di scussions ai med& tmoacwixalmi nieevcshuamcdi | mper i a
exhaustive |ight that his wartime heroism tr
the series @&@d sxnusesXx omde neod dbad btgaiveeorndgue b al an

to a heavily s&®wed national story

|l ndeed, the dominant approach has been toc
by making it more inclusive and ocogmpl beexy o nSd
domi nant mythishéosteosiuese bédhind it arog ret ol
embedding war dmemermpulwi it haoi al armalnd nkhreirma@itn
t hemperi al di mensions of the war @nhdereéeby af
resisting the tendency tg emqmp’althe .sr d mamhdr seerca a
reflects what Michael Rot hberg terms mul tidi

remembrancesnmtcanst aszefor space ¥t ead e na iprge

di alogue, and mut ualpairlalt efihmattiba rs elwd tewe e 1 heei
the Second World War can intersect productiwv
the struggle for racial justice; l i nking, foc

l ater narrativesemdhiGumeanod we altti o nc iotfi 2z he 06 Wi

from the, Caogitbbb@&tanpubl i c memory becomes mor e

Il n recent decades, these theoretical and
have transl ated into concrete commemorative
136 pij d.

B'Martin Francis, O6MenCulft Mehaad r o yod | tAier SFaroavdal, MWghhd d W
of the Bri tGesmmldeEmpiLrad®d,uri,n War and Emped.e:by¥sRBhiylsi pma N\
and Susan R. Grayzel (Basingstoke: Pal gravBRadMacmill ar
Empire and First aMbr |l by WaanWanui Pgs (Cambridge: Cambr
1i6; quoted i n WenAywoiBgbBagmk 20 :0 ilMhmary, Ethnicity and t
FronBéjtiesh Cul t thSeelc oMedmowoypladn&®a;r Patrick Finney, oOls
Journey: Remembering the Br iReimsehmbEmfEerngerdd Werelad dWago r |
Patrick Finney (London: Routl edge, 2018), p. 7
BMi chael TRholehlbic Qglje@xytaviadt i nPer prti(f @dloirfsorni a: Stanfor
Press,p.201129).

w
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Boys (coal mi ner s conscripted for warti me

Remembrance from ®B99d&,ndarAd myhd fWamad e agr i cul
secured for mal recogniftiiren a@relnyt uirry 2@G0 ,s eteme
attempts to a®hme2@02 htelse @ommonweal th Memor
were unveil eflun @apdédamowar noer vi ce, whil&t in

drom War tbox Wi mdtriuem explicitly challenged t
i mag®Fflye 2010s saw a national memorial to Af
appear i&Bn Waonddams h Squérd e@headmeomnariegl Jak E
purpose was to ensure that young @hetovoabuahbl
i nput their forefath@rsahddcampieh gAlsswod uSndorrvhes
secured a statue to -Booti shap®E KQbgent , thbert

tendency to angli ¢t se or erase her heritage.

Since 2@Rxnembee 6Tageuahgn (|l aunched by B
partnership with the Royal British Legion) h
toget her ahead of RemembrFrlhnwkhoSsedagdaade i he
regardl ess of Yéltrhn2@21y tome oCommmnweal t h Wai
formally ackdpewhadgéeldedr atad stmhe f ail ure t o m:

1160i1®®, 000 fallen soldiers of col our from th

¥ . ucy Noakes and Juliette Pattinson, o6lntroductiono,
Wpatrick Finney, '|Isaac Fadoyebods Journeyodo, p. 74.,
YIMinistry of Defence and The Rt Hon Sir Michael Fall
service personnelGOVNnWYK24 eAdpriinl B2rOi Ix7t,o nh,tot ps: /4 www. gov.
ev-ee moit i@adIracdar i sleeyprecsamvelidbedxt on [accessed 20 Sep
Olive Vassell MaBpiacg BloamadlnByr ome: Monethenbyg, NMankban
Kelly and Olive Vassel/l (Bielefeld: transcript Verl ag

6l ntroductiond, p. 13.

Y2British F\ettwerreafudd|Sifmsgp,or t @& Re me iGh le I Gr fecaBesetrohgenriot i on o f
Bl ack and ®egivaBo eViW2s,l2 Ocuttokb@ephOt t ps: / / www. br-vet shaosur e.
anmgubs$ uppoermte mogrect aledgrr e-aee o g-obt baonks ivans er vi ce/ [ acces:
20 May 2023].
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graves or colfPacsSpeei memépomi saaeeri buted t he
"overarching i mperi al ideol ogy' whi ch pres
ounderstand or appreciate a headstonebo, t he
deni eBumomean troopeathe pegmalkiedy ticfiTthheei r w
report clarified that, in addition to those
were deliberately commemorated wuned®lahd y. o

Commi ssion apologised gremesalvaddpaitktwinghtibts

past should absolda* ely not have happened

I n 2025, the CWGC expanded tReimembeseéamgch
Dead of the, Bai4Upbhe®Emwmpitre hat reviewed comm
the SecondTWoe |rde swaarch found a distinct dif
concluding there was no evidence that indivi

commemor ation and that over 650, 000 casual ti

by n¥mewever, the report still identified fi
included African and I ndian bodies being mc
efforts, resulting in their commemioalad, oaan & hi
families of these groups bei ng “eTxhcel udepl o rftr

concluded that these discriminatory out come:

WAl exandr @aJKFa p b uGonenmteanoBl atck a Wd DA akih @ miRo iYe aq6s

Guardi2aa April 2021, httpews/ 201t apihu&Bdiastmndam/ uk
comme mo-ofakkBwd e &kch o-wb ofueyrear s [accessed 20 September 20
YCommonwealth War ®repweds Odmmihes iSpre,ci al Committee to
in CommefmdMaatteahead: Commonweal th War Graves Commi ssi
Wl pid., p. 53.

81 bi d.

“Commonweal th War @reaneend eCdmrgi ¢€shieomdead of the Britis
Commemorative Activity Dur i(nMa iadnedn hAefatde:r Q ohnem oSnewceoanl dt hwo
Commi ssi opn, 42025) ,

8 bi d.

¥ bid.
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were Omade possible by a fundamentally unequ

War Graves Commissi'¥n was an integr al part.

Hi storian David Ol uBhdna,e memibseea Eddd o BB ftt taa@ i
Wa r HénRdd D) hel ped bring this injustice to
commemor ate these @Gspaalrdiheerisd a mmo udnetaestdh téo one o

e ever come a@P¥ests, acr aai alilsy®@rommhe aggaido e

rejesacthdtsedbfy it demands that its circle
exemplifies a generation of hi s tsdriinaensé whhoour
requires confronting its exclusions. The tas

but to irbeydeemsurting that the story of sacrif

finally includes all those who fought and di

Maj or anniversaries have amplified this d
|l eaders from diverisnec!| aaitdh migc Skaadad lkgg rKolmawndes a n d
prominently i-hagl ngdait®dQuaepeecna tkhleiszabet h 11 r e
that &dae waren fought by peoples of magy | and
whil e the then Primhoetef sWadleamxs el emddbtt lie otmwd on
with a Scottish piper Bhda &€arBdfhbutboke wWahasl
stresstehde tuhnaitty of the Commonwealth nations,

of f @&swstsnbe remembedednal daggiide cleame

01 bi d.

BlToppi nEai luGkenmieanoBl atc &k a Wd DA &d an

B2Jessica Murrayé\vamdDaSyar2ath2 Marktitih nAnhei et sace, Red Ar
Fl ypastGu(arigviea)ngtMay 2020, https:// www.thegw&00@i an. com/
Stahnni v-e wmiamgi e eadrer bWwygypase [accessed 20 September 20
B bi d.

B4We | s h Go We/rEn eaRyit 17s5t  RAiyisi i sht usime S$Meai v €dr o Tyecond

Wor | d,mWadriéa. service. gov. wales, 8 May 2404295 ihmtsttps: / / mec
mi ni-psayes i -b-t b ewsheb i ot ehd etuhgeb c-wo d- | d

war #: ~:text=To%20al |l %20t he%20Servicemen%20and, i n%20mi
[ accessptdebesS 2025] .
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Across social media, Britons rgifd,reefmbuntf aonfi |
Scottish sailors, Wel shPonhiinsehr sg v Elant dpi oal na rii nsfeadn
figures signalled their KHbomae efemeentbar s hSypelolf
t weeted a photo oeunchHer i Ma uurniitdilodrnm Coorieneatm \k é an I

servicemen(®Bree E)janm e

Figarisuel l a Br aweWVEgn 28RO Twitter Post

Suella Braverman MP &
@SuellaBraverman

On this VE Day, I'm grateful to all those who fought for our freedom.
Here's a photo of one of my Great Uncles from Mauritius who served
with the British Army in Egypt during WW2. Thankful to all
Commonwealth servicemen and women. #VEDay75

11:37 pm - 8 May 2020

One of her fiercest -Ehogbamwmi, mactewvhaseedDtrh
urging Britons to remember Black and Asian ¢
(See EIAYRoDEling by British Future indicated
per ocfenthi te Bpeét oocfe nearhdni €6 mi nori ty Britons

Commonwealth contributions woul & Trhaek egrroeunpe m|

»Suella Braverman, Twitter post, 8 May 2020
https://twitter.com/ Suell aBraveftGBahAstataedl12b6888868070
%%Shol aShVMogbami mu, Twitter post, 8 May 2020
https://twitter.com/ SholaMosl/status/ 1258654261547880
“"British Future, O6MPs, veterans and public support @l
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open |l etter in 2020, signed by senior figur
Khan and former Chanceltilhars Seaj iad hJdawviod,y itrhsai
which we ca@®my |IVbeDgpy o&@d in 2025, further

public consensus: 86 perwec esnhto uad fd rceosnpmoenndoer natt ¢
who fought for Britain in the Wo@gwidt Wa® 4, per
cent strofYylfyeragaesreti ntgel i eved that remember.i
British and Comnaonn wheeall pt hb uirlod pceehtehsni ioci sionc iteo
and 81 per cent thought that te@®cWwangi méi &idl

@can help them wentdhenrisct asnodc iteld® mwel tsihare today

Figazbr Mdsogbmm D/aey Twi tter Post 2020

Dr Shola Mos-Shogbamimu €
@SholaMost

1. Forgotten Black, Asian & Ethnic Minority veterans from Africa, Asia &
Far East who fought as British colonies in Wwil

2. Women herculean war efforts made winning possible

3. Frontline soldiers/medics etc to back office staff

We. Thank. You #VEDa)
8:05 am - 8 May 2020
Seen critically, however, such apparent
strategically. As Broecker reminds us, hegen
securifesaniog and defendi hlgutagali et bypeassi
d scour ses apnods itth eo nsu lfjaevodguariend iwii t(hponl itthiecnal )

degree that they are abl e to i neplousdet iaonnds rweipt

B8 bid.

Briti sNVEFbDayr 8&0: Public Supports Efforts t,o 8Raise A\
May 2025, https:/ /-dva3vp b b-$ & ¢ pebff futb-outr seved r epf @ € s
commonwewt ethvi ce/ [accessed 8 October 2025].

0] pi d.
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t hat daf*sicroauorspor ati n(i ke ws dli djiueg ress, Cari bbea

munitionsnwor k@édeswarti me story strengthens r

chain of equi val ence. By linking these suba
sacrifice, and victory, proponents ofythe gc
and quieten doubters, ensuring they can read

Yet, as Janet Watson observed of earlier
such gestures of i A%Asussihoen ecxapnl abien ss u pwehrifliscti

celebrat@oewatyeme what they ha@ dbesebekpaart

rarely transformed the unteMolimeinng@nma rcri astiilv ea

newly visible, but the myth continued to rev
righteous victory. Contemporary gestures su|
i solated soci al meat at piostpat tcamnsemoademiemp
without altering its foundations.

The BBIL7 NfeevstRercé ai mi ng Ke membu@amtcellt Was

Eveéntl uminate@®li tbi snt@®nsiewaas Mal ik, Rabia I
wel comed recent efforts by institutions su
Commonweal th and Muslim service. Yet they al

persistent blind spots in pop&l &lroclubniksitrrekr. M
(2017) as a case in point: whil e tahpeoldctcilcaailm

this very stance erased the Indian an# col on

BiBr oe Slkewuy i,t ippad ilo0n

®2Wat son, OTmott &ldlniwadr spapidg 41.7

| hid., p. 176.

%Al pha Ceesay, O6Recl aiming RemembB8&c & e vl Nlohvoeurgbhetr | t
2017, https:// www.goldadn9di G 78K/ hewsksked 8 October 2025]
85 pbid.
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Wh a 't presents itself as neutrality Gvhuserep

wabi magi nary that inclusive remembrance suppo

Such examples expo&Geasbemiimti seopotwee. mp

pluralgaaeor,ed heooey npoerrasa shhosgaet uni verse i n wh
unity are celebrated, while doubtwercansamradt
we shoul dodl t hhbes phneudry, reaffirmed repeate
central 6t c oBmemairmati ve grammar . I n the Hous

Saqi b Bhatt&WEdPaelyyarnaed WViambDalye mueme mibered and
our memori es. I am sure this whole House wi

these historic a¥yscH orheteammisc tma ptoumrees how

operates |l ess as a challenge to the myth t
demonstr at®se seltahset incyitthy rat her than its fragi
while preserving the core hierarchy of pride

However, some <challenges to hegemonic me

moments when th&® adsgembhati wehdaeea paaoibtoy sf alft e
are invested with irrezomedlaabowmy heoeamgienmg s<,0n
l i ber al and conservative, domestic and int el
these moments reveal s &Gnaocbs eodnrlyy ehnodw rae sh eugnedreorn
al so where it begins to crack. Political an

bet ween et hi cal reactions, which as we have

¥Vvictory in Europe and Vi ct cdroy seev eorf JCaopranmmo:n s8 (Dtetb aA ren i v
Hansarhdt t ps: // hansard. pi@bl6i/ amdrat e A1 EBE&EEHMFEAC 2 0 2
60E918092B81/VictorylnEuropeAndVictoryOverJapan80ThAn
Speech DeTlhiky evmgtelBel v Anni ver, s &8r yWagf 2WER 5DayRoyal . uk,
https://www. royal.uk/ VED83Y8h RAandeoerseshry Odt o/bet 02§25
over ,JaHpoaunse of Lor dsH@DOedard t ps: Madhaaadb &odarl i ament .
09/ debat es-ABPBACKAEAE
9807EDE7210B/80ThAnniversar
Debattehbeor,d 3 Ap Hialh s,20hat5t,ps: /
[ accessed 8 October 2025].

yOf Victoryl nEuropeAndVi cto
/ www. paral |l &l0o@dr Il ioament . co
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ideol ogi cal reactions, whtilceh dcefnecresailvd tef flar

myth ,t haeact he boudhegemoofcBmemary become n
The Limits of Assimilation: When Myths Col |l

Moments of fracture are part idciusllaotclayt dreoaw e a lbie
such r,eapentsesor discursive crises that the

domest® Diaslkeocati ons expose the contingency

evident: they remind us that every social or
never fully fixed or secur e. When disl ocat
eecnomic crashes or depressions) established

forced to i nmaprrtoivciusieat et omearei ng i n®%® wohdi ti o

indeterminacy can open space for transf or m:
reactions. Competisngtadt o bemeabrseqggl agt oor e es
mor al order, others to redefine it. Each at
strained the hegemonic framework has become

fragility of the myth itself.

The Brexit campaign offers perhaps the c
moment when the bassacmedatt graoomhonogér taeco
range of meanings projected onto @n .bdcStchh osliadr e
invoked contested memories of the&matsturand
allies a&a®WOnmahketesave side, Boris Johnson cl

dre@min to whatuHidi eg HBorectdohtes iesak 0 e €°0f Eur

¥’Jacob Torfing ci tSedc urni,tHasnantdilBo3Br oecker ,

%8 pj dp. 133.

®Robert Saunders, OBrexit and Empire: fdlGlkobanhaBriofair
| mperial and CommdBwéalB2B)stpryll1l65.

"Rowena Mason, 0Bacdkns DBionrciasre rlSHfWibheiGo ar di 3% May 201
https:// www.theguardi an:odmlsipkeethd a-eapeo0idbamay| adctb
October 2025].

61
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ressing the Home Affairs Select Committ ece
iversary of the Normandy | andi ngibki,d amagtui n
so to enable convicted EU rapists, paedop
be protected under t h&"'Bireavx iEtueerp e Marnmia i
e the wartime tMynk aehem, K mRegi erlrg ydi & & taenrcan
never submitted to bullyind?byi sanyhc&me ma:
l'ified byt Saumswhlipem sevolked t he DRé&c AmanyWo r |
h it sWhhoe addd i Bl ,t hi nk you @&%Sd nkil a®iaiyg y Mrh e

Invoked the famous 19&9ebBbtudo®odtodE nfGrbaanmed htsh

erendum asrassompas abhibur i sl and history
Remain campaigners mobilised the same myt
Field Marshal Lord Bramal |l warned that I

eration had fought to secur e ,& ewmmeinhbee rD atvhi e
t e h&asd sat ommeersa | i njuncti on ¢ ol aptrieosreirsvne hEau
ved this country well. Whenever we turn
ret it. We have always had tédd°Cgmbbaek,i hh

osing sides generated over 3,300 article

ntity, sovereignty, t he Second Wor | d Wa
t o'ff*Bhii ® nmn emdvmirc etxppgpsed the fragility of
onger a unifying moral charter, the war bec

"Gaston, aAtd HomédoirstPnedst. Past
2Ros e Wwldes,, No 9t al2di. a

WTom Newt on Do nBhi Nakwh & ddi ng Mr SQamzrPeal®rdyary 2
Steve Budhlkhrderage of Brexit: How hBeui o péeagT@héed:

016, c
Il ts W

Bl oomsbury Academic, 2018), p. 122.

746 WhWwi ISd e &kr En gDainldy? 6MaiFlebruary 2016, cited in BucklI e
Forces News, fASecond World Warc¥®et 8eamy WDrle ,Agai nst
https:// www. f or ceseesrnvei wesav/csedngormddew fatargiadbmetx i t [ accessed

October 2025]

"Sophie Gaston, Aatn dHoSwmec hianp.HI dl éhdosr sPta.s t
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ions of Britain: one as an independent | s
ling pawanermEmunondpep.osThe betwgeni stoiver ér g
idarity, nati onacloiuslnmd annod |coonsgneorp od e t @omm s ani

rative frame.

The persistence of this divide was evid:

Observation di®ectointe nao@npiheeaguaicye slit ractthuore
around how Britons | earn about the Second Wo
responsibility, and how fil m, media and on
atti Onued ersees pondéntt hroeungahr kHedt:l er |1 ost, | f eel
the second time when Angela Merkel and the E
to d@U@tyhers | admany e e tpperecept i ons of Ger many
countries are stildl so &oloauurdead eldy vWW2aves lar te
factor i n a'hlen oBrheexri tr @vocatidaey tlcatud| waeat euans
| eave a¥°he EU

For these obseoveguestitberehatsa conceptic
idea &habdadwmwlromeg t he Second World War and b
British identity &8hain ec oonbtsreirbvuetre de vteon Bsruenxmatr i
charted in this cha@twer ditfH €edaovranrgg nlde hglaachi dejrsett hee
Engléomedt al ity that cher @am&s r Bonfdgrpeesiidleinecnec ea;n
ot heme belief we are Eur éflean and need a uni
"™ass Observation, Spring Directive 2022: The Second
8l bid. Response C3210.
1 bid. Response S5866.
8] bid. Response H7052 and Response H6949.
Bl pbid. Response A5853
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Such i1rreconcilable interpretations show
expose the underl y&sngvaft amewaoryk hot oByit ahe
emotions that |link together courage, sacrifi
Laclau a®@dt Moméf e Br e &ihta i mnrsmaosf Iotedda uti veaoll edn d eh i s
together: the flexible associations that giyv
to different peoplesafbd&Gdeamati g i mgv eaplpedlt ha
bounwarkn deci ding who maly9Bl®vYdhkhedt i@rstwhrit e

purpose.

Comparable dislocations recur @&hevaevdarmet |
story are publicly questioned. Few figures
Winston Churchill. The 2020 Black Lives Matt
demonstrators targeted theistgatfuerice Ba&mluinai
politician$Bandstiehpsessagain |led this I|ine
of public statements detd&drbmng hawcCbhadrahdl f
and condemned the subsequent boar ditnd adp bcefer
boarded up at different ti mesa®™nAhereahe |aasr v
academic discussions examining his racial vi
of Churchid t a<$CGuadilrlgegeput ati on dG@edadoefdemaci |

detra®tor s

¥2BBC, 1Bl ac k PrlLoitveesstal awbtlya:®t caitDelelaGcsBBC0 News June 2020,
https:// www. bbe.ngdlaosntdd @@ WB 534/ uakccessed 8 October 202
[t

®Boris Johnson, Twitter post, 12 June 2020 https:/

Pet tCiOtVtHiID® 6t he Second World War and the I dea of Britis
B¥See Craig Simpson, 6Churchill #AWhite Supféimaci st o L
Tel egrdphFebruary 2021 https:// www.-wWhilsteepr @amlacéstuk/ ne
| eaeimpgvoersaezcilsai ms/ [accessed 7 October 2025]., Rory

Professor Claimed British ,Pamplil ye M#a $F efibWWou asrey thGanl t h e
https://www. dail y-m2581¢9/ Gé&bhlinaschke$in ®if &6 la ®Bmeidt i s h
Empiwrce-M&zi s. ht ml [accessed 7 October 2025] dheand Andr
Raci al Consequences off Mrewdmudchy | Rtb: HAn R8ivi eMi chol as
Exchange, 2021).
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While the meanings attached to Churchill
him remains remarkably resilient. As Stephe
observe,® Chmagéi hlas in recentd decmelesf bebaanr

hegemonic myths of Brit®h poptubayTilkiheguc ar |
Spe¢edm@r ownhe increasingly aimspaevairosurn ootd acsi vtihl
but as th@debhon®i @madretd,of a geHYdter assovRireli dgin
his coll eagues not e, t he att tdaenkhhoil sd If eog a cwh art
extraordinadielmperl eddi se ioditeins mm e ¢eWhveend, aisn haenr
ot herwise celebratory BBC documentaarcyh,anlkeerren
an egotist €é and s ongehtiismedse séw elmidtad Gairfisd ag rcehaatr |
grandson Randol ph ChwmpehiGi nesncedaeamgned et i @ mi
brings a smi lfae®®®BBcpevwipsdeeral reactions to a
critique ali ke reveal how jealously the Chur

the boundaéi evardfi mr imoaian i ty remain dr awn.

Studying events when this moralit® i s ¢
hegemonic myth meets its | imits; when adapt
meaning must be renegotiated in public view.

in one of the most vol at i Iee satrreantaesg i ocf baolmb:i nt
against Ger many. I f Brexit exesnapclrief@d esab oaa yp ol
grammar fractured under rivabrcHaecmdeeseft hevesm
Bris®sashrategic bombing campaign has exposed

the tension is primarily not between &ompeti

8BSt even Fie
2020), p. 1
8 pid., p.
W pid., p.
B bi d7i8 p

i ng, Bil Th&kbhwahiz( OxafMgt dRs cOxafradr df oyrei,ver s
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continuing relationship with modern Ger many

heroism and atrocity.

The bombing war remai ngwoaammrduhfBiecul edt cor |
with the moral grammar of righteous victory.
i ncorporasadreadathstoeuigyp memorials such as the
Memor i al I n Green Park and the 2018 Internat

many | ong felt negl ected, hau@t gdidgyenteomo

service. Even now, attempts to revisit the c.
On the thieelbad @ Bbyo mbi g esflen, in particul e
occupy a uniquely charged position. I n Oct ok

condemnati on f @r aceormpaalr ibnogmblasrrdangel nwa rotfi nea zraa

on Dresden, SNhgeme sBriintgaitnh ato mbed Dresden, z
|l i vedvdkewesort of forgotten that i m¥®wari, t ivcesr y
accused him of mor al di stortion, =andandhegc
arguments about proportionality; it trigger
i de rtaisted defence that, as tfhienense xtthe Ga@mlkeirn
sanctified¥ublic memory.

B aura Kuenssberg (@bbclaurak), fAShapps implying a c
WW2. Qu¥tdada20November 2023, https:// x.com/bbclaurak/ st
October 2025].

WChris Doyl eAr abNVeRd diss MnExposed by | srael i -Bvairt iosnh Gaz
Understanding), 20 November 2023andi-ahsefmowswewdcaabu. o
i srraeagaanatécioddeyl e [acakrarsed0B5]0ct
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Figa3erant 68heapepati on oNMatDrdewtaée®ensoon, 202

K Laura Kuenssberg &

@bbclaurak
Shapps implying a comparison btw Israel’s actions now and Britain’s in
ww2

B ssc poiitics & @ @88CPotitics - 12 Nov 2023
"When Britain bombed Dresden, 35,000 people lost their lives™

Defence Secretary Grant Shapps says "we've sort of forgotten that in war, very
sadly, people lose their lives" when asked about the scale of Israel's retaliation
strikes on Gaza...

Whet her® Sbampme nt was a careless aside oI

choices, it underscored fhawl t hlei he mbfi ng mwaw
a quiet mor al ambiguity, but a fiercely def e
or perceived critique triggers a volatile re
mini ster fehvo&komigoDrabkkden not as a taboo, b
wartime choices, is itself evidence of its n

Over the past decade, veterans, clergy, 8

complexities of the bombing campaign have r

such interventions are framed in ftdlel cowiersg
chapters wild/ examine i n micr oc@ssant rtehdes snteocrhy:
chall enged, defended, and continually remade

t he gnymdr al chain, and whi Hdlowand® ecsa pterceti vaed

of the challenger; the veteran, the cleric,

affective memory medi ate these responses i

remembrance ritualised online?



Conclusi on

This chapter has argued t hdétg,e ®©dntHri &Hd yeet o st t
memory of the Second World War endures in Br
| i vsiancgr e.d Istt ofruncti ons as a hegemonic and emo
ontol ogi cal security in an era of profound
e@mpty dwhoséieor e ifaorvalr tguroaunsmanrat i on t ested,
triumpbBawcgontinually reapplied to new chall el
through institutionalised cultur atmemeomagr yyfbu
t he m@&tmbaty binds gened@dateinoons othnalt wei gbnf leive

experience.

The ®mytshur vi val depends on a dynamic inte
renews its austdournittyi 4 a&triowrg,h where its mor al

contemporfargmcparmseesmi cs t,aswaxsstentmi @lr albbabomn

unity and sacrifice. Second, It mai nt ains
broadening its <circle of remembrance to i nc
strengthening its cnualitm ctuol tTuereasle snpantbicoans.si@ s f &

sacredossoasyain two distinct but compl ement &
dittl eobtbnagtl asmmmddur es against the od@rseataend t
Bridtaiat projects its values globally. By toc

a versatile script for almost any political

Yet this el astici®@® yc dhaesr elnicmnei tiss. tThhree amyetnt
di sl gcaptones | ike the Brexdredwastecaraywaodkmd
opposing sides to legitimise irreconcilable

a unifying charter and instead becodmkeai mascor
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of equodtvhaaltenhcoel d its meaning together. The f

further reveals the boundaries of acceptabl e

actively resists interpretatiomnxigeancaei xeadfa
and volatility, making the war story both a
cul tur al di vi des.

To see these dynamics under maxi mum stres
Bri®ashrategic bombi ng ccaomptae ngpno.Ir ialtrfiy cBarl e xdii ts | r
the bombing war exposes a deeper moral one,
that cannot be egsawbhparesdvived Byt bBkamiheng
surrounding this difficult hi stoagr edves tcarny
defended, contested, andsréematdestwhekef aotdat

its very mor al core.



ChapThmee

The Heroism of Destruction: Sanctifyi

Theacredbfsttdrey Sec omar sWosgtld tWar-aughc ucloat i omwu.al
associated with the memory of Britain standi
expanded t o Il ncl ude a wider constebmattihen

Commonweal th men and women who served across

under fire became part of the national my t h
decades, RAF Bomber Command heads ianltsoo tbheaetn ei
narrative, and that a service once shadowed

embodi ment of courage and sgoowaff ice within t

At first glance, such a development may s
ingenuity, and endurance are woven deeply in
Comma@&andontribution to victory waswaset tahmd c
those who serve in thég eamtdi rtéh oRsyald sAintor o rw
captaltheed.r story appears &Gocbmmematatabvbyvwt
sacrifice and service, alongside the Spitfi.]

Atl antic convoys.

Yet the bomber war was,oameurnihagauelfyusceampcloel
devastation and produced deep moral -waounds

testimony reveals that while many veterans

Frances HouMj hstsGhmap téelrhee: fiBo mMb e c MEmonimasidi n t he 1990s an
British Cult thSaelc oiedmoWoyrelddn dayr Lucy Noakes and Juliett
Bl oomsbury Academic, 2014), p. 156.

2Royal Air Force BenevddnemaR 486 nBRle n € vAdloeuntt BFounmbde r
https:// www. rcaofmnfanreangr/ ibadndbebeormmand [ accessed 10 Novem
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signifidéd&otiguHBtrison of 467 Squadr on e X ¢
ambi val ence. He was haunted by a photograpt
recorddi eafgten t hought about those two ol d pec
anything to do wid@hdo#®udh wonmentesd dff rleckon

deep ambivalence that shadowed even the most

This chapter explores how that moral <comp
ul ti mately sanaos i pwaatd iwnatghinnatBroint. ailnt traces
attached to Bbomber CE6bom&/mad contai nment and
nucl ear age, t-ehrrad ulgdn h & hiel ihteartiitoang doif-c sthhteu r y9 8 (
memorials that <canonisednttdeiagrmen ast @maksy
of ten i as$ emournastekttgthlriomg hout et hheakkp o sytrearanpt her
cornerstoGcdesaofedBrsdtatiimng t he st@gex dmirnathieonr

how these tensions are articul ated, medi at ed
Bomber Command as BEmboddm&bhorgf the

On the surface, the Bomber Command offensi v
Bridssasancred wasaoanefastdeyailThed in Chapter 1
dual i mage of British identity: the steadf as
the assertive Greater Britain that drew upo
Europet hl tolmcepti on and practice, the strat

myt hic strands, whithe ivtasthumamwoc & m@mdanmmagmto un

35See James GrleaShhaad oftih &i WaTCoenp o sMermeo,r y Renrde ¢ dhteiSalt i on of
in Qri@ésti monies of VBOmiSamasE&hGdmatnedmpor ary , BBbt Uskh 28R4
pp.7547%.

