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These possessions — often referred to as patrimonio (patrimony) — are understood to have
been handed down from prior generations and intended to be handed down in turn to future
generations. In Mexico, this mode of characterizing possessions as inalienable property has been
extremely vigorous, especially in subsoil resources, collectively held land, and “cultural properties.”
In each of these domains, the loss of such patrimonial possessions poses a direct threat to
the collective, not only to its current members but to past and future members as well.
(emphasis mine)

(Elizabeth Emma Ferry, “Envisioning Power in Mexico: Legitimacy,

Cirisis, and the Practice of Patrimony™)

And upon the triumph of the armed movement, a group of generals, feeling that they had the
right to the patrimony of all the people, took over the government, turning it into the
supreme government, and therefore masters and lords of the destiny of the nation.
(emphasis mine)

(Javier Contreras Orozco, “El martir de Chihuahua:

historia de una persecucién”)
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Abstract

This thesis is a study of a series of events in Mexico (1929-1940) that is sometimes known as La
Segunda Cristiada or the Second Cristero War. Its focus is primarily on religious and other conflicts
in Chihuahua, an essential borderland state in Mexico’s north. | have created a regional study
focused on the liminal position and impact of identified “others” on the culture and conflicts of the
decade of the 1930s in Chihuahua. Competition for patrimony, including resources, rights, and that
which was considered as customary to the northern pueblo are the critical struggles in these
important late-revolutionary years. This time period was a caldo mixto (mixed stew) of events that
individually may not seem that important but collectively give us insight into the late or
postrevolutionary Mexico, especially in the north.'

The lens through which this study has led me is to frame these conflicts as that of lost,
forgotten, or stolen patrimony, both locally and nationally. The Mexican Revolution contributed to
and failed to offer solutions to such desires and needs on the part of everyday Mexican citizens.
Liminal “others” migrated into Mexico to compete for these patrimonial resources. They
contributed much to the conflicts in Chihuahua. Governments had their own concept of patrimony
where they decided what was best for the local campesino (a native of a rural or country area) and

the federal identity slowly emerging from the revolution. This thesis emphasizes the role of the

' Throughout this thesis, the reader will be confronted with two terms to refer to the 1930s in Mexico. They
are postrevolutionary and late-revolutionary. These are differentiated by the specific author’s understanding of the
length of the Mexican Revolution. As | will explain in the body of the thesis, some historians, including myself take a
long view of the revolution in the north, from the 1890s through the 1930s. Thus, | will use the term late-
revolutionary to refer to the 1930s. Other historians prefer shorter time frames for the length of the revolution, from
ten years (1910-1920) or more. From their perspective, the 1930s are postrevolutionary years. Either term is
accurate, depending on the perspective and interpretation of the historian.
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“everyday” agrarian Chihuahuense of the early twentieth century. Competing patrimonies were a
crucial element in the conflicts of the 1930s.

| am proposing through my study to answer four questions regarding this time of local and
regional conflicts:

1 Was there indeed a pattern of religious and other conflicts sufficiently unified in
purpose to justify whether or not La Segunda Cristiada in Chihuahua is worthy of
study as a singular mosaic or tapestry?

1 To what degree were those involved in those conflicts successful in gaining or
restoring resources, rights, and an internal locus of control??

1 To what degree were state and federal governments effective in solving the existing
conflicts in 1930s Chihuahua!?

1 If my research informs me to answer the first question in the affirmative, is then the
term “La Segunda Cristiada” the appropriate appellation for the mosaic revealed as
further insight is gained into conflicts in 1930s Chihuahua??

The methodology includes visits to and interviews where conflicts occurred. Using both
primary and secondary sources | seek to understand the often conflicting nature of the accounts.
Chihuahuense anticlerical, ideological (educational), resource (land and water), and political

violence will each be explored in this thesis.

2 Stephen Nowicki, Choice or Chance: Understanding Your Locus of Control and Why It Matters (Amherst, N.Y .:
Prometheus Books, 2016). This book introduces the concept and differentiation found in internal locus of control, as
opposed to external locus of control. Semetimes locus of control is referred to as locus of power. The two terms are
basically synonymous.

3 Patricia Arias, 'Luis Gonzilez. Microhistoria e historia regional,' Desacatos, ndm. 21, mayo-agosto 2006,
[77-186, (p. 179). | am indebted to Professor Arias for her use of the term “mosaic” to refer to the regional historical
studies of Mexican historian Luis Gonzalez y Gonzilez.
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The main body of this thesis is composed of an introduction, four chapters, and a
conclusion. The regional scope and core thematic content pertain to the State of Chihuahua, the
largest state in Mexico by land mass and an essential element of what is known as the borderlands,
an impacted buffer region between the United States and Mexico. The core period of this thesis is
eleven years, from 1929 to 1940.

The Introduction provides an overview of the context, geographical scope,
historiography, methodology, and thesis organization.

Chapter One provides a brief historical background for the concept of a passion for
patrimony (lost heritage, rights, and freedom) as an integrating factor in the conflicts and violence
in 1930s Chihuahua. Chapter Two summarizes the specific culture, geography, and history of the
State of Chihuahua that created the spawning ground for the local acts of violence that haunted the
state in the 1930s and the silence | have found that surrounds them. It highlights Chihuahua as a
unique place of migration for “liminal others” who came to that state to live and why their very
economic success only led to further pre-existing local tensions and conflict.

