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THE MIGRATION CONFERENCE 2025

Since the first event in 2012, the Migration Conferences have drawn thousands
of attendees from around the world. These conferences have been hosted in
various cities, including Mexico City (2024), Hamburg (2023), Rabat (2022),
London (2012, 2014, 2021, 2025), Prague (2015), Vienna (2016), Athens (2017),
Lisbon (2018), Bari (2019), and Tetovo/London (2020). The 14th Migration
Conference was hosted by University of Greenwich, London, UK. This event
serves as a global forum for academics, policymakers, practitioners, students,
and others interested in engaging in meaningful debate and research-driven
discussions on the impacts of human mobility worldwide. We are hoping to
meet many of you in Bratislava next year.

Supporters of The Migration Conference

Universities

e  University of Greenwich, London, UK (TMC 2025 Host)

e  Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico City, Mexico (TMC 2024 Host)
e  CENTRUS - Centro Transdisciplinar Universitario para la sustentabilidad
e International Business School (IBS), Manchester, UK (2021-2024)

e  University of Notre Dame, USA

e El Colegio de Mexico, Mexico

e Universitit Hamburg, Germany (TMC 2023 Host)

e  Mohammad V University, Rabat, Morocco (TMC2022 Host)

e  South East European University, N. Macedonia (TMC 2020 Host)

e  University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy (TMC 2019 Host)

e  University of Lisbon, ISEG and IGOT, Portugal (TMC 2018 Host)
e  Harokopio University, Athens (TMC 2017 Host)

e  University of Vienna, Austria (TMC 2016 Host)

e  Charles University Prague, Czech Republic (TMC 2015 Host)

e  Hefei University, Sino-German Economic Development and Innovation
Research Centre, P.R. China

e Ruppin Academic Centre, Israel

e  Ruhr-Universitit Bochum, Centre for Mediterranean Studies, Germany
(2019-2023)

e  Social Sciences University of Ankara, Global Migration Research Centre,
Turkey
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e University of Nottingham, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, China
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e West Ukrainian National University, Ternopil, Ukraine

e Yasar University Jean Monnet Migration Chair, Turkey

e University of Bari, Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche, Italy (TMC 2019 Host)

e Regent’s University London Centre for Transnational Business and
Management, UK (2018-2021)

e Regent’s University London Centre for Transnational Studies, UK (2011-
2018)

e University of California Gifford Center for Population Studies

e Danube University Krems, Austria (2011-2017)

e Albrecht Mendelssohn Bartholdy Graduate School of Law, Germany (2019-
2023)
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FROM RULE OF LAW TO RULE OF FORCE: MIGRATION,
BORDERS, AND THE RISE OF SECURITISATION

Ulki Sezgi Sézen and Ibrahim Sirkeci'

The 13th edition of The Migration Conference, hosted by the University of
Greenwich in London, UK, in June 2025, once again served as a vital global
forum for migration studies. As the executive team members of the conference,
we are pleased to confirm that nearly 100 parallel sessions took place. In this
selection of papers, we present over 60 concise research contributions that
collectively offer a vivid, if often sobering, portrait of contemporatry global
human mobility.

The papers featured herein reaffirm that migration is the defining phenomenon
of our era, fundamentally reshaping societies, economies, and legal systems.
What emerges most prominently is the growing tension between the legal and
policy frameworks designed to regulate mobility and the complex, often
spontaneous realities of migrants’ lived experiences. Spanning from Chile to
China and Japan to Iceland, the scholarship engaged here confronts this tension
directly, calling for a multidisciplinary approach that moves beyond single-lens
analysis.