“Keith |IlndwEhieevastati on ofLothadnobnur gvikday, 2007), p. 32



to embody the soci &l Waol i daadi it y soimatlkeei Béopl

final Allied victory.

I n its early years, when Britain stood | a

t heenly way the war coul d @tlbwabvkey, beheaphyst

avail able was mode@tf aantd wum@Beodha@aamderdgo owmll v 2
bombers ready for operational use Gian méept em
1, 20TOhi s smal l force was c sittgipcpalb d/mbeearpsyg s e d

which were already considered obsolete.

Thi s profound guantitative and gualitat
confrontation wwah deatl idé grdkd fdehnedti mege day !l i gh-
f or mawaisompwov e dad moest i Mlme da adieslayst rous rai d ¢
in December 1939, half of the attacking for
these early aircraft amrdith€ommodbi eyNofmday
nonet heless pPrasslkde, hlei kkereiwsg their determ
under atdbhdkThbmt ReBiheaulndter b ESh&miwdikinsi des
a comparison that wunderscored the endurance

facing impbssible odds.

The following spring brought even greater
flying obsolete Blenheims and Fair gl nBoasttt | e ¢

daily deeidcsompfar f ame t heid@haefygfeorofs tthoe tlhieght

SMar k CoRenaecl bitmet ars: A History(abonBombet . Bommaodi s, 2
5Brett Hol man, &é"Bomb Back, ®duodi Bg mbAuelsatBrdd Itizabe bJaa u rnnga |
Politics,ab@8(B)s(@ogx2), p. 402.

"Max Ha8obimbgs, Colmommecan: Pan Books, 2010), p. 50.
81bid., pp. 4, 41.

SAnt hony CAmMGH §Deelaidn gGi tt ihAlsl:i eMisBombing of Civilians in
Crimiedndon: Bloomsbury, 2006), p. 28.

PYHast Bomber Conpma n5d.
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Bal aé't@wves bomber formation, 2 @roonppl,e tdienvge |aotpt
when everybody el sbantpacdtsabagdomed ot tehne Dut

daylight when others had?returned for | ack o

I n retrospect, such episodes reveal how
Sshould fit neatly within the [LpetrtcleeptEroql apnrc
moments whemt adhed aladne®nandd amdkt he eoar t WeBaomb
certainly represents a®Tdhyembiomhagef odt usbnbaolrin fi
vul nerabl e bombers condfrtoent i migt Qater avipied i @ § &
with the national myth of the plucky island
This was not yet the va3¥4, i bdustar ifelagwdrreenha
force whose persistence carried profound sym

of France, t he knodvl €t gapgrtobva tdkeRir iptoanienr fwd s p ¢

suppiort .
However, as the war progressed, Bomber Co
of total war, becoming &@ Irietbehal poakeircl andf u

By 21434, with the i-emngiomdes chhaawmy obformoeurrs ( Stir |
and the mountpilmgeofr atildesys arhde c¢camMplani gnurtno okt F
vol ume of bombs dropped increased exponenti a

194i00,943 Bomber Command was!®lanbltenh et of idrrsotp f2108ulr

1 pid p. 85.
2 pid., p. 81.
BMar k CoWe@erdalkye, | t ! : t BveeintoarityhSeeatnadn d WorL bddowar, Rout |l edge
2014), p. 14.
YFrederi Ok eSaglnor Tuesday,Loin3d ofme b rBU aoroymsbu45, 2005), p.

®See the chapter 6Mil|lThgaridiesd iVi cRemriys RiAdeeRoamger Coi
Wor |l d( Mamdon: Peng#e@ilng. 2001), pp. 12
¥GrayAmog fhDeead ,Cip.i es04.
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1945, it dropped a mammot h-flig&1l,hG@da It ofnosr, twhhei
walr .

By the end of the war, Bomber Command had
2,856 aircraft, incldNdghy a2f6e0 heghy, bymhe,
built in Canadian and Br it i!Thhe aocrtgoarniessa triocan

begun as a desperate stopgap evol Wwed ndusot rai &

and technol ogi cal prowess. I n this sense, t
Bri®awarti me rol e: not just an island nati ol
industrial power capable of taking the offen

The i mpact of this offensive was cumul ati
psychol ogical . -bAmbhogghcampai gmeavas often i
Germany to divert col ossal resourcesane home
were engagedainighaflty omeraattions, whilst the

7@er cent of its fiYpteawshthpus8@intgdnshe amen

Ger manpedgtankntwieapons, were tied up in flak
the Al |l @8t ead=®ihicensc.e system consumed a fi fth
up tohiwds of it-isnstadamemaffdpopdiction.

The campdigect effects also became more t

strikes on oil plants, transp®wrdappadist yantdo rvaz:
1 bid.

®Trevor Nash, ' An Analysis of the Factors Affecting t
Aircrew Operational Training Pipeline and the Resulti
1945" (unpublished Phrbgheéme,sizxQ2 Un, Bemiszt g 0/ C @ HpnsBnidad3nt.s ,
¥Si mon P. BamKenzBeys on Screen: RAF Bomber Command i
(London: Bl oomsbury Publishing, 2019), p. 49.
P®Randal |l FHaesaimdhAFLrgd Bombi n g 1%46Neevwr amKk : 1 Ne&w Americ
Library, 2009), p. 279.

2’GraylAmogpbee ad ,Cipg. eBOS5T higRirateasrt,d \ji.c t300r2y.
2ZRi char daWh@vheer lyi € s 2Wadn rev. edn (London: Pimlico, 2006)
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The attacks on refi nefrueels oruetdpuucte df rGem nia5n6 , aOvOi (
to barely 10,000 tons by Sept &nfbheer ,s ygsrtoeumadti
bombing of rail | i d@Er andpomadphaeabed PRgagardal
succesBayof del aying German reinf?lrmcetmeentsi gam
preceding the | andings, Bomber Command dropp
defences; hel ping to sil &hte Bmainerafttahsmaij
raids that finalTiyr msnadrzkd itshreuvpd aepdd mtehgeh o\ r a mmi

Peener® nde.

The psychological di mension of the campali
failed to fracture German morale or provoke
of terror, fatigue, and despaiconf Edehger and
promi ses of invul hef awaf Hey manumred SPpmiersgrig e a

al ardoasGplebdelPs opagarfdBay Mi9ndiBsetrrtyde odha#lambur
produced an unprecedented crisis of morale:
deep into the countryside, and Ar maments Min

raids coul d®force surrender.

As the bombing i didse,nstifae edumihlratuigihe 19t4r a i
numbness, and a brutalised will to survive.
described Ganpapabladé mit feedli hyg anaestfetised
However in the final mont hs, the onsl aught

Chemnitz was designed precisely to induce ch

Z2Hast Bomber Conpma n4d2 6 .
2Richdhlear, dest, \pi.c t202r8y.
B®GrayPAmog pbeead Cip RieghHdhidasr, d
®Richdahleasrdest, \i.ct20rly, p. 2
’GrayAmogpbeead Cipgp.i e38.

2 pid., p. 99.

®Hast Bomber Conpma nddl 9.

est, \pi.c t203r3y.
99.
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the ReldGaArmyn historian G°tz Bergawdptr awagye
what was | eft gobnf hemwnglthatrebi bée the bomb

revolt, it succeeded in'®spreading psychol ogi
The P®BoWwhe: The Social Fabric and Human Cost

This iwsdasteriodlf ensive was sustained by a va
1944, Bombaesr 306o,nnbaOn dai rcrew were supported b
femal e gr ouhTdhepelrastotnentel encompassed mechanic
operators &anAduxWdmenmy Air Force (WAAF) me mb
squadrons ®Apethei wanl progressed, more trades

70 shared trades*Thhye tchvaurame of 1THh40.groundec

procedur al rat her than spectacul ar, measur e
mechanics, fitters, and riggers involved | ol
aircraft, whea |eslte neexnptoss)e,d btut tiht al so i nvol ve

hawmgdaand def us®® WyAFb omdbmsher s frequefnothloyjurcove

watches in control rooms, maintainind@idpadi o
Beck, famously continued her du*Tyheeveeml laesc tail
effort embodied the moral and s&G&ciWalr.i ddalug
divided by specialised trades, Bomber Commar

and sustained by the conviction that ordinar

GrayAmoogfpbeead Cip. eBl.

B1Go B2 r gabrdeessrden im Luft kZeregtioPoin@g@€slcddgret elcd &), p.
i mami D. Bi ddl e, oO6Warti me Reacti onsFa,r eistha@®ambi rAgl do fs on
Dr es(dlemandon: P mpicbv8192006

2Dan Ellin, '"The Many Behind the Few: The Lives and E
CommalmdBl9®9 45 (unpublished PhD thesis, University of War
¥See ElIlinds wider thesis.

¥ pid., p. 68.
¥lbid., p. 172., p. 191.
B hid., p. 204.
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This ethic found its most brutal expressi
cramped hull of a Halifax or L&anWarstwas ermac
ni ghtly. Cregsoudmr ge(toldasail t seper st i)tihoants , S

mirrored the imagi ned n’Tthieo rRaAAIF fpamicltyi coef otfh e
to selldct , and then to stay together, gave &

reinforced the ethic -wdr croenmardtersain e t Fwltt wri a

The psychological toll was cumul ative: ho
wait in briefing rodms;t OdeefdotterféMak gy uat ews ws
these |l etters asoamspraftdaumcd, acteedi ngelt fra
their service to |l oved ones. They often pres

to crdeateema [and] 6mora Fogbtegopsateght agali
ai rman deéshcer igbreedesdabssd h alrlgamge t o.sat i Gmrit itait an

worl d haé®ever seen

This duty was, I n st a®d i dteiaddli eser mF,or on
(volunteers drawn from across the Commonweal
twenthesodds of st#tAbewvatbhbWwereabeuwab. defined
per mission, yet it was often far higher: 1z
1941 failed to return; the same month 13 per

over t*%Ae Ruhr.

Frances Hhobwegthetroann,s 6 Tal e: Br i hSeescho nMi IWoCd dp Wde mei r s o f
Cambridge University Press, 2019), p. 191.

® bid., p. 193.

¥See ElenTulEl drofiRemember Me Darlingo: Memory, Mascul
RAF Bomber 10aWMaGWI, t ur al and Sdci3all Zide4)or pyp. 41

Ol bi pl487.p
“Heat her Hughes
Studi &¢6. 3 ( 202.3
2Gr ay Amo @ gDee a d

"Memorializinfgi R4 Hodwrnmbeelr olfo mifaarn d& i

), pp. 27
Clp i e4s8Bokasti €gaspmanlds 1.
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The peril remained constant even as Bombe
The Nuremberg raid of-si3X aiarfacmhaXIli9 d4opsdaw creinm ¢
rate in a*3Thnglepeirghton, whidhgltecaimet k@ o &
Wi nidwsas described by crews as a raftdttiwas s
@doomed fOprifmaturegy due to &Criemwvsoweeet fwiynadgf
moon on a | ong dierge ctthlayt bteotovwke®tnthatnwge 9 1Gieg mia
stafiwbhese fighters wer ed®Wwaitteirng hfadr stumene b p |
synthetic oil pl ants at Wesseling and Hombe

respeé¢tivel y.

Only in the final mont hs ofXpetrh é&Yestatr.t e d
campaign d&abkimemere than four hundred Brit.i
bet ween the Dresden rai d&s edorid FaBlAsaMagy 1THS e

Mar s hal Sir Ar t huiri€ hH aerfr i osf, BCoombearn d@o mma n d |

Gcarcely one man in three coul dad®xpect to s

Nor was enemy fire the only hazard. We at
| et Oanl one Berlin raid in December 1943, 29 L
kil | ing®Dle4sOi gmwe htfrsa daemp | i fi ed risk: armour pl a

was pared back to®*Earryhmoe echowmd Whadsur vi:

BConn®elhyghitnhget fop. 39.

“Mel| Rrllyfieng ThBRomied | Command Of fensive i nhGWoerWsd War
Thesel(Leosndon: Grub Street, 2001), p. 122.

®l bid.

®l bid.

“YRi chdhlear,dest, \i.ct203réy, p. 243.

“Hast Bomber Conpman3d8?7.

®TayDoesden 427.

SOEl dr-Tulgle, &éfiReme mbpe.r 4Me6 .Dar |l i ngo

1 bi d.

2Ri chadahlear,dest, \pi.ct2olr2y.

Davi d MBodGressw,and Rt hBrosmb ilnnga goifn i Gegrhfea e § eAmth 9 A5 bbb o :
University of Michigan Press, 2017), p. 45.
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over occupied Europe, the horror often cont
became pri &vMaeysfatedar mmedi ate peril upon |
and new forms of>®Q@mud feairrimagn iwmh a alpar@tdaynlead |
by a mob ban d lvem Issyt rseaevtesd by 6% rL utf d twaalf ,f eo fp att hr ¢
airmen who served, over 55,000 were KkKilled

casualty rates surbpoassts édr eomsl.y by Ger man U

Overaltlh, tlneir undeniable courage, sacrif
may seem striking how | omgvetetaong forb8&8ombeEk
the national story.,slyhmdboldalsaetded nmdrhaer iogpleing atg
monumeattyrally raises the question: What too

service, which can be tet heEmagd, asted ed tearr | Br it to:
the ®Beoialre have to tcamgmti gmy ifndro da hrerat®ilenal
Il n handing out the newly created Bomber Comn
acknowl edgddcalde gapentell i fgé&rtehs ocoaG yemhbawdi
70 years to recognise properly the full sca

sacrifice tffat you showed

“Richadhlear dest, \pi.c t3d0r5y.

Hast Bomber Conpman2d7:y i Ral fl epdpd0 .Hoe | |

%Hast Bomber Conpman2ds 2.

SSRi chdhldardest, \i.ct3d0r5moGrgieelaidngip.i es04; Andrew Knapp,
and the Glory: Bomber CommamMasisnVBoi ensk Ke®ddBpssssan
https://www. s¥i eheamgens-d g ersatsasn c e/ e na/ndyd chroyrameé /f hor r or

commédnd-mée b lidelss .(latcrolessed Ip.t Ap;r il awvrdéhi@Beo aRatWar s o i,

Gl obal 1WB®IH4DOYxford: Osprey PboEl.i shing, 2022), pp. 31
See BBC NewsMe d@&g& H mp\lilgnBomberVeCemBBiGdNe 5 May 2018

https:// www. b-e o gélainndckd-thdedbsEH UEk9 [ accessed 6 November 2
®“Ministry of Defence and Prime Minister's Office, 'Ar
GOV.,UK19 March 2013 https: // wwwn gow.oumkceognomaeredieneath ¢ ne w
honoured [accessed 25 December 2025]



https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resistance/en/document/horror-and-glory-bomber-command-british-memories-1945.html
https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resistance/en/document/horror-and-glory-bomber-command-british-memories-1945.html

FigBte Prime Minister Cameron pres®nts Bom

The | ong hesitation to commemorate Bomber
of this victory. The very traits that made t
Bri®Gsadamredtst ougi on of stoic endurangd,soi ndu
made it a cha&| eambkot bi nlgiatEinigétenrgms )y .t hew cam
exemplified courQ@rgeatienr t @8B8dwmdrasiintty ;deimo@®str at ¢

capacity to project phPheve@E!| @Waaromss dcdontrieh e retds

sacrifice across class and gender. Yet those
mor al endurance became mhencapadiltiyantsg i mfdlui
became a mechanism of terror; and collecti ve

human cost defied easy justphralddbwoinhe Thtr ate
bombing campaign, for al/l its heroism, confr

del ayed its inc@®rperatconarntoi Beitain

Press Associ aHoinorWertsé Bans i e h ®MFR oaynsd iAr cSeiccond Wor | d
Guardi 889 March 2013, https:// www.-ahetpunawodisanaaem/ wor |
honours [accessed 14 November 2025].



Bomber Command asS&Ldhraed edtger y o t he

Throughout Bo@®mbédn sCommarmaad | egacy, there ha
celebration and questions regarding its cond
Comma@&ndnor al | egitimacy was never ensaceég se

stany both of tihes Iseamroingaloliyntrsi ght e® uWBWaywar an
pairing genuine bravery with the systematic
RAF itself, coercive practicegatsisatonstt wnae

family.

I n identifying these cont r adiy ¢btuisobrfasn,g t he
framework that, as sever al schol ars have not
inverting a heroic narAsatMarek i @dmonal Ivy | drag ne
often mistakes revelation fdbhewhaekbtangdgri agp
peopl e mayea@dnmloy wiaviei ng to accept wartime pr
meaning, hope, and coHZeahcesi newmomieamnisstos I

and Nicholas Harman (who have previously sou

observes, succeeded only in showing how robu
td@gwall ow criticisms 68@dnrmrselmpy ydmaewhape Rble:
explain this resilience: my t h, Bar tdhievsi nsgu gg

compl ex hiumansiamplsi dang adboleisskeinttgst heir di a

Yet Bomber Command resists this purifica
essence t hat my t h demands, continually reo

destruction, virtue and violence. Ign siecdd n toinf

8Mar k Cowe@zaedalkye, |p5p6 . 1
2l pid., p. 18.
81 bi d.
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seeks to show why the story of the bomber of

or securely comtsaanr evd trhgorowaBtrii veai oof t he
The (D)evolBambwar of t he

At t lse owatrs @t ,b dBBmbitmag npol i cy was framed by et
a public informed by |iberal and Christian
civilians, and a 1940 RAnRdidsicrreicntiia¥daeth ee xizpal mnbci i n
was to distinguish Brigis@dreconduaid$rom Gher
Yet this mor al boundary soon eroded under t|
heavy |l osses of earldagrdatyi c gbafadtajal aB reixtpiosshe «
f o r®cBey. 1i 424, British strategy hé@ade i botmhesdn gl e c
del i berate bombardment of whole wurban distri
from October 1941 ilcoinhmadwens ditmhate@bihpei acaltliye
uni nhadaintda It lo& oi nnssttainlt pédrsomnal dmgdmt iHamr.ri s
appointed in 1942, this |l ogic hardened: the

becammecepted andnont emfepdt aadPladastes by

Al ongside these operational real i ties, €
Mar gar et Kertesz observes, the Bl®peeresamal ,a
emotional desot h@aved vodregeanwycéor i mMBEhei ve ¢

Coventry raid of November 19Dmidryo Eexdddeisdeci

Ri char dWoye Wg, BambL iYmeMaki ndprand Mor al Rel ativism in
Of f e 1 9iAME4i5n6 A. Cromartie, -ARrder iLc dreratlr Maegy, Ahdé ol ogy
ed.Oxo:r dRout | eglm&382;, 2WMi ®hael Walzer, &é6Supreme Emergency
L. CafMmhMoedbijty of (WandoA: Régder Riener Publishers, 2
GrayAmogfpbeead Cip.i e32.

Rihar d Ovhé&roynbertshBeambed: Al lied AiNewwayror@vervi kimagpe 20
Ri ch@veary, O6Allied Bombing and the Destruction of Gel
and Bernd Gr@Wonkd, atdfot al WahPeo!| Gt obal o0d®BeShoci dandl
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), p. 29
Margaret Kertesz, 6The Enemy: British I mages of the
Thesis, (University of Sussex, 1992) p. 99.
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0fl6 Novembeapti94L@® the nBOMBNnBIACHKTI i éAWNDn cBeOM
HAR®*ThPailyréMaodted that 80 per dQerdti mbtedo

reprisals o@®Opdmmam @iotliless corroborated this

German <civilians rose from 46 per ceftt in
Strikingly, the | oudest demands for vengeanc
suggesting that i magined (asl oppoistey-hwiotdhct

experienendified % lhlug cthor |r gtaavlei avtoiicre. t o t |
pr omi dmentge toout to the Germans the measure, ali

meted @dt to us

Yet this same rhetoric also galvanised t
of fensi ve. From | ate 1940, mor al and politic
very slope it claimed to resistt.heT Cainrmiddrece
the Abolition of Night Bombing (CANB) in 1914
broader support, was reconstituted as the Bo
yedAt the centre of this emerging oppiosd ti on

most persistent and the mostda®telebrated cri-t

Though he supported the struggle against
boundari es coul d not be crossed i n t he nanmn

challenged the | egal it yohanidt emoarta’foint yh oosib ilwhgal

®Brett Hol man, ' "Bomb Back, and BidmkAuiddral:i abedatuirma |
Politics (&rmd 2Hi,stpar y394.

©® pid., p. 405.

nlpid., p. 403.

2Conn®klag hitnh§et a0op. 50.

BBritish Path®, &é6Churchi YbuEphk20klis4 , At County Hall (194
https:// www. youtube. com/ watch?v=cRBGf YVOELk [ accessed
“Richard Overy, 6Constructing Space for Dilg4®sat in Wa

ThEengl i sh Hi st olr3ilc(ad50ReviZzedl 6, p. 596.
“"Hast Bomber Conpman2d20.
®“GrayAmogfgDeead . Cipgp.i eks81.
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PenguinCBpestahnity ,anBlelWord s eOrtdeelu stthanott h
hesitateéto condemn the bombing of cdawnidl i an
to r@pycmeasures directly aimed adtndeprtirloyi N4
he publiphedi & ehi@plpneeashr ginng both Britain and
the momhitng BThe ofwmlsl. owi ng month, Bell rest

Canterbury Cocvwoscdtirmmatitom ©0hé&° he assembl ed

Al t hough Bell was never a for mal me mber ¢
its organisers and frequently drew €&hikbkeir
Bel |, BRC figures grounded their critique i
Jevons, Professor of Economics at Umiwhaisrn,ty
denounced t he déulnisbuesrpaetcet i bnogmbmennga smiBme o i & md
unspor tCihmg $tviemrma Bri ttain, the prominent no:
Bri®arn@larrtyoout through its Bomber Command

our afa me

The i mpact of these protests has been <co

cl ai med clhiati cs of the bombing campaign we

fi giftKes t esz similarly argues that their inf
that the wider moral culture of wartime Brit
She ident i f@erss can gplodd eesmhautki dFmal vengeance, fos

amplified by @tahee dprtehses ,wawhifcdr | néf*©nsieveé hkonm

“"Overy, 6Constructing Space for Dissent in Wardé, p. 6
“GrayAmoegfbeead ,Cip@EOL7

®Overy, 6Constructing Space for Dissent in Ward, p. 6
8 bid., p. 596 p. 613.

81 bid., p. 596.

2GrayAmog pDeead Cip.i eE80.

BMartin Thiedyeirs, Bri ttisRloyQu !l tAl®B1B4a®ef ord: Oxford Uni v
Press, 2008) , p . 172.
Kertesz, O0The Enemyd, p. 99.
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of fensi ve was under dweaw , p eKoeprltee s p 0 ssiutgigveesltys ,
indiscriminate bombing should ceaseéand di s:

head®Kegrtesz cites ©Ob3anvaty oh9 4 4phkgatea sthe ws n

of the people asked still thought® Yehtats hoenl! y
observes Obksat vMasen iitself doubtdefd tther @ nwa
decepti on, t hdeercee pwa o nal sammdselff t here was a ¢
public, or at |l east the thinkif’'Bgepoohcbuondes
while figures | i ke Bishop George Bell recei v
not coalesce into a broader mov®ment and wer

However, Overy Iibasaragrugneend st HatkeBegl Ir esona
previousPyHeass tmesda i 1944 || Htatrer t o Bel |l , r el

had sudagevsetreyd,|l arge proportion of ta¥®Masy | ent

|l etters echoed t hese swantcihmenngt sdHetddme wavfoompes o p

all over the country wWrOverbye egmpahtaesfiusl e sf otrh ayto
despite being i mmeasurabl e, shoul dd&nsostunbeed i g
an i mportant role for dissent in wartime wi:
unwi l |l ing t od%pardteiedi, paCveerfyulploysent omsent ©eaBF

persuading Air Ministry officials to adopt &
Mar shal J® hh9 &£2 ewadronmi ng to the Ondestod adf cll

in plaert nds of opapal dtdbnectly m&ntioning t

8| bid. p. 152.

8| bid. 21158p. 15

1 bi d.

8] bi d.

¥0vebdgonstructing SpacepbXR2r Dissent in War
0| pid. p. 619

1 bi d.

21 bi d.

Bl bid. p 611
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Whi chever view i sGBaaondpiOeadit ebptrletkdrn tomsz
understanding ho® Begwbdey Camsmasnasicertead ewaBrr it ari
Kertesz and Francis are right, and the bomb
much as the policyPedpltdlaaasr suebdensed fakBemucth
as by solidarity. Sever al hi storians have pc
the public approved *®aAftehetkscéliasindghousha
attempted, r @npootrhtisn gf ohuansd gtihvaetn such a | i ft
months as thaé&®Alatihdswgne Cowbggad haedwomen and c
shoul d hadwteo tones ubhderbeen heard to suggest t
t hi s @amdmdwet t heh ereoédteeedmnd@itdtel tonl y wayé to driv

Ger man people what tmR¥ir airmen have been do

| f @ eagcount i's accepted, howevett het he |
Peopl| War becomes one of mor al di ssonance bet

where officials pursued and often co@®ceal ed

conscience. Here it is worth remembering th,
speak plainly aHoeutprtehsesierd ofbojre catni veexsp.| i ci t a
waGel i berately aimed at the destruction of C

the disr usgtdi o mofuifdPiowiiltii teé ans and the Air Mi
to the public pretence t lhaot i(nidni stchrei tmvarsad se dof
taki ng°Hmalsaéde.gs has described how, from begi

Q@r evariiicndeedd , |l i ed fl atbpyutagaihe amaduragaion

%]l an McMiarninset,ry of Mor al e:t htiomiestFry ndf Mlomfad emamnidon i n
(London: Al l en &OQOiWlendwi nHo I1mMaBea,} k', BoBpobd lddpo. 4 06 .
®McLaMhej stry, od. Mbo6&ila.l e

%l bi d.

Overy, O6Why We Bomb Youd, p. 27.

®Conn®kelyghitnhget aop. 115.

®Hast Bomber Copmmaana,
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of f ed%Tihvee of ficial |l ine, as articulated by Ut
wi despread devasftiateivdan awd s mercedmypt atndi texieanctk oof n

ene@mymeans and cadgacity to wage war

The bureaucratic detachment of this | ang
physical destruction it di sgui sed. The wuse
unprecedent®dhéi bembonms . of Hamburg in 1943
1, 000AC addrhwer rWiicnadrse t ear through the city,
of feet ®Asophwahe bhkyled, tramcars melted, a
basements suffocated as the fl ames consumed
where asphyxiation became one “Re stchuee moesatms
including prisoners from the Neuengamme conc
bodies, with adult corpses®phteheshownkeh P
following a firestorm in MasdH el F4e5mairnesl aotfi u

ones t & tclreemddmetrgiaersdboard pa&a®kets or cigar bo

The destruction of Dresden in February 1
bet ween official British policy rhetoric and
and media crisis. Officialdfyc8asesr i bdtdhset oi alil
raid obliterated a | atBgl y hemdehendadtoalftfer

negligible redsi sltaasntc eh,e aavnyd ftlhaek chiattyt e r'®f es hac

001 pid.

VYiTami DaviRtteBiodidlceand Red@hBwol Utni A rofwaBrfiatriesh and An
Strategic 4BlIe mBP mignc at9dn : Princeton University Press,
2GrayAmog pbeead Cipp.i eb7.

3 owlenf erpo 208Amo B@Deeyaldi nCg g .i ek8 .

GrayAmogpbeead Cip.i esBgdiCeasewagngd. Riubne$awnor329.
GrayAmogpbeead Cipp.i eE8.

CreBwmdi es ang. R@ilns

WNi al | Flehn&puw ¢ oo, r | d: Hi storfybendger: oPenguiradBooks Ltd
Msee Air TMRns et agtdhGlea Imlano fAi @I 1FHGLcoen dlo9n3: Ar ms and Ar mo
1983), p. 382; and S°nkei NePdulel Ad diThen Adndckemaemy hik.
ed&irestthBeombi ng o(fL oDrdeossnd:e nPi ml i co, 2006), p. 67.
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|l nternal briefings re®@balwetthanRaddi ansnwhemo

Bomber Comnmdhd can do

However & tihmemerdaiiad e pol i tical effect stemr
St at eAss.soikcni atcod rBeseosndent foll owing an Al Il
commander s lidaed iebnebrraatceedt er r or bombing of Ger |
ruthless expedBedodoWToe hdhiss paat Hh t | ®#wi ftly sup
splashed across the front pages I n the Uni
Washington. Caiill yKiMdgrradf c dalhleéechtt hel ybehor ti
because idf fpircovaildepr oof for everyt hd'*hign Goebk
Amer i oMa,s htt ngwamn&d arhat 1 f the All i edwenad in

cannot complain ifdefiiesitdamy si mwditdt ¢ hae'$ Lad t vva f

't was in this atmosphere that Churchil/l
March 1945, asking whether &emmpadry diotri e@shewe
increasing the terrom®®Inhough oundémadt WMerafp
describing the degarsetions ofueDryesaegai msst t
bombdangstri king rever sal from his own Februa
ci t'ffeisr. Chi e$i rMaChdnmatlials,mayed anud geuwt rChgied hi l
withdraw the minute; t kit ee Ove dahe $ t ®docmvieotne id o n
Dresden entirely, and shifted fouaunedod| ahd |

The mor al unease was thus transl ated into ad

®Hast Bomber Cpmma4ané,

WKnapp, O6The Horror and the Glory&s7 p. 19; Biddle, 6\
MTayDoesden 415.

2Bji ddl e, O6Wartime Reactionsd, p. 108.

B8Christopher C. Harmon, 'Are We Beasts?' Churchill ar
BombiNegwport Paper(sNetvipo rDte,c eRtbede | sl and: Naval War Cc
l4Hast Bomber Copmmans,

WConn®kelyghitnhGet a0op. 134T hieRiraheart,d s\i.c t207r5y.
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Gerard De Groot h@msmidedctceb@awveaddChuathempt
hi mself from a morddiyley memprehdédnsitblré adst ieomp h
attitude was more compl &x .deBdidsdil ;en stuogy giessstuse ti
mi nutheoti sparticularly out of char@cdeci déedlby
ambivalent attitude towards BYmMbhrmonthi &ewh
contends that the Dbeespleyngafaflat Heed tt Ceh umicrmu t
hypocri sy tdheamu déiodstiiinotreeir £c r i @ni hneant et Ghbecenmbadi rnwga s
cl ose ad%tSamared s and Grint @evee ehair€hyr thk
smugness of the pr dapowmleant ssodwnarfeial nb ofmba thag €
cities earlier in the war Ahe WwWadbeapbs ? el ¢

this %o far?