Chapter Three deals explicitly with the anticlerical, ideological (mostly education), and
political violence that intersected to create the tapestry of La Segunda in Chihuahua. Chapter
Four highlights the conflicts related to the hunger to control natural resources (water, land (crops
and especially cattle), minerals, and timber. It also will analyze the newly emerging working class’s
desire for their rights and organization.

The Conclusion will combine the personal and professional insights and analysis gained in
the study of the events to answer the four questions mentioned in the Methodology section. It will
also include suggestions for further research into the religious and other forms of conflicts as they

manifested themselves in Chihuahua



Introduction

Historians may see what they are looking for, find what they are seeking, take an interest in what
fascinates them, and attach importance to what they believe to be significant. So, it has been with
the study of La Segunda Cristiada.* The historian of religion has found religious conflict; the historian
of agriculture sees droughts and disputes over land, while the military historian may specialize in a
study of its armed clashes between soldiers, guardia blanca, outsiders, and even their fellow
campesinos. In reality, each of these disparate conflicts is a piece of glass in the mosaic of what has
been called La Segunda Cristiada, the earliest reference to which | found from the [970s. In contrast,
according to Vaca, the first use of the term “cristiada” to refer to the First Cristero War in a literary

work was by former Cristero Luis Rivero del Val in 1952.°

Context

In Mexico, the Second Cristero War or La Segunda Cristiada (or simply La Segunda) was the
hidden and little-known offspring of La Primera Cristiada, better known as The Cristero War. La
Segunda was fought in the decade of the 1930s, reaching its apex between 1934 and 1938.° It was

characterized by isolated guerrilla-style ideological (political, educational, economic, and societal),

*In this thesis, in the words of Theodore Zeldin, “I am searching for the gaps people have not spotted, for
the clues they have missed.” See Theodore Zeldin, An Intimate History of Humanity (London: Vintage Books, 1998), p.
3.

> Luis Del Rivero Val, Entre las patas de los caballos (México, 1952); Agustin Vaca, Los silencios de la historia:
las cristeras (Jalisco, Guadalajara: El Colegio de Jalisco, 2009), p. 52, fn. 18.

¢ Both the start and end dates of La Segunda are subject to debates. In that sense it is a microcosm of the
Mexican Revolution itself. As will be seen, | take a long view of the revolution and am understanding La Segunda to be
the series of conflicts between 1929 and 1940.



sectarian (religious), and agrarian (natural resources) conflicts in extreme southern Mexico
(Tabasco, Veracruz, and Chiapas), the Central Belt (Puebla, Michoacan, Jalisco, and San Luis Potosi),
and the northwest (Chihuahua, Durango, and Sonora). Its geographical impact spread wider than
the Cristero War, which was primarily fought in the mid-1920s across central and west-central
Mexico. Because of limited scope and space, the uniqueness of its borderland’s location,
independent culture, and history of conflict, | am making the State of Chihuahua in Mexico’s
northwest the focus and context of this thesis.’

The First Cristero War had it all: a romanticized sense of duty, a large number of
participants, martyred priests, popular movies, novels, and scores of academic books and articles.?
Its antecedents were complex and often local, creating chaos and bloodshed throughout central
and west-central Mexico. In the words of its premier historian, Jean Meyer, it was an “immense
drama.” Using a play on Meyer’s term, and because of the seeming lack of primary sources, | have
deemed this thesis a study of the “Immense Silence.”

The use of this term is due to the scant attention La Segunda in Mexico, and especially in
Chihuahua, has garnered in the literature, the paucity of resources about the conflicts themselves,
and because of the vastness of Chihuahua’s topographical space. The better-known and studied
First Cristero War, with its drama, was declared “over” in the summer of 1929 but was, in reality,

never finished. After 1929, the First Cristero War also had its own period of enforced silence. The

7 Specific examples of these attributes of the State of Chihuahua will be provided in later chapters of the
thesis.

® Popular literature on The Cristero War includes Elena Garro, Recollections of Things to Come, The Texan
Pan American series (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1986); Jests Goytortla, Pensativa, 24th edn (México:
Editorial Porrta, 2002) and its movie adaption as Sucedio en Jalisco by Jests Goytortda, and the movie, For Greater
Glory, loosely based on the Cristero War with some imaginative scenes thrown in (2012).

? Jean Meyer, Pro domo mea: "La Cristiada" in the distance: Number 29 (CIDE, 2004), n.p. This is a form of an
apology and defense (at the same time) of a portion of what Jean Meyer had previous written about the causation of
the Cristero War.



Catholic Church officially discouraged any discussion of the war, its causes or the military
engagement of faithful Catholics. What retired Cristero General Aurelio Acevedo deemed, “la
conjura del silencio” (the conspiracy of silence) did not really end for faithful Catholics until the mid-
1940s.'°

In contrast, La Segunda was a series of local conflicts waged over the decade of the 1930s.
Its antecedents were less pronounced, and its disputes were rarely idealized. They garnered little
artistic attention or serious study compared to the First Cristero War. Popular and academic
publications paid less homage to these local yet often violent conflicts.'' Like the famous Mexican
murals of the 1920s and beyond, La Segunda portrays multiple isolated and disparate events and
those who lived them.'? La Segunda in Chihuahua had few, if any, heroes, although a few of its
martyrs, like Socorro Rivera and Father Pedro de Jesis Maldonado, had statues erected to
commemorate their deaths.'?

While the degree and nature of the conflicts deemed La Segunda varied widely across
Mexico, like its older sibling the Cristero War, La Segunda is often characterized as being basically
about tensions between church and state. The validity of that characterization varies by state. The

timing of the struggles varies by state or region as well. It is not accurate to characterize the entire

' Vaca, Los silencios de la historia, pp. 48-49.

