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My Own Personal Ground Zero

Diablo Canyon 
Nuclear Power Plant,  

California



Atomic West & Wilderness

Atomic West-Land



Wastelands

Richard  Misrach
Crater and Destroyed Convoy 

(1986)



Atomic Doomsdays

‘Diablo’ test, Nevada Test Site, 1957



Doom Town: Simulating Disaster

-Fake towns created by the Federal Defense 
Civil Administration (FCDA) to test ‘survival’ of 
an atomic attack
-Part of US military test series: Annie March 17, 
1953 and Apple 2 May 5, 1955
- Apple 2 featured Desert Rock VI / Razor 
military maneuvers
- 1000s of military and civilian observers on site
- ‘Open Tests’: televised across the nation, 
public audience



Fun and Fear on the Atomic Frontier

Duck and Cover (FCDA 1951)
Our Friend the Atom (Disney 1957)



Suburban Constructions and Simulated Spaces

Auto-geddon



A Corporate Experiment: Airstream Bomb Trailer



A Corporate Experiment: Behlen’s Atomic Building



A Corporate Experiment: J.C. Penney’s Mannequins



White Middle Class Audiences on ‘Set’



Live Television and Audiences From Afar



The Atomic Battlefield

1000 troops in an Armored Division approach Ground Zero



‘The Most Bombed Place on Earth'



Doom Town in Three Dimensions



Las Vegas - ‘the Atomic City’



Atomic Tourism

Last Frontier, May 8 1953Nevada Test Site, Feb 18 1955



Atomic Showgirls at The Sands (1955)

Miss Cue (Opera Singer 
Marguerite Piazza)

Miss Cue (Copa Girl Linda 
Lawson)



Survival in Vegas

Gerry Henderson’s Underground House 
(early 1970s)

Cable S. Jones & the Nuclear Wall (early 1950s)



Doom Town Shockwaves

- Storytelling and Modeling Attack
- A Corporate Tale
- Subverting the Suburban Idyll
- The Mass Media Spectacle
- Home-grown Hiroshima
- Perfecting the Horror Image
- Shift towards Cynicism



Doom Town Today

follow me: @drjonw
j.wills@kent.ac.uk

mailto:j.wills@kent.ac.uk