By contrast, Max Hastings argues that Ch
wi tihvhat was strategically gdesdi it dnlzlve harmsdi ftf &¢ te
momdsntpr i vatda bmiud gitvhiengener al ¢?bFuorrs eT aoyfl otrh e
Mar ch 1945homiendutae cert ai @ ifrnesetliimcgt ufaolr psoulbiltiim
the cé®®umdasg Britons grew uneasy witH'!Ashat wa
with both schools of thought regardi md publ

Churchillade pe<eipt iyo u nks egwaadrti mg ttha | Brgiyt. ai n

Either Churchill experienced a belated

substance to enemy propaganda about Allied

8Ger ar d J,. IDieb eGr @obhl€rr us adfer Sir QAbLohdbal dH®0s4c.] all ®93) ,
7’Bi ddle, O6Warti me Reactionsdé, p. 115.

8Har mon, ' ArGe pMe BEkast s?

paul Sander s andndt ekrepiltahy Gorfi ntth e ADEBEemy i HanWisckoetdhBr i t i s
Probl ®enf edt i ng Nazi Ger manyA il re stsdosed e BcHoijhqes d\WWee,rr Isd i@ Wa r
15(3) (26i98.), pp. 28

2Hast Bomber Copmmaaas,

RiTayDoesden 434.
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political,amanonesutvirnicntgi ve effort &oishieelndtbo
reputation from the moral conseqguences of a
both interpretations of the episode reiterat
of the moral war: vicgbryuwhbessceafktdchbtvena
hypocrisy and mor al evasi on.MaoAsst Npoebd pel eF rvaenrke
pl eased with Bomber @Gommand durwag vhetwatl &

122

round anddsai ddeirty masm“way to wage war.

Kertesz and other scholars have conclude
with the ;tGedenmanofvi waories bred animosity ar
defeats | ed to &Cgomfstse rsiungg ecsft sa ttthiattu dwhs .| st
in concentration camps |-GkemBal sé@mt smevgape seod
softened by awareness of the scale of the G
powhar Gedt*anyt he conclusion of the war,ceéent w
of al | housing in Germany had been de6troye
mi | lhioon€°’¢$ n maj or cities the rate of destruct
experiencing destruction or damage to more t
suggestindg anmGedrindam?s had be®MobefmobHdemal ess i

suggest around 380,000 GerMEnapwepei Rt 61 edt |

maj or raids alone resulted in nearly 100, 00(
22Nobl e Frankland, 'Some Thoughts HABd, ®Dhly@ndntdébepefr i enc e
Royal Air Force HVvs{oa®bZnpl PpPockROety

2Kertesz, O6The Enemyd, pDeplilz2., oMyrod IGed Imay sCravs Bt i'tTI

ChandglesFaBucChanefsiIGowter nPmé h € Pu bal@pdc ni on' (unpublished Pt
Open University, 2009), p. 283.

2. esl ey CDeopsisc,t i'oTnheof Ger mans in British filmsé6, p. 2
25Julius Ah®tRi gytod i, c BompaingstCa@Gwramamy dunpodl Wehled Wa
masterds thesis, Louisiana State University and Agric
26 pid.

RiKnapp, orror and the GloryBecphmaBGerIaa al so f ¢

6The H
Catastrophe? GertnhAaechl Hedt BoSGiidn@gmeptdéOdam: Amsterdam Un
Press, 2010), p. 11.
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Hamburg in July 1943, 5,600 in Kassel i n Oc
1944, 25,000 in Dresden, 17, 6@®B 000 PforwWhrz i
in Mar ¢?AThle9 4P5f.or zheim raid, which destroyed

what some schol ar & omaev o f@dllol ek tamr net hi cal

Il n academi a, debates over the morality o
ever sincewarMaanyal yesdts questdj aursedd fwhbat henst |
tenable as the conflict mefhredl| i werlkcoacgusd
ursuednbrienag | ong after it had any r@&%3son or
u. S. Naval War Coll ege historian C. C. Har mo

t hat &neeats oan d@sbslt ea nndaarr d&s i mat hy waars but shoul d

once Nazi defleat was certain.

Some scholars have been harsher I n their
controversially l i kened strategic bombi ng
efficiency and dehumanising | odgWhiplasrta lelveelne d

foreword of their book was reticent about el
emanate from schiotarscemtahe. tiwen2906, philo
the deliberate darag¢tt'Hg mefgeeditihatnsim the
a just wiaor alglay net igmihrealAdld neweé @ st hemsel ves
enemies in the moral depths, a fact a¥hich s

Writing his thesis in 2014, John D. Al exanc

2Knapp, O6The Horror and the Gloryo6, p. 4.
2Sanders anldt €rphay oThéehe Dirty Handsod, p. 273, p.

BBasi |l LiHdidsetl drh$eaodtnd Wolk dmddwwar Cassell, 1970), p. 61
BlHar mon, ' ArGe pMe BFasts?

¥2Eric MarkusenThid| Daaust Kapd, Strategic Bdarmeing: Genc
Twenti ethCLlemtady: Westview Press | nc., 1995) .

BGrayhAmogpbeead Cip.i ex74.
B pid., p. 279.
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justifications for deliberately&targatibogibu
failed the tests of B¥ffectiveness and ethics

Against this tide of criticism, several h
Comma@&ndl eaders and the mor al context of thei
that the fact Dresden was | argelyacamaeoftermdee

j us taPfHiee dmai nt ai ned t had p ®n@&bsuite ya wsaisg nniofti caam
administration, industry, and communications
Tayl or highl i gshtaepdp rtohaacth tfhoel IPPAMed a | ongstan
Awnseasonably good weather exactly over the ¢
of thé&ouwdpidathe i nexper e pceeo pd fe t[hveh osiet ypopul a
escaped direct bombi ng] ,6 aapmpatihlei nigocnaelg| Ba& %

prot @cedono the iimense firestorm.

Jeremy Bl ack has contended that to I mpose
tot al war i's to distort wartime necessity,
confronting a un®duel CommoidduPerf &git ag.ay has
arguedhehbottom Iline... was that the Second
and the strategi@:i & ad*Hpeh freenisti érea tpehsp pietd piasi at e

modern constructions &@%Gr ayf mahkee s ot eenxbt @ soef  tt |

¥John D. Al ex a\Vad & Byde :hJDeshtla tcee o vAe eBa Babii mhigs o € tdeersmainn

Worl d War | 1°' (unpublished PhD thesis, Boston Univers
BTayDoespend75.

Bl bid.

¥Tel egraph, 'Bomber Harris wasDaf svadcecull@urbte5 BSept amlwar
2021, https:// www. youtube.com/ watch?v=AvbsuXb26Gg [ ac
¥peter Gray, 'Th&o@leowdd : WAl Reldpype ai sal of the Legit]

Of f ensi v&e rAngadniynss Power 1Be3i d 010), p. 9.
Wl pbid., p. 11.



Bar@dnisd not begin the war i ntending to kildl
@radual O6emsi@mad ae moemt'dl process

Even i f these arguments are accepted tholt
starkly brutal. To defend this rékasadal wgr s ol

ri sks overl ooking the contemporary protest t
existential struggle and@ fluwattelrersmarge,s . p rTdlei
of the campaign records t hatimarhy &rexirodusaren

about the bombing oifng etshatenhe ahd@dd wea 86 @h taenr

and -deeped ignorance of thaé*yeer aheomsalmeprnc
acknowl el pes mbhat apparent it became that in
Bomber Command was, in fact, ai ming at t he

pronounced thea®¥ghosestmpl becsamerat pubwaic un.

invention but an jomnee dtihaate dreoerpaed & erdaadcdt otdme an

intentions became harder to disguise. Such r
wartime consensus, |l ending weight to a persi
t hat chall enged official narratives of neces

The BRC f dax paxmdmpd ei,t s activities over th
in direct relation to td*l nexlp%dnds,i o8 ecafd BoH et t
Chaoendemned the bombpewpd cafmplaiuman asl aught el
materi al a'P8seé rprcediondt ald! 6 héwvtooud ule hotnye daany app e

extreme form odf*loritnhiinsal | ilgunta,cyt he invocat:i

“l'pbid., p. 25, p. 27.

“2Charles Webster, Th&d aNAeIOfitce Agam ik $ & nI8XBIGABWol ume 3:
Victo¢hkgkondon: Her Majestyods Stationery Office, 1961),
¥l bid.

“Overy, 6Constructing Space for Dissent in Ward, p. ¢
YGrayhAmogpbeead Cip.i ek85.

Y| hid., p. 281.
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justification cannot conceal t hat many cont
and civilisational t edmscr | deEmtdicsdinmesp d tyveadg i tvleen
concern with protecting civiliComyenhi war anflc

1977 Additid*hal Protocol s

The cold rationalisation o meyebscli tyi adls
those who carried it out . Many accounts suc
conviction in their mi ssion throughout t he
Some veterans | at ewromcesrenr tatd tOheave woegatya oede

mi nf3hey were buoyed by the belief that the
Ger mansunweerregoi ng the punishmend¥l nheywe[Badug
fageprfesegwiaderonmor al dmoiutbesedverenef v@her an r
trials of the German natdbBastdidgnoti wesrg &t
Mi ni stry report, which®Bekamiered bperdedddyofn
which cetfédeéct h®@f ramomeness from t hedirn att a

facilitating these 8eemingly detached attitu

Yet recent scholarship compl statdtgsothiUS p
crews challengEamothel yas agdswgthcodaovgs ysAr)od & ama n
di stance di minishes the psychological cost
ideological <c¢larity of total war, theé&2 act o
Among the United States (Wramsye Ariagl ecFoplcaecse d btol

contr ol of the payl oads pwar et hfern @ g uiemnteldyi ar a

“'Overy, O6Constructing Space for Dissent in Ward, p. ¢
Ri chdhldar, dest, \pi.c t303rdy.

"WHast Bomber Conpma nid7 8.

Conn®kelg hitnget aop. 162.

BlHast Bomber Conpma nid7 8.

2Heat her P. Venable, 'Living CwietyWsTGKE:l |A nJgo:u rWoa Il do fwa$t
Airpower &, SpaBep2W2B), p. 45.
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suffering acute YPMgadihodlogpbthl céemrsauthacument e
&bl ackbedeout heir targets, unable to release t

after realising their Yatyil o aadsnvheardg esrt o &1 ckf cfi

and mor al di ssonance produced what i s now
experienced whempatnrddtva ,dufadisl to prevent, 0
deeply held moral aPPel iefs and expectations
A similar tension, whilst&pewhapsrimess RAE
Grayl ing o lksneerw efsyl Imoveel | what they were doi
silently ab°€Ccacsal dfy tthough, that silence wa:
t hat whil e Ameri can psychiatrists &Gnceesasi|

reacgtihoen sRAF maintained a punitive ethos t he

ensuring that doubt was suppressed®not only

The ®REBRck of Kok MH) Fp dlriecy, introduced 1in
September 1941, grew from &Ghatvasievihbpabamnali
the possibi-compl oBaBnmassandnwas del i berately
a systeMTbodseawbo rvehfeutsheedr ttohrfduwgh fear, exh.
of neweosistripped of rank and wings in fror

recl as dVafviecitte T8y were marched to Not Yet Di

wher e,.gwmrsndras Il at er drreeatl ¢ ¢ dl,aif kmee cerdiemien aplasr a d
B pid., p. 48.

Bl pbid., p. 49.

»Venable, '"Living with Killingb6, p. 44.

5GrayAmogpbeead Cip.i ex77.

B"Mar k K.CoWerlalgse, andTW&lrl iWad fAirrec r & hBeekcxopnedr iWpilr @ el d iV 1
Frank Cass & C@®7M9.Ltd, 1995), pp. 7

Christopher Kingdon, o6Behind GlLaskdobDoblosal REvbeitar
Di spos abniBf&llriecaypanfe nleur ot ilidd £La&G,e sChildalgo Journal of Hi
(Autumn 2013), p. 15.

¥ pid., p. 23.
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their badges removed, and regarded ¥ Trhoem t he
puni shment was explicitly classed. Officers

flying duti-ebasd9uNCWo aieida gteow tmeednriea | or even

l abour, ma r dv/éodn wihtehi ra ernepd oy ment papers to e
them intetdieviAliiramMilnifstry even sought to pr
hired by ci V1 aviation firms.

For many airmen the fear of this Ilifelong
compelled them to continue flying despite,
nerves. Crucd addegrcitne rsgadcle mal so extended t ¢
fronmrwmriease. I n May 1943 the Halifax wirel e:c

t hat &erwadsirheaasyt hei r t arGgwdr, f IWuwipregdtamild, h wraes
that he felt he wadeb eeb erguérblitedraer sdcbof @e mmidt h
good mind Omwt ulot icmanteel y suppressed his obje
charge. He resolved instead to abandon any p

waove are only mean bastards t @®ing orders f

Such epi sodes i Il uminate how L MF coul d
psychological fragility but also against mor
Leader Maur it%s pRolyotSkienett.he Middle East in

l earning of Bso nsbheirf tCotranraenbde bgtSeiteteit g reefpor t ed |l y
to lead further sorties, appal®@ldsbponhé¢ad

di scovered that his fnaotth efrorh aodp ebreaetni olnaald e Il aei

901 bid.

Wl bhid., p. 24.
162F r a nTchifed ypep .3141 7
83 bid.

¥Kingdon, o6Behind Closed Doorsé6, p. 27.
85 b d.
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refusal. On the very day he was branded witeth
Li nbeOus®T he episode reveals not only the i mn
but also the mor al confl i@®@eopt BBlatn od thled wrod e
depended not only on <courage and solidarit
vulnerability and pathol ogised both consci e

Bri&dgawart-i magseel f

Taken together, the intersecting dynami c:
bureaucratic evasion, and private trauma exX:f
Commd@&nd egacy rests. The twin myt htsheofh elrioti tcl

defiance of the weak and,atrhee broithh tceoomps opnd v eet

very | east heavily complicated, by a campalil
civilians. EQquaht ycanhhbePeaoipked |teldatei ttihe r Brbiy
ent husiastically endorsed such indiscriminat

that disguised the bombing and punished tho:t

tolerance of groups al idkiesttimec tBR@, r efolimene nd a k

wartime political culture, such | enience did
Thus, to celebrate Bomber Command without <co
myth efthoirns mor al cost; to condemn it outric

made victory possible.

Managing the Moral Paradox: From Silence to

The profound contradiction between Bomber Co
chall enge meant t hat its | egacy has remaine

geopolitical shifts. This vul nemalmibleirti yn gh as ¢

186 bi d.
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forgetting, in whi mbaBombeha€ommandconti nual
and political needs of each era. As Broecke
continual adaptation, absorbinYTrtoirs rferparmd waor

hel ps expl ai s alcow dtf lsd dberydSeecceornd Wo r IlbadmbVar h as

wa® moral dissonance. At different moments,

defended, and ultimately assimilated Bomber
foll owing sections trace how t hiasr ecvlolbtwurneg t
fil ms, memori al s, and public debates have
bombi ng @aidp awlgyf r ont i ng i ts mor al ambi guit
convterrosi al in the contemporary age of outrag

From Ambi val ence t B19CoOnsde mnati on: 194

Chur@&®&hishli fting stance on Dresden in March 1
evasi on. Hi s victory speech omitAretdhearnryi sr ef
(once celebrated aGd uahe)wapsweixtce aitdeaf f Broimt &iom
quietly exil ®¥T¥htecs eSgetsh ukfersi caefl ected dipl on
Stas igpovernment cl ainmedsthpatt tbe dHrespienal iast
wor KW€°Té&is narrative effecti vdennyocneandie vtihcet i pres
the Nazis and the aggressordAsf Ctomen ed d oya dbedrst
the new Cold War order required West Ger many

destrcti on.

¥"Hannah BSeoceucrkietri, sati on as Hegemonic Di@cECmamse For mat
Springer, 2022).

¥Knapp, O6The Horror and the Glory6, p. 6.

Mar k Connelly, o6Britain and t Rel édeibmtteh® v®ec RAF Borml
Hi st ori sche2.L2 t(e2rOaltdu)r, p. 15.

1 bi d6i7. pp.

Ml bid., p. Rea.chitOhfet delpl. y,157.
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Oof ficial commemor ation maintained a car
West mi nssemBaAlibey of Britain Chapel acknowl ec
mention of ctATihlei 41® b6Rd m & Bnasntele rt S¥va BB IRd r
(14%) reinforced t'WBg eahebiasaednihmperogemuity
reframed téhe mecraampamwagmgfhdr mi ng the i mage of
indiscriminate destruction into one of disci
result was whael Ehap® gabeéemedmpubl i c honour

on et*hi cs.

The heightening tensions of the nuclear
burning cities acquired new mor al resonance
crisis and the inten&STfhiec artiisoen ooff tthhee O/ nep ani
Di sar mament and tohfeihpigdlbtr hearod taen) ifoe ni dibeel
reframed the bomber war Yawh ibl oet ha uptrheocru r Ndoobr| ea
insi sted Bomber Command had 6no morexlpaotsase t
t hdong c on ekenaolwenddtthrauatlhft he Br i t i shtha do ogndbti na@u tc atn

Ger man @%vilians

That unease soon ®Th@eesesdr udtaivda i 1Rf6B3Pngs

sensationalised the raid and massively infla

Hughes, ' Memorializing RAFKiBognboemé ChHh3nand in the Uni
Si mon P. HBamkenzBey,s po.n 55c.r e®ene TaHBsaom PBau(sltoeldso o k hi | | ,
Evans Brot helrhdgaml Bybsdemrsamd Mi chael Anderson (Associ i
Corporation, 1955).

"Knapp, O6The Horror and the Glory6, p. 5.

"CreBwdies ang. RuU4Bs See al stbadBatatnice:s Blomgdent e@@ammdadmae'
and Fit hretRe membr @ahkiedt, ori1 44 (Winter/ Spring 2020), p. 8.
"Charles Webster dhe SobaeefFrankimndffitadbMestagnynst
the Second Worl d War: United KingdomCMialuidti ar Ma$ear i es,
6Memorialising the Second World War: DEm& mBRd miEenot Comma
Politi-#Moéi ungBienrduunnggd. by Stephanie Herold and Ger hard
arthistoricum. net, 2021), p. 34; Mar k Conéelpl y1l06Brit
"Conn eRelayc,hitnh§et A np . anMat KeBoimber Boy,s po.n 1Sk6r.een
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of Allied Mmbrabelcolnigaptiedi ggmbt ndl oodbath i
hi s ol ysviboppk argued that 135, 006 Hpeso pglleaihesd
amplified by Cold War ,pmadppa arda eaand hpao g thlaar
East German pubhfeanopb9@sSdebachsed his infl.
recast the raid as a capitalist®Faroughi matar
di scredited for f@lfsidgyneg mpwvovdedcreemdmrkamligy
observes drhhiughtboadkie air raid badk ansfor mi e\

Dresden from a military ope'fation into a hum

This sensationalism set t he emotRmlInfal t
Hoch&8obhd(iled@&8)controversi al play that opened
Nati onal Theatre and was ul,tdirnaaseadtliy magagad)
conversations about the bombi ng ewaror arbd mdbdc o
el evating Bi shop Bel |l ¥aAs yietasr rhartaelr & cauurtt e
S| aughtFeir¢théoues®) wused dar k& socawn rqedvasnodreekrper aemh
to catapul't Drweesareyn W.n$.0 d thlet uwaarl mai nstrea
dest rfdteinonDed Bohimm@r 970) , publ i shed i n Londo
researched and wi-glteylye rera@avdeldocruened®dn satary wdc tfed r

RAF, Luftwafvieewmai rctisv,i ldalni berately dissol v

pDavid ThBeisng,uct i o(nL corfd dDr:e sWielnl i am Ki mber, 1963). For
mani pul ated the casual tyihggabestseééetRechhDehivsddor £y a He
' rvingNa@wi #dr k: Basi cliBooks, 2002), pp. 15

CreBwdies angd. Ra#ids

8] pbid. See al slonfWatherDWesdanoer | ber L¢iggen und Legende
(Berlin: Dietz Verlag, 1965).

BlBiddle, OWartime Reactionsd, p. 120.

BMacKeBoimber Boy,s po.n 1S4klr.eeShee a,l sPolSakiee Ro:l fAMHo@Mihtud ar
trans. Robert David MacDonald (London Andre Deutsch,
¥Bjiddle, OWartime Reactionsd, p. 120.
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and v¥Togent her, these works carried the bom

strategy or necessity but as tragedy, <cul pab

The Thame sdoledmremWa roind (alt372War epi t omi sed t 1}
l'ts treatment of st r é\teeargeisd sh o nseir rmdan(y e §3sh)ir aul

episode) presented Dr esdée®lL aausr eanrc &e ndddirernadai fo n

describing nt hteher aaiedcshnascal | anguage ofd the e>»
dri pped with irony, whi haurtyienwg t hessi oyl a
civilian horror: refugees trampled in the fi

itself cons &%ilngsitehoen dllitattienognu st ri al damage we
the rail way opeyaeaiviernall 0OwiO @0k aphedoaplésd ir dvifi éndyt e d
figures ands sseyambeall@trdodr hodirda yasn u é’ihet e@i sobdk
stark montage of ru@ nsuneredalt os ctohree,p rroegirmafrmom

tragi'® tone.

Knapp has claimed that d he hB860sstandhdOs
Kingdom came to a consensu®®dFmpmpoamadyt o ett lee alby
new orthodoxy was devastating, as it seeming
well documented, the moral whiplask°Midrefsaced
Tr iGpih Ei ght h Pals9s6ed9n)g,erwhi ch recounted his re

Dressdemity centre, epitidmesedwtBosmbémnt €ommén

¥Mar k Connelly, o6Britain and the Debate over RAF Bo ml
Bombeerondon: Cape, 1970).
BoNemesis: Ger-Magy L& obdr,atepWasrode 20 (Thames Tel ev
B bid.
B bid.
B bid.
BKnapp, O6The Horror and the Glorydo, p. 33.
WErances HouM hstsGmap elrhee i67. S8e mbhlks o CHapnh ndxS.,
n

¥IMi | es Theei pht h HRdssamger Hei nemann, 1969Th¥eSeeaakdo F
Tal e: British tMiSdeictoaardy WAE énmib Wedgé&: Cambridge Universi
255,
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Frank Musgrove | ater expr@ééssedcai pieieen saf pd
payldadml esslowaéngfoss &% He ebehteved this st
dc¢onditioned by increasingly abggressavengonbe
Dresden raid #¥whethleer altiet elr9&6l0st ruth or symb
refl ecteddasgengghéi bo reconcile personal du

his part, Musgrdorwvaendeditd dpee dhdaddiéXbreece BBr i t ai n.
From Protest to Prestige:-1B86O0kai ming the Nar

By the early 1980s, veterans mounted a conc
Fal kl ands War rekindl eée@ ap@4 rin @edpeneditdre MHam
and the fortieth anniversary of VEY aiyde(r1985
Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Beet ham, the E
decades of criticism not as | egitimate mor al
rhetorical pivot was cruciabG: ttrbebB€EA molsitloir
(ts embroi-bmebt ngndeabataes, I ts postwar di s
continued | ack o)anmedcaolnlsiocl irdeadt cegdnitthieosne el er

di scourse of vesMpanl mandioamesat bename mor a

The wunveiling of t heutSsirdeAr$thu€Cl dHdmenmti s D&
Londioon 1992 was a ©partisctuddaireldy oscecnassiitoinv.e Hanw
debated in the press during its fundraising

Queen Mot her faced vocal protests, wdt h de

¥92Mi | es Thiei pht h Papfel@dér MDs gsdeehtkeaady Bombers: An RA]
Navigator 66B®enspeygti Pen & Sword Aviation, 2005)., p.
MHoughton, O6The fAmissing chapteroé, p. 169.

¥EFrank MDbDsgsdeehrteady Bomiper sBee al sTohddd eg amep, Tah & .
¥Conné&vkedaylake, Ip.! 246; Mark Connelly, O6Britaim pand the
l14Hughes, ' Memorializing RAFKiBogtboemd Cbobhimand in the Un
Hughes, ' Memorializing RAFKiBognboemé Chbhdmnand in the Uni



| abel | iGmags shima¥s8ewu fefrl es broke out, whil st on
statudawhasd wi &%l redapaantacked again soon

defaced s¥Véadralconitmeser sy &derdd avp delda tceoch sBri ietna
saw a war criminal, tDbaidtyhaalied wrlven getdatpuae r
men denied recogniti od,eaced®@AIuontdsagy t Tpeel lallg rsaspe
argued that most people supported the statue
from Ger man uqmuarrtrerng)edwasi ghlighting a comp

and nati8nal pride

This reassertion of RaphSlaerhucedi nhcta sd edle sma rtihl
e@xtraordinaryéevergrowing ent husi as@® for t
Commemor ati odhncbheasmea gl y l i nked wintvio | wiommgno
production of specific svngibesoos$mtaedppsidé
of prayemnr¥Cemmesor ati ve item&oprapgef alangd
coins, tenacity with tea towed®¥Thestmead two tlh
back was fuelled by nati onal -icnrdiussetsr,i asluicshata :

t hdei ct or Oancatrirmggfoicvissala gl ue through @¥®fficult g

Throughout, | obal 1Mmeémeri al s proliferated,

Bomber 9Couitwi ¢ groups, churches, and famil.|

¥"Frances Houghton, 6The fmissing chapterod6, p. 164; I
Bomber Cépmmalnsd.

¥MConn®kelyghitnhGet a0op. 2A;nfleawe, 321.

®Hughes, ' Memorializing RAFKiBognbemé Chbhdmnand in the Uni
WConn®lelaghitnhget aop. 138.

2lConnelly, éBritain and theopDeblaSt.e over RAF Bomber Cc
22Raphael THBaetmueesl ,o0f Memory: Past and( Pogredem:t Venr sCoo,nt2e0m
188.

2BJanet Watson, O0Total War and Total Anniversary: The

Commemoration in Britaindé, in Burudy shoaCkud s uamd JIMelmoe tyt
Second WokdmdWar Bl oomsbury Academic, 2014), p. 176.

204 bi d.

Greta Fedele and others, OPublic History and Cont es:t
| t aPwkdl,i ¢ Histavy(RODEW p. 2.
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acts of r e me rbbortatngeef.f oTh ess ec o mp | é&nie edpoeddn t h e

l obbying, resulting in what Hughesi tlkke mswihaol
triumphalist no#¥®Fenmnt iKmelpy e miutgehnt itanese i ni
RA& invol ve+swamt ciomf post s, hel ped to reframe
context of ongoing military service and sacr

consciousness . iHef stuhgegrees twa st hsadme substance
bomber droewotasembl haeaokoesbeep cl ai ms had | itt]l
early ftiwesntti det poynttheoBatt hat of Britain Me
features not just the iconic Spi®Foirr emma naynd

veterans, this attitudinal shi ft cul minat ed
The Celebration of N@a@Bmbhge GOmiMamor yA

The final push for a nation@|l pmemanry at hdtegnra
remained the claim that veta@amansjluadiceen had
acut e @alsy atnlcée ng age ofmesat vivimeg wiAGhiesamemge
of i mbal ance whashmpfi hieewd wiay d&Gmemanritalcul iamnl
unveiling of the Battle of Britain Monument

Fighter 2ommand.

The campaign for a national memori al , | a
from the media and enterDaiilnyneBaprieadsishdy ali

& r u dtaad es e cfuirtet itrhgge monument that [ Bomber Comm

dend’éHlowever, the road to realising the even
2®Hughes, 'Memorializing RAFKiBogmtboemé Chbmimand in the Uni
7' bid., p. 28.

Knapp, 6The Horror and the Gloryé, p. 29.

2Hughes, 'Memorializing RAFKiBogmtbemdé CobmEnand in the Uni
20 pbid., p. 274; Marx, OMeGmopi aBbsing the Second Wor |l c
2"Mar x, O6Memorialising the Second World Waré, p 35
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The campaign had to over @&onper oophojseecdt i somasl et oa

design, as well as significant fu®@hegfbshatt
cost reached A9.5 million, and eventually re
including businessman and philanthropi st Jo
international devel opment mi et et eRi tbadd A®b
(@l ongside a groundswel | of Yrtomtgabhei onhdef

fumdaddi ti onal medTea,e geisaefead radgd tyt @araahpea iogers,

championed the c&%%Benatoi omal Ifyl oowWemoritn., Syr
everything ©prooum dp ecnosii@osnktrgseacehiclodn el | ot ap

Aside from a A1 million government grant
spent on the memo¥#*HaWwebgerthevgavernmens. | i ke
conceded that while the memorial was pri mar.
d seupport it reténeevdddaegf rooud ipaamrdes odnd seni or
that i1its gener al message of commemorating w

significatnhiBerpoi tsdht6 mudf i ¢

The unveiling of the Bomber Command Memor
of a campaign clasp in 2013 and the | ater es
Centre (I'BCC) in Lincoln in 2018 (whkiecdh a ec

decisive shift i n t&hestpruabtleigci cmeBibdnnbyisnogé ecBaunephaal

22Robin Gi bbThigodnbeetrh eCrosmmand Me mor iTdret HiWwec Wi h | HRemtesnb el
High Ltd., 2012), p. 49.

2BMar x, O6Memorialising the SecolnhdeoWdrelrd Cwamnda,n dp .Me3nbo;r iC
51.

1 bid.

25 pid., p. 48.

26Gi bb andh®drbears,Comma,ndp .Mednb.r i al

2"Mar x, O6Memorialisimg pBpB%e. 3Second Worl d War

28BBC News, OBomeen rUdaiimdled e mdBrByCO ,Newis2 April 2018
https:// www. b-bagélainndckd-MEIMisEBU&k4d [ accesse@hadi dloBember
Holm and Amber Macey, CeBembat e@o S DDPe vEslr May 2024
https:// www. bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5110vzkydOo [acc
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signalled a transition from cautious accepta
of remembrance t hmltow xdremwitsh befy oanadc 4 pitdaantc e a

has characterised remembranceé®of Bomber Comn

The tone of this new era was set I mmedi at
act of commemor ati on, the ceremony became a
Queen and attended by senior me mber s 0of t he
veterans HTdher eneantoirves. features striking nec
of a-neaenvebmomber crew, solemnly gazing upward,
in a flypast first by modern Taox nlagot ja&itrswo .l
Lancaster bomber, whi c h, i n a -onmodniemdt eodf) ppruc
theatre, released not bombs b ¢%Thae ccahsoc acdee odf
prominent sit@i i mi "GreieghtPaoiuBdekisocogohanom Bal

Commd@n df odr enia h ¢ o Biprotr ;a t@Gmanit @$ nr e admf na 6 awa v e

2Knapp, 6The Horror and the Gloryé, p. 5.