From a legal and policy perspective, the proceedings reveal a concerning trend:
the escalating externalisation and secutitisation of borders. The ‘Migration, Law
and Policy’ section documents how states and supranational bodies increasingly
delegate migration control to transit countries — an approach that often
prioritises containment over international protection obligations. For instance,
one paper analyses Nigeria’s role as a crucial hub on West African migration
routes, highlighting its entanglement in externalisation regimes and raising
critical questions regarding the right to asylum and non-refoulement,
particularly in resourced-limited border zones. Similarly, another contribution
critiques the administrative accountability of FRONTEX, emphasizing the

! Dr. Ulkii Sezgi Sézen, LL.M., University of Hamburg, Faculty of Law and the Albrecht Mendelssohn
Bartholdy Graduate School of Law, Germany.
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Sirkeci, International Business School, Manchester, UK.
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expanding oversight role of the European Ombudsman as the Agency’s reach
broadens, a development critics argue may deepen the externalisation of EU
borders.

This legal hardening occurs amidst a political landscape increasingly shaped by
populist far-right rhetoric, which a paper exploring its impact on migration
discourse scrutinises. This environment fosters a “politics of isolation”,
challenging established human rights standards. For example, the analyses of
policies concerning unaccompanied minors in the US and EU demonstrate the
substantial legal and ethical challenges involved in protecting vulnerable
children in this context. However, hope persists within the law itself: studies
from Germany show that human rights-based discourse can still be invoked to
address systemic legislative flaws, such as the Asylum Seekers’ Benefits Act
(AsylbLG), thus opening pathways for social justice and legal reform, even amid
political resistance. Crucially, the papers also highlight the urgent need for legal
reform to close the protection gap for climate-displaced persons, a gap starkly
evident in the Nigerian context, where existing legal frameworks largely
overlook drivers such as desertification and coastal flooding.

Research on labour, demographics, and geography demonstrates that migration
flows are rarely halted by legal barriers; instead, they are diverted into more
hazardous and complex routes. The conference provided detailed, granular data
on the socio-economic realities underpinning these movements. Several
contributions examine the critical role of remittances, investigating their impact
on poverty and inequality across diverse contexts, from Western Balkan
countries and Afghanistan to the socio-economic wellbeing of Gulf migrants’
families in India.

The papers also map the evolving landscapes of transit and destination, with the
‘Migration Geographies’ section carefully tracing trans-Saharan pathways and
onward migration experiences, such as the resilience of Rwandan refugee
women in Cameroon. Mobility is inherently linked to the search for identity and
belonging. The ‘Identities and Integration’ section offers profound insights,
including how Chinese immigrants in Hungary negotiate their sense of mother
tongue and the challenges faced by unaccompanied children in Turkey as they
navigate Berry’s acculturation strategies — strategies that, if unsuccessful, risk
marginalisation, and thus demand urgent policy intervention.

However, the geographic picture extends beyond movement alone,
encompassing the social ecologies within host communities. A paper, for
instance, on ‘Lived Diversity in Germany’s Migration Landscape’ contrasts
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longstanding Turkish-origin residents with post-2015 Muslim immigrants,
revealing how intergroup relations are shaped by historical trajectories and
shifting power dynamics. Another study on transnational gentrification in Sicily
highlights the contradictions associated with lifestyle migrants, who, despite
being marketed as catalyst of urban regeneration, may deepen socio-economic
inequality and displace vulnerable local populations.

Finally, the ‘Skilled Migration and Wellbeing’ papers shift focus to the human
cost of global mobility. A scoping review synthesises determinants of mental
health and wellbeing among young migrants, identifying migration itself as a risk
factor for severe mental illness. Alongside studies examining trauma among
asylum seekers at the US-Mexico border, these contributions underscore the
psychological toll associated with migration, whether voluntary or forced, and
emphasize the need for trauma-informed, accessible healthcare policies.

This volume stands as a strong testament to the Migration Conference’s
founding mission: to foster a global, multidisciplinary dialogue on a frank and
friendly platform with academic rigour and encouraging openness. Migration
challenges — ranging from border externalisation and integration of
unaccompanied minors to the economics of remittances, transit geographies,
and trauma — cannot be addressed within a single discipline. Legal frameworks
must adapt to demographic realities, and policymakers must ground their
decisions in the social and economic insights generated by empirical research
albeit academic efforts have been largely overlooked by media and politics.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all leaders, staff and students at the
University of Greenwich School of Law and Criminology for their warm
hospitality. We encourage readers of this volume not 