"' Popular interest in La Segunda is reflected in the little-known novel, Antonio Estrada Mufioz, Rescoldo, 6th
edn (México: Jus, 201 1) set in Durango by Antonio Estrada and in the famous novel Graham Greene, The Power and
the Glory (New York: Penguin Classics, 2015) set in Tabasco. The latter was adapted into several movies and plays,
including The Fugitive (1947). Rescoldo was loosely portrayed by a movie released in 201 | with the title Los Ultimos
Cristeros. This movie was directed by Matias Meyer, a son of Jean Meyer. Rescoldo needs to be translated into English.

2 For an excellent study on the Mexican Muralism movement, see Antonio Rodriguez and Marina Corby,
Der Mensch in Flammen. A history of Mexican mural painting. Translation from Spanish and from German by Marina Corby.
(London: Thames & Hudson, 1969); Leonard Folgarait, Mural Painting and Social Revolution in Mexico, 1920-1940: Art
of the New Order (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998). One particularly poignant mural, José C. Orozco,
La Acechanza: Work of Art - Mural (Mexico City, 1926) deserves special mention. It is a particularly effective portrayal
of the conflicts between labor, the church, and the campesino in the Cristiada period.

'* There are several statues of Socorro Rivera in the Sierra Madre region. One is in Ejido Pefa Blanca, and
another is in Gémez Farias, both in Chihuahua. Statues of Father Maldonado are in several locations including the
Catholic cathedral in downtown Ciudad Juarez.



decade of the 1930s as “La Segunda.” Itis correct to recognize that decade as a period of time over
which conflicts took place, occasioned by different leaders, causes, and triggers for the violence.
Internationally, the decade of 1930 was a challenging experience in many parts of the globe.'*
The Holodomor famine and terror in Ukraine, ' the Manchukuo period under the Japanese in
Manchuria,'® and the Alzamiento Nacional, which led to the Spanish Civil War,'” were all times of
terrible loss and conflict, with appellations attached to them that are familiar to many.'® From distant
parts of the globe, for years, each of these people shared a sense of persecution and humiliation at
the hands of internal and external forces more powerful than themselves. Each conflict has been

granted a designated umbrella term for its time of trouble. La Segunda Cristiada in Mexico seems

' Eric ). Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991 (New York: Vintage Books a
Division of Random House, 1994), p. 37. Hobsbawm lists a number of hot spots in the world that together were the
“milestones of the way to war” referring to World War Il.

'> Bohdan Klid and Alexander J. Motyl, The Holodomor reader: A sourcebook on the Famine of 1932-1933 in
Ukraine (Toronto: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 2012). This work is a compilation of documents
related to all aspects of the Holodomor.

'¢ The Manchukuo Collection (Cambridge: Harvard-Yenching Library, 1900).
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/alma/99014391688020394 1 /catalog. This is a collection of all kinds of ephemera related to
the Manchukuo period housed in Harvard’s library,

'7 Antony Beevor, The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939 (New York: Penguin Books, 2006).
Beevor provides an excellent study of the causes, action, and results of the three-year-long Spanish Civil War,
including the support of Mexico for the Republican (losing) side.

'® In the 1930s, in Europe and in Brazil, under the leadership of Pope Pius XI the Catholic church began a
formal program of veneration of Christ as “Cristo Rey” or “Christ the King.” This movement, in reaction to Catholic’s
dissatisfaction with liberal democracies, for example in Portugal and Spain followed a similar movement in Mexico that
began as early as the 1910s in a response to rising anticlericalism during the revolution. For general information, about
the 20" century conflicts and rapprochements between the Church and liberal democracies, read: Michael . Perry,
‘Liberal Democracy and the Right to Religious Freedom’, The Review of Politics, 7 1.4 (2009), pp. 621-635. For the
1925 encyclical regarding the formalization of the veneration of Christ as King, see Quas Primas, Encyclical of Pope Pius
Xl on the Feast of Christ the King to our Venerable Brethren the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops, and other
Ordinaries in Peace and Communion with the Apostolic See: Pius XI - Encyclicals (1925)
<https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_I 1 121925_quas-primas.html>;
Cristo Rei Santuario Nacional do Cristo Rei, History of the National Shrine of Christ the King (2023)
<https://cristorei.pt/en/history/history-of-the-shrine>. For information on the implementation of Cristo Rey in
Brazil and Europe, see Cristo Rei Santuario Nacional do Cristo Rei, History of the National Shrine of Christ the King
(2023) https://cristorei.pt/en/history/history-of-the-shrine. For earlier instances of the existence of a Cristo Rey
movement in Mexico, including in the First Cristero War, see David C. Bailey, ;Viva Cristo Rey! The Cristero Rebellion
and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1974), pp. xi, 37, 88-89.



on its surface to be a sufficiently coherent, if not primarily hidden, series of events worthy of a
similar, unique, and specific sobriquet occurring over various times and places.

While a much more extensive and violent conflict, of the three named disputes El
Alzamiento Nacional had the most in common with La Segunda Cristiada.'” The causes of the
conflict in Spain were complex, including religious (anticlerical), ideological (secular education, for
example), and agrarian antecedents.” It is interesting to note that Mexico, under Lazaro Cardenas,
in defiance of largely either indifferent or pro-Franco opinion in small-town and rural Mexico,
supported the Republican (leftist) alliance which ultimately lost the war. Mexico supplied the
Republican forces with munitions and food. On the refugee front, Mexico accepted thousands of
children and adults from the areas in Spain that the Republicans had controlled.?’ As will be seen in
more detail in chapter four, Republican refugees from the Spanish civil war formed their own colony
in Chihuahua that was used both to provide a refuge and a location for smuggled goods and arms.