20BBC, O6Wnweeein s RAF Boldmear BBoOpenvelss June 2012
https://www. b 86008uUk/ haewsksked 14 November 2025].

2l biFdr an account of the mistiming of the flypast ani
Cl arke, O0And theThReppnesi Félnhlg ioff EdbdlkeoBRABHer Command |
Comment @8y June 2012 htt-perresevarwe lr/upu b loir @d-pedxgppl isoér&20 mme n
f eddhumv e+ loimhcgormmanednor i al [ accessed 14 November 2025].
2?Hughes, 6Memorializing RAF Bomber Command in the Uni



FigBr2e The Opening of the Bof@beenCfaanmdionpnd Men

(June??2012)

A deep sense of vindication was felt by t
their voices provided the human el ement t o t
expressed hlaits antelliosmfy | ast Bomber Command i s
it achieved but also for the Il6i¥*Fes-y®88FIdhe vy

Dennis Wi ltshire, tch eo sme mo raiwali tare e poraegkérotwd & d

after almost 70 years of waiting, PrHaoavitieng
years since its havebdcbomealkt hpoimemolkawphngear
2Mer |l in Fulcher, 6Queen opAnshBombebEocCdompnal &edone al
https:// www. archit ectospeaensmedrmmaredn&f aakchj aetgeaseed 14
2025]

2 BBC, O6Whweeein s RAF BoMerear.iColmimand

2Mi ni stry of Unefetldoser i alQueenBdmb m&EO& o, KA dJune 2012

https:// www. gov. uk fugovvesielmomteinad Imiceommsn/aaqiudeneenn [ accessed 1

November 2025].
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and remembrance ceremonies, with veterans an
and neovtiedsenc e, as Hughes r e rpaorpkusl,a a8%S @imtinei m
Edwards has highlighted how, when dissenting
have been | abé&lHeed i'ndkess etahtiest idoceegpe r ence t o t h
arguing that the unprecedented mass death an
memorials into 6sacr &dikterithes pofpptyhe hoevewlea
Wa r commemorative grammar has since been t
effectively <ghindglrdivreg stifaé doander offensive |

sacred memory.
Mor al Bal ancing as Afterthought?

Prior to the opening o6 Sbabattil2ndhEowel @b i S

particularly cohcseseapdash@tnatmpéaadvats hbedti ng

or winning the war. I#°Hoseakoutctheéipsowkeeew
the cewemmby guously presented algl iinn dBooinnbge r
Gtudiously J[ignoring] the historical debate
Bomber C® mmawcdtdi cs, efficacy and pPoOtbdeis t1

condemned what they saw as aGuarmypioRisc haarrcdh i G o
di smi ssed t linecomamddbindlh s & s arddl uprarryt ooff nmae mor i ¢

di scourages deeper OGwaalnyisnigs tonfatt hiet crosstk eodf sv

2Hughes, 6Memorializing RAF Bomber Command in the Uni
2’sam Edwards, ' Sacred Shrines of the Secular Age: War
and BeyWanrd'andi nMemori als: The Age, oédNaby oRrmamnlmlandb
Kenneth Pear| (Paderborn: Ferdinand Sch°ningh, 2019),
28 pid.66pp. 45

2°David Charter and Tom Coghlan, ¢6BombErmeGomecmamdids 28i r
June 2012 https://www.thet-i maeekbogeéet marwwinimbrenikisn hlb o nb e
cr ebwsnoat edm098x6cz8c [accessed 14 November 2025].
2Dami en Wi | IMoa Wis tFé él10Ointge: Commemor ating RoyalatAaeir Forc
Maoder n BrBd4dtatiIneédf,i éInd Event s: Lands caepde, bcyo nknee mo rRaeteivoers
( Oxoxr dRoutl eggel22016) ,
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across Eur opBer ipteirsche dbaveedd daess mes bi ngbmaer ofhl t be
most Vvile | egaci esa®®oEv etnhes ytmpear thied ti it e mtmemyt
unease. Hi stori an Ri chard Over@esnearivhetdai ned
remembiemietdh honestyddraguitnhge tchaavte attd honour 1

acknowledging the immense suff?ring they inf

This omission al most becarmse naa ydoirp | oHwa tmac
appealed directly to London Mayor Boris John
bombing victi®tserofi mtldr wmerttiiomrs.l ed to a per f
secondar y Olhnissc rnmepnioiroina | al so commemorates th
l i ves i n t1h9%B1o &&Oi ogz ovel cgenstdui € aBiymeetconc i
its belated addition can easily be interpret
act of mor &%Fl tcointoad wninetnegd t he memori attheagain
exclusion of,wéitvhioluitamlviectiings i ts primary f
aircrew sacrifice, especially once we consid
on display at the site. Tellingly,i BemibtcHe sba
famous fun@r akbdtomeutreomossessi on otfhcebhoageal

to ded&®nd it

ZlRi char d Boutrtrvie raolfi aslcso uDeaz g | vy siCG saWaatBuer di 2 h

June 2012 https://www.theguar di a nc.oescimetbcoomeemmarsd r e e/ 2
[ accessed 29th August 2023].

Richard Overy, ' RDPeFs eBoBeBemteoothaeWwnads cd e sGuyadr di 22 June
2012 https:// www.theguar di a.oondoadremaredne mbve fehde/ 2012/ j
honesty [accessed 11th November 2025].

Mar x, O6Memorialising the Second World Waré, p. 38

24 bi d

ZpDaily Express Reporter, 0Bxes(deosnddso nnma,y o2r7 bl uenses e2s0 1nPe r
https:// www. express. cosmakfolf esneok /i 229 ] Ax/cBrseseedel 4 No\

2%Neville Morley, '6Freedom |Is the SureOPatbs@méi ond6: |
At mé an Funer al Or ati,ore:d.AfbtyerDaNiiadoIMe WParigawhard ( Cambr
Press, 2024) , p . 434.
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Bomber Command and the Age of Outrage

The successful canonisation of Bomber Commar
Once the narrat jtvher obuegcha nieh es aGrceteinf iPeadr Kk me mor

uni fied rhetorjamyofmopalli tcirdali qluead eéroswever ni

as sacrilege. The emotional power of the Bom
the 1992 wunveiling of the Harris statue pro
remembr amdea |douwlidvi de the nation. Yet whil e
endured, its form has changed. What ttoho&k sha

early 1990s woul d, by the 2010s, be ampl i fi

arena where indignation became instantaneous

This dynamic was already evident in rea

Memori al . While its aeoweaatues jausltea ltrea tfeod ivte



t F Jumpn

criticism provoked a t agrGuemntdioaiu mmo sdteislcirtiyb.i
memor idarli vansphal i st anddrdggygeredofanravhéanicbe
Petra Rau observed, the intensity of the de
themsel ved |l buryi ofdihe ymef*bdhagedh.ad once been

in editorials and protests was now refracted

By t h-20 0 «, this defensive reflex had be
argues that the memory of &omheare QGdmmaurgch hveh
wing media could contest thewirnegp uvieadw& oafi nBr
militarX®*hpagttl5 Dresden anniversary made th
Wel by sokeowf andt abpenttanaépwdedilsimgoffor
t he &%8&s swe shalChapRe@iteocroemmennt sections erupt
gesture of reconciliation into a digital spe
the algorithmic | ogics of engagement : each

hi erarchy ofi negmodan loinnegoavtetrennG i begacthet hambibr

touchstonse ciunl tBurid awanr s, where piety, patriot
The same pattern resurfaced repeatedly. V
prompted another wave of online f&auChyaptvehil e

Four and Si nes Chha p% gktcwraiyt i ngs on Dresden revea

for mor al*Grmedg godueisteyr.i pt i o @ r adfime@totkee nr dirc ma swi d |

Z’petr aOuRauwNazis: Representations of Fg<diisnmuirrghCont em
Edi nburgh University Press, 2013), p. 41.
2®Greenhalgh, 'The long shadow of the air wardé, p. 50:
®Larisa Brown and St eSagDoy@hniboi,rn g Atr it d b N BRahiiodps Giin  Dr e s d
Mail OnlliheFebruary 2015 https:-Z29wavwd Bllahsaymmidshepm. uk/ n
bombNaglwsWelnbyt alcikzap o ébrgeysrdeeimbhk-e s ef e-RAfea-bhiekl ed

Hitler. ht ml [accessed 17 March 2025].

2BBC News, 'Londondés WW2 Bambaeal/lBiBLe diieasld JIJveemwariyal2 019
https:// www. b-baogélaonndkd ihe3vb3 @i k[ accessed 14 November 20
and Paola Luel mo, ' BW®anbcal idoadmnaenftd RveFmoB &eadeliCaldlesn tt oF un d

Fen©fblandmarek @ gr 2dhJanuary 2019 https:// www.-telegraph
c ommanednotviaald ahl e asdbie n e vfourecht [ accessed 14 November 202
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veteran communi ty, shattered t hd® empashetni
reconstruction of the firestorm was praised
controversy wunfolded within an economy of (o
certainty over nuance, anhde nnoircailt yr ebfel ceacniei orni \

of belonging.

Even establishment conser vamhieieaemswWerled , not
hi storian ,IM@axg Haymp atfglset i ,@ utbd itsthe darame & afssrecs
Dam Busters raid that sought to balance admi
suff@wYengthis measured refl ec& i @xni, dvegr torhaakte e d
war as we <can,gangoati nasprweokbkbdulvd triolic onl
accused hi mddfe dddenrtatgirrmg?’dsaof af aonberwvatiw
writing in a conservative newspaper could f
si mpl ywea-slugthtt debate. Outrage ,éh ardi tsieelmi onfg | bye |
in a digitised moral community. Understandin
of Bomber&dCbmmang, th& fimemoreg of Bhit Siewond

in turn, the future of British identity itse
Conclusion

This chapter has traced the enduring mor al p
narration can both emsadyearidtdry Stetcloen dt M r I
epitomised the ideals of <courage, end@®r ance,

War , yet (thse tet hbdsate bombing of cities a

rangese a deep challenge to that same mytho
“IMax Hastings, ' ExpMyotdfiéney nmtehs®1 DAung Buts t 20 9
https: www. t het ihmae $dxmlsa dhdeaipu sty dsmasx w00d [ accessed

/1
March 2024].
221 pi d.
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t ween bravery and devastation, duty and de
remembered.

The -warstevolution of this | egacy reveal :
nscience, and geopolitics. During the Col
rratives of deterrence and technotogibeal

framed as strategic necessity. By the 1960C¢C
actur e: amid growing nuclear anxieties an
mbi ng campaign was increasd ngde afeimuteualrle
struction. Cultural representations and pu
victory than as a warning about the peri
neat s Bsremafge nof mor al restraint. From t he
|l ture and the politics of G&cemmamoraast iaons yr
tional renewal. The campaign for recognitd.
ansformedgfeeti ngsoof populi st -fmorat «centsa
e Green Park Memori al and the Internation
mber Command até&t bievihgarse | aoidringenni tcaainnoni s ed

ty, their cause sacralised as another pil/l
The argument advanced here is that this s
B&sstar edt rsaatccerdy in the previous <chapter.
creasinglapsbebpemgnboth conservat,Bwenba&md i r
mm&n dne mory has been drawn ever more firml)

nctions as a popular shrine: a site of pil
mplexity is ritualised sraatrlaedn sahaonresolde
wly volatile. The more Bo@bmor £lo mmaemt i Sy ,w
e risk that any <critical reflection wil. b
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That volatility defines the contemporary
circulates through digital media saturated v
confront t hd®® &dmbnbg wnigt iwag ri sk igniting mor al
t hat arena, exploring the means by which sch
Bomber Command is perfor med, dse f reentdveadr, k eadn dp u

sphere.
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ChapFeuTthe Wi s e, Her oi cOQOnlligmeo rRenac tTirass otra Vi

Experience of the Dresden Bombi ng

When Second Worl d War vetB8rCa Br \¢iaktiQrrd toGreerg g2 Oal

mar k Rhiusn dorneedt h birthday, the segment wunf ol d:

nationallSedfedtiupmni ght on the familiar red s
Greggb6s formal attire signalled ceremony as
with visible warmth and deference, l eani ng
punctuated the exchange. Gregg jJjoked about b
of tea and a bundé, teased the hosts about th

before him, and deadpanhnuendd riagbdotuth d ay.r vidivs nde It

dry, mischievous, and precise, inviting the

Figure 4.1: OWhat are you going to do on m)

Gr egQeihst en BBYC Bmr €akfast

'1BBC Breakfast, O6Victor Gregg I|Is 100 Years Ol d. Heds
Hi s ExpeBrBiCermOmees Break®ashttps:// www. bbc.co. uk/ progr amr
2024 .

2l bi d.
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For viewers encountering Gregg for the fi
rather than an introduction to a controver s]|
continuity: a centenarian veter aln eenmtburdayn cneg
Crucially, the BBCb6s framing prioritised Gre
memoirodés title, rather than his*WhtdteudDrasda
was mentioned, the interviewbds narrative ar
conventional military victories, such as th
positioned him within theimegr csiod,dileegi kdliesttar
t he mor al ambiguity that surrounds the bomb
Gregg was presented as a quintessenti al nat i

figure through whlomer amémbyaroacdt eudl

Figure PBr.ex:enlihderedngna: NGowitg aotAieir@ey ebr ati on on

BBC Breakf ast

Louise Minchin: You've written all about this in your book, which | know lots of people will be
familiar with. And it's clear that you have amazing memories. So, for your 100th birthday and we
don't often have people for their 100th birthday... Victor Gregg: [Interrupting] Okay where's my
present? [Laughter] Louise Minchin: Well! I'm glad you mentioned that, just hold on... Dan Walker:
Hold on, I'm going to have to do my best here. Louise Minchin: | was going to ask you what you were
going to do today! Victor Gregg: | don't believe it... | don't believe it! Louise Minchin: Come on Dan!

Dan Walker: [Lifting a massive rectangular cake] It's very heavy! [He places it on the table] Victor
Gregg: What on earth? How am | going to take that home? Dan Walker: Well, you say you were
offered a cup of tea and a bun, and you never got the bun, so we thought we'd actually get you a
cake. Victor Gregg: Is that a real cake? Louise Minchin: Yes! Dan Walker: That's... that's your cake.
It's edible! Victor Gregg: What it's edible? Dan Walker: It's edible. You can eat the whole thing, or
you can share it, there you go. Victor Gregg: [Looking at the cake writing] Who am | going to share it
with then? Dan Walker: [Laughs] Happy 100th birthday victor! well, there's a few obvious
candidates Victor. Victor Gregg: How am | going to cart that about? Have you got a wheelbarrow?
Dan Walker: We've even got plates and knives and things... Victor Gregg: What you mean the three
of us have got to eat that? [Laughter]

Louise Minchin: Oh Victor, it's really, really lovely to see you again. Happy birthday. Victor Gregg:
well, 1 wish everybody well, | wish the world well. It's breaking my heart what is happening. Really is,
after all that struggle and that sacrifice. To see now... we're even in danger of losing our community
as a United Kingdom... No, no. I'm against it all and | think it's... | think it's terrible. It's terrible. It
makes me want to cry to think about it. Thinking that we can go it alone, we can't. But there you are,
that's only an old geezer talking.

Dan Walker: Don't you dare put yourself down, it's lovely to have you on this morning. And it's
wonderful to hear your opinion and to tell some of your stories as well. Victor's book Rifleman has
been reissued to mark his 100th birthday... and he's got a cake as well. Louise Minchin: [Smiling] And
he's got a cake. Dan Walker: It's available [the book] now if you'd like to read his incredible story.
Victor Gregg: If | drop dead... it's because of that! [Points to cake] Dan Walker: [Laughing] Please
don't do that!

3Victor Gregg Rinfdl eRmacnt i $%e ( Riroodng o n : Bl oomsbury Publ i shi
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At first glance, the appearance thus regi
broadcast ritual i n which the ageing veteran
mor al presence. Yet the i ntpeolviiteiwc aMa st ennosti oenn.
conclusion, Gregg moved unprompted from r emi

Obreaking my heartd and warning that Britai

Ki ngdwmén Gregg concluded this passionate in

put

old geezer talkingbé, presenter Dan Wal ker

yourself down, d Wal ker admomi shad, eddepgt

neutralised the political?®>charge of the mome

Wa |

By focusing -daprGe egtgiben sredatfher than the

ker shifted the frame from political deba

Greggbs right to speak, noting itt ewasa gd woyn dnve

critique itself, treating °The eaxclsamge av

thus swiftly cauterised; Wal ker i mmedi ately

confectionery; the Ripfelcamad ntcheen tbe rra rhyd aeyd ictaikoen,

| ar

c omme mo TNeetviewr et hferlaeses., t he exchange alrea

exceed the expected boundaries of veteran

Audience reBBCi Bnaeplperasthnse, when circul

gely reinforced the 8@hegrcaommeednst sr essepcetcitofr

repository of gratitude, with users decl ari

“BBC Breakfast, é6Victor Gregg |Is 100 Years Ol do.

I bi
51 bi

Victoran®hi ekg Rtirfdweshean edi tion: A Frontli
Arnhem t o t he BoLmbnidnogn :o fB I Doroenssdbeunr y, 2019
SBBC Breakyeaaltvwt 61080 ViEaoebGhbEe gQdt obe

d.
d.
ine Life from

) .
r 2019,

https:// www. facebook. com/ bbcbreakfast/videos/ 74281102
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should be affoCdedi atoyal evespwbede-Briexwer s
stance, the tone remained deferential. One
such fortitude and strength of charactfer eve
Anot her wuser argued that O] he] has | ived thr
of a |l ot d, suggesting that his wartime suff
knows what heosl nt atlhiisngc carbtoeuxttd,) . Greggods aut

critique was absorbed as sincere concern rat

However, this relative calm stands in cor
earlier the same year. Il n February 2019, ma

Gregg appeafGeddoMoild Mivabrgd Bde s a@ariinbed the Al Il

explicitly cal'Drnagviintg @ n6 whars cerxipmeerd.ence as
who witnessed the bombing on the ground, h e
| anguage that sharply disrupted the familia
programmagdges pgoeeed far | ess cGonodaiMoarbnieng TRrl

interview dndv dflesaatpuarrecatweer e upl oaded to Youl
sections demapbiee, maderati on tactic bYVften r
Deprived of this out IMat | Onhwhmered att ke mi gs @ao e«

pol a¥i sed.

°l bi d. , comment 4 4, comment 178, comment 26.

O pid., comment 206.

Y9 pbid., comment 161.

2Good Morning Britain, 'Victor Grege¢giabas c7rdi ear Wi tAges

YouTubled3 February 2019, https://www. youtube. com/ watch
Bl bid. See also | TR iNeowms,r 'VFcitWiey dABreSgigiidel® Bg on
Forgotvoemubled February 2019, https://www.youtube. com/ w
December 2025].

YRory Ti ng@ghiel, MedHitTeheeBorn ®e rTe de nder o0 Pr iBg o ftVa BuhdofBeSh o t

i n Dr@®ay nKAF TeendéTh 0 u s Renldisv ensc r reifls chd pee Ta uldo rtrhoer o f
BombiRagds 7AMoflealt sOnl183nEebruary 2019, https-:// www. dai
669926 1p Bir swasehtidt e stemAK i I-tleetdsousands. ht mli [ accessed 1



Figure 4.3: Good MorningGwad ®oir mé n PVOBcH ¢ rai @

THE LATEST / ==
DRESDEN BOMBING: 74 YEARS ON

Victor Gregg believes that the bombing could be considered a war crime

L3Vl GAMBLING ADS TO BE BANNED FROM CHILD-FRIENDLY SITES
//

Here, the | imits of veteran reverence bec
and sympathy were hundreds of hostile interyv
or outright treachery. Many of tahle amoasitmsu pi
emphatic ter ms, often written in block capit

MANY CI VI LI ANS WERE KILLED I N THBOtBOMSBI NC

(@}

guestioned Greggbs <credibility entirely, ca:
fabricating aspects of his stpoorryt r(adyGan aasn yao I

WW2 hero? THdbghsamet fopgpure celebrated mont |

was, in this context, reframed by some c¢comme
national story.

Taken together, these episodes foregroun
address; namely how far veteran authority in
®Good Morning Britain, 'Victor Grege¢iabeas c7rdi lYear Wi tAges
¥Tingle, comment 1, comment 389.

"I'bid., comment 106.
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mme mor ation to mor al critique. Victor Greg
neither unconditional nor politically net
at veterans should represeadti amidngvhat t he

Before Gregg can be understood as a contr
essary to clarify what the Second Worl d
pter begins by examining thebuetasam mpot
tur al figure, one routinely mobilised to
tinuity in moments of wuncertainty. Drawin
Tom Moor ©VHUHD9 i pgnddémi cC vet ersehrosws arhe wf r ¢
ssuring mor al presences whose authority d
, medal s, humi | i ty, and restraint operat

cribed as a ritual economy of remembrance

It i s against this symbolic backdrop that
e Moor e, Gregg emerged as a public figul
henti c, rel atabl e, and morall yy gunaddedt h

written and televised platforms to artic

ation to Dresden. Hi s interventions ther
erpretations, but t he hemotwhomrmdal vancer emnr g
mally sustained.

This challenge moves beyond what Frances
t8vghtiol.e Houghton notes that some Second W
correct the historical record regarding n
store a marginalised narrative. Fnsteads

BFrances HbegVWaetomrranso Tale: British Mj{Cami@ariydddMemoirs
Cambridge University Press, 2019), p. 270.
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wartime conduct i tsel f, chall enging the her
Britainds commemorative culture. I n doing s«
veteran |ife; writing that rasei ctoend onot n@ni

consensus surrounding the memory of the Seco

The remainder of the chapter traces how t
recei ved. It examines Greggb6bs memoirs as act
appearances between 2011 and 2021,aldrealnydien g
foregrounded his combatant i1dentity, softene
from their implications. The chapter then t

comment sections respondi ngAtea a@Grad gggsbes hmay drh

public reconciles its reverence ftorri utnhpeh a'l w ast
narrative, a corpus of 9, 282 p ao miethactoarmamatas c
(202621) .

To account for these dynamics, the chapt
particularly the intergroup sensititThegeeffe
frameworks conceptuali se veteran authority n
and cdepertdent form of | egitimacy. They hel
tolerated when it is per cedwiefdi eads dsoydd v icaomt
when it threatens malge .grloupgds smosreanls es e ldfi gi t
arenas in which the Dboundaries of acceptahb

enforced.

®See Matthew J. Hornsey, Tina Oppes, and Alicia Svens
to I ntergroup andculrmtpreagr dwopr Qrail t, ioBI2SrH&BAR) PagéBdbse@)
M. Marques, VincentPWil Yppeblkeyeansd d@AbgubBdBl ack Sheep
Judgments Towards I ngroup MemberEsuraosp eaa nF uJnocutrinoanl ooff Gor
Psychollo&gy(il688), 1
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Rat her than adjudicating the historical l eqgi
t o il lTuminate t he affective and symbol i c |
contemporary Britain. I n doingnso,s ibtotsh@wsve
and precarious: celebrated when it reassures

in the ongoing struggle over how the nation

His Story is Al Our StordedAutAhoSedond nWoBrrlid

Life

I n 2020, CaptéaginiS$ier tTamsMowarmed, as an init.i
a nationally celkebpttridngdhtemed mMméedmfi s ed Ki n
beydm™Hds journey commenced on 6 April, when,
hundred | aps of his garden with the modest g
bir t?hHliasy.efforts qui &kley ec amhgemt, tome 8p VAIriid ,
programme aired a segment about him, a piece
Hannah -Mohogrreaem The attenti on rapidly &cal ed,
Just Giving page had broken the A1l mil P on ma
One day | ater, the Health Seiknepir gt daddat t o Hi

donations soar &dcompdtet ADG mi-bhpomoabl ohunér

®Hazel Shearing, 6Captain Tom Moor eBBGoWwewdeAWai | Vetwle
https:// www. b-b238636K/ hawsksked 8 May 2025].

22For an overview of the events surrounding Captain To
Ti meline of the Veterands LiBfrac%inred d3 HNeeJveRmau asreyd 2Mi 21 i o

https:// www. bracknel |l news . c-0 o-ink mavkauvpeedrnadriesr cae-asle/d1 90589 9

mi | l-nlosn/s [ accessed 8 May 2025].
25ofia Lotto Persio, 6World War Il Veteran Captain To
Million fi®r FCOWIt D iFne bW®RBrOk éAppgd,| 2020

https:// www. forbes. com/sitwsitsvotfcadpt dimopeesiebl 202868/ 04
100nihr t-dhfdtaggi 4 bm d #Hf iewovlidr dnaver ker s/ [ accessed 8 May 20
ZDepartment of Health and Social Care and The Rt Hon
Statement on Coelr%)n:avil5 uSOVidWRIORR AL i | 2020

https:// www. gov. uk/ g-a w®80 cdnednetc/r septtessertcyemenrrttoenalotivhi d s
19i15-ap2i0l20 [accessed 8 May 2025].



t | dumc c

Captain Tom then vowed to continue wal king,

fasci®hation.

Accol ades and honours quickly foll owed.
celebrated@b®olmutdes daedy echadnati ons $LByged past |
Captain Tom had virtually openedcC@vVvidi®w Ni g
treat ment centre) in his native Yorkstire, m
Hi s nationwide cultur al I mpact was confir med
top the UK singl es Orofiud r tNse vweir tgiVapgekrr féahranmged oanl «
singer M#FOhaéeheB&8Dth, to mark his 100th birt
aBattl e &fl yPraist aiorver his home (involving a
received over 150, 00@i dieTthedaycogndsi 6nemcw
May, with Captain Tom receiving a gold Bl ue

City of London on the 12t h.

In Jul &, cdooreée buti ons were formally recog
at Windsor Castl e; a moment, dashédsahMa€Coh

Downing Street rec@iexedpbiveyi Mnd@ddde tpaei 6w d tiiooans i

#Sky News, 6Coronavirus: Veteran, 99, Raises Al2m for
Peopl e PloynaNeldd Apr il 2020 https: ieneswIamb lergaicoend st or vy
p-a1 873

i
9 nf enrhts& e ev@ | kw hni-gl eeo-d b B 802 [accessed 8 May 2025].
®Aurora Bosotti, OPrince William RevealBx pHuegses .Dcoon. autki o
16 April 2020 https:// www. exphi ¢$scavwsdr oh/amawsbryoyal / 12
dona€aptleifiho o-NEIS und+ at et [ accessed 8 May 2025].

%Z0e Drewett, oO6Captain Tom Opens New NightMengalle Hosp
April 2020 https: / / mettoroop.ecneswi igh 2-0 & § jor Datli ARRI710/ §cBadpl0a i n
12588823/ [accessed 8 May 2025].

2Laura Snapes, OCaptain Tom Moore BeGomedi Dhdapti Arti
2020 https:// www.theguar ditaormocodre/croonkid®eis® i@2tadlepr / 24/ c a
nea-si ngle [accessed 8 May 2025].

2] TV News, ORAF Flypast to Honour TWa Nte&ien APoml M@@®rR&® o
https:// www. itv0i®ddd/ «diygp/ldaeoringd @ mt! @M@ o-0 @ 0 Btihr t hday
[accessed 8 May 2025].

®See BBC News, c’)Captaln Tom Mo oBrBeC Ryeecviesi M2y HO2@ Bl ue
https:// www. b-b o g ébaenddsk ¢hoeeriwzsf 1Ik3 09 [ accessed 8 May 2025
6Coronavirus: Captain Tom Moor e BABVG rNeell2 FMagedd®™@m20f t h
https:// www. b-b o g ébaenddsk dhoeerSws8 W'k255 [ accessed 8 May 2025
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pandemi ®Mbioger estsaibatqmeés ated the parallel
War and the ®@QetempapVvingud oc mtiag idd ca sh ias vieitte r famr
and c@Wmtamgyes of his $§tegi mdet abemadeael wafjkeam

stodpeded present crisis with cherished wart

nati awamdaeg dogs [ €] resolute in a c¢crisis, and
o dds

Thus, what&méddguMeose potent was not just
As Wade et al. argue, his age, regional 1iden

mul tivalent @&%HE olie cdemeobameidalpdhwh asnd hploys isd
effort and visible frailty conveyed % qui et
Moo e br-kwem body stood indetiamuketygntarcds tvi wim
practiced byg§ared ehbirs tsyi mplhd ebtuets e xdranrpd aea ays ielf
embody a gové@rnil mat ih@®Humlesn opgael riftoyr mance drew o
codes o wWarnttiamew past while aligning with a
met aphors (with goweagaedveattsh eprvomiussi)n g otfof er i

resonant display o collective perseverance.

Il n turn, media coverage di d nmeéedeealttie,l vy dc

transforming his effort itwetaersarmrriade rsteidt yn,a

his fundraising for the NHS (itself an inst
% .isa McCormick, 6Marking Time in Lockdown: Heroizati
CoronavirusamPandami déurnal ,0f Cp2l02303)5.I Sociology

M pid., p. 336.

21 bi d.

3¥Matthew Wade, Nicholas Hookway, Kevin Filo, and Cath
Captain Tom MooreddomWalak fodr Pthhéd aNHBTFOPY( 20242 Marpgetil
http://doi.org/10.1002/ nvsm. 1747.

%1 bi d.

B pid., p. 4.