The series of conflicts known as La Segunda Cristiada were a complex set of protests (armed,
written, and full of speeches) spread over many of Mexico’s states. While the local impact of the
fighting could be severe, there were no large-scale, grand, and glorious battles. There were no
Celayas destined to determine the course of Mexican history.” La Segunda was a series of small,

pitched encounters in valleys, mountains, pueblos, and isolated rancherias. In the case of Chihuahua,

'% Stanley G. Payne, La Europa revolucionaria: Las guerras civiles que marcaron el siglo XX, Historia (Barcelona:
Espasa, 2012), Loc. 2727, 3509, 6077 Kindle Edition. This book characterizes the struggles in Mexico as important,
but stressing that the anticlericalism which occurred in Spain went “far beyond” that which occurred in Mexico.

2 Stanley G. Payne, The Spanish Civil War, Cambridge essential histories (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2012); Hugh Thomas, The Spanish Civil War, Modern Library war (New York: Modern Library, 2001). Both of
these books, while reflecting distinct analyses of the antecedents of the conflict, offer insights into the complexities of
the Spanish Civil War.

2 Beevor, The Battle for Spain, pp. 412-413; Lesley B. Simpson, Many Mexicos, 4th edn (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1966), p. 324.

22 The first and second battles of Celaya (a town in Guanajuato) in 1915 were determinative in the outcome
of the Mexican revolution. Constitutionalist forces under Obregdn defeated Conventionist forces under Francisco
Villa at both battles. For more details of these important battles see, Friedrich Katz, The Life and Times of Pancho Villa
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1998), pp. 490-494.



these also included armed conflict in the halls of the state congress. It involved small-scale battles
between soldiers and armed militias and armed militias against unarmed citizens. It might be best
characterized as a low-level civil war.? Savarino reminds us that in Chihuahua the Catholic
opposition to the government’s intervention in the life of the church was neither “alien” or
“lukewarm.”? Faithful Catholics were both socially active and involved in protest. Except for the
1929 Escobar rebellion, different from other states, the Chihuahuenses did not unite in militias to
fight medium or large scale battles.

La Segunda across Mexico was fought over ideological, resource, and predominantly,
religious conflicts. It established various forms of power and political control. In different ways, it
affected all types of small towns and rural northern Mexico. This impact included peons (those
laborers working on ranches, haciendas, or in mines), campesino (those living in the country,
perhaps working on ejido lands or small parcels that were privately owned), middle-class (store-
owners, merchants, ranchers), and wealthy (owning large estates or inherited wealth). It sometimes
settled grudges among all classes of society, often over a sense of betrayal, injustice, and loss.

In this thesis, | will evaluate whether or not, while on a lesser scale, the conflicts engendered
by the iconoclasm, anticlericalism, and ideological tensions of La Segunda were as harsh and
destructive to those they impacted as those of the Cristero War. The national scope of the smaller

scale La Segunda-styled conflicts was undoubtedly broader, from Chiapas to Chihuahua.

B Jean A. Meyer, De una revolucién a la otra: México en la historia (México D.F.: El Colegio de México Centro
de Estudios Histéricos, 2013), Location 5977. Meyer affirms that he had no data on hand about any armed Catholic
“suerillas” in the 1930s in the State of Chihuahua. The Catholic opposition in Chihuahua in the 1930s was indeed
composed of armed civilians protesting the passage of what they perceived as anticlerical laws related to the number
of priests, the closure of churches, and socialist educational policies.

2 Franco Savarino Roggero, ‘Catholics of the North: the Catholic Mobilization in Chihuahua During the
Religious Conflict’, International Journal of Latin American Religions, 4.1 (2020), 14-24
<https://doi.org/10.1007/s41603-020-00101-7>, (p. 14).



In northern Mexico, physical damage was most significant in Chihuahua’s neighbor to the
west, the State of Sonora. There, substantial destruction to church buildings, statues, and furnishings
was experienced. During the 1930s, governors of northern states initially allied themselves with the
Maximato — the power and reach of Plutarco Elias Calles. Later, sometimes reluctantly, they allied
with cardenismo, the rule and political philosophy of Lazaro Cardenas, a one-time Calles ally and
eventual nemesis.”

After studying the literature review, this thesis’s primary hypothesis is that the direct threat
of the loss of patrimonial institutions such as church, family, rights, property, and pueblo, together
with the accompanying values of each, catalyzed the tensions of the Second Cristiada. This process
was especially evident in the north, where revolutionary destruction and chaos produced a
generation of suffering. Both militants and victims of the Second Cristiada were motivated by what
they saw as hopelessness, hunger, destruction, poverty, and the concomitant anger that
accompanied such conditions. It seemed to every class that they lived with the daily threat of
violence and robbery.? These harsh realities were at the heart of the tensions of the 1930s.

By its very nature, the quest to preserve or restore the known, the familiar, and local control
was a competition between government, church(es), personalities, new and old hacendados, and
varied post-revolutionary period priorities and perspectives. The decade of the 1930s is sometimes

described as a journey from the rule of personalities to that of parties or a movement from

5 Mark Wasserman, Persistent Oligarchs: Elites and Politics in Chihuahua, Mexico, 1910-1940 (Durham: Duke
University Press, 1993), pp. 31-68; Jirgen Buchenau, The Sonoran Dynasty in Mexico: Revolution, Reform, and Repression
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2023); Charles H. Weston, ‘The Political Legacy of Lazaro Cardenas’,
Americas, 39.3 (1983), 383—405. The two chapters in Wasserman introduce the movement in loyalties between
powerful caudillos. Buchenau’s book is a new review of what is known as the Sonoran dynasty and its impact on the
politics and policies of Mexico for a generation.

% José Rivera Castro, ‘Situacién Social, Organizacién y Luchas Campesinas en México, 1928-1935’, Lugajos, 6
(abril-junio, 2015), 27-53.



caudillismo to corporations.”’ Rivera deems this decade as the political transition period of the
revolution.” The transition was often violent, uncertain, and inconsistent from state to state and
region to region. These interconnected competitions, connections, and ensuing conflicts are what
the reader should find in chapters three and four of this study.

Most leaders in the church hierarchy, especially in Chihuahua, opposed this second round
of armed conflict and violence. Like they did in the Cristero War, the Chihuahuense hierarchy used
the threat of excommunication to enforce its power to keep the laity from actively fighting.” In
Chihuahua, for example, in the absence of the hierarchy and clergy exiled in the mid-1930s, the laity
organized and forged ahead to keep the Catholic Church functioning, even in secret.®® By
strengthening their engagement, the role of the laity in the Catholic Church in Mexico was both
increased and changed.

Anticlericalism and iconoclasm were powerful forces in La Segunda. While northern Mexico
escaped most of the conflict and destruction of the Cristero War, it was not exempt from these

two anti-church manifestations during La Segunda.?' Unique forms of anticlericalism and iconoclasm

7 Rogelio Hernandez Rodriguez, ‘Strongmen and State Weakness', in Dictablanda: Politics, Work, and Culture
in Mexico, 1938-1968, ed. by Paul Gillingham and Benjamin T. Smith (Durham, NC: Scholars Portal, 2014), pp. 108-
[25; Wasserman, Persistent Oligarchs, pp. 50-67. Wasserman uses the term “personalist to party rule” to explain the
transition that occurred in Chihuahua in the 1930s.

2 Rivera Castro, ‘Situacién Social’, p. 27.

¥ Meyer, De una revolucion, Location 5905. Meyer stresses that the threats of excommunication by Bishop
Antonio Guizar y Valencia were effective in causing the effective Catholic social organizations in Chihuahua to avoid
moving from social activity to battle in the First Cristero War. His position was no different in La Segunda.

30 Franco Savarino Roggero, E/ Conflicto Religioso en Chihuahua, 1918-1937 (Ciudad Juarez, México: El
Colegio de Chihuahua, 2017). In Chihuahua, Catholic youth and women’s organizations were organized and very
active in the struggle against anticlericalism.

3! Adrian A. Bantjes, ‘The Regional Dynamics of Anticlericalism and Defanaticization in Revolutionary
Mexico’, in Faith and Impiety in Revolutionary Mexico, ed. by Matthew Butler (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007),
pp. | 11-130.



assumed ideological and personal characteristics not seen in the north since the Reform Wars when
liberal Benito Juarez fled to Ciudad Chihuahua for protection from conservative forces.*

Confiscation, sale, and change-of-use of Catholic Church properties, including schools,
became an everyday fact of life. The damage to physical structures: statues, altars, and furnishings
was less in Chihuahua than in neighboring Sonora, where many churches were destroyed. For the
first time since being given the prerogative in the 1917 Constitution, state governors exercised their
power to reduce or eliminate the number of priests registered to serve their states’ Catholic faithful.
Pious Catholic women engaged in the tension, whether serving in the ubiquitous parish altar
societies, hiding parish priests and sacred objects, or supporting the fighters by supplying needed
resources, including information on the movements of their enemies. **

The actual fighting, while scattered, was bloody and terrible. Balladeers sometimes wrote
corridos about the conflicts. These beloved folk songs could tell or exaggerate the tale via a familiar
and comfortable medium for the locals.** However, this warfare was one few involved wanted to
talk about or acknowledge after the fact. For this reason, La Segunda, especially in Chihuahua,

remained hidden like its many caves and remote hideaways. There was no “greater glory” to

32 For more information on anticlericalism during the Reform Wars, see Robert |. Knowlton, ‘Some Practical
Effects of Clerical Opposition to the Mexican Reform, 1856-1860’, Hispanic American Historical Review, 45.2 (1965),
246-256; Anselmo d. La Portilla, México en 1856 y 1857: Gobierno del general Comonfort, Republica liberal, obras
fundamentales (México D.F.: Instituto Nacional de Estudios Histéricos de la Revolucién Mexicana, 1987).

3 For more information on Catholic women’s engagement in the revolutionary time period, see Ben Fallaw,
Religion and State Formation in Postrevolutionary Mexico (Durham: Duke University Press, 2013), pp. 5-6, 25-28, 317; S.
E. Mitchell and Patience A. Schell (eds), The Women’s Revolution in Mexico, 1910-1953: Latin American Silhouettes
(Lanham Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2007); Patience A. Schell, ‘Of the Sublime Mission of Mothers of Families: The
Union of Mexican Catholic Ladies in Revolutionary Mexico’, in The Women’s Revolution in Mexico, 1910-1953, ed. by
Mitchell and Schell, 99—104.