¥See Andreas Mesatlifrfgo OFiawoddmdi ¢ Responses: Ironical,

and Competition Metaph-@a®sPantMemapBGont ax87 8fpmB.O0ULED) ,
761 87 .
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terms) helped anchor the uncertaintied¥ of | ¢
This affective resonance drew upon-rblbgdeusd
symbol of Britihahi onadcapadaruiody biandi ng t he
cr i®Aiss Kettell and Kerr argue, the pdoniyse of

Gr adfl political symbo¥Tegetdhuern ngMddhree Baredk i tth

the ingredients for a tantalising narrative
throughout the year, turning individual effo

Moore was | ater named GQ6s Ol nspiration
was honoured in the capi®Tahrosu ghre wa Yeriamplse Ea @t
Moore raised over A32 million and became, fo
resdé'hgseone tribute put it, the O6stoic, warm

hel ped people through 0%Thveo rncaer,r atoicvked oswmnr raonuc
Tom was neatly summarised by the publisher

book's Dblurb the idea that his |Iife story m
Britons. TheCapbainsh®irr ndbdmmdMoore's story is
story is that of our parents and our grandpas

in Bffitain.

%’See Roberta Bivins and Mathew Thomson, O6Anniversary
Modern Bri,t i3s6h 1Hi(s2t0o2r5y) https://doi . org/ 10.21093/tcbh/
B pid., p. 13.

®See Steve Kettell and Peter Kerr, OTBheikdePiotli Regl i&gi

Socj e?2®. 2p R2BQ2RA.) ,
Y“See GQ, 6GQ Men Of The Year Awards 2020 WiBirnietrissh Fr o
GQ 26 November 2-haQaht hpscoH!/ wivdvem @B @ 0 en/naerrtsi d laec/ces s e d

ay 20257 ., nd I TV News, o6London ILT\YhNe Bhbawn Paryys 20 2
https://www ||’tv&01ddmlhrd@\/hstepv@-¢§|-b-ﬁtg-@#ZeDQO [accessed 4 Ji
20247 .

“BBC News, o6Captain Tomdés NHBBEppNeewbs Malyo 22 03t Near |l y
https:// www. b-bag thaenddsk ¢dHoes¥inizs! &1 56 [ accessed 8 May 2025
2?Rachel Obordo and Guardian Readers, O0iThe Best of Hu
Mo orGuda,r di anFebruary 2021, https:// www.dt ehrergaueattedrisan. c o |

ssed 4 July 2024].

t ri kcuwtpdssatironmo or e [ acce
'l (BendoGooMi Dhgel Joseph, 2020).

“BTom MdAdome, r ow Wi
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It i s interesting to consider then, what
personal, cul tural, and historical aut hor ity
would the medi a, and the publ i cyetreraacnt wiot he
di stinctive, familiar a&«da@aesrst ,r oion i, c aatnidv ea no f«

straightforward demeanour who used their pub
war and its glorificaitdtoor® Gpne gthriasy acl o nitne xtth, e

2011 to 2021 presents a compelling case stud

Gregg was a British veteran who served i
experiencing firsthand the horrors of combai
North Africa. Known for his forthricgohntf Isitcatn,c
he was not merely a witness to history but
Tom, Gregg only emerged as a public figure i
attention surrounding theRiddlelmamétnido nlkoirdofe t h i

advocate for a more honest ehgagement with t

I n both the memoir and subsequent intervi
meant to fight: the chaos of explosions and

and the piercing screams of thBewauRdmo, WRieé¢

the Allies blocked the retreat of the Italia
was covered in smoke from the burning tanks
dying. .. Mi xed wi tihngalslcrtehanss woefr et hteh ep otoerr rs d

steel *Corfefgignsaddmi tt ed G mati t wish thoeaokbi dédéddhles d

mentality, he felt | i“6iHe o@mliyet iimd&he se avead tfi

“Victor Gregg Rinfdl eRfmecdinnt®Xfrieooundd,on: Bl oomsbury Publ i shil
%l bi d.34 pp. 5

' nternational B o nibnetre rG/oi nenma nwdi, t GleB\EiCcetDa rgi Grad g Ar c hi v e,
https://ibccdigitalarchive.lincoln.ac.uk/ omeka/coll ec



awas when we was in Italy and you're going a
then you go through these villages and | itt

they're throwing flowers and tha®t%f ' re offerin

This staunch modesty, despite taking par
member of the Rifle Brigade and | ater as a p
as a spy in the postwar period, cemtb,i nweodr kmirnc
class roots and wundeniabl e wit, di stingui sh
refl ections challenged conventional narrati v

of dgolbedamot through abstr asomniiog, (@kiald@sne gh icc
detached commentary) but through experienti a
of Vietnam vet éroad@e yoeecntooiurnst,s sduecrhi ve aut hority
t o e®¥ eMatnyy. Vi etnam veterans described t hei
incomprehensible to outsiders, wWig ht ronmee hencsa
he was oobhandhfe ¥ @& e lkahoorw t hiatk n oywo G&Mdpotnk i s gnt i me
was | ater satirised by &Howt mamymaiiemnaaimn vieh &

to screw in a |ldagknholvylap Btutfeviee woul dn

A similar sense of disloca®kGioefherdtsbonsan:
especially in drawing attention to the mecha
Recounting his experience at E I Al amei n, he
@Behind tfhiepa@uwwedetrys wpoaentbadessamdybehiatd t hen

The battlefield, as he recalled it, was an i

Ml bid.

¥John AVeWeodan NatrhGCatil ees i akedvlemaraynd dMaeens, OH: Ohi o
University Press, 2016), p. 3.

®l bid. See al The®ladued s dHyTeelse,: Bear(iNegv Wiotrrkess t o Mod
Penguin Pr els3s, 1997), pp.

pPhil ReId®y, o NenwnYor k: Penguin, 2014), p. 170.

"Gregg anRli fSltemaurd:, ApFr®@dtl ine Life
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(attacking forl orndyaum@mmiclhle) owe m@Tmete kil tbfd ha
he noted, felt detached and distant. Asked &
Hi st owlyatHiitt felt | ike t ¢ okuiddlowatr guaboutangte
because at that Gset asgd Idf ftilvee loat tsli xd thiuenwlr leyd

get a sense of FRiel Iliomdgk i mego ddietahret ibll oykoeu

Hi s account reflects what &d&phamt @t damannt i t

psychol ogi cal tension between the combatant
suspended context of battl e, and the veterar
the | enwarofs poisal nor ms® é&md emamrfalusr eefnljeocyteido

happ@®regg wddedkept us firing was that the

on the other foot, and, in the past, it too
to kill a8rnbehiks | lieght, his narrative not ol
modern warfare but al so reveals the | ayere
retroactively imposed on actions once driven

That postwar mor al l ens did not | ead Gr ec¢
deepened his belief that some war s, despite
combat emphasise its violence,gdaehlbwmwannsiasttie

the war against f ds ciadid hhaadv et os ebeen bfudhuagt mti:iny d
view we must keep our guaGd daopopsbDmeii mmemepah

to us@® force.

2 bi d.

BHistoMy Hifeg and -World War20Mwlo, https:// aewaerss. hi st ol
two/vi de-delonywalr wo [accessed 4 July 2024].

“Azharul Islam and others, O0Aut obi-Stgu dipehs cRy s tMemetriyc o
Memory ,Stluddi2es(2021), p. 223.

%Gregg ando0oStilpou@ds.

| bid., p. 260.
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|l ndeed, whilst his discussions often emph
and the moral complexities @mwaone ewih dbralloveesriei
me to visit thsuGlegmali mpf efr Om@dtoawrt he massac
by the Waffen SS on 10 June 1944] and to as
power that a®b°Foows Gruecghg ,t hrientgrsospecti ve refl e
mor al equivalence but for mor al vigilance:

renounce resistance, but to understand its ¢

't is precisel yw tthriasgilre Inikeel@rsisy d tyd gt i heatt ir omma
Dresdenpeastochi ng for bot h .t hRinfrleésaesanr wélelr a d
subsequentDrpeusbd einc:a A oBtuarvgirnvdornumer ous i nterv
frame the bombing as a strategic operation
predominantly cPdherenwaGoe ggadvamercehe men W
ordered this terr @°%Ilne ceovnetnrta stto thoe ecaarririieerd coaul
was reluctantly accepted within a broader et
a categorical ruptur e: a moment when Britis

boundariesoidefpemgorted t

Gre@mgper sonal experience in February 1914
judgment . On the eve of the bombing, he was
execution for sabotage having destroyed mac
consaed itpd wor ®¥Thae fi POW wave of Allied bombs
February 1945 inadvertently saved his |ife L

he wddtle:om inside the building [the prisone

SI'bi d.

VictorDGeed@gn: A Survivo(bsnSbory BlPemsbary Reader,
| pid., p. 41.

© bhbid., p. 3.
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filling the night sky with blinding | ight,
dripping the burning phos @®hReaailsi soanttioo rnt, hdea vent er
ove were trapped in a cage that sit°Oodeevbey

prison was hit manys offr itéhredn, Hd rmrcy ,u dwenrge Gkielglg

which housed them coll apsed.
Knocked unconscious by the blast, Gregg e
city in flames. His narrative, marked by viyv

i nstditnche problem was where we &Heulahdga: swa
group of prisoners made their way through t
firewall s, and navigating stWeejast haortadf
our sel veish et o gdaasi dirdd,t here wa¥%Asafiet moveadnumb
Dresden, his sense of time and geography col
city centre had becomde am deeldi eunp,§hsah aotipegdire ef d et

a single railway |line hidde&¥% from view down

Hi s description of the nightmarish ,surrea

the phosphorus flares i,jluxmiapatsiedg wtihd dedetr
of peop&lowleyngucked into the vortexé | ifted
smoke a&a¥W&rdmgaccount (whilst haunting) s
embl emati c: it echoes the sensory and emoti c
such as that of Ludwig Faupel, a Hamburg fir
byr oaring, Ghlmede ngurhreilng debris fell from the
511 bi d5i6. pp.

2] bid., p. 6.

8| bid. p. 9.

] bid. p. 10.

| bid. p. 11.

%] bid. p. 18.
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people coll apsed from exhaustion, over come
Gcreaming widhi keaiGragg, pkianpel evokes not
of aeri al bombardment but also a compl ete un
descent into chaos in which survival I tself

Nevertheless, in the moment Gregg did not
he joined makeshift rescue efforts, helping

though these attempts were oftentovepwhetlt med
and hurl debris. While he d&dreyi wteearetduy doke f eon
of fered no such cl emenitlyetonltyheraashmntfeanr sk o
in the public eye imlkatt ot hey rndwermpeapdien sal Imu
to order ®&uLohtbei m®$es dehned ptoos e d OMalse t dpu es ttihe
greatest wé&Whdédisme hef odlfle? s no definitive an

Gregg repeatedl ¢ voaahld eedv etnh é abboed®Biidndg i t a

This | anguage places him in stark contras
veterans. Un |&@Dkear JB°rraghdFach edles cthidbd t héeehomb
mass kil ling G&onfo sur btfawne rertteysd elretnursy hi st ori cal
short of such $tServker mbr &Gler mandihdtss.ori ans h

Friedrich for-cedvardi mara aviiovtei mhat echoes

L. Faupel, ty
1943 ondon: Vik
8Gr ePges depipd2 . 4
©| pi,d p. 41.

"SeRBC NewsWW2 Veteran: Dr eBBIGnNeBbsnbFalgsudEyi 2059,

LiBr iFp tq uaod ceau n th,n Krel Hide2Vdacswea,t i on of Ham

pe
i 6h7g , 2007) , pp. 19

https:// www. bbed.72d.1UB/6Nn d wmx/caw/seld 4 July 2024]. The ac
WW2 Veteran saysWDraeMaCeinmdodbi agd FIl orence Snead, OfN
What | Sawo0 Says Warn¥wtle3r &re bViucatroyr 2®r2edgg bt tps: / /i nev
78 nni v-bomb-a pgaicdg roesgegc wodwad3 97645 [accessed 4 July 202
Gregg stated: ATo stoop as |l ow as we . haww tressrdep it
killing women and children, because thatoés what it an
"Jorg FimMihedmMiaRambi ng of OGO AMmatnryagnsl.94by Al lison Brown
Col umbia University Press, 2007), p. 483.
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dr aws probl ematic mor al equi val enci es bet we
Hol ocaust . -Bsc kvmann nB ematae s , hi storians such &

di ssociated thensedppepsodatom rFejiedtriimdgr bot h F

and his emotionally <charged | anguage as i ni
ethically coheren account of the air war.
More commonl vy, scholars now acknowl edge
while insisting on fundament al di stinctions
Comer warn against framing Al Il i ed naocttiinogn st haast

such comparisons risk minimising tmHdhewyi que
contend that while both groups suffered, m ¢
di fferent objectives and historical cont ext ¢
t hey emphasi s &,0uAlhlti ead daeisrpcerreatse battl e for

skies whilst often regrettidf the consequenc

This emphasis on intent, regret, and the
resonates with how many veterans themsel ves
whose testimonies were archived by theéeehnter
described the raid as a sourcedbé dndéadedv e
that always came up to delegitimise their ef

seen@esnod@aicdal because they believed it, but

?For detailed scholarl xeartietrieqgu ey pafoamide dreiec D@ s t wmiad i
Kriegsgesellschaft und LufifMknied:i i Bdl e sTchhnel 8Adl d )i yendd © E
Air War and Urban Memory. The L(e@afcor ib:f Gxfraartde gurci Bermn
2011); and ,MaEitneg eTbhriaenChetn i ns Ged?2chtni s. Hamburgs Ged
bi s (2NMWOrBi c h: DIl |l i ngounad ®&Giascuzsi @0 0019B aasl Iv othh rBeeen dpae r s
Beckm@amman Hi st Beoimdbn st gamd gdemaneCi e(dhms tre Mha m:
Amsterdam Univer silti2y 0 Pr es s, 2015) , pp. 23

“Mi chael Schwartz and Debra R. Comer, 6Comparative Vi
War: Claims of MouwamhaEqaf vHMIAEhE @ P PRAEC h.i c s

“l'bid., p. 93.
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inter pPWittahiimont hi s &c aurstee xaf, tGreegtger m genoci ¢

academic consensus and dominant veteran narrtr

However® @onedg should not be di smissed a
Frances &GHowogrhdso,n whi |l st she acceptdsott diraito B®lcy
vul nerable to charg®&s ehehatssori mpl ouersel hab
thdthe embell i shments, the factual di screpan
which naturally occur wirbliomtelhe. naraati pesgc
them a fascinating andt hre cehx pseoruirecnec eo fo fe vwadre 1

remembered t hr ougsholuitd®at ifroer mer sol di er

This interpretive sensitivity to the exp
echoed by or al historians such as Lynn Abr an
that testimony is shaped as much Dbcyr ipbreess eonrta |

hi st dirhye apser f or manger @if ng@ a&tpteercthi amactnot onl vy
how it is perfo?merdt dlolri ame aanuvabi ietnec esont ead st
not just what people did, but what they want
what they nodflmnhitmk st végwdi testi mony becomes

negotiation through which the speaker retr

Similarly Houghton, drawing on Laura Marcus,
not intéehaliratcumacty/ buobgir agwhieiadt Mart eing i denf
a sincede atntdemptt and self and exped.Pemice, ar

“James Greenhalgh, 6The Long Shadow of the Air War: C
the Oral Testimonies of Bo nmboenrt eChopnommaanrdy ,VRA Eetrlasnis 2 B dicee
p p4d.7151 4 .

“HoughTthoée t er ans@p. Tal g and p. 53.

“"Lynn ADr ams Hiheset(plroyndon: Routl edge, 2010), p. 130.

Al essandro Portelli, oOWhaTh®aakle sHiGrtaolreyH.i Rsdtaodreagro e if tf e P
and Alistair Thomson (London: Routl edge, 1998), p. 67
“Laura MWMatousBjographThaly, DiCsé¢duiu@chMaseng h egtacrt:i cManchest e
University Press, 1994), p. 3, <cited in Houghton, p.
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perspective, Houghton suggests, allows such

di screpancies ari se.

Gre@gmost i ncendiary <c¢l ai ms, t hen, shoul
di scipline, but a calculated narrative perfoc
authority within a contested field ef rmamdory
as complicity. Rather than reassuring the |1
emotional intensity to invert the mor al hier
the statesman or hi stadi grudganent hel cGnhthi &
indictment of Dresden is not historical di st

memoir channel s whsttp &H onuf guhl tbroesamoct aivobrisse t dares c ar

whom writidngaofhgfed apportunity 6o ventil at
This helps us understand why, when di scus
the | anguage of tragic necessity. He insiste

of the very values Britain clammeg aactgphlaasl c
noting that veterfaemge mymii c@dldipg nin eetntadiirs er e
with prevailing na%Yeatt itvheesy odl snoatii doenmad if fvyi ritm
the veteran is highly politically motivated
without being influenced by the ongd®inng cul f
this | i®ghpostGwaggpol i tical trajectory is tel
Germaanr t i me industrialists such as Alfried K

joined the British Communist Party®Hasd car

|l ifetime experiences instilled a pratcepd sc
8 pbid., p. 36.

81 sl am et al., p. 219.

] pid., p. 235.

8See Vi ctamRli Gk e wrlau ck,r, Spy:( Lo nSduornv:i vBolrodesmsTaurey, 2016
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that any one Qgeesrpean aild yi nwfheelnl iplolwer i s wi el de

a deep ndilsd rautsdat erhents of thod%e who hold the

However, while Gregg remained u&mfwamtcihme g
| eadership, he consistently stopped short of
This distinction reflects a nuanced mor al p

LaPiere term a st@pabeégicc amdniaghéeemetiad aomnfe ga rvde !

navigate between t-w@ntrhi pgreirnatl e sreagaer @f asrd

society values thé&ir service (public regard)

Gremgtesti mony complicates this binary fr
the Allied cause while describing tahne eDiwreenstd e
so morally aberrant that it destabilised the

suggests a fractured yet durable form of pri

-

ejecting particul atestéaises abefexmmmealat 8thdat

aircrews while condéemn panigledrviso stei v htoo i maiuretda i |
fell ow servicemen and protect the symbolic i
indictment of the political and military hie

Still such <careful cal i bration, denounci

honour of ordinary ser \® cveineews,, niahyo uegkhp |parionv on
broadly admissible within commemorative cul
@hould hadofeorbeaent hsordatsi ng t he Dresden raid,

fringe provocation but as a morally %Asrious

84Gr egnmt r pRA,R1 X | ,enma.n 194.

%Mol lie A. Ruben and Teagan LaPiere, 6Social Identity
Vet erHems &,h Psyc,holllog3p qRBEGR03)t,
%Von Al exander Menden, OFeuersturm in Dresden: " Was i

S¢ddeut schel 4Z éFietburugary 2015, https: / FHwiwmwe ssaesrd
s athamti hu-msychogpamélem2348026 [accessed 9 May 2
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t hSe, ddeut s cohbes eZdevietdw,imgt every Ger man comment at
as revisionism sounds di&Gf eoenth, comi ng frnrodm
Cockneyi®” Racket, it was hithe rfeowugrhd talgati nmat ttd
the beginning of the Second World War to the
in the I talian campaign and as a parachuti s
battl e. SecondBryi,t chne whaos et xhpeeroinelnyced t he bom

it O8I f

Il n Brit&i neyeGridggngess account became a re

me mory. His testimony <circulated widely in
reconciliation events with S@rrempeg dceasariiese da
encounters as <cathartic, providing s%Bme reli

t he ti meo meuntdurende dyre a2Hilshtlodcyal Hedr hd animm s t

famous &¥ et er an

Yet whil st Gregg urkdhownt €dlIlgyw rkeec agme sa i wenls
l'imits of that recognition. Did his status a

di scourse? Or wastangeitiisng alreddidr sfhriggmhalgi | e

8 pbid., Translation of: 6Wenn das, was jedem deutsche
werde, aus dem Mund von Victor Gregg anAdkezresntk:l iBEwrgstt,e nd
kampfte er von Begi bnsdesmZEaidtee ygeWelnt IdriieedNazi s. Er v
EIAl amein, beim |Italienfeldzug und als Fallschirmspri:H
fielen im Kampf. Zweitens war er derdeeri ntiagdet Bsre ltbes t o
erl ebte. 6

8| bi d.

¥See Amie Gordon, O6British andAfGeerrmalrh eWwiFloQweHitEoeans M
July 2016 https://www36820% &8I il sitek /ey baattsbrattd i c | e

y e afrosu-g A tBadtédE{Akamei n. ht ml [ accessed Cutd tnldryf €r02od:] ., and
Survivin@HiDgstesrdye nHi t, 2018) httpof/hiecatesrs gidviestgemy hi t
[accessed 5 July 2024]. Th |l atter shows Gregg meetin

e
“Mi ke Ridley, 06Second World War AVeeer 8orviLoDngFRAE&I Fy¥
of Dresden Th@un Ki4l IFedbru@0 s &,020, https:/ /wewwertehresun.
100irebamkeisden/ [accessed 5 July 2024].

91Hi
htt
202

story Hit, oO6Victor Gregg: BriHiastndrsy2MHdlistt, Famous Wa
ps:// access. hi gtr eigrgh-$md docto mévee-y d £ @ si&la0isdc t[oaaccessed 5
41 .
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made his critique palatable to &G warbtliime sda@
i mage? I n what contexts, and under what cond

ignored? These questions prompt a cl oser an

interventions, particularly in online media
di sagreement with his arguments, or were the
editorialised, and posihtei oneesdt foofr tphueb |cihca pctoer

guestions directly, tracing & hteedtipholyyeadr @

news platforms and digital commentary.
Medi a Cover age,200f120\2ilct or Gr egg

Bet ween 2011 and &2 0eXlp,erVientcers @maeggi nsi ght s
attention from major newspapers and media o
bombings and a Second World War veteran was
soci al medi 6r pogtson®hstently appeared in Ul
examplosmmigdhe hi s BBC appear anlcVe shemves GvGiod df e at
Mor ni ngt &8lreviasinon show in 2015, izGlab, y2CbAl e
around a few key <catalysts; primarily his
anniversaries (such as Remembrance Days, the
as his 100th birthday),| wofl 8t shewal spi prod

Guar &iAdnt oget her , this prompted a wide vari

2For Victor Greggds televised appearances, see | TV Ne
Dresden Remembel&Ud NOW¥eBebr Oandby 2015 hbGORSLA/ www. i tv
wa-a|l mas h a-odb d i-bnrgi -tl i 8 $rdeemme mb/ By eeabrns; Good Morning Britain,

Day: Two Veterans Tell ThebW¥ouYVablg0 DNofvfeemmbeenrt 2Aclcount s
https:// www. youtube. com/ watch?v=Cwb6_6_s9CyU; Hel en Ke
Li cence FekEex Braecsks .&csdd.duke 2019 https: / frewww.oé XldB3dsid 4d d . T
GooMor nBmigd & it eBrBa&lni c € eReiedvros gSauns aRendad dweaot ch; Good Mor ni ng
Britain, O6Victor Gregg DescriHhemd Wi4t weas Gunigflebioesden B
February 2019 https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=8vNT701
Describes the HYouTBQukEe3d7 F ebeaairasr yOmR2é,2 0

https://www. youtube. com/ watch?v=f7bPRMoYuzl [all acce
commentary, see Victor Gregg, OWhether by Drone or by



experiences and insights. As will be shown,

upon as part of broader agendas.

Il n the first wave of attenti &n agicwamttso WE
prominentltynDdhehyuEnrgdge esdhe vi vi ha8TDeepidene wa
published to coincide with the 65th anniver
promoti on f orl nhdiesp emedreon g u b ITih €hiefdl ,eamame\eir esw oa fi
the riveting and oft emn warotcikmen §*elxhpre ruiresanicesfs .
highlighted his vivid descriptions of the bo

Dresden, emphasising the personal trauma and

However, critical Rméd wansa @ mg a gkexapbraetsiisivet &
for exampl e, whil séa pnegeetimgighe wotlk ahe
firedtcocomstituted an alsribkdogek rextthrearctt Ham ma
reviewi s was a substantial feature of its p
introducé tthembeok revolsviexgpearioumncd sGrdeugg ng
bombing as a POWA34 Acodepdendént | y tee daamtee nti t d

guesti @&n a@rceoquon't .

Thlendepenrdamwthi | e f eat dWNead etstdadsyb dBBmiodkh n whis
typically included concise reviiewshos hnghhhn
article also mentions the book alongside a p

of partnership or commExpiatdhderpeandsmiotSidmil I\

Guardi 28 March 2013 https://www.theguaearudi ddb adgm/ c o mme
guys; Victor Gregg, Ol Survived the Bombing of Dresde
Guardi a8 February 2013 https://www.thegewudaredswaem. com/ co
crime [both accessed 5 July 2024].

BVictor Gregg and Jane TWdexme re,§sdSwrrwiawiyn 2 O0lrle s dpe n @2,8 .
“Martin Fletcher, O0A Born Sur vi ylonrdéesp eGrd gpnpManrgc hT a2 Gel; 1 ,T
p.18.

SGr emgmWar r edSurviving Dresdeno.
%F| et,chleAr Born Survivorés Gripping Tal eo6.
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into a cri Ri €hknmameldisscsusosfi on is brief (] usHt
primarily prombeptomaéngda@aerhke mtg wint h the cont
Whil st Gmemagr i es of Dre®pdeni Argy descpoifbedea
accounts of warfGarengeuagvdild telverre Gieadro uqu e

or deeper examindtion of the narrative.

This reception, however, contrasts sharpl
that woul d emerge nearly a de dadodd ol&esstiidera:ar ou

Firethbemdknetstse subject of MWhi hiers® rneegnsoei rs twads

| argely treated as a power ful but containe
Mc K&y book often ventured further into publi
mor al responsibility. One of t hee aiess Garmygi b

Shef&Meailld onr eSwinava,y wheRie | l@enampmai odd-hdamed fi ne
accounts of °MhdtaatitiFgy, We b nbdatWarwdtilsd orataear cr
Mc K&y reluctance to offer nme®rebnjdodgmaesta po

strengt h.

Yet Shesefdwrldreat ment of Gregg was | i mite
Gregst at ement t héts hDarneesdd & &h ebastlieBIr intont s e x pl or e
wei ght of t%lants taedandi,s shiiosn.prai @evisescesati dest
of frontline combat rat her tDman yatMiai thbealf r o
August 2®R1I| eaiadampgut downadpwiet hmePreotierr Mc Kay n

Grema@gol dl yébdfegpdtcualon of t he Dresden f®firesto

I bi d.

%®Sincl aibr MK, r et ead kfessadon: Viking, 2020) .

®Gary Sheffield, 6The Boy Who LReiafrlneenta rit:o eA8 WFbrfolenadod Ha't
Sundag$5 May 2011, Books section, p. 12.

001 pid.
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Sl aughtFeirvheo uesreot i o W'Ri fil wtmamshouy. framed as a v

to be admired, not as a political i ntervent i

The focus on the @é&mosttiovrey pad wseor poefr megrag gead
radi o appmadiamc2G1llh.e FoBBEX &agd b e u rAe\hitecatr oyr
narrated by actor &0 hme r Bwrnta,l daentda i d fetde nGr heagry
through dramatic reconstructions and his ov
me md®*TThe narrat iGonst oarnydt eGrleigngg, once again r
war Engl and through his wartime experiences,
he endured. The documentary wuses this narra

i ndi vi diurad ,oMso@rnessgsgonal journey and the dr ame

From the owtcspenteseheés, Gregg as an ordin:
extraordinary circumstances, enha@®cinfget Beod
rhis is the true story of an ordinary man w
the odds he survives some of t hed%hoisnte sf esruocchi
ad,i sten ten mpl Wiautorenti®™tittpoanti esngniGf ega
a storyteller but as a witness to history, w
attention. Similardpgpadhyd st depemagrriaat vér é gng |
something significant and previ®adliy budsgalks
anticipation and underds cpareso it ale ri enfplog dtainacres

context of war history.

Wipeter McKay, O6Warrior wWiheht ar SMo KDyt € g, o ilAueg ulsst Al |
2011, p. 17.

12BBC Radi oviz,t o20ddi.o documentary] BBC Radio 2, 12 Nov
https:// www. bbc. co. ak/cebBesgubymymed2BDPl171lpb6v |

03 pid.

041 pid.

051 pid.
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Notabl vy, the documentary also avoi®ded cr
account. Whilst there are gqguestions posed to
in nature (such a®d bakgbngt wheaherndgreggh st
Gticking a bayadnetit nltaclkedtary sgnagni ficant
military experts, or cultural analystwsi ¢Wwsat

on th*®Thwear usepeorfsofni rnsatr r ati ve throughout t he

Gregg describes personal encounters mut he b
s mel | them as you get nddrocuesest agBunniong hi
experiences and emotional reactions, reinfor

than exploring theYdhoadabskinsteorn iscalotadnhtee X

anal ysi coul d proviéder eafdlde cttiioonm | 0 m utahnec ei. mpGar

(7]

and his contindwiheg maenswéoofprgsiskes, a button

siGhs presented without critique 0¥ discussio

|l nstead, the strategic placement of spec
throughout the documentary ensures the focus
and dramatic el e@Bnesittsr wf WVhetloyr iGeeggften pa
enhancing&t frevglaigetmemer and (attempting to) d
Gredggwarti me experiences. FbO® gxadphti ohnhhdam
ghos®9ofwvi I | be sl i ppl agedcdhdcy owbe tded | 6fhet he
resonates with the theme of passing®Thee anc

refereinte dghd&steraowfes as a r &mildohegt i ofg i é ea

106 |
107 |
108 |
109 |

O OoOUTOT
[eRjoRoRNoN
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individuals and societies. It suggests (rat

another, for an individual deeply changed by

One revi®pecitngttohredi o critic Kate Chisholrr
this form d¥Shper esieqigeadtieoch.t hat the poetic n
musi cal score might haweaatchaoamil ity a@s maniwsh e
argued t&hatl uitctaonrd honest voice about his wa

without needing to be softeneddiocrt oma dgea vteo u

perspective on war that is Genctonhais@&ndy,yewl
Again then, this criticism did not question
on the idea thmtarthiestdiocc ueneenmentys couwl d | ea

exi stence and the authenticity of his testim

per sonal reflections on historical events.

For others though, the emotional appeal
Tel edgressxh i bi ng t hiee ardkiHdeet ca rrygamswho j oi ned
a teenager, fought at EI Al amein, parachuted
again. His stories are vivid, lwucid, -lemprthil
many &% Aelsanger rSawideaw iTalldedyeparpshi sed Gregg f
and the powerful narrative of]l awsowdr soméi ex
bluntly or as ha¥weEkitsyopseniVngtbin&regys the
establishing Gregg as a unigue and frank ne
community over how the bombing campaign shou

aut hor dsoemernsodnglasjudgment on t hes mat atee meC

WKate Chisholm, 6RadiSpeyxtlé®Dsdovembtes 2011, p. 56.
Ui pid.