3 For a review of the importance of the corrido in social memory, see Richard R. Flores, ‘The Corrido and
the Emergence of Texas-Mexican Social Identity’, The Journal of American Folklore, 105.416 (1992), 166—182; Luis R.
Hernansaez, Corridos zacatecanos contempordneos.: De Valentin de la Sierra al siglo XXI (homenaje a Cuauhtémoc
Esparza (México, 2015)
<https://www.academia.edu/28664766/El_corrido_zacatecano_comtempor%C3%A | neo_De_Valent%C3%ADn_d
e_la_Sierra_al_siglo_ XXI_pdf>.



proclaim. Neither government nor the Church trumpeted its part in this conflict. Antonio Estrada,
son of Duranguense Segunda Cristiada leader Colonel Florencio Estrada, authored a powerful novel
he titled Rescoldo (Embers), in which he described his father’s fighters as “wolves marked with
crosses on their hindquarters.”* It is a sad, tragic, and primarily melancholy account of the fighters
and the conflicts.

It Is not accurate to describe La Segunda in reductionist or simplistic terms. From an
organizational systems perspective, it was not a linear affair where step A reliably led to B and Ciin
sequence. It was more like a non-linear scattergram, a many-sided system different in each state.
For example, iconoclasm was not as frequent in Chihuahua, where land, natural resources, and old,
still smoldering revolutionary grievances were more often the primary sources of conflict.

In describing the Cristero conflicts, Lopez is clear in his analysis of its expression country-
wide: “So it can be said that there was not just one Cristiada but multiple manifestations of religious
conflict depending on the political, social, cultural, and even economic factors of each region.”*
What may have been defined as a religious conflict may be more accurately described as agrarian
and ideological disputes in a religious context. Agrarian advocates had a considerable impact on
both politics and governance in the late-revolutionary period. This “caldo” effect of the causes of
the many conflicts is an integral part of recent interpretations of the conflicts of the 1920s and 1930s

in Mexico.’” At the same time, La Segunda is most likely not appropriate as a designation for the

35 Estrada Mufoz, Rescoldo, p. 60. Rescoldo, like the conflict about which it was written has remained a
hidden gem of a resource for information about the mood and melancholy of the men who fought in it.

3¢ Alfaro G. Lépez, Los Cristeros en Sinaloa: Una forma de bandolerismo: Dossier: Politica y violencia en el México
contempordneo (2014) <https://ifc.dpz.es/recursos/publicaciones/34/48/04lopezalfaro.pdf> (p. 37).

37| use the term “caldo” to refer to the word for stew in Spanish. A stew is a mixture of vegetables, meats,
and starches mixed into a singular dish (soup) where each ingredient retains its own identity yet exists as a part of a
singular whole.



entire decade over the entire country. These conflicts may have had more differences than
commonalities depending on where and when they occurred.

The Cristero conflict (La Primera) was promulgated by ranchers, who were neither huge
hacendados, small property owners, nor those who worked on others’ land. Tutino characterized
that, in the hands of ranchers, the First Cristiada, a “massive regional agrarian revolt exploded in
the west central states. . . .”*® It was indeed a cry for freedom to both worship and be left alone on
their own properties to raise children and pass on to them the values that had sustained families for
generations. These were undoubtedly the customary rights that the pueblo (in this case, the
ranchers) deserved and expected as participants in, and heirs of the revolution.

These ranchers or medium-sized property owners were frustrated with the halting-start-
and-stop effort at land redistribution which characterized the north. The economic crises of the late
twenties and early thirties only added to the mounting frustration. Local, state, and federal
governments had made some dividing of the land possible, but often without the funds or
organizational structure to oversee its fair and just redistribution.* These frustrations simmered
into the thirties.*

La Segunda was, at times, a series of conflicts fought with the printing press. In some states,

pamphlets, newspapers, letters, and articles fanned the flames of resistance to whatever was the

%8 John Tutino, From Insurrection to Revolution in Mexico: Social Bases of Agrarian Violence, 1750-1940
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1986), pp. 6-7. Tutinc describes the later phase of rebellion in west
central Mexico in terms that could well be applied to the same in Chihuahua — “The rebels of the late 1920s were not
villagers with deep roots in the communalism of Mexico’s Indigenous or colonial past, as were those who fought with
Zapata,” p. 7.

¥ Tutino, From Insurrection to Revolution, pp. 345-347.

O William H. Beezley, “The Role of State Governors in the Mexican Revolution,” 1-18, (p. 14) in Jurgen
Biichenau and William Beezley, eds., State Governors in the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1952 (Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 2009). Beezley makes the following general observation about the challenges facing
revolutionary governors, “Especially during the 1920s and 1930s, governors had to confront continuing local violence,
advance reform programs, battle rural revolts, and mobilize local people in support of the weak national regime.”
This statement typifies the situation of the many revolutionary governors in Chihuahua.



local point of contention. It was also a situation where the printing press was sometimes silenced,
as seen in Chihuahua (see pp. 52 and 68). Disparate political, religious, and economic ideologies
were enmeshed in convoluted ways, conflating and confusing the conflict.

As Boyer suggests, the “country folk” (campesino and other everyday Mexicans) were the
legitimate heirs of the Revolution.”' As such, conflicts were inevitable as rightful heirs increasingly
felt disenfranchised from their customary rights, inheritance, and culture, whether land, faith, or the
rights to raise and educate their children as they had been. It was a conflicting time when the pueblo
wanted change and at the same time, to stay the same with all they were familiar with, even their
old dances.*

This thesis sets the context of the conflicts that manifested in La Segunda in various times
and places as struggles for lost patrimony and the natural and inherited rights of each pueblo,
Indigenous group, family, or individual. It is important to identify what exactly is meant by “lost
patrimony.” In the context of this thesis, lost patrimony refers to the struggle to obtain, retain, or
regain heritage, resources, and rights that were either in reality or in perception “owned” by or
promised to any of the above entities. As will be pointed out, these assets could be either tangible
or incorporeal. These assets were of great value to the individual or organization. So much so, that
the assumption of great risks, even death was worth the struggle.

As will be seen in the next chapter, La Segunda was a struggle promulgated in anger over
the many losses incurred while participating in the revolution. Everyday people fought, thinking that

with a victory would come a restoration of cherished memories (not consistently accurate) of a

I Christopher R. Boyer, Becoming Campesinos: Politics, Identity, and Agrarian Struggle in Postrevolutionary
Michoacén, 1920-1935 (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2003), pp. |-2.

2 Boyer, Becoming Campesinos, p. 38. While the focus is on the State of Michoacan, this book is perhaps the
best overview of the rural Mexican becoming known as campesino and heirs to the revolution.



better time and life. They were not looking for something “new” from government, but a return to
something familiar. The failure of the revolution to grant those memories is the context for this
thesis, especially in Chihuahua, where for years (since 1892) so many fought and lost so much.

La Segunda in Chihuahua was a twentieth-century hidden war characterized by violence that
produced more shame than glory. This thesis aims to lift the veil, revealing the complex local
contexts of the conflicts. It was a fight for the soul (mind, will, and emotions) and the unique

patrimony of the north.*

La Primera Cristiada Goes Underground to Reemerge as la Segunda—Sectarian,

Ideological, and Agrarian Conflicts Brew Across Mexico

In 1928 a zealous Catholic partisan assassinated President-elect Alvaro Obregén. #
Dedicated interim President Emilio Portes Gil worked hard but suffered from the presence of
Plutarco Elias Calles, who did his best to control events behind the curtain.* The time of the
ubiquitous presence, power, and prestige of former President Calles in Mexico’s government is
often referred to as the ‘Maximato.” From the death of Obregdn in 1928 to 1936, when Calles was

exiled from Mexico to San Diego, CA, by President and former ally Lazaro Cardenas, Calles was

* Tutino, From Insurrection to Revolution, pp. 35-38. In this section, Tutino offers a useful analysis of the social
strata development in northern Mexico. His analysis readily applies to Chihuahua. For the meaning of the word “soul”
in this thesis, see p. 26, fn. 71.

“ José A. Martinez Alvarez, Alvaro Obregén. Maximo Caudillo de la Revolucién Mexicana: Documentos: Tomo |l
(La Piedad, Michoacan: La Atenas de América, 2022), pp. 330-350. Rather than a written text, this is the second
volume of a massive series of first hand documents related to the events of Obregdn’s life and death.

* Manuel Gamio, ‘Emilio Portes Gil—Mexico's New President’, Current History (1916-1940), 29.6 (1929),
981-986 (p. 981). Gamio, with his typically insightful assessment into the Mexican Revolution starts out his brief
article on the forthcoming presidency of Emilio Portes Gil with the following pointed question, “How long will he
satisfy the Mexican conservatives, many of whom want Mexico ruled by iron-fisted men who inherit the ferocious
jaws of the gorilla and whose is gaze is as hostile and ruthless as a tiger’s?” This brief article provides insight into the
first few months of the Portes Gil presidency and what he (Gamio) expected to come.



known by many as the ‘Jefe Mdximo’ of the country.* Hence, these years are referred to as the
‘Maximato.™’

Several times in the mid and late 1920s, armed rebellions by high-ranking military officers
also threatened the government’s stability. The most important for this study was the uprising of
General José Gonzalo Escobar in 1929. He created a loose alliance with the Cristeros and brought
active combat into Mexico’s north, fighting in Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, Durango, Chihuahua, and
Sonora. A significant percentage of the army rebelled with him, so his uprising was a brief yet active
threat to the Portes Gil government.”® His desire to fortify his cause by alliances with the remaining
Cristeros complicated the nature of the escobarista rebellion. | will have more to say in later chapters
about this rebellion, specifically in Chihuahua.

By 1929, the hierarchy of the Catholic Church in Mexico was equally desirous of an end to
the Cristero struggle. The church was uncertain and inconsistent in the direction it provided the
laity. The Mexican Catholic hierarchy was in exile in Texas or Arizona. Most local priests did not
actively engage in violence during the Cristero bloodshed.

By 1929 the various factions resolved few of the disparate conflicts that intersected in the
first and most famous Cristero War. That year representatives of the Catholic Church and the

Mexican government, assisted by US Ambassador Dwight Morrow’s negotiation assistance, agreed

% José A. Martinez Alvarez, Cronologia Documental del Conflicto Religioso: |859-1993: Prisma Cristero, Tomo ||
(La Piedad, Michoacan: Independently Published, 2000), pp. 469-470. This public announcement provides Cardenas’
rationale for the exile of former President Calles.

47 Héctor Aguilar Camin and Lorenzo Meyer, In the Shadow of the Mexican Revolution: Contemporary Mexican
History, 1910-1989 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1993), pp. 71-128. This book’s significant weakness is its
complete lack of footnotes or source material beyond that of a rather brief bibliography.

8 For more information on the Escobar rebellion, see John W. F. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico: A Chronicle of
the Revolution, 1919-1936 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1961), pp. 436-50.



to a set of informal ‘Arreglos,” often termed a Modus Vivendi, to end their part of the conflict.* The
government and the church were each motivated to conclude the armed combat for their own
respective reasons. The Cristero War, an irregular strife between uncertain forces, neither of which
had any clear path to an end that might be touted as “victory,” was paused but not completed,
ended without being finished.