2Gillian Reynol d®#&i,ckd GihdlyMighhee g RdARh Nlodember 2011, p. 39.
13Col e Moreton, OWhenGotnh&a nldaasyt ToeflledghrdaopvHmlver 2011, p.
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(such as tdhewasst aguwineentawar e wihbye cwaeu shea do fj ow hnae
Third Reicilbuwasatddirresd@n.,arwe | @iftl Womangwar ad
the review paints a portrait of Victor Greg
articulate the darker aspects of war, maki n

but molresabt hent i c.

Further praise cameTHeedm garmidpSpact awibiesh i n
framed Gregg as a uURiduadehegr@&gimbIChi wet 8 e
Gre@gcondemnation of British bombing policy
gual i fied deference. Chivefts vdeavs nant trhedas ¢
suggest s &t ddtr eGnegegxperience as a survivor g
such judgment s@dondeowtGablkdow,anwhet her the Dr
mi |l itar i@ empjluwsytiinfgi eal doubl e assertion of h i

l imitations of his owh knowledge and perspec

Chivers does offer a cautious @&antteaxthu avlais
in total war, and had s@fBgredvb&ingfyheaglLat
and the broader |l ogic of total war, he frame
military <calcul us. At the same ti me, he di:
defence of t hé&orwaiddasy,s ridmawokuilndg:be morally u
practically, I believe that the t®acnioircaloef. .at

not thought &'%BHi sb euseef faefctti esret. at iGwvoet, tihnopuegr hsto nta

W pbid.
5Tom Chivers, O0Dresden DesegvdghttrebBe aRegmedar edod,
16 pi d.
Wipid.
8 pi d.
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effedctsivikest eps retrospective moral judgment

ti me.

Yet Chivers stops $homar aldMrscthagircleegmg ibred i &n
shoul d [Gaeo lwadgitseeshe was there andadahadVear nec
This acknowl edgement foregrounds the specia
public discourse. &Radlhaeirm,t h@Gmi wWea rsp ud eef &Ir = gtgo
possess a mor al |l egi ti macy unavailable to jo
on rhetorical skildl or historical expertise,

rengdgedg ment not only permissible but earned.

The&pectaoarthis | ogic furth®eragutelxgeriitcy twiy

of moder n'@oouurrnnaalliissttss. | i ke to ca@tt hea hamtsied Iv
begibnust, there is a key difference between a
events heddUnshkereepblsers, it argues, Greg
to violence. This | ack of agency, combined w
aut henticity. Hi sé¢ memol eai s udWesdoi bed éascol |

who not only remembers earchgbel Yy ebdwarfah egroims @
witnessed the destructi om?dfhi Br esnpdrasf somn
embodi ed knowledge reinforces the same hiera
in whicéh &ocegygnt carries more weight preci ¢

professional det achment .

9 pbid.

2Wal t erRiEfllleysgiéct or Gregg | s aSpBeocatka 2YooruMaQ ucghh t2 Otla3 ,Re a
https:// www. spect a-bwgri.cg oosigap/ oaeykd-a wcdthat/eraidf/l g macrc essed 6
20247 .

2l pbi d.

22 pi d.
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Cruci &lplexcttalheds wei @ ht vedo mMErreegggupposed to
guys, Gbutndweed up o rbsye itrhRing itidamgnnt raatl ef t i st t
is it remdTeniys pdaicsicflissitmer functions as a r
defl ecting accmspéerspectihae iGs egdeol ogically
reinforces this focadmbugthhy bhpm&ingigrhg mGraesg ga s
understood hi gt Maten eamyd tbaed Gifétvnecd mt erlgl it mg t h@m
ElI'lis contrasts Gregg favourably with Georg:¢
man who, i f dwawed hmveombaxtd his sword and,

without Gath@a®uwmdh i mager yd adbt homsi tGy egyg al i

unflinching marti al resolve, distancing him
Yet this ideological positioning i & consp
postwar involvement with the-cBmmuindgstCamrurn

wartime encounters with Révs ¢ tham frervaud ss,i owmh if

Rus §i ainn the early 1950s Gregg became involyv
facilitate his work as a sprayer at t he Fes:s
communi st®memhkess. became disillusi &ned awicteh
on certain issues, nota@allryctrhei mail nédinlt B e et

Kru®pfortune, which was prima¥iThysoppepdsédmby

t he Party, where he became actively involved

Whi | gshtl ohtet ed [ Bats]hicwo pfyibrootk meeti ng by qu
whi ch was bensnkgi dg s[coutshseerd ,me mber s] i f they r e

bull shit @t Gregg waldueni s wife campaigned w

122 bi d.
24 bi d.
125 pi d.

26Gr egg andO0SRirfolyednpa.n 19 3.
271 pbi d.
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rear mament!2AssGauoncadn.e and pol it i Grad g gy e vedntat
became chauffeur for the cha®rmanhbé pbsi tMic
transported VIPs and carried sensitive docurm
would lead to his eventual recruitm&®hihats an
t hpectoant s t hi s hi st dsr ya ustuhgogreisttys ash aa vGEirtergey
despite his politics, but because those pold.

had @&r emegnoi r more openly embraced pacifist

hai |l edlabhsalal e corrective to the | arger narrze
happens to people who never asked®®f or it but
A cl ear i nst anctee sotfi nhoormy Geroewglgd be recont e

emerged in Dal% yatMaadk ¢ thet he Archbi shop of C
@rof oummalveregtrlee bombing of Dresden (the subj
him of ap ol otghésvina zei somi t t i n gRAan yh emeoretsi okni | d 1
Hi tal*dfthe same arti c&Ge reomaddpsatrtkatdl Weulrboyr e amon
and Conservative politicians already anger ec
accounts of the déé*thtes eofr e@errman Vitc tédms med,

interview with aiwho tdalhl ed itstoen eldwoamlf i g moef D |

That prisoner, it turned out, was Victor

targetingMahéeeBBC,Sf itetlde him by name and drew a

28] pi d.4i19Bp. 19

2 pid., p. 200.

B pid., p. 204.

BIE] I Risf, | WynavWi ct or Gregg | s a Book You Ought to Reado.
¥2Larisa Brown and Inderdeep Bains, 06BBCO6s Insult to I
Mai |l Onll4eFebruary 2015, https-205b@&¥%W&idBEioalidt.sco. uk/
Vet er ape e sdewne-abgBc k wvair-Baeziigsn RrAdss acr i fice. html [acces.
2025] .

Bl pbid.

B4 bi d.
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(@efi i twehlem asked whether the®™Fbembangicbaste
a supplementary timal appahiegh!| ogletriemphtalse sBB
Gr e@gcomment s, i ncluding d&soodgmpwWialods | okeBed
tdoasting quedaerreepradtdwveed without co¥ftext,
While these terms originally referreMatb str

presented them as sweeping indictments of th

Ulti matel yBBIBe imesaud Iti Gt eoe rheea ps Wlid tedtdy d theeg yp
to framd tchoeveBBaA@Qe as a slight against the F
Gre®mgt es®¥iHhnesnys.t at ements were not <critiqued
exemplify institutional betrayal. Gregg bece
running tally of perceived i mbal ance, wher e

andiBish sacrif#tde sidelined (Figure

138 bi d.
3¢ bi d.
B bi d.
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Fi gd4€i mel i né& o020 IBBBMr esden Coverage:

HOUR BY HOUR, THEIR ONE-SIDED STORY: BBC'S COVERAGE OF
DRESDEN

The BBC's coverage of Dresden began on Thursday night:

BBC News st Ten, 10.24-10.28pm

Report dominated by disturbing images of German casuaities and & graphic
interview with prisoner of war Victer Gregg, 96, who taks of bodies ‘exploding. A

whole minute is devoted to survivors Anita John and Nora Lang, who describe
seeing the dead everywhere' and thinking it was The end of the world.

Only 23 seconds are given 1o RAF veteran Harry lrons, 91, who is asked: Did you
ever fieel quilly after the war about what hid happened at Dresden? He replies No,

not really. | think because we were very young and we last 5o many boys ourselves.

The reporter says the campaign shawed how the allies ‘deiberately unlesshed
devastation cn civiians.

BBC Breakfast, 6.07-6:10am yesterday

s on German survivor Ursula Elsner, who says: ‘We clung 1o 8 lamppost but
man didn't make it ... she was sucked into the buming ruins.

No one from Bomber Command oe UK miitary is festured. The only alternative view
i from Dresden Mitary Museurms Goreh Pieken, saying: 1 is just 2 example of
warfare and of course it makes sense . Dresden was part of the enemy and you
hiave to hit the enemy 1o end the Second Workd War!

BBC Breakfast, 7.40-7.48am

Focuses on German victims, with no mention of Britons who died. Another interview
with Victar Gregg, who says: We were supposed 10 be the good guys ... 10 rescue
the EU from the evil of the Third Reich and we finished up worse than they were.

Interviews with Nors Lang and Anita Johin, who says her parents suffocated in 8
cellar in Dresden.

BBC Breakfast, 8.42-8.45am
Repeated Victor Gregg interview. No mention of Britons who died.
World st One, 7 minutes

Another interview with Victor Gregg, who says the campaign was ‘definitely’ 3 war
crime, calis British forces' actions ‘demonic’ and ‘evil and sccuses them of roasting
children alive. He adds: Tve never seen people who Gidit have sy weapons being
altacked before.

BBC News at One, 116pm-1.20pm
Interview with Ursuls Elsner. No mention of British loss of ife

BBC News at Six, 6.16-6.19pm

Report fealures interview with & former Hitles Youth member, aged 12 during the

bombings, who recalls the ‘whole city burning’. Comments from Justin Welby, and
featage of demonsirators in Dresden. No mention of British sacrifice.

For regul arDaielayheNdaii |Ib Ontsheeceh coverage i s
of a widet aandd ngopgtternMaifirBBGeaoti yi acsmse:
of | iberal or metropolitan bias, particul ar/l
refl ect broader media dy@ampubbitcnsehei UK, r eh
fee funding m&daip!| mixa @aen di td eimm nddui nndge r n epwesr sli asnt
scrutiny from both pol#Sea@aalonandhacamnmerciseask

@Quardian of pw@wbutconedeéehstandi pgrennially v

BOof cdm, vers of PerceptT@BC dafivédDder | Mpws(tlicamdidny:a p e
ofcom, 2022), p. 5
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cultural shifts, and & TaiemLCoopomamprianent ot is@

anddfhoer whol e baggegndemns i idy bathosmymbolically

exposed, particularly when critic®Ac| Séant on
notes, tWhepuBBd ci sservice that provides a binc
of the nation to itself GQamaki ag i mages pefci ah
becoming a site d% political contestation.

Il n 2011, following a contentious Brussel:¢
Gt is always challenging for an impartial ne

views on eitheaeall si ddeofaftee mhethatod the event
News Director James Harding again issued a s
both the Remai f*lann dmolreea vree dukarifilp sy. ecaor nst,i ntuheed t
the GBBB€overage of a wide range of is%ues, f
Anot her common poi nts offuncdriintgi cmosdne |i,s whheer eBB

required from UK tMealhdavsi slioomng obweneerr ss c elfphtei ¢ a l

¥jJean. Seaton, 6The BBC: GuGuadi dinamg ®EuubPull Und¥¢alsu el
Organi sations Become add BgmArpehnBoibhutLausen A. Fah
Pal grave Macmi7lll @n, 2021) , pp. 8

Wl pbid., p. 95.

Wl bid., p. 106.

“2’Hel en Boaden, O6The Challenge BBECTR&pot o2B8g DBciembiends
2011, https://www. bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/ 2011/ 12/

“Jane Martinson, OBBC Hits Back ®&®uabdih® ©Mat bbAccaeat
https:// www.theguardi ami-icaaid anid i sniajadcOclubstati ¢ todnl 83 b b ¢

[ accessed 10 May 2025].

“see for example, Colin Fernandez, 6BBC Climate Edit
Fal se Claims on Global Warming I ncluding Worl dwi de De
Fami ne, I nMalii Ir @n IFiilmeMsady, 2022, https:// AOW.9DdAi5I13y BBICl . c

s
cl i mat-#olcd @-g me-wal mPago hamadagsitimyds. ht ml [ accessed 6
Mary OO6Connor and Natalie LisbMdnar dBBEGNRHDPaeadi ngt o
Report Accusing |Israeli Soldiers of Beating and Humil
AttadMasbonla2meApril 2024, htt ps: F1/3wewwb 5dighl/I\Bridgeewd | . ¢ o . u k
bi-ae-wour Rdaal mnsiteggaoa ¢ u-ls $ mae ll ébieeartlsiunmg | -ma d4l a-ied-e o s

cel ebHamé ® gartotracks. ht ml [ accessed 6 July 2024].
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sustainability of this model, especially in

and, more recé&mtslty dfail'Sesdcwring

Il n June 2019, this iIis®ucualhn pheanfcoaud aou gk
Foll owing anotthelr e wifs iGrn&gapdp eMaorranni,cnedSr Bogiigt aviars
guot edMdjEIxpph e sSsuehccusi ng ¢d bbbBBE bDhé&ofpitglge b a
el derl vy, an emotive metaphao diesceidsitoon ctoon dreen

l i cence f7e58Hifsors tddveermearkti n& @mwlay ,t woé days ag:

patting al/l these old peopldendoenshei da@datdhan
bet r*dlalr e, 8Grwoggds function | ess as individ
ammunition in a broader G&ampaignn ttoo moh all | ear

|l egiti macy.

I n the context of June 2019, Gregg was a
anni ver sabay olfandiengds. These ceremonies, muc
again i ncluded extensive media coverage, p

gratitude toward veterans for*ltrmetihi ss @rivg lcte,

comment underlines a perceived&®iacbnenstedaosy
publicly honouring these individuals, the de
“see for example, Matt Strudwick, ONearly 130 People

LiceMaebOnlZ&éeMarch 2024, https:/L2ava4a-pbtYmadhceo. uk
peoplesecruitppmpeé dircgopanidi t i ons. ht mli [accessed 6 July 2024]
Scale Back BBC LiceatéeviFvagiolt@n  |Bamk | tyhe 0Q@st

https:// www. dail y-in227 8¢ 43 ipMilamecblBRB® it ¢ € keees e-6t Vi ng
crisis. html [accessed 6 July 2024].

“see Joel Adams, O6Dozens of Furi ousMalivi O/i ldiviealss nREF USE
2019, https:// www. darill3ydn2a6i1l-f. Doooil &wks/e mRekwissU-BilE-y i c | e

' icences. ht ml [accessed 6 July 20248and Kelllliye, @al nTbvr i GAVLE
OWW2 PoW, 99, Accuses BBC of @ARobbing the Piggy Banks
Overss@a,n 11 June 2019, https:/ /] wwpwltHhecwshad obbk hgews/ 9
t hpei ghgaynkfs ulrer-ad s-ei caxdaorv@€b5s/ [accessed 6 July 2024]
YKeld §V GMB: Veteram.lashes out at BBC

“BBC Newsay:0D/eterans and Worl d B&&£d &lesés Maurnke 7250t1h9 ,Ann
https://www. b-4858690K/ hawsksked 6 July 2024].
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for ad839s owiemce 2000, struck him and many ot he

Il n reporting these senti@enrtist, i adihssm aaeftc i tch e

present him in a heroic | ight, asc heed st hee f
w o rat*°d

Gre®gnarrative then, whil e deeply per sor
appropriated to serve varying political 1inte
such testimonies can be. However, hippefaorthr
to have become controversial, amongst news &
to bod sfoedlsiat i cal agenda. It should be noted

t hMaiclri ti ci sed the BB&X tfiemony si f oxQls5 ,0ni tGrweq
an extrachk ROdADdDréosedey: A SSHuowvyit \nornt he headl i nce
tone to des@stbnnghghgvdhdad@duntt continued to

on subsequent anni¥ersaries of the bombing.

Still, there is another |BRBErBoéalfed ti bww
Gredggscri baddepartVkrebf eaii nig@a Bdlasddihde aarntd e n

statement that might typdeahiypwgpoov &k osciept

Yet i n thi &xpmreespsorvrctee,d thhhes comments with not
di screditing his views, the article framed t
service, and the p®Bignancy of his reflection

“Keld §yV GMB: Veteram.lashes out at BBC

Wsee Victor Gregg, Ol mages Mhat OBllus al d srewa rMy 2Mi Ind, f «
https:// www. dai |l y-lm@ b B 3wBabt /[chhkefelix d \a sy/sdoraddi g ¢ 8 eno-k B a me
astonacbteBorgtPiO¥hau-Dhe slkdembi ng. ht ml [ accessed 29 Augu
BIMi a Jankowd @@k d ¥Ydt0®dr an Gi vBersexinp rSpeedhmdewili ve TV
Europeadh October 2019, https:-héwsiwdgtoblglgfeevaeluwde 6 pe an. c
ofbbltr ea-hfe®tt44/ [accessed 10 May 2025].

2Hel en Dadtyer aivawWi ct or @r e g @i HegayrskE xBirr,eexsist. Icbos. Qutkt ober 2 C
https:// www. exprreasdi.c/ol Wkl dSnwditi &M ixt@oe-BBBr eak f ast
Da-Wal werdeo [accessed 6 July 2024].

st
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Gredmgexpressidpn] of mdkemameg want§ twa scrus etdn
to evoke empathy, casting h'PmMisasseaclamge®wivu
presenters (i nx|gdantnige Draea sMa Uik a&mec es a hhaatr ch eo rs

and th® meféeckmrce to viewer praise onsocial

Gremgvi ews were not politicised but humani s
all owing him to speak from a position seemi.|
emotional honesty did not underiminenhng bkrmead
figure whose | ived experience conferred the

sincerity.

Certainly, bi partisan respect and admira
when Gregg, | i ke Captain Tom Moore, passed a
their deat hs, many furth@rolpiatriaddied s someglyte c
early life, his military careeThey dedmri at e c

journey from being a young soldier to becomi
events that shaped hi m. Several obituaries
influenced his | aternl pltie)]i pasereukceaerlayndhitd

experienced both during and after the war.

Gre@mgobituaries, whilst fewer in absolute

TheTi md@v Tel egamph&uardi amdopting compahalyl e s

3 bi d.

B4 bi d.

%See for example BBC News, O0Captain SIOQVIIBBBB®oore: il
News 2 February 2021, htédmoslbaenddsvetkesbbe3.8clor.5Bk /[ mevwse/swske d
2024]; Stephe Bat es, 6 C@uwaradiina nFierbrTuam yMo200r2el ,Obi t uary
https://

n
www. t heguar di a nms.icremo cookcii teut ayr/ y2 0[ 2alc/ cf eesbs/ e0d2 / 6¢c aJput |
Ant hony Hayward, ORemembering Captain Tolm dwopoerned e ntth e
2 February 2021, https:// www. i-nadm@paeonkietiwitaavreyp eu khnews/ o
rai-medews1796107. ht ml [accessed 6 July 2024].

%See The Times, OVThRiomes0e@gt Obet uaogbd,

tps:// www. t het i nperseghy mlukakyaxzigledovcesved 6 July 20
i

tuaries, OVictor Gregg, Ri fl eman with a Rebellious

e
d
1

ht
Ob
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provided accounts of @&iG&r diag shLampdbon nghing d d
army instead of continuing with petty cri me,
narratives sought to demonstrate how his pas
into the payYycmoradi ¢canpact ©hhEehliesgrasamwmhr e g et h
for Gregd,adDrneasddeenhi m f eel |l i ke a murderer a

w adt®’

A favourabl e portrayaduamabybabbeu agxyp ewcrti etedt efnr
Stroud, who had devel opet®Sa roluas ételd ple@t ipos mslh
autobiographies, and their close col abor at
extensive wartime experiend&gesrodamrd whiss nloit f eo
bi ographer but also as a confsi daenrts ommd fsrtioe
insights with a wider audience. However, it
noti ngs Groesgtgwar aversion to authority (symbo
of thhowi Agmy kitbag containing his medal s o

home in 1945), of f erraeydala noyt® rDerbeustdteanl. t o hi s p

Gregg then, as a decorated and respected
times contradictory position within British
Dresden bombing, combined with a | ehdowfdmil
his testimony with a rare kind of public 1|e

memoirs operate not merely as owoecodbt eddfi omesm

Survivors in the Rubbl e -Bbl t oleil w@,r t2lgeh Norveesmbeeryr R2iOr2els,t
https:// www. telegraph. ce.rwekigbbrednmalslt ieecaf®t0abnledelm 24/ vi ¢
searched/ [accessed 6 July 2024]; and Rick Stroud, OE
Life of ViGutaodi @Ghe@®gbopber 2021, https://wwaM.atmeeigrua rdi
dr e sadnein o-wd-s ptyhiencr d d-dfeli egroegg [ accessed 17 October 2072

"Tel egr aph QbMitcutaorri eGsr e g g 0 .
BRick StéBIUJAl amein, Dresden and a Cold War Spybo.
Tel egraph QbMitcutaorri eGsr e g g 0 .
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del i berate constructions that carry private

ndividual recollecti onmakiliGr.eé@gmemohr spl hed

nterviews that accompanied them, exempl i fy

architect &r evaoft i Barei thairmati ve in the media p

within the very ranks that such narratives a

It may be assumed t hat in the relative a
Gre@gwarti me service and wunflinching honest
domain. Rubé&n 20MRB Isd Riidggr @f mi Il i tary social i
der i weorstehh ffrom public regard, how they beld.
become especially vulnerable to ps¥6Ghelgggi ca
by contrast, seemed buffered by high private
of private regard: he repeatedly affirmed th
little comappnovVvak. otheéesed, across his decad
attenti on, Gregg remained steadfast in his |
rai ds, the responsibility of those in c¢comma
reaciliation.

Yet his own perception of the r &cepthilamr c

egard, insofar as how society views and res
efl ected on the backlash he received foll ow
ombing o Warsdeinme at the highest | evel, a
nly an apology made in ful |&%Heb Iriecc owine ve dw dot

reat eds oanse bfootrbenn@f Nh e odnuoptpionrgt etrhat hi s wor «

0Ho u g hTthoen ,Vet er apn.s 62 4T@é.l e
¥ lRuben and dAdcdieale I dentityo.
¥2Gregg, O0l Survivedathe Bombing of Dresden
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many peopldd®®TshemepoHuwrrti sed responses were ref
Gregg conveyedahhwot ofgrfone ttelcdtseed who a@®wouised h
Bridgoigsri@er @d*Al t hough he r esntaatdierbgalyn dvéhtagr e d h
| domnmcare what @t hteg sadmiitntked fi nt haatl ater i nt e

have Gbreleenadh ath!l e not possesseé®™ such strong c.

This volatile reception umedpubtbceauthbrorc
inherently secure but depends on the alignn
expectations. As Wood shows in his study of

accounts were shaped by evhad gowuddptsdalklres. alnd

context, he observes that mainstream memoi r s
patriot,acfdasmseswontk in whichecetserodns heowl ekt
while still affirming their loyalty to the n
amore extreme, unambowgeu ecu sf remtuiema rl ymebsypagesse d

casting th®e mwardrdedt butn gedelrladwiyn gn earaittiivgeu e

repudi®®sr ie@ygcase reflects a similarly conditi
was widely platformed in the British media,
battlefield experience and personal & ntegr

hegemoni c ngorowa.t i ve of the

The resul t, as we shall further® empbore

provocative claims (particularly his descrip

1831 bid.

%] TV News, O6Former British Prisoner Victor Gregg, 99,
Good Morning Britain, o6Victor Gr eggHaleds c7rdi bYesa rWi tAmgeods
®Menden, OFeuerGgstMemddm, DG Tersede®i ngul ar Tale of a Brit
Firebombing of Dresd®obl| dgr &m®s Malyy 21022, Gart t ipggad,/ wor |
af f atsrisn/gtubtdesfarb r i -6 © Is-td B @-g+ hfei r e b eoddbriensgden/ [ accessed 10 M
Victor Gregg, OMy LHifset carny@ OM®tr, | dch t Weprs : Twoadc,c ¢ s-§ ehi st or y
andorwatrwo [accessed 10 May 2025].

¥%Wood, p. 8 and p. 98.
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war criminal) were granted visibility, but r
short of embracing his critique as morally t
to play out in online commeeartnateelty omeyv e rwec,r

or recoded as treachery.

Soci al psychol ogi cal research helps <cl ar/|
Decades of in¢ e garnoshi pgbihwitthye d stnoaftgdbet aver s a cr
message often whttse r8&Girmbourpe mehnabner s consi st er
defensively when criticism comes from an out
whereas the same message from an ingroup men
asymmetry arisegiliecausaa ei mgreswmed t o speak
whil e outgroup critics ar e -imotreer d dtkeed.y Aso Hoe
| mani argue, audiences Gorftteemd evd etwo dblmdy r wairpsamcrr

the same words fromddoassilderand hddBghuat il eas

However, this |Iicence to criticise is <co
violate core valu@spuwbl itchhriemage, tthieeigmr oiumps i
revoked. At this tipping pliagik efd &dRd dtea ke nt

i 80 c iidael n thietoy y, this effect predicts that dev

who under mi®@embhael gdospinctiveness, are jud
deviant outsiders. As Marques et al. demonst
it allows the group to reaffirmatoegenmatliavred boi

l oyalty to'shared values.

¥'Hornsey, Oweressomnddéfiltds OK fpfp2®We8 7S.ay I1t, but You C

¥Matthew. J. Hornsey and Armin |Imani, O6Criticizing Gr
Perspective on the IRe¢eesgnaluipt pPeasdt & ¢ t350l. BP § ¥cOh0é4l) o, g v
365 pa3n6d7 .

¥Marqgues, Yzerbyt, and LeGpehis6,. 6 The fABlack Sheep Effe
0 pbi d.
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| SE BaSnedr e not competing explanations but
initial openness to criticism; the | atter
Greggcase his veteran status appears to

representations,

and mor al hypocri sy, for some at ¢ehstt hes
dynamics in more detailtobyGsemal vwsi mgdp ab laipg
Il n doing so, it assesses whether WwWeabsdd iaagpa
online commentaries which reflects this theo
We begin with & eza@ud 8rodisait ol &r eDlgi s al | ows
audi ences engaged with hi direct testi mony
eyewitness or reframed hi message within
anal yse redMpoh®O©mbcboeet hge n 2015, assessi
Gregg himself or the institutions presenting
articles, including obituaries, to explore

Toget ks e,

reinterpreted in

Stoking t

Guar Riesponses:

Vi ctors GaretgipGell @r dina2013 served a dual pur pos ¢
for him to express unequivocal condemnat.i
frankly wunder scod edutivhied entki rhge aafl i Deesden
believe it .@alshias wahrr acsriinnge i s characteri sti
definitive, and was al ways | i ke | g&r ttioc |l el iics
"IGregg, O0l Survived the Bombing of Dresdendo.

exlampl es

he Fire:

but hi s

real toi

Onl i ne

anecdot al

me

Reacti

audi ences

by

ons to Vi

experienc

i | & umiunatoer i hgw wa@seggvoke

nego

ctor

h a

on

an
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fundamental |l y an abpoptehalo ff ohri su nodwenr s oasnindd itnogn nayr

mor al and historical significance.

From the outset, Gregg establishes his au

t hadwalen new t o mur déirn affdtem.t bedl ekt ends hi s ¢

Dresden, situating it within a broadéae patt
massacres in Bosnia at Srebrenica, the hurli
into the centre of an i nhabited Benghazi, (.

sympathetic to the wuse of guepeowderd aierfargafet

[ sD%é] .

Il n just under 650 words, Gregg attempts t
et hical i mplications of strategic bombing. F
aftermath, al ongdswalre dirimenehee hefadi h@aet emame nc
but serve to |l egitimise his emotional i nvest
di red@Btelayi ng in mind that I care deeply abc
grandchildren, pleaseddl |l ow me to express my

The public response to this intervention
over one thousand replies (986 of which rem
bypassed the historical and ethAcmaancamps$ exyv

of t he comment section reveals that reader s

right and wravag. 6ampreegprhs atse@ act as a rhetori

sever al respondents to iemwakjieng ne weantls agsu ole
Nazi atrocities to reframs dre mowmsttirfay etdh e nb d
721 pid.
73 pid.

741 bi d.
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analysis (Figure 4.5), this rhetorical defl e
root phrase O6war <c¢crimed rarely functions as
i mmedi ately fractures i nto odeafnegn sfirvoem otrh ec osn
mapping of the Word Tree to a close readin
commenters police the boundaries of this ter
hi storical Bati oG&Xlmé¢ | Blae ahtahk 6 a dlah ,0dhraii gi nat e fr
di scourse that explicitly redefines the par

narrdtive.

I n the underlying comment generating the:
strictly i nwool vreisl iktial blyie vagdrvBagnitnagg et,hese uni vel
events to cons®Trhuec tHoal orciaguisdt ba nnda rMa i Lai are
wher eas,fDragamedlerst r i ¢ tfl ayc téasn daemi d tbic®nlk aent i sed
@articularly sudErgses,f udd’'bomeémeagt ragdt he vi st

the Word Tree with the qualitative depth of

here is not merely a reflexive whatabouti sm,
cleanly exci scemBtrhe icsaht eagcariy nsf fhri st orical ¢
However, the Word Tree analysis also rev
absol ut e; the same digitalonit e oifasttihmcencst auaree dec .
Whil e many branches demonstrate defbegmunicvhe d
| eading to ' Coventry' reveal s how dissonant
trauma. Rat her than f urnicstam ntiang] st iaf yp aDrl @ sad
comment i nvokes t liCo vlieintedy og xoprd rdeaebnpogeal g fd at e
1 bid., comment 80.
78 bi d.

Y pi d.
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authority of the veteran who authored the ar
the Blitz might agree with h®shias ssetsrsumetnur alf
in the consensus flows into a notable underc
retributive tone of the wider Guharretdgodnmeonit sd o
which seem to bring out the worst in peopl e.
you should be ashamed of y%dunsekdesskbuerhl kr
|l everage the <central node to refl ect t he o
bombing. As visualised in the uppermost bran

the terminology withoonbdeeflkecmebn,toarxtpdric

targeting <civilians: 0Yes, It was a war cr
popul ation not tHKe Nazi administration. o

%1 pid., comment 276.

" bid., comment 584.

] pid., comment 6.
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target was the German working class population, not the Nazi administration
H Th - bombing of Dresden, a city which contained a range of impertant factories producing war material, and which
Crlme . e following is from theA ICRC website: (ii) Launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will cause
only argument against bombing Dresden specifically is that it wasn't an appropriate target. It was. Dresden was
first bombing raids were to inflict damage on industry and armaments ect then this moved to systematic
Mass bombing of cites is wrong on any level and whilst many have said it
: " B an oxymaoron. Do you mean "oxymoron" or "tautology"? The latter seems more apposite: war tends to be
crime” I1s nothing but an oxymoronic modern western construct that is a product of our own technological and economic
largely pointless. Dresden is a lovely city, one of my favourite in Germany. | recommend a visit
. it B is a military operation. Saturation bombing is not a military operation (well it is in the
crime, because did not break any of the rules governing war at that time. It was morally questionable,
only by looking at such acts with moral clarity can we correctly accuse and confict modern war
. fail to see how a few thousand feet of air makes a difference.
crime. | wouldn't necessarily be at all unhappy about the principle that no military objective could ever justify the
daresay there might be a few more people of his generation, maybe even from Coventry (or Hull,
crime, just a manifestation of the total war that occurs between peers when they fight for survival

. won . . i
crime, whoever does it. I'm amazed anyone could argue against this. 'l argue. What if those civilians are «
: B what? Morally justifiable? Like fire bombing civilians in nice, legal wars with a clear moral
Wa r crime, as OppOSGd to a horribly devastating thing that happened in the course of a war, the first thing
Grime bUt what cannot be denied is that this, along with all other civilian bombing, was an act of
’ since the winner sets the rules Nothing can be done about it other than Admitting the crime
. - such an attack would have to be proportionate; i.e. focused on military/industrial targets. This was not the
crime. However , in recent years many more pieces of work have carried a revised view of the Dresden bombing
crime the B Bataan Death March was a war crime and Mai Lai was a war crime. The bombing of
’ Japanese would not have surrendered, they could, and possible may have continued until the last, the expected
. which ‘we' (who, exactly?) should 'apologise’.
crime, for very good reason.
crime, same as | see the bombing of Dresden and "Well, Hitler did it too!" doesn't convince me it
crime (or indefensible actions) can be carried out even if the cause is good. Unquestionably, the defeat of Nazi
crime - it was a particularly successful bombing raid, just like Hamburg a couple of years earlier. A war
crime is where people are killed forA no military advantage, with no military motive. Thus the holocaust was a war
crime, Babi Yar was a war crime, the Bataan Death March was a war crime and Mai Lai was
crime and Mai Lai was a war crime. The bombing of Dresden, a city which contained a range of
crime Certainly the mistreatment of civilians is a war crime. And mass bombing is certainly mistreatment. In any event
crime. And mass bombing is certainly mistreatment. In any event it was immoral and, like Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nothing
crime. Ye Gods. Look, you're obviously a bit simple, so 'l try not to use any long words. Guns
crime is to distinguish from among all the dreadful things that happen in wars a class of acts that
crime. Both are or would have been dreadful, but there's an important distinction that some people want to make
crime is where people are killed for no military advantage, with no military motive. | have two words for
crime and various anti-war crime legislation passed by many states, such that the legislation can be regarded as de

Overall, the commént ysectfifemi ngveapli i ons
in war and the extent to which they can be t
and nations for t heWhi |aec tsioonmes cdoumnenngt sw asrut gi gnt
specific actions that constitute war cri mes,
right to attack Dresden others argued that t
6 mlass bbobembding wfowmwg on any |l evelusandiedi hs
many have ever seriously [sic] claimed it w
probably saved because Dresden was bombed.
Personall vy, I canot criticisetiareyoared tihmt t
circumsilamncuessi.mg t he same terminology anothe

term oO6war crimed is a moder n western constr

Bl pijd
821 pijd., comment 53.
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economic $Tpheeryi osruigtgyeés.t t hat a thermonucl ear

Soviets, for instance, would not have been a
for s¥WAvi vdle. same time, others contributing
of moving forward and promoting peace, whi |
nations and individuals for their actions d

| ethgs t o justify theer ofestihd otnst, alwi d dimme/retrs

hundred words in |l ength, and two examples ev

These |l ong comments demonstrate the compa
the topic and their willingness to invest t
vi ewpoints, and ultimately att eamnppotiinntgs t(oh odw es

guestionable the efficacy of this research,
becoming a topic @ft] debavti &ka dptewda lelxyp mlpdese a pr
summary o)®Theesy aalctho highlight the complexit

frequently drawing on (their understanding

arguments, and moral considerations t®& suppo
per sonal experience and message.

Il n one of the | ongest comment s, the autl
international | aw and the principle dafhapropo

Dresden should not be consi dered a war crim

raid. I n this example, they cite the I nterne
] pid., comment 113.
B pi d.

18] pijd. , comment 48.
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A. C. Grayling to argue that t he

sproportionate i mp&d® on civilians (see

Fi gdé Pet aCad nende Example regarding International Law

A v crirme 5 wiere people are killed for no military adwantage, with no rlitany
dbne.

| e by wacaredss Foor yom: T talionas.

Wiowre not able to sppredate nuances partcularly well Your dehinition is woefully
inadedquate, It quite smgly black and white and can be manipulated by any tyrant who
S it It corrertly scldresces; the Holocaust, amang atiher things. Howewer it uns
cantrary ko modern interpretatons of what corstitubes 3 war crime and vanous anti-war
crieie begiclation pessed by sy states, such that the legislstion can be reganded as da
facto inberrational L,

If the purpase of the sttsck & purely todisroptidestroy the enery’s military persoine],
eguipment, industry, charmels of communication or tramspart, ete. and collateral
charrusge {ir the Form af Buman life) may be destraped, then thet doss not amount 1o .a
wrar criene, It rmay be morally unacceptable ta a Pacifst, such 22 Gandhi. It may be
marally questiorable {deperdng om the crumstances) to rarny of ws, But it mot 2 vwar
crirniee. Hossever such an attack would have tobe proportianate; Le. foased on
militaryindustrial targets,

ThE was nat the case for Dresdien, & courrtlees cradible histone and phildsoghers kv
expounded and demanstrated, Yes, Dresden was & military target. But the manner of the
barmbing was such thit it wes not sttacked &5 o ity target, it was attackhed & 2
Crilian City. The targeting and loss of Bfe of criliare was disproportionate 1o that of
Lesyrtirnate military tangets. Had Bomiber Command set out to destroy anly Eactories,
yards, rabways, etc., and there hod been collaternal damecs {pven considerable collatanal
charrage), it veould nof have Been a v orimes. Hoseser the targets of the bombing and
£l resultd, the uvie of phosphorus, n additan to recards and statermerts oF members of
Bomiser Comvnand, incicate that the inrterrion waes to kil 2 many dvilians as possibbe, in
acdditon b destroying bagitenate. The sdourscy of the RAF Bormbears {in spite of the
Bleating af some peaple an GOF) waes sufficiently predise far bambing campagns that had
decent prospects of hitting the target 10 be carmed gut. The bombings were designed to
raze Dresden 1o the grownd, not just 1o hit begitimate military tangets. Engo, it v 3 war

LT,

The following is from the KERC welsite

(W) Lawnefareg an abtack i bhe krowdade et soch sttack will e incidevatal [o82 of
crvlian dife, myjury b civilians o darmage ko dhviian objedcts which woold be dlsanly esdesive
i rekation: b phe domcrete ang divect malitay advirtage sabicipated, i addfitorn o the
practice mentianed shove, rovnerous Stabes fune ackoper] begislation amaking it an offence
B Carry et an altack wiach siofates the printinde of proportianstity [43] Refersnres to
ricve practice can be foued i ifee covmentany b Bule 14,

and

(i) Lavrichinig v attack against wovkss ar mstallations contaiming dangenias faroes i he
Eridacie that such atteck wall cause saressive mcidental oss of chalian Ofe, iy to
cilians or dlwvnage to chilian abpects. ThS war crime & Bsterd a5 4 grane breach in
Ackditiorun! Pratocol {f ME]T e covers sttaoks soairse wovks or iistallations which ane
threrrafves malitay olyjectives, or sttacks agase malitary ofyectives ocated ot or i the
wicirhity of such works, resulling fin e esshee dnciohentd civilian casaaities or divnage [ 105]
Such an attack i 4 wiodstion of custormany interational [aw and i also covered, in practics,
Ere the Stapnpe of ehe bnberratiarad Crivndisd Court (Taumching an sttack i the ndmfedge
thiat Sucfy attack wil cause inciokntal bss of Lfe or injfury to dvilivs o carroge B dvilian
piyects ... wfich would be clearly excessie in relation 0 e cancrete and dinsct avevall
riafitary adhaitage anticipated [ TM] Beferencds fo rore prachive can be fourd i the
COvnImerntay bo Rule 42

| b by initials and e mame Tor wow 800 Gragling. His book vl teach you 2 good
cheal with a lot mare eloquence and degth than anything | haee prosided hepe.

Finally, you weere incredibly harsh twands torbacicker, who merely made a perfectly
reasorable post. Thers was ma need bo be sonasty.

186 |
Ci

bi
Vi

d.

, comment 89. Selanoanlpbee a An Ch & imAElSICi. eMdss Bag/rhb inrgg

ans

n WWI | (aL oNedcoens:s iBtlyo oonrs bau rGrr,i i2e0?0 6 ) .

b on

Fi

of



Ot her

tF duanrt

detailed threads ftoduwmde doaadgawhe tohner

justifies the targeting of civilians

cont empor amayk idnegc ipsrioocnes s, ot hers rall/i

cl

aidmeelr e i s no such thing as Total Wa

aggressive to instigate tot al war . We

ma c h@®hle? al Ifi veweomoyments utilised thi

precedents and moral7 i mplications (see

total

war-

War-

Fi guT-BPi dcus SliootWdsldi abfh@u ar di an

Were the women, children in Dresden part of the War machine? Since we are apparently in a "War"
No matter how much we like to talk about civilized nations, legality and morality, in the end, if
You won't need any subtitles to understand it.

that occurs between peers when they fight for survival. T

= came from. Bombing of industrial works proved to be largely ineffective, so killing the workers was the
destroying Nazi synthetic oil production was vital for winning that war. There were no non-comban
the bombing of Dresden is exactly what a total war looks like. Germans can't criticize the Allies

as demonstrated by the state of British cities like Hull and Coventry by the end of 1940. The

was Hitler's own idea... Germany cant complain when they got a taste of its meaning. Its an absolute

can be carried out. In fact the only war in history in which the civilian population had to

whilst staying whiter than white? I'd suggest not.

when thousands were being killed daily but a reprehensible and morally bankrupt enemy who were the origir

, if someone was producing food to feed the Nazi war machine they too were combatants. Moreover, after W

looks like. Germans can't criticize the Allies for sinking to their level, only the Allies can.

policy - now being used in selectively limited territorial, resource securement and ethnic decisions that stem 1

and

and hence why by 1949 it was outlawed in the Geneva Conventions and rattified by the UN.

the modern theory is generally attributed to Douhet who used the idea in conjunction with Strategic B
. It is impossible for any country, no matter how aggressive to instigate total war. Were the women, children

but were surprised to discover that their supposedly soft Democratic enemies were every bit as ruthless as 1
then don't start it because it turns everybody into a wild beast.

corrupts totally.

and it is what lead to events like Dresden and Hiroshima.

has its roots throughout history though. In addition the development of Strategic Bombing during WW2 meai

These observations are significant
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Victor Gregg as a topic remains

hil s

aga

t he

ter

gur

w h

gene

he comments on the artircclhe Meocthaolr c |

Grebggpears just 15 t idQmeedy, @ atnidmetsh.e Tahbi bsr eivsi actoe
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200 menti ondsr iGrheatnide otveerrm 150 r ef e dwearrc edsr i anfe t
| f we extend the searachtrotive c¢aomksédorameuntt hars

many of these are mafexampks téAmoeheéer bgoodgshb

i s McHKsi nsatnrcyast er, whose author concludes th.
inflict the maxi mum death and 8% jury and ter

Where Gregg is discussed, sever al commen
sense of morality and the value of his testi

his right to speak out agai nstA tbhe vieomioirkkg .
the guy writing this as an eyewitness and f
form a view of t &Asn oitnhceird ecrotmmenn tiesro |leaxt@roens.s e s
courage i n s meatkriingt iape adgogsedsetnasnugs t hat chall e

nationalistic narratives requifes considerahb

Some commenter s &doc onrcil tuisd iomnes , Graeg@a i ng t h
bombing as a war crime is incorGgewtbar ofrs i ar
abomination. Whlegen vWior caemdd osnu byjowugat e or | oseé
no sympat B Hdweveeme!t hi s remark prompted a f|

highlighting his bravery and the trauma he e

The only excuse | can think of for your n
were too idle to even read the article vy

do so you would have discovered that Mr C

As an Allied solider [sic] and POW in Dre
Bl pid., comment 49. The commant aTsheeercofnar Momd dt Wakés |
Bombleerondon: John Murray, 2009) .
¥ pid., comment 903.
W pid., comment 453.
Bl pid., comment 440
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movingly and effectively described them T

by them tells us everyt™¥ing we need to kn

Whil st the former commeaoaktl §t lGdieBpgidthroor ibte
amongst his defenders is |l everaged@aempéai all
war raf*dthe | atent crd@t mchaimiriewatl veest ermund th
i nexperience, hypocri sy, and | ack of <credib
military or combat i ssues f r@rmmcah apidiis $w a rerainoorf
as engaging in discussions about war and col
understanding the harsh realities and compl e

as simplistic, naive, orirowvtelrdrnd ceongdaerdieanric é.e

Il n one thread, a commenter dirfttl y wasg
serious it would be funny reading the commen
eywi tness hod™Wiriolnsgt haendtsher user responds, p
POW survivors with differing oapcicroiuonts ,s hionudid
taken as the only truth, the original commen

again dismisses the vaxper iodn d endb B0 .mhieod hhdaisvreegn

these views, another commenter whhast sapchay
many of those writing in here were not in Dr
us an even deeper insight ©¥%to the horror of

192 |
193 |
194 |
195 |
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Fi gd8 €omment Thr ead@r Dt BWair s diomr g

»  DonkeyHotes: 5 Ful 2015060 4 4
*ﬁ IF it o et Seriions it wowld e furrny resding the comments af all the anmchain samiors an
P tellivig a0 eype-witnecs how wong he s

ﬁ dutchoourage39:-+ DoweyHates 15 Fel B2 148 £ 4

imDankeyHotes - Youw i et it against the testimany of anather POW survieor who alsa
s, e s Wi

Fagzrr|
* DonkeyHotes <+ dutchoouragedD 15 Feb Ml 120 14
bt agedD - fine, 'l respect bath thesr oginians. But nat people {whach indudes
i) i mever Bean in the sy or Beard a shat fired in anger.
Fagzrr|
theleverller <+ dutchoouragedd 15 fub JG 1400 £ 4

bt aged D - indead there are others in the athonrs podton , POW, that whene
Puspny 1 See it huggen and indeed verbed worse bo happen, THS is in the and juse ona
persons view af e event .

a HarryTheHorse'+ DorgeyHobes 15 Fel 83131517 ¥ oq
fDankeyHates - IF it vwas [ess serntus it would be funny resdng the comments of
all the srmchair warmiors on here telling an eye-witress R wrong he s

Wzll at least they hnertt ingulted Victor Gregg by calling him "eelf loathing”™ wisch &
the pmal tactic of those wiho excuse chvilian deaths inwestem wars,

ﬁ dhitchoouraged9-—+ DuorieyHabes 15 el B3 1553 r g

imDankeyHotes - | have, both, and my apinan that the abjectve of any military acton =
RO v it & S0 &5 possible, with the pessibbe loweest boss of unifiorm Life an your s
sicke ardd the losest pessibibe loss af civilian life an both sedes.

1w rct Ferwwevesr Stupid enough to thirk thae cralian deathe can be avoided wien your
ey Site ther military production and transpaort facknies in civilian sreas and it &
b the capaiulity af your bambes func o bo target. the military tangets withowt
collsteral damage.

*ﬁ DonkeyHotes <+ dutchcoursge4D 15 fab hni 1534 19
b oo aged D - everpane & of course entitled to an ogEnion. Persamally | am uisure
wehether bormbineg Dresden vwirs wrang. My original point wes simply that the oganian of

st wiin was there should not So easily be dsmisced by people sittng ot Laptops
vl et Evert Borm wihen it appened.

ﬁ Turningleawes -+ DoriseyHiobes 15 fab bl 1624 LI
imDankeyHates - “I'll respect. bath their oginions. But nat people (whech indudes me)
wilo've never Bean in the iy or beard s shat fired in anger.”

i, wiery ey for us 10 Sit and pudioe wier s base neser bee in the positon of being in
a war, being shelled, hawng your life threaterssd by o irvading ary e ebe. Mone of us
kv of weliat wee are capabile until we e tested o vt e sould want our armed
forees tado on aur belalf in e Sthution.

The | evel of respect afforded to Gregg ca

commenters adopt when referencing his first
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dynamic unfolds whereby commenters visibly

Vi cto

respo

Th

dr ama

appro

such

t o r e

si mi l

r Gregg was a British POW during the D
nders, if not changing theing.miFond, ibhbsdt¢ a
ommenter expresse®@oapschamgessiend tdhree flayg:t
tish POW during the bombing of Dresden.
ecshhange ndy’Aasgpments. comnieml] r @alpsoa nodggx perse ¢

Gregg for m@ preegwi ovu o n@d pmmerstsu mesd |he

side dua¥ng World war |1

ese statements Il lTustrate that whil e
tically, t h® decegnhitnoonl oémé&mtegagnd s uf
ach. When combitmnkids wé am p® sdaeanemotro cr eat
as i ndthhwe i steat earmeret thas every right to
mit oo rurso rod o f twhe wabhyedafpe agdhar ati on and

art hwdairrtgd itmhmi nk wet hiust bh etvlseaciherd g med e

durimg youtikm armd ces dfust be heard.

Postmemory 1is a structure of intergenerat
which individuals engage affectively with e
instance, the commenter speaks feomut bwyswhe
Hirsch identifies as affiliative postmemory,
resonance and med® Wnleidk ec ufl & mirlailalf o arsst. me mo r
transmission bet ween parent and chil d, aff
identificati on, in which those outside the
%] pbid., comment 875.
¥l bid., comment 955.
¥l pbid., comment 502.

I O

¥Mari annd hBenscht

Yor k:

n of Postmemory:t HAoil toiqraiesg nd Vi s u
Col umbia University Press, 2012), p. 36.
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rough mediated, re¥dmaemrste fi mdms ect gehneato
nnections cadni ¥iomsd e dtooanpesaestrtis@asnud ff er i ng, pr o
scribes as a mor al and cultural i mperati v

201

ices of t hose who“*endured historical traun

Yet per so-mamoesd spproosnti nent features of the
vergent directions. One commenter explicit
chall enge t he &notread Diamyby.rtclheppd beGpeggenc

Dresden is due more sympathy than @y ear|

they asked, before asserting that isfetDrtehsed e

preceéadnedntt he Al | i @ dsbomba bdf’eTvha sst riinbtuetrivoennt i or

merely defensive, it sought to rememmeyt he

grounded in personal suffering and historica

Here, memory becomes a contested and emot

pomemoriedraarmmidted to [the generation afte

t

(0]

n

e

r

n

constitute memdtrhesgh nt tehyei ar d wrangi inadt ve
vestment, pr @df®Potsitnemoaryd cimeawnemnsy, osmt 4
t ween contiQuintywhamcd 1t et uwwcrorcherence of i n
adtiilteis precisely this form of affective i
the pa&t ., ntkatve@rt é @y u s ertetalcetsi.o nT hcea nc ot ninue
effort to resist such ruptumreanortial dd faenrdd

which Allied bombing remains justified, a

201 pid.

201 hid., p. 48.

2Gregg, 61 Survived the Bombing of Dresden6, comment
2CBHj r Sh@eneration ofpPoSt memory

2 hid., p. 6.
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Not ably t-ihmtsercvoeunnttieorn al so extended i nt o
cynicism. The comment er , & nnaatniootnhaelr ipdoesntt,i tqyu,
t he Wawm@vas more | ikely to be found in Ger man
his decision to attribiuhe BOglml ¢l agnet s@ecoo
USAAF in the raids) may have been com@merci al
appeal to AmM®Thewn altseadesmpsecul ated t kthaet t hi
Guard@i &amdi tori al stanGepudblggast iomg malye hawvtei ¢
it s-Eagti €% nt odnhei.s rd@ apmeamyo, r iGarlegagut hority i s n

but recast as a politically expedient and co

Such scepticism surfaced el sewheiemplAypnot h

an aged-satd4kaegdiimnsuggesting that his emotiwv

et hical interventi e@m omibPd Wb imlse at hfiosr mwaosf tsheel
accusation of opportuni sm, similar criticis
accusing it of exploiting historical trauma

responsé&s ,veGree@m status did not protect hi m
have intensified resent ment when his testim

narratives.

However, this I|ine of at Gaekdwae| f oc beed
comment er s s uQugaersétisepdo ut shéadt a at illegiddcogya hda whi ch t
believed influenced its histod®calThamd cpalti

frequently manifested as accusations of bi a

tendencQuaofdidainecr ed tadBhiigwement s while prom
victor Gregg, 61 Survived the Bombing of Dresdend, ¢
26] phid.

07 pid. , comment 820.
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populdatswamgesting that the publication sel ec
ideol ogical framework rather ®*®Thnspsestnmendty
echoed by another reader, who wasdmasibtchcalia
Br darsoun@u arhdei whi ch they believed distorted

scrutinise British culture and history.

Fi gd%e Commenter Gt ih@warmndieasn wi t h

and the European Court of Justice (sic) to a situation to which they do not apply.
editorial office
. Nuances make all the difference. What of 70 000 dead British civilians? It was tragic, in
| suppose). The majority of people in any city (pretty much anywhere) are working class. Using that logic
website? Go over to the PressTV article on the same subject, that's more your cup of tea, you'll
wants to discredit Britain's achievements while promoting the immigrant population.
Guardian-
e newspaper: how this paper's Manchester mill owner founders would curse if they knew what their paper had become.
are dropping my posts into what seems deliberately irrelevant positions on the page.
is not writing this piece but an eye witness is. Secondly, neither London nor Coventry can compare with
publish a piece in response to this one, giving the reasons for the campaign? No, | thought not.

? Surely 'mug2009' it's time you came clean and stated what your actual background is and why you single

guardian is paying for it. And who the F are you to judge those pilots?? WHO ARE YOU?

Once again though, in the context of the
marginal, with only fifteen commentsétewerect |
comments | inked Gregg to this &rietyieaii s m.e sWhis
to defend the article against tdfhaei InyotMaoinl ooff
|l eftdg [shicg skirmish quickly tGaasd@itdponhedtfal
political motives to a heated debate of the

notably the pilots ®nd the citizens of Dresd

28 pjd., comment

04.
291 pjd., comment 91.
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Overall, we can see that in reactions to
both for <civiliamnms soupfifneiroinn,g bauntd tfhoer Bseee gogf |
criowvnes a highly sensitive point. Whilst some
can also see evidence of Simmering institut

exacerbat edés bfyr arhien ga,r twhdlGem gatl aecxepme rGreemgcogi n g
avar OGirmmeedi ately in th® Botehtoonh. offotheveet
effect of this framing further, we wil/l next
to G eld@15 i ntBeBrQv iBerwesanKbidtshb s5urlriowendi ng t he s
anniversary Theheedbosombifngs.l ooking at react
t heBC Naemd&dBC Br daakcfedbsotodk eppgesi ve online pr ol

despite dealing with the same subject matter
2015 BBC Interviews

Il n both BBC interviews with Gregg, the ho
hi storical context of his testimony, under s
Dresden bombings. The pol idgqehesy @®dod hmordnisr
Vi claodl wire@ery pleased thadco/mwdayed i deevp trhe supe
tone as wefld naBRBh@aBrgaalgfea syti ew, the host furt
emotional whkighorpfwlGt §ggttatmumdnthaviei kieen i n
and hlJ]ow did you deal 6Tvhirtohugiht ao vteorn et hoef yreeasr
i nterviewer s &Gprneesneonrtieeds Groetggmer el y as testi

reinforcing 6hé st @rosévti itdemorsygar® | egi ti macy.

20BBC Breakfast 6l t Whasn dEvAccoounti cafort BArCe@gerRd e tBo m
February 2015, https:// www. bbc. co. uk/ programmes/ p02j x
Short, O6British Dresden Sur8BC€oRadAlol2DwWd5s, vel i ght i n
https:// www. bbc.co.uk/ programmes/ p02jxnld [accessed 7
21BBC Breakfast. 6fAlt Was Evil o0bd

221 pi d.
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Al ong with providing his intentionally s
interviews all owed Grteggrgm tpps yecnmpoh aosgiisceal t hemp
witnessed, descr i bd exlgu nmaonn st eh[ é& Jnedxepiteer ra yetsticicem gne ©
fromobbadi nabtyo bs otkkeoned@ wHhaugbaulfdon 40 vyear s.
condemned t leevg bl conddinadigh atshe Radi o 5 interview
his refusal to forgive those who erder dadt bhh

interviews that he ddvied nreorter b Ibd menetdh ebhai rl medrs

never blamed the pilots for that, and the ai
and riskido¥ their lives.
The promotion of the inteBvealWBa®boskcand

Twitter pages framed Gregg as a heroic figu
Fi galre, with highlidhtléece ammommme rptoéwelriivuddn e s s e
an@nt¢redi bly dbthwitn@pateatoy.oning him not just
someone worthy of admiration and re%pBgct fo
showcasd hpugdedt eediha&c k nt er vi ew, these promoif
watch through stressing the *Hlovetlheg raegp d mpe
BB®Breakhfoast which amassed around 1500 cont e
of the audience mirrored such responses i n &€

Gregg, recognising his bravery and the emoti

Bl pbid and BBC Radio 5 Live I n Short.

2“BBC Breakfast. o6AThe Most Powerful Interview | o6ve Wi
Facepbodt® February 2015. https:// www. facebook. com/ watc
25°BBC Br eakfX(sftqr Menisity eoin3 February 2015,

https:// x.com/ bbcbreakfast/status/ 566145497321455616
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Figdt@e BBICe alSfoas tal Mg ckigar Blo :1itgs Vi ct or Gr e

L BBC Breakfast @ Follow vee
February 13, 2015 - @

Overview Comments

A MUST SEE:

"The most powerful interview I've witnessed”

"The best television | have ever seen”

“Incredibly moving story. What a hero”

"The moments of silence were the loudest”

Some of the reaction to our interview with Victor Gregg this morning.
The 95 year old told us how he survived the raids while he was a
prisoner of war in the #Dresdenbombings. Victor said it was evil and
it took him 40 years to get over it. He didn't laugh once during those
40 years.

See less
Most relevant »
a, Mark Pettigrew i
0:01/7:29 And yet the priority of the good burghers of @

Nracdan in tha waale aftar tha raid wac th rantinua
A MUST SEE: “The most powerful interview I've witnessed” “The best
television | have ever seen” “Incredibly moving story. What a hero™ “The... @: Write a comment...

®0®.
dY tike () comment 2> Share @ Andy McNeil and 6.5K others - 1.5K comments - 839K views

‘g-' BBC Breakfast

Huge feedback to @BBCNaga & Charlie Stayt's interview with Victor
Gregg & his 1st hand account of the

One vVviewer eWient aremarrekeg ,you are a | egend
silence with tears running down my face, |0 s
What a braveamhnyywru faami |y must [&%CHPi so pr
was not an isolated expression ofd emasiomnyi @a
whil st hmamdthogr yt htihse @'l hne rs ommoer nciansge.s, &t was

humbl e demeanour hadOdMel 40 sdremaermdcadc hiod adp ped

26BBC Breakfast. 0fiThe Most Power f ul I nterview | 0ve Wi
7' pid., comment 705.



story. Glad the presenters |l et him talk with
heartbreaking, | cried for he&fn. Total respec

The conduct of the interview itself also
Numerous vVviewers praised the BBC for its ser
Naga Munchetty and Charlie Staytutairmtiemgr apt

This sentiment was wi des @oreesatd,BBad tihn té&irev i ueswe r

Il n the second most | i ked comment in the dat a
thédhywd to put [their] breakfast down and 1| i st
Awesome interview. |t sé&emadcdeldiude twae whal e n

spoke. Hats off to [presenter s F°Noatgaab laynd eGhe
some users whotiwmentcriifiiedsasf | bing BBC contr a
of the Corporation wif@mctéedi blgawthiimo hatavidewk

audi enceshoorbearobf hBasddn

I f we take a broader | ook at a é&e@paeatmment
Gmov Bfnegat ure in the word cloud of theolflifty mw
Popul ar comments dsf treensihliigehncieg haanedd tGreegcgour a
harrowing memories publicly. I n doing so, th
Gremgtesti mony shoul d be considered more Vv
ofextbooks are written by men who are just ¢

al ways written by the victorsé The only way

281 pij d. comment 64.
291 pij d. comment 23.
201 pij d. comment 6.

2 pbi d. comment 664.
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is to build it from other perspectives. Thar

yo@rstc] o

Figdr®B/ictor GiegerBBE@w Responses Word (

= = =
2 only 8
€S respect £ E o
man s o E 5
= nﬂﬂnl way = @
E = © &
=S £ said renfl —
@ = evil £ &=
= ing =
& germany german ;‘"‘:l';'v!lleﬁm
r— = i
E wnsg'tls 8
] =
- =
4 —
[
This statement i mplies a pervasive scept
accounts of history, rooted in the belief th

by the biases and agendas of thmodheswhstwrci tee
of Gx epggrsonal testimony also seems to inten
oral history. Even comimr amedcohamgdei anhdtas umk
al way-sumamreedr pedabhést ctamoes have weaponi s

AJPTayl or once dbascneciosustetidlsd vaesé er dnool i ngg abou

22 pid. , comment 36.
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whil sttFreNgasbn has bra@andedci pealf ohi ctoorpy} et e

because al most no one telb® the truth, even

On the othelSummamki elPdenalyal | enges the el
traditional social history to treat oral tes
instead for a methodol ogi cal appevachf tmamor

and sub¥&btei wixtpyl.ores how narrators both <co

emotional equi l i brium throangh rtatem.esShd i kg
women she studied, are best understood as
di scourses, audience Gxpeatah i’Psmimeadi wheGm
and Troupd@ads arutt otbohatgr aphi cal memory is tru
what gseasei ew t hat invites a more reflexive
testi mony not for its factual reliability bu
identity, trauma?® and historical change.