One interesting and little reported fact is that |. Reuben Clark, as the undersecretary and
acting secretary of state, engaged in the legal research, met many times with US Catholic leaders,
and helped Dwight Morrow finalize the Modus Vivendi. During the earlier years of the revolution,
he was the head solicitor of the US State Department, chief architect of the Mexican policy of
Howard Taft and a strong influencer on US-Mormon policy and relations in Mexico. He later
became the US ambassador during the early years of La Segunda. In that capacity he was responsible
for again formulating much of the Mexican policy of the United States.

In 1933, following his tenure as ambassador, he left the government to become a member
of the first presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. As will be seen in a later
chapter, the Latter-day Saints in Mexico in the 1930s, played a significant role in agrarian conflicts in
Chihuahua and Sonora. More work needs to be done on Clark’s time as Mexican ambassador and
his engagement with the large Anglo (many US citizens) LDS Mormon migrant community in

Chihuahua.®®

* Jean Meyer, La Cristiada 2 - el conflicto entre la iglesia y el estado 1926-1929 (méxico d.f.: siglo xxi editores,
1994), pp. 303-377 provides an excellent review of the development of the Modus Vivendi. See also Frank W. Fox, |.
Reuben Clark: The Public Years (Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1980), pp. 451-584. These pages detail
the history of Clark’s years in Mexico working as solicitor and ambassador, including his involvement in the creation
of the Modus Vivendi.

%0 For the most complete single source on the political life of J. Reuben Clark, including his years in Mexico,
see Fox, |. Reuben Clark.



After the 1929 Arreglos, during the 1930s, governments’ ability to require priests to register
with them went into effect. This empowering of state governments to determine the number of
priests allowed to register and minister to their flocks legally was a tremendous concern across all
religious groups. Eventually, all sides in the turmoil, except those fighting solely for their agrarian
patrimony, had a genuine interest in its termination.”'

In La Segunda, in states that experienced strong iconoclasm, various militias, including
government forces attacked parish churches more often than fortified encampments. This created
a similar turmoil and backlash surrounding the “invasion of churches” and secularization of
education as was felt in the French Third Republic (1870-1940).°? Young and wealthy Mexican
intellectuals as diverse as Francisco Madero, Felipe Angeles, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and Diego
Rivera received at least part of their education in France, in an environment that included
revolutionary turmoil along with an exposure to an anticlerical form of positivist Spiritism.>* La
Segunda was fought in the churches (especially in Sonora) and classrooms more often than on the
battlefields. As will be discussed in future chapters, teachers often paid a terrible price for loyalty to

the required curriculum.

3! For more information on the church’s motivation for ending the conflict, see Matthew Butler, “Revolution
and the Ritual Year: Religious Conflict and Innovation in Cristero Mexico”, Journal of Latin American Studies, 38.3
(2006), 465-490.

52 For a general review of the French Third Republic, see William Fortescue, The Third Republic in France,
1870-1940: Conflicts and Continuities, Routledge sources in history (London: Routledge, 2000); Theodore Zeldin,
France 1848-1945: Volumes | and 2, Oxford history of modern Europe, | and 2 (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1977). French
anti-clericals in 1905 gave up their attempts to inventory the contents of French churches (required by Title Il Article
3 of the 1905 French Law on the Separation of the Churches and State) once it was clear that forceful entry would
lead to violence, further enflaming the French public. For specific sources on the content and impact of the 1905
French Law on the Separation of the Churches and State, see Alain Boyer, La loi de |905: Hier, aujourd'hui, demain,
Convictions et sociétés (Lyon: Olivétan, 2005); Jean Baubérot, Laicité 1905-2005, entre passion et raison, La couleur
des idées (Paris: Seuil, 2004). For specific information on sources on the movement to secularization in education in
the late 19" and early 20" centuries in France, see M. ]. Burrows, ‘Education and the Third Republic’, Hist. J., 28.1
(1985), 249-260.

33 These four and many other young revolutionaries received a portion of their formal training in France. For
examples of European, especially French influence on the Mexican Revolution, see Alan Knight, ‘Popular Culture and
the Revolutionary State in Mexico, 1910-1940’, Hispanic American Historical Review, 74.3 (1994), 393-444.



In the 1930s, the very direction that Mexican society would take was in question. In the
conflicts of that decade, Ideological ideals such as education, political systems, rights, and grievances
were often the preferred weapon of warfare. Such “battles” were often fought under the red and
black banner of the labor and agrarian faithful.>* While the First Cristero War was fought primarily
in the “rosary belt” of middle and midwestern Mexico, La Segunda’s ideological conflicts were
evident over a much broader span of the country.

La Segunda was a series of guerilla conflicts where a few men could hold out against many
for prolonged periods. The terrain was a vital component of this warfare. The mountainous area
known as the Sierra Madre provided an ideal opportunity for small armed groups to strike and
retreat into a familiar, rugged territory they had navigated their entire lives.>

Engaged in this nation-wide 1930s struggle were teachers (at least three hundred killed or
wounded), labor union representatives, ideologues advocating for their own political or
philosophical system, Indigenous peoples, the Catholic laity, and agrarians.*¢ Each was fighting for

local grievances related to perceived unmet promises such as land distribution, conflicts regarding

education (schools), and religion (churches). | EEEEEEENENE
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