The commenter, however, appears | ess int:
debate and met hodol ogi cal bal ance than in e»
itsel f. Here, the commé&ntuerf idpgppmpeeaerds rteanebmalria

a form of what Mi c ldseulb jFRioguact aeudl & k rmmoihglehet dy gdse etmh a t
been disqualified as inadequate to their tas

hi erarchy, beneath the rtiqfudf’¢Beydyelleevea i mfg oGa

25Abr a@rsa !l Hiheet, p py JPTay,l Mguoted i n Th&al ctéhReaips o @y al

Hi st opd edn (Oxford: OxfDo@ damai VemsTdmp IPatesrs,, dlomBt8er,
Fer guGuardd,i 88 January 2009 https:// www. t hfegrugauslaran. c o |
hi st-omi eamvi ew [accessed 11 May 2025] .

2‘Ppenny SunRweecrofnisetirduucti ng Womends Wartime Lives: Disco
t hSsecond WoMamc Wast er : Manchester7il®niversity Press, 1¢
25 bi d.6i32pp. 1

2Anna Green and Kahihd wessens Tafo ukpi teadrsy):, A -Crnittuircyal Read
Hi st off loerdyMd nc hest er: Manchester University Press, 19¢
2"Mi chel Foucaul tRowdwhKhewlt eadgsbd, S étliieecWreidt 2idSg7e,r vi €W s
ed. by Colin Gordon (New York: Pantheon Books, 1980),
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sonal memory over their perception of ac

stemic weight precisely because they bel

todi anehapcowtneggs thus positioned- not m
hive: a politically resonant alternative
However, more sceptical coannmewntthso rciothyw egyreadr
oice, some of his codclresipers houlodimadto
readful decision to bomb the city. But to
y set out to destroy a whole race of peop

put i nttFOpeespecmmert s, whilst again defe
t the commemoration of Dresden wid&dulobvers
pect to this man but | wonder i f the BBC

ough London after a German bombing raid,

ple then were burnt alivet méns woman Zrea
rl1@bked.

Similarly, &rustecoesfeoudalt@rueggrmat the AlIIl i e
hl es s, were necessary to expedite the en
S powers. One commenter refleboethi og whss

i s@lray eofapo dad aymtt itco foorrcseh any remaining

tinuing in the-1farohr refckientd iast ¥adidndsn astneglgvers d
t confronting evil required equally harst
d such power had they possessed it first

ati ngoatche oAlsl iveist h t hose of the AXxis pow

22BBC Breakfast. 0fiThe Most Power f ul I nterview | 0ve Wi
291 pid. , comment 79.
201 pjd., comment 818.
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overl ooks the broader context and outcomes ¢
both sides committewharacacst i ohsewifl ,t hthel poe
democratising Ger many and Japan, hiaghl i ght
conseqid'eGneyatt empt to articulate a universa

some as redemptive, but by others as overrea

No doubt sensing the marketing potenti al
BBC seized upon @&Ghitsesdas memBC oBRrnetaeksl gagsgte |, f ol
example, the seven minute int&irtiwaisvVwediolsi mp
Gregg firsthand accodantphofasteh eGrDergegs duesne dB o nmb it
of the interdlipAW cCepBB @i geavee book post, conc
interview from seven to just under two minut
da | never forgive the people who 0CHwerehi Itlh,
Attl ee, al | of them. We &eerst astuegpnmpeonste dwhioc hb ec

mi scon®trued.

Bl bid.

?BBC Breakfast, o6fdlt Was Evil o0d.

2BBC News, Ol 6tlhpeeapherwhorgidered thosé@me€Chiudshiahbd, t he
Attl ed médklalc e pFoecbkr uary 13 2015,

https://www. facebook. com/ watch/ ?ref=searché&v=101526014
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"It was evil' - Victor Gregg first hand account of This clip is from

the Dresden Bombing.

The 95 year old told us how he survived the raids while he was a prisoner of war

13 February 2015
O© 7 minutes

Breakfast
13/02/2015

Crucially, tlkae Ir edpfiecattbeedmowd ed cefasi |y be as:
to the airmen themselves, or at | east RAF
combined with the coll vt i vetiimppedaodi onhss of
the quote risks becoming a flashpoint for p
One resul ting codBeCnty oauv esrh orud nda rkkneodv, bet t er f
on Facelfl@oeokhaiYt@unigmployi nd !t he BBC News page

contr®versy.

That sai d, perhaps aware of this possibi
interview was & ewviievast eadb awt Grheeggai r men, and i
it produced, t her e we tada r fibehme nmseenltvi eosn.s lonf ot nhee

24 pjd., comment 304.
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comments which used this term, the viewer sp
Gredgar gAme mte: sayds, bllameot denairmen, they we

in an already bloo@¥%, horrific and brutal wa

For mang, sGrad ug as@amt lhwimoirumaatbelley t r ansc
debate. l ndeed, t he most popul ar comment by
|l i kes achieved by the second most popul ar <co
perspectives of oldpryindivhdualtBbBeir kex@peergeg
i nherently valuabl e and dM&hsaetrewienrg ao f9 5a tyteeanrt i

yoad bett@&% I|isten.

The discussion of Churchil I, t hough, wa s
defended& Cwwarthmkel deci si®@nar iatnidc if s rasneas Ge ietgy
or ahistorical. Ofh&w] sutd bemmanthest beeder mal
Churchill G@rbeeheowoaeldml ess we al |6 haando tbhleornd

decl@redWinstameearchiithe greatéddd 3t men who

However, even Gmdef@ erChars,hi many comment
admirati om WwWart Gmeggervice. The ambivalence
sucli rajJsespect the mada.n@Qudsntoisan rheissp ecpi Mioan t
di sagree with his vie®Othher sma,e f @mureah iClhlu rvea
and punitive grounds but agai n rdesf]roarirnye db uftr on
peopl e G uasgr edeonwi t h this man, I have respect

obliterated | arge citi el [psmctilueal UK &wiipfe dl OGea

235 |
236 |
237 |
238 |
239 |

comment 180.
comment 16.
comment 54 .
440 .
mme nt 290.

comment
& ®armte nct o

OO OTCUTUCT
00000
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the dMamese responses reveal & medal ngutalsym
reasserted, vbuteGreggot disqualified. Hi s s

testi mony acknowledged, even as his judgemen

This asymmetry becomes even more strikin
Schwarz, GamhaTgygpeée s odulQhudftachhegdtl ar gsie t hat
operates not simply as a historidaakrbirbgumage
of Engl i sh identity, frequen-tthgerisntvaonkdeidn gt
cont empo r?Alyt hcoruigshi scompeting stories about (
domi nant &raarrri aetsi vteh e § g rreewmiddyr fdifgcinytt hba md ci r ¢

Gd mpervi oud nt d tesr imaii nusd*iTehaeem se/xmbrod S6&h wproa heinlcly

a4 hpeaGst t hey suggest, intensifies precisely a
anilhe idea of Engl and®becosmeh morceo ngreexdar iomt
critiqueésli el Gveggd by a decorated veteran
provoke disavowal . As we have seen, | SE an
suggesting that inside® smcteds nahoathaésem
greater hostility than outsiders,& psaarafgeul ar
And yet, these commenters do not reject
manoeuvre that draws a |ine between memory
emotionally sincere and experientially wvali
subjective, amrwrddertstodn paeblsonmy pain, rathe
in public memory. Gregg is thus respected :
' pbid., comment 391 and comment 456.
#lSt even Fielding, BilTh@kcbwahiz( OxafMgrt ds cOxafradr droyrei,ver s
“id. . p. a1
23] hid.

241 bid.
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di stinction is wvital. |t all ows csoemme nctee rveh
reaffirmi®@gu@hmpehchhbhbility. I n doing so, t
veteran testimony without allowing that test

Anot her dynamic is also at play. As explo
public |ife (like Churchill) often serve as
national continuity. Figures sthohw & eCd mtddivn
veteran can come to embody the emoti o@mal cor
aut hority I S not easily di scredi ted wi t ho
commemoration itself. Hi smoroy ceulitsurter ursota ba<x
force, but as part of its mor al |l andscape, h

but as an exteonsrporafi hgemol emnity and huma
to remain within the moral community, whi |l e

nati onal virtue remains intact.

At firstBBC aNeoamsmetnite secti on appears to e
BBC Brepalttastwi th many users &@xpobesapgpgaadmt e
However, the tone directed at the BBC itseltf
included praisé fdercitshenCdrop el atifem m Gr egg,
a focal point of criticism.@Sdwarcdl @d oonimenr ti
exhibiting biasd amd aberesant g ntgh et*Memidrtelr evri e ws e |
chardgedypical BBC Dbl aming the &oweanrc aprs ut mé i Br
recurring grievance QGuhaartdi edhiest @8 BICs h & k ie o ntah

overemphasising British culpabi®ity and igno

25BBC News, Faceb

ook video, comment 26.
26 pid., comment 454.
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Even ostensibly positive comments often
Remar k& f]i kelly the BBC broadcastdi snpinmat hkao
such programming is a rare departure from t
within an ot her Wi Siemidiasrtlryu sdtehdee ocal yapi unh . tthhaet B |
broadcast an unbalanced, and sone ewopdrdi esmge
promote onlyorenafoeoiesawpot he be@ i BFf st ot cdlhec:
routinely | &&Tkhse ifroddrotwii anlgi tsydait li @mé peixepd loir seesd |
this senti mdgsntt, esutsiimmogn yGrrneogtg t o advance his

institutional distrust and boost reader enga
A Fifth Col Mannli @€bHmemt er s and Victor Gregg

I n Februarmbyai2l@8Mandéhed a fierc® covenageue off
Dresden anniversary, positioning RAF veter
defenders of the W&Emphaswai nigme hbes,s0alqd i afiércnee
who di ed @ftchre Briietceei npresented these Yeteran
For mer Defence Minister Sir Gerald Howarth \

Onei ded Ganadasht ng himself aglprotector of th

Such rhetoric was centr al to a narrative
cover agerespect failnvtia etdh ee maitri menra | responses
mor al V¥Hd wmd®i tosnt. a, bce memmggest that those respo

on a par with Hitlé&heiightemeab stdleutset askiessg r apc

A7 pbi d. , comment 199,

28 pbid. , comment 412,

2Br own and Bains, 60BBC6s Insult to Hero Pilotso.
250 pi d.

Bl pi d.

%21 pid.
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approach not just as misgufied,s histe af fewrad

| anguage ai med to f oMaexl| pexi tdiedmtaes rmaraaniiny

Howa® t butrage centred on Victor Gregg, é
bombi ndde wa@i twalry cri me. The &r taiccloas nltisg bolfi gvlot
children among the victims, while criticisin
who expressed no guilt, an i mbal &hlchee pcrleesaen:

i mplication was that® tchrei tBBcG | p raicvciol-eegreodt oGr per

readi ng &GofwaBr ietfdiomr t .

The article fur @hemworuand earumihnoerdi tGr ebgyg f e a't
25 ear RAF veteréAhe BBE€ shgumdnhaye had somec
of Bomber Commandt bosé hateopkbeadonelds iwhmpl ired k
that | egitimate testimony comes from those w
witnesses | i ke Gregg, whose status as a Po

deci ®i ons.

This intervention exemplifieghiwhmatr cBr ewn
her @i sant domi@@atemmMemormaani ve culture, where
above alll to those whose military roles ali
sacrifice, and ®hAast itomeayl moetdee,mptt dgwennr deecreendt  aansc

racialised ddbiitmagy mbbme ot S mo f n a ICiO& mi&a Cri s

pandemi c) has reinforced a rigid symbolic e
whit e, mal e;asandi atembatar e deemed appropr
23 bi d.
24 bi d.
50 bi d.
®6Christopher. S. Browning and Joseph Haigh, OHierarcl
of Militarized DVrcagi ¢ tlsd BP@shidREi oebnacbe, St udi s 3QEannreenly

https://doi.org/10.1093/isagsq/ ksac026.
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identif’Brcaifsd oen.t er venti on thus functioned as
t hat only Bomber Command veterans should spe

|l egiti mate memdy yhr caedcarstetntgi Galeggr i ti que as

Yet @&regagse complicates even this framewo
mar gi nal observer, but a white, mal e veter .
mul tiple theatres. By the demographic and ex

Hai g h, he ought to sit comfortably within th
refuses to endorse the redemptive narrative

Dresden as a moral rupture, he is symbolical

Il n the comment section, the experiences
over bo®ha6&ceggt and that of contemporary c
family members, spoke of théfhe amcmepeweréen
cemtrue heroesé they knevw®Theygma@r exg Iciomse
expressed admiration f or Mahidn aciornndeenmn i cnogm ntehnet
its perceived disrespect. Unli ke the more re
was near undoéforemporthe gBB@ dp atereino thii a.s eRle aachar s
t he Corégcoornasttiaonnt cr i ti dasimsol uo efdgywai shheseae e enr
twisting the acrd@®@miyimi shtBaslhaumBgu€aehsan8rioadc

Corpo@®™dtion

Many <criticisms appeas efdr anoi nsgt,e nwiftrho ns ot nhe
even speculating that readers were reacting

of th& B8B8Cerage. A few chall Mapéd mtiisirepdyersam

27 pid., p. 1.
2%8Br own and Bains, 6BBC6s I nsult to Hero Pilotso., corl
B9 pid. , comment 267 and comment 205.
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the broadcast. dOndeonnslereve mah&eBBC criticise
are makid¥gndttheuwp.ar gudsd onhlayt ofhfee nBRIBRG fvasi g |
Vi ewpoint s, to question, t o pr ovM&jel wwhhoo ugh
continuously serve up-dolwe, samagimy ssitdeea, c ala yjgrh

wing réibbish.

Yet this dissent i n turn drew fierce reb
t heir (unverified) |l ocation in Kuala Lumpur
BBGdel i beratel yDmesdempr as@ntfeed aeduedear clved |
progr é@Mmbee accusation t hdaé wr ihted( BBiCsitwisrsylgeud ste
@ropaganda s &r vwacse af oprartthhecuBHlar concern for

broader anxieties about nati onaBr esxoivte reo lgintt

cli ffat e.

Such tensions mani fested I n s ome partic
describe@d@dt pat BB, whi nanisng,h eh a ndbaessotnndyiietis gheacd
while mocking Gimd@mnimoerrégdhlindsa schisl | i ng escal
commenter suggested that BBC ,atnaf fadddledulhed yh e
took some shrapnel and stopFdhia fhewtidungs,
deep contempt for media professionals seen a
not all comments reached this | evel of aggr

the EBBQGak up the BBC i mmediwabeky . éh®tohuesresr t

260 |
261 |
262 |
263 |
264 |
265 |
266 |

mme and comment 123.
mme
mme
mme

mme

and 964.

COTCOTCOTCUTUCT
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OO0 000
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decried BBC @ooluirtniaclailsltyy cdmstrrexyti ng aa toompl et

institu®i onal trust.

Ami d this f&ernvaonuer ,waGsr eg@gnspi cuously scarc
only 11 mentioned him directly, compared to
di scussed, some commenter-Baddf er Hed iwamsmnd hiemrw

iwere youd. .bl &Hme dtilden ai r menéhow dar e ou po

But these remarks rarely gained traction. |In
| eWwitng, ignor adti,f tahn d’PDwenpastta cul arly point
Gre®gcli @iumm what | &lave inev2mre ssekeem women and

befbase ei ther naRueveel loy? dlibsenmo nyesst :must have sl
bombing of innocent civilians in Liverpool,

Where does the BB€ find these peopl e?

This commené obownnsp@Geafgygto eyewitness aut

his failure to acknowledge British civilian
as a bearer of mor al i nsight, but as a sel ec
faglitom reco@mnowe Brctiamhood. It positioned C

as an outsider whose views were unrepresent :
the BBC had sought oua pmarst ipeulsgprecddgeredd or aid
t hat It was no |l onger a trustworthMadlati one

concer n.

However, as mMatdd d eartl iad wa ytalte o e at Wir £lg gh
Il n its circulation of extracts from his me mi
%7l pid., comment 427.
268 phid. , comment 1040 and comment 108.
269 phid. , comment 888
20 pi d. , comment 356.
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controversial critic, but as a harrowing wit
editorial tone prioritised emotional i mmedi a
Gre@gown words, their captions and headlines
inviting critical di stance. eXkreublDaBb eaertr de
ci vil i d@nusr nbeedi nignt ogwh umént hteamad megs of t hodse bei
fillinmdgThene2®Id .article f&Eamiuteesthbeil edi al h

on, the most horridfli ceavielry rveiavdi do fa ctchoe@At! |yioeud
Ter ms émach éaddenod i dbi Maihladhedecr i e® fi mamihreg ,B

went wunchall enged.

Simil aMagtovereaged of elGe eiggi 0 nGoaopdp eMa ramicregs
Bri tagpiprearances in 2019 and 2020 again highl
remar ks¢ heucthiadren meltedp?® het heboenast vel e
consistent!| ysudaed®roirbedhaphias@ne ek waphr ase
| i @e¢ ue 6bodr onod al immp e r atdinselbelfd neved happe
endowed his account wit®hl sotédmniabpeace wmdr al
target |l i ke the BBC, there was seemingly no

di sl oyal

Vi ctor Gregg, 61l Watched as They Sank to the Ground
Account of British PoWMaadaldmtlliihreF®dbesden BOMH| ngd,
https:// www. dai | y-ln@ab B 3wBabt /chhkefelix é va sy/s doraddii g ¢ 8 eno-k B a me
astonascsbteBargtPiO¥hau-Dhe sldembi ng. ht mi [ accessed 12 May 20

22?Victor Gregg and Rick Stroud, o6lnto the Inferno: A
Mail OnlliZheFebruary 2020 httops:-79 WivAvGisnafi diryreeoair s. co. uk/ n
horri-¥i waiadcleAunth e hb-Dngs den. ht mi [ accessed 12 May 2025]
Rory Tingle, 6é6British PoW Due to Be MahdtOniltilnr esden
February 2019 https:// w@&®98a2a6bIly Biasvbasekd.t elstbemAvis / ar t i cl

kiltleetrdeousands. ht ml [ accessed 8 July 2024]; Lara Keay
into PsychopaMaiol bl 1Y afk esb rOndr,y 2020 https:-// www. dai l
7999149 fbornebssdnagns\ ivee@ o - @B o eMlor n-Bmigy 8damni ver sary. ht ml [ ¢
8 July 2024] .

24 bi d.
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Did this |l ead to a shift in the public re:
or diMaittlsel f become suspect for platforming
evidence. On the 2015 eelxitefactto soenee cucsmeme netxsp r
who wunderstand tdceonhtorrarsotri nogf tDhree ssdeemt i me n't '
attackingf oorhedaBBOhg t @ @Ot seuss wbresderss i my
commenter | amendBeappaeenttadef sbapwtho evmmgage
actually there, and k abs n gdfoa dntebmadlglobi yboyb i tu p
Mational i s&%Psi mirlogpra gfarnudsat r at i ons surfaced in
even Victor GregdyAwWhACT WAL Loyn et hpeurte iwbth,ewas t h

now being?denigrated.

Certainly, vehement criticisms of Gregg
numer ous users questioning his &lhargctMer &née
il donbel iE&NThey dider adandirui 1 imgt h used to den

recurred i Nixev drhalt posut :can sit there in a

a)

because of whatathey. di°Ihepeughetigmi cal att
projection strategies, redirecting mor al di s
senil e. Sever al comment er s &idil zeGdo ban sBhaidy ea @
confused to grasp t heé&®Tshu psp oosveed | moeockess, s iatsi eLsy na
the interpretive richness ofdtaewe faoulmeat tienr od
narrate the pasa&?3Drhaawni nygo uonng efri npdeionpglse i n neur

that while memor§@tthanges swnobhrageon&to thi

2’Gregg, O6Account of British POW Victor Gregg caught i
2% bid., comment 51.

2"KeadyDr esden Survivor Says BombicowgmdA6érned Him into P
TingBejti sh PoW Due to Be Shot incoOmmedenloé. Day RAI
’®Gregg, O6Account of British POW Victor Gregg caught i
0KeadyDr esden Survivor Says BombicogméTfardé&®.Him into P
2BlAbr a®rsg | Hiheset,p py 90.
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memory is |l ess acute or reliable than that o

what is infortant to us.

Ot hers evens tatratwus Ga€gg prisoner of war
remardkeevd ,i s he brave? He was ad POWggeaswiwmgi m
captivity and | ack of combat agené&3Anwndhemrmin

asked paédlowt wdluyd a POW possibly know the com

bombi ng hadThios hratpeptenr?i c al move reclassifie:
mi sgui ded, but as ,somberldecottainigy | uwvegualeixfpiee
military |l ogic and reinforcing the idea that
l egi tMaacwygh uncommon, these comments expose
Bri®acol tur al i magination, where narratives

As Cl are Makepeace has described, Britist

often struggled to articulate their experier

martial *®Thderancgma of surrender, often int
clashed with dominant wartime ideals of hero
to assimilate into the nati ewnaal Borairtraatni vseh o
greater inter esderimi ctahlodltsyea ewshéom plegadde qui et er ,

testimonies of e%@&at &n aseomapnhdatss estev dvehaalt.n cets ca p
common experience: only thirty British RAF

Germanyéreached eitherd®Bmi tnminry o re&rmpeaucttcrogul n Gtr

21 bid.

BKeadtyDresden Survivor Says Bombicogmiéfar 88®@. Him into P
%TingBejtish PowWw Due to Be Shot incoOmmseden565. Day RAI
2%5Cl ar e MaCkaeppteiavcees, of War : Briti sthhSefPc o8 d n Ao &Gad b WiaMag e i n
Cambridge University Press, 2017).

2] pid., p. 230.
®Juliette Pattinson, Lucy Noakes, and Wendy Ugolini,
Second Wodroludr nvéalr 6o, f War, &7 .Cul(t2u0r1e4)S,t upd.i els8 2.
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conforms to the heroic prisoner narrative: ¢
and narrowly escaping execution after sabot ¢
reframe this experience, cadteinrcge, c dptti vaist ye vr

passttetgby disqualifying Gregg from the mor

Il n this @&avagge, Grbgggraphy, and testimony \

refute his argument than to cast doubt on hi

direct engagement with the ethical i mplicat
cel ebrat edan coul d be di smi ssed SO readily
contr adioctbiMonr;ieader séThis is the best gener a
forget and all that... unless®f®theyohage sa, d

highlighted the con@i auohmalri dynamhcprevi Guec

t he backl ag$sh ctoovetrtaggeBBE t he Dresden anniver

Gregg, that bore the brunt of <criticism. Bu
Greggmemoirs and interviews, he I pasiltegpae
particularly the heroism of the RAF. As suc
broader media debate, but the direct source

This distinction profoundly shaped the e

int er gernosuipefifwveictty (bll &dake efapfnedct ( BSE) oper ated he

orthodox and untempered fashion. | SE predi ct
l atitude, so long as thei’®Buti sesene¢ Gseg@@rial
bombing a war c¢crime and condemned British |e
then activated with full force: he was subj e

%KeadyDresden Survivor Says Bombicogmeéfiar ®3édé. Him i nto P
®See al-Kai Aan&ei man and Tina C. Killoran, &éWhen Grouj
the Black Sheep and | doergadupfSE&xpiet i wie nlyOadE H({Re0c2i 32)d,, |
1712,
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status, but because of it. His critique, 1iss

was felt as particularly disruptive.

I n this instance, the BSE did not merely
Gregg was —recast not just as disloyal, but
i magined community of real vetiead aln sma rHo esu \crae

became a way to strip him of combatant st a
undeserving of moral authority. OhRki £omaent &

POW, was being ihwehlid hf ars & pweairf icarcitnueal |y cr it

as do many Germansé Those pilots were heros
wrong with [the] country now, is its popul at
[ s#%Tlhis attack is not merely personal, nor
ideol ogical effort to police the -peucedpties.

Ker en TeWeenbliatotncept of medi ated prospec

the intensitYAsf sthiei argeepsonsme.mory work is
anticipatory: public narratives about t he |
interpretations i mply for the future. Me d i
prospecti wda nagctwhoan, isshar emembered and what [

neced%Grrefg.gaccount threatens to de®&Gtahbilime

|l egacy. It evokes empathy with enemy <civil i a
and introduces mor al ambiguity into a sacred
i's not merely recoll ecogiveal itntear verteirpm,et
et hical reckoning and potenti al revision of

0KeadtyDresden Survivor Says Bombicogm@éTfiar 8@ . Him into P
PlKer en TeWeeinnbboliamt t, 6Bridging Collective Memories and
Medi at ed Pr os gLeoaamtmuwne Tchhearnym2ny .62p 021013 ) ,

221 pbi d.
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commenter captured thisdGdyeamtcawdot hesaddoat
wi || have started World War Two, and the EU

snowfl ake | iber a@fPs cherry pick history.

These comments reposition Gregg not as a
internal t hreat aslabgonteadg ewi tlhn ndaotiinogn aslo,s etlhfey
enduring trope i n Bdintimy hoWpAssh iDroirceayl drehneotnosrtirc
Conservaddwae woimhlme ke nherited and reani mat ed
strategies thaté& datt tea dilacxcokroda olddTfdith &c mie rkeerss o f
198%Fhe enduring pattern is theacaeeamidcscati
servants, iWhoadcassard to erode naéewdtrmtee pri
pa¥tThesealsthe d eddeogt r oy i n@arex tmoetmi setshed yy amreo n

enemies of th#%® imagined nation.

Gregg, once | auded as a veteran, i's now
i ber al gui | t, or a stooge for revisionist
descri kimsemsnitthebahe!l e &r e udft GBAreictommidrs ng t o Be
t heent r al 6otfe cclomiscerev at i ve memory pokoiatliacnsc eh a s

shéreeagar di 6g cBrl iotngan moriaslt oirryvent ory that ack

I nfernod, comment 355.

2Gregg and Stroud, o6lnto the
he Great Divider? Pri me Mi

h
2%See chapt®isrbeg Romaet, O0T
and the Emergence of the UK ACulture MaAgadbnstand Pet e
Wo kde F i g hlait reepetntitde s hi Tidwa i chs a Ver yt HieCutlitsuhr eVeWasrisoon o f
Populism, Social Fracturesedanbiy®md enaBecrahetCoammd nRa@ah a o
(London: Routl edge, 2024)
Dor,eyThe ConseifWaat iAge i &isPhaiVibz. e

2%5ee Emma Bell, O6Policing the culture wars in contemj
Kiltppl3@als

%"See Raphazle Kilty. o6Conpcp2uls2i0o9nd i n Bonnet and Kilty
%Tom Bentley, 6fACulture Waro: The Contradictions of C
over the Br iHtaindl ofoHPpoidbrmetdi,c si, no6d .MebmporMari a M2l ksoo ( Che
El gar Publish4di4dg, 2023), pp. 33
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insofar as they do not outwei gh, or under mi i
excepti®nalism.

Gremgrefusal to conform to this memory t
Rat her than confront his c¢cl ai ms, commenters
identity. One wuser mocked&t heset mbag!l wi mpl i

rejoifhdaelrl: we apologise for Col umbup&¥c] for
The point here 1 s not rebutt al but ridicul e
absurdity and reasserts the authority of a

worl dview, to question Brigreofhocoddyctunipatmo

I n such di scur si ve environment s, what at
mechani s@. ciGrieiggue i s not addressed on its o
Ger man atrocities, the Blitz, or the bombin

function of dwhatadiomects mattsenti on from the s
arguably similar ca9¥®Theseowhetsorianaloppoma!
buttressed by broader for mdBlaiof Omdommentditslkemea
the most upvoted responses routinely reframe

suffering, or dehumanised the German popul at

A closer examination of the Word Trees (F
of this retributive |l anguage. Rather than br
60t hey sowed the wind & reaped nhéet whabt wpihdf
t hat oper at er misnatthhonugg hal i c h®s . The visual d

depl oyed as -amdkd otiocalggdeadi vely shut down

2 hid., p. 344.
SWKeatyDr esden Survivor Says Bombicowgm@éfiar 3ed Him into P
MTracy Bowell, 6é6WhataboutismbnfdhmalGdaBdgi Cl1AA@28pPdo9and

91) .
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remembering, dismissing German suffering as
to engage with the moral complexities of the

those ®bme ddi. smi ssed the needAmari sghstalyco

savage. snowf | a®%Tsh eg edenraawfélha ki @s. pdrsfiacrlms a p.
telling i1ideological functi on. As Darcy Leig
sensiti-skimmedhinhey are infantilised, f e mi
emotional, intellalkhkyalill3¥& gyediknmadu@ ddoipspstecrt ti eorn

Leigh notesdramed oadi palt yfit o®ndr ag ehrear atth aom af
expression by an individual wi ©o¥Thkeeioaphtit
coll apses dissent into weakness and emoti on

undeserving of engagement.

3Gregg and Stroud, o6lnto the Infernob6., comment 463.
38sSee Darcy Leigh, 6From Savages to SnhRewilakesf Race :
I nternati,ondad. 4SF®N0I2e3s) , 76

Wy phid., p. 773.
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Fi gdi3eCommenter JuyReapicthei médvalrwiind War

The Hell and devastation Germany created was many times greater th:

Yes it was horrific but so are a lot of things in war. Dont forget Coventry and
Should have stayed out of Poland.

. . i " And that they did. The Germans cared, not a jot for civilians; as is evidenced t
WhIrIWInd knew that they would lose the war at that point, t
The Germans - . ) ;
the " . were consistently far more frightful than the Allie:
< .

, don't seed the wind.

and they did.............. but don't forget, Warsaw, Rotterdam, Coventry, the Blitz and the «
whirlwind'
whirl wind
rea p 5 harvest. Our whole being was to win or be taken over, we had to win, fullstop !
\ Whirlwind afterwards.
and the German people wreaked carnage and destruction o
- Germany - i L
| got what it deserved. If Britain had had access to an Atom b
| L Bomber command were heroes as were all our armed forces, including one o
| War is a brutal weapon, quite often the innocent pay the ultimate price but Ge
you SOw- -
-~ what Brunhilde.
| ! War is War, and they didn't mind how many civilians they killed in our cities.
in life

it's was one of the tools that was used to stop them . It's brutal but
!
they sowed.
!

sympathy from the people that were victims of their onslaught!